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maternal  line  was  Rev.  Joseph  Fish,  a  graduate  of 
Harvard  College,  and  for  fifty  years  the  pastor  of 
a  church  in  North  Stonington,  Conn.,  whose  repu- 
tation as  a  man  of  exemplary  piety  is  sustained  by 
his  letters.  His  eldest  daughter,  Mary  Fish,  the 
mother  of  Professor  Silliman,  was  first  married,  in 
ijqS,  to  the'  Rev.  John  Noyes,  son  of  the  pastor  of 
the  First  Church  in  New  Haven.  Mr.  Xo}es  died 
in  1767.  Her  marriage  with  Gen.  Silliman  took 
place  in  1775.  He  had  been  previously  married,  and 
a  son,  William  Silliman,  the  fruit  of  this  earlier  mar- 
riage, was  now  a  youth.  Three  of  her  children  also 
survived,  Joseph,  John  and  James  Xoyes,  the  last 
two  of  whom  ultimately  became  faithful  ministers 
of  the  Gospel,  and  died  at  an  advanced  age.  In 
1804  she  was  married  a  third  time,  to  Dr.  John 
Dickenson,  of  Middletown,  who  died  in  181 1.  Her 
own  death  occurred  in  1818.  "She  combined  in  her 
nature  a  woman's  tenderness  with  a  remarkable 
fund  of  energy  and  fortitude." 

Benjamin  Silliman  w^as  prepared  for  college  un- 
der the  tuition  of  his  pastor.  Rev.  Andrew  Elliot. 
He  entered  Yale  College  in  1792.  and  was  graduated 
in  1796,  and  passed  the  following  year  at  the  home 
of  his  mother  in  Fairfield,  which  had  betn  the  place 
of  residence  of  the  Sillimans  from  the  early  Colo- 
nial days.  He  then  taught  school  in  Wethersfield. 
and  was  a  resident  there  the  greater  part  of  the 
year  1798.  In  that  same  year  he  returned  to  Xew 
Haven,  and  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  oilfice  of 
Simeon  Baldwin;  and  in  September,  1799,  when  he 
had  reached  the  age  of  twenty,  he  was  appointed  a 
tutor  in  Yale.  This  he  held  until  his  admission  to 
the  Bar,  in  1802.  One  of  his  classmates  and  a  tutor 
in  Yale  with  him  was  Charles  Denison,  and  both 
were  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  the  same  time.  Denison 
became  a  lawyer  of  high  repute.  Among  his  fellow- 
pupils  were  two  with  whom  he-  was  destined  to  be 
intimately  associated  for  nearly  the  whole  of  his 
long  life,  Jeremiah  Day  and  James  L.  Kingsley. 

At  this  period  in  young  Silliman's  life  natural 
science  was  beginning  to  attract  the  attention  of 
educators.  The  corporation  of  Yale  had,  several 
years  before,  at  the  recommendation  of  President 
Dwight,  passed  a  vote  or  resolution  to  establish  a 
professorship  of  Chemistry  and  X'atural  History 
as  soon  as  the  funds  would  admit  it.  The  time  had 
arrived  when  the  college  could  safelv  carrv  the  reso- 
lution into  effect,  and  at  the  solicitation  of  President 
Dwight  Mr.  Silliman  abandoned  the  profession  of 
the  law  and  devoted  himself  to  the  profession  of 
science.  The  circumstances  of  this  change  of  plan 
he  describes  as  follows :  "The  president  then  did  me 
the  honor  to  propose  that  I  should  consent  to  have 
my  name  presented  to  the  corporation,  giving  me 
at  the  same  time  the  assurance  of  his  cordial  sup- 
port, and  of  his  belief  that  the  appointment  would 
be  made.  I  was  then  approaching  twenty-two  vears 
of  age — still  a  youth,  or  only  entering  on  early  man- 
hood. I  was  startled  and  almost  oppressed  by  his 
proposal.     A  profession — that  of  the   law — in   tjie 


study  of  which  I  was  already  far  advanced,  was  to 
be  abandoned,  and  a  new  profession  was  to  be  ac- 
quired, preceded  by  a  course  of  study  and  prepara- 
tion, too,  in  a  direction  in  which  in  Connecticut 
there  was  no  precedent.  The  good  President  per- 
ceived my  surprise  and  embarrassment,  and  v.ith 
his  usual  kindness  and  resource  proceeded  to  remark 
to  this  effect :  T  could  not  propose  to  you  a  course 
of  life  and  of  effort  which  would  promise  more  u:fe- 
fulness  or  more  reputation.  The  profession  of  the 
lav/  does  not  need  you ;  it  is  already  full,  and  many 
eminent  men  adorn  our  courts  of  justice;  you  may 
also  be  obliged  to  cherish  a  hope  long  deferred,  be- 
fore success  would  crown  your  eft'orts  in  that  pro- 
fesion,  although,  if  successful,  you  may  become  rich- 
er by  the  law  than  you  can  by  science.  In  the  pro- 
fession which  I  proffer  to  you  there  will  be  no  rival 
here.  The  field  will  be  all  your  own.  The  study 
will  be  full  of  interest  and  gratification,  and  the  pre- 
sentation which  you  will  be  able  to  make  of  it  to  the 
college  classes  and  the  public  will  atford  much  in- 
struction and  delight.  Our  country,  as  regards  the 
physical  sciences,  is  rich  in  unexplored  treasures,  and 
by  aiding  in  their  development  you  will  perform  an 
important  public  service,  and  connect  your  name 
with  the  rising  reputation  of  our  native  land.  Time 
will  be  allowed  to  make  every  necessary  preparation  ; 
and  when  you  enter  upon  your  duties  vou  will  speak 
to  those  to  whom  the  subject  will  be  new.  You  will 
advance  in  the  knowledge  of  your  profession  more 
rapidly  than  your  pupils  can  follow  you,  and  will 
always  be  ahead  of  your  audience.'  "  Mr.  Silliman 
in  1802  was  chosen  to  this  professorship,  and  as  a 
means  of  preparation  for  it  he  passed  two  winters 
m  Philadelphia  in  the  study  of  chemistry  under 
Prof.  James  Woodhouse,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  On  April  4,  1804, 
he  delivered  his  first  lecture  to  the  senior  class  in  a 
public  room,  hired  for  college  purposes,  in  Mr.  Tut- 
tle's  building  on  Chapel  street,  on  the  history  and 
progress,  nature  and  subjects,  of  chemistry.  "I  con- 
tinued to  lecture,  and  I  believe  in  the  same  room 
until  the  Senior  class  retired,  in  July,  preparatory 
to  their  commencement  in  September.  My  first 
efiforts  were  received  with  favor,  and  the  class  which 
I  then  addressed  contained  men  who  were  afterward 
distinguished  in  life.  On  the  4th  of  April.  1804,  I 
commenced  a  course  of  duty  as  a  lecturer  and  pro- 
fessor, in  which  I  was  sustained  during  fifty-one 
years."  In  the  following  year  he  gave  a  complete 
course  of  lectures,  and  in  March,  1805.  he  went 
abroad  to  purchase  scientific  books  and  apparatus, 
and  spent  about  a  year  in  study  in  Edinburgh  and 
London.  He  also  visited  and  met  many  distin- 
guished men  of  science.  Returning  to  this  country, 
he  devoted  himself  to  the  duties  of  his  professorship, 
which  included  chemistry,  mineralogy  and  geology, 
until  1853,  when  he  was  made  professor  emeritus, 
hut  at  the  special  request  of  his  colleagues  continued 
his  lectures  on  geology  until  1855.  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  his  son-in-law,  James  D.  Dana.     The 
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latter,  in  his  inaugural  discourse,  delivered  Feb.  i8, 
1856,  in  part  said : 

"In  entering  upon  the  duties  of  this  place,  my 
thotights  turn  rather  to  the  past  than  to  the  subject 
of  the  present  hour.  I  feel  that  it  is  an  honored 
place,  honored  by  the  labors  of  one  who  has  been 
the  guardian  of  American  science  from  its  child- 
hood, who  here  first  opened  to  the  ccuntn,-  the  won- 
derful records  of  Geology ;  whose  words  of  elo- 
quence and  earnest  truth  were  but  the  overflow  of 
a  soul  full  of  noble  instincts  and  warm  sympathies, 
the  whole  throwing  a  peculiar  charm  over  his  learn- 
ing, and  rendering  his  name  beloved  as  well  as  illus- 
.trious.  Just  fifty  vears  since.  Professor  Silliman 
took  his  station  at  the  head  of  chemical  and  geologi- 
cal science  in  this  college.  Geology  was  then  hardly 
known  by  the  name  in  the  land,  out  of  these  walls. 
Two  years  before,  previous  to  his  tour  in  Europe, 
the  whole  cabinet  of  Yale  was  a  half  bushel  of  un- 
labelled  stones.  On  visiting  England  he  found  even 
in  London  no  school,  public  or  private,  for  geologi- 
cal instruction,  and  the  science  was  not  named  in  the 
English  universities.  To  the  mines,  quarries  and 
clififs  of  England,  the  crags  of  Scotland,  and  the 
meadows  of  Holland,  he  looked  for  knowledge,  and 
from  these  and  the  teachings  of  Murray.  Jameson, 
Hall,  Hope  and  Playfair,  at  Edinburgh,  Professor 
Silliman  returned  equipped  for  duty,  and  creating 
almost  out  of  nothing  a  department  not  before  rec- 
ognized in  any  institution  in  America." 

While  in  Edinburgh,  Professor  Silliman  became 
interested  in  the  discussions,  then  at  their  height, 
between  the  Wernerians  and  Huttonians.  and  attend- 
ed lectures  on  geology ;  and  on  his  return  he  began 
the  studv  of  the  mineral  structure  of  the  vicinitv  of 
New  Haven.  'T  arrived  in  Xew  Haven  from  Scot- 
land on  the  first  of  June,  1806.  and  on  the  first  day 
of  September  I  read  to  the  Connecticut  Academy  of 
Arts  and  Sciences  a  report  on  the  mineral  structure 
of  the  environs  of  Xew  Haven,  which  was  printed 
in  the  first  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Acad- 
emy. This  report  occupies  fourteen  pages,  and  hav- 
ing been  published  more  than  fiftv-two  vears  ago — 
when  I  was  twenty-seven  vears  of  age — I  have  been 
gratified  to  find  that  an  attentive  re-perusal  yester- 
day (Jan.  6,  1859) — after  I  know  not  how  many 
years  of  oblivion — suggested  very  few  alterations, 
and  I  have  not  discovered  anv  important  errors." 

About  1807-08  the  corporation  of  Yale  was  per- 
suaded by  Professor  Silliman  to  purchase  the  cabi- 
net of  minerals  belonging  to  Mr.  Benjamin  D.  Per- 
kins, of  Xew  York.  It  was  transferred  to  Mr.  Silli- 
man's  chamber,  and  was  the  starting  point  for  more 
extensive  collections  added  afterward.  A  few  years 
later  Mr.  Silliman  secured  the  loan  of  the  magnifi- 
cent collection  of  George  Gibbs.  which  in  1825  be- 
came the  propertv  of  the  college. 

Professor  Silliman's  scientific  work,  which  was 
extensive,  began  with  the  examination  in  1807  of 
the  meteor  that  fell  near  Weston,  Conn.  He  pro- 
cured fragments  of  this,  of  which  he  made  a  chemi- 


j  cal  anaylsis,  and  he  wrote  the  earliest  and  best  au- 

j  thenticated  account  of  the  fall  of  a  meteor  in  Amer- 
ica.    He  began,  in  181 1,  an  extended  course  of  ex- 

'  periments   with   the    o.xy-hydrogen    hydric,   a   com- 
pound blow  pipe,  invented  by  Robert  Hare,  and  he 

I  succeeded  in  melting  many  of  the  most  refractory 
minerals,  notably  those  containing  alkalies  and  alka- 
line earths,  the  greater  part  of  which  had  never  been 
reduced  before.  After  Sir  Humphrey  Davy's  dis- 
covery of  the  metallic  bases  of  the  alkalies,  Profes- 
sor Silliman  repeated  the  experiment,  and  observed 
for  the  first  time  in  this  country  the  metals  sodium 
and  potassium. 

Professor  Silliman,  in  1830,  explored  Wyoming 
\'alley  and  its  coal  formations,  examining  about  100 
mines  and  localities  of  mines;  in  1832-33  he  was  en- 
gaged under  a  commission  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  a  scientific  examination  on  the  subject 
of  the  culture  and  manufacture  of  sugar,  and  in  1836 
he  made  a  tour  of  investigation  among  the  gold 
mines  of  Virginia.  His  popular  lectures  began  in 
1808,  in  Xew  Haven,  on  chemistry.  He  delivered 
his  first  course  in  Hartford,  in  1834,  and  in  Lowell, 
Mass.,  in'the  fall  of  that  same  year.  He  subsequent- 
ly lectured  in  Salem,  Boston,  Xew  York,  Baltimore, 
Washington,  St.  Louis,  X'ew  Orleans  and  elsewhere 
in  the  United  States.  In  1838  he  opened  the  Lowell 
Institute  in  Boston,  with  a  course  of  lectures  on 
Geology,  and  in  the  three  following  years  he  lectured 
there  on  Chemistrv.  "The  series  were  without  doubt 
the  most  brilliant  of  the  kind  that  were  ever  deliv- 
ered in  this  country,  and  its  influence  in  developing 
an  interest  in  the  young  science  was  very  great. 
Many  of  the  present  leaders  of  science  trace  their 
first  inspiration  to  those  popular  expositions  of  Pro- 
fessor Silliman." 

Professor  Silliman  was  opposed  to  slavery,  and 
during  the  Kansas  l;roubles  was  instrumental  in  •or- 
ganizing a  colony  in  Xew  Haven  for  that  point  and 
spoke  in  favor  of  their  being  provided  with  rifles. 
Durmg  the  Civil  war  he  was  a  firm  supporter  of 
President  Lincoln,  and  exerted  his  influence  in  the 
abolition  of  slavery. 

In  1818  Professor  Silliman  founded  the  Ameri- 
can Journal  of  Science  and  Arts,  and  it  has  con- 
tinued to  be  edited  and  published  bv  members  of  his 
family  from  that  time  to  this,  aided  more  or  less  by 
other  scientific  experts.  For  a  long  time  it  was 
quoted  as  SilUiiian's  Journal.  The  Journal  was  con- 
ducted by  Silliman  chiefly  alone  until  1838,  when  his 
son,  Benjamin  Silliman,  jr.,  later  professor  of  chem- 
istry in  the  college,  was  associated  with  him.  and 
with  the  beginning  of  the  second  series  Mr.  Dana, 
soon  to  be  made  Professor  of  Geology  and  Mineral- 
ogy, became  also  one  of  the  editors-in-chief.  As 
Dana's  part  in  it  became  more  and  more  important, 
it  was  properly  spoken  of  as  the  American  Journal. 
Bowdoin  College  conferred  upon  Professor  Silli- 
man the  degree  of  ^NI.  D.  in  1818,  and  Middlebury 
that  of  LL.  D.,  in  1826.  He  was  the  first  president 
of  the  American  Association  of  Geologists  and  X'at- 


jf,'; 


'w^  ; 


,>^- 


.y 


,    Ix^f    '<£).--n>i_-'Oc^ 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


}9Z 


uralUts,  in  1840,  which  society  later  became  the 
American  Association  for  tlie  Advancement  of  Sci- 
ence, lie  was  one  of  the  corporate  members  named 
hv  Congress  in  the  formation  of  the  Natural  Acad- 
finv  of  Sciences,  in  1863.  He  was  corresponding;- 
niember  of  the  Geological  Societies  of  Great  Britain 
and  France.  He  was  also  connected  with  other  so- 
cieties both  in  this  country  and  abroad. 

Professor  Silliman,  as  referred  to  in  Appleton's 
Encyclopedia,  edited  three  editions  of  William  Hen- 
ry's "Elements  of  Chemistry''  (Boston,  1808-1814)  ; 
also  three  editions  of  Robert  Bakewell's  "Instruc- 
tions in  Geology-"  (New  Haven,  1820-33-  ^n^'  ,'^9)  ; 
and  was  the  author  of  "Journals  of  Travels  in  Eng- 
land, Holland  and  Scotland"  (New  York,  1810)  ; 
"A  Short  Tour  Between  Hartford  and  Quebec  in 
the  Autumn  of  1819"  (1820)  :  "Elements  of  Chem- 
istry in  the  Order  of  Lectures  given  in  Yale  Col- 
lege" (two  volumes,  New  Haven.  183031)  ;  "Con- 
-sistency  of  Discoveries  of  Modern  Geologv-,  with  the 
Sacred  History  of  the  Creation  and  Deluge"  (Lon- 
<Ion,  1837)  ;  and  "Narrative  of  a  Visit  to  Europe, 
1851"  (two  volumes,  1853). 

An  important  event  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Silliman 
occurred  in  i8og,  about  three  years  after  his  return 
from  Europe.  This  was  his  marriage  to  Miss  Har- 
riet Trumbull,  daughter  of  the  second  Governor 
Trumbull.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  the  elder,  a  graduate 
of  Harvard  College,  had  distinguished  himself  bv 
refusing  to  join  a  part  of  his  colleagues  in  Council 
in  administering  to  Governor  Fitch  the  oath  to  exe- 
•cute  the  stamp  act,  and,  being  chosen  lieutenant-gov- 
ernor, he  had  himself  likewise  refused  to  take  the 
oath  to  carry  out  the  oppressive  measures  of  Parlia- 
ment. Chosen  governor  in  1769,  he  was  re-elected 
for  fourteen  consecutive  terms — the  only  Colonial 
■governor  who  retained  his  office  after  the  beginning 
of  the  Revolutionarv  war.  He  stood  very  high,  as 
is  well  known,  in  the  esteem  of  Washington,  who 
pronounced  him  "one  of  the  first  of  patriots,"  and 
whom  he  sustained  with  resolute,  unfailing  patriot- 
ism to  the  end  of  the  great  struggle.  A  sedate  Puri- 
tan, deeply  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  religion,  and 
fearless  in  the  discharge  of  every  duty,  he  stands 
among  the  heroic  figures  in  our  national  history. 
His  son,  the  second  governor,  and  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Silliman,  was  worthy  of  such  a  parent.  After 
filling  various  important  offices  he  w^as  made  gov- 
ernor of  Connecticut  in  1798,  and  held  this  station 
imtil  his  death,  in  180Q. 

One  of  Professor  Silliman's  dauehters,  Maria, 
married  John  B.  Church;  another.  Faith,  married 
Oliver  P.  Hubbard,  professor  of  Chemistrv  at  Dart- 
mouth College,  who  died  in  1900,  when  ninety  years 
old,  in  New  York  ;  another  daughter.  Henrietta,  mar- 
ried the  distinguished  scientist,  James  Dwight  Dana, 
late  professor  in  Yale  University:  Julia  married 
Rev.  Edward  W.  Gilman,  Secretary  of  the  .Ameri- 
can Bible  Society:  and  Benjamin,  Jr.,  '\l.  D..  LL.  D. 
(1816-1885),  was  a  distinguished  chemist  and  scien- 
tist,  a   professor   in    Yale    University.      The    elder 


Silliman  was  married  a  second  time,  Mrs.  Sarah  J. 
Webb  becoming  his  wife,  Sept.  17,  1857,  in  Wood- 
stock, Connecticut. 

Professor  Silliman  was  styled  by  Edward  Everett 
the  "Nestor  of  American  Science."  His  person  was 
commanding,  his  manners  dignified  and  attable,  and 
his  general  traits  of  character  such  as  to  win  uni- 
versal respect  and  admiration.  He  died  at  New  Ha- 
ven Nov.  24,  1864.  A  bronze  statue  of  Professor 
Silliman  was  erected  on  the  Yale  grounds  in  1884. 

CURTIS.  This  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in 
New  England,  and  the  branch  in  which  ran  the  line 
of  the  late  Hon.  George  Redfield  Curtis,  a  promi- 
nent manufacturer  and  leading  citizen  for  many 
years  of  >Meriden,  where  his  widow  and  son  still 
reside,  is  one  of  the  oldest  of  Connecticut.  The 
late  George  Redfield  Curtis  was  seventh  in  line 
from  his  first  American  ancestor,  John  Curtis,  the 
line  of  his  descent  being  through  Thomas,  Nathan- 
iel, Benjamin,  Benjamin   (2)  and  Asahel. 

(I)  John  Curtis,  born  in  England,  a  son  of 
Widow  Elizabeth  Curtis,  was  at  Stratford,  Conn., 
in  1639,  among  the  first  settlers  there  with  his 
mother  and  brother  William. 

(II)  Thomas  Curtis,  son  of  John,  born  in  1648, 
settled  in  Wallingford,  Conn,  (one  of  the  original 
settlers),  in  1670. 

(III)  Nathaniel  Curtis,  son  of  Thomns,  born  in 
1677,  married  (second),  in  1702,  Sarah  Howe. 

(IV)  Beniamin  Curtis,  son  of  Nathaniel,  born 
in  1703,  married  in  1727  Miriam  Cooke. 

(V)  Benjamin  Curtis  (2),  son  of  Benjamin, 
born  in  1735,  married  Mindwell  Hough  in  1763. 

(VI)  Asahel  Curtis,  son  of  Benjamin  (2),  and 
the  father  of  George  R.  Curtis,  born  Tuly  2,  1786, 
married  in  1812  Mehitable  Redfield.  She  was  from 
Clinton,  Conn.,  born  in  1790,  and  was  a  descendant 
in  the  seventh  generation  from  her  first  American 
ancestor,  William  Redfield.  He  was  from  England, 
and  came  to  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts  at  an  early 
day,  locating  on  the  Charles  river,  six  miles  from 
Boston.  The  line  of  Mrs.  Curtis'  descent  is  through 
James.  Theophilus,  Daniel,  Roswell  and  Augustus. 
The  last  named  married  Anna  Grinnell,  through 
whom  Mrs.  Curtis  was  a  descendant  of  Tohn  Alden. 
The  children  of  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Asahel  Curtis  were: 
Tennett,  Phebe  A.,  Benjamin  U.,  Asahel  and  George 
Redfield. 

George  Redfield  Curtis  was  born  Dec.  25, 
1825,  in  Meriden.  in  which  place  in  the  main  he 
received'  his  education.  He  began  life  for  himself 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  as  clerk  in  a  dry-goods 
store  in  Middletown,  remaining  so  employed  four 
years.  In  1847  he  went  to  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and 
for  a  year  was  occupied  in  teaching  school  in  that 
vicinity.  The  following  year  he  mirsued  the  same 
occupation  in  Meriden,  and  in  1840  he  became  a 
bookkeeper  for  Julius  Pratt  &  Co.,  of  Meriden,  with 
which  firm  he  remained  until  October,  1850.  when 
he  was  made  teller  of  the  Meriden  Bank.     On  Jan. 
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7,  1853,  the  month  followinpf  its  org-anization,  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Meriden  Britannia  Co.. 
and  in  April  following  was  elected  its  treasurer,  a 
position  he  held  until  his  death,  May  20,  1893,  a 
portion  of  the  time  serving  also  as  secretary  of  the 
company.  For  manv  years  of  his  life  his  best 
efforts,  energy  and  ability  were  given  to  the  great 
and  growing  interests  of  that  company,  and  his  la- 
bor and  care  contributed  largely  to  its  prosperity 
and  success. 

Mr.  Curtis  was  always  interested  in  what  affect- 
ed the  prosperity  of  his  native  town,  and  his  con- 
nection with  the  financial  and  manufacturing  con- 
cerns of  Meriden  is  indicated  by  the  following  list 
of  offices  held  by  him.  He  was  treasurer  of  the 
Meriden  Britannia  Co. ;  president  of  the  Meriden 
Silver  Plate  Co. ;  Meriden  Horse  Railway  Co.  and 
Meriden  Gas  Light  Co. :  was  director  of  Planning, 
Bowman  &  Co.,  the  Home  National  Bank,  [Meriden 
Trust  &  Safe  Deposit  Co.,  R.  Wallace  &  Sons  ]\Ianu- 
facturing  Co.  of  Wallingford,  Rogers  &  Brother  of 
Waterbury,  and  the  William  Rogers  Alanufacturing 
Co.  of  Hartford.  He  was  a  trustee  of  the  Meriden 
Savings  Bank,  and  of  the  Curtis  Home  for  Orphans 
and  Old  Ladies. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Curtis  was  a  Repub- 
lican, but  never  a  politician.  He  served  the  city  as 
councilman  and  alderman,  and  from  1879  to  1881  as 
mayor.  He  was  intellectual  in  his  tastes  and  widely 
read  in  general  and  historical  literature.  Socially  he 
was  a  most  genial  and  responsive  companion  and  ac- 
quaintance. As  a  husband  and  father  he  was  most 
loving  and  indulgent ;  as  a  son  most  filial  in  his  de- 
votion to  his  mother,  whose  life  almost  reached  a 
century  of  years.  His  religion  seemed  to  be  innate. 
For  almost  forty-five  years  he  was  an  officer  of  St. 
Andrew's  parish  and  for  many  years  either  senior 
or  junior  warden.  As  the  years  went  on  and  his 
means  increased,  he  gave  to  his  beloved  church  mu- 
nificently. In  1891  his  sister,  Mrs.  Hallam,  died  and 
left  the  bulk  of  her  property  to  build  a  new  church 
in  Meriden  as  a  memorial  to  her  husband:  Mr.  Cur- 
tis supplemented  this  gift  largely,  and  two  days 
before  his  death  added  to  his  generosity  by  pre- 
senting to  the  new  parish  a  house  and  lot  for  a 
rectory.  Mr.  Curtis  was  elected,  on  Easter  Monday 
prior  to  his  death,  lav  delegate  to  the  diocesan  con- 
vention, and  he  attended  the  General  Episcopal  Con- 
vention at  Baltimore  in  the  fall  of  1892.  He  was  a 
member  of  several  committees  on  the  diocesan  board. 
His  gifts  to  St.  Andrew's  were  bestowed  with  the 
characteristic  modesty  that  always  distinguished 
him. 

On  May  22,  1855,  Mr.  Curtis  was  married  to 
Augusta  Munson,  youngest  child  of  Jesse  and 
Sophia  (Talmadge)  Munson,  of  Bradford,  in  west- 
ern New  York.  The  marriage  was  blessed  with 
three  children,  namely:  George  Munson:  F"rederick 
Edgar,  who  died  in  childhood:  and  Agnes  D.,  Mrs. 
Allan  B.  Squire,  of  Meriden,  who  died  May  20, 
1900.    The  mother  of  these  was  born  June  17,  1833, 


and  was  in  the  eighth  generation  from  her  first 
American  ancestor,  Thomas  Munson,  a  pioneer  of 
Hartford  and  New  Haven,  Conn.,  the  line  of  her 
descent  'being  through  Samuel,  Joseph,  Ephraim^ 
Jared,  Rufus  and  Jesse. 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Curtis-  one  of  the  Meriden- 
papers  thus  referred  editorially  to  his  life : 

One  by  one  the  pioneers  in  the  great    work  of  building 
up  Meriden  are  passing  from  the  stage  of  human  activities. 
The  latest  to  go  is  (ieorge  R.  Curtis,  so  long  a  prominent 
figure  m  the  prosperity  of  his  native  town.     The  news  of 
Mr.  Curtis'  death,  while  not  a  surprise,  owing  to  the  feeble 
state  of  his  health  for  some  time   past,  was   never-the-less  a 
severe  shock  to  the  community,  for  none  of  his  colleagues 
or  contemporaries  in  the  larger  sphere  of  Meriden  busmess 
life  was  more  generally  respected.     Those   who   knew    him 
.    intmiately  loved  him,  and  his  death  came  to  them  as  a  per- 
sonal loss.     Of  a  peculiarly  refined  and  sympathetic  nature, 
I    Mr.  Curtis  was  always  courteous  and   kind,  under  the  most 
i   trying  circumstances  of  a  busy   career.     His  love   for   his 
;   native  town  was  only  equalled  by  his  unflagging  interest  in 
everything  that  pertained   to  its  welfare  and   his   unostcn- 
1   tatious  efforts  to  assist  in  every   way   possible,  even  at  per- 
!   sonal  sacrifice,  the  growth  and  advancement  of  the  commu- 
I    nity  alont;   the   right   lines.     Like  all  our  leading  ciitizens 
j    Mr.  Curtis  began  life  at  the  bottom  of  the   ladder,  and  by 
!   his  ability,  pluck  and  integrity  worked  his  way  up  round  by 
I   round.     But  he  was  never  so  absorbed   in  his  own  advance- 
ment as  to  refuse  an  encouraging  word  or  a  helping  hand  to 
others  on  the  same  toilsome  journey  who  stood  in  need  of 
1   both.     His  business  associates  had  the  most  implicit  conh- 
dence  in  his  judgment,  and  his  relations  were  always  infused 
with  that  spirit  of  refinement  and  gentleness  which  was  a 
dominant  part  of  his  nature.     In  the  rush  and  complications 
of  modern  business  life  it  was  a  genuine  pleasure  to  find  a 
man  like  Mr.  Curtis  with  that  old-school  faculty  of  smoothing 
rough  surfaces,  rounding  off  sharp  edges  and  bringing  har- 
mony out  of  discord. 

Nir.  Curtis  held  many  positions  of  honor  und  trust.  His 
business  connections  were  wide  and  varied,  but  he  also- 
found  time  for  other  relations  necessary  to  round  out  a  suc- 
cessful career.  He  served  the  city  as  a  member  of  the 
council  and  as  its  chief  magistrate,  and  zealously  devoted 
to  the  performance  of  his  public  duties  the  same  character- 
istics that  were  the  secret  of  his  business  success.  Long  an 
honored  member  of  St.  Andrew's  church,  Mr.  Curtis  will  be 
missed  by  every  member  of  the  parish.  His  lite  was  emi- 
nently consistent  with  deeply  rooted  religious  convictions, 
but  not  obtrusively  so.  With  a  pleasant  greeting  and  a 
kind  word,  and  acts  of  charity  known  only  to  himself,  loved 
and  respected  by  his  fellow-men,  George  R.  Curtis'  life- 
among  us  has  been  such  that  while  we  are  filled  with  grief 
because  the  end  has  come,  we  are  thankful  for  such  lives 
for  the  good  they  do,  for  the  encouragement  they  give  and 
for  the  example  they  are  to  others. 

George  M.  Curtis  was  married  Nov.  30,  1886,  to- 
Sophie  Phillips,  who  was  born  May  i,  1869,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Trowbridge  and  Catherine  (Hurl- 
but)   Mansfield. 

AUGUSTUS  LINES  (deceased)  is  well  re- 
membered by  both  young  and  old  in  New  Haven,  in 
which  city  all  his  long  hfe  was  passed.  For  thirty 
years  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  assessors, 
and  he  was  long  prominent  in  commercial  circles,, 
for  a  time  carrying  on  a  business  established  by  his. 
father,  at  the  corner  of  State  street  and  Grand 
avenue. 

Mr.  Lines  was  born  in  New  Haven,  Sept.  13,. 
1797,  not  far  from  the  historic  old  mansion  at  No. 
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144  Olive  street  still  occupied  by  his  widow,  and 
where  he  resided  for  over  eighty  years.  It  was 
built  in  1804,  by  one  of  his  ancestors,  and  is  one  of 
the  oldest  houses  in  that  part  of  the  State.  -The 
Lines  family  has  long  been  located  in  Woodbridge, 
this  county,  and  there  our  subject's  father,  Ezra 
Lines,  was  born.  Coming  to  Xew  Haven  in  early 
nianhood,  Ezra  Lines  remained  in  that  city  until  his 
death,  at  the  age  of  sixty,  engaged  in  mercantile 
business.  He  was  three  times  married,  and  Au- 
gustus was  one  of  the  six  children  (all  now  de- 
ceased) born  to  his  last  union,  with  Elizabeth  Um- 
berfield.  She  also  died  at  the  age  of  sixty.  They 
were  originally  Episcopalians  in  religious  connec- 
tion, and  later  attended  the  Xorth  Church,  known  as 
the  United  Church. 

Augustus  Lines  was  reared  and  educated  in  the 
city  of  his  birth,  and  early  commenced  his  business 
training  under  the  careful  guidance  of  his  father. 
later  carrying  on  that  store  on  his  own  account  for 
a  time.  He  subsequently  had  a  tailoring  establish- 
ment, in  which,  as  in  his  other  business  ventures,  he 
made  a  decided  success.  He  was  long  a  director  in 
the  New  Haven  National  Bank,  the  oldest  bank  in 
the  city,  at  the  corner  of  Orange  and  Chapel  streets, 
and  was  regarded  as  a  man  of  integrity  and  un- 
questioned honor  in  every  transaction.  As  above 
mentioned,  he  was  on  the  board  of  assessors  for 
thirty  years,  and  was  the  oldest  member  thereof  at 
the  time  of  his  retirement.  He  was  also  on  the 
school  committee  for  many  years.  Mr.  Lines 
reached  the  age  of  ninety,  dying  Dec.  31,  1887,  and 
he  was  remarkably  well  preserved,  retaining  his 
faculties  to  the  last  and  continuing  to  take  an  active 
interest  in  all  around  him.  In  political  faith  he  was 
a  stanch  Republican. 

Augustus  Lines  married  Lucy  Ann  Ritter,  and 
they  had  three  children ;  ( i )  Augustus  E.,  who  re- 
sides in  New  Haven,  married  Mary  A.  Kimberly. 
(2)  George  P.  died  in  New  Haven  in  June,  1875. 
He  was  twice  married,  and  by  his  first  wife,  Elmira 
Augur,  had  two  children,  who  died  very  young; 
there  were  no  children  by  his  second  union,  with 
Ann  Eliza  Hibbard.  (3)  Jane  E.,  born  Aug.  2, 
1830,  resides  in  New  Haven. 

On  Aug.  5,  1852,  Air.  Lines  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Martha  Kimberly,  a  native  of  New 
Haven,  and  they  made  their  home  at  once  in  the 
old  Lines  residence,  where  IVlrs.  Lines  still  resides. 
Two  children  blessed  this  union,  Alartha  Kimberly 
and  Maria  Kimberly,  the  eldest  dying  in  infancy. 
Maria  K.  Lines  became  the  wife  of  James  Henry 
Rowland,  Jr.,  of  New  Haven,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-nine  years.  They  had  four  children: 
Stuart  Lines,  Mabel  Silliman  (now  Mrs.  William 
C.  Lloyd,  of  New  Haven),  ]^Iarion  (deceased)  and 
Edith  (deceased).  Mrs.  Lines  attends  the.  Third 
Church  ( Congregational ) . 

The  Kimberly  Fa.milv.  to  which  Mrs.  Lines 
belongs,  has  long  been  identified  with  West  Haven, 
and  was  founded  in  America  by  Thomas  Kimberly, 


who  came  from  London  to  New  Haven  in  1638.  He 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  New  Haven  Colony. 
He  removed  to  Stratford,  and  died  in  1673.  His 
family  consisted  of  four  sons  and  two  daughters, 
and  Eleazer  was  the  first  male  white  child  born  in 
New  Haven ;  he  became  a  prominent  man,  was  for 
many  years  secretary  of  State,  and  died  at  Glaston- 
bury in  1707,  leaving  one  son  and  four  daughters. 
Thomas,  the  second  son  of  Thomas,  died  at  Xew 
Haven  in  February,  1705,  leaving  no  children. 
Abraham  was  killed  by  the  Indians  in  South  Caro- 
lina. Nathaniel  is  next  in  the  line  of  descent  to 
Mrs.  Lines. 

(II)  Nathaniel  Kimberly  died  at  West  Haven  in 
1705.  He  had  five  children:  Airs.  Elizabeth  Mall- 
ory,  Mrs.  Sarah  Blakeslee,  Nathaniel,  Mrs.  Kirby 
and  Mrs.  Mary  Chittenden. 

(III)  Nathaniel  Kimerbly  (2),  son  of  Nathaniel, 
died  at  West  Haven  in  1720.  His  children  were: 
Nathaniel  (3),  Zuriel,  Abraham,  Abigail,  Hannah, 
Mar)'  and  Bathsheba. 

(I\')  Nathaniel  Kimberly  (3),  son  of  Nathaniel 
(2),  died  at  West  Haven  in  1780.  His  children 
were :  Israel,  mentioned  below ;  Silas,  who  mar- 
ried Alary  Smith,  daughter  of  Jonathan,  and  died 
in  1803  (they  had  two  children)  ;  and  Abigail,  wiie 
of  Lamberton  Smith. 

(V)  Israel  Kimberly,  son  of  Nathaniel  (3),  died 
in  1768.  He  married  Mary  Umberfield,  and  they 
had  children  as  follows :  Azel,  Gilead,  Nathaniel, 
Israel,  Ezra,  Gideon,  Liberty,  Huldah,  Mary,  Sarah 
and  Hannah. 

(\T)  Gilead  Kimberly  was  a  sea  saptain,  and 
lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-six.  He  married  Marv 
Brocket,  and  their  children  were :  Alaria,  who 
married  Eliakim  Kimberly ;  William,  father  of  Mrs. 
Lines ;  Elizabeth,  who  married  Capt.  Francis  B. 
Davis :  Hannah ;  and  Lydia,  who  married  Capt. 
John  Neagle. 

(VII)  William  Kimberly  was  born  in  West 
Haven,  but  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  New 
Haven,  dying  at  the  age  of  fifty.  He  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation.  Air.  Kimberly  married  Ruth  Ann 
Nichols,  who  was  a  native  of  Trumbull,  as  was  also 
the  father,  and  who  died  at  the  age  of  forty-five 
years.  She  and  Air.  Kimberly  were  both  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church.  Twelve  children 
were  born  to  this  worthy  couple,  four  of  whom  lived 
to  maturity,  and  of  whom  we  have  the  following- 
record:  (i)  William  Henry  (deceased)  married 
Alehetable  Coggshall,  and  they  had  a  family  of  si.x 
children — Alartha  Elizabeth,  who  married  George 
Spencer,  of  Hartford  (no  children)  ;  Alary  Ruth, 
widow  of  George  G.  Baldwin,  residing  in  New- 
Haven  (no  children);  William  Henry;  Harriet; 
Hettie.  Airs.  Eugene  Del  Foss,  who  has  one  child, 
Eugene ;  and  Frank  William,  who  married  Harriet 
V.  Kelsey  (no  children).  (2)  Eliza  Ann  and  (3) 
James  are  both  deceased.  (4)  Martha  is  the  widow 
of  Augustus  Lines.  (5)  Gilead,  now  a  resident  of 
New  Hartford,  married  Abigail  Baldwin,  and  they 
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have  eight  children — WiUiam  Gilead,  wiio  married 
Laura  Dennis,  and  has  had  four  children,  Caroline, 
Agatha  and  two  sons ;  Ellen  Mary,  wife  of  Felix 
Chantrell,  who  has  had  two  sons  and  one  daughter; 
Angeline,  Airs.  PVederick  Dorman,  who  has  had 
two  children,  Abigail  and  Arthur;  Alartha  Emma, 
who  married  Henry  Fairchild,  resides  in  Lynn, 
Mass.,  and  has  had  three  children,  Dwight,  Henri- 
etta and  Louisa ;  Augusta  Lines,  who  married  John 
Ransom,  and  had  three  daughters ;  Abigail ;  Fred- 
erick Abner,  who  is  married  and  has  one  son ;  and 
Harry.  (6)  Dennis  is  deceased.  (7)  Francis  (de- 
ceased) married  Jane  Piatt ;  they  had  no  children. 
(8)  Harriet  Xewcl  (deceased)  married  Charles 
Gates  Bostwick,  and  they  had  four  children — Leon- 
.ard,  married  to  Helen  Friend  Plumb  (one  daughter, 
Ruth  Plumb)  ;  ^ilartha  Kimberly,  who  is  deceased : 
Harriet  Kimberly,  wife  of  Henry  Smith  Patten,  and 
the  mother  of  three  children,  Lenora  Bostwick, 
James  Thomas  and  Leonard  Bostwick ;  and  Charles 
Gates,  deceased.  (9)  Edwin  is  deceased.  (  10)  Eliza 
(deceased)  married  Cornelius  Starr  Morehouse, 
and  their  daughter,  Mary  Louise,  married  Rev.  Ed- 
win Stevens  Lines,  by  whom  she  had  four  children 
— Edwin  ^Morehouse,  Henry  Starr  (deceased),  Mar- 
garet Kimberly  (deceased)  and  Harokl  Stevens. 
(iir)  James,  who  now  resides  in  Xew  Hartford, 
married  Margaret  Eunice  Clark,  and  to  their  imion 
were  born  four  children — James  William,  Robert 
Barnard,  Edwin  Xelson  and  Ruth  Minerva.  (12) 
George  Dwight  lives  in  Fair  Haven.  He  married 
Mary  Louisa  Hurlbut,  and  to  them  were  born  two 
-children — Caroline  Emily  and  Edna.  The  former 
is  the  widow  of  John  Horax  Hall,  and  has  had  two 
■children. 

ABNER  AUSTIN.  The  Austin  family  of  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  traces  an  honorable  ancestry  for 
many  generations,  many  of  its  members  having  been 
conspicuous  in  public,  military  and  religious  life, 
possessing  also,  domestic  virtues  and  leaving  credit- 
able records  in  business  careers.  Among  the  resi- 
dents of  New  Haven,  and  a  representative  of  this 
-old  and  respected  family,  is  Miss  Sarah  E.  Austin. 

Great-great-great-grandfather  John  Austin.  lived 
in  Wallingford,  Conn.,  a  region  rich  in  historic  as- 
sociations, and  he  there  married  Prudence  Royce. 
Joshua,  son  of  John  was  born  in  Wallingford.  and 
there  married  Nancy  Hall.  Abner.  son  of  Joshua. 
"born  also  in  that  town,  married  Ann  Beers,  and  their 
son,  Joseph,  born  in  Wallingford,  married  Bethiah 
Page,  also  of  Wallingford. 

xA.bner  Austin,  son  of  Joseph  and  Bethiah  Austin. 
was  born  in  ^^ladison.  Conn.,  Jan.  3,  1810,  and  died 
in  New  Haven,  Nov.  i,  1884.  He  was  sixteen 
years  old  when  he  first  came  to  New  Haven,  which, 
for  so  many  years  was  destined  to  be  the  scene  of 
"his  commercial  success.  Naturally  intelligent  and 
very  studious,  he  was  at  this  time  better  educated 
than  youths  of  his  age  ordinarily  were,  and  after 
two  years   with   Prof.   Benjamin   Silliman,  of  this 


city,  he  was  engaged  by  Professor  Shepherd,  and 
assisted  that  distinguished  man  in  laboratory,  work. 
Later  he  was  employed  by  Mr.  Eli  Whitney,  with 
whom  he  remained  for  a  number  of  years,  accepting 
then  a  situation  as  clerk  in  the  grocery  house  of 
Smith  &  Ives.  Some  time  later  he  embarked  in 
the  grocery  business  with  his  brother-in-law,  Elijah 
Gilbert,  and  their  grocery  and  market  was  located 
on  the  corner  of  Elm  and  Church  streets  (the  site 
being  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Nesbit),  and  for  more 
than  thirty-six  years  this  business  was  conducted  on 
principles  which  retlected  honor  upon  both  the  firm 
and  this  city.  Through  times  of  activity  and  those 
of  depression,  the  foundations  of  this  business  were 
ever  the  same,  speculation  having  nothing  to  do  with 
its  success  or  failure.  By  those  incorruptible 
methods  of  honesty  and  fair  dealing,  Mr.  Austin 
gained  and  kept  the  confidence  of  both  the  trade  and 
his  patrons. 

The  lamented  death  of  Abner  Austin  removed 
one  of  the  oldest  merchants  in  New  Haven.  His 
establishment  had  long  been  recognized  as  the  most 
complete  in  the  city,  and  he  was  a  leader  in  his  line 
for  many  years.  His  prominence  and  success  had 
come  to  him  by  honest  etifort,  as  he  was  a  self-made 
man,  beginning  at  the  bottom  of  the  financial  ladder. 
Close  attention  to  business  commended  itself  to  Mr. 
Austin  as  the  surest  way  to  succeed,  and  he  built  up 
a  business  that  contributed  to  the  prosperity  of  a 
large  force  of  employes,  added  prominence  to  the 
city,  and  brought  competence  to  his  own  family  in 
whose  welfare  he  took  so  deep  an  interest. 

Mr.  Austin  was  united  in  marriage  with  Esther 
A.  Gilbert,  a  lineal  descendant  of  Alatthew  Gilbert, 
one  of  the  chief  men  of  the  commonwealth  in  the 
early  days  of  Connecticut.  Two  children  were  born 
to  Abner  Austin  and  wife:  E.  Gilbert,  who  died  in 
1886,  at  the  age  of  forty-one  years,  a  finely  educated 
man,  who  was  associated  with  his  father  as  book- 
keeper; and  Miss  Sarah  E.,  the  youngest  of  the 
family.  The  death  of  Mrs.  Austin  occurred  June 
22,  1873,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  Both  par- 
ents had  been  worthy  and  consistent  members  of  the 
North  Church,  now  the  United  Church. 

JOHN  RUGGLES  ROSSITER,  one  of  the  ven- 
erable retired  residents  of  the  town  of  Guilford, 
comes  of  a  family  which  has  long  been  identified 
with  this  region,  and  is  a  descendant  of  Edward 
Rossiter,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Boston  and 
an  assistant  of  Governor  Winthrop,  and  the  first  of 
the  name  in  America.  He  arrived  at  Salem,  Mass., 
in  June,  1630,  and  died  in  the  autumn  of  the  same 
year. 

Dr.  Bryan  Rossiter.  son  of  Edward,  came  to  this 
j  country  with  his  father  in  1630.  making  the  voyage 
j  in  the  ".'Mary  &  John."  In  163 1  he  was  made  a  free- 
:  man  in  Dorchester,  Mass.,  whence  he  removed  to 
I  Windsor,  Conn.,  in  1639;  he  was  the  first  town  clerk 
I  of  the  latter  place.  In  165 1  he  removed  to  Guil- 
I  ford,  where  he  passed  the  greater  part  of  his  remain- 
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ing  years,  dying  there  Sept.  30,  1672.  On  account 
of  clifTicultios  with  the  people  of  Guilford  about  the 
union  of  the  New  Havai  and  Hartford  Colonies, 
he  removed  to  Killingworth,  now  Clinton,  but  later 
returned  to  Guilford.  He  enjoyed  an  extensive 
practice.  Dr.  Rossiter  married  Elizabeth  Alsop,  and 
eleven  children  were  born  to  them :  Johanna,  who 
married  Rev.  John  Cotton,  died  Oct.  12,  1702; 
Esther  died  in  1649;  John  married  Mary  Gillette, 
and  died  in  September,  1670;  Samuel  died  Aug.  10, 
1640;  Timothy  died  in  1647;  Josiah  is  mentioned 
below;  Peter  died  in  165 1  ;  Abigail  died  in  1648; 
Susanna,  born  Xov.  18,  1652,  married  Rev.  Zach- 
ariah  Walker,  and  died  April  26,  1710;  Elizabeth 
died  in  September,  165 1 ;  Sarah  died  Aug.  10,  1669. 
Josiah  Rossiter,  fourth  son  of  Dr.  Bryan,  was 
born  in  Windsor,  and  came  to  Guilford  with  the 
rest  of  the  family,  spending  the  remainder  of  his 
life  in  this  town.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
He  married  Sarah  Sherman,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Sarah  (Mitchell)  Sherman,  of  Stamford,  and 
they  died  Jan.  31,  1716,  and  March  13,  1713,  re- 
spectively. They  had  a  large  familv:  Sarah,  born 
Nov.  26,  1677,  died  May  18,  1679;  Elizabeth,  April 
16,  1679,  Sept.  17.  1698:  Josiah,  [May  31,  1680, 
Sept.  23,  1 75 1  (married  Mary  Hill)  ;  Samuel,  Jan. 
28,  1682,  Aug.  23.  1682;  Timothy,  June  5,  1683. 
Feb.  7,  1725  (married  Abigail  Pcnfield)  ;  John,  Oct. 
13,  1684,  Jan.  8,  1687;  Samuel,  Feb.  17,  1686,  Jan. 
6,  1711  (married  Anna  Ward);  David,  April  17, 
1687,  April  29,  1688;  Jonathan,  April  3,  1688  (mar- 
ried Anna  Pierson)  ;  Nathaniel,  mentioned  below: 
Sarah,  Feb.  25,  1691  (married  Abraham  Pierson)  ; 
Patience,  April  6,  1692  (married  John  Belding)  ; 
Johanna,  April  23,  1693,  June  16,  1703;  ]Mary,  Sept. 

3,  1694  (married  Samuel  Chesebrough)  ;  Theophi- 
lus,  Feb.  12,  1696,  April  9,  1771  (married  x\bigail 
Pierson)  ;  Susanna,  June  13,  1697;  Ebenezer,  Feb. 

4,  1699,  Oct.  II,  1762  (married  Hannah  White). 
Nathaniel  Rossiter,  son  of  Josiah,  born  in  Guil- 
ford Nov.  II,  1689,  spent  his  entire  life  in  that 
town,  where  he  died  Oct.  4.  1751.  He  engaged  in 
farming.  On  July  8,  1714.  he  married  Anna  Stone, 
also  a  native  of  Guilford,  born  June  17,  1692,  died 
April  20,  1770,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  ^lary 
(Bartlett)  Stone.  Five  children  were  born  to  this 
marriage:  Nathaniel,  March  23,  1716,  died  Nov. 
21.,  1769  (married  Deborah  Fowler)  ;  Benjamin, 
Sept.  25,  1718  (mentioned  below)  ;  Sarah,  June  i, 
1720,  died  April  4,  1760  (married  Aaron  Evarts)  ; 
Noah,  April  15,  1725.  died  Feb.  q,  1757;  Nathan, 
Oct.  31,   1730   (married  Sarah  Baldwin). 

Benjamin  Rossiter,  born  Sept.  25,  1718,  in  Guil- 
ford, died  Sept.  27.  1796.  He  was  a  lifelong  farmer, 
living  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town.  On  March 
21,  1 75 1,  he  married  Abigail  Baldwin,  daughter  of 
Timothy  and  Bathsheba  (Stone)  Baldwin,  born 
March  5,  1724,  died  Sept.  14,' 1754.  On  Nov.  19, 
1755,  he  married  for  his  second  wife  Sarah  ]\Iorse 
Baldwin,  widow  of  Timothy  Baldwin,  a  brother  of 
the  first  wife.     Mrs.  Sarah  Rossiter  was  born  May 


6,  1728,  and  died  Jan.  27,  1828,  when  almost  one 
hundred  years  old.  Children:  Bathsheba,  born 
Jan.  18,  1752,  died  Oct.  10,  1770;  Timothy,  men- 
tioned below;  Sarah,  born  June  6,  1757,  died  April 
19,  1852  (married  Theophilus  Fowler)  ;  Lois,  born 
July  13,  1759,  died  June  17,  1791  (married  Eben- 
ezer Fowler)  ;  Benjamin  and  Abigail  (twins),  born 
Nov.  21,  1762,  died  July  5,  1764,  and  Jan.  22,  1821, 
respectively  (she  married  Ebenezer  Russell). 

Timothy  Rossiter,  born  in  North  Guilford  ]May 
21,  1754,  died  Feb.  26,  1835,  and  was  buried  in 
North  Guilford  cemetery.  He  passed  most  of  his- 
life  in  his  native  place,  and  was  quite  active 
in  all  its  interests,  and  a  deacon  in  the  church.  He 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.     On  ]May 

14,  1783,  he  was  married  in  Guilford  to  Mary  Rug- 
gles,  daughter  of  Deacon  Nathaniel  and  Anna 
(Bartlett)  Ruggles,  born  1758,  died  March  16, 
1816.  On  Oct.  16,  1816,  he  was  married  to  widow 
Anna  Arnold,  of  Haddam,  Conn.,  who  died  in  No- 
vember, 1844.  Children:  Benjamin,  born  Aug.  20,. 
1784,  died  Oct.  31,  1787;  Abigail,  Aug.  3,  1786,. 
Sept.  20,  1796;  John,  Aug.  22,  1788,  Oct.  8,  1799; 
Benjamin  (2)  (mentioned  below)  ;  Lois,  May  12, 
1793,  Feb.  22,  182 1  ;  Timothy,  Dec.  2,  1796,  Aug. 

15,  1879  (married  Sally  Todd)  :  Daniel,  Oct.  8, 
1798,  Nov.  29,  1837  (married  Harriet  Hanford)  ; 
Mary,  July  28,  1801,  April  6,  1883  (married  John 
Norton). 

Benjamin  Rossiter  was  born  Oct.  10,  1790,  on 
the  old  Rossiter  homestead  in  North  Guilford,  and 
there  spent  his  entire  life.  He  took  an  active  inter- 
est in  the  affairs  of  his  day,  and  was  well  known 
in  public  and  church  circles,  serving  as  deacon  in 
the  church.  In  political  opinion  he  was  first  a  Whig, 
later  a  Republican.  On  July  i,  1816,  he  married 
Catherine  Brooks,  born  in  1793,  daughter  of  Dr. 
David  S.  and  Annis  (Benton)  Brooks,  and  she  died 
Jan.  I,  1825.  He  subsequently  married,  Dec.  12, 
1827,  Nabby  Dudley  Fowler,  widow  of  Daniel  Fow- 
ler, born  Oct.  21,  1786;  she  died  Nov.  19,  1872,  and 
he  died  Nov.  20,  1866.  Children,  all  by  first  mar- 
riage :  John  Ruggles,  born  June  20,  1817,  is  men- 
tioned below;  David  Brooks,  born  Nov.  16.  1819, 
married  Carrie  ^L  Rossiter;  Sophronia  Annis,  bom 
Nov.  8,  1822,  married  Nathan  C.  Dudley.  The 
parents  both  sleep  in  North  Guilford  cemetery. 

John  R.  Rossiter  was  born  on  the  old  homestead 
in  North  Guilford,  and  received  a  good  education, 
which  he  put  to  practical  use,  engaging  in  the  teach- 
er's profession  for  forty  years  in  the  public  schools 
of  New  Haven  county.  He  also  carried  on  farming, 
and  has  assisted  in  the  local  civil  administration  in 
various  capacities,  though  specially  active  in  educa- 
tional affairs.  .As  selectman,  justice  of  the  peace, 
assessor  and  school  visitor  he  gave  universal  satis- 
faction to  all  concerned,  and  his  services  in  the 
State  Legislature  received  substantial  approval  in 
his  re-election ;  he  served  four  terms  in  the  House. 
Mr.  Rossiter  has.  like  his  forefathers,  taken  a  deep 
interest  in  the  work  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
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of  which  he  is  a  member,  and  in  which. he  was 
elected  deacon  in  1856,  serving  many  years.  He  has 
led  a  temperate,  industrious,  useful  life,  and  is  now 
enjoying  in  retirement  the  fruits  of  his  early  efforts, 
deservedly  contented  in  the  substantial  rewards 
which  have  attended  his  industry  and  the  esteem 
which  he  commands  wherever  he  is  known. 

On  June  11,  1845,  Mr.  Rossiter  married  Miss 
Cleora  Frances  Cruttenden,  who  was  born  Aug.  29, 
1824,  and  children  as  follows  were  born  to  them : 
Benjamin,  born  Sept.  7.  1846,  is  mentioned  below; 
Adeline,  born  March  i,  184S,  is  a  teacher;  John, 
born  Jan.  20,  1850,  is  a  resident  of  Norwich.  Conn., 
and  is  also  a  teacher  ( he  married  Eleanor  G.  Brown, 
of  New  Canaan)  ;  Catherine,  born  June  30,  1852, 
was  married  Feb.  13,  1S83,  to  George  H.  Chitten- 
den, and  died  March  15,  1885;  Frances,  born  Dec. 
18,  1854,  is  unmarried,  and  is  a  trained  nurse ;  Lois, 
born  Oct.  3,  1857,  was  married  July  27,  1882,  to 
William  M.  Foote;  Mary,  born  Dec.  28,  1859,  was 
married  Jan.  3,  1880,  to  Arthur  Newton,  of  Durham, 
Conn.;  Anna,  born  April  8,  1862;  and  Ruth  Fow- 
ler, born  Sept.  21,  1864,  died  Aug.  20,  1884. 

Benjamin  Rossiter  is  a  representative  citizen 
of  North  Guilford,  where  he  was  born,  and  where 
his  entire  life  has  been  passed.  He  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools  and  North  Guilford 
Academy,  and  taught  in  the  district  schools  of  Guil- 
ford and  Durham.  Aliddlesex  county,  in  his  earlier 
manhood,  but  he  is  now  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  on  the  old  homestead.  His  life  has  been 
one  of  useful,  effective  industry,  and  by  his  tem- 
perate habits  and  uprightness. he  has  won  universal 
respect  among  his  fellow  men.  The  confidence 
which  his  townspeople  have  in  his  ability  and  intelli- 
gence has  been  shown  in  his  election  to  the  State 
Legislature,  where  he  represented  them  in  1891. 
Mr.  Rossiter  is  an  active  member  of  the  North  Guil- 
ford Congregational  Church,  in  which  he  holds  the 
office  of  deacon,  and  he  is  a  worthy  representative  of 
ancestry  which  has  alwavs  held  an  honored  place 
in  the  life  of  the  community. 

The  Cruttenden  family,  to  which  Mrs.  John  R. 
Rossiter  belongs,  is  also  of  English  origin,  and 
Abraham  Cruttenden.  the  first  of  whom  we  have 
record,  came  from  Cranbrook,  England,  settling  in 
Guilford  in  1639.  He  died  there  in  January.  1683. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  ^lary,  he  married 
Mrs.  Johanna  Chittenden,  a  widow,  on  May  31, 
1665;  she  died  Aug.  16,  1668.  Children:  Thomas. 
who  died  Feb.  8.  1698;  Abraham,  next  in  line  of 
descent ;  Isaac,  who  married  Lvdia  Thompson,  and 
died  July  10,  1685 ;  ^L1rv,  who  married  Deacon 
George  Bartlett.  and  died  Sept.  11,  1669;  Elizabeth. 
wife  of  John  Graves ;  Hannah,  wife  of  George 
Highland  ;  and  Deborah,  who  died  April  30,   1658. 

Abraham  Cruttenden,  son  of  Abraham,  was  mar- 
ried May  13,  1661,  to  Susanna  Gregson.  daughter 
of  Thomas  Gregson,  of  New  Haven  :  she  died  Sept. 
8,  1713.  Children:  Abraham,  born  March  8.  1662. 
died    May    14,     1725    (married     Susanna   Kirby)  ; 


Sarah,  born  Aug.  21,  1665,  died  in  October,  1692 
(married  Thomas  Robinson);  Thomas,  born  Jan. 
31.  1667,  died  Sept.  14,  1754  (married  Abigail 
Hall)  ;  John,  born  Aug.  15,  1670.  died  May  16, 
1 75 1  (married  Bathsheba  Johnson)  ;  Joseph,  born 
April  9,  1674,  died  Feb.  6,  1763  (married  Mary 
Hoyt). 

John  Cruttenden,  born  in  Guilford  Aug.  15, 
1670,  died  ^lay  16.  1751.  On  May  6,  1703,  he 
married  Bathsheba  Johnson,  born  Aug.  20,  1683, 
died  April  25,  1752.  Children:  Elizabeth,  born  Feb. 
3,  1704.  died  Aug.  31.  1789  (married  Ebenezer 
Hall)  ;  Rachel,  born  Nov.  2j,  1707,  died  Sept.  22, 
1751  ;  John,  born  May  2,  1710,  died  June  18,  1784 
(married  Lucy  Lee)  ;  Mary,  born  March  13,  1713, 
died  Feb.  22,  1795;  David  is  mentioned  below; 
Isaac,  born  xA.pril  5,  1720,  died  July  13,  1796  (mar- 
ried Lucy  Benton). 

David  Cruttenden  was  born  in  Guilford  Dec.  3, 
1 7 16,  and  died  Sept.  30.  1770.  On  Oct.  20.  1742. 
he  married  Elizabeth  Stone,  born  May  6,  1717,  died 
Sept.  3,  1797,  and  they  had  children:  Elizabeth, 
born  1744,  died  Oct.  8,  1820;  David,  born  May  15, 
1746,  died  Sept.  27,  1829  (married  Hannah  Foster)  ; 
Nathan,  born  Jan.  22.  1751,  died  July  28,  1817; 
Ruth,  born  Jan.  7,  1749.  died  March  2.  1829;  Abra- 
ham, born  Oct.  11,  1756,  died  Nov.  28,  1837. 

Abraham  Cruttenden,  born  in  Guilford  Oct.  11, 
1756,  spent  his  entire  life  as  a  farmer  in  East  Guil- 
ford (now  Madison),  where  he  died  Nov.  28,  1837. 
On  Jan.  15,  1783,  he  married  Hannah  Dudley,  born 
April  23,  1754,  died  Aug.  7,  1810.  and  on  March  19. 
18 1 2.  he  married  widow  }sabby  Griswold,  daughter 
of  Josiah  Kelsey.  Abraham  Cruttenden  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Revolutionary  war.  serving  as  a  private 
in  Capt.  Hand's  Company,  Col.  Talcott's  Regiment. 
Children  :  Abraham,  born  March  9,  1784,  died  May 
14,  1861  :  Eber  is  mentioned  below;  Harvey,  born 
Nov.  17.  1788.  died  1868  (married  Catherine  Mur- 
phy) ;  Sally,  born  Jan.  19,  1791,  died  Oct.  23,  1844 
(married  Jared  Redfield). 

Eber  Cruttenden,  born  March  5.  1786,  died 
Aug.  6.  1872.  On  Jan.  2,  1811,  he  married  Olive 
Dudley,  born  in  June,  1791.  died  Aug.  25,  1826. 
On  June  25,  1827,  he  married  Ruth  Fowler,  born 
Feb.  II,  1783,  died  May  13,  1866.  Children:  Han- 
nah Maria,  born  May  21.  1812.  died  Nov.  5,  1882; 
Eber  Dudley,  born  June  7.  1814.  died  Aug.  15, 
182 1  :  Adaline,  born  Jan.  2,  1817;  Samuel  Dudley, 
born  Jan.  25.  1819.  died  Feb.  25.  1819;  Eber  Dud- 
lev,  horn  April  2,  1823,  died  May  20,  1889:  Cleora 
Frances,  born  Aug.  29,  1824.  married  John  R.  Ros- 
siter :  Samuel  Dudley,  born  Dec.  5,  1825,  married 
Rhoda  B.  Chittenden. 

MAIER  ZUNDER  (deceased),  the  founder  of 
the  firm  of  M.  Zunder  8z  Sons,  wholesale  dealers  in 
foreign  produce,  liquors  and  tobacco,  and  late  presi- 
dent of  the  National  Savings  Hank,  was  long  one 
of  the  leading  business  men  and  most  substantial 
citizens  of  New  Haven. 
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Mr.  Zunder  was  born  May  24,  1829.  in  Fuerth,  ] 
Bavaria,  son  of  Aaron  and  Besla  (Kaiser)  Zunder,  | 
and  was  of  that  nationality  to  whicli  this  country  t 
is   greatly    indebted    for   a   good   class   of   citizens,  : 
whose  frugality,  industry  and  public  spirit  have  been  ' 
potent  factors  in  the  general  progress.     In  1848,  in  I 
company  with  three  brothers,  Mr.  Zunder  came  to  j 
the  United  States.    For  a  time  he  worked  as  a  print-  \ 
er,  which  trade  he  had  learned  at  home,  and  in  1852  1 
began    business   on    his   own    account,    his    patron-  \ 
age   increasing   from   a   very   modest  beginning  to  | 
large  proportions  under  his  able  management.     Be-  \ 
fore  his  demise  the  business  was  located  in  a  five-  | 
story  brick  building,  with  basement,  in  State  street,  I 
New  Haven.  Each  story  has  a  floor  space  of  25x100  | 
feet,  and  ample  room  was  altorded  for  the  manipu-  j 
lation  and  display  of  a  choice  line  of  goods,  embrac- 
ing French  and  German  wines  and  liquors,  the  better  \ 
grades  of  domestic  whiskies  and  California  vintages,  I 
tobaccos,  and  table  condiments  of  almost  every  de-  i 
scription.  The  firm  has  an  extensive  patronage,  and  j 
they  act  as  agents  for  various  ocean  lines,  issuing 
drafts  payable  in  all  the  principal  European  cities. 
Mr.  Zunder  was  first  associated  with  his  brother, 
Samuel,  at  Xo.  54  Church  street.    After  the  latter's 
death   our   subject  carried   on   the   business   in   the 
Church  street  location  until  i860,  when  he  removed 
his  store  to  State  street.    For  many  years  he  was  as- 
sociated with  r^Ir.  Metzger,  the  firm  being  known 
as  AI.  Zunder  &:  Co.,  and  in  1S82,  when  Albert,  the 
eldest  son  of  Mr.  Zunder,  was  admitted  to  the  firm, 
it  became  M.  Zunder  &  Son.     In  1887  another  son, 
Theodore,  was  taken  in,  and  the  firm  was  composed 
at  the  time  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Zunder  of  himself 
and  his  two  sons,  Albert  and  Theodore.    Both  these 
young  men  are  natives  of  the  "Elm  City,"  and  are 
prominent  in  various  social  and  benevolent  organ- 
izations. 

Maier  Zunder  was  both  enterprising  and  public- 
spirited  to  an  exceptional  degree,  and  contributed 
not  a  little  of  his  time  and  means  to  work  in  dif- 
ferent lines  leading  up  to  the  advancement  of  New 
Haven.  For  more  than  twenty  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  school  committee,  to  which  he  w^as 
first  elected  in  1867,  and  was  re-elected  seventeen 
consecutive  times.  While  on  the  board  he  served  at 
different  times  on  every  committee,  and  succeeded 
the  late  Harmanus  M.  Welch  as  president  of  that 
body.  Always  interested  in  public  atifairs,  his  office- 
holding  was  confined  to  the  board  of  education. 
The  Zunder  school  in  George  'street  was  named  in 
honor  of  him. 

Maier  Zunder  held  membership  in  several  or- 
ganizations. He  was  treasurer  of  the  Congregation 
Mishkan  Israel ;  was  a  past  master  of  the  I.  O.  O. 
F. ;  belonged  to  the  Germania  Lodge ;  Connecticut 
Rock  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M..  of  which  he  was  a  char- 
ter member;  and  Horeb  Lodge,  I.  O.  B.  B.,  of  which 
he  was  at  one  time  president.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  board  of  governors  of  the  Bnai  Brith  Home,  in 
Yonkers,  N.  Y.  Socially  he  was  connected  with 
the  Harmony  Club  and  other  organizations.     Mr. 


Zunder  was  a  man  of  open  heart  and  generous  spirit, 
and  did  a  work  of  charity  in  the  city  of  which  little 
was  known,  but  which  made  his  death,  on  June  29, 
1901,  a  serious  loss  to  many  worthy  and  unfortunate 
people.  In  commercial  circles  Mr.  Zunder  was  very 
strong.  Thirty-five  years  ago  he  assisted  in  the 
founding  of  the  National  Savings  Bank,  and  for 
twenty-five  years  was  its  president.  It  is  said  that 
during  that  long  period  he  was  never  absent  from 
any  regular  meeting  of  the  bank  officials.  For  many 
years  he  was  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Mechanics' 
Bank,  and  was  one  of  the  most  active  members  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  was  also  associ- 
ated with  the  New  Haven  Colony  Society. 

Mr.  Zunder  is  survived  by  two  brothers  and 
two  sisters :  Louis,  who  is  at  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. ; 
Seligman,  who  is  connected  with  the  National  Sav- 
ings Bank  of  New  Haven;  and  Mrs.  David  Lauten- 
back  and  ]Vlrs.  Feuchwanger,  both  of  whom  reside 
in  New  Haven. 

Mr.  Zunder  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife, 
Mina  Rosenthal,  died,  and  he  then  wedded  her  sis- 
ter, }^Irs.  Regina  (Rosenthal)  Zunder,  widow  of 
his  brother.  This  union  was  blessed  with  the  fol- 
lowing children :  Isabella,  who  is  the  wife  of  Seig- 
wart  Spier,  of  New  Haven ;  Albert ;  Theodore ;  So- 
phie, who  married  Isadore  Chase,  of  Waterbury ; 
Delia,  who  is  the  wife  of  Charles  L.  Weil,  of  New 
Haven ;  and  Reginal  E..  a  clerk  in  the  National  Sav- 
ings Bank.  By  her  former  marriage  ^Irs.  Zunder 
had  three  children :  Flora,  wife  of  Lewis  P.  Weil ; 
Carl ;  and  Albert  Rosenthal. 

Albert  Zunder  was  born  June  29,  1856,  in 
New  Haven,  and  was  there  reared  to  manhood,  re- 
ceiving his  education  in  a  private  school,  and  finish- 
ing at  the  Wooster  school.  When  he  was  seventeen 
years  of  age  he  was  taken  into  his  father's  store, 
and,  in  a  sense,  grew  up  with  the  business.  At 
the  present  time  he  is  at  the  head  of  the  firm. 
Albert  Zunder  was  married  Oct.  8,  1882,  to  Rose 
E.  Falk,  a  daughter  of  ]Maier  Falk,  of  Albany,  N. 
Y.,  where  she  was  born,  and  where  her  father  was 
in  the  tobacco  trade.  Monroe  F.  is  the  only  surviv- 
ing child  of  this  union. 

Albert  Zunder  takes  an  independent  position  in 
politics  and  holds  to  the  principle  of  voting  for  the 
best  men  for  public  position.  Since  the  death  of  his 
father  he  has  been  elected  treasurer  of  the  Jewish 
Synagogue.  For  five  years  he  has  been  treasurer 
of  the  Harmony  Club,  and  for  fifteen  years  was  as- 
sociated with  its  management ;  he  is  also  a  member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. ;  of  Connecticut  Rock  Lodge,  F.  & 
A.  M. ;  Knights  of  Honor,  and  the  Heptasophs. 

JAMES  H.  SANDERSON,  one  of  the  success- 
ful and  progressive  agriculturists  of  Hamden.  New 
Haven  countv.  has  made  his  special  field  of  industry 
a  success,  and  is  highly  esteemed  and  respected  by 
all  who  know  him.  He  was  born  in  Middletown, 
Conn.,  Oct.  7,  1829,  son  of  David  Sanderson,  a  na- 
tive of  Hamden,  where  the  grandfather,  Cyrus  San- 
derson,  was  employed   in   the   gristmill  owned  by 
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Eli  Whitney  and  Jerry  Davisi.     Cyrus   Sanderson 
died  at  about  the  age  of  sixty  years. 

David  Sanderson  jiassed  his  boyhood  and  youth 
near  Whitneyville,  uiicre  in  early  Hfe  he  served  an 
apprenticesliip  to  the  gunmaker's  trade,  and  he  con- 
tinued to  follow  that  occupation  there  for  some  time. 
Subsequently  he  worked  in  Johnson's  gun  shop,  at 
Middlctown,  and  while  there  married  INIiss  Sarah 
H.  Tiffin,  of  that  place.  After  the  birth  of  our  sub- 
ject the  father  returned  to  Hamden  and  entered  the 
Whitney  Gun  Works,  where  he  was  employed  until 
1861.  He  removed  to  the  farm  where  our  subject 
now  resides  in  1841.  There  he  died  in  1862,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-eight  years.  James  H.  is  the  oldest  of 
his  three  children  ;  William  H.  is  a  resident  of  Rock 
Island,  111. ;  and  Chandler  died  in  1862. 

Jamesi  H.  Sanderson  was  twelve  3'ears  of  age 
when  the  family  removed  to  the  farm  in  Hamden, 
and  amid  rural  scenes  he  grew  to  manhood.'  He 
remained  on  the  farm  until  about  fifteen,  assisting 
in  its  operation,  and  then  entered  old  Squire  Whit- 
ney's gun  shop  at  Whitneyville  to  assist  his  father, 
who  was  employed  there.  In  those  days-  this  shop 
was  turning  out  the  first  of  the  old  Navy  revolvers 
of  the  Colt  pattern.  'Sir.  Sanderson  spent  in  all 
about  twenty  years  at  gim  and  pistol  working,  giv- 
ing up  that  work  in  1865.  About  1857  he  built  the 
house  near  the  old  homestead  and  lived  there  for 
twelve  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  the  farm 
where  his  boyhood  was  passed.  Since  about  1865 
he  has  devoted  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  for  the  past  thirty  years  making  a 
specialty  of  market  gardening,  raising  all  kinds  of 
vegetables,  which  he  retails ;  he  also  carries  on  fruit 
growing.     He  has  a  good  farm  of  twenty  acres. 

In  1856  Mr.  Sanderson  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Ellen  R.  Curtiss,  of  Hamden,  daughter 
of  Philo  Curtiss,  and  they  have  had  three  children : 
Elizabeth ;  ^Slaria ;  and  Hattie.  wife  of  William  C. 
Mansfield,  of  Hamden.  In  his  political  affiliations 
Mr.  Sanderson  is  a  Republican,  though  he  seldom 
attends  an  election,  his  assistance  to  the  party  being 
rendered  almost  entirely  through  the  influence  he 
exerts.  He  was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Free  Soil 
doctrine  during  the  period  of  itst  agitation.  .  Mr. 
Sanderson  gives  an  earnest  support  to  all  measures 
which  he  believes  will  prove  of  public  benefit.  He 
is  widely  and  favorably  known  and  has  a  host  of 
warm  friends  in  the  community  where  he  has  so 
long  made  hisi  home ;  for  a  man  of  his  age  he  is 
well  preserved,  in  spite  of  his  life  of  activity. 

HENRY  C.  ROWE,  the  head  of  the  firm  of  H. 
C.  Rowe  &  Co.,  grovvers  and  shippers  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Long  Isjand-  Sound  oysters,  was  the 
pioneer  in  deep  water  oyster  culture,  and  this  firm 
now  owns  more  oyster  ground  than  any  other  in  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Rowe  was  born  in  New  Haven  April  23, 
1851,  son  of  Ruel  and  Abbie  (Gordon)  Rowe,  and 
grandson  of  Levi  Rowe.  His  ancestors  were  land 
holders  in  New  Haven  in  1640.     His  great-grand- 


father, Ezra  Rowe,  and  Matthew  Rowe  (3),  brother 
of  Ezra  Rowe,  were  in  the  Colonial  army  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution.  Mr.  Rowe's  ancestors  were  pub- 
lic-spirited and  enterprising  citizens.  His  father, 
Ruel  Rowe,  carried  on  various  commercial  and  mer- 
cantile enterprises,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in 

1 868.  was  engaged  in  the  importation  of  oysters, 
principally  from  Southern  waters,  and  in  shipping 
them  to  Canada,  New  York  and  the  West.  Upon 
his  death,  in  May,  1868,  his  son,  Henry  C,  under- 
took the  conduct  of  the  business,  although  then  but 
a  boy  of  seventeen.  His  mother  was,  however,  a 
woman  of  rare  intelligence,  character  and  energy, 
and  it  was  with  the  aid  of  her  advice  that  he  was 
able  to  lay  the  foundation  of  what  has  become  a 
great  and  successful  enterprise. 

.  For  about  a  year  after  his  father's  death,  Henry 
C.  Rowe  carried  on  the  business  along  the  same 
lines,  but  the  Southern  competition  for  the  Western 
trade  was  strong,  and  he  soon  began  to  build  up  a 
New  England  trade,  which  formed  the  nucleus  of 
the  extensive  business  of  the  present  firm.  In  later 
years  he  has  shipped  all  over  the  northern  parts  of 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  as  far  west  as  Cali- 
fornia and  Oregon,  and  as  far  east  as  England  and 
Germany.  Mr.  Rowe  now  owns  over  ten  thousand 
acres  of  oyster  ground  in  Long  Island  Sound,  be- 
side controilling  a  large  area  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  gives  employment  to  a  great  number  of 
persons  and  vessels  of  various  kinds.  The  culti- 
vated oysters  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  are 
superior  in  quality  and  flavor  to  most  of  the  Chesa- 
peake Bay  and  other  Southern  stock,  and  Con- 
necticut alone  ships  annually  millions  of  bushels 
of  oysters,  opened  and  in  shell,  to  the  markets  of 
the  United  States,  Canada  and  Europe. 

Before  this  result  was  reached,  however,  many 
great  difficulties  were  encountered  and  overcome, 
which  cannot  even  be  mentioned  within  the  limits 
of  this  sketch.  Before  1870  Mr.  Rowe  realized  the 
great  possibilities  and  immense  future  for  the  oyster 
industry  of  New  England — if  oysters  could  be  prop- 
agated on  a  great  scale  in  Northern  waters,  in- 
stead of  depending  principally  upon  supplies  from 
the  South.  In  order  that  this  could  'be  done,  im- 
portant legislation  was  necessary,  and  it  was  not 
until  May  14,  1874,  that  he  took  from  the  State  the 
first  large  grant  of  oyster  ground  made  in  the  deep 
waters  of  the  Sound,  outside  of  the  harbors,  reefs 
and  islands,  and  commenced  the  work  of  oyster 
propagation  on  a  large  scale.  This  new  enterprise 
was  looked  upon  as  foolhardy,  the  general  opinion 
being  that  no  defensible  right  could  be  secured  to  the 
ground,  and  that,  if  it  could,  the  culture  itself,  for 
many  reasons,  was  impracticable.  Many  of  the 
predictions  were  not  wholly  mistaken,  and  the 
young  man  found  a  rough  road  to  travel  over  ere  he 
reached  the  goal  of  his  ambition.  When  some  of 
the  early  obstacles  were  overcome,  and  he  had  con- 
verted some  of  the  sea  bottom  of  the  Sound  into  a 
prospective  oyster  farm,  numerous  other  difficult- 
ies  arose.     The  general   public   had  an   idea  that 
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ovsKTS  grew  like  wild  fruit,  and  needed  only  to 
be  plucked ;  and  many  believed  that  the  rig-ht  of 
property  in  ovster  ground  was  a  wrong  to  the  pub- 
lic, and'  that  all  oysters  in  the  water  were  common 
plunder.  Much  prejudice  against  the  enterprise 
existed,  and  it  was  for  a  few  years  almost  impos- 
sible to  get  redress  from  the  courts  for  the  thefts 
and  trespassing  practiced,  for,  as  the  oyster  farms 
were  increased  to  include  hundreds  of  acres,  thefts 
were  frequent  and  the  beds  difficult  to  guard.  As 
Mr.  Rowe's  experiment  began  to  give  promise  of  a 
successful  industry,  others  went  into  the  enterprise, 
and  some  of  them,  not  understanding  the  law  for  a 
written  title,  went  into  the  Sound  and  staked  out 
ground  here  and  there,  regardless  of  the  rights  of 
others.  In  substance,  such  were  the  nature  and  con- 
ditions attending  the  earlier  years  of  oyster  culture 
in  Long  Island  Sound,  and  they  clearly  show  that 
the  undertaking  was  fraught  with  difficulties  on 
•every  hand,  and  imposed  on  the  projectors  grave, 
and  sometimes  most  unpleasant,  responsibilities,  as 
(suits  in  court  were  frequent  and  embittered.  But 
the  pluck  and  energy  of  Mr.  Rowe  and  his  asso- 
ciates were  equal  to  the  occasion  and  finally  tri- 
umphed, establishing  the  largest  oyster  industry  in 
New  England,  and  Mr.  Rowe  now  owns  and  pays 
taxes  upon  more  oyster  ground  than  any  other  per- 
son or  firm  in  the  United  States. 

Rowe  &  Co.  in  iSgj  commenced  the  use  of  ex- 
tensive grounds  in  Narragansett  Bay,  Rhode  Is- 
land, in  connection  with  their  vast  oyster  fields  in 
Long  Island  Sound,  and  they  now  control  more 
ground  in  Rhode  Island — as  well  as  in  Connecti- 
cut— than  any  other  person  or  firm.  Their  prin- 
cipal shipping  house  is  located  at  the  east  end  of 
■Quinnipiac  bridge.  New  Haven,  and  is  arranged 
on  an  entirely  different  plan  from  any  other  oyster 
house  in  the  United  States.  The  oysters  are  handled 
"by  such  methods  as  to  insure  their  perfect  condi- 
tion, and  with  the  least  labor  practicable.  This 
■firm  own  and  use  three  wharves  about  seven  hun- 
dred feet  in  extent,  and  with  a  depth  of  water 
sufficient  to  permit  the  loading  and  unloading  of 
their  steamers  at  either  high  or  low  water.  The 
plant  is  equipped  with  every  facility  for  storing, 
shucking  and  packing  oysters,  and  is  the  most  con- 
venient, as  well  as  the  most  complete,  in  the  coun- 
try. Five  thousand  bushels  can  be  caught  and 
handled  per  day. 

During  the  years  of  progress  in  this  line  of  in- 
dustry in  Long  Island  Sound  much  legislation  has 
•naturally  come  up  in  matters  of  titles  and  regula- 
tions, and  for  twenty-five  years  no  such  bills  have 
come  up  and  been  passed  without  Mr.  Rowe's 
careful  consideration.  One  of  the  mo?t  vigorous 
contests  in  the  Legislature,  in  which  he  was  en- 
gaged, occurred  in  1880.  when  he  secured  the  pass- 
age of  a  bill  permitting  him  to  dredge  on  his  own 
ground  with  his  own  steamer,  which  was  the  only 
oyster  steamer  then  owned  in  New  Haven.  The 
other  oyster  planters  vigorously  opposed  its  use, 
and  through  their  influence  Mr.  Rowe  was  opposed 
ae 


by  the  representatives  from  Xew  Haven  and  East 
Haven,  both  in  the  House  and  before  the  Legislative 
committee.  Thirteen  persons  were  before  the  com- 
mittee to  oppose  the  provision,  and  Mr.  Rowe  only 
in  its  favor.  After  a  lively  contest  the  committee 
favored  it  by  a  vote  of  eight  to  one,  the  Senate  by 
fourteen  to  four,  and  the  House  by  a  two-thirds 
vote,  deciding  that  Mr.  Rowe  was  right,  and  that 
the  act  was  just  to  those  who  opposed  him  so  bitter-  j 
ly.  They  claimed  that  steam  dredges  would  not  '< 
only  destroy  his  own  oyster  beds,  but  those  of  his 
neighbors,  but  later  they  owned  and  used  steam 
dredges  themselves. 

Since  its  formation,  in  1881,  Mr.  Rowe  has  been 
one  of  the  leading  spirits  in  the  Oyster  Growers' 
Association,  and  for  five  years  past  has  been  its 
president.  Men  who  were  once  his  opponents  now 
support  his  views.  He  has  been  connected  with 
many  measures  having  for  their  object  the  advance- 
ment of  the  oyster  culture.  He  was  mainly  instru- 
mental in  the  removal  of  the  place  for  depositing 
dredged  material,  in  the  government  work,  through 
the  orders  of  the  United  States  engineer  officers. 
He  also  secured  the  passage  of  an  act,  by  the  Legis- 
lature, for  the  same  purpose.  In  1882  Mr.  Rowe 
assisted  Lieut.  Francis  Winslow,  of  the  United 
States  navy,  in  carrying  on  some  interesting  and 
successful  experiments  in  the  artificial  propagation 
of  oysters. 

In  1887  Mr.  Rowe  presented  to  the  General  As- 
semWy  a  statement  of  the  conduct  of  the  Shell  Fish 
Commission,  as  it  was  then  constituted,  and  showed 
where  the  State  could  save  nine  thousand  dollars 
per  year  in  the  management  of  this  commission. 
The  General  Assembly  acted  upon  this  infonnation 
and  by  legislation  passed  upon  Mr.  Rowe's  state- 
ment more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars  have  been  saved  to  the  State  up 
to  the  present  time. 

Few  men  managing  such  extensive  interests  are 
willing  to  sacrifice  time  and  energy  to  public  meas- 
ures. Mr.  Rowe  has  not  sought  public  responsi- 
bility, but  when  it  has  been  placed  upon  him  by 
various  organizations,  including  the  New  Haven 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Connecticut  Oyster 
Growers'  Association,  and  other  organizations,  he 
has  performed  the  duties  entrusted  to  him  with 
faithfulness.  Among  other  public  movements,  he  I 
was  one  of  the  first  to  advocate  the  annexation  of  a 
part  of  the  town  of  Eas,t  Haven  to  New  Haven,  and  '\ 
was  on  the  committee  to  secure  the  passage  of  the 
bill  providing  for  annexation.  He  was  active  in  the  , 
preliminary  work  to  secure  the  building  of  the 
Quinnipiac  'bridge,  and  later  for  the  new  bridge,  to 
replace  Tomlinson's.  On  the  petition  of  H.  C. 
Rowe  and  others  the  Legislature  in  1885  ordered 
the  draw  in  the  bridge  just  referred  to  widened  to 
eighty  feet  or  more,  and  it  is  an  interesting  coin- 
cidence that  the  General  Assembly  of  1842,  upon 
the  petition  of  his  father,  Ruel  Rowe,  ordered  the 
draw  widened  to  fifty-four  feet,  w^hile  twenty  years 
before  that  date  his  grandfather,  Levi  Rowe,  headed 


402 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


a  movement  to  have  the  draw  widened,  the  width 
then  being  but  twenty-six  feet.     In  1883  Mr.  Rowe  ; 
procured  the  passage  of  a  bill  by  the  Legislature  to 
protect  infant  children  from  ill  usage  when  in  the  \ 
care  of  other  than  their  parents.  In  1884  and  1885  he   | 
was  chairman  of  a  committee  from  the  Thirteenth,   j 
Fourteenth  and  Fifteenth  wards  of  New  Haven  to  i 
oppose  the  schemes  of  consolidation  then  before  the  ' 
Legislature,  and  in  1886  was  a  member  of  a  similar  1 
committee  from  the  borough  of  Fair  Haven,  East,  j 
As  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  I 
New  Haven,  Mr.  Rowe  has  rendered  the  city  valu-  \ 
able  service.     He  has  worked  faithfully  for  the  im-  1 
provement  of  New  Haven  harbor.     He  was  secre-  j 
tary  of  the  New  Haven  Harbor  committee  for  one  j 
year,  and  for  the  past  three  years,  as  chairman  of   j 
the  committee,  has  labored  successfully  with  others  1 
in  securing  Congressional  legislation  for  harbor  im-  i 
provement.     His  duties  in  these  capacities  necessi-  \ 
tated  preparation  of  a  great  amount  of  information  | 
and  statistics.     The  legislation  secured  was  a  pro-  | 
vision  for  the  expenditure  of  $345,000  for  dredging  I 
the  harbor  of  New  Haven,  and  exceeded  by  S105,-  i 
000  the  total  amount  that  had  been  previously  ex- 
pended for  that  purpose  by  the  Government  during 
the  whole  history  of  the  city.     On  March  29,  1899, 
at  the  fifty-ninth  annual  meeting  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  New  Haven,  resolutions  were  unani- 
mously passed  thanking  Mr.  Rowe  for  his  efficient 
services  on  the  Harbor  committee. 

In   1901  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  requested 
suggestions  of  legislation  to  remedy  the  very  unjust 
assessments    which    then    existed    in    New    Haven. 
The  need  of  remedy  was  urgent,  as  the  assessments 
ranged  from  one  and  one-fourth  times  to  three  times 
the  market  value  of  real  estate.     There  were  3,580 
appeals  to  the  board  of  relief  among  the  10,377  ''^^^^ 
estate  tax-payers  of  New  Haven.    Neither  the  board 
of  relief  nor  the  Superior  Court  proved  of  any  avail 
in   remedying   these   evils.      Under    these    circum- 
stances the  Chamber  of  Commerce  invited  all  citi- 
zens of  New  Haven  to  offer  remedies,  and  a  method 
proposed  by  Mr.  Rowe  was  unanimously  approved 
by  the  committee  on  Legislation  of  the  Chamber, 
and  by  the  Chamber  itself.     The  leading  members 
of  the  Chamber,  with  Mr.  Rowe,  urged  the  passage 
of  what  was  known  as  the  '"Rowe  Bill,"  and  the  Ju- 
diciary committee  of  the  General  Assembly  voted 
to  recommend  its  passage,  notwithstanding  its  very 
unique  and  original   provisions.     After  having   so 
voted,  however,  four  members  of  the  Chamber  ap- 
peared before  the  committee   in   opposition  to  the 
measure.     The  committee   then    reversed   its    posi- 
tion, on  the  ground  that  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
was  not  united,  and  as  the  measure  was  quite  with- 
out precedent  they  hesitated  to  pass  it,  although  the 
committee  had  previously  shown  its  approval  of  the 
.  principle   involved   by   voting    to     recommend     the 
measure.      Although  the  Bill  did  not  become  a  law, 
the  able  presentation  of  the  case  to  the  public  made 
■at  that  time  resulted  in  a  reduction  ^of  the  unjust 
assessments  by  the  amount  of  twenty  million  dol- 


lars on  the  next  assessment  made  after  this  work 
of  the  Chamber. 

Mr.  Rowe's  public  services,  however,  have  been 
only  in  cases   where  he  was  asked  to  assume  re- 
sponsibility, and  his   principal   work  has  been  the 
great  enterprise   of  cultivating  oysters  on   a  large 
scale  in  the  deep  water  of  Long  Island  Sound,  in 
which  work  he  has  come  to  be  a  recognized  author- 
ity.    As  such,  at  the  request  of  the  United  States 
Government,  he  read  a  paper  before  the  Interna- 
tional Fisheries  Congress  at  the  World's  Fair  in 
Chicago,  in  1893,  and  also  addressed  the  members 
of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  in  January,  1894,  by 
invitation  of  the  Fish  Commission  of  Virginia.    His 
success  in  the  oyster  industry  has  resulted  not  only 
from  a  thorough  study  of  the  practical  culture  of 
oysters,  but    is  also  largely  due  to  the  fact  (for  he 
has  achieved  success  in  the  commercial  department 
of  the  industry  as   well)    recently  expressed   in   a 
pithy  way  by  one  of  the  competitors  of  the  firm,  who 
said :     "It  is  of  no  use  to  try  to  get  the  trade  of  H. 
C.  Rowe  &  Co.,  because  their  customers  know  that 
they  can  not  only  depend  on  the  quality  and  condi- 
tion of  the  oysters,  but  they  know  that  they  will 
always  get   full   measure   and   solid   meats."     This 
reputation   enables   the   firm   to  hold   its   trade,   al- 
though  often   undersold    in   price,   by   competitors. 
The  unprecedented  success  of  H.  C.  Rowe  &  Co. 
emphasizes  the  old  saying  that  "honesty  is  the  bes^ 
policy."  -     ,         • 

SHELDON  BRAINERD  THORPE  is  a  widely 
known  citizen  of  North  Haven,  a  descendant  of  an 
old    family    whose    ancestry  dates    from    William 
Thorpe,  who  sailed   from  England  to  America  in 
1635,  coming  with  wife  and  daughter,  both  of  the 
name  of  Elizabeth,  and  settling  in  New  Haven  in 
1638.     His  second  marriage  was  to  Margaret  Pigg. 
The  eldest  son  of  William,  named  Nathaniel,  owned 
land  at  "Blue  Hills"  which  his  daughters.  Experi- 
ence and  Lydia,  sold  to  Enos  Tuttle  in  1733.     The 
wife  of  Nathaniel  was  Mary  Ford,  of  Charlestown, 
Mass.,  and  the  children  of  this  marriage  were :    Na- 
;  thaniel,    Samuel,    Mary  and    Abigail.       His  second' 
(  marriage  was  to  Sarah  Robbins,  who  bore  him:   Sa- 
j  rah,  Experience,  Lydia,  William  and  Elizabeth. 
I         Nathaniel  Thorpe,  of  the  above  family,  grew  to- 
i  manhood.     He   and    his   wife   Elizabeth   had   eight 
!  children :     Nathaniel,   Samuel,  Isaac,  Hannah,  Re- 
I  becca,  Moses,  Aaron  and  Elizabeth.     Isaac  Thorpe, 
I  son    of    Nathaniel,    married     Dinah    Ludington    in 
1725,    and    their    residence   was    in    North    Haven, 
where   the   records-  of   the  Congregational   Church' 
testify  to  them  being  devout  people.    Their  children 
were:     Isaac,    ]Mary,     Nathaniel,     Nathaniel     (2)^ 
Jonathan,  Titus,  Jacob,  Amos  and  Dinah. 

Jacob  Thorpe  married  Eunice  Bishop  June  20, 
1768,  and  was  killed  by  the  British  forces  at  East 
Haven,  July  6,  1779,  leaving  children:  Asa,  Zophar, 
Jacob,  Beda  and  Billa.  The  widow,  Eunice  Thorpe,, 
married  Jonathan  Ralph,  and  the  children  of  this- 
union  were  :     Tilly,  Jonathan  and  •  Eunice. 

■K 
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Billa  Thorpe,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
in  iSoo  married  Polly  Moulthrop,  who  died  in 
1867,  her  husband  dying  two  years  previously.  The 
children  of  this  union  were :  Beda,  Eunetia,  Jacob, 
William  Darius,  Beda  Roxsina,  Dennis,  Polly  De- 
light, Rachel  and  Grace. 

Dennis  Thorpe,  the  lather  of  our  subject,  resided 
in  North  Haven,  on  the  Wallingford  road,  in  an  old 
brick  house  which  was  a  noted  landmark  in  the  lo- 
cality, having  been  built  in  1759.  At  the  time  of  his 
death,  Nov.  7,  1900,  he  was  the  oldest  male  resident 
in  the  town.  He  married,  Jan.  3,  1837,  Elmina  Bas- 
sett,  who  died  Jan.  2,  1901.  The  children  of  this 
union  were :  Our  subject,  Marthena,  Amanda,  Ells- 
worth Harrison,  and  Henry  Lewis. 

Sheldon  B.  Thorpe  was  born  in  the  old  brick 
house,  on  the  upper  plains  of  North  Haven,  Conn., 
Feb.  21,  1838.  Educational  privileges  in  that  place 
were  most  meager,  but,  by  the  aid  of  a  few  terms  in 
the  local  academy  of  the  town,  he  had  acquired  suf- 
ficient knowledge,  by  the  age  of  sixteen,  to  engage 
in  teaching,  and  was  employed  in  the  public  schools 
of  Northford,  Hamden  and  North  Haven.  In  that 
day  the  old-fashioned  country  "Lyceum,"'  with  its 
lectures,  debates  and  dramatic  entertainments  re- 
ceived his  support,  and  he  was  an  occasional  con- 
tributor to  the  newspaper  press  of  that  period. 

The  demands  of  the  Civil  war  claimed  his  at- 
tention, and,  with  many  of  his  companions,  he  en- 
listed Aug.  9,  1862,  in  Company  K,  15th  Conn.  V.  L, 
and  saw  hard  service  along  the  xA.tlantic  seaboard. 
In  1865  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  N.  Y.,  N.  H. 
&  Hartford  R.  R.  Co.,  as  assistant  station  agent, 
at  Windsor  Locks,  Conn.,  where  he  remained  several 
years,  and  was  then  engaged  by  the  Adams  Express 
Co.,  as  a  messenger  between  New  York  and  Spring- 
field. Mr.  Thorpe  served  this  company  for  four 
years,  a  portion  of  the  time  being  in  charge  of  the 
Merchants'  Lmion  Express  Co.,  in  New  Haven. 
In  1871  he  resigned  this  branch  of  the  business  and 
connected  himself  with  the  commission  house  of 
H.  E.  Smith  &  Co.,  in  which  line,  in  one  capacity 
and  another,  he  remained  until  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  The  Stiles  Brick  Co.,  of  North  Haven, 
where  he  is  at  present  engaged. 

Mr.  Thorpe  was  married  Dec.  25,  1865,  to 
Isabel  Jane  Barnes,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Jane 
(Barnes)  Barnes,  and  two  sons  have  been  born  to 
them :  Gardiner  E.,  agent  of  the  Bradstreet  Co.,  at 
Boston ;  and  Arthur  B.,  connected  with  the  New 
England  Engineering  Co.,  with  residence  in  Hart- 
ford, Conn.  In  1858  ^Ir.  Thorpe  became  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  later  ser^-ed  as  sup- 
erintendent of  the  Sunday-school  .some  years,  was 
also  treasurer  and  clerk  of  the  church  for  a  time, 
and  has  been  clerk  of  the  First  Ecclesiastical  So- 
ciety for  twenty-five  years.  In  politics  he  has  al- 
ways been  a  Republican,  and  represented  the  town 
in  the  Legislature  in  188 1.  For  many  years  he  was 
a  member  of  the  board  of  education,  acting  as  school 
visitor  a  portion  of  the  time. 

The  Bradley.  Library  Association  (of  which  our 


subject  is  a  charter  member  and  ex-president),  the 
Veteran  Soldiers'  Association,  the  Pierpont  Park 
commission,  and  other  public  projects,  have  always 
received  from  him  warm  support.  Through  his 
great-grandfather,  Sergt.  Jacob  Thorpe,  killed  at 
East  Haven,  Conn.,  in  1779,  in  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution, he  became  a  charter  member  of  the  Con- 
necticut Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  and 
was  a  member  of  its  first  board  of  managers ;  he 
also  belongs  to  Trumbull  Lodge,  No.  22,  F.  &  A. 
M.,  and  to  Admiral  Foote  Post,  No.  17,  G.  A.  R. 
Perhaps  Mr.  Th(5rpe  will  best  be  remembered  in 
his  native  State  by  his  History  of  North  Haven,. 
issued  in  1892,  and  his  History  of  the  15th  Conn. 
Vols.,  issued  in  1893,  both  of  these  valuable  works 
displaying  a  wonderful  amount  of  research  and. 
making  a  complete  and  reliable  history  of  the  sub- 
jects named.  In  1901  he  was  the  compiler  of  the 
memorial  volume  issued  by  the  '■20th  Century  Com- 
mittee." Mr.  Thorpe  has  in  his  possession  the  early 
genealogies  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  town,  and 
has  made  extended  studies  in  large  manuscript  vol- 
umes of  the  Thorpe,  Bassett  and  Barnes  families ; 
his  collection  of  old  documents,  autographs,  photo- 
graphs, cemetery  inscriptions,  church  history  papers, 
and  the  thousand  and  one  things  picked  up,  proba- 
bly constitute  him  the  best  authority  on  local  his- 
tory in  the  town.  This  laborious  and  painstaking 
work  is  done  in  his  leisure  time,  its  accuracy  mak- 
ing it  very  valuable  to  others  in  substantiating  old 
claims,  and  in  sometimes  proving  that  some  families 
are  not  like  those  of  whom  De  Foe  speaks,  when  he 
says  they  are  like  unto  potatoes,  the  best  being  un- 
derground. 

HARMON  HUMISTON,  one  of  the  venerable 
citizens  of  Hamden,  New  Haven  county,  was  born 
in  that  town  Jan.  15,  1818,  on  the  old  homestead 
which  adjoins  his'  farm  on  the  south.  The  Humis- 
ton  family  is  one  of  the  old  ones  of  that  town,  and 
one  that  is  soon  to  become  extinct,  as  our  subject, 
his  brother  Elihu  and  his  maiden  sister,  Maria  S., 
are  its  last  surviving  representatives.  Harmon 
Humiston  is  a  son  of  Justus  and  Elizabeth  (Har- 
mon) Humiston,  who  are  mentioned  elsewhere 
under  the  sketch  of  Elihu  Humiston,  of  Hamden. 
He  was  reared  a  farmer's  boy,  and  attended  the 
country  schools,  among  his  teachers  being  Joel 
Cooper  and  Allen  Tuttle.  He  also  attended  a 
private  school  that  was  conducted  in  the  basement 
of  the  Whitneyville  Congregational  Church.  His 
home  was  made  with  his  parents  practically  un- 
til he  was  married,  which  event  occurred  in  Ham- 
den on  Jan.  i,  1844,  w^hen  Miss  Maria  L.  Dick- 
erman  became  his  bride.  The  ceremony  was 
performed  by  Rev.  Dr.  Taylor,  of  Yale  College. 
Mrs.  Humiston  came  from  one  of  the  old  and 
numerous  families  of  Hamden.  She  was  borri 
Nov.  8,  1819,  at  Hamden,  the  daughter  of  Eli 
and  Sophia  (Bassett)  Dickerman,  the  former 
originally  from  Westville,  and  employed  for  many- 
years  in  the  gun  factory  at  Whitneyville,  while  the 
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latter,  Sophia  (Bassett)  Dickerman,  was  a  native 
of  Hamden.  Mrs.  Humiston  taught  school,  begin- 
ning at  the  early  age  of  sixteen  years,  teaching  first 
a  private  school  in  the  basement  of  Whitneyville 
Congregational  Church ;  she  later  taught  district 
schools  in  North  Haven  and  Hamden,  being  so  em- 
ployed in  all  about  twelve  years. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Airs.  Humiston 
went  to  housekeeping  on  their  present  farm,  where 
he  built  the  house  in  which  they  have  since  lived. 
Farming  has  been  his  lifelong  business,  except 
that  when  a  young  man  he  at  one  time  worked  in  an 
auger  shop  in  Hamden.  He  has  amassed  a  com- 
fortable competence.  In  church  matters  he  and 
his  wife  have  taken  an  active  part,  and  he  served  as 
deacon  for  years  in  Whitneyville  Congregational 
Church,  and  for  almost  sixty-four  years  taught  a 
class  in  Sabbath  school,  only  giving  up  that  work 
when  his  hearing  became  defective.  In  1867  he 
was  made  a  life  member  of  the  American  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions.  Mrs.  Humiston  began  teach- 
ing a  class  in  Sabbath-school  when  she  was  little 
more  than  sixteen  years  old,  and  continued  until 
about  1900  (about  sixty-five  years).  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Humiston  have  always  been  great  workers  in  the 
church,  and  they  took  active  part  in  the  choir, 
the  former  singing  bass  and  the  latter  alto  for  many 
years.  Their  example  has  ever  been  a  worth\-  one, 
and  their  influence  ever  the  best.  While  they  have 
no  children  of  their  own,  their  home  has  sheltered 
several  young  people.  Col.  H.  A.  Tyler,  of  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  lived  for  several  years  with  them,  until 
his  enlistment  as  a  young  man  in  the  Civil  war. 
Mr.  Humiston  and  his  wife  have  lived  together 
over  fifty-eight  years,  and  in  their  quiet  lives,  full 
of  happiness  and  good  works,  have  shown  a  per- 
fect picture  of  calm  content.  In  politics  Mr.  Humis- 
ton is  a  Republican,  but  has  never  aspired  for  honors 
in  politics.  No  more  highly  respected  old  people 
reside  in  the  town. 

REV.  CHARLES  PAGE.  To  the  early  Colon- 
ial families  are  due  the  credit  and  praise  for  the  evi- 
dences of  thrift  and  prosperity  to  be  seen  on  every 
hand.  Their  industry,  frugality  and  undaunted  zeal 
changed  this  once  wooded  and  desolate  coast  to  a 
land  of  abundance,  dotted  with  prosperous  homes. 
public  schools  and  churches.  The  wonderful  trans- 
formation was  accomplished  by  the  class  of  our  early 
settlers  brought  up  to  the  idea  that  labor  and  re- 
ligion should  go  hand  in  hand.  Our  Colonial  fam- 
ilies instilled  these  views  into  the  minds  of  their 
children,  and  to-day  the  good  results  of  their 
efforts  are  most  apparent.  To  no  family  in  New 
Haven  county  can  we  point  as  better  examples  of 
this  desirable  colonizing  class  than  the  Pages,  com- 
bining as  they  do  willingness  to  carve  out  success 
for  themselves  with  true  religious  principles. 

From  the  Probate  Records   (Vol.  II)    we  learn 

"that  George  Page,  a  Christian  gentleman,  emigrated 

from  England  and  came  to  America,  soon  taking  up 

his  permanent  location  at  Branford,  Conn.   .  In  1667 


he,  with  a  number  of  others,  signed  an  agreement  to 
build  a  Congregational  church,  and  two  years  later 
the  building  was  completed.  His  marriage  to  Sarah 
Linsley,  daughter  of  John  Linsley,  took  place  soon 
after  they  crossed  the  ocean,  and  the  many  good 
qualities  of  heart  and  mind  that  she  possessed, 
coupled  with  those  of  her  husband,  have  been 
handed  down  through  generations,  making  their 
descendants  desirable  citizens,  good  neighbors  and 
true  friends.  Mrs.  Page  died  in  1695,  when  still  in 
the  prime  of  life.  In  another  of  the  records  we 
find  that  George  Page  made  his  will  in  1689,  and 
that  it  was  probated  the  same  year,  thus  giving  posi- 
tive assurance  that  his  death  occurred  in  that  year. 
His  children  were  Sarah,  born  in  1666;  Samuel, 
1670;  George,  1672;  Jonathan,  1675;  Hannah,  1677; 
Nathaniel,  1679;  Daniel,  1683;  and  John,  1684. 

Daniel  Page,  son  of  George,  was  but  six  years 
old  when  his  father  died,  and  like  many  was  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources  at  an  early  age.  When  a 
young  man  he  located  in  North  Branford,  where  he 
purchased  land  and  engaged  in  farming.  He  be- 
came one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  the  town, 
was  a  deacon  of  the  Congregational  Church,  served 
as  selectman  about  1727,  and  also  as  one  of  the 
grand  jurors.  He  was  married  Feb.  3,  1710,  to 
Hannah  Johnson,  and  died  April  17,  1766.  Their 
children  were  Prudence,  born  in  171 1;  Hannah, 
1713;  Daniel,  1715  (died  in  1716)  ;  Abraham,  1717; 
Mary,  1719;  Daniel  (2),  1724;  Martha,  1727;  Eph- 
raim,  1730 ;  and  Sarah,  1732. 

Daniel  Page,  Jr.,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in 
North  Branford,  and  remained  there  until  1776, 
when  he  moved  to  Bare  Plain,  in  the  southwestern 
part  of  the  town.  There  he  died  July  4,  1779.  just 
three  vears  after  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  and  while  the  war  for  freedom  was 
still  raging.  He  served  as  constable  from  1755  to 
1759;  selectman  from  1763  to  1777;  and  represented 
his  town  in  the  Legislature  for  eight  terms.  On 
Feb.  13,  1749,  he  married  Dinah  Baldwin,  daugh- 
ter of  Israel  Baldwin,  and  to  them  came  the  follow- 
ing named  children:  Esther,  born  in  1749  (died 
in  1751)  ;  Dinah,  1752;  Esther,  1754;  Daniel,  1757; 
Mary,  1759;  Lois,  1763;  Tryphena,  1766;  and  Ben- 
jamin, 1769. 

Benjamin  Page,  son  of  Daniel,  Jr.,  was  born  Oct. 
18,  1769,  and  died  Nov.  29,  1851.  He  was  twice 
married.  On  May  16.  1798,  he  wedded  Lois  Ford, 
who  died  June  25,  1810.  and  for  his  second  wife  he 
married  Mary  Hurd,  who  died  Aug.  15,  1852.  By 
the  first  union  there  were  six  children,  whose  names 
and  dates  of  birth  were  as  follows:  Esther,  July  i, 
1799;  Daniel.  Feb.  24.  1801  ;  Lois.  Nov.  24.  1802; 
Phcebe  A.,  Nov.  25,  1804;  Benjamin,  Aug.  11,  1806; 
and  Selina,  July  30,  1808.  The  children  by  the  sec- 
ond marriage  were  Mary,  bom  in  1815;  Judson, 
born  in  1816;  Daniel  and  others  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; and  Darwin,  born  in  1822.  The  father  of 
this  numerous  family  was  a  man  of  considerable 
prominence  in  his  day  and  neighborhood.  He  had 
received  some  advantages  in  the  way  of  education. 
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and  by  reading-  and  observation  he  added  greatly  to 
his  fund  of  useful  information.  His  merits  were 
evidently  appreciated  by  his  neighbors  and  friends, 
as  he  was  called  upon  to  serve  as  justice  of  the  peace 
for  forty  years,  as  a  member  of  the  Legislature  two 
terms ;  and  as  town  clerk  one  year.  He  was  an  ac- 
tive worker  as  well  as  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  like  his  ancestors  was  a  Democrat  in 
political  views. 

Benjamin  Page,  Jr.,  son  of  Benjamin,  and  father 
of  our  subject,  was  married  in  Meriden,  Conn.,  Oct. 
20,  1836,  to  Sarah  E.  Merriam,  who  was  born  Feb. 
S,  1816,  and  died  May  12,  1887;  he  died  July  16, 
1876.  He  was  an  earnest  and  consistent  member 
■of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  Tvlrs.  Page 
united  with  the  Episcopal  Church.  'Mr.  Page  was  a 
strong  Democrat  in  politics.  He  was  prominently 
identified  with  public  affairs,  filled  various  local 
offices,  and  served  as  town  clerk  and  justice  of  the 
peace  for  twenty-three  years  each.  In  his  family 
were  five  children :  John  M.,  born  Feb.  14,  1838,  is 
engaged  in  the  hardware  business  in  Naugatuck, 
and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly; Charles,  our  subject,  is  next  in  order  of  birth; 
Benjamin,  bom  Sept.  4,  1840,  is  in  the  insurance 
and  real  estate  business  in  Meriden,  and  has  served 
two  terms  as  mayor  of  the  city ;  Martha  E.,  born 
Feb.  25,  1845,  is  the  wife  of  T.  A.  Smith,  of  Xorth- 
iord ;  and  Robert,  born  July  5,  1846,  is  a  farmer  of 
iNorth  Branford. 

Charles  Page  was  born  ]May  21,  1839,  in  North 
Branford,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  his  pri- 
mary education  was  obtained  in  the  district  school 
of  the  neighborhood.  Later  he  attended  the  Meri- 
den high  school  and  the  Guilford  Institute ;  spent 
one  winter  at  the  State  Normal  School ;  and  for 
three  years  was  a  student  at  Yale  Divinity  School, 
New  Haven.  Previous  to  entering  the  Divinity 
School  he  engaged  in  school  teaching  five  years  in 
his  native  town,,  one  each  in  Branford  and  VV'alling- 
iord,  and  two  in  New  Haven.  He  has  always  owned 
farm  property  in  North  Branford,  but  has  devoted 
his  time  to  other  pursuits,  and  has  only  superin- 
tended the  operation  of  his  land. 

In  Guilford,  April  22,  1863,  Air.  Page  married 
Miss  Elbertine  A.  Dudley,  a  daughter  of  Luther  F. 
and  Eliza  (Buck)  Dudley.  The  father  was  a  tanner 
hy  trade,  but  followed  farming  in  later  life.  He 
was  born  in  North  Guilford  ?ilarch  7,  1814,  and 
died  Alay  22,  1876,  while  his  wife,  born  Feb.  22, 
"1816,  died  ]\Iay  24.  1897.  Mrs.  Page  was  born 
June  II,  1841,  and  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth 
in  a  family  of  four  children:  Lois  R.,  born  Oct. 
27,  1839,  is  the  w^ife  of  George  Ford,  of  North 
Branford;  Mary  A.,  born  ^lay  17.  1843,  is  the  wife 
of  W.  P.  Niles,  of  New  Haven  ;  and  Fannie  E.,  born 
April  9,  1855,  married  A.  L.  Rice,  of  New  Haven, 
and  died  Aug.  12.  1898.  :Mr.  and  'Sirs.  Page  have 
three  children:  Charles  A.,  born  Feb.  12.  1865,  be- 
gan railroad  work  in  1884,  and  since  1890  has  been 
a  conductor  on  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hart- 


ford Railroad;  Edson  C,  born  May  21,  1868,  mar- 
ried   Sylvia   L.    Gates,    and    now   superintends   thcj 
operation  of  his  fatho^r's  grist  and  saw  mill  in  Northi 
Branford    (they  have    one    child.    Genevieve    Ge-i 
nevra,   born   March  3,    1900)  ;   and   May  C,  bomj 
Aug.  I,  1870,  is  the  wife  of  John  R.  INIerrick,  post-! 
master  of  Totoket,  North  Branford,  and  has  four 
children — Elbertine  A.,  born  Dec.  12,  1893;  Velmai 
A.,  Jan.  12,  1896;  Jonathan  Lucius,  Alarch  11,  1899; 
and  a  daughter,  Jan.  i,  1902. 
I         The  Republican  party  finds  in  IVIr.  Page  a  stanch 
I  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  his  fellow  citizens 
I  recognizing  his  worth  and  ability  have  often  called 
i  him  to  public  office.     He  has  served  as  town  clerk 
j  for  the  past  thirty  years ;  town  treasurer  for  the 
i  same  time;  justice  of  the  peace  for  a  number  of 
I  years;   and   representative   in    1874  and    1901.      On 
Sept.  30,  1885  he  was  licensed  to  preach  as  a  minis- 
ter of  the  Congregational  Church,  was  ordained  Feb. 
13,  1894,  and  is  now  pastor  of  the  church  at  Foxon. 
His   life  has  been  manly,  his  actions   sincere,   his 
manners  unaffected,  and  his  example  is  well  worthy 
of  emulation. 

HENRY  WARREN,  president  of  the  Butler  & 
Lyman  Land  Co.,  and  a  director  of  the  Bridgeport 
Wood  Finishing  Co.,  is  one  of  the  most  respected 
citizens  of  Meriden. 

Mr.  Warren  was  born  Sept.  17,  1837,  in  Water- 
town,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  a  son  of  Alanson  and 
Sarah  i\I.   (Hickox)   Warren,  and  is  a  descendant 
of  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  England,  as  well  as 
America.    We  give  the  complete  genealogy  from  the 
Earl  of  Normandy  and  the  daughter  of  William 
i  the  Conqueror :      ( i )    William   de   Warenne,   Earl 
I  of  Normandy,  who  died  in  1088,  married  Gundred, 
I  youngest  daughter  of  William  the  Conqueror.     (2) 
!  William  de  Warren,  second  Earl  of  Warren  and 
!  Surry — Isabel.      (3)    Reginal   Warren — Adelia   de| 
I  Alowbray.     (4)   William  Warren — Isabel  de  Hay- 1 
i  den.     (5)    Sir  John  Warren — Alice  de  Townsend. i 
j   (6)    John   Warren — Joan  de  Post.      (7)    Sir  Ed- 1 
I  v,-ard  Warren — Maude  de  Skeyton,  1327.     (8)  Sir 
I  Edward  Warren — Cicely  de  Eaton.     (9)   Sir  John 
I  Warren — Agnes  de  Wynnington.      (10)    Sir  Law- 
i  rence    Warren     (born     1394) — Margery    Bulkley. 
I   (11)    John  Warren    (born   1414) — Isabel   Stanley. 
I   (12)    Sir  Lawrence  Warren — Isabel  Leigh.      (13) 

i  \Villiam  Warren — Anne  .     (  14)  John  War- 

I  ren  (died     1523) — Elizabeth.       (15)  John  Warren 

I .      (  16)    Christopher  Warren  .      (17) 

i  William   Warren — Anne   Marble.        ( 18)    Christo- 
j  pher  Warren — Alice  Webb. 

;  (19)  Richard  Warren — Elizabeth  Janette  ]\Iarsh, 

i  came  from  Greenwich.  England,  on  the  "May- 
tiower."  to  Plymouth,  Mass..  in  1620.  Richard  died 
'  at  Plvmouth  in  1628.  and  his  widow  died  in  1673. 
j  Children :  Nathaniel,  Mary.  Joseph,  Anne,  Sarah, 
■  Elizabeth  and  Abigail.  (20)  Nathaniel  Warren — 
;  Sarah  Walker,  married  November.  1645  ;  Nathaniel 
i  died  in  1667,  his  widow  in  1700.     Children:  Rich- 
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ard,  Jabez,  Sarah,  Hope,  Jane,  Elizabeth,  Alice, 
Mercy,   Alary,   Nathaniel,  John  and  James.      (21  j 

Richard  Warren  ;  Richard  died  in  Middle- 

boro,  Mass.,  1697.  Children :  John,  Samuel  and 
James.  (22)  John  Warren — (i)  Xaomi  Read,  (2) 
Anne  Read;  John  died  in  Middleboro,  Mass.,  1768. 
Children:  James,  Xathaniel,  Xehemiah,  John,  Xa- 
omi and  Anne.  (23)  James  Warren  and  Abigail 
Thomas,  of  Woodbridge,  Conn.,  were  married  in 
July,  1744.  They  lived  in  Xew  Haven  and  Wood- 
bridge,  Conn.  Abigail  died  in  Watertown,  Conn., 
Sept.  13,  1800.  Children:  Jason,  born  Feb.  20,  1745; 
Sarah,  born  Feb.  i,  1746,  married  a  Air.  Tuttle, 
Catskill,  X'.  Y. ;  Rachel,  born  July  4,  1749,  married 
John  Russell;  Abigail,  born  June  3,  1752,  married 
James  Pritchard ;  Xathaniel.  born  Jan.  15,  1755, 
married  Susannah  Johnson  and  Alary  Wedge ;  Je- 
mima, born  Oct.  15,  1758.  married  a  Air.  Hosford, 
Putney,  \i.\  Edward,  born  Sept.  18,  1761,  married 
Mary  Steele;  Richardson.  (24)  Edward  Warren — 
Mary  Steele.  Edward  Warren,  born  Sept.  18,  1761, 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  was  drowned  in 
Naugatuck  river  Dec.  10,  1814.  Alary  Steele  died 
in  Watertown,  Feb.  26,  1S49,  aged  eighty-five  years. 
Children:  Isaac;  Alary,  who  died  Alarch  20,  1863, 
aged  seventy-eight,  married  Parmelee  Richards, 
who  died  Dec.  6,  i860,  aged  eighty  years;  Lewis 
married  Susan  Judd ;  Lyman,  who  died  Alarch  4, 
i860,  aged  seventy,  married  Abigail  J.  Allen,  who 
died  Sept.  17,  1885,  aged  eighty-six  years,  nine 
months;  Sheldon,  who  died  Xov.  21,  1825,  aged 
thirty-two,  married  Clarenda  Welton,  who  died  Oct. 
17,  182 1,  aged  twenty-four,  and  (second)  Ann 
Mead,  who  died  X'ov.  13,  1883,  aged  eighty-eight 
years;  Alanson,  born  Alay  10.  1796,  died  Oct.  20, 
1858,  aged  sixty-two  years ;  Truman,  who  never 
married,  died  Jan.  10,  1822,  aged  twenty-two,  and 
was  buried  in  Darien,  Georgia. 

Alanson  Warren,  father  of  Henry,  was  reared 
to  manhood  in  his  native  town,  where  he  became  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacturing  business.  He  was  a 
man  of  progress  and  enterprise,  and  was  foremost 
in  everything  for  the  benefit  of  his  town  and  its 
people.  He  was  one  of  the  first  members  of  what 
is  now  the  Wheeler  &  Wilson  Sewing  Alachine  Co., 
in  1848  becoming  a  partner  of  Xathaniel  Wheeler 
and  George  P.  Woodruff,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Warren,  Wheeler  &  Woodruff.  They  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  metallic  articles,  and  Air. 
Wheeler  was  the  manager  of  the  business.  Early 
in  the  year  1850  Air.  Warren  formed  a  partnership 
with  Messrs.  Wheeler,  Wilson  &  Woodruff,  under 
the  style  of  the  Wheeler  &  Wilson  Co.,  as  manu- 
facturers of  sewing  machines.  He  died  Oct.  20, 
1858,  and  was  buried  in  Watertown.  He  was  a 
Whig  and  Republican  in  political  faith.  Air.  War- 
ren married  Sarah  Al.  Hickox,  who  died  April  20, 
1866,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  They  had  eight  chil- 
dren, viz. :  Belinda,  who  married  George  P.  Wood- 
ruff, and,  for  her  second  husband.  Owen  B.  King; 
Truman  A. ;  David  Hard,  who  married  Louisa  Bron- 


son  ;  Sarah,  who  married  Tracy  J.  Bronson  ;  Charles 
A. ;  Henry ;  Alary,  who  died  unmarried ;  and  Alan- 
son. 

Henry  Warren  grew  to  manhood  in  Watertown. 
and  like  his  father  became  interested  iii  manufac- 
turing and  similar  enterprises.  He  is  president  of 
the  Butler  &  Lyman  Land  Co.,  of  Aleriden,  and  a 
director  of  the  Bridgeport  Wood  Finishing  Co.,  and 
is  also  interested  in  other  concerns  in  Xew  Haven 
and  Aleriden.  Personally  Air.  Warren  is  a  man 
of  domestic  tastes  and  genial  disposition,  well-read, 
and  endowed  with  more  than  ordinary  intelligence. 
Politically  he  is  a  Republican.  He  worships  at  St. 
Andrews  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his  wife  and 
daughter  are  members.  On  Alay  5,  1868,  in  Aleri- 
den, Air.  Warren  married  Josephine  Griswold  Ly- 
man, daughter  of  Hon.  William  Worcester  Lyman, 
and  one  child,  Etta  Lyman,  blessed  this  happv 
union.  She  began  her  education  in  Aleriden  and 
graduated  at  Airs.  Sylvanus  Reed's  school,  Xew 
York.  Like  her  mother,  she  has  artistic  tastes,  and 
is  a  quite  skillful  performer  on  the  violin,  mandolin 
and  piano.  She  is  also  a  vocalist.  Aliss  Warren  re- 
ceived instruction  on  the  violin  under  Alichael 
Banner,  of  Xew  York,  and  Prof.  Alilche,  of  Wall- 
ingford.  She  is  a  young  lady  of  refinement  and  cul- 
ture, much  devoted  to  her  parents  and  they  to  her^ 
and  their  home  is  one  of  the  happiest  in  Aleriden. 
Airs.  Warren  attended  school  in  Aleriden,  also  at 
Airs.  Edwards'  school  in  Xew  Haven,  and  received 
thorough  instruction  in  both  vocal  and  instrumental 
music  under  the  following  masters  :  Prof.  Rivarde. 
Tamaro,  Ritzo,  Bristol,  and  Aladame  Torry,  of 
Xew  York.  She  possesses  a  beautiful  voice,  and 
has  been  a  member  of  St.  Andrews  choir.  She  is  a 
lady  of  character  and  culture,  and  presides  over 
her  beautiful  home  with  ease  and  grace,  dispensing- 
a  charming  hospitality  to  the  many  who  enjoy  the 
friendship  of  the  family. 

Ashbel  Griswold,  the  foster  father  and  uncle  by 
marriage  of  the  late  Airs.  Lyman,  mother  of 
Airs.  Henry  Warren,  was  one  of  Aleriden's  grand 
old  men.  He  was  born  April  4,  1784,  at  Rocky  Hill. 
Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  grew  to  manhood. 
He  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade  there  with  Capt. 
Danforth,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  came  to 
Aleriden,  and  soon  after  started  in  business  at 
Tracy,  engaging  in  the  manufacture  of  tea  pots- 
and  similar  articles,  from  block  tin.  He  contin- 
ued this  until  1842,  when  he  retired.  He  built  a 
home  on  what  is  now  Britannia  street,  near  the 
home  of  Airs.  William  Lyman,  about  18 10.  He 
was  a  member  and  warden  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
Air.  Griswold  represented  his  town  in  the  State  Leg- 
islature in  1 83 1  and  1847,  and  was  justice  of  the 
peace  for  several  years.  For  a  number  of  years  he 
was  president  of  the  Aleriden  Bank,  and  he  was 
known  universally  as  an  honest,  upright  man  in  all 
dealings.  He  died  Alay  30,  1853,  and  is  buried  in 
Aleriden.  Air.  Griswold  married  Lucy  Frary, 
daughter  of  James    Frary,  and    after    her    death 
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wedded  Ann  (Hall),  widow  of  Andrew  Lyman  and 
mother  of  William  Worcester  Lyman,  father  of 
Mrs.  Warren.  I 

PAUL  CHEESEBOROUGH  SKIFE.  M.  D..  | 
a  leadinjT  physician  of  Xew  Haven,  for  forty  years  ! 
lias  been  actively  ensajaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro-  j 
fession  in  that  city,  and  has  risen  to  eminence  in  ■ 
his  chosen  work.  The  good  opinion  of  his  fellow  1 
citizens  is  his  to  a  marked  degree,  and  he  is  a  typi-  | 
cal  representative  of  one  of  the  sturdy  families  of  \ 
old  New  England,  whose  coming  to  this  contuicnt  [ 
was  but  a  little  after  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrim  1 
fathers. 

Dr.  Skiff  was  born  Oct.  4,  1828,  at  the  old  fam-  j 
ily  homestead  in  the  town  of  Kent.  Litchfield  county,  j 
now  his  own  property.  This  home  antedates  by  i 
at  least  a  decade  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  1 
Revolution,  and  it  has  sheltered  several  generations  ! 
of  this  name  through  a  period  of  134  years.  Dr.  | 
Skiff  is  a  son  of  Luther  and  Hannah  (Comstock) 
Skiff,  a  descendant  in  the  seventh  generation  from  1 
James  Skiff'  (who  is  the  ancestor  of  all  the  Skiffs  | 
in  America),  of  Plymouth,  2^Iass..  where  he  is  on  I 
record  as  early  as  1636,  and  later  at  Lynn,  and  then 
at  Sandwich,  which  was  founded  by  settlers  from  I 
Lynn  in  1637,  including  himself.  For  thirteen  i 
years,  counting  from  1645,  James  Skiff'  represented  | 
this  town  in  the  Colonial  Legislature ;  and  his  son  \ 
Stephen,  beginning  with  1676,  also  performed  the  | 
same  function  for  many  years.  The  Doctor's  line  of  \ 
descent  is  through  Xathan.  Stephen,  Xathan  {2), 
Nathan  (3),  and  Luther  Skiff'. 

Nathan  Skiff,  the  son  of  James,  was  born  in 
1645,  was  married  to  two  wives,  Mary  Chipman. 
daughter  of  John  Chipman,  of  Barnstable,  and 
Ruth   (surname  not  known). 

Stephen  Skiff,  son  of  Nathan,  married  Elizabeth 
Hatch,  and  in  1720  settled  in  what  is  now  Tolland, 
Connecticut. 

Nathan  Skiff  (2),  son  of  Stephen,  born  in  1718, 
was  married  in  1741  to  Thankful  Eaton.  They  set- 
tled in  the  town  of  Kent.  Litchfield  county,  where 
they  occupied  for  a  time  the  log  cabin,  which  gave 
way  in  1766  to  the  frame  house  noted  above. 

Nathan  Skiff  (3),  son  of  Nathan  (2),  was  born 
in  175 1,  and  was  married  to  Abigail  Fuller,  and 
nine  children  were  born  of  this  union.  Nathan 
Skiff  (3)  served  in  the  Revolutionary  army  under 
Capt.  Abraham  Fuller.  He  responded  to  the  call 
for  the  defense  of  New  York  in  1776.  and  helped 
defend  Dan'bury,  which  was  raided  by  Gen.  Tryon 
in  1777.  His  wife,  Abigail  Fuller,  was  a  daughter 
of  Zechariah  and  Abigail  ( Hubbell )  Fuller,  the 
former  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Lydia  (Day)  Fuller. 
Joseph  Fuller  was  one  of  the  original  grantees  and 
incorporators  of  the  township  of  Kent,  to  which 
he  came  from  East  Haddam  in  1738:  he  was  a  son 
of  John  and  Mehitable  (Rowley)  Fuller,  and  a 
grandson  of  Sanuiel  Fuller  and  Jane,  a  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  John  Lathrop,  of  Scituate.     The  last 


named  couple  were  married,  by  Capt.  Miles  Stand- 
ish.  Samuel  Fuller,  with  his  father,  Edward,  and 
his  uncle.  Dr.  Samuel  Fuller,  were  among  the  Pil- 
grim fathers,  who  crossed  in  the  '"Alayflower." 

Luther  Skiff',  son  of  Nathan  (3),  and  the  father 
of  Dr.  Skiff,  was  born  Oct.  4,  1793,  and  he  died  Feb. 
II,  1856.  On  April  8,  1818,  he  was  married  to 
Hannah  Comstock,  and  they  had  eleven  chil- 
dren: Elijah,  Mary  Ann,  Edward.  Peter,  Paul  C, 
Helen,  Hannah  J.,  Giles,  Samuel  A.,  Margaret  and 
Mira. 

Mrs.  Hannah  (Comstock)  Skiff  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  and  Hannah  (  Piatt)  Comstock.  and  a 
granddaughter  of  Eliphalet  and  Sarah  (Pratt) 
Comstock.  Eliphalet  Comstock  was  a  son  of  Daniel, 
Jr.,  and  grandson  of  Daniel  Comstock,  Sr.,  who 
were  both  among  the  incorporators  of  Kent.  Dan- 
iel Comstock,  Sr.,  was  the  son  of  Christopher  Com- 
stock, who  came  to  Fairfield  from  England  in  1661. 

Airs.  Hannah  (Piatt)  Comstock  was  a  daughter 
of  Judge  Zephaniah  Piatt  and  Hannah  Davis,  of 
Plattsborough,  N.  Y.  Judge  Zephaniah  Piatt  was 
the  son  of  Captain  Zephaniah  Piatt,  who  was  a  son 
of  Jonas  and  Hannah  (Saxton)  Piatt,  of  Hunting- 
ton, L.  L,  the  former  a  son  of  Capt.  Ephenetus 
Piatt  and  his  wife,  Phoebe  Wood.  Capt.  Ephenetus 
Piatt  was  a  son  of  Richard  Piatt,  the  emigrant,  who 
came  to  New  Haven  in  1638,  and  settled  in  Milford. 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  of  the  early  settlers  and 
old  families  in  Kent,  Dr.  Skiff's  ancestors  include 
branches  of  the  Comstock  and  Fuller  line,  also  the 
Hubbell,  Piatt  and  Pratt  families. 

Dr.  Skiff  was  reared  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Kent  after  the  usual  manner  of  the  times.  He  at- 
tended the  neighboring  schools  and  the  Kent  Acad- 
emy until  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  an  opportunity 
for  better  educational  privileges  was  presented  by 
an  aunt  (Mrs.  Roderick  Bissell),  who  lived  on  the 
Western  Reserve  in  Ohio.  For  four  and  a  half 
years  Dr.  Skiff  lived  with  her  at  Austinburg,  Ohio, 
and  attended  the  Grand  River  Institute.  For  two 
years  of  that  time  he  had  as  a  roommate  John 
Brown,  Jr.,  of  Harper's  Ferry  fame.  Dr.  Skiff'  had 
intended  to  enter  Hudson  College  on  the  W'estern 
Reserve,  but  owing  to  the  illness  of  an  older  brother, 
he  was  needed  at  home  to  take  charge  of  the  farm. 
F"or  a  time  he  worked  there  and  was  able  to  teach 
school  during  the  winter  season.  Deciding  upon 
the  study  of  medicine  he,  in  1850,  entered  Yale 
Medical  School,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  1853.  Subsequently  he  passed  two  years 
in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  following  this,  the  young  doctor 
located  in  New  Haven,  which  has  continued 
to  be  the  scene  of  his  professional  laliors 
to  the  present  time.  The  year  he  settled  here  it  was 
his  privilege  to  meet  and  renew  his  acquaintance 
with  young  Drown,  who  was  temporarily  a  resi- 
dent of  the  city,  in  company  with  his  father;  they 
were  then  planning  that  enterprise  which  resulted 
so  disastrously  at  Harper's  Ferry. 
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Dr.  Skiff  was  educated  in  the  tenets  of  the  old 
school  of  niedicint.  but  after  a  thorout^h  comparison 
of  the  two  schools,  he  deliberately  selcctcil  Home- 
opathy as  his  life  work.  At  Philadelphia  he  was 
under  the  instruction  of  such  men  as  Mutter,  Pan- 
coast,  Meigs  and  Dunglison.  Dr.  Skiff  was  one  of 
the  earliest  homeopathic  physicians  in  New  Haven, 
preceded  only  by  a  cousin,  Dr.  Charles  H.  Skiff. 
His  experiences  through  forty  years  of  constant 
and  busy  practice  have  been  many  and  varied. 
One  who  knows  whereof  he  writes,  says  of  Dr. 
Skiff:  "He  combines  skill  in  the  healing  art  with 
prompt  judgment,  admiral>le  foresight,  inexhausti- 
ble good  temper,  and  an  independent  attitude 
towards  all  schools  of  practice.  Few  possess  in 
such  an  eminent  degree  the  personal  magnetism, 
which  immediately  attracts  and  retains  the  confi- 
dence of  the  invalid,  that  gentleness  and  prompt- 
ness which  lingers  so  gracefully  in  the  memory  of 
the  patient ;  and,  more  than  all  else  that  charitv, 
which  the  doctor  is  called  upon  above  all  men  to 
so  frequently  exercise  towards  his  fellows  in  the 
humble  walks  of  life.  All  bear  testimony,  who 
know  him,  that  Dr.  Skiff  possesses  all  these  quali- 
ties and  many  others  which  are  important  factors  in 
the  success  of  the  true  physician." 

Dr.  Skiff'  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  State 
Homeopathic  Society.  He  was  an  incorporator  of 
Grace  Hospital,  of  which  he  is  now  a  director  and 
the  consulting  physician  ;  this  is  one  of  the  most 
successful  hospitals  in  Xew  England.  Dr.  Skiff' 
has  been  a  frequent  contributor  to  various  medical 
journals,  and  he  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the 
Humane  Society,  and  other  worthy  enterprises. 

On  June  20,  1874,  Dr.  Skiff'  was  married  to 
Emma  !NIcGregor  Ely,  of  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.,  who  is 
a  descendant  of  a  prominent  Xew  England  family. 
She  is  the  great-granddaughter  of  the  Rev.  David 
Ely,  D.  D.,  of  Lyme.  Conn.,  and  a  descendant  of 
Richard  Ely,  who  was  an  early  settler  in  America. 
She  is  also  the  granddaughter  of  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Runderson,  one  of  the  seven  pillars  of  the  First 
Church  of  Christ  in  Xew  Haven,  and  its  deacon 
from  1689  to  1730.  This  marriage  was  blessed  with 
the  birth  of  one  daughter,  Pauline,  born  in  ]\Iav, 
1880. 

DR.  AUGUSTUS  BEEKMAX  S^HTH,  one 
of  the  best  known  and  highly  respected  citizens  of 
New  Haven,  comes  from  a  family  distinguished  for 
probity  and  learning.  Dr.  Smith  was  born  in  White 
Plains,  X'.  Y.,  Oct.  15,  1826.  a  son  of  Rev.  John 
Mott  and  Amanda  (Day)  Smith. 

The  paternal  grandfather.  Joseph  Smith,  was 
born  in  Brooklyn,  X.  Y..  Feb.  11.  1765.  By  trade 
this  estimalile  gentleman  was  a  cork  cutter,  and  was 
very  successful  in  his  work.  Taking  a  great  inter- 
est in  the  Methodist  Church,  of  which  he  was  a 
lifelong  member,  he  l:)ecame  class  leader  and  local 
preacher,  and  was  always  a  faithful  worker  in  re- 
ligious undertakings.     By  his  first  marriage,  which 


was  with  Miss  Honeywell,  he  had  eight  children,  as 
follows:  Elizabeth,  who  married  J.  D.  flyers;  John 
Mott ;  Peter,  who  married  Catherine  Fisher ;  Will- 
iam, who  married  Eliza  Saunders ;  Joseph  B.,  who 
married  Ann  Steele ;  Deborah,  who  married  Amos 
Smith  ;  and  two  who  died  in  infancy.  For  his  sec- 
ond wife  he  married  ^Irs.  Mary  Poillion,  who,  by 
her  first  marriage,  was  the  mother  of  six  children : 
Cornelius,  George.  Ann  E.,  Ellen,  Carnes  and  Ade- 
line. In  the  John  St.  Methodist  Church.  Xew 
York,  the  first  one  built  in  America,  with  which  he 
was  directly  connected,  the  memory  of  this  good 
man  is  cherished  as  a  type  of  upright  manhood  and 
true  Christian  living. 

Rev.  John  Mott  Smith,  the  father  of  Dr.  Smith, 
was  born  in  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.,  Oct.  10,  1795,  and 
died  Dec.  2y,  1832,  in  Middletown,  Conn.  For  two 
vears  he  was  one  of  the  professors  in  the  Wesleyan 
University,  and  in  1816  was  graduated  at  Colum- 
bia College  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  afterward  re- 
ceiving that  of  M.  A.  The  following  year,  1817, 
he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine,  and  later  joined 
the  X'ew  York  Conference,  being  assigned  to  the 
Jamaica  Circuit.  In  1818  Rev.  Smith  was  assigned 
to  the  Suffolk  Circuit:  in  1819-20  the  Stanford  Cir- 
cuit; in  1820-31  was  principal  of  the  Wesleyan 
Seminary,  situated  in  Xew  York  City  until  1826, . 
when  it  was  transferred  to  White  Plains,  N.  Y. ; 
from  1 83 1  to  1832,  he  was  professor  of  Latin, 
Greek  and  literature  at  the  Wesleyan  LTniversity  at 
r^Iiddletown,  Conn. :  and  also  acting  professor  of 
Natural  Science.  While  in  full  possession  of  his 
faculties  and  remarkable  powers,  he  passed  awav  in 
this  city  one  of  the  greatest  educators  of  his  time. 

On  X^ov.  19,  1820,  Rev.  Smith  was  married  to 
IMiss  Amanda  Dav,  of  Xorwalk,  Conn.,  a  daughter 
of  Absalom  and  Bets<_y  Day,  and  to  this  marriage 
were  born:  William  F.,  born  Xov.  19,  1821  ;  John 
M..  Jr.,  born  Xov.  13,  1824;  Augustus  B.,  our  sub- 
ject: Amanda  Day,  born  July  21,  1829:  Eliza  ^lead, 
born  July  i,  1832.  Of  these  children,  Eliza  Mead 
died  Aug.  29,  1832:  John  Mott,  Jr.,  Aug.  10,  1895: 
and  Wm.  F.,  who  was  a  clergyman  of  the  INIethodist 
Church,  and  member  of  the  Xew  York  East  Con- 
ference, located  1882,  died  Oct.  29,  1883:  and 
Amanda  D.  married  H.  W.  Monson,  of  Middlebury, 
Conn.  At  the  time  of  his  death  John  ^Mott  Jr.  was 
a  large  property  owner  in  the  Sandwich  Islands, 
possessing  several  fine  plantations..  Amanda,  the 
wife  of  John  Mott,  afterward  the  wife  of  Charles 
Peck,  of  steamboat  fame,  died  Oct.  5,  1853. 

Dr.  Augustus  B.  Smith  enjoyed  unusual  advan- 
tages in  his  youth  for  acquiring  knowledge,  his 
parents  recognizing  the  importance  of  giving  to 
their  children,  a  good  education.  After  si.x  years 
residence  at  White  Plains.  X.  Y.,  with  his  parents 
he  removed  to  Middletown.  where  he  remained  two 
years,  and  then  went  to  live  with  his  grandfather  at 
South  Xorwalk,  Conn.,  remaining  six  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  attended  public  and  high  schools, 
and  then  entered  the  Daniel  H.  Chase  preparatorv 
school,  iVIiddletown.     After  two  years  in  that  well- 
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known  institution  he  went  to  Troy,  N.  Y.  At  this 
latter  citv,  the  young  man,  being  ambitious,  earned 
]iis  own  living,  and  in  1845,  came  to  New  Haven  and 
began  business  for  himself  as  an  instrument  maker. 
During  all  this  time,  his  natural  inclinations  seemed 
to  be  in  the  direction  of  dentistry,  and  after  seven 
vears  of  faithful  study  with  Dr.  Samuel  Mallett, 
Dr.  Smith  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  Feb. 
17,  i860,  and  built  up  a  very  successful  practice, 
•continuing  it  until  1901,  when  he  retired. 

On  April  12,  1849,  Dr.  Smith  married  Emily 
Bartlett,  a  native  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  born  Sept. 
19,  1831,  and  died  Jan.  11,  1890,  a  daughter  of  Rev. 
Horace  Bartlett,  a  Methodist  minister.  To  this 
marriage  two  children  were  born:  Henrietta  J., 
who  married  Rev.  J.  O.  Monson ;  Heman  Bangs, 
who  married  Lilly  Carrington  Xorton,  Oct.  28,  1880, 
and  died  July  15,  1891.  On  ]\Iarch  24,  1897,  Dr. 
Smith  married  Esther  Emeline  Braman,  born  in 
Pleasantville,  N.  Y.,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Romer, 
a  native  of  Westchester  county,  N.  Y.  Henry 
Romer  married  Levinia  Banks,  also  of  Westchester. 
The  father  of  Henry  Romer,  Jacob  Romer,  traced 
liis  ancestry  back  to  the  same  common  ancestors  as 
the  Romers  of  Kingston,  X.  Y.  (who  came  from 
Switzerland),  one  of  whom  Jacob  Romer,  was  of  the 
party  that  captured  Major  Andre.  Dr.  Smith  has 
now  in  his  possession  the  \'an  Courtland  table  that 
Gen.  Washington  dined  on,  on  several  occasions, 
above  the  town  where  Major  Andre  was  arrested. 

In  politics,  Dr.  Smith  was  originally  a  Whig, 
and  is  now  a  Republican  ;  socially  he  is  connected 
with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Quinnipiac  Lodge  of  New 
Haven,  and  following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  honored 
father  and  grandfather,  is  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Trinity  Methodist  Church.  During  the  many 
years  Dr.  Smith  has  made  his  home  in  Xew  Haven, 
lie  has  proven  himself  a  man  of  whom  the  com- 
munity may  well  be  proud,  and  both  he  and  his 
■charming  wife  number  many  friends  among  those 
with  whom  they  are  associated. 

ANDREW  WOODWARD  De  FOREST,  late 
president  of  the  New  Haven  Gas  Light  Co.,  and 
of  The  De  Forest  &  Hotchkiss  Co.,  lumber  dealers 
•on  Water  street,  X'ew  Haven,  was  one  of  those  up- 
right citizens,  whom  all  good  men  delight  to  honor. 
He  passed  away  at  his  home,  X''o.  351  Orange  street, 
Nov.  29,  1900,  in  the  eighty-fourth  year  of  his  age. 
He  was  born  in  Watertown,  Conn.,  Jan.  24,  181 7, 
son  of  John  Hancock  and  Dotha  (Woodward)  De 
Forest. 

John  Hancock  De  Forest  was  born  in  Hunting- 
ton, Conn.,  April  10,  177G,  and  was  a  prominent  and 
successful  shipping  merchant  in  Watertown.  He 
■owned  no  vessels  himself  but  hired  them  to  ship 
the  pork,  beef  and  grain  of  the  neighboring  far- 
mers to  Xew  York  by  way  of  Derby,  the  Housa- 
tonic  River  and  Long  Island  Sound.  There  were 
ventures  across  the  ocean  in  which  he  was  the  super- 
cargo, and  various  Xew  England  productions  were 


carried  to  the  West  Indias,  France,  Spain,  Portugal 
and  Morocco.  In  1818,  yielding  to  the  advice  of  his 
brother,  David  Curtis  De  Forest,  he  settled  in  Xew 
York  as  a  broker  and  commission  merchant.  His 
sales  and  shipments  of  merchandise  to  the  West 
Indies,  to  South  America  and  to  Europe  were  many 
and  larg-e.  At  that  time  a  disastrous  business  de- 
pression affected  Europe  and  all  of  the  civilized 
regions  of  the  American  continent.  In  182 1,  weary 
with  struggling  against  the  persistent  panic,  he  gave 
up  his  New  York  brokerage  and  commission  busi- 
ness, having  lost  about  one-tenth  of  his  capital,  and 
with  his  family  returned  to  Connecticut  and  settled 
in  Humphrevsville  (now  Seymour).  This  was  a 
little  village  named  in  honor  of  Col.  David  Humph- 
reys, who  had  established  large  mills  there.  At  his 
death,  work  in  the  mill  ceased,  and  the  buildings 
remained  unoccupied  until  in  1822,  when  they  were 
purchased  by  John  H.  De  Forest  and  Alessrs.'  Wain 
&  Leaming,  of  Philadelphia.  A  new  company  was 
organized,  under  the  name  of  the  Humphreysville 
Manufacturing  Co.,  of  which  John  H.  De  Forest 
was  president,  and  J.  Fischer  Leaming,  secretary. 
Although  Mr.  De  Forest  knew  nothing  of  manufac- 
turing, he  nevertheless  made  a  success  of  his  ven- 
ture. The  new  company  immediately  started  the 
paper  mill,  gristmill  and  sawmill,  while  they  altered 
the  woolen  mill  into  a  mill  for  cotton  sheetings,  and 
so  the  company  became  one  of  the  minor  founders 
of  cotton  manufacture  in  the  United  States.  Mr. 
De  Forest  continued  in  the  manufacturing  business 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  Feb.  12,  1839.  Dur- 
ing his  residence  in  Humphreysville,  Mr.  De  Forest 
was  repeatedly  elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  and 
was  for  years  the  principal  trying  justice  of  the  dis- 
trict. Mrs.  Dotha  (Woodvvard)  De  Forest  was 
the  youngest  daughter  of  Elijah  Woodward,  of 
Watertown,  Conn.,  who  marched  with  one  of  the 
first  Connecticut  companies  to  the  rescue  of  Bos- 
ton at  the  Lexington  alarm.  She  was  married  to 
John  Hancock  De  Forest,  Dec.  5,  181 1. 

It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  note  that  David 
Curtis  De  Forest,  uncle  of  Andrew  W.  De  Forest, 
once  lived  in  New  Haven,  as  a  prosperous  retired 
merchant.  He  built  for  his  residence,  which  was 
then  called  "the  elegant  De  Forest  mansion,"  the 
house  standing  on  the  corner  of  Church  and  Elm 
streets,  now  owned  and  occupied  by  ex-Mayor  Jos- 
eph B.  Sargent.  Mr.  De  Forest  had  lived  in  South 
America  much  of  his  life  and  had  amassed  a  for- 
tune. He  was  greatly  interested  in  tlie  struggles 
of  the  Buenos  Ayreans,  Chilians  and  Bolivians  for 
independence,  particularly  of  the  Buenos  Ayreans, 
and  was  elected  First  Consul  to  the  United  States 
from  the  new  government  of  Buenos  Ayres.  Mrs. 
De  Forest  (who  was  Aliss  Julia  Wooster)  was  a 
granddaughter  of  a  cousin  of  General  David  Woos- 
ter, and  was  said  to  be  a  most  beautiful  woman. 
Two  excellent  portraits  of  Mr.  De  Forest  and  his 
beautiful  wife,  painted  by  Alorse,  hang  in  the  Yale 
Art  Gallery.    About  1822,  his  duty  done  to  Buenos 
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Ayres,  Mr.  De  Forest  resigned  his  consul-general- 
ship. Somewhat  later  he  journeyed  to  Montreal  to 
put  his  eldest  daughter  in  a  French  school  there, 
and  thus  was  absent  from  home  when  his  "elegant 
mansion"  received  its  most  illustrious  visitor.  Gen- 
eral Lafayette,  who  was  in  New  Haven  four  hours 
on  Aug.  21,  1824.  Says  the  Columbia  Register  of 
that  date : 

The  hero  had  a  reception  at  the  court  house,  then  a 
breakfast  with  Gov.  Wolcott  and  all  the  authorities,  after 
that  three  hundred  ladies  with  their  children  stormed  the 
hotel  and  were  presented  to  the  courtly  old  nobleman.  At 
twelve  he  reviewed  the  troo[)s  on  the  Green.  After  that  he 
paid  his  respects  to  various  widows  anddaughters  of  slain  Rev- 
olutionary heroes;  next,  to  the  house  of  David  C.  Def'orest, 
Esquire,  late  Consul-General  fro  n  Buenos  Ayres,  and  the 
provinces  of  the  Rio  de  la  Plata.  Mr.  Deforest  being 
absent,  he  was  received  at  the  door  by  Mrs.  Deforest  with 
her  accustomed  politeness.  Here  he  remained  several  min- 
utes and  partook  of  some  refreshment.  From  the  portico 
in  front  of  this  splendid  mansion  he  surveyed  the  beautiful 
Green,  full  of  people,  with  the  long  line  of  troops,  the  build- 
ings around,  and  the  tine  foliage  or  the  trees.  A  lively  sen- 
sibility at  once  appeared.  He  was  struck  with  the  beauty  of 
the  scene.  "  Such  another  prospect  can  hardly  be  presented 
in  America."  After  taking  leave  of  his  handsome  hostess, 
"  Mr.  Street's  elegant  barouch  "  bore  him  through  the  double 
line  of  hurrahing  students  to  the  college,  there  to  be  received 
by  the  President  and  faculty,  after  which  he  visited  the 
burying  ground  and  the  graves  of  Humphreys  and  other  old 
comrades,  and  then  fifteen  guns  roared  hun  out  of  town 
with  their  worshiping  farewell. 

• 

David  C.  De  Forest's  life  in  New  Haven  was 
conducted  on  a  generous  scale,  spending  and  giving 
away  much.  His  money  had  come  to  him  easily  and 
he  parted  with  it  freely.  It  was  his  custom  every 
February  to  send  $50.00  to  the  almshouse  in  order 
that  the  inmates  might  celebrate  Washington's  birth- 
day by  having  a  good  dinner  and  a  glass  of  wine 
each.  He  divided  $15,000  among  his  relatives;  and 
he  oflfered  his  mother  $5,000  more,  but  as  she  re- 
fused it,  he  presented  the  check  to  Yale  College  for 
the  benefit  of  the  library.  The  magnitude  of  the 
gift  hurt  the  vanity  of  one  of  the  elder  trustees,  a 
locally  illustrious  gentleman  who  had  just  donated 
$1,000  for  the  same  purpose,  consequently  Secretary 
Goodrich  and  Treasurer  Hillhouse  called  on  Air. 
De  Forest  and  requested  him  to  withhold  his  check 
until  the  aforesaid  dignitary  could  be  reconciled  to 
it.  A  year  later,  fearful  of  losing  the  money,  they 
called  again  and  suggested  that  it  should  be  given  in 
another  way.  "Gentlemen,"  said  Mr.  DeForest, 
"the  trustees  returned  my  check  when  I  offered  it. 
Now  they  want  it  for  a  purpose  which  fails  to  in- 
terest me.  I  will  give  it ;  but  I  will  not  give  it  out- 
right to  the  college.  I  will  give  it  for  the  benefit  of 
my  own  flesh  and  blood."  Thereupon  he  proposed 
that  the  money  should  be  held  at  interest  until  it 
amounted  to  $26,000,  when  the  income  should  be 
devoted  to  four  scholarships  for  De  Forests,  and 
an  annual  gold  medal,  wonh  $100,  for  superiority 
in  English  Composition  and  Declamation.  The 
proposition  was  accepted,  and  the  check  paid  over 
^ept.  12,  1823.  A  vigorous  opposition  was  offered 
by  the  aforementioned  local  gfrandee  and  one  of  his 


personal  friends  among  the  professors,  but  was 
voted  down.  The  De  Forest  scholarships  (now 
three  in  number)  have  done  good,  and  the  De  Forest 
medal  is  one  of  the  chief  prizes  of  the  Academic 
course  of  Yale.  David  Curtis  De  Forest  died  at 
his  home,  corner  of  Church  and  Elm  streets,  Feb. 
22,  1825.  His  remains  lie  buried  in  Grove  street 
cemetery. 

As  a  boy  Andrew  Woodward  De  Forest  at- 
tended the  common  schools  in  Humphreysville,  and 
the  Goshen  (Conn.)  Academy,  a  school  which  was 
then  famous,  and  which  in  its  time  has  graduated 
many  men  of  note.  At  about  eighteen  years  of  age 
young  De  Forest  went  to  New  York  as  a  clerk  in 
the  large  silk  importing  house  of  De  Forest  &. 
Downes,  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  being  a  rela- 
tive of  his.  He  expected  to  make  this  his  life  work,, 
but  a  severe  rheumatic  sickness  at  the  age  of  twentv- 
three  compelled  him  to  abandon  his  plans,  and  to- 
return  to  his  home  in  Humphreysville.  While  liv- 
ing in  Xew  York  he  had  become  interested  in  mili- 
tary aft'airs,  and  was  captain  of  a  company  which  he 
used  to  drill  in  Washington  Square.  In  1847  ^Ii"- 
De  Forest  came  to  Xew  Haven  to  reside  and  estab- 
lish a  lumber  business  on  Custom  House  Square 
with  Albert  Steele  as  a  partner,  the  firm  being 
known  as  Steele  &  De  Forest.  The  partner- 
ship formed  continued  until  1852,  when  Mr. 
Steele  retired,  and  Justus  S.  Hotchkiss  became 
a  partner  in  the  business,  the  finn  name  be- 
ing changed  to  De  Forest  &  Hotchkiss.  Twen- 
ty-one years  later  (1873)  the  De  Forest  & 
Hotchkiss  Co.  was  incorporated,  and  seven  years 
later  (1880)  Mr.  Hotchkiss  retired.  From  this 
date  until  his  death,  ^ir.  De  Forest  was  only 
the  nominal  president  of  the  company,  the  business 
being  carried  on  and  managed  by  his  two  sons^ 
Charles  S.  De  Forest  and  Eugene  De  Forest.  In 
previous  years,  in  connection  with  his  New  Haven 
lumber  business,  ]\Ir.  De  Forest  at  one  time  owned 
and  operated  a  hmiber  mill  in  Canada.  Heavy 
freshets  worked  such  disaster  to  his  property  that 
he  finally  abandoned  it  and  sold  the  mill. 

During  his  fifty-three  years'  residence  in  Xew 
Haven  he  attained  by  large  ability,  untiring  patience 
and  quiet  persistence  a  distinguished  place  in  the 
business  affairs  of  the  city,  and  won  for  himself  the 
sincere  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens.  His  ability  as 
a  sound  and  wise  counsellor  and  able  administrator 
of  important  business  affairs  was  recognized  and 
called  into  service.  At  the  organization  of  the 
Tradesmen's  Bank  in  1854,  he  was  elected  one  of 
its  directors,  a  position  which  he  held  for  forty-six 
years  (until  his  death),  and  in  1S96  he  was  elected 
vice-president.  In  1863  he  was  elected  by  the  peo- 
ple a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  to  fill  a  two- 
years  unexpired  term  of  a  member  who  had  died. 
He  was  re-elected  in  1865  for  the  full  term  of  three 
years,  and  was  president  of  the  Board  in  the  years 
1864-1865,  and  1866-1867.  It  was  during  his  first 
term  that  the  study  of  music  was  introduced  into 
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the  public  schools  of  New  Haven.  At  this  time  also 
the  question  of  a  public  high  school,  which  had 
l>cen  considered  and  discussed  by  the  voters  and  tax- 
iKiyers  of  the  city  for  many  years,  was  revived  with 
great  earnestness.  Public  meetings  were  held  to 
discuss  the  question,  at  which  ^Ir.  De  Forest  pre- 
sided, and  the  outcome  of  this  agitation  was  the 
starting  of  a  public  high  school  in  the  old  Palladium 
building  on  Orange  street.  In  October,  1871,  the 
cornerstone  of  the  present  high  school  building,  on 
the  corner  of  Orange  and  Wall  streets,  was  laid, 
and  the  building  completed  in  1873.  Mr.  De  Forest 
was  one  of  the  oldest  directors  in  the  Xew  Haven 
Gas  Light  Co.,  having  been  elected  in  1880.  He 
succeeded  to  its  presidency  on  the  death  of  Daniel 
Trowbridge  in  1894,  previous  to  which  he  had  for 
several  years  been  vice-president.  He  was  also 
president  of  the  Tontine  Co.  In  all  the  varied  ex- 
periences of  his  long  and  useful  life,  he  showed  by 
his  wisdom,  his  kindness,  his  tact,  his  reliability  and 
his  integrity,  that  he  was  a  man  of  true  worth  and 
solid  character.  His  life  from  its  beginning  to  its 
close  was  unimpeachable.  When  a  young  man  he 
united  with  the  Congregational  Church  in  Humph- 
reysville.  On  coming  to  Xew  Haven  he  identified 
himself  with  the  old  College  Street  Church,  and  at 
once  entered  heartily  and  enthusiastically  into  the 
work  of  the  church.  For  a  long  time  he  was  a 
deacon  of  the  church  and  a  teacher  in  its  Sunday- 
school.  Deacon  De  Forest  was  with  the  College 
Street  Church  about  twenty  years,  when  he  took 
a  letter  to  the  Xorth  (now  United)  Church  on  ac- 
count of  its  being  more  convenient  for  his  wife.  For 
many  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  X'ew  Haven 
Congregational  Club.  He  was  in  all  ways  a  worthy 
Christian  citizen,  abounding  without  ostentation  in 
good  works,  and  devoted  to  his  church,  his  family 
and  his  friends. 

On  Oct.  30,  1844.  Andrew  W.  De  Forest  mar- 
ried in  Fairfield,  Conn.,  Lucretia  Sturges  Bennet. 
daughter  of  Thaddeus  Wakeman  and  Deborah 
Lewis  (Sturges)  Bennet.  of  Southport,  Conn.  Five 
children  were  born  of  this  union,  of  whom  three 
sons  survive :  Edward  Linson,  of  Springfield, 
Mass. ;  Charles  Sturges,  president  and  secretary  of 
the  De  Forest  &  Hotchkiss  Co. ;  Eugene,  vice-presi- 
dent and  treasurer  of  the  De  Forest  &  Hotchkiss 
Co. ;  Mary  Woodward,  who  became  the  wife  of 
S.  Duncan  Leverich,  and  died  at  her  home  in  Xew 
York,  March  31,  1897:  and  Lucretia  Hotchkiss,  who 
died  in  Xew  Haven,  March  19,  1886.  Edward  Lin- 
son De  Forest  married  Louise  Hawley,  and  has  one 
daughter,  Edith  ^M.  Charles  Sturges  De  Forest 
wedded  Lilian  Ives,  and  has  one  child.  Antoinette. 
Mary  Woodward  (De  Forest)  Leverich  left  a 
daughter.  May  D.,  now  the  wife  of  :\Iajor  Ira  A. 
Shaler,  of  Xew  York  City.  Eugene  married  Minnie 
B.  Richards,  of  Boston,  Mass.  A  brother.  Rev. 
Henry  Alfred  De  Forest,  ^l.  D.,  a  graduate  of  Yale 
College,  class  of  1832,  and  missionary  to  Syria, 
died  at  Rochester,  X.  Y.,  Xov.  24,  1858.    A  second 


brother,  George  Frederick  De  Forest,  a  graduate  of 

Yale  College,  and  in   1852  president  of  the  Eagle 

Manufacturing  Co.,  of  Seymour,  capital  Sioo.ooo, 

j  died  in  Freeport,  111.,  Sept.  16,  1883.     One  brother 

I  survives.  Major  John  W.  De  Forest,  of  this  city,  a 

i  novelist,  who  was  captain  of  the  12th  Conn.  \'.  I. 

I  in   the   Civil    War,    and   was   breveted     Major    of 

United   States   Volunteers. 

BEXJAMIX  R.  EXGLISH  is  one  of  the  well- 
known  men  of  Xew  Haven,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry 
English,  a  son  of  James  English,  who  in  his  time 
held  many  prominent  positions. 

James  English  followed  the  cabinet  making  busi- 
ness in  company  with  Sherman  Blair.  He  was  the 
father  of  nine  children  :  Benjamin  ;  John  ;  James 
E. ;  George  D. :  Charles  L. ;  Henry ;  Xancy.  the 
widow  of  William  B.  Pardee,  resides  in  Xew 
Haven :  Elizabeth  married  Philo  Babbit,  and  has  a 
son,  Edgar,  now  engaged  in  business  in  Xew 
Haven ;  and  Caroline  married  Fred  Bronson,  of 
Waterbury. 

Henry  English  acquired  his  education  in  Xew 
Haven.  After  leaving  school,  he  went  into  the  car- 
riage business  with  a  Mr.  Kimberry,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Kimberry  &  English,  and  later,  in  company 
with  his  brother,  James  E.,  engaged  in  lumber  deal- 
ing. He  died  at  the  early  age  of  thirty.  He  mar- 
ried Grace  E.  Fowler,  daughter  of  Timothy  Fowler, 
and  one  child,  Benjamin  R.,  was  born  of  this  union. 
}klrs.  Grace  (Fowler)  English  died  Feb.  19,  1889, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  The  Fowler  fam- 
ily is  an  old  and  important  one  in  the  history  of 
Connecticut,  their  first  American  ancestor  being  as- 
sociated with  Governor  Davenport,  and  at  one  time 
the  first  magistrate  of  the  Colony.  Timothy  Fowler 
was  the  father  of  nine  children,  of  whom  one  daugh- 
ter married  Gov.  English ;  all  are  deceased  except 
a  son,  William  H.  Timothy  Fowler  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty-two,  and  his  wife  at  the  age  of  fifty-four. 
Both  were  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Benjamin  R.  English  was  born  Feb.  26,  1842, 
and  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Xew  Haven,  and  in  the  military  school  of  Gen.  Rus- 
sell, at  that  time  one  of  the  noted  educational  insti- 
tutions in  X'ew  England.  His  business  career  be- 
gan as  an  errand  boy  in  a  dry-goods  store,  where 
he  remained  two  years,  and  then  for.  four  years  he 
worked  in  the  clock  factory.  In  1861  he  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business  in  company  with  John  P.  Tut- 
tle,  with  whom  he  continued  for  sixteen  years,  when 
he  entered  the  real  estate  business  in  which  he  has 
been  very  successful,  and  which  he  continues  to  the 
present  time. 

In  1866,  Mr.  English  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Teresa  H.  Farren,  one  of  the  three  children 
bom  to  John  S.  and  Polly  (Pardee)  Farren,  the 
former  an  oyster  dealer  in  Baltimore,  and  the  latter 
a  native  of  Xew  Haven,  who  died  when  over  seven- 
ty years  of  age.  The  other  two  children  in  the 
family  of  John  S.  Farren  are  Ellen,  wife  of  O.  E. 
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Maltby;  and  Burdette,  who  now  lives  in  Baltimore. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  English  have  had  three  children  :  ( i ) 
James  E.,  who  married  Gertrude  Worth,  of  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  and  is  the  father  of  twins,  Worth  and 
Grace  Atherton ;  he  is  in  business  with  his  father. 
(2)  Benjamin  P.,  who'  is  connected  with  Peck 
Brothers.  (3)  A  daughter,  Grace  L.,  died  Dec.  5, 
1895.  aged  eighteen  years.  Politically  Mr.  English 
is  a  Democrat,  and  has  held  a  number  of  offices  in 
the  gift  of  the  people.  In  1884  he  was  elected 
selectman,  and  became  president  of  the  board.  He 
was  on  the  fire  board  five  years,  and  was  postmaster 
from  1884  until  1889.  At  the  present  time  he  is  a 
director  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  a  position  he  has 
held  since  1894.  He  was  secretary  of  the  New 
Haven  school  district  in  which  position  he  served 
for  six  years.  For  ten  years  he  has  been  a  com- 
missioner of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  is  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  town  deposit  fund.  In  financial  and 
-commercial  circles  he  has  played  an  important  part, 
and  is  a  director  of  the  First  National  Bank,  and 
a  trustee  of  the  Connecticut  Savings  Bank.  He  is 
a  director  of  the  X"ew  Haven  Trust  Company,  the 
New  Haven  Saw  Mill  Company  and  of  the  Danbury 
.and  Norwalk  R.  R.  Co. ;  director  and  secretary  of 
the  Evergreen  Cemetery  Association,  and  the  Xew 
Haven  County  Historical  Society.  He  is  also  a 
trustee  and  treasurer  of  the  Clergymen's  Retiring 
Funds,  and  Aged  and  Infirm  Clergy  Fund  ;  trustee 
;and  secretary  of  the  Bishop's  Fund.  Religiously 
he  is  connected  with  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Con- 
necticut, being  a  leading  and  influential  member  and 
warden  of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church  in  Xew 
Haven.  Socially  Mr.  English  belongs  to  the  I.  O. 
R.  M.,  and  is  one  of  the  executive  committee  of  the 
Sons  of  American  Revolution,  in  which  his  eldest 
son,  who  is  now  secretary  of  the  Xew  Haven  Park 
Commission,  takes  an  active  interest. 

CORNELIUS  C.  RYDER,  a  representative  and 
prominent  farmer  of  Oxford,  Conn.,  is  a  native  of 
this  State,  born  in  Greenfield,  Aug.  19.  1835,  a  son 
of  Ralph  and  Harriet  E.  (Chapman)  Ryder,  in 
whose  family  were  nine  children,  six  sons  and  three 
daughters.  Those  living  are  Henry  A.,  town  treas- 
urer of  Seymour;  Mary  P.;  Stephen,  a  resident  of 
Seymour;  and  Cornelius  C. 

During  the  childhood  of  our  subject,  the  family 
removed  to  Danbury,  Conn.,  and  at  the  age  of  nine 
years  he  went  to  Thomaston.  Later  he  spent  a 
short  time  in  Seymour,  and  then  returned  to  Dan- 
bury, where  he  was  employed  on  a  farm  until  eight- 
een, when  he  again  went  to  Seymour.  He  found 
employment  in  the  Globe  Mills,  and  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  augers  for  three  years.  In  1857 
he  removed  to  the  farm  in  Oxford  where  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  He  now  owns  150  acres,  one- 
half  of  which  is  valley  land  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  upon  which  he  is  successfully  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  and  dairying.  P'or  ten 
years  or  more  he  was  also  interested  in  the  butcher 


business,  but  now  devotes  his  entire  time  and  atten- 
tion to  agricultural  pursuits  with  most  gratifying 
results. 

On  Sept.  21,  1856,  Mr.  Ryder  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Sarah  B.  Tomlinson,  by  whom  he 
had  seven  children,  one,  William  T.,  now  deceased. 
Those  living  are  Lillian  O.,  Ralph  W.,  Bennet  H., 
John  J.,  Martha  E.  and  Cornelius  C.  He  was  again 
married,  Xov.  7,  1883,  his  second  union  being  with 
Mrs.  Emma  V.  Shippy,  daughter  of  Marcus  Mer- 
win,  of  Woodmont.  In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr. 
Ryder  is  a  Democrat,  and  he  has  been  quite  prom- 
inently identified  with  local  politics.  He  served  as 
selectman  of  Oxford  in  1893  and  1894,  as  justice  of 
the  peace  for  many  years,  and  as  grand  juror  for 
over  ten  years.  He  is  an  active  and  influential 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  is 
j  now  senior  warden,  and  is  held  in  high  regard  by 
1  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance. 

i         JAMES  H.  PECK,  Warden  of  the  Borough  of 
I  West  Haven  in  the  town  of  Orange,  and  one  of  its 
!  most  prominent  and  substantial  citizens,  comes  of 
Revolutionary  stock,  his  grandfather,  a  farmer  of 
Middlebury,  having  served  in  the  War  for  Independ- 
ence. 

Ward  Peck,  his  grandfather,  was  born  in  Xew 
I  Haven  near  where  the  Tontine  hotel  now  stands. 
I  His  father.  Ward  Peck,  Sr.,  was  there  shot  in  his 
I  own  dooryard  by  British  soldiers,  and  this  so  en- 
i  raged  his  sons  that  one  and  all  volunteered  for  ser- 
I  vice  in  the  Continental  army.  xA.lthough  Ward  was 
j  but  fourteen  at  this  time,  he  joined  his  brothers  and 
j  tried  to  enlist.  He  was  too  short,  however,  and  on 
going  home  revolved  in  his  mind  various  ways  by 
which  he  could  outwit  the  examiner,  in  order  to 
enter  the  service.  He  presented  himself  for  examin- 
ation a  second  time,  having  increased  his  height  by 
stuffing  his  boots  with  paper,  and  was  accepted,  and 
served  seven  years,  participating  in  the  hardships 
at  Valley  Forge,  and  at  Stony  Point.  He  helped  to 
carry  Gen.  Lafayette  oft'  the  field  when  the  latter  was 
wounded.  In  1822,  when  the  French  General  made 
his  memorable  visit  to  America,  he  visited  Mr.  Peck, 
who  was  transformed  from  a  mere  stripling  into  a 
man  six  feet  three  inches  tall  and  weighing  three 
hundred  pounds.  He  went  to  Middlebury  and 
there  died.  Prominent  in  public  affairs,  he  repre- 
sented his  town  in  the  State  Legislature  several 
times.  His  wife,  Dorcas  Bronson,  bore  him  twelve 
children.  Ward  Peck  was  a  namesake  of  his  uncle, 
Artemus  Ward,  who  had  charge  of  the  forces  at 
Bunker  Hill.  The  remains  of  Ward  Peck,  Sr.,  were 
laid  to  rest  under  old  Center  Church  on  the  Xew 
Haven  "Green." 

William  Augustus  Peck,  father  of  James  H., 
a  native  of  Waterbury,  was  a  man  of  shrewd  busi- 
ness foresight  and  great  energy  of  character.  Reared 
upon  a  farm  and  educated  in  the  district  schools,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  he  began  his  business  career 
as  a  common  carrier.     That  was  before  the  com- 
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plction  of  the  New  York  &  New  Haven  Railroad, 
and  voiins-  Peck  engaged  in  hauling  freight  by 
teams'.  He  had  thirty  horses,  and  carried  to  New 
Haven,  Farniington,  Tannersville,  ]Meriden  and 
Southington.  He  was  strict  with  his  men,  insisting 
that  thev  must  neither  smoke  nor  drink,  and,  above 
all,  must  be  Whigs  in  political  sentiment.  His 
teams  brought  the  first  organ  and  the  first  sticking 
niachine  (for  putting  pins  in  papers)  ever  brought 
to  that  part  of  the  country.  The  latter  machine  had 
aroused  considerable  curiosity,  and.  to  prevent  its 
being  injured  or  stolen,  an  armed  man  walked  be- 
side the  wagon  all  the  way  from  Meriden  to  Water- 
bury.  Mr.  Peck's  enterprise  proved  profitable  until 
the  coming  of  the  iron  horse,  when  he  abandoned 
it.  Then,  going  to  Fairhaven,  he  purchased  a  large 
tract  of  land,  which  he  subdivided,  partially  im- 
proved and  sold  as  building  lots ;  he  opened 
Peck  street,  and  had  the  trees  set  out  along  the 
road  there.  From  that  point  he  removed  to  West 
Haven,  where  he  bought  about  lOO  acres,  which 
Tie  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner ;  here  he  threw 
twenty  acres  into  streets,  naming  them  after  the 
members  of  his  family.  He  was  a  man  of  broad 
public  spirit  and  universally  esteemed.  He  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life  there,  dying  in  June,  1891, 
at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-six.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  were  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
Mrs.  Peck,  whose  maiden  name  was  Lucretia  Leete, 
was  born  in  North  Haven,  and  was  a  great-grand- 
daughter of  Gov.  Leete,  of  Colonial  days,  whose 
"home  was  near  Leete's  Island.  She  died  in  her 
fifty-seventh  year.  To  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Peck  were 
"born  ten  children,  six  members  of  which  large  family 
are  yet  living.  Their  names  in  order  of  their  birth  j 
are  as  follows :  George  L.,  a  resident  of  Jamaica, 
Long  Island ;  William  A.,  Jr.,  who  died  in  1897 : 
Eliza  J.,  now  Mrs.  Joseph  Andrews,  a  widow  of 
West  Haven  ;  Caroline  D.,  who  became  Mrs.  George 
M.  Anderson,  of  the  same  place;  Nancy  A.,  widow 
of  Capt.  Albert  Chase,  of  that  borousrh;  James  H.; 
Emma  L.,  unmarried,  also  of  West  Haven ;  Clara, 
who  died  at  Jamaica,  L.  I.,  aged  twenty-five ;  an  in- 
fant son  that  died  unnamed ;  and  Sherman,  who  died 
in  the  'sixties. 

Gov.  Leete,  mentioned  above,  was  at  first  deputy 
governor  under  Gov.  Winthrop,  and  later  governor 
of  the  Colony.  His  brother  was  one  of  the  judges 
at  the  trial  of  Charles  I,  but  later  came  to  America, 
and  died  in  this  country.  , 

James  H.  Peck  remained  at  home  and  attended 
school  until  he  was  fourteen  years  old.  when  he 
shipped  before  the  mast.  He  followed  the  life  of  a 
sailor  for  six  years,  a  part  of  the  time  being  spent 
in  the  coasting  trade  and  a  part  on  vessels  bound 
for  foreign  ports.  Growing  weary  of  the  sea,  he 
returned  to  West  Haven,  and  started  in  business  as 
a  contractor  for  house  painting.  In  1877,  however, 
a  longing  for  new  scenes  once  more  took  possession 
of  him,  and  he  made  a  trip  to  California,  and  for  a 
year  he  engaged  in  various  enterprises,  returning  to 


Connecticut  in  1878.  From  that  time  until  1884  he 
served  as  deputy  sheriff  of  his  native  county,  under 
John  C.  Bixby,  of  Meriden,  and  in  the  year  last 
named  was  appointed  ganger  and  inspector  in  the 
Internal  Revenue  District,  which  was  then  the  whole 
State,  under  the  first  administration  of  President 
Cleveland.  After  three  and  a  half  years  he  resigned 
this  post,  and  in  1888  made  a  second  visit  to  Cali- 
fornia, remaining  until  the  spring  of  1890.  On  his 
return  to  West  Haven  Sheriff  Charles  A.  Tomlin- 
son,  of  Milford,  made  him  his  deputy,  Mr.  Peck 
serving  during  the  remainder  of  the  term,  which 
expired  in  1894.  Fle  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and 
one  of  the  most  active  and  influential  of  his  party's 
leaders  in  New  Haven  county.  From  1878  to  the 
present  time  (1901)  he  has  been  registrar  of  voters, 
with  the  exception  of  the  two  years  which  he  spent 
in  California.  During  the  greater  portion  of  the 
last  twenty  years  he  has  been  chairman  of  his  party's 
town  committee,  and  is  now  serving  his  second  term 
as  a  member  of  the  State  Central  Committee.  He 
was  first  elected  warden  in  1897,  and  re-elected  in 
1898  and  1899. 

Mr.  Peck  is  a  man  of  sterling  worth  and  social, 
happy  temperament,  who  has  a  wide  circle  of  ac- 
quaintances and  hosts  of  friends.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  numerous  fraternal  lodges,  among  them  be- 
ing Annawon  Lodge,  No.  115,  F.  &  A.  M.  of 
West  Haven,  in  which  he  has  filled  all  the  chairs, 
and  is  now  Past  Master,  and  of  Joseph  Andrews 
Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  of  w^hich  he  is  a  charter  mem- 
ber and  Past  High  Priest ;  he  is  also  a  member  of 
Crawford  Council,  of  New  Haven ;  of  the  Order  of 
O.  U.  A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  likewise  a  charter  mem- 
ber, and  in  which  order  he  has  taken  all  the  degrees 
and  filled  all  the  chairs.  His  business  career  has 
been  a  prosperous  one.  He  has  dealt  largely  in 
real  property,  and  has  built  wholly  upon  lines  sug- 
gested iby  himself  one  of  the  finest  residences  in  the 
village,  at  the  corner  of  Savin  avenue  and  Church 
street. 

In  September,  1869,  Mr.  Peck  married  Miss 
Henrietta  M.  Thompson,  youngest  child  of  Capt. 
John  Thompson,  of  West  Haven,  well  known  in  the 
merchant  marine  service.  Mrs.  Peck  is  one  of 
six  children,  the  others  being  Louise  J.,  wife  of 
Henry  M.  Ailing,  of  New  Haven ;  John  W.,  of 
Lathrop  Cal. ;  Henrv  A.,  of  Oakland,  Cal. ;  Walter* 
W.  ("Capt."  Thompson),  of  West  Haven;  and 
Sarah  M.,  wife  of  Theron  Ford,  of  Milford.  The 
union  of  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Peck  has  been  blessed  with 
a  daughter.  Louisa  Lucretia.  who  is  the  wife  of 
Edwin  S.  Thomas,  Esq.,  of  New  Haven,  a  leading 
member  of  the  Bar,  as  well  as  a  justice  of  the 
peace  and  ex-member  of  the  State  Legislature.  One 
daughter,  Roberta,  died  in  infancy. 

DANIEL  MEIGS  WEBB,  M.  D.,  the  oldest 
medical  practitioner  on  the  shore  line,  and  for  over 
half  a  century  a  physician  and  surgeon  of  Madi- 
son, New  Haven  county,  is  a  native  of  that  town, 
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born  April  6,  1822.  He  is  a  member  of  one  of  the 
oldest  families  of  America,  and  comes  of  English 
ancestry. 

(I)  Richard  Webb,  the  first  of  the  name  in 
America,  came  in  1626  from  Dorsetshire,  Eng- 
land, to  Cambridge,  Mass.,  thence  moving  to  Bos- 
ton, where  he  was  made  a  freeman  in  1632.  In 
Boston  he  remained  until  1635,  in  that  year  coming 
to  Connecticut  and  locating  on  the  banks  of  the 
Connecticut  river,  in  Hartford  county,  there  mak- 
ing his  home  until  1650,  when  he  moved  to  Fair- 
field county,  locating  in  Norwalk  until  1655.  In 
that  year  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Stamford, 
same  county,  but  did  not  live  long  afterward,  dy- 
ing Jan.  I,  1656.  In  1655  he  was  a  deputy.  He  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Gregory,  daughter  of  John  Gregory, 
and  eight  children  were  born  to  them:  ij.)  Jo- 
seph, who  married  Hannah  Scofield,  died  in  1685; 
(2)  Richard,  the  next,  died  March  15,  1676;  (3) 
Caleb  died  May  24,  1704;  (4)  ^lary  died  Sept.  18, 
1706;  (5)  John  died  May  19,  1670;  (6)  Joshua; 
(7)  Samuel  is  mentioned  below;  (8)  Sarah,  became 
the  wife  of  John  Marshall.  The  mother  of  these 
died  Jan.  24,  1680. 

(II)  Samuel  Webb,  born  March  30,  1662,  lived 
all  his  days  in  Stamford,  Conn.,  dying  there  Oct. 
7,  1729.  By  his  wife  Hannah  he  had  six  children: 
(l)  Waitstill,  born  Jan.  6,  1691,  married  Jan.  18, 
1713,  Joseph  Holly;  (2)  Samuel,  sketch  of  whom 
follows;  (3)  Mercy,  born  April  11,  1695,  married 
June  18,  1713.  Francis  Brown;  (4)  Charles,  born 
March  12,  1697,  married  May  23,  1723,  Hilary 
Smith;  (5)  Mary,  born  Jan.  7,  1699,  married 
May  13,  1722,  John  Bates;  (6)  Nathaniel,  born 
Nov.  6,  1700,  married  ( first)  April  20,  1724,  Sarah 
Webster,  (second)  Sarah  Webb,  and  (third) 
Deborah  Lockwood. 

(III)  Samuel  Webb,  born  Nov.  16,  1692,  in  the 
town  of  Stamford,  died  there  in  January,  1731. 
He  married  Dec.  8,  1720,  Abigail  Slason,  born 
March  8,  1700,  who  died  in  1760.  Children:  (i) 
Abigail,  born  in  January,  1722,  married  Jan.  i, 
1749,  Francis  Holly;  (2)  Samuel,  sketch  of  whom 
follows;  (3)  Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  16,  1725;  (4) 
Charles,  born  April  19.  1730,  died  April  19,  1730. 

(IV) 'Samuel  Webb,  born  Nov.  14,  1723,  in 
Stamford,  Conn.,  thence  removed  in  manhood  to 
•  Chester,  Middlesex  countv.  where  he  was  a  land 
■  owner  and  farmer,  and  where  he  died  in  October, 
1762.  He  married  in  1744.  and  his  wife.  Mary, 
who  was  born  in  1722.  died  in  1770.  Children: 
(l)  Samuel,  born  in  1745,  died  in  November, 
1778;  (2)  Jemima:  (3)  Stephen,  born  in  1746, 
married  Lucy  Spencer,  and  died  Aug.  i,  1826; 
(4)  Mary  was  born  in  1749;  (5)  Ann  married 
Martin  Southworth ;  (6)  Esther  married  a  Mr. 
Douglas;  (7)  Reynolds,  sketch  of  whom  follows; 
(8)  Isaac:  (9)  James. 

(V)  Reynolds  Webb,  born  Oct.  9,  1759,  in  the 
town  of  Chester,  Middlesex  county,  was  a  farmer 
and  land  owner,  and  took  a  very  active  part  in  the 


Revolutionary  war.  He  enlisted  June  2,  1777,  in 
Capt.  Kirkland's  Company,  Col.  William  Douglas' 
Regiment,  6th  Connecticut  Line ;  was  discharged  in 
January,  1778;  during  the  latter  part  of  the.  war, 
he  was  transferred  to  the  French  army  under  Gen. 
LaFayette,  and  was  present  at  the  battle  of  York- 
town  and  the  surrender  of  Lord  Cornwallis.  He 
was  a  pensioner  in  1818;  died  March  20,  1834,  and 
was  buried  in  Chester,  Conn.  He  married  Nov.  15, 
1787,  Catherine  Parmelee,  born  June  30,  1768, 
who  died  July  15,  1851.  Their  children:  (i) 
Samuel  Parmelee,  born  Oct.  24,  1788,  died  Nov. 
24,  1812.  (2)  Reynold,  sketch  of  whom  follows. 
(3)  Sally,  born  Dec.  4,  1792,  married  Deacon 
George  Weed,  and  died  May  18,  1876.  (4)  Cath- 
erine, born  April  20,  1795,  married  Joseph  Mather, 
and  died  Sept.  16.  1825.  (5)  Isaac,  born  Jan.  15, 
1798,  was  a  graduate  of  Yale  College,  where  he 
took  the  degrees  of  B.  A.  and  M.  A.  in  1822  and 
1826,  respectively;  was  tutor,  1825-27;  he  was  twice 
married,  first  to  Alary  McClellan,  second  to  Sarah 
McClellan.  (6)  Mary,  born  April  29,  1801,  mar- 
ried Noah  Shipman,  and  died  Oct.  27,  185 1.  (7) 
Ambrose,  born  Dec.  9,  1803,  married  first  Eliza- 
beth W.  Pratt,  and  second  Sarah  Tower,  and  died 
April  27,  1879.  (8)  Ann,  born  March  6,  1806, 
married  Rev.  Emory  Shailor,  and  died  Jan.  16, 
1891.  (9)  William  Jones,  born  April  11,  1808,  died 
July  10,  1836,  of  consumption,  and  was  buried  at 
sea  while  on  his  passage  home  from  Naples,  Italy. 

(VI)  Dr.  Reynold  Webb,  father  of  Dr.  Daniel 
M.  Webb,  was  born  Jan.  3,  1791,  in  the  town  of 
Chester,  Middlesex  county,  where  he  was  educated 
and  prepared  for  college,  after  which  he  attended 
Yale  Medical  School,  where  he  graduated  in  1819 
with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  then  commenced 
the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Essex,  and  was 
later  at  Madison.  From  there  in  a  short  time  he 
returned  to  Essex,  Conn.,  but  after  a  sojourn  there 
he  returned  to  Madison  and  passed  the  rest  of  his 
days  in  that  town,  in  the  full  practice  of  medicine 
and  surgery.  He  died  July  i,  1856,  aged  sixty- 
five  years,  and  was  buried  in  Deep  River  cem- 
etery. In  church  views'  he  was  liberal  and  in  pol- 
itics a  Democrat.  He  represented  the  town  of 
Madison  in  the  State  Legislature;  was  probate 
judge  from  1836  to  1842.  also  from  1850  to  1852; 
was  justice  of  the  peace,  and  a  selectman  of  the 
town.  Socially  he  was  a  member  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Medical  Society,  and  of  the  American  Medical 
Association ;  in  fraternal  predilections  he  was  affil- 
iated with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  at  one  time  was 
grand  master  of  the  State.  During  the  war  of 
1812  he  was  a  musician  from  July  5  to  14,  1813, 
in  Col.  Elisha  Sill's  Regiment  attached  to  Capt. 
Zachariah  Clarke's  Company.  He  was  at  all  times 
active  in  public  life,  a  good  citizen,  noted  for  his 
honorable  and  upright  character. 

On  March  8,  '1821.  Dr.  Reynold  Webb  was 
married  to  Deborah  Hopson  Meigs,  born  May  24, 
1797,  in  East  Guilford    (now   the  town  of  Madi- 
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son),  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Daniel  and  Millicent 
(Hopson)  Meigs,  the  former  of  whom  was'  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  a  sergeant  in  the  "Lexing- 
ton alarm."  Mrs.  Webb  died  Dec.  7,  1859,  and 
was  buried  in  Deep  River  cemetery.  She  was  a 
lady  of  refinement  and  culture,  a  loving  wife  and 
mother,  beloved  by  all.  Two  children  came  to 
Dr.  Webb  and  his  wife :  Daniel  Meigs  was  born 
April  6,  1822.  Catherine  Millicent,  born  June  13, 
1832,  married  June  17,  1S55,  Col.  Vincent  Meigs 
Wilcox,  of  the  I32d  P.  V.  I.;  she  died  April  i, 
i860,  the  mother  of  Dr.  Revnold  Webb  Wilcox, 
M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  of  New  York  City. 

(VII)  Dr.  Daniel  Meigs  Webb,  the  subject 
proper  of  this  sketch,  commenced  to  attend  school 
at  the  very  early  age  of  four  years,  and  when 
ten  he  entered  Lee's  Academy,  later  studying  at 
Clinton  Academy,  Middlesex  county,  where  he  pre- 
pared himself  for  college.  In  1842  he  entered 
Yale  College,  taking  an  academic  course,  and  in 
1846  received  the  degree  of  B.  A.  (afterward  that 
of  M.  A.),  after  which  he  entered  the  Medical  De- 
partment, and  there  graduated  in  1849  with  the 
degree  of  M.  D.  Returning  now  to  Madison,  he 
began  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  with 
his  father,  and  at  the  latter's  death  continued  it. 
He  has  now  been  a  physician  and  surgeon  in  his 
native  town  for  over  half  a  century,  his  ride  ex- 
tending to  Clinton,  Guilford,  Madison  and  North 
Madison. 

On  April  29,  1849,  at  Clinton,  Conn.,  Dr.  Webb 
married  Mary  Elizabeth  Elderkin,  born  in  Clin- 
ton, March  20,  1825,  daughter  of  Buckminster 
Brintnall  Elderkin.  of  that  town.  Dr.  Webb  is 
a  fellow  of  the  State  Medical  Society ;  is  affiliated 
with  the  F.  &  A.  M.  Lodge.  No.  87,  Madison,  of 
which  he  was  medical  examiner ;  is  a  Knight 
Templar,  member  of  New  Haven  Commandery, 
No.  2 ;  and  for  several  years  was  identified  with 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  but 
no  office  seeker,  in  religious  faith  a  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  war- 
dens. He  is  a  broad-minded  man,  highly  cultured, 
being  master  of  several  languages,  extremely  pop- 
ular both  in  and  outside  of  his  profession,  and 
highly  respected. 

EDWARD  RUTHERFORD  HAYES  (de- 
ceased) was  in  his'  lifetime  one  of  the  most  re- 
spected and  useful  citizens  of  Connecticut,  a  man 
of  sterling  worth  and  integrity.  He  was  born  Jan. 
30,  1822.  in  New  Haven.  The  Hayes  family  be- 
gins its  history  in  this  country  with  the  advent  of 
George  Hayes,  who  went  from  Scotland  to  Derby- 
shire. England,  and  came  to  this  country,  and  ap- 
pears at  Windsor,  Conn.,  very  early  in  the  history 
of  the  Colony.  His  first  marriage  was  to  Sarah 
(surname  not  known),  who  died' in  1683,  and  he 
married  for  his  second  wife  Abigail,  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  Dibble,  of  Windsor  and  Simsbury,  the 
same   year.     About    1698   the    family    removed    to 


Salmon  Brook,  in  the  town  of  Simsbury,  which  is 
now  a  part  of  Granby.  He  died  in  Simsbury,  Sept. 
22,  1725.  His  second  wife  and  eleven  children 
survived  him. 

Daniel  Hayes,  a  son  of  George,  was  born  April 
26,  1686,  in  Windsor.  In  1716  he  married  Martha 
Holcomb,  who  died  the  year  following.  In  1721 
he  married  Sarah.  Lee,  of  Wheatfield,  Mass.,  who 
died  in  1738.  In  1739  Mr.  Hayes  married  his  third 
wife,  Mary.  Mr.  Hayes  died  in  Simsbury  in  1756. 
During  Queen  Anne's  war  Daniel  Hayes  was  taken 
prison  by  the  Indians  almo,st  within  sight  of  his  own 
home,  and  carried  to  Canada,  where  he  was  kept  in 
captivity  more  than  five  years,  when  he  was  re- 
leased, and  he  returned  to  his  home  as  one  risen 
from  the  dead. 

Ezekiel  Hayes  (i),  son  of  Daniel,  born  Nov. 
21,  i.724,  married  in  1749  Rebecca,  a  daughter 
of  Rev.  Samuel  Russell,  of  Branford.  Mr.  Hayes, 
was  an  early  .settler  in  New  Haven,  where  he 
owned  and  occupied  a  home  on  Court  street.  He 
was  a  prominent  citizen,  and  a  large  proprietor 
in  New  Haven.  He  lived  many  years  at  Bran- 
ford,  where  'in  1756  he  built  a  handsome  brick 
residence,  which  is  still  standing.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  New  Haven  Oct.  17,  1807.  From  1749 
until  after  the  Revolution  his  home  was  in  Bran- 
ford  the  most  of  the  time.  He  served  as  a  captain 
in  the  Revolution,  and  was  present  at  the  surren- 
der of  Lord  Cornwallis,  at  Yorktown.  A  grand- 
son of  Ezekiel  (i)  was  Rutherford  B.  Hayes, 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Ezekiel  Hayes  (2),  son  of  the  above,  was  born 
in  Branford  in  1753,  and  married  June  i,  1775,  to 
Mary  Hemingway.  Wealthy  (Trowbridge) 
Barnes  became  his  wife  June  21,  1800.  She  was 
the  widow  of  Samuel  Barnes'  and  a  daughter  of 
Rutherford  Trowbridge  and  Dorothy  Hitchcock. 
Elizabeth,  the  widow  of  Archibald  Rice,  became 
his  third  wife,  Dec.  8,  1822,  and  she  survived  him. 
yir.  Hayes,  like  his  father,  was  a  blacksmith  and 
scythe  maker.  Mr.  Hayes  resided  in  Court  street. 
New  Haven,  where  he  died  Oct.  20,  1828. 

John  Hayes,  son  of  Ezekiel  (2).  born  Nov. 
17,  1786,  in  New  Haven,  was  married  June  28, 
1810,  to  Elizabeth  Bills,  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  (Thompson)  Bills;  she  was  born  Jan. 
8,  1790,  and  died  Dec.  5,  1872.  Mr.  Hayes  was  a 
merchant  tailor,  and  died  July  23,  1836.  His  chil- 
dren were  as  follows :  Ezekiel ;  William  Bills ; 
Susan,  who  married  a  Williard ;  Elizabeth  T.,  who 
married  a  Johnson ;  John  Hemingway ;  Edward 
Rutherford :  Charles  Russell ;  Harriet  Rebecca ; 
and  Mary  B.,  who  married  Edward  T.  ]Mix.  men- 
tion of  whom  will  be  made  further  on.  All  were 
born  in  New  Haven. 

Edward  Rutherford  Hayes.,  son  of  John,  was 
for  many  years  the  efficient  bookkeeper  and  ac- 
countant of  the  firm  of  Henry  Trowbridge  &  Sons, 
one  of  the  most  substantial  and  best-known  con- 
cerns  in   New   England.     He   retired    from   active 
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life  in  1889,  and  died  on  Dec.  9,  1895.  On  Oct.  i, 
1849,  he  was  married  to  Anna  Cooke  Silliman, 
who  was  born  Jan.  5,  1825,  at  ]\lt.  Pleasant,  X. 
Y.,  a  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Amelia  (Cooke)  Silli- 
man, of  New  Haven.  She  died  May  9,  1876.  To 
them  were  torn :  (i)  Martha  Silliman,  who  is  a 
daughter  of  the  American  Revolution;  (2)  Caro- 
line Rutherford,  who  died  Aug.  i,  1858.  'Mv.  Haves 
was  a  member  of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church, 
which  he  served  as  a  vestryman  many  years.  In 
early  life  he  was  captain  of  a  militia  company. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Republican,  and  belonged  to 
the  Republican  Club.  His  great-grandfather  built 
the  old  brick  house,  one  of  the  famous  taverns  in 
Branford  in  the  early  davs. 

The  grandmother  of  Mrs.  Anna  C.  (Silliman) 
Hayes  was  a  great-grandchild  of  Gen.  Lyon,  who 
came  to  America  very  early  in  the  colonial  history. 
The  family  are  all  connected  with  the  Sillimans 
of  Yale  College.  The  mother  of  ]Mrs.  Hayes  was 
a  member  of  a  family  of  ten  children,  three  of 
whom  are  living,  two  in  New  York,  and  one  in 
Pennsylvania. 

Edward  Towxsexd  Mix,  who  was  an  architect 
of  Milwaukee,  learned  his  profession  of  Sidney 
Stone,  and  became  one  of  the  leading  architects 
of  the  Northwest.  His  biography  appears  in  the 
National  Cyclopedia  of  American  Biography.  ]Mr. 
Mix  was  born  at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  May  13,  1831. 
His"  father  and  grandfather  followed  the  sea,  and 
were  navigators  of  distinction,  the  exploits  of  each 
being  named  in  the  annals  of  the  New  Haven 
Colony  Historical  Society.  In  1836  young  Mix 
went  West  with  his  parents,  who  settled  in  An- 
dover,  111.,  on  a  large  farm  which  his  father  had 
purchased.  In  1845  *^he  family  returned  to  New 
York,  where  Edward  T.  began  his  education  in 
the  city  schools,  and  completed  it  in  the  Collegiate 
School,  in  Batavia,  N.  Y.  In  1848,  while  on  a 
visit  to  New  Haven,  he  became  acquainted  with 
one  of  the  leading  architects  of  New  England, 
whose  office  he  entered  as  a  student.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  seven  years  he  refused  a  partnership 
with  his  instructor,  and  settled  in  Chicago,  111. 
In  1856  he  went  to  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  where  his 
ability  as  an  architect  was  speedily  recognized,  and 
his  application  to  his  profession,  with  his  unswerv- 
ing fidelity  in  discharging  its  duties,  brought  him, 
in  a  very  few  years,  into  the  front  rank  of  his  pro- 
fession. In  1868  Gov.  Fairchild  appointed  him 
State  architect  of  Wisconsin,  and  he  had  charge 
of  the  construction  of  the  State  buildings  until  1879, 
when  he  resigned.  His  reputation  was  not  confined 
to  Milwaukee,  but  extended  to  other  cities.  East  and 
West,  and  received  for  him  engagements  where  pro- 
fessional talent  and  experience  of  the  highest  order 
were  required.  Mr.  Mix  was  a  leading  member  of 
New  York  Institute  of  Architects,  and  was  presi- 
dent of  Wisconsin  State  Architectural  League 
from  1888  to  1890.  A  great  number  and  variety 
of  noble  and  statelv  buildings    in    Milwaukee,  Min- 


neapolis and  other  western  cities,  bear  testimony 
of  his  high  attainment;.  Among  many  of  the 
finest  buildings  in  Milwaukee  which  he' designed 
are  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  St.  Paul's  Church, 
Mitchell's  Bank,  the  St.  Paul  R.  R.  Depot,  Plank- 
ington  House,  and  St.  Grace's  Church  at  3.1inne- 
apolis.  He  was  also  the  architect  of  the  Guar- 
antee Loan  Building,  costing  ^i, 000.000.  He 
married  Mary  Hayes,  of  New  Haven,  Conn., 
a  relative  of  ex-President  Hayes.  Edward  Town- 
send  Mix  died  Sept.  23,  1890,  at  Minneapolis-, 
Minnesota. 

FRANKLIN  HENRY  HART,  than  whom 
there  are  few  better  known  business  men  in  New 
Haven,  is  one  of  the  sterling  residents  of  that  city, 
where  his  long  and  honorable  career  has  placed  him 
in  a  foremost  position  in  the  commercial  circle. 

Mr.  Hart  comes  from  one  of  the  old  and  honor- 
able families  of  New  England,  and  one  of  the  very 
oldest  in  Connecticut,  he  being  a  representative  of 
the  seventh  generation  from  Deacon  Stephen  Hart, 
who  was  the  progenitor  of  this  family  in  America. 
His  line  is  from  Deacon  Stephen  throuarh  Thomas, 
Hawkins,  Samuel,  Samuel  (2),  and  William  Au- 
gustus. 

(i)  Deacon  Stephen  Hart,  born  about  1605,  at 
Braintree,  County  of  Essex,  England,  came  thence 
to  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  about  1632,  ac- 
companied by  his  wife  and  daughters,  Sarah' and 
Mary,  and  his  sons,  John  and  Stephen  (2).  He  is 
supposed  to  have  belonged  to  the  companv  that 
settled  Braintree,  Mass.  He  located  for  a  t'ime  at 
Newtown  (now  Cambridge),  where  his  first  wife 
died.  For  his  second  wife  he  married  Margaret 
Smith,  widow  of  Arthur  Smith.  Mr.  Hart  was  one 
of  the  fifty-four  settlers  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  later 
went  to  Hartford  with  the  company  of  Rev.  Thomas 
Hooker,  in  1635,  and  was  one  of  the  original  pro- 
prietors in  1639.  At  Cambridge  he  had  been  a 
member  of  Mr.  Hooker's  Church  and  continued  a 
member  in  Hartford.  In  1672  he  became  one  of  the 
eighty-four  proprietors  of  Farmington,  Conn.  In 
1647  he  was  a  deputy  to  the  General  Court  of  Con- 
necticut, and  continued  to  serve  as  such  during  most 
of  the  succeeding  years  up  to  1660,  from  the  town 
of  Farmington.  At  the  latter  place  he  was  one  of 
the  seven  pillars  of  the  church  and  was  chosen  the 
first  deacon.  An  extensive  farmer,  he  became  a 
man  of  influence,  and  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  the 
town.  His  death  occurred  in  1683,  his  widow  dy- 
ing in  1693. 

(II)  Thomas  Hart,  son  of  Deacon  Stephen,  was 
born  in  1644,  and  married  Ruth  Hawkins,  who  was 
born  in  1649.  in  Windsor,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of 
Anthony  Hawkins,  a  man  of  distinction  in  Farming- 
ton,  whose  wife  was  the  daughter  of  Governor 
Welles,  of  Connecticut.  Mr.  Hart  served  as  en- 
sign, lieutenant  and  captain,  respectively,  of  the 
train  band.  Mr.  Hart  and  John  Hooker  were  the 
two  most  prominent  men  of  the  town,  and  conspic- 
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uous  in  the  Colony,  bein^  men  of  wealth,  activity 
and  usefulness.  From  1690  to  1711  he  represented 
the  town  in  the  General  Court,  for  twenty-nine  ses- 
sions, and  he  was  several  times  clerk  and  speaker. 
Capt.  Hart  died  in  1726,  and  was  buried  with  mili- 
tary honors.  He  was  a  man  of  wealth  and  intlu- 
ence.  His  family  consisted  of  two  daughters  and 
five  sons. 

(HI)  Hawkins  Hart,  son  of  Capt.  Thomas,  was 
born  in  1677,  in  Farmington,  and  was  a  farmer.  He 
married  in  1701  Sarah  Roys,  who  was  born;  in 
1683,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Roys  and  Sarah 
(Lathrop),  of  Wallingford.  They  lived  for  a  time 
in  Farmington,  and  then  removed  to  Wallingford, 
where  Mrs.  Hart  died  in  1733.  ^Ir.  Hart  then 
married  Mary  Ehot,  daughter  of  Rev.  Joseph  Eliot, 
and  his  second  wife  Mary  (Willys),  of  Guilford, 
the  latter  a  daughter  of  Hon.  Samuel  Willys,  of 
Hartford.  Mr.  Hart  held  the  rank  of  lieutenant, 
and  represented  Wallingford  in  the  General  Court 
nine  sessions,  between  1714  and  1732.  He  died  in 
1735.  Fie  was  a  large  land  holder  and  owned  and 
occupied  a  twenty-seven-acre  tract  on  North  !Main 
street,  Wallingford,  now  known  as  the  Rice  (or 
Roys)  homestead.  He  was  a  representative  man  of 
his  time,  prominent  in  State,  civil  and  military  life. 
Mrs.  Mary  (Eliot)  Hart  was  a  granddaughter  of 
Rev.  John  Eliot,  the  apostle  to  the  Indians,  who 
read  the  Bible  to  the  red  men  under  the  massive  oak 
at  South  Natick  in  165 1  ;  he  used  his  own  transla- 
tion of  Holy  WVit,  and  was  the  first  to  give  them 
this  sacred  work  in  their  own  language.  After  the 
death  of  her  first  husband,  Mrs.  Hart  married  Rev. 
Abraham  Pierson,  first  President  of  Yale  College, 
who  died  some  time  after,  and  his  widow  married 
(third)  Samuel  Hooker,  of  Kensington,  a  grand- 
son of  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  of  Farmington.  One 
child  was  born  to  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Hart,  Samuel, 
mentioned  below. 

(IV)  Samuel  Hart,  son  of  Lieut.  Hawkins,  was 
born  in  Wallingford  July  18,  1735.  He  married, 
in  1759,  at  Durham,  Conn.,  Abridget  Fowler, 
and  settled  on  a  tract  of  land  which  had  been 
given  to  Rev.  Joseph  Eliot  by  the  Colonial  Leg- 
islature, for  valued  and  distinguished  service. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  were  taken  into  full  church 
communion  in  1771.  Mr.  Hart  held  the  rank 
of  lieutenant  in  the  Continental  Army  during 
the  Revolutionary  war,  and  was  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Saratoga,  Sept.  19,  1777,  after  which 
he  drew  a  pension.  He  rendered  further  service 
to  his  country  as  Captain  in  Col.  Comfort  Sage's 
regiment  July  5,  1779,  in  the  invasion  of  New  Ha- 
ven. His  death  took  place  Jan.  12,  1805,  and  his 
widow  passed  away  Nov.  26,  1827.  Their  graves 
are  well  preserved  in  the  old  cemetery  of  his  native 
town,  his  bearing  the  bronze  marker  of  the  society 
of  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution. 

(V)  Samuel  Hart  (2),  son  of  Lieut.  Samuel, 
was  born  July  12,  1770,  and  was  baptized  in  Dur- 
ham, Conn.    On  March  3,  1803,  he  married  Patience 
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Hubbard,  who  was  born  in  August,  1772,  a  daughter 
of  Eber  and  Patience  (Chittenden)  Hubbard.  Mr. 
Hart  was  a  farmer  living  on  his  father's  homestead, 
and  was  an  industrious  man.  He  died  Dec.  25,  1S57, 
his  widow  surviving  until  March  15,  1864. 

(VT)  William  Augustus  Hart,  son  of  Samuel 
(2),  was  born  April  26,  1806,  at  Durham,  Conn., 
and  was  well  known  to  the  residents  of  New  Ha- 
ven, Middletown  and  Durham,  as  he  carried  on  a 
provision  business  in  these  towns,  and  also  kept 
a  country  store  on  the  old  homestead.  He  married 
Sally  Ann  Jones,  who  was  a  daughter  of  John  Jones,. 
of  North  \Iadison,  and  the  children  of  this  union, 
were  as  'follows:  Elizabeth  H.,  born  ]\Iay  17,  1831,. 
married  Charles  E.  Camp,  of  Middlefield.  Conn. ; 
Franklin  H.,  born  April  29,  1834;  Alary  E.,  born 
July  10,  1836,  is  deceased ;  William  Lewis,  born 
Dec.  28,  1838,  is  residing  in  Brighton,  Ohio  (he 
served  as  a  private  in  ist  Conn.  Heavy  Artillery 
in  the  Civil  war,  and  receives  a  pension)  ;  Ellen  M., 
born  March  11,  1841,  married  Isaac  Hall,  of  Wall- 
ingford, and  both  are  deceased;  Charles  E.,  born 
April  2,  1843,  enlisted  during  Civil  war  in  the  15th 
Conn.  V.  I.,  and  was  promoted  to  captain  in  the 
109th  colored  regiment;  Frederick  J.,  born  Feb.  26, 
1845,  and  now  a  resident  of  Joplin,  AIo.,  was  during 
the  Civil  war  a  lieutenant  in  the  109th  colored  regi- 
ment, 1st  Heavy  Artillery;  Catherine  S..  born  Aug. 
19,  1847,  1^^'^s  in  Durham,  Conn. ;  Alice  L.,  born 
April  19,  1852,  is  an  artist  in  Boston,  Mass.  The 
parents  of  this  family  died  in  Durham,  Conn.  They 
were  honored  members  of  the  South  Congregational 
Church,  and  Mr.  Hart  was  a  deacon  in  same.  Mr. 
Hart  was  noted  for  his  strict  total  abstinence  from 
all  kinds  of  intoxicants,  and  for  his  firm  stand  on 
this  subject  of  temperance. 

Franklin  Henry  Hart  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Durham,  on  the  farm  which  has  been  in  the  family 
since  the  time  of  Rev.   Joseph   Eliot,   granted   by- 
special  act  of  the  general  court  of  Connecticut  ire 
1698,  to  Mary  Eliot,  his  great-great-grandmother. 
His    literary    training   was    received    in   the    public 
schools  of  Durham,  and  his  first  business  venture, 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  was  the  peddling  of 
charcoal.     At  sixteen  he  attended  the  first  organ- 
ization of  the  State  Normal  School,  in  New  Brit?.in, 
where  he  was  a  student  for  two  terms,  in  1849-50. 
He  had  fitted  himself  for  teaching,  but  before  he 
could  obtain  a  school  had  to  pass  an  examination, 
which  was  conducted  by  nine  residents  of  the  town 
including  the  minister.     One  very  important  quali- 
fication of  a  teacher  in  this  district  was  the  ability 
to  make  pens  from  quills  furnished  by  the  examin- 
ers.    The  use  of  steel  pens  was  strictly  prohibited, 
the  pupils  bringing  the  quills,  and  the  teacher  with 
his  pocket  knife  converting  them  into  pens.    In  1S51 
Mr.   Hart  taught  a  district   school   in   Middlefield, 
continuing  to  teach  for  two  winters  in  the  South 
End  District  in  Durham.     In  1854  he  became  asso- 
ciated with  H.  H.  Strong  in  business  in  New  Haven, 
where  he  remained  until  March,  1856.     About  this. 
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time  the  trouble  in  Kansas  regarding  slavery  was 
attracting  attention  from  all  over  the  United  States. 
The  Abolition  element  in  Connecticut  was  active, 
and  in  order  to  stimulate  that  side  of  the  con- 
troversy, a  colony  was  formed  at  New  Haven  for 
migration  to  Kansas.  The  meeting  to  organize  this 
colony  was  held  in  the  Xorth  Church,  Xew  Haven, 
March  20,  1856.  Henry  Ward  Ucecher  made  a  stir- 
ring address,  and  after  he  had  concluded  it  was  an- 
noimced  that  while  the  party  was  well  fitted  to  dig 
and  plow,  it  was  not  in  shape  to  fight.  Professor 
Silliman  of  Yale  arose  and  in  a  short  speech  urged 
the  furnishing  of  the  colonists  with  guns,  so  that 
they  could  do  something  for  freedom,  as  well  as  for 
the  building  up  of  prosperity  on  the  plains.  He 
ended  by  subscribing  $25  for  the  purchase  of  a 
Sharps  rifle.  Others  followed  his  example,  and  in 
a  short  time  half  of  the  colonists  had  been  provided 
with  weapons  for  either  offense  or  defense.  Air. 
33eecher,  then  at  the  zenith  of  his  power,  again  took 
the  rostrum,  and  in  a  magnetic  speech  gave  his 
ilessing  to  the  new  plan,  and  promised  that  if  the 
-colonists  could  get  half  enough  rifles  there,  he  would 
promise  that  his  church  would  furnish  the  remain- 
der. In  a  few  days  he  sent  the  gompany  the  re- 
quired number  of  guns,  over  S600  having  been  sub- 
scribed by  his  parishioners  for  the  purpose,  and 
along  with  the  guns  came  a  Bible  and  hymn  book 
for  every  member  of  the  party.  In  the  party  were 
doctors,  lawyers,  mechanics,  teachers  and  preachers, 
and  on  March  29,  1856,  they  marched  out  of  New 
Haven,  as  splendid  a  party  of  men  as  ever  gathered 
ior  the  colonization  of  the  West.  With  them  went 
the  words  of  Mr.  Beecher  as  he  wrote  them  from 
his  study  in  Brooklyn,  as  he  sent  the  rifles. 

Let  these  arms  hang  above  your  doors  as  the  old  Revo- 
lutionary muskets  do  in  many  a  New  England  dwelling. 
May  your  children  in  another  generation  look  upon  them 
■with  pride  and  say,  "  Our  fathers'  courage  saved  this  land 
from  blood  and  slavery."  Every  mornmgs  breeze  shall 
catch  the  blessing  of  our  prayers  and  roll  them  westward  to 
your  prairie  homes.  May  your  sons  be  as  large  hearted  as 
the  heavens  above  their  h'eaas.  May  your  daughters  fill 
the  land  as  the  flowers  do  the  prairit-s,  only  sweeter,  fairer 
than  they.  You  will  not  need  to  use  arms  when  it  is  known 
that  you  have  them.  It  is  the  essence  of  slavery  to  be  arro- 
gant before  the  weak  and  cowardly  before  the  strong. 

One  of  these  historic  Sharps  rifles,  which  did 
service  against  armed  invasion  of  the  slave  power,  is 
treasured  by  Mr.  Hart  as  a  factor  in  making  Kan- 
sas a  free  state,  and  the  first  gun  fired  in  the  pre- 
liminary skirmish  of  the  Civil  war. 

Mr.  Hart  was  a  member  of  the  colony  which  was 
imder  Chas.  B.  Lines,  and  settled  at  Wabaunsee, 
Kansas.  ]\Ir.  Hart  remained  in  Kansas  until  the 
fall  of  1859,  excepting  during  a  period  of  about 
seven  months,  in  the  winter  of  1858-59,  when  he 
taught  school  at  Camp  Point,  111.  He  returned  to 
Connecticut  in  the  fall  of  1859,  and  again  associated 
himself  in  business  with  Mr.  Strong,  and  since  that 
time  has  been  one  of  the  reliable  business  men  of 
New  Haven,  one  whose  integrity  is  unquestioned. 


and  whose  success  has  been  merited.  In  1872  he 
became  associated  in  the  wholesale  provision  busi- 
ness, under  the  firm  name  of  Strong,  Barnes,  Hart 
&  Co. 

On  Dec.  24,  i860,  at  Durham,  Mr.  Hart  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Aliss  Adaline  Jackson,  a 
daughter  of  John  Jackson,  and  they  have  had  one 
son,  Horace  Sedgwick,  who  was  born  Aug.  30, 
1864,  and  is  a  brilliant  young  man.  He  graduated 
from  Yale  in  1887,  studied  medicine  in  the  College 
of  Phvsicians  &  Surgeons,  New  York,  and  grad- 
uated  m  1893,  spent  two  years  in  Bellevue  Hospital, 
and  began  practice  in  1896,  in  Cambridge,  N.  Y. 
At  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  he  married  Miss  Amy  Rich- 
ards, and  they  have  two  children,  Gertrude  Richards 
and  Franklin  Jackson.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hart  are 
members  of  the  Church  of  the  Redeemer.  He  was 
for  a  number  of  years  a  member  of  the  society's 
committee  and  its  chairman. 

Franklin  H.  Hart  is  a  member  of  Wooster 
Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution ;  and  of  the  Union  League.  He  was  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Republican  League,  which  was 
organized  on  the  defeat  of  James  G.  Blaine,  and 
with  three  hundred  members.  His  connection  with 
civic  affairs  has  been  notable  in  town  and  city.  In 
1879  3.nd  1880  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
selectmen,  and  it  was  during  this  period  that  Fair 
Haven  was  annexed  to  New  Haven,  and  the  town 
line  extended,  taking  in  the  entire  east  shore  of  New 
Haven  Harbor  to  and  including  Southend.  From 
188 1  to  1891  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  police 
commissioners,  during  which  period  was  introduced 
the  Gamewell  Police  Telephone  and  Signal  system ; 
also  the  patrol  wagon  and  ambulance.  It  was  in 
1889  that  the  Veteran  Reserve  Grade  pension  act, 
and  Reserve  fund  in  Police  department  were  estab- 
lished. In  the  inauguration  of  all  these  plans  and 
devices,  Mr.  Hart  took  a  prominent  part.  While 
a  member  of  this  board  he  was  presented  with  a 
valuable  watch,  as  a  testimonial  of  the  regard  in 
which  he  was  held  by  the  citizens  of  New  Haven. 
]\Ir.  Hart  is  one  of  the  well  known  citizens  of  his 
city,  and  has  made  life  a  success.  While  well  along 
toward  three-score  and  ten,  Air.  Hart  is  active  in 
mind  and  body — 'a.  man  of  regular  habits,  as  his 
well-preserved  physical  condition  will  attest.  He  is 
an  enthusiastic  and  successful  amateur  photograph- 
er, and  during  his  travels  has  collected  a  vast  num- 
ber of  interesting  views  with  his  cainera,  his  col- 
lection of  Cuban,  Jamaican  and  Mexican  views  being 
especially  interesting,  and,  to  no  small  extent,  in- 
structive, as  they  embrace  many  photographs  which 
a  student  of  sociology  would  consider  rare  and  ex- 
tremely valuable. 

RUSSELL  HALL,  a  prominent  citizen  and  na- 
tive of  Meriden,  and  one  of  the  leaders  in  grocery 
supplies,  dealing  also  in  woodenware,  and  a  manu- 

I  facturer  of  tinware,  was  born  Julv  26,   1835. 

i         The   family  records  of  the  Hall   family  reach 
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back  to  John  Hall,  who  was  born  in  England  in 
1^)05,  and  (lied  in  Wallingford,  Conn.,  in  1676.  He 
came  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  either  just  before,  or  in 
company  with  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  and  was 
"•ranted  si.K  acres  by  courtesy  of  the  town.  He 
married  Jane  Wollen,  in  1641,  and  she  died  Nov. 
14,  1690.  Nine  children  blessed  the  home  of  this 
pioneer  couple:  (i)  Richard,  born  July  11,  1645. 
married,  in  1699,  Hannah,  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  (Alsop)  Miles,  and  died  in  New  Haven  in 
1726,  aged  eighty-one  years.  (2)  John,  baptised 
Aug.  9,  1646,  married  Dec.  6,  1666,  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  Edward  and  Mrs.  (Potter)  Parker  (she  was 
baptized  Aug.  27,  1648,  and  died  Sept.  22,  1725), 
and  died  Sept.  2,  1721.  (3)  Sarah,  twin  to  John, 
bai)tized  Aug.  9,  1646,  married  in  December,  1664, 
William,  son  of  Thomas  Johnson,  of  New  Haven. 
(4)  Daniel,  born  in  1647,  married  in  1670,  Mary, 
daughter  of  Henry  Rutherford,  and  died  in  Bar- 
badoes,  West  Indies,  in  1675.  (5)  Samuel,  born 
^lay  21,  1648,  married  in  [Slay,  1666,  Hannah, 
daughter  of  John  Walker,  and  died  ]\Iarch  5,  1726, 
survived  by  his  wife  until  Dec.  20,  1728.  (6) 
Thomas,  born  IMarch  2^,  1649,  married  Grace  Wat- 
son, June  5,  1673,  and  died  Sept.  17,  1731  ;  she  died 
May  I,  1731.  (7)  Jonathan,  born  April  5,  1651, 
"exchanged  accommodations  in  New  Haven  in  1667, 
for  those  of  John  Stevens  of  New  London,"  wdiere 
he  was  probably  a  vessel  owner  and  captain.  (8) 
David,    born    ^larch    18,    1652.    married    Dec.    24, 

1676,  Sarah  Rockwell  (who  died  Nov.  3,  1732), 
and  died  July  7,  1727.  (9)  Mary,  born  in  1653, 
is  probably  the  Mary  Hall  who  testified  as  to  John 
Hall's  nuncupative  will  in   1676.     She  married  in 

1677,  Henry  Cook,  son  of  Henry  and  Judith  (B'ird- 
sall)  Cook,  of  Salem,  }vlass.,  and  died  Oct.  31,  1718. 
Henry  Cook  was  born  Dec.  30,  1652,  and  died  in 
1703. 

Thomas  Hall,  fourth  son  of  John  and  Jane 
(Wollen)  Hall,  was  born  in  New  Haven,  ^Nlarch 
25,  1649,  married  Grace  Watson,  who  was  born  in 
1653,  a  daughter  of  Edward  and  Grace  (Walker) 
Watson.  This  is  the  first  marriage  in  the  Walling- 
ford  records.  Their  children  were:  Abigail,  born 
Jan.  7,  1674,  married  John  Tyler:  Thomas,  born 
July  17,  1676,  married  Abigail  Atwater;  Mary, 
born  Nov.  22,  1677:  Jonathan,  born  July  25.  1679, 
married  Dinah  Andrews,  I\Iav  12,  1703;  Joseph, 
born  July  8,  1681,  married  Bethiah  Terrell;  Esther, 
born  Feb.  3,  1682,  tnarried  Benoni  Atkins;  Ben- 
jamin, born  April  19,  1684,  married  Mary  Ives ; 
Peter,  born  Dec.  28,  1686,  married  Rebecca  Bar- 
tholomew ;  Daniel,  born  Jan.  29,  1689,  married 
Martha  Doolittle;  Rebecca,  born  Jan.  6,  i6c)i,  mar- 
ried Daniel  Holt;  Israel,  born  Oct.  8,  1686,  married 
Abigail  Powell. 

Jonathan  Hall,  son  of  Thomas,  married  on  ^Nlay 
12,  1703,  Dinah  Andrews,  who  survived  until  1784. 
dying  at  the  age  of  ninety-nine  years,  and  he  died 
at  the  age  of  eighty-one.       Their  children  were: 


I  David,  born  Oct.  16,  1705;  Jonathan,  born  Jan.  13, 

■   1708,  married  Sarah  Cook,  in   1739;  Joseph,  born 

I  May  31,  1 710,  married  Hannah  Scoville,  on  April 

i   19-    I73<^;  Anna,  born  Jan.    18,   1712;   Isaac,  born 

i  July  II,   1714,  married,  Nov.  5,  1735,  Mary  AIoss ; 

;  Phebe,  born  Feb.  12,  1717,  died  May  14,  1735;  Eze- 

I  kiel,  born  May  13,  1719,  married  Anna  Andrews; 

Thankful,  born  Sept.  20,  1722;  Benjamin,  born  Oct. 

;  20,  1725;  and  Temperance,  born  April  16,  1727. 

I         Ezekiel  Hall,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Dinah  (An- 

'  drews)  Hall,  was  torn  in  the  Hall  homestead  May 

13,  1719,  and  married  Anna  Andrews,  Oct.  20,  1743, 

I  and  his  children  were  :     Ezekiel,  born  Oct.  24,  1744 ; 

1  Titus,  born  Oct.  19,  1746,  died  Sept.  4,  1748;  Eben, 

.  born  May  23,  1749;  and  Benajah,  born  in  1762. 

I         Benajah  Hall,  son  of  Ezekiel,  was  born  in  what 

!  is  now  the  town  of  Meriden,  and  on  Aug.  19,  1784, 

married    Ruth    Francis,    and    their   children    were: 

I  Orrin,  bom  June  5,   1785;  Esther,  born  June   13, 

1787;  Ruth,  born  Aug.  25,  1789;  Nancy,  born  Nov. 

9,   1792;   Martha,  July    13,    1795;   Philo,   Alay    13, 

1798;  Jacob,  April  5,  1801  ;  Joseph,  Oct.  17,  1803; 

Joel,  Nov.  3,  1806;  and  Levineas.  July  21,  18 10. 

Orrin  Hall,  the  father  of  our  subject,  in  his  early 
days  was  a  tin  peddler,  traveling  through  the  South- 
ern States.  In  those  days  the  housewives  who  lived 
far  from  towns  and  villages,  always  welcomed  the 
peddlers,  who  not  only  brought  necessaries  within 
reach,  but  gave  news  of  the  great  world  outside. 
Later  Mr.  Hall  retired  to  Meriden,  and  farmed  in 
that  neighborhood.  He  married  Anna  G.  Hall,  a 
daughter  of  Brinton  Hall,  of  Meriden,  and  died  in 
July,  1853.  His  children  were:  Almon  ;  Mariette, 
who  married  Stephen  Ives ;  Nelson ;  Philo ;  Elvira, 
who  married  Silas  Ives ;  ^ilargaret ;  Russell ;  Mar- 
tha, who  died  young;  and  Eliza,  who  married  Henry 
L.  Baldwin. 

Russell  Hall,  our  subject,  is  also  a  lineal  de- 
scendant of  Rev.  Samuel  Hall  and  Anne  Law, 
daughter  of  Gov.  Jonathan  Law,  of  Connecticut, 
by  Anne  (Eliot)  Law,  his  first  wife.  She  was  a 
granddaughter  of  Rev.  Joseph  Eliot,  of  Northamp- 
ton and  Guilford,  and  great-granddaughter  of 
Rev.  John  Eliot  (the  Apostle),  and  of  Gov.  Will- 
iam Brinton,  of  Rhode  Island. 

Russell  Hall  was  reared  to  manhood  on  the  farm. 
He  obtained  his  education  under  the  veteran  peda- 
gogue, James  Atkins,  and  at  an  early  age  entered 
trade,  and  his  success,  although  gratifying,  has  been 
the  natural  result  of  unceasing  hard  work.  At 
eighteen  years  of  age,  with  a  mere  pittance  for  .1 
capital,  he  engaged  in  the  making  of  tinware  and 
supplied  peddlers.  His  little  business  increased  un- 
til at  the  end  of  eight  years  he  branched  out  in  his 
present  business,  that  of  dealing  in  wholesale 
grocers'  supplies.  In  his  present  business  Mr. 
Hall  is  one  of  the  largest  dealers  in  his  line  in  the 
State;  his  trade  covers  a  large  territory,  the 
name  of  his  establishment  being  recognized  as 
a    synonym    for   honest   goods    at    popular    prices. 
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The  customers  of  this  jobber .  are  well  looked 
after  by  traveling  men,  and  Mr.  Hall  himself,  who, 
from  the  fact  that  he  has  made  them  regular  visits 
for  years  past,  is  the  best  known  and  most  popular. 

Having  gradually  become  interested  in  real  es- 
tate, Mr.  Hall  is  a  large  tax  payer  and  improver  of 
property.  He  now  owns  some  dozen  houses,  and  in 
building  the  same,  and  in  keeping  them  in  repair 
has  furnished  employment  to  many  men.  While 
he  has  always  devoted  his  full  time  and  attention  to 
business,  he  takes  an  interest  in  public  affairs,  but 
has  never  sought  nor  accepted  office.  He  is,  how- 
ever, one  of  those  genial  whole-souled  men,  who 
win  the  regard  of  all  with  whom  they  come  in  con- 
tact, and  his  strongest  friends  are  those  who  know 
him  best. 

Mr.  Hall  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife  was  Emily  Preston,  daughter  of  Ira  Preston. 
On  Jan.  28,  1866,  he  wedded  Mary  E.,  daughter 
of  Ransom  and  Sarah  (Twiss)  Baldwin,  and  six 
children  have  been  born  of  this  union :  Luther 
Russell,  born  Jan.  23,  1869,  died  Dec.  11,  1875; 
Irving  Baldwin,  born  Aug.  13,  1871,  died  Dec.  14, 
1875;  Lena  Augusta,  born  July  17,  1873,  died  Dec. 
26,  1875  ;  these  three  all  died  from  the  effects  of 
diphtheria.  Of  the  others,  Wesley  R.,  born  Jan.  27, 
1877,  died  April  27,  1878;  Bessie  ^I.,  born  Feb.  8, 
1879,  died  Nov.  11,  189 1  ;  and  Howard  Baldwin,  the 
only  survivor,  born  May  i,  1S81,  is  engaged  in 
business  with  his  father.  Mr.  Hall  supports  the 
Baptist  Church,  of  which  his  wife  and  son  are  mem- 
bers, and  in  political  affiliations  is  a  Democrat,  and 
of  considerable  influence  in  his  party.  A  thorough 
and  experienced  man  of  business,  ]Mr.  Hall  has  been 
before  the  public  for  many  years,  and  has  won  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  all  by  the  upright  methods 
he  has  always  pursued. 

Mr.  Hall's  maternal  grandfather,  Brinton  Hall, 
was  the  father  of  a  numerous  family,  of  whom  we 
have  the  following  record :  William  Brinton,  born 
May  13,  1764,  died  July  29,  1809;  Collin,  born  July 
8,  1766,  died  Feb.  2,  1849;  Samuel,  born  June  10, 
1768,  died  March  11,  1795;  Lucy,  born  Alarch  13, 

1791  ;  Sarah,  born  July  15, 
July  12.  1776;  Oliver,  bom 
Dec.  12,  1779,  was  a  clergyman  ;  and  Joab,  born  Jan. 
12,  1781.  The  mother  of  these  died  and  by  a  sub- 
sequent marriage,  Brinton  Hall  became  the  father  of 
Augustus,  born  July  5,  1785;  Ira,  born  Dec.  2j, 
1787,  died  May  12,  1862;  Casper,  born  April  5, 
1790;  and  Anna  Guv,  who  married  Orrin  Hall,  fa- 
ther of  Russell  Half. 

Ransom  Baldwin,  father  of  ]\Irs.  Russell  Hail, 
was  born  on  the  Baldwin  homestead,  in  East  Meri- 
den,  near  Baldwin's  Mill,  March  i,  1793,  son  of 
James  Baldwin  and  Bethia  (Goodsel).  A  full  his- 
tory of  the  Baldwin  family  is  found  elsewhere  in 
this  volume.  Ransom  Baldwin  grew  up  on  a  farm, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools. 
He  was  a  peddler  of  dry  goods  for  nine  years  in 
the  Southern  States,  after  which  he  returned  to  his 


1771, 
1774 
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native  home,  and  settled  down  to  farming,  buying  a 
tract  of  land,  over  180  acres,  on  which  he  built  a 
dwelling  house,  barns,  etc.,  and  where  he  spent  the 
balance  of  his  days.  He  was  a  man  of  domestic 
tastes,  and  lived  at  peace  with  all  the  world.  In  his 
religious  views  he  was  a  Baptist;  in  his  political 
affiliations  he  was  a. stanch  Democrat,  but  no  office- 
seeker.  He  died  in  1870,  well-known,  highly  re- 
spected, and  was  buried  in  the  .East  Cemetery.  Mr. 
Baldwin  married  Sarah  Twiss,  who  was  born  Jan. 
9,  1 801,  and  died  Oct.  30,  1872,  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Lois  (Austin)  Twiss.  This  union  was 
blessed  with  nine  children  as  follows :  Hiram,. 
Vincey  Ann,  Lois,  and  Augusta,  all  died  young; 
Sarah  (deceased)  married  William  Briggs  (she  had 
five  children,  one  that  died  young;  Delia;  Rose,, 
who  married  Charles  Ferry,  and  has  two  children. 
Edna  and  Ruth  Margaret ;  Lizzie,  principal  of  Skin- 
ner school,  New  Haven ;  and  W^aldo,  a  civil  engin- 
eer in  New  York)  ;  Ransom,  who  married  Marv 
Hall  (who  died  in  1897),  and  had  four  children. 
Flora,  Ransom  L.,  Henry  (died  young)  and  Alice 
(wife  of  Charles  JMorgan)  ;  ]Mary  E.,  wife  of  Rus- 
sell Hall ;  Roxanna,  who  died  young ;  and  Justina 
C,  who  married  Benjamin  C.  Kennard,  and  has  two 
children,  Helen  M.  and  Benjamin  Leighton.  The 
mother  of  these  children  was  a  faithful  and  con- 
sistent member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  Meri- 
den. 

James  Baldwin,  father  of  Ransom  Baldwin,  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  introduced 
Joseph  Twiss  to  Lois  Austin,  and  they  later  married 
and  became  the  parents  of  Sarah,  wife  of  Ransom 
Baldwin.  '  _        . 

CHARLES  E.  FAIRCHILD.  The  family  of 
Fairchild  was  among  the  earliest  to  settle  in  Ox- 
ford, in  which  town  our  subject  was  born  ]March  9. 
183 1.  His  grandfather,  Abial  Fairchild,  was  a 
farmer,  and  a  native  of  the  same  place,  as  was  also 
his  father,  Ebenezer  Fairchild.  Abial  Fairchild 
was  a  citizen  of  prominence  and  influence  in  his  com- 
munity, holding  many  local  offices,  among  which 
was  .that  of  selectman. 

Ebenezer  Fairchild  was  but  one  year  old  when 
he  was  deprived  of  paternal  care  through  the  death 
of  his  father.  He  grew  up  on  the  home  farm,  and 
while  a  young  man  learned  the  trade  of  carriage 
builder  in  the  shops  of  James  Brewster,  whose 
name  has  been  for  decades  associated  and  indis- 
solubly  connected  with  this  great  industry.  He 
served  his  apprenticeship  in  New  Haven,  and  started 
in  business  for  himself  at  Oxford,  meeting  with 
good  success.  His  trade  was  chieflv  with  the 
Southern  markets,  and  as  an  index  to  the  extent  of 
his  business  it  may  be  stated  that  his  son  can  recall 
numerous  shipments  of  vehicles  to  New  York  by 
sloop.  From  Oxford  he  removed  to  Seymour,  con- 
tinuing in  the  same  business  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  Feb.  21,  1880,  after  he  had  reached  his 
seventy-sixth  birthday.       He  married  Sarah  Can- 
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dec,  of  Oxford,  and  both  were  earnest  and  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Mr. 
Fairchild  was  a  Republican  in  politics.  ^^Irs.  Fair- 
•child,  hke  her  husband,  descended  from  one  of  the 
town's  early  families.  Her  father.  Job  Candee,  was 
a  successful  farmer,  and  lived  to  be  ninety  years  old. 
On  Oct.  3,  1784,  he  married  Sarah  Benham,  of 
Middlebury,  and  they  had  seven  children :  Enos, 
Horace,  Leverett,  Laura,  Esther,  Roxy  and  Sarah, 
of  whom  Sarah,  the  youngest,  was  the  last  survivor, 
hving  until  Aug.  20,  1SQ9,  and  reaching  the  age  of 
ninety-two  years.  Mrs.  Sarah  (Benham)  Candee 
lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-six.  Job  Candee  served 
in  the  army  of  Gen.  Washington,  enlisting  as  a 
fifer,  but  rising  to  the  rank  of  captain  before  the 
■conclusion  of  the  war.  His  soul-stirring  anecdotes 
•of  the  great  struggle  which  began  in  1776,  were 
full  alike  of  pathos  and  humor,  and  to  listen  to  their 
narration  was  one  of  our  subject's  great  pleasures  in 
■early  life.  Under  the  heading,  "A  Daughter  of  the 
Revolution,"  an  interesting  article  appeared  in  a 
local  paper  a  few  years  ago,  and  we  here  give  same 
an  part : 

Sejmour  has  a  chapter  of  Daughters  of  the  Revolution 
composed  of  hneal  descendants  ot  soldiers  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, mostly  of  the  third  and  fourth  generations,  and  has 
also  what  very  few  cities  or  towns  in  the  United  States  can 
boast,  a  daughter  of  a  soldier  uf  the  Revolution.  This  is 
Mrs.  Sarah  tairchild,  of  Washington  avenue,  now  nearly 
ninety  years  of  age.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Job  Candee,  of 
Oxford,  who  enlisted  Feb.  9,  1779,  in  Captain  Bradley's 
•company  of  Matrosses  (artillery),  raised  for  the  defense  of 
New  Haven.  He  was  discharged  Feb.  8,  1780,  but  re-en- 
listed March  1st  in  the  artillery  under  Capt.  Bradley,  and 
served  until  Jan.  1,  1781,  returning  to  his  home  during  the 
most  inclement  weather,  as  wa-;  the  custom  with  a  great 
number  of  the  patriots  during  that  long  contest.  In  1781  he 
served  in  Col.  Canheld's  regiment,  at  West  Point.  He  is 
mentioned  in  the  list  of  Revolutionary  pensioners,  in  18o2, 
and  again  in  1840,  being  then  eighty  years  of  age  and  a 
resident  of  Oxford.  In  the  records  of  the  Oxford  Congre- 
gational Church  (of  which  he  became  a  member  |uly  '10, 
1788)  he  is  mentioned  under  date  of  1792  as  Lieutenant, 
and  in  the  Candee  genealogy  as  Captain  in  1802.  His 
monument  reads — "  Capt.  Candee  was  the  last  survivor  of 
nine  brothers,  whose  aggregate  ages  were  785 ,'4  years,  averag- 
ing 9rt%  years.  Reader,  yet  a  few  years  or  days  or  months 
pass  in  silent  lapse,  and  time  to  you  will  be  no  more." 

Charles  E.  Fairchild  received  the  benefit  of  an 
-excellent  English  education,  passing  through  both 
the  common  and  high  schools  of  O.xford,  and  the 
academy  at  Newtown.  Like  many  of  the  bright 
young  men  of  New  England,  he  believed  that  he 
might  better  his  fortunes  by  leaving  the  rock-girt, 
mountain-crested  section  in  which  he  had  been  born, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  carried  himself 
and  his  modest  outfit  to  Tennessee,  where  for  live 
years  he  filled  a  clerical  position  in  a  store.  Re- 
turning East  at  the  end  of  that  time,  he  found  em- 
ployment in  the  city  of  New  York,  with  a  wholesale 
<lry-goods  house,  as  an  accountant.  He  left  this 
position  to  become  a  bookkeeper  in  the  ]\Ianufactur- 
crs  &  Merchants  Bank,  where  he  remained  fourteen 
years,  resigning  his  jwst  to  become  a  traveling  sales- 
man for  the  Fowler  Nail  Co. ;  the  territory  assigned 


him  extended  as  far  west  as  the  Mississippi.  He 
left  the  Fowler  Co.,  in  1876,  to  accept  his  present 
position  as  superintendent  and  general  manager  of 
the  H.  P.  &  E.  Day  2\Ianufacturing  Co.,  of  Seymour, 
a  concern  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  hard  rub- 
ber goods.  Here  he  has  found  an  ample  field  for 
the  exercise  of  his  rare  mental  powers,  sound  judg- 
ment and  executive  capacity.  The  plant  is  one  of 
the  largest  and  best-equipped  in  Connecticut,  and 
Mr.  Fairchild's  strong  common  sense  and  tireless 
enersv  have  contribitted  in  no  small  measure  to  the 
company's  remarkable  success.  He  is  a  director  of 
the- Valley  National  Bank,  of  Seymour,  of  which  he 
was  one  of  the  organizers. 

Mr.  Fairchild  has  been  twice  married.  His 
first  wife  was  Martha  W.  Davidson,  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  to  whom  he  was  united  in  June,  1862.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  William  A.  Davidson,  a  well- 
known  custom  house  keeper  of  New  York,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Tabernacle  Church,  of  which  Dr. 
T.  DeWitt  Talmage  was  pastor.  She  died  in  1887, 
after  reaching  the  age  of  fifty  years.  On  Sept.  18, 
1888,  Air.  Fairchild  married,  for  his  second  wife,  Ida 
(Geeren)  Coffin,  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Fran- 
ces (Clark)  Geeren,  the  former  one  of  the  success- 
ful brick  manufacturers  of  Catskill,  New  York. 

The  party  ties  rest  lightly  on  ]Mr.  Fairchild,  his 
neck  bearing  no  partisan  yoke.  He  votes  as  his 
intelligence,  prompted  by  his  conscience,  dictates, 
his  natural  preference  being  for  men  rather  than 
partv.  His  fellow  citizens  have  not  failed  to  rec- 
ognize his  keen  perceptive  mental  powers  and  his 
incorruptible  integrity.  They  have  chosen  him  to 
fill  the  office  of  assessor,  and  to  meml>ership  on  the 
board  of  relief.  While  making  no  bid  for  popu- 
larity he  makes  friends  as  a  matter  of  course,  and 
his  moral  worth  coinmands  the  undisguised  respect 
of  the  community,  without  distinction  of  party.  He 
is  one  of  the  influential  members  of  the  Board  of 
Trade.  Our  subject  was  one  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers of  the  local  lodge  of  the  Order  of  Red  Men, 
and  has  filled  many  chairs  in  that  organization.  His 
residence  at  No.  25  Washington  avenue  is  one  of 
Seymour's  most  handsome  and  best-appointed 
homes,  and  there,  in  his  seventieth  year,  he  enjoys 
the  rest  which  pertains  to  a  serene  old  age  and  a 
"conscience  void  of  otfence."  Both  Air.  and  Mrs. 
Fairchild  are  comimunicants  of  the  Episcopal 
Church. 

WHITE.  Prominent  among  the  manufactur- 
ers of  Waterbury,  for  nearly  sixty  years,  have  been 
the  several  members  of  the  White  family,  sons  and 
grandsons  of  the  late  Jacob  White,  of  Cromwell, 
formerly  Middletown  Upper  Houses.  This  fam- 
iiv  has  descended  on  both  sides  from  early  and  dis- 
tinguished New  England  ancestry.  Elder  John 
White,  with  his  wife  and  several  children, _  sailed 
from  England  in  1632  on  the  ship  "Lyon."  The 
liead  of  the  family  lived  at  Cambridge,  Mass., 
Hartford,  Conn,  (of  which  place  he  was  one  of  the 
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original  proprietors),  and  Hadley,  Mass.  The 
late  Luther  Chapin  White  and  his  brothers  (sons 
of  Jacob  White),  of  Waterbury,  were  in  the  eighth 
generation  from  Elder  John  White,  the  tirst  Amer- 
ican ancestor  of  the  family,  the  line  of  their  de- 
scent being  through  Capt.  Nathaniel.  Jacob,  John, 
Jacob   (2).  John  "(2).  and  Jacob   (3)." 

(II)  Capt.  Nathaniel  White,  son  of  Elder  John, 
born  in  England,  was  twice  married.  His  first 
wife.  Elizabeth,  died,  and  he  married  (second) 
Widow  Martha  Mould.  He  became  in  1650  or 
165 1  one  of  the  original  proprietors  and  first  set- 
tlers of  -Middletown,  Conn.,  his  home  being  in  that 
part  of  the  town  formerly  called  "Upper  Houses," 
now  Cromwell.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  men 
of  the  Colony  and  acquired  great  influence.  He 
Avas  elected  a  representative  from  Middletown  to 
the  General  Court  eightv-five  times.. 

(III)  Jacob  White,  son  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  and 
his  wife  Elizabeth,  born  in  1665,  married  (first) 
in  1692,  Deborah  Shepherd,  and  (second)  in  1729, 
Widow  Rebecca  Ranney.  He  served  as  constable 
and  also  as  selectman. 

(IV)  John  \\'hite,  son  of  Jacob,  was  born  in 
1712,  at  ^Middletown  Upper  Houses,  where  he  lived 
and  died.  He  married,  in  1736,  Elizabeth  Bord- 
man. 

(V)  Jacob  White  (2),  son  of  John,  was  born 
in  1737,  in  ]\Iiddletown  Upper  Houses,  where  he 
lived  and  died.     He  married,  in  1760,  Lucv  Savage. 

(VI)  John  White  (2),  son  of  Jacob  (2),  bom 
in  iMiddletown  Upper  Houses,  married,  in  1790, 
Ruth  Ranney.     He  was  drowned  at  sea  in   1799. 

(VII)  Jacob  White  (3),  son  of  John  (2),  born 
1792  in  Upper  Middletown.  married,  in  181 5, 
Susan,  daughter  of  Capt.  William  Sage.  She  was 
born  in  1796.  Jacob  White  was  a  tanner  and 
shoemaker,  and  in  1819  removed  to  Sandisfield, 
Mass.,  where  he  carried  on  the  business  of  tan- 
ning for  twelve  years.  He  returned  to  Upper  Mid- 
dletown, and  resided  there  chiefly  until  his  death, 
in  1849.  His  children  were:  William  S.,  Henry 
S.,  Luther  Chapin,  Harriet  M.,  Jacob  Watson, 
Abigail  E..  Orrin  S.  and  Jane  A. 

Capt.  William  Sage,  the  maternal  grandfather 
of  the  late  Luther  Chapin  White,  was  a  great- 
grandson  of  David  Sage,  a  native  of  Wales.  The 
latter  was  born  in  1639,  and  became  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Middletown,  in  1652.  Capt.  Will- 
iam Sage  w^as  bom  in  1748,  son  of  Amos  Sage. 
He  married  Bathsheba  Hollister,  and  they  had  nine 
sons  and  five  daughters.  William  Sage  was  in 
the  war  of  independence.  Immediately  after  the 
battle  of  Lexington,  an  event  that  aroused  the 
country  to  arms,  he,  like  thousands  of  others,  left 
family  and  business  and  hastened  to  the  scene  of 
conflict,  and  was  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 
He  was  afterward  in  other  places  in  this  State 
when  the  citizens  were  called  upon  to  resist  in- 
vasion of  the  enemy.  He  died  in  1831,  lamented 
and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 


Luther  Chapin  White,  son  of  Jacob  (3)  and 
Susan  (Sage)  White,  was  born  Dec.  25,  1821,  in 
Sandisfield,  Mass.  Erom  the  age  of  ten  until  he 
was  seventeen  he  passed  the  time  on  his  father's 
farm,  in  Cromwell,  where  he  attended  the  district 
school.  At  seventeen  he  was  apprenticed  to  his. 
eldest  brother,  who  was  a  builder  in  Aliddletown, 
but  owing  to  an  injury  from  a  fall  he  was  com- 
pelled to  abandon  the  business.  He  then  for  a 
time  was  in  the  employ  of  L.  E.  Hicks,  of  Crom- 
well, a  maker  of  plated  door  trimmings.  In  1841 
he  came  to  Waterbury  and  entered  the  employ  of 
E.  E.  Pritchard  and  H.  J.  White,  manufacturers  of 
umbrella  trimmings  and  small  brass  goods.  In 
E)ecember,  1842,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Sco- 
vill  Mfg.  Co.,  remaining  some  two  years.  For 
the  next  six  years  he  was  employed  as  foreman  by 
J.  S.  Norton,  a  manufacturer  of  door  trimmings, 
in  New  Haven,  Middletown  and  Meriden.  In 
185 1,  having  invented  and  patented  a  valuable 
improvement  in  the  making  of  burners  for  "fluid" 
lamps,  Mr.  White  formed  a  partnership  with  Frank 
Smith,  in  Meriden,  for  their  manufacture.  Two 
years  later  they  removed  their  business  to  Water- 
bury, and  in  1853  organized  the  City  }*Ianufac- 
turing  Co.,  of  which  Mr.  White  was  made  presi- 
dent. A  year  later  ]\Ir.  Smith  died  and  his  inter- 
est was  purchased  by  Mr.  White.  The  latter  con- 
tinued in  the  management  of  this  business  for 
fifteen  years,  although  during  that  time  an  entire 
change  in  the  character  of  the  articles  manufac- 
tured was  made,  owing  to  the  introduction  of  coal 
oil  and  afterward  of  kerosene.  In  his  important 
field  Mr.  White  was  a  pioneer,  having  been  the 
maker  of  the  first  burners  ever  made  in  America 
for  utilizing  these  oils.  He  was  largely  interested 
in  the  numerous  inventions  and  improvements  in 
the  manufacture  of  lamp  burners  which  were  made 
during  this  period.  The  manufacture  of  these 
goods  was  carried  on  in  the  building  of  the  Bene- 
dict &  Bumham  Manufacturing  Co.,  on  South 
]Main  street,  and  the  business  developed  so  rapidly 
that  the  capacity  of  the  factory  was  more  than 
quadrupled. 

In  1866  ]Mr.  White  purchased  from  the  estate 
of  his  brothers,  J.  W.  and  Henry  S.  White,  the 
paper  and  paper  box  business  established  in  1851, 
and  associated  with  him  Capt.  Alfred  Wells,  under 
the  firm  name  of  White  &  Wells.  They  built  up 
a  large  trade  in  paper  and  straw  board  and  the 
extensive  manufacture  of  paper  boxes,  which  is 
carried  on  in  the  buildings  on  Bank  street,  and 
in  this  line  they  were  closely  associated  for  twenty 
vears.  The  partnership  continued  until  the  death 
of  Mr.  W^ells,  July  11,  1886,  after  which  Mr.  White 
became  the  sole  owner  of  the  business.  Toward 
the  close  of  1881  the  Southford  Paper  Co.,  then 
newly  organized,  with  L.  C.  White,  as  president, 
bought  out  the  Southford  Mfg.  Co.,  with  its  pa- 
permill,  which  had  been  established  since  1853, 
erected  new  buildings,  and  entered  upon  manufac- 
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lurinpf  straw  board  and  manilla  paper  on  a  large 
scale.  This  company  in  1887  ceased  operations^  and 
the  mill  was  idle  for  some  tive  years,  starting  up 
a^ain  onlv  a  few  weeks  before  Mr.  White's  death. 

On  July  I,  1868,  Mr.  White  sold  to  the  Benedict 
&■  IJurnham  Manufacturing  Co.  all  his  interest  in 
the  Citv  Manufacturing  Co.,  but  retained  the  but- 
ton back  business,  which  he  transferred  to  the 
buildintr  on  15ank  street  and  which  was  afterward 
conducted  by  the  L.  C.  White  Co.  Mr.  White 
was  the  owner,  also,  of  a  paper  box  factory  in 
Xaugatuck,  and  of  the  Bridgeport  Paper  Bo.x 
Company. 

Although  really  an  invalid  for  many  years  be- 
fore his  death,  Mr.  White  was  reluctant  to  ac- 
knowledge it.  even  to  himself,  and  exhibited  great 
fortitude  and  courage.  \\"hen  not  actually  laid 
aside  by  illness  he  applied  himself  closely  to  busi- 
ness, exercising  a  strict  watch  over  details,  and 
exhibiting  the  unwearied  diligence  which  charac- 
terized him  in  earlier  years.  The  result  was  visible 
in  his  marked  success  as  a  business  man.  He  was 
not,  however,  so  engrossed  in  business  as  to  ex- 
clude interest  in  public  affairs,  or  in  the  doings 
of  the  social  world.  He  was  fond  of  good  com- 
pany and  interested  in  all  that  was  going  on 
around  about  him.  He  was  of  a  cheerful  and 
hopeful  nature,  and  those  with  whom  he  met  from 
day  to  day  felt  the  genial  influence  of  his  life.  He 
believed  in  the  legitimate  pleasure  of  life,  as  well 
as  in  hard  work,  and  sought  entertainment  and 
profit  in  travel.  There  was  no  important  section 
of  his  own  country  which  he  had  not  visited,  and 
he  had  also  traveled  abroad.  He  was  a  close  ob- 
server of  men  and  things,  and  gave  his  friends 
not  a  little  pleasure  in  recounting  his  adventures 
and  describing  what  he  had  seen  in  other  places. 

Politically  INIr.  White  was  an  earnest  Republi- 
can, exhibiting  in  politics,  as  in  other  departments 
of  life,  the  whole-souled  characteristics  which 
made  him  so  attractive  to  his  fellow  citizens.  In 
religious  affairs  he  held  closely,  but  without  a 
particle  of  bigotry,  to  the  faith  in  which  he  was 
brought  up.  He  was  for  many  years  a  member 
of  the  First  Congregational  Church,  and  took  a 
warm  interest  in  its  welfare. 

On  Nov.  28.  1844,  ^J^r.  White  was  married  to 
Miss  Jane  Amelia  Closes,  of  Waterbury,  who  sur- 
vived him.  Their  children  were :  William  Henry, 
who  died  in  1873,  ^t  the  age  of  twenty-six ;  George 
Luther,  now  a  resident  of  Waterbury;  and  Mrs. 
Lynde  Harrison,  of  Xew  Haven.  Luther  Chapin 
White  died  April  5,  1893. 

George  Luther  White,  son  of  the  late  Luther 
Chapin  White,  was  born  July  15,  1852,  in  2\Ieri- 
den.  He  attended  the  common  schools  of  Water- 
bury and  for  a  time  the  school  known  as  the 
"Gunnery,"  in  Washington.  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn. 
He  was  afterward  more  or  less  associated  with  his 
father  in  his  different  lines  of  business  until  his 
death,  and  then  succeeded  to  his  large  business  in- 


terests.     In   January,    1892,    he  became    the   man- 
ager of   the   business   of   White   &   Wells,   and   in 
January,   1895,  organized  The  White  &  Wells  Co., 
as   successors  to  the  business  of  White  &   Wells, 
and  was  chosen  president  and  treasurer,  and  has 
since  most  etffciently  performed  the  duties  of  those 
trusts.    At  the  death  of  his  father  he  became  presi- 
dent and  treasurer  of  the  L.  C.  White  Co.  and  still 
holds  those  offices.  He  is  also  vice-president  of  the 
Xew  England  Watch  Co.,  of  Waterbury,  and  of 
the  Weston  Strawlward  Co.,  of  St.  Mary's,  Ohio,, 
and   Gas   City,   Ind.      Mr.   White  ■  is    one    of    the 
younger    prominent    manufacturers:    and    business 
men  of  Waterbury.     Socially  he  is  a  member  of 
the   Waterbury    Club,    and    for   some    nine    vears 
j  served  on  the  house  committee,  and  from  1899  to- 
1   1901  was  its  president.     Politically  he  is  a  Repub- 
i  lican.     He  was  a  member  of  the  common  council 
!  in  1890,  from  the  Second  ward.     He  has  the  confi- 
!  dence  and  esteem  of  the  community  to  a  marked 
j  degree.     On  April  15,  1874,  Air.  White  was  mar- 
I  ried   to  Julia   Phelps   Haring,   daughter   of   James 
Demarest   Haring,   of    Xew    York   City,    and    the 
marriage  has  been  blessed  with  children  as  follows : 
Caroline    Haring,     William     Henry    and     George 
Luther,  Jr. 

Jacob  \Vatson  White,  son  of  Jacob  and  Susan 
(Sage)  White,  was  born  Sept.  19.  1827,  in  Sandis- 
field,  Mass.  In  183 1  he  came  to  Cromwell,  Conn.,, 
with  his  father's  family,  and  lived  the  greater  part 
of  the  time  until  1850,  when  he  located  in  Water- 
bury. There,  associated  with  his  brother  Henry 
S.  White,  he  established,  in  185 1,  the  paper  and 
paper  box  business  described  in  the  foregoing, 
which  he  conducted  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
died  July  5,  1865,  and  the  business  was  managed 
by  his  executors  until  February,  1866,  when  it  was 
purchased  by  his  brother,  Luther  C.  White.  Jacob 
Watson  White  was  one  of  the  original  members 
of  the  Second  Congregational  Church,  in  the  af- 
fairs of  which  he  took  a  great  interest.  He  was  a 
man  of  good  business  ability,  and  held  the  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens.  He  mar- 
ried, Oct.  19,  1850.  Anna  Eliza,  daughter  of 
Chauncey  Wells,  of  Hartford,  and  their  children 
were:  (i)  Edward  Luther  White,  born  Dec.  12, 
1853,  in  Waterbury,  was  prepared  for  Yale  Col- 
lege at  Williston  Seminary,  and.  graduated  from 
Sheffield  Scientific  School  in  1875.  He  then  en- 
tered the  emplov  of  White  &  Wells,  as  manager 
of  their  business  at  Bridgeport.  On  the  death  of 
Capt.  Wells,  in  1886,  ^Ir.  White  returned  to  Wa- 
terl3ury,  and  was  manager  of  their  business  hero 
until  Jan.  i,  1892.  when  he  was  appointetl  secre- 
tary of  the  Waterbury  Watch  Co.  He  remainci! 
connected  with  that  business  until  his  death,  Aug. 
5,  1893.  In  January,  1876,  he  was  married  to 
Laura  V.,  a  daughter  of  Judge  James  L.  Ogden. 
of  Jersey  City,  X.  J.,  and  to  them  were  born  three 
children.  Ogden  Watson.  Howard  Sage  and  Ed- 
v.-ard  Luther.     (2j   Chauncey  Howard  White  was 
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born  March  24,  1856,  in  W'atcrbury,  and  was  ed- 
ucated at  Williston  Seniinary,  Easthampton,  Mass. 
He  was  vice-president  of  the  White  &  Wells  Co., 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  Aug.  23,  ujoi.  (3)  Anna 
S.  White.  (4)  Mary  W.  White.  The  mother  of 
these  died  in  May,  1862. 

W- ILLIAM  A.  WATERBURY,  one  of  the  best 
known  railroad  men  of  Connecticut,  and  a  prom- 
•inent  citizen  of  Xew  Haven,  is  the  superintendent 
of  the  Air  Line — Northampton  Division  of  the  Xew 
York,  Xew  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad.  His  career 
as  a  railroad  man  extends  along  toward  a  lialf  cen- 
tury, and  with  but  one  exception  he  is  tlie  oldest,  in 
point  of  service,  division  superintendent  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Consolidated  Railway  Company. 

Mr.  Waterbury  was  born  ^Nlarch  23,  1838,  in 
Stamford,  Conn.,  where  the  Waterbury  family  has 
been  settled  for  generations.  They  have  been  iden- 
tified with  the  history  of  that  town  from  the  earliest 
period,  taking  an  active  part  in  public  aftairs,  and 
an  equally  active  part  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
The  members  of  the  family  have  always  commanded 
the  highest  esteem  in  their  respective  communities. 
Enos  Waterbury,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  one  of  the  most  respected  citizens  of  Stamford. 
He  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety. 

Jonathan  B.  Waterbury,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a  native  of  Stamford.  By  trade  he  was 
a  blacksmith  and  wheelwright,  and  for  many  years 
he  did  all  the  blacksmith  work  at  Stamford  for  the 
old  stage  line  which  ran  between  Xew  York  and 
Boston.  He  also  carried  on  farming  at  one  time 
in  his  life,  and  owned  much  of  the  land  which  now 
comprises  Strawberry  Hill,  the  most  aristocratic 
residence  section  of  Stamford.  His  spacious  home 
of  over  twenty  rooms,  was  one  of  the  places  in 
Stamford  noted  for  hospitality.  His  family  was  a 
large  one,  and  they  entertained  frequently  and  lav- 
ishly. Mr.  Waterbury  married  Betsy  Weed,  by 
whom  he  had  three  children:  Enos,  Charles  and 
Betsy  Ann.  For  his  second  wife  he  married  Sallie 
Smith,  of  Stamford,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Frederick 
Smith,  a  Baptist  minister  of  that  city,  who  had  sev- 
eral other  children  who  lived  to  maturity.  To  this 
marriage  were  born  ten  children :  Enos,  deceased ; 
.Charles,  deceased ;  Betsy  Ann,  deceased ;  Elizabeth 
J. ;  James  A.,  deceased  ;  Henn-  E.,  deceased  ;  George 
A.,  deceased;  Cornelia  A.;  William  A.:  and  ^^lary 
A.,  deceased.  Elizabeth  J.  married  Andrew  Boyd, 
of  Stamford,  who  belonged  .to  the  28th  Conn.  V. 
I.  George  A.,  who  was  also  in  the  same  regiment, 
was  taken  prisoner  at  Port  Hudson ;  he  was  in  the 
celebrated  charge  there,  known  as  "The  Forlorn 
Hope."  Cornelia  A.  married  Samuel  W.  Meakim, 
a  gardener  of  Flushing,  L.  L  Both  Mr.  and  ]\Irs. 
Waterbury  died  in  Stamford,  where  they  were 
prominent  members  of  the  Universalist  Church. 
Mr.  Waterbury  was  a  Republican. 

The  boyhood  days  of  William  .\.  Waterbury 
were  spent  in  Stamford,  where  he  attended  both  a 


common  and  graded  school.     .\t  the  age  of  six- 
teen he  went  to  Bridgeport  and  clerked   for  about 
one  year.     In  1857  he  was  employed  on  the  Xauga- 
tuck  division  of  what  is  now  the  Xew  York,  Xew 
Haven   &   tiartford   Railroad,   as   clerk   and   ticket 
agent  at  Waterbury,  continuing  in  that  capacity  for 
five  years.     At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  he  was 
promoted  to  the  position  of  conductor  and  general 
ticket   agent,   serving  five   years   as   such,   three   of 
which  he  also  had  the  examination  of  all   freight 
receipts  for  that  road.     The  next  position  he  held 
with  the  road  was  that  of  agent  at  Waterbury,  and 
he  was  then  transferred  to   Xew  York  City,  and 
made  ticket  agent  there.    At  that  time  the  Air  Line 
:  Railroad,  running  from  Middletown  to  Xew  Haven, 
I  was  being  built,  and  Mr.  Waterbury  was  appointed 
;  superintendent  of  the  construction.     As  soon  as  it 
was  completed  he  was  appointed  superintendent  of 
:  the  road,  and  located  stations,  etc.,  on  its  extension 
for  five  years,  until  it  was  completed  to  Willimantic, 
Conn.,  when  in  October,  1875,  he  came  to  Xew  Ha- 
ven and  took  charge  of  the  freighting  business  at 
Belle  Dock,  serving  ten  years ;  during  nine  years  of 
■  that  time  he  also  served  as  harbormaster.     In  1885 
i  Mr.    Waterbury   was   made   superintendent   of   the 
:  Air  Line  and  Shore  Line,  and  he  retained  this  posi- 
j  tion  for  three  years,  but  the  business  then  became 
i  too  extensive  for  one  man  to  handle,  and  he  dropped 
the  work  of  the   Shore  Line.     After  about  three 
!  years  more  he  was  transferred  to  the  Shore  Line, 
in  the  same  position,  remaining  there  until  Feb.  r, 
1901,    when    he    was    appointed    superintendent    of 
the     Air     Line — X'^orthampton      division,     having 
charge  of  about  two  hundred  miles  of  road. 

In  Waterbury,  Conn.,  Dec.  25,  i860,  Mr.  Wat- 
erbury married  Miss  Alartha  E.  Kelsey,  of  Middle- 
town,  a  native  of  Xew  York  City,  born  June  10, 
1841,  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Kelsey. 
Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  'Sirs.  Wat- 
erbury: (i)  Carrie  Amelia  married  Xelson  D. 
Coe,  of  Winsted,  Conn.,  who  is  a  clerk  in  the  Xew 
York,  X'ew  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  offices  at 
Xew  Haven.  Air.  and  [Mrs.  Coe  have  two  children: 
Harriet  Waterbun,^  a  graduate  of  the  Xew  Haven 
high  school,  class  of  1902 ;  and  Frederick  Kelsev. 
(2)  Frederick  Smith  graduated  from  a  hospital  col- 
lege of  medicine  in  Louisville,  Ky.  He  is  now  a 
traveling  salesman.  He  is  married  and  has  two 
children — Fred  W^  and  Lois  E.  (3)  Lyman  died 
in  infancy.  (4)  Harriet  Elizabeth  married  Charles 
E.  Burton,  of  Xew  Haven,  who  is  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  George  R.  Burton  &  Sons,  insurance  men, 
of  that  city;  Charles  E.  Burton  is  himself  a  prom- 
inent insurance  man,  special  agent  for  the  American 
Insurance  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  with  an  office  in 
Boston.    He  is  also  an  insurance  adjuster. 

In  politics  ]\lr.  Waterbury  is  a  Republican.  He 
has  served  his  party  as  a  member  of  the  board  of 
aldermen,  and  was  chairman  of  the  Lamp  commit- 
tee, which  furnished  the  first  electric  lights  to  the 
city.    Although  repeatedly  solicited  he  has  declined 


J     ->' 


WiW^U^W'JBI^IieWM.W-^^SM.WWIM!! 


x 


\ 

I 

ft 

/ 


S'li^rf^ 


t^ 


s 


ii(|^i|l^i^j^,j|.;-.;.:^.i.^tiafri^-.-~-.i-^^ 


^^t^:^^..^^-^ 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL.  RECORD. 


425 


any  other  offices.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  affiliating  with  Trumbull  Lodge,  Xo. 
22  •  Now  Haven  Commandery,  Xo.  2,  K.  T. ;  and 
Pyramid  Temple,  INIystic  Shrine,  of  Bridgeport.  He 
is'  a  member  and  trustee  of  the  Knights  Templar 
Club;  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Masonic  IMutual  Benefit  Association,  and  treasurer 
of  Trumbull  Lodge.  He  is  also  past  regent  of  Live 
Oak  Council,  Royal  Arcanum :  a  member  and  trus- 
tee of  the  Knights  of  Honor ;  and  very  popular  in 
all  these  organizations.  Both  he  and  his  family  are 
consistent  members  of  the  L'niversalist  Church. 

When  Mr.  Waterbury  severed  his  connections 
with  the  Shore  Line  he  was  presented  with  a  beauti- 
ful silver  loving  cup,  appropriately  engraved,  to- 
gether with  a  large  framed  engrossed  set  of  resolu- 
tions from  his  men  bearing  testimony  to  their  appre- 
ciation of  him  as  an  official,  and  their  friendship  for 
him  as  a  man.  ^Ir.  Waterbury  is  a  man  of  unusual 
ability,  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  duties  confided  in 
him,  upright  in  his  dealings,  both  with  his  superior 
officers  and  the  men  under  him,  genial  in  his  asso- 
ciations with  his  friends  and  fellow  townsmen,  with 
an  untarnished  record  as  a  public  man  arid  a  private 
-citizen ;  and  the  success  which  has  attended  his  ef- 
forts is  certainly  well  merited. 

IXGERSOLL.  The  ancestors  of  the  Xew 
Haven  family  bearing  this  name,  and  their  posterity 
in  turn,  have  dwelt  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  or 
more  years  in  X'^ew  England,  and  for  one  hundred 
and  fifty  }'ears  in  X'ew  Haven,  where  they  have 
figured  conspicuovisly  in  public  aft'airs — Colonial, 
5tate  and  X^ational.  They  have  here  been  a  family 
of  lawyers,  men  of  great  eminence  in  the  profession. 
Such  names  as  Hon.  Jared,  Judge  Jonathan,  Hon. 
Ralph  L,  Judge  Charles  A.,  Gov.  Charles  R..  Hon. 
Colin  ]NL  and  son,  Hon.  George  P.  Ingersoll,  have 
reflected  great  honor  upon  the  profession,  the  State, 
the  X^ation  and  the  family  name,  and  constitute 
Avithin  themselves  a  family  galaxy  of  distinguished 
lawyers  and  ptiblic  men. 

Hon.  Colin  '\l.  and  Hon.  Charles  R.  Ingersoll, 
brothers,  still  members  of  the  Bar  of  Xew  Haven, 
though  in  advanced  life,  are  in  the  sixth  generation 
from  John  Ingersoll,  who  was  at  Hartford  in  1653 
or  earlier,  then  at  Xorthampton  and  Westfield, 
Mass.,  respectively.  He  died  in  1684.  His  third 
wife  was  Alary  Hunt,  a  granddaughter  of  Gov. 
Webster.  From  this  John  Ingersoll,  Colin  and 
Charles  R.  Ingersoll's  line  of  descent  is  through 
Jonathan,  Rev.  Jonathan,  Judge  Jonathan  and  Ralph 
I.  Ingersoll. 

(il)  Jonathan  Ingersoll,  son  of  John  of  Hart- 
ford, born  in  1681,  married  in  1712,  widow  ]\Iiles, 
Avho  died  in  1748,  aged  sixty-two  years.  2vlr.  In- 
gersoll in  1608  was  a  resident  of  Mil  ford,  Con- 
necticut. 

(Ill)  Rev.  Jonathan  Ingersoll,  son  of  Jonathan, 
born  about  1713,  in  Stratford,  Conn.,  married  in 
1740,   Dorcas,  daughter  of  Rev.  Joseph   [Moss,  of 


Derby.  Mr.  Ingersoll  was  graduated  from  Yale 
College  in  1736,  and  entered  the  ministry,  being 
licensed  by  the  Presbytery  of  Xew  Jersey,  at  Eliza- 
bethtown,  Feb.  15,  1738.  He  lived  for  a  time  in 
Xewark,  X.  J.  On  Aug.  8,  1739,  he  was  installed 
pastor  of  the  Ridgefield  (Conn.)  Congregational 
Church,  succeeding  Rev.  Thomas  Hawley,  who  died 
in  1738,  and  becoming  the  Society's  second  pastor. 
He  was  a  man  of  fine  mind  and  good  heart,  and  he 
served  the  church  with  great  faithfulness  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  Oct.  2,  1778,  when  he  was 
in  the  sixty-fifth  year  of  his  age  and  the  fortieth 
of  his  ministry.  In  1758  he  joined  the  Colonial 
troops  as  chaplain,  on  Lake  Champlain.  He  is 
said  to  have  exerted  an  excellent  infiuence  on  the 
army,  and  to  have  been  highly  respected  by  the 
soldiers. 

( IIII)  Hon.  Jared  Ingersoll,  son  of  Jonathan, 
and  brother  of  Rev.  Jonathan,  born  in  1722,  in  Mil- 
ford,  Conn.,  married  (first)  in  1743,  Hannah  Whit- 
ing, who  died  in  1779,  ^"d  (second)  in  1780,  he 
married  Hannah  Ailing.  He  was  graduated  from 
Yale  College  in  1742,  and  soon  afterward  settled  in 
the  practice  of  law  in  Xew  Haven.  In  1757  he  went 
to  Great  Britain  as  the  agent  of.  the  Colony,  receiv- 
ing a  special  appointment  from  the  General  Assem- 
bly. He  went  again  in  1764,  while  there  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  office  of  stamp  master,  and  as  such 
was  famous.  In  1770  he  was  appointed  by  the 
Crown,  Judge  of  the  Vice-'Admiralty  Court  in  the 
Middle  district  of  the  Colony,  and  went  to  Philadel- 
phia to  reside.  The  office  was  abolished  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Revolutionar\'  war,  when  he  returned 
to  X"ew  Haven  to  live,  and  where  his  death  occurred 
in  1 781.  Judge  Ingersoll  was  one  of  the  ablest 
lawyers  of  his  time.  He  was  a  remarkably  eloquent 
man,  and  as  a  lawyer  made  the  cause  of  his  client 
clear  to  the  jury  by  his  power  of  explicit  statement 
and  his  logical  method  of  reasoning.  He  was  of 
open,  frank  and  engaging  manner,  and  was  very- 
successful. 

(IV)  Judge  Jonathan  Ingersoll,  son  of  Rev. 
Jonathan,  born  in  1747.  in  Ridgefield,  Conn.,  mar- 
ried Cjrace,  daughter  of  Ralph  Isaacs,  of  Branford. 
He  was  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1766,  and 
became  a  lawyer,  locating  in  practice  at  X'ew  Haven, 
where  for  many  years  he  pursued  his  profession 
with  great  industry,  fidelity  and  success.  Before  he 
had  reached  middle  age,  he  entered  public  life  by 
the  unsolicited  suffrages  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and 
became  one  of  the  purest  statesmen  Connecticut 
has  ever  had.  He  was  for  years  a  member  of  the 
General  Assembly.  He  was  once  elected  to  the 
Congress  of  the  L'nited  States,  but  declined  to  ac- 
cept the  honor.  From  1798  to  i8ot  he  was  on  the 
Bench  of  the  Superior  Court,  and  in  181 1  he  suc- 
ceeded Gov.  Smith  as  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Errors,  and  as  such  served  until  1816.  He  soon 
after  re-entered  the  field  of  political  life,  and  was 
one  of  those  who  did  most  to  secure  the  final  over- 
throw of  the  Federalists.     The  Toleration  party  led 
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by  Judge  Ingersoll  and  Oliver  Wolcott  carried  the 
State  in  1818,  and  they  were  elected  lieutenant-gov- 
ernor and  governor,  respectively.  It  had  been  a 
long  struggle  of  the  people  against  the  Legislature, 
and  the  people  had  triumphed.  Judge  Ingersoll 
held  the  office  until  after  the  adoption  of  the  pres- 
ent constitution.  He  died  in  Xew  Haven,  Jan.  12, 
1823. 

(V)  Hon.  Charles  Anthony  Ingersoll,  son  of 
Judge  Jonathan,  born  Oct.  19,  1798,  in  Xew  Haven, 
married  in  1839  r^Iiss  Henrietta  Sidell,  of  Xew 
York  City.  He  studied  law  under  the  direction  of 
his  older  brother,  Hon.  Ralph  I.,  and  attained  emi- 
nence at  the  Bar,  serving  as  State  Attorney  from 
1849  to  1853-  In  the  latter  year  he  was  appointed 
by  President  Pierce,  Judge  of  the  United  States 
District  Court  of  Connecticut,  and  continued  in 
that  position  until  his  death  Jan.  12,  i860. 

(V)  Hon.  Ralph  Is.\acs  Ixgersoll,  son  of 
Judge  Jonathan,  and  the  father  of  Colin  M.  and 
Hon.  Charles  Roberts  Ingersoll,  of  X'ew  Haven, 
was  born  Feb.  8,  1789,  in  Xew  Haven.  After  his 
graduation  from  Yale  College  in  1808,  he  read 
law  for  two  years  under  Hon.  Seth  Staples,  and 
then  opened  an  office  in  Xew  Haven.  The  period 
was  an  interesting  one.  Pierpont  Edwards,  able 
and  eloquent,  had  recently  been  transferred  to  the 
Bench  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States, 
leaving  at  the  Bar,  as  its  most  prominent  mem- 
bers, David  Daggett,  Xathan  Smith  and  S.  P. 
Staples,  each  pre-eminent  in  his  way.  It  is  the 
best  evidence  of  Mr.  Ingersoll's  energy  and  talent 
that  he  was  able,  in  the  presence  of  these  strong 
men,  first  to  stand  erect,  then  to  attain  eminence. 

While  still  young,  'Sir.  Ingersoll  became  inter- 
ested in  politics.  Though  by  birth  a  Federalist, 
when  the  question  was  presented  whether  Con- 
necticut should  longer  have  a  State  religion,  and 
Congregationalists'  be  a  privileged  sect,  he,  with 
his  father  and  other  influential  churchmen,  took 
the  side  of  equal  rights,  and  in  181 7  became  a 
"Tolerationist."  As  a  member  of  the  new  partv, 
he  was  chosen,  two  years  later,  to  represent  X'ew 
Haven  (previously  a  strong  Federal  town)  in  the 
Legislature.  The  session  which  followed,  on  ac- 
count of  the  new  constitution,  was  an  important 
one.  Mr.  Ingersoll  immediately  took  a  high  po- 
sition among  the  leaders  in  debate.  He  was  a 
working  member,  faithful  to  his  trust,  and  prob- 
ably the  ablest  man  on  h'is  side,  and  was  retained 
there  until  wanted  for  a  higher  place.  In  1820 
and  1821  he  was  chairman  of  the  finance  commit- 
tee, and  in  1824  he  was  Speaker  of  the  House. 
In  1825  he  was  elected  a  representative  to  Con- 
gress, which  election  vacated  his  seat  in  the  Legis- 
lature, to  which  he  had  been  again  chosen.  He 
was  continued  in  Congress  for  eight  years,  sup- 
porting, the  first  four,  the  administration  of  Presi- 
dent Adams,  and  afterward  acting  with  the  Xa- 
tional  Republicans,  led  by  Henry  Clay.  He  served 
for  four  years  on  the  Ways  and  Cleans  committee, 


the  most  important  committee  in  the  House,  and 
during  .the  last  two  years  held  the  second  place 
on  that  committee.  He  was  able,  industrious  and 
vigilant,  and  from  the  start  rose  rapidly  and  stead- 
ily in  the  estimation  of  the  public.  While  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress  Mr.  Ingersoll  served  one  tenn 
as  Mayor  of  Xew  Haven.  -After  the  expiration  of 
his  Congressional  career,  in  1833,  he  returned  to 
Xew  Haven  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law.  In 
1834  he  supported  the  administration  of  President 
Jackson.  In  1835  Mr.  Ingersoll  was  selected  to- 
fill  a  vacancy  in  the  United  States  Senate,  but  de- 
clined the  great  honor.  He  several  times  declined 
nomination  for  governor  when  his  party  was  in 
power,  and  it  is  stated  that  he  could  have  had  any 
office  in  the  gift  of  the  people.  While  in  Congress 
he  became  an  intimate  friend  of  Mr.  Polk,  and 
when  that  gentleman  was  elected  president  of  the 
United  States,  in  1846,  he  appointed  ]Mr.  Inger- 
soll minister  to  Russia,  w^ithout  his  knowledge  or 
consent.  This  honor  he  accepted,  and  after  an 
absence  of  two  years  at  St.  Petersburg  gladly  re- 
turned to  his  profession,  and  for  twenty  years 
practiced  law  with  unabated  vigor  and  never  with 
greater  success.  He  loved  the  law,  and  with  great 
energy  devoted  himself  to  it  through  a  long  life. 
He  desired  to  attain  excellence  and  eminence  as 
a  lawyer;  and  on  that  objective  point  were  brought 
to  bear  the  converged  forces  of  his  whole  nature. 
He  had  noble  endowments  of  intellect,  vigorous 
and  well  balanced,  and  obedient  to  his  will,  and 
equipped  with  all -needful  adornment.  He  was  a 
hard    student    of   both    books    and    human    nature. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  was  noted  for  the  proportionate 
and  harmonious  development  of  all  his  powers.  That 
he  was  an  able  lawyer,  a  close  thinker,  adequate- 
ly learned,  and  familiar  with  the  whole  field  of 
practice,  all  admit.  His  voice,  pleasant,  almost 
musical,  and  of  unusual  compass,  could  be  heard 
distinctly  in  its  lowest  tones.  The  ready,  fluent 
speech,  graceful  delivery,  and  active  but  natural 
gesticulation :  the  energetic,  earnest  manner ;  and 
the  continence  which  mirrored  every  thought,  all 
contributed  to  his  power  as  an  advocate.  While 
his  language  was  select,  his  argument  was  clear, 
logical,  compact  and  complete.  Eminently  per- 
suasive, forgetting  nothing  and  digressing  rare- 
ly, he  touched  lightly  on  the  weaker  points,  and 
knew  where  to  place  the  strain.  If  the  chain  broke 
the  fault  was  not  his. 

Though  speaking  well,  with  little  premedita- 
tion, Mr.  Ingersoll  was  accustomed  to  prepare  his 
cases  thoroughly ;  looked  at  both  sides  and  weighed 
opposing  considerations.  Well  fortified  himself,  he 
was  quick  to  see  and  expose  an  unguarded  point 
in  the  enemv,  dexterously  driving  home  his  ad- 
vantage. Though  when  speaking  to  the  Court,  or 
a  deliberate  body,  he  addressed  himself  wholly  to 
the  intellect,  using  little  ornament,  when  before 
a  jury  or  popular  assembly  he  gave  himself  more 
liberty,  was  sometimes  impetuous,  often  eloquent. 
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On  these  occasions  he  would  show  his  power. over 
the  common  mind,  putting-  Iiimself  in  contact  with 
those  j)rimitive  sentiments,  convictions  and  in- 
stincts which  He  at  the  foundation 'of  human  na- 
ture and  which  are  older  than  reason.  With  his 
hand  on  the  hidden  springs  of  action,  he  shaped 
and  directed  the  cerebral  movements,  awakened 
emotion  or  quickened  the  sense  of  right,  carrv- 
ing  his  auditors  whither  he  would.  Says  one  of 
large  experience:  "He  was  the  best  public  speak- 
er I  ever  saw."  In  a  notable  degree  he  was  pos- 
sessed of  that  personal  magnetism  bv  the  aid  of 
which  the  orator  sways  and  sets  on  tire  the  sym- 
pathetic multitude.  At  one  time  he  was  witty  and 
humorous,  at  another  serious  and  pathetic,  and 
he  could  be  sarcastic.  Oppressiion  of  the  weak  bv 
the  strong  he  would  vehemently  denounce ;  a  pre- 
varicating witness  flay,  if  he  could. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  was  an  experienced  and  accom- 
plished writer.  Concerning  iiis  facts  he  was  con- 
scientiously scrupulous,  and  would  state  nothing 
which  was  not  wholly  and  exactly  true.  Xo  man 
ever  lived  a  purer  or  more  exemplary  life  than  he. 
His  character  was  adorned  by  all  the  public  and 
private  virtues.  Honorable,  manly  and  just,  it  is 
believed  he  was  never  guilty  of  a  deed  of  mean- 
ness or  conscious  wrong. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  was  delicately  organized,  of 
moderate  stature,  slender,  straight,  and  of  healthy 
constitution.  For  his  size  his  head  was  large,  full 
in  the  frontal  regions  and  prominent  at  the  angles. 
He  had  finely  cut  features,  thin  lips,  and  dark  eyes 
well  protected  by  jutting  brows.  Till  nearly 
eighty,  with  unclouded  intellect,  he  continued  his 
practice,  and  till  the  last  went  daily  to  his  office 
when  health  permitted.  There  he  would  sit,  writ- 
ing and  reading,  giving  a  cordial  welcome  to  any 
friend  who  might  call.  His  intimate  acquaintance 
with  political  life  and  character,  taken  in  connec- 
tion with  his  urbanity,  kindness  and  candor  and 
simple  dignity,  made  his  conversation  extremely 
interesting.  He  died,  without  a  known  enemy, 
Aug.  26,  1872.  In  his  last  years  he  was  a  com- 
municant of  Trinity  Church. 

On  Feb.  10,  1814,  Mr.  Ingersoll  was  marnied 
to  Miss  Margaret  Van  den  Heuvel,  of  Dutch  par- 
entage, of  New  York,  a  lady  of  great  energy  and 
discretion. 

Hon.  Ch.\rles  Roberts  Ingersoll,  son  of 
Hon.  Ralph  Isaacs  Ingersoll,  is  a  native  of  New 
Haven,  where  his  birth  occurred  Sept.  16,  1821. 
He  received  his  primary  education  in  the  private 
schools  of  his  native  city  and  also  attended  the 
Hopkins  Grammar  School.  He  then  entered  Yale 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class 
of  1840.  It  was  next  hjis  privilege  to  spend  two 
years  abroad,  as  a  member  of  the  official  family 
of  his  uncle,  Capt.  \'oorhes  Ingersoll,  then  com- 
mander of  the  U.  S.  Frigate  "Preble."  Return- 
ing to  the  United  States  and  to  his  home  in  New 
Haven,  young  Ingersoll  spent  two  years   in   Yale 


Law  School,  having  such  instructors  as  Judge 
Samuel  J.  Hitchcock,  Chief  Justice  David  Daggett 
and  Hon.  Isaac  H.  Townsend.  xA.fter  his  admis- 
sion to  the  Bar  in  New  Haven  county,  in  1845, 
he  settled  in  practice  in  his  native  city,  associat- 
ing himself  with  his  father,  with  whom  he  con- 
tinued more  or  less  for  nearly  thirty  years,  and 
on  the  death  of  the  father,  in  1872,  succeeded  him, 
and  is  still  active  in  the  profession.  During  all 
this  long  period  Gov.  Ingersoll  has  figured  prom- 
inently in  the  profession,  and  has  been  connected 
with  many  of  the  most  important  cases  in  the  sec- 
tion, and  he  has  also  been  of  great  usefulness  as 
a  citizen,  giving  invaluable  public  service  to  the 
city  and  State. 

At  the  very  outset  of  his  career  voung  Inger- 
soll, like  his  distinguished  father  and  forefathers, 
became  interested  in  politics,  and  like  them,  too, 
offices  and  public  trusts  sought  him  and  not  he 
them.  It  has  been  said  of  him,  "He  has  declined 
more  nominations  than  he  has  accepted,  and  re- 
fused more  offices  than  he  has  filled."  In  1856, 
1858,  1866  and  1871  he  served  as  a  representative 
from  New  Haven  in  the  General  Assembly,  and 
was  accorded  influential  places  on  important  com- 
mittees. He  declined  a  nomination  for  State  Sen- 
ator, at  a  time  when  his  party  was  in  power  and 
he  would  have  been  almost  sure  of  an  election. 
In  1864  he  was  a  member  of  the  National  Demo- 
cratic Convention  at  Chicago,  which  nominated 
Gen.  McClellan  for  president,  and  served  on  the 
committee  on  Resolutions.  Again  in  1872  he  was 
a  delegate  to  the  National  Convention,  at  Balti- 
more, which  nominated  Horace  Greeley,  and  served 
as  chairman  of  the  Connecticut  Delegation.  In 
1873  the  Democratic  party  nominated  Mr.  Inger- 
soll for  governor,  an  honor  unsought.  He  was 
elected,  running  far  ahead  of  his  ticket,  gave  the 
State  a  clean  and  judicious  administration,  and  so 
eminently  satisfactory  were  his  services  that  he 
was  re-nominated  and  re-elected  to  that  high  of- 
fice, receiving  a  majority  of  more  than  seven  thou- 
sand. Again  in  1875  his  name  was  presented,  and 
he  received  the  highest  number  of  votes  up  to  that 
time  ever  polled  for  governor.  During  this  term 
Gov.  Ingersoll  signed  the  bill,  which  had  received 
a  two-thirds  vote  of  each  House,  providing  for 
submitting  to  the  people  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  State  which  made  an  official  term 
of  all  State  officers  and  State  senators  biennial, 
changed  the  date  of  annual  election  from  April  to 
November  and  terminated  his  own  duties  in  Jan- 
uary, 1877.  }ilr.  Ingersoll  had  the  honor  of  be- 
ing one  of  the  Centennial  Governors  of  the  sev- 
eral States  composing  the  American  Republic  in 
1776.  Gov.  Ingersoll  was  largely  instrumental  for 
the  creditable  representation  of  Connecticut  Man- 
ufacturers at  the  Centennial  at  Philadelphia.  On 
his  retiring  from  the  executive  chair  he  had  the 
praise  and  admiration  of  both  Democrats  and  Re- 
publicans.    Said  one  of  the  Republican  papers  at 
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the  time :  "\'ery  few  men  could  be  named  for  the 
■office  by  that  ( Democratic j  party  in  whose  sue-, 
cess  the  people  of  opposing  views  would  so  cheer- 
fully acquiesce."  Gov.  Ingersoll  is  a  lawyer  of 
great  ability,  a  dignified,  scholarly  and  cultured 
gentleman,  afifable  and  courteous.  In  1874  Yale 
College  conferred  on  him  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  A 
writer  in  the  University  magazine  thus  referred 
to  the  governor : 

"Governor  Ingersoll's  record  in  public  life  is 
•one  which  most  statesmen  can  only  hope  for 
and  envy,  and  it  has  received  the  praise  of  his 
bitterest  political  opponents.  His  career  as  a  legal 
practitioner  in  New  Haven  is  such  as  to  make  his 
snow-white  head,  his  military  bearing  and  his 
-charming  personality  a  bv-word  throughout  the 
State." 

On  Dec.  18,  1847,  Gov.  Ingersoll  was  married 
to  Virginia,  daughter  of  Rear-Admiral  Francis  H. 
Gregory,  of  New  Haven,  and  the  union  has  been 
blessed  with  children  as  follows :  Justine  Henri- 
etta; Francis  G.,  with  the  Standard  Trust  Com- 
pany, of  New  York  City;  Mrginia  G.,  who  married 
Harry  T.  Gause,  of  Wilmington,  Del. ;  and  Eliza- 
beth Shaw,  who  married  George  G.  Haven,  of  New 
York. 

ENOCH  H.  SOMERS  (deceased),  in  his  Hfe- 

time  one  of  the  public  spirited  and  highly  esteemed 

•citizens  of  West  Haven,  was  born  in  the  town  of 

Orange,  June  15,  1827,  a  son  of  Enoch  and  Sarah 

(Downs)  Somers,  and  died  Feb.  2,  1894. 

Enoch  Somers,  his  father,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Orange,  and  passed  his  life  there  successfully  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-five, 
.^nd  his  remains  rest  in  the  old  cemetery.  West  Ha- 
ven. He  was  a  man  of  local  prominence,  a  cap- 
lain  of  the  Orange  militia,  and  possessed  large  in- 
fluence. By  his  wife,  Sarah  Downs,  of  Orange, 
who  died  in  her  forty-seventh  year,  he  had  two  chil- 
dren. In  his  religious  belief  he  was  a  L'niversalist, 
while  his  wife  was  a  Congregationalist. 

Enoch  H.  Somers  passed  his  early  boyhood  upon 
the  paternal  farm,  but  at  the  age  of  fourteen  went 
to  the  city  of  New  York,  where  he  acquired  an  ex- 
-cellent  common  school  education.  His  first  practi- 
cal business  experience  was  acquired  as  a  clerk  for 
the  old  and  well  known  pawnbroker,  William  Simp- 
son, whose  name  was  long  a  synonym  for  integrity. 
After  some  years  he  was  admitted  into  partnership 
with  his  former  employer,  and  remained  a  member 
of  the  firm  for  nearly  forty  years.  On  his  retire- 
ment, he  selected  West  Haven  as  his  home,  and 
there  he  purchased  the  house  now  occupied  by  }»Irs. 
Somers,  in  which  he  resided  until  his  death,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-five.  He  was  active  in  public  at¥airs 
and  a  man  of  influence  in  the  community,  although 
persistentlv  declining  nomination  for  oftice.  While 
not  a  conmuinicant,  he  was  an  attendant  upon  the 
Congregational  Church,  as  is  also  his  widow. 

On  Dec.  3,   1850,  3tlr.  Somers  was  married  to 


Eliza  A.  Durand,  born  in  West  Haven,  but  whose 
father,  Alvah  J.  Durand,  was  a  native  of  Milford. 
Eight  children,  three  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  were 
born  of  this  union:  Carrie  A.  is  the  wife  of  Dr. 
F.  M.  Wilson,  of  Bridgeport,  and  has  two  daugh- 
ters— Ethel  S.  and  Helen  B.  Elmer  E.  was  pro- 
prietor of  a  factor}'  for  the  manufacture  of  decor- 
ated tin  boxes  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  but  is  now  a 
broker  of  that  city  (he  married  Flelen  A.  Gage, 
and  has  one  daughter — Alabel  B.).  Alvah  D.  lives 
at  home  with  his  mother,  while  his  twin  sister,  Addie 
D.,  is  the  wife  of  Harry  D.  Sutton,  of  West  Haven, 
and  has  one  daughter,  Gladys  A.  William  Y.,  the 
youngest  living  child,  is  a  successful  actor,  and  re- 
sides in  West  Haven.  Those  deceased  are  Elcie  E., 
Wilfred  I.  and  Charles  H.  All  these  children  were 
born  in  New  York  City,  where  the  first  twenty  years 
of  their  parents'  married  life  were  spent.  The  fam- 
ily home  has  been  in  West  Haven,  at  the  intersec- 
tion of  Elm  street  and  Campbell  avenue,  some  thirty 
years  or  more,  and  the  comfortable  house  has  been 
enlarged  and  beautified  since  its  early  days.  Mrs. 
Somers,  who  is  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  uni- 
versally beloved  residents  of  West  Haven,  is  pass- 
ing the  evening  of  her  life  in  this  beautiful,  richly 
furnished  home. 

Mrs.  Somers'  ancestry  is  French,  and  her  great- 
great-grandfather  was  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Milford,  and  was  a  man  of  distinction  and  influence. 
Her  grandfather,  Lemuel  Durand,  was  born  in  ]\Iil- 
ford,  and  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812 ;  he 
was  a  famier  and  ended  his  days  in  Milford,  dving 
in  his  eightieth  year.  His  wife  (Mrs.  Somers'  grand- 
mother), Catherine  Smith,  was  also  of  Orange,  and 
became  the  mother  of  five  children,  all  of  whom  are 
dead,  and  she,  herself,  entered  into  rest  after  round- 
ing out  her  eightieth  year. 

Alvah  J.  Durand,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Somers, 
was  born  in  1800,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
He  removed  from  Milford  to  Orange  in  early  life, 
becoming  a  man  of  substance  and  influence,  and 
passed  away  after  reaching  the  age  of  four  score 
years.  He  married  Sarah  A.  Piatt,  born  in  Orange, 
a  daughter  of,  and  one  of  eleven  children  born  to, 
Nathaniel  and  Catherine  (Alerrick)  Piatt.  She 
died  in  1875  at  the  age  of  seventy-one.  Mr.  Durand 
and.  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  four  children,  two 
of  whom  are  living:  Mrs.  Som.ers ;  and  Charlotte, 
the  elder,  who  is  the  widow  of  Thoiuas  D.  Cousins, 
whom  she  married  in  New  York :  Mr.  Cousins  was 
killed  in  an  accident  on  the  N.  H.  &  H.  R.  R.,  and 
his  widow  resides  in  Virginia.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Alvah  J.  Durand  were  prominent  and  consistent 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church  of  West 
Haven. 

ALDEN  H.  HILL.  Honored  and  respected 
by  all,  there  is  no  man  in  North  Branford  who  oc- 
cupies a  more  enviable  position  in  business  circles 
than  Alden  H.  Hill,  not  alone  on  account  of  the 
wonderful  success  that  he  has  achieved,  but  also 
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on  account  of  the  honorable,  straightforward  busi- 
ness pohcy  lie  has  ever  followed.  He  possesses 
I'.ntirin"-  energy,  is  quick  of  perception,  forms  his 
plans  readily  and  is  determined  in  their  execution ; 
and  his  clo^e  application  to  business  and  his  excel- 
lent nianairement  have  brought  to  him  the  pros- 
perity winch  is  to-day  his. 

Mr.  Hill  was  born  Sept.  4,  1831,  in  Killing- 
worth,  Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  of  which  place  his 
parents,  Arden  and  Flora  (Davis)  Hill,  were  also 
natives,  and  the  latter  was  a  daughter  of  Leonard 
Davis.  Throughout  life  the  father  of  our  subject 
engaged  in  farming,  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
four  years.  In  his'  family  were  nine  children,  two 
sons  and  seven  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  now  de- 
ceased, with  the  exception  of  our  subject.  The 
others  were  Marilla,  wife  of  Hiram  Thompson ; 
Betsey,  wife  of  James  L.  Chatfield,  of  Killing- 
worth  ;  Rachel,  wife  of  Henry  Francis,  of  the  same 
place;  Diantha,  wife  of  William  J.  Hall,  of  North- 
ampton, Mass. ;  Mabel,  wife  of  Mathias  G.  Frank- 
lin, of  Killingworth ;  ]^Iaria,  who  tirst  married 
Charles  Franklin,  of  Killingworth,  who  died  in 
Libby  prison  during  the  Civil  war,  and  second 
married  Joseph  Davey,  of  Big  Rapids,  Mich. ; 
Sarah,  who  remained  unmarried;  and  a  son,  who 
died  in  infancy. 

His  parents'  being  in  limited  circumstances,  Air. 
Hill's  educational  advantages  were  limited  to  three 
months'  attendance  at  the  district  schools  in  the 
vvinter,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  began 
to  assist  in  the  support  of  the  family.  His  first 
employment  away  from  home  was  as  a  farm 
laborer,  at  which  he  made  $70,  but  as  a  wealthy 
neighbor  held  his  father's  note  for  that  amount, 
he  asked  for  the  same  and  in  return  handed  over 
his  first  earnings  to  pay  hisi  father's  debt,  as  it 
was  more  than  the  latter  could  do  to  provide  for 
his  large  family.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  years 
Alden  H.  Hill  began  shop  work,  and  on  attaining 
his  majority  came  to  North  Branford,  where  he 
secured  employment  in  a  saw  and  feed  mill.  In 
1865  he  embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account. 
He  purchased  land  and  lumber,  and  engaged  in 
ship  building  for  fifteen  years,  and  also  became  an 
extensive  ship  owner.  In  the  years  that  have  since 
passed  he  has  lost  $23,000  in  floating  property  from 
storms,  etc.,  having  seven  vessels-  lost  at  sea.  He 
has  continued  to  purchase  stock  in  dilTerent  ves- 
sels since  1876.  He  now  operates  a  sawmill  on 
his  property  in  North  Branford  and  manufactures 
various  kinds  of  lumber,  which  his  ships  carry  as 
far  south  as  Galveston,  Texas,  while  others  are 
engaged  in  the  coasting  trade  between  New  Haven, 
Norfolk,  Charleston  and  Mexican  and  South 
American  ports.  His  landed  possessions  in  North 
Branford  consist  of  300  acres,  of  farm  and  timber 
land. 

'  On  Nov.  18.  1879,  ^Ir.  Hill  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Sarah  E.  Page,  who  received  a 
thorough    education    and    successfully    engaged    in 


teaching  school  in  her  native  town  for  a  number 
of  years.  Her  father,  Judson  Page,  one  of  the 
leading  men  of  his  time  in  North  Branford,  was 
born  in  1816,  and  died  Feb.  5,  1862.  He  engaged 
in  farming  and  also  taught  school  for  many  years. 
Politically  he  was  a  stanch  Democrat,  and  was 
called  upon  to  fill  the  ofiices  of  school  visitor,  as- 
sessor, and  selectman  for  many  years.  He  was 
also  an  active  and  prominent  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  a  member  of  the  So- 
ciety's committee.  Judson  Page  married  Mariette 
Thompson,  who  was  born  April  14,  1817,  and  died 
in  August,  1851.  Her  parents  were  Anson  and 
Sally  (Barnes)  Thompson,  the  former  born  Jan. 
25,  1792,  the  latter,  Dec.  i,  1791,  and  they  were 
married  May  i,  1816;  their  other  children  were 
George  W.,  born  Dec.  29,  1819;  Daniel  B.,  Alay 
18,  1824;  and  Merwin  S.,  Dec.  21,  1828.  Mrs. 
Hill's  brother,  Herbert  O.  Page,  a  resident  of 
North  Branford,  was  married  Oct.  23,  1876,  to« 
Betsey  R.  Baldwin,  and  has  two  children,  a  son. 
and  daughter.  Mr.  Hill  and  his  wife  have  two 
children:  Raymond  T.,  born  Jan.  11,  1883;  and 
Alden  J.,  born  Aug.  12,  1886.  The  elder  son  is 
now  a  student  at  Yale,  where  he  entered  in  1900, 
and  the  younger  is  at  Morgan's  School  at  Clinton, 
Connecticut. 

Mr.  Hill  is  a  consistent  member  and  liberal  sup- 
porter of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  has  long 
served  as  a  member  of  its  Society's  committee.  In 
his  political  affiliations  he  is  a  Republican.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Legislature  in  1877.  and  served 
on  the  fishery  committee ;  filled  the  office  of  select- 
man for  eight  years  and  three  months ;  and  at 
various  times  has  acted  as  appraiser  of  lands  for 
water  and  insurance  companies  and  railroad  cor- 
porations. He  is  undoubtedly  the  most  prominent 
man  in  North  Branford,  and  his  popularity  is  well 
deserved,  as  in  him  are  embraced  the  characteris- 
tics of  an  unbending  integrity,  unabated  energy 
and  industry,  that  never  flags.  He  is  what  the 
world  terms  a  self-made  man,  and  his  life  record 
is  well  worthy  of  emulation. 

ALBERT  FRANKLIN  ANDREWS  (de- 
ceased), well  known  as  one  of  the  most  ingenious 
mechanics  in  Connecticut,  was  descended  from  one 
of  the  oldest  families  in  New  England,  the  name 
originally  being  spelled  Andrus. 

(I)  John  Andrus  was  one  of  the  early  settlers, 
and  in  1672  one  of  the  eighty-four  proprietors  of 
the  ancient  town  of  Tunxis  (Farmington j.  Conn. 
Air.  Andrus  was  a  plain  farmer  of  common  intelli- 
gence. His  farm  was  situated  on  the  east  side  of 
the  river,  about  two  miles  north  of  the  village  of 
Farmington,  and  isi  still  cultivated  by  Andrews, 
who  are  his  direct  descendants.  His  wife's  name 
was  Mary,  and  both  were  members  of  the  churcii 
there.     He  died  in  1681,  and  she  died  in  1694. 

(II)  Benjamin  Andrews,  son  of  John,  the  set- 
tler, born  in  1659,  was  married  in  1682  to  Mary 
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Smith.  He  lived  on,  and  inherited,  the  homestead 
of  his  father.  JJoth  he  and  his  wife  united  with 
the  church  in  Farmington  Jan.  3,  1686-7.  ^lis  wife, 
Mary,  died  in  1707,  and  he  died  in  1727. 

(III)  James'  Andrews,  son  of  Benjamin,  born 
Aug.  I,  1700,  was  married  in  1730,  to  EHzabeth 
Gillet,  of  Suffield,  Conn.  He  inherited  and  hved 
on  the  homestead  of  his  father  and  grandfather. 
His  wife  joined  the  church  soon  after  her  mar- 
riage.    ]\Ir.  Andrews  died  July  18,  1761. 

(IV)  Elijah  Andrews,  son  of  James,  born  in 
1731,  was  married  in  1761,  to  Sarah,  daughter 
of  Timothy  Thompson,  of  Avon.  Elijah  Andrews 
was  by  trade  and  occupation  a  goldsmith,  and  he 
lived  in  Farmington  on  the  east  side  of  the  road 
nearly  opposite  the  house  of  John,  the  tirst  set- 
tler. He  died  in  1803,  and  his  widow  passed  away 
in  1814. 

(V)  James  Andrews  (2),  son  of  Elijah,  born 
Nov.  22,  1762,  was  married  March  13,  1791.  to 
Eunice  Gillette,  of  Xorthington,  born  Jan.  19, 
1768.  ■  Mr.  Andrews  was  a  farmer,  and  a  soldier 
of  the  Revolution.  He  lived  on.  or  near,  the  old 
home  farm  of  his  ancestors,  and  his  death  occurred 
May  31,  1845. 

(VI)  Romeo  Andrews,  son  of  James  (2),  w^as 
born  Jan.  16,  1796,  at  the  old  home  of  his  father 
in  Farmington.  He  was  married  Jan.  i,  1824.  to 
Serepta  Gillett,  of  Avon,  born  in  Fannington,  Sept. 
16,  1803,  daughter  of  Obadiah  and  Rosanna  (Pet- 
tibone)  Gillett.  Mr.  Andrews  located  at  the  cen- 
tre of  East  Avon,  near  the  church  and  railroad.  He 
was  a  joiner  by  trade.  He  was  a  wealthy  farmer 
and  fuse  maker,  and  a  substantial  and  worthy  man. 
He  died  in  Avon  Jan.  23,  1867,  aged  seventy-one 
years.  His  widow  survived  him  and  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-nine.  Their  children  were :  Albert 
Franklin,  Robert  Nelson,  Jenette,  ^Nlary  E..  Mary 
C.  and  John  H.,  of  wdiom  Mary  E.  and  ^lary  C. 
both  died  young. 

Albert  Franklin  Andrews  was  born  at  Avon, 
Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  Sept.  16,  1824.  and  acquired 
his  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  town  and 
at  the  academy  at  Westtield.  INlass.  In  his  youth 
he  traveled  extensively  and  lectured  on  phrenol- 
ogy with  Prof.  Fowler,  but  later  taught  school  in 
New  Jersey.  He  made  many  useful  and  valuable 
mechanical  and  chemical  inventions,  a  few  of 
which  are  enumerated  hereafter.  In  1852.  with 
his  father  and  brother,  he  established  the  Safety 
Fuse  Manufacturing  Co.,  known  as  R.  Andrews 
&  Co.,  at  Avon,  using  the  methods  and  machinery 
for  making  the  Endless  Safety  Fuse,  of  which  he 
was  the  original  inventor.  This  company,  now- 
known  as  the  Clima.x  Fuse  Co.,  is  still  in  success- 
ful operation  and  forms  the  principal  industry  at 
Avon.  In  1862  Mr.  Andrews  invented  machinery 
for  making  hats  from  paper  pulp  and  similar  ma- 
terials. He  also,  at  about  this  time,  made  great 
progress  dn  the  art  of  extracting  aluminum  from 
clay;  in    1869  he  made  some  useful  and  valuable 


inventions  connected  with  the  preparation  of  flax 
for  use  in  the  textile  industries;  in  1876-79  he 
invented  and  perfected  processes  for  making  mal- 
leable iron  and  fine  steel  directly  from  common 
iron  castings. 

In  1881  he  again  assumed  an  active  interest  in 
the  fuse  making  concern  of  R.  Andrews  &  Co., 
v/hich  he  shortly  after  reorganized  as  the  Climax 
Fuse  Co.,  and  which  he  operated  very  suc- 
cessfully until  his  retirement  in  1889.  Dur- 
ing this  period  he  made  many  valuable  in- 
ventions and  improvements  in  the  art  of  mak- 
ing safety  fuse.  He  died  in  1896,  .when  sev- 
enty-one years  old.  An  able  man  of  rare  me- 
chanical ability,  he  showed  his  great  originality  by 
working  out  all  his  plans  unaided.  He  was  a 
prominent  man  in  public  affairs,  and  independent 
in  his  thinking.  In  the  days  of  the  old  Greenback 
party,  Mr.  Andrews  was  its  candidate  for  repre- 
sentative in  the  State  Legislature,  and  also  for 
governor.  He  was  a  fluent  speaker,  and  at  one 
time  .was  a  familiar  figure  on  the  lecture  platform. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

On  June  4.  1856,  ^Ir.  Andrews  married  Lou- 
isa M.  Alford,  who  was  born  Feb.  22,  1831,  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  M.  Alford.  One  daughter 
blessed  this  union,  Isabel  Tyler,  now  the  wife  of 
George  A.  Saunders,  a  manufacturer  and  merchant 
at  Xew  Haven,  Conn.,  and  the  mother  of  three 
children :  Winifred  Andrews,  Aretas  Andrews  and 
Dorothea. 

Daniel  M.  Alford,  father  of  Mrs.  Andrews, 
was  born  in  Avon,  one  of  the  two  sons  of  Samuel 
Alford,  a  farmer  of  that  town.  He  became  a 
prominent  man,  and,  as  a  Democrat,  held  a  number 
of  the  offices,  among  them  justice  of  the  peace, 
judge  of  probate,  selectman,  etc.  His  death  oc- 
curred when  he  was  seventy-seven  years  of  age. 
He  married  Emira  Mills,  who  was  lx>m  in  Can- 
ton, a  daughter  of  Joel  Mills,  grandson  of  John 
Mills,  a  Baptist  clergyman.  Of  the  eight  chil- 
dren born  of  this  marriage  four  are  now  living,  as 
tollows :  Mrs.  Albert  F.  Andrews :  Mrs.  Asa  Hos- 
kins,  a  widow  residing  in  Simsbury ;  Mrs.  Sarah 
J.  Mallory,  of  Bristol;  and  Frank  X.,  of  Avon. 
The  mother  of  these  passed  away  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine,   in  the   faith  of  the   Baptist  Church. 

JOHN  BUNTING,  a  representative  farmer, 
and  fruit  grower  of  Cheshire,  New  Haven  coun- 
ty, was  born  in  the  Town  of  ]Moy,  County  Tyrone, 
Ireland,  iXIarch  28,  1837,  a  son  of  Robert  and 
Elizabeth  (Martin)  Bunting,  also  natives  of  that 
country,  where  they  continued  to  make  their  home 
throughout  life.  The  father,  who  was  by  occupa- 
tion a  farmer,  died  in  1876,  and  the  mother  de- 
parted this  life  in  1891.  Of  their  six  children  only 
two  are  now  living:  John  and  William,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  one  mentioned  below,  John  is  the 
onlv  one  who  left  Ireland.  One  son,  Thomas,  came 
to  America  in  1871,  and  after  spending  one  sum- 
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mer  in  Saybrook,  Conn.,  went  to  New  York  City, 
where  his  death  occurred  in  1896. 

Reared  in  his  native  land,  John  Bunting  ob- 
tained his  education  in  its  pubhc  schools.  De- 
termined to  try  his  fortune  in  the  Xew  World, 
where  he  believed  better  opportunities  were  afford- 
ed ambitious  young  men,  he  sailed  from  Liverpool, 
England,  Alay  i,  18C3,  on  a  sailing  vessel  and 
landed  in  New  York  July  5,  the  day  following  the 
great  riot.  The  following  December  he  came  to 
r^Ieriden,  Conn.,  where  he  worked  at  farm  labor 
for  Deacon  Allen  twelve  years,  and  in  1877  he 
purchased  the  well-known  Beach  fann  in  Cheshire, 
to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  which  he 
has  since  devoted  his  energies.  He  is  engaged  in 
general  fanning  and  fruit-growing,  and  has  met 
with  well-deserved  success  in  his  labors. 

In  ^leriden,  in  1882,  Mr.  Bunting  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Ida  Alenkirk.  a  native  of 
Holland  and  a  daughter  of  Louis  A.  and  Ellen 
( Am.elinxeen)  Alenkirk,  who  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica in  1881  and  located  in  Meriden,  Conn.,  where 
the  father  died  in  1891,  but  the  mother  is  still  liv- 
ing there.  'Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bunting  have  one  child 
living,  Elizabeth;  Anna  died'  Jan.  2,  1896;  and 
Robert  died  Jan.  4,  1896. 

GEORGE  F.  PECKHAM,  one  of  the  highly  re- 
spected and  well-known  retired  business  men  of 
Xew  Haven,  is  a  native  of  this  city,  having  been 
born  here  Aug.  8,  1836,  a  son  of  Charles  \V.  and 
Elizabeth  P.  (Coggeshall)  Peckham,  and  a  grand- 
son of  George  Peckham,  a  cooper  of  Xew  Haven, 
where  he  married  a  Miss  Merwin,  of  Milford. 

Charles  \V.  Peckham  was  a  cabinet-maker  and 
resided  in  Xew  Haven  all  his  life,  dying  there  in 
October,  1842.  His  wife  was  a  native  of  Milford, 
Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Freegift  Coggeshall, 
and  died  on  May  16,  1882,  the  mother  of  nine  chil- 
dren: Charles,  born  May  14,  1829,  died  Dec.  13, 
1831 ;  Caroline  E.,  born  January,  183 1, died  Dec.  26, 
1831  ;  Charles  W.,  born  in  1833,  now  resides  in  West 
Haven ;  Sarah  E.,  born  Oct.  23,  1834.  married 
William  H.  Lawrence,  of  Xew  Haven ;  George  F., 
our  subject;  Harry  W..  born  Aug.  i,  1838,  died 
Oct.  18,  1842:  David  H.,  born  July  8,  1839,  died 
Sept.  2,  1843  ■'  ^lartha  C,  born  April  26,  1841,  is  the 
widow  of  Albert  E.  Barnett.  of  Xew  Haven:  Mary 
C,  born  June  16,  1843.  f^i^^l  o"  Oct.  6,  1843.  The 
father  was  a  Whig  in  politics,  and  the  family  were 
Congregationalists. 

George  F.  Peckham  grew  to  manhood  in  his 
native  citV,  attending  the  excellent  public  schools, 
as  well  as  the  private  one  of  Amos  Smith.  After 
finishing  school,  he  took  up  harness  making,  and 
followed  that  calling  for  three  years  and  then  learned 
the  trade  of  carriage  trimmer  under  Ribert  Sizer. 
continuing  with  him  three  years.  Flis  knowledge  of 
the  harness  maker's  trade  was  of  great  help  to  him 
in  taking  up  the  carriage  trimmer's  trade,  which 
he  learned  rapidly,  as  after  but  one  month  he  was 


put  at  trimming  a  carriage.  Ordinarily  an  appren- 
tice was  supposed  to  work  two  or  two  and  a  half 
years  before  he  was  put  on  such  work.  He  took 
contracts  in  carriage  trimming,  and  before  he  was 
twenty  years  old,  his  net  profits  were  at  times  as 
high  as  $60.00  per  week.  He  then  spent  three  years 
in  the  freight  department  of  the  X.  Y.,  X.  H.  &  H. 
R.  R.  Mr.  Peckham  ne.xt  became  a  clerk  in  a  gro- 
cery establishment,  continuing  in  that  capacity  for 
about  eight  years.  Having  learned  all  the  details 
of  this  line  of  business,  in  1872,  he  established  a 
grocery  store  on  the  corner  of  Howard  and  Congress 
avenues,  where  he  remained  until  February,  1890, 
when  he  retired  with  a  comfortable  competence.  He 
began  mercantile  business  on  small  capital,  but  his 
credit  was  good,  and  all  during  his  eighteen  years 
of  business  his  credit  remained  gilt  edge.  In  1891 
he  built  his  excellent  home  at  Xo.  412  Howard  ave- 
nue, in  which  vicinity  he  owns  some  valuable  real 
estate. 

On  March  i,  1859,  Mr.  Peckham  married  Mary 
A.  Glennon,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  was  reared  in 
Xew  Haven,  and  to  this  marriage  seven  children 
were  born:  Ella  L.,  born  Dec.  17,  1859,  died  Jan. 
16,  1900,  married  Joseph  McGuire,  of  New  Haven, 
and  had  one  son;  Alary  E.,  born  July  17,  1862;  died 
July  13,  1865;  George  F.,  born  Oct.  8,  1864,  died 
Alarch  9,  1867;  Charles  W.,  born  Dec.  18,  1866, 
died  Alay  10,  1871  ;  George  H.,  born  Oct.  23,  1872, 
is  an  electrician,  married,  and  has  a  son,  George  X. ; 
Albert  W.,  born  Sept.  16,  1874,  died  Aug.  26,  1880; 
Alartha  B.,  born  March  11,  1869.  married  Joseph 
F.  Hubon,  of  X'ew  Haven,  and  has  four  children. 
In  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Peckham  is  a  Democrat, 
and  fraternally  is  connected  with  Hiram  Lodge,  Xo. 
I,  F.  &  A.  M.;  also  with  the  Knights  of  Honor, 
Sherman  Lodge.  Both  he  and  his  estimable  wife 
have  many  friends,  whose  good  will  they  have 
gained  through  their  excellent  qualities  and  pleas- 
ing personalities,  and  are  justly  numbered  among 
the  representative  people  of  Xew  Haven. 

CHARLES  A.  ROBERTS  (deceased),  who 
during  his  life  was  a  well-known  and  highly-es- 
teemed citizen  of  Meriden,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Middletown,  Conn.,  March  3,  1828,  and  was  a 
descendant  of  an  old  and  deservedly  famous  fam- 
ily of  Connecticut. 

Ambrose  Roberts,  his  father,  was  born  in  Mid- 
dlesex county.  Conn.,  and  in  his  lifetime  sustained 
a  good  name  as  a  citizen  of  Middletown,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  where 
he  died. 

Charles  A.  Roberts  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town  and  grew  up  on  the 
homestead  farm.  While  still  a  lad  he  learned  the 
tinner's'  trade  with  P.  J.  Clark,  of  Meriden.  with 
whom  he  worked  m^any  years.  Later  in  life  he 
began  in  business  for  himself  as  a  manufacturer 
of  novelties,  securing  a  large  patronage.  His 
death  occurred  in  Aleriden,  Oct.  29,  1872.  and  his 
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remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  West  cemetery  of 
that  city.  He  was  noted  for  his  honesty  and  up- 
right character,  and  was  well-known  and  highly 
respected.  His  spirits  were  genial,  and  his  man- 
ners pleasant  and  attractive.  A  devoted  hushand 
and  an  upright  citizen,  his  personal  standing  was 
beyond  question.  He  was  a  stockholder  and  di- 
rector in  the  First  National  Eank  of  Meriden,  and 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Meriden  City  Council. 
In  politics  he  belonged  to  the  Democratic  party. 
In  traternity  circles,  he  was  a  ^Master  Alason.  and 
was  affiliated  with  Center  Lodge,  No.  97,  A.  F. 
&  A.  AI.  Domestic  in  his  habits,  he  was  broad- 
minded  and  well-read,  being  thoroughly  posted  on 
all  the  leading  events  of  the  day.  He  and  his  wife 
attended  the  Cniversalist  Church. 

Mr.  Roberts  was  married  in  1853  to  Miss 
Belinda  Shailer  Adams,  who  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Suffield,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Betsy 
(Snow)  Adams,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Suffield,  where  they  lived  and  died.  None  of  the 
children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts  grew  to 
maturity. 

LINUS  MEAD,  president  and  sole  owner  of 
the  Crystal  Ice  Co..  of  New  Haven,  was  born  in 
Lewisboro,  N.  Y..  Sept.  20,  1835,  son  of  Richard 
and  Hannah  (Keeler)  Mead.  The  family  was  early 
settled  in  Greenwich,  Conn.,  where  two  brothers  of 
the  name,  of  English  birth,  settled  in  1660. 

Solomon  Mead,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  there.  Fie  was  the  first  minister 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  South  Salem,  N.  Y. 
His  son  Clark,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  mar- 
ried Lois  Gilbert,  of  South  Salem,  and  they  had  a 
family  of  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  all  now 
deceased.  Clark  Mead  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-three 
years.  His  wife,  who  was  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine  years. 

Richard  ]Mead,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
reared  on  a  farm,  and  received  a  part  of  the 
old  homestead  as  his  portion  of  his  father's  estate. 
He  died  there  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  He  mar- 
ried Hannah  Keeler,  a  daughter  of  Ammi  and 
Phoebe  (Strang)  Keeler,  the  former  of  whom  was 
a  farmer  in  Lewisboro.  Mrs.  Keeler,  who  was  one 
of  a  family  of  thirteen  children,  lived  to  be  over 
eighty  years  of  age,  as  did  all  the  family  except  one. 
She  had  two  children :  Hannah,  the  mother  of  our 
subject ;  and  Henry,  who  was  during  his  life  a  prom- 
inent man,  well  known  in  his  section  of  New  York 
State.  The  parents  of  our  subject  reared  five  chil- 
dren, all  sons,  and  all  of  whom  survive:  Solomon, 
whose  sketch  appears  in  another  part  of  this  vol- 
ume; Clark,  who  resides  near  the  old  homestead  in 
South  Salem:  Linus,  our  subject;  Henry,  "a  resi- 
dent of  New  Haven ;  and  Stephen  S.,  who  formerly 
resided  in  New  Haven,  but  now  lives  on  the  old 
home  farm  in  New  York  State.  The  beloved  mother 
still  survives  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-six  years, 


in  good  health  and  in  full  possession  of  all  her  fac- 
ulties. In  1832  she  and  her  husband  became  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  served 
as  trustee. 

The  early  years  of  Linus  Mead  were  spent  on 
the  farm  and  in  attendance  in  the  common  schools- 
of  his  locality.     At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he 
came  to  New  Haven,  but  two  years  later  returned  to 
South   Salemi  and   engaged   in    farming   and   other 
kinds  of  work   in  that  neighborhood.     Some   two 
'  years  later  he  married,  ana  then  bought  a  farm  of 
i  his   father-in-law,  but  some  time   later  sold   it  and 
;  removed  to  Bedford,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  foreman 
;  on  a  stock  farm,  and  was  also  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness of  buying  and  selling  cattle  and  poultry,  suc- 
!  cessfully  conducting  this  enterprise  for  some  time. 
\  He  then  went  to  Poughkeepsie,   N.  Y.,  where  he 
i  was  engaged  as  a  farm  manager  on  the  farm  of  one 
■  Burell,  a  grandson  of  John  Jacob  Astor,   remain- 
ing for  two  years,  and  then  spent  two  years  in  the 
j  same  capacity  on  the  land  of  M.  S.  Beach,  editor 
of  the  New  York  Sun,  near  Poughkeepsie.       He 
then  removed  to  New  Haven  and  built  his  present 
residence,  entering  into  the  foundry  business  with 
his  brother,  Solomon  2\Iead.     Later  Air.  Mead  re- 
turned to  Salem,  where  he  spent  one  year.     Later 
he  managed   a  business   west  of   New   Haven,   at 
Tyler's    Shore,   Conn.,   for  Mrs.   Tyler.      Here,   in 
1877,  Mrs.  Alead  died,  at  the  age  of  forty  years. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Sarah  E.  Bouton,  and  she 
was  born  in  Lewisboro,  a  daughter  of  Linus  and 
Laura  (Pardee)  Bouton.    Linus  Bouton  was  a  far- 
mer, and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty  years ;  his  widow 
survived  until  the  age  of  ninety-two,  dying  in  1900. 
They  had  three  children,  the  survivor  being  Mrs. 
Laura  V.   Bennett,  of  Pulteney,   N.  Y.     One  son 
was   born  to   Mr.   and   Mrs.    Alead,   Frederick  L.,. 
who  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  engaged  with  his  father  as  book- 
keeper.    Later  he  was  made  secretary  of  the  ice 
company,  and  now  assists   in  a  general   way.     In 
1886  he  married  Alice  L.  Russell,  a  native  of  the 
town  of  Orange,  and  a  daughter  of  William   AL 
Russell,  who  is  a  prominent  man-  in  that  town,  and 
the  present  assessor.    Two  children  have  been  born 
of  this  marriage,  Alay  E.  and  Walter  Llewellyn. 

About  1878  Mr.  Alead  went  into  the  ice  business, 
beginning  in  a  small  way,  and  gradually  increasing 
— employment  being  given  at  present  to  some  thirty- 
five  men  and  from  twenty-eight  to  thirty  horses, 
during  the  busy  season.  The  harvest  consists  of 
some  20,000  tons  of  ice,  which  is  sold  both  retail 
and  wholesale.  A  track  has  been  constructed  for 
the  transportation  of  the  ice,  and  every  modern 
method  is  used  for  expeditious  handling.  The  first 
ice-house  was  fifty  feet  square,  and  the  ice  was  put 
in  by  hand.  Soon  after  four  other  houses  were 
erected,  each  25x60  feet  in  dimensions,  and  still 
another  40x60  was  soon  required,  and  another  35 
x6o.  Two  years  later  another — 50x75 — was  added, 
and  two  years  later  the  business  was  so  extended. 
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tliat  he  built  another  house,  35x75.  The  business 
continued  to  expand,  Mr.  Alead  buying  out  another 
dealer,  antl  adding  a  O,ooo-ton  ice-house.  In  1S90 
lie  shippe<I  all  of  his  ice  from  Maine,  no  ice  forming 
in  Xew  liaveir  or  elsewhere  in  Connecticut,  and 
in  I'cbruary,  1891,  in  company  with  two  other  deal- 
ers, he  put  up  a  large  storage  house,  having  a  ca- 
l)acity  of  15.000  tons,  at  Congamond  Lake,  Alass. 
Tiiis  is  kept  filled  for  an  emergency,  and  during  the 
ten  years  has  been  filled  and  emptied  five  times. 
Mr.  Mead's  business  has  increased  from  1,200  tons 
to  20,000  tons  annually,  and  he  has  become  one  of 
the  financial  factors  of  the  city  of  Xew  Haven. 
Mr.  Mead's  residence  is  in  the  Second  Ward,  in 
which  vicinity  he  owns  quite  extensively  of  real 
estate.  He  has  not  only  built  his  own  residence,  but 
also  that  of  his  son,  and  has  constructed  all  his  own 
ice  houses,  in  which  he  has  made  use  of  all  modern 
improvements. 

Air.  Mead's  second  marriage  was  to  Harriet  L. 
Hoyt,  who  was  born  in  Lewisboro,  and  two  children 
have  been  born  of  this  union :  Clarence  Hoyt ;  and 
Florence  Greenley,  who  died  when  tW'O  months  old. 
In  politics  Mr.  Mead  has  been  a  lifelong  Republi- 
can (his  son  also  being  a  member  of  that  party  and 
has  served  in  the  city  council.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  prominent  in  that  Society).  He 
has  alwavs  been  interested  in  religious  work.  For- 
merly  he  was  a  deacon  in  the  church  in  Hyde  Park, 
N.  Y.,  and  superintendent  in  the  Sunday-school. 
At  present  the  family  attend  the  Plymouth  Church, 
of  Xew  Haven,  and  Frederick  L.  Mead  is  librarian 
and  usher  in  the  Dwight  Place  Church,  where  his 
father  was  formerly  librarian.  As  an  item  of  in- 
terest it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  great-grand- 
father of  Mrs.  Mead  was  a  great  musician,  and 
was  the  first  one  to  ring  the  chimes  of  Trinity 
Church,  New  York. 

Mr.  Mead  has  been  a  successful  man  in  business, 
and  is  a  strong  temperance  advocate,  being  an  ab- 
stainer from  the  use  of  tobacco  and  liquors,  and 
while  on  the  farm  in  his  early  days  believed  in  the 
old  saying: 

"That  he  who  by   farming  would   thrive 
Must  himself  either  hold  or  drive; 
Work  hard  all   day. 
Sleep  hard  all  night, 
Save  every  cent. 
And  never  get  tight." 

HOMER  LEVI  COOPER.  The  name  "Ridge 
Farm"  carries  with  it  a  guarantee  of  superior  ex- 
cellence in  dairy  products.  This  farm  has  ,been 
in  the  possession  of  the  Cooper  family  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  and  is  a  well-known  tract  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Xorth  Haven,  Conn.,  where  it  is  success- 
fully managed  by  its  owner.  Homer  Levi  Cooper. 

The  Cooper  family  traces  its  ancestry  as  far 
back  as  1641,  when  John  Cooper  came  to  America 
from  England,  and  the  tomb  of  one  ancestor  whose 
dust  lies  in  the  cemetery  of  North  Haven,  bears 

28 


the  date  of  1722,  the  most  ancient  in  that  venerable 
ground.  Justus  Cooper,  born  in  Hamden  in  1750, 
married  Lois  Bradley  Jan.  17,  1782.  He  was  a 
farmer  in  Xorth  Haven,  going  there  from  Ham- 
den, and  locating  on  a  farm,  part  of  which  is  now 
owned  by  Homer  L.  Cooper.  Justus  Cooper  had 
a  son,  Justus   (2),  born  in  1797. 

Justus  Cooper  was  born  on  the  Cooper  home- 
stead in  Xorth  Haven,  and  during  the  early  years 
of  his  Hfe  followed  the  occupation  of  farming  on 
his  father's  land.  Later  he  removed  to  Hamden 
Plains,  where  for  about  ten  years  he  conducted  a 
tavern  known  as  the  "Old  Red  Tavern."  This  was- 
a  well-known  hostelry  in  its  day,  and  is  still  re- 
called by  some  of  the  older  residents.  After  dis- 
posing of  that  business,  he  returned  to  Xorth 
Haven  and  continued  farming  until  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  Sept.  24,  1883.  He  married 
Julia  Gorham,  a  native  of  Hamden,  a  daughter  of 
Levi  and  Rhoda  (Miller)  Gorham,  and  she  died 
June  8,  1879.  The  children  born  of  this  union  were : 
Levi  Justus,  and  George  H.,  who  m.arried  Betsey 
Coe. 

Levi  Justus  Cooper  was  born  in  the  "Old  Red 
Tavern,"  Dec.  22,  1831,  and  in  time  was  sent  to 
the  district  school.  He  grew  up  on  the  farm,  and 
in  early  manhood  entered  the  Candee  Rubber  Co.'s 
shop  in  Hamden,  where  he  worked  for  some  time, 
and  then  embarked  in  the  butchering  business,  for 
a  number  of  years  peddling  meat  in  Xorth  Haven. 
Later,  as  the  country  became  more  closely  popu- 
lated, it  was  more  profitable  to  open  a  market  in 
X'ew  Haven,  and  for  eight  years  he  successfullv 
conducted  an  enterprise  of  this  kind,  leaving  it  to- 
open  a  grain  business.  This  was  organized  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Cooper,  Hinman  &  Co.,  but 
some  time  later  Mr.  Cooper  disposed  of  his  in- 
terest and  returned  to  Xorth  Haven,  where  he 
resumed  farming  and  also  engaged  in  the  dairy 
business.  On  July  14,  1853,  he  married  Sarah 
White,  a  native  of  Southwick,  IMass.,  and  they  had 
two  children :  Jennie,  who  married  William  Cam- 
eron, of  X'ew  York ;  and  Homer  Levi. 

Homer  Levi  Cooper  was  born  Feb.  28,  1859^ 
in  the  old  home  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his 
father.  His  educational  opportunities  were  ex- 
cellent in  character,  and  he  was  an  apt  pupil  in  the 
X^ew  Haven  district  and  high  schools.  After  com- 
pleting his  education  he  worked  in  various  places 
— at  Westville,  where  he  was  employed  to  run  a 
steam  sawmill,  and  'in  X'ew  Haven,  but  later  in 
Woodbridge.  where  he  drove  a  milk  wagon  for 
L.  G.  Hemingway  and  learned  all  the  practical 
points  about  dairying.  In  1880  he  went  to  Xorth 
Haven  and  purchased  part  of  his  present  farm 
from  his  uncle,  George  H.  Cooper.  He  has  added 
to  it  until,  at  the  present  time,  his  well  cultivated 
farm  of  thirty  acres  shows  that  a  man  of  intelli- 
gence is  its  manager  and  proprietor.  In  1899.  in 
company  with  M.  B.  and  F.  S.  Hubbell,  under 
the  name  of  Cooper  &  Hubbell,  he  established  a 
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prosperous  and  growing  dairy  business,  on  High 
street,  in  New  Haven,  whore  they  carried  on  a 
retail  and  wholesale  business  in  dairy  products  and 
operated  several  delivery  wagons.  In  June,  1901, 
,  Mr.   Cooper  withdrew   from   this  connection. 

On  Nov.  24,  1S86,  Mr.  Cooper  was  married 
to  Alice  Elizabeth  Monson,  of  Westville,  a  daugh- 
ter of  David  C.  ]\Ionson,  the  postmaster  of  that 
place.  To  this  union  have  been  born  four  chil- 
dren: Eleanor  G.,  Kenneth,  Harold  and  Roland 
Justus.  Kenneth  and  Harold  were  twins,  and 
both  died  when  nine  months  old.  Like  his  parents. 
Mr.  Cooper  is  connected  with  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  both  he  and  his  father  are  stanch 
supporters  of  the  Republican  party.  Socially  he 
is  connected  with  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  in  which  he 
is  popular  and  valued.  He  is  considered  one  of 
the  most  prosperous  and  progressive  business  men 
of  the  vicinity,  and  his  energy  and  thoroughly 
honest  methods  have  won  him  the  confidence  of 
the  community. 

JOHN  H.  BURTON  (deceased)  was  for  many 
years  one  of  the  most  highly  esteemed  and  valued 
citizens  of  Hamden.  He  was  of  foreign  birth,  but 
his  duties  of  citizenship  were  performed  with  a 
loyalty  equal  to  that  of  any  native  son  of  America, 
and  when  the  nation  was  imperiled  by  rebellion,  he 
went  to  the  defense  of  the  Union  and  protected  the 
cause  of  his  adopted  country  on  many  a  southern 
battle  field. 

Mr.  Burton  was  born  in  Perth,  Scotland,  Oct. 
14,  1833,  and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  land.  During  his  youth  he  learned 
landscape  gardening  with  his  father,  and  continued 
to  follow  that  occupation  until  his  emigration  to 
the  United  States  in  1854.  Locating  in  Philadel- 
phia, he  followed  his  trade  there  for  two  years,  and 
then  went  to  Boston,  where  he  was  similarly  em- 
ployed until  coming  to  New  Haven,  Conn.,  in  1857. 
After  working  at  his  trade  for  a  short  time  here, 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Winchester  Shirt  Co., 
for  whom  he  was  working  when  the  Civil  war  broke 
out. 

Mr.  Burton  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  F, 
4th  Conn.  v.  L,  which  was  aftenvard  re-organized 
as  the  1st  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery,  and  assigned 
to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  They  participated  in 
the  siege  of  Bermuda  Hundreds,  under  Butler,  the 
siege  of  Yorktown,  siege  of  Richmond,  and  the  en- 
gagements at  Chickahominy  Swamp,  Malvern  Hill 
and  Fairfax  Court  House.  For  bravery  on  the  battle 
field,  Mr.  Burton  was  promoted  from  time  to  time, 
and  on  Aug.  27,  1863,  was  commissioned  captain,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  until  Dec.  23,  1864,  when 
he  resigned  and  returned  to  New  Haven.  In  De- 
cember, 1863,  while  going  the  rounds  of  the  forts, 
as  field  ofhcer  at  Washington,  D.  C,  his  horse  fell, 
breaking  the  leg  of  our  subject.  After  his  return 
from  the  war,  }klr.  Burton  spent  four  years  in  New 
Haven,  and  then  located  upon  the  farm  in  Hamden, 


I  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life  and  where 
i  his  widow  still  resides.     He  was  quite  extensively 
engaged  in  market  gardening  and  met  with  excel- 
:  lent  success  in  the  enterprise. 

,         On  Oct.    17,    1863,   Mr.   Burton  was   united  in 
!  naarriage  with  Miss  Candace  C.  Norton,  of  Spring- 
,  field,  Mass.,  and  to  them  were  born  five  children, 
;  namely :    William  T.,  who  now  carries  on  the  home 
farm;  James  II.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
;  ness  in  New  York;  John  H.  J.;  George  G. ;  and 
Lilias   L.      Mr.   Burton   was   accidentally   drowned 
Jan.  22,  1895.     Politically  he  was  a  very 'strong  Re- 
;  publican,  and  fraternally  was  an  honored  member  of 
:  Admiral  Foote  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  New  Haven,  while 
•  religiously  he  was  an  active  and  prominent  member 
'  of  the  Congregational  church  and  was  serving  as 
;  church  trustee  and    Sunday-school    superintendent 
I  at  the  time  of  his  death.     His  influence  was  great 
and  always  for  good ;  and  his  sympathies,  his  benev- 
olence and  his  kindly  greeting  will  long  be  remem- 
bered.   His  duties  were  performed  with  the  greatest 
care,  and  throughout  his  life  his  personal  honor  and 
integrity  were  without  blemish. 

WILLIAM  BENHA^I  is  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  highly  respected  citizens  of  North  Haven, 
where  he  has  spent  a  long  and  worthy  life,  upon 
which  he  can  look  back  with  pleasure  and  thankful- 
ness, so  honest  and  upright  has  it  been  throughout. 

This  branch  of  the  family  is  supposed  to  have 
been  descended  from  John  Benham,  who  came  to 
the  new  world  in  the  ship  "Mary  and  John,"  and 
i  was  at  Dorchester,  Mass.,  in  1630.  In  May,  1631, 
he  was  made  a  freeman.  In  1640  he  removed  to 
New  Haven,  and  his  name  appears  in  a  list  of  New 
Haven  planters  in  1643.  He  was  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  brick.  Joseph  Benham,  of  New 
Haven,  was  married  at  Boston,  Jan.  15,  1657,  to 
Winnifred  Ring,  and  they  had  tw^elve  children.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Wallingford  in  1670. 

Joseph  Benham,  grandfather  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  a  deacon  of  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Hamden  Plains,  where  he  lived  and 
'  died.  He  reached  the  great  age  of  eighty-si.x  vears, 
passing  away  Jan.  25,  1836.  His  wife,  Elizabeth, 
died  in  1831,  aged  eighty  years.  They  had  seven 
children :  George,  Amos,  Ransom,  Betsey,  Adah, 
Jared  and  Isaac. 

Isaac  Benham  was  born  Aug.  2,  1791,  in  Ham- 
den, and  died  there,  Jan.  23,  1879.  He  was  a  shoe- 
maker and  farmer.  On  March  8,  181 5,  he  married 
Anna  Tuttle,  who  was  born  Jan.  20,  1795,  in  ^lid- 
dlebury,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  died  Aug.  2, 
1876,  in  Hamden.  They  had  four  children:  Will- 
iam, Isaac,  Jared  and  Betsey  Ann. 

William  Benham  was  born  on  a  farm  March 
24,  1817,  in  the  town  of  Hamden,  and  there  re- 
mained until  he  was  eight  years  old,  enjoying  but 
few  educational  advantages.  A  comparison  is  very 
interesting  between  the  modern  school  room  and 
his  last  "hall  of  learning,"  which  was  in  a  barroom. 
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located  just  north  of  the  ^lethodist  Church.     Until 
he  was  seventeen  years  old   Mr.   Benham   learned 
more  about  the  science  of  fanning,  and  the  handling 
of  plow  and  hoe,  than  he  did  of  books,  and  it  was 
necessary  for  him,  as  for  many  another  respected 
citizen  of  our  country-,  to  wield  those  useful   im- 
plements  of    agriculture.      Wages    were    small    in! 
those  days  and  hours  of  labor  long,  fifty  cents  be- 
ing considered  fair  compensation  for  farm  laborers 
who  worked  from  sunrise  to  sunset,  and  on  these 
terms  our  subject  was  hired  by  ]Merritt  Allen,  a 
farmer  near  Westville,  whose  land  comprised  the 
present  site  of  the  New  Haven  town  farm.     Most 
industrious,  and  determined    to    win    independence 
and  a  competency,   Mr.   Benham   labored   for  two 
summers  for  Mr.  Allen,  and  during    the    winters 
learned  the  shoemaker's  trade  in  Hamden,  where  he 
worked  for  S.  W.  Baldwin,  of  New  Haven.     He 
would  make  shoes  in  lots  of  fifty  pairs,  and  carry 
them  to  New  Haven,  whence  they  were  shipped  to 
supply  the  southern  trade.     Although  the  pay  was 
small,  he  worked  at  the  bench  until  his  health  gave 
out,  and  then  hired  out  to  Jeremiah  Woodard,  of 
East  Haven,  to  drive  a  milk  wagon  through  New 
Haven.     With  this  out-door  employment  Mr.  Ben- 
ham  regained  his  health,   although   his  work  was 
laborious,  and  for  two  and  one  half  years  he  con- 
tinued with  this  employer;  he  delivered  to  i6o  cus- 
tomers, among  the  best  families  in  the  city,  some- 
times making  three  trips  daily,  with  milk  and  veg- 
etables.    In  connection  with  his  other  business  ^Ir. 
Woodard  entrusted   our   subject  with   the  making 
out  and  collecting  of  bills.     Mr.  Benham's  wages 
were  fifteen  dollars  per  month  and  board  for  fif- 
teen hours  of  work  daily.     Having  saved  enough 
money  he  bought  his  present  farm,   from  Deacon 
Elias  Bassett,  in  1840,  and  had  enough  left  over  to 
put  the  place  in  good  shape.     Farming  has  been  his 
principal   occupation    ever   since,   although   he   has 
had  seasons  of  work  in  the  Candee  &  Lester  rubber 
factory,   for  Henry  Hotchkiss,  in  Centerville,  and 
in  the  auger  shops,  for  eight  years  driving  one  of 
the  teams  for  the  latter  factory. 

Mr.  Benham  was  married  March  27,  1843,  to 
Nancy  Ives,  a  native  of  North  Haven,  who  was  born 
Aug.  22,  181 7,  a  daughter  of  Talcott  Ives,  and  died 
July  II,  1884.  Two  children  were  born  of  this 
imion :  Betsey  Adelaide,  who  married  W.  W. 
Price,  a  book  binder  and  directory  printer  and  pub- 
lisher, of  New  Haven ;  and  Nancy  Anna,  who  mar- 
ried Milo  Wooding,  now  of  North  Haven.  Mr. 
Benham  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  convictions, 
and  has  declined  many  tenders  of  office.  Formerlv 
he  was  connected  with  the  M.  E.  Church,  but  is 
now  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Churcii  at 
^^'hitneyville.  No  one  has  been  more  energetic  or 
industrious  through  life  than  has  our  subject,  who 
is  a  well  preserved  specimen  of  the  honest,  hard- 
working American  citizen.  By  right  of  his  own 
efforts,   he  possesses  a  competency   which   insures 


him  a  life  of  comfort  during  the  rest  of  his  days, 
and  offers  an  example  to  others  who  expect  to  en- 
joy a  future  of  ease  without  endeavoring  honestly 
to  earn  it. 

LEWIS  E.  OSBORN,  whose  long  and  use- 
ful career  has  been  passed  in  New  Haven,  with 
the  exception  of  two  years  'in  INIilwaukee,  Wis., 
was  born  in  the  city  with  which  his  life  has  been 
associated,  May  22,  1836,  a  son  of  Walter  Os- 
born.  In  1851  he  returned  from  Milwaukee  to 
New  Haven,  to  serve  an  apprenticeship  with  his 
uncle,  Minot  A.  Osborn,  at  that  time  the  editor 
of  the  Register,  with  whom  he  learned  the  print- 
ing business,  at  which,  however,  his  health  was 
impaired,  and  he  was  obliged  to  turn  to  other  em- 
ployment. In  1880  he  became  assistant  to  the 
treasurer  of  Yale  University,  a  position  he  held 
until  1890,  when  he  resigned,  and  is  now  living 
retired. 

Mr.  Oshorn  was  married  Sept.  20,  1858,  to 
R.  Sophia  Merwin,  of  New  Haven,  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  E.  Merwin,  and  a  sister  of  Gen.  S.  E. 
Merwin.  To  Mr.  and  Airs.  Osborn  have  come 
two  children:  Henry  AL,  the  bursar  of  Yale, 
married  Lizzie  Ramsdell,  now  deceased;  and  Ruby 
M.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Lieut.  Clarence  B.  Dann,  a 
prominent  carriage  manufacturer  of  the  city.  Like 
his  father  Air.  Osborn  holds  to  the  principles  of 
Democracy,  though  he  is  in  no  sense  a  partisan 
voter  only.  He  is  broad  and  patriotic  in  his  ideas, 
and  seeks  the  best  good  to  the  community  and  the 
country.  For  forty  years  he  has  been  associated 
with  Hiram  Lodge,  No.  i,  A.  F.  &  A.  AL,  of 
New  Haven,  and  in  religious  connection  belongs 
to  the  Qiurch  of  the  Redeemer. 

Walter  Osborn,  in  whose  death,  July  3,  1880, 
New  Haven  lost  one  of  its  old-time  business  men, 
I  long  respected  and  esteemed,  was  descended  from 
I  a  family  identified  with  New  Haven  from  its  very 
!  beginning.  Air.  Osborn  was  born  Dec.  21,  1805, 
I  in  New  Haven,  a  son  of  Eli  and  Elizabeth  (Augur) 
j  Osborn.  Eli  Osborn  was  a  merchant  tailor  on 
I  State  Street,  and  a  man  of  high  character.  Alinot 
I  A.  Osborn,  another  son  of  Eli,  and  a  brother  of 
I  Walter  Osborn,  was  editor  and  publisher  of  the 
j  Register,  and  a  sketch  of  his  life  and  character 
!  may  be  found  on  another  page.  In  his  early  man- 
I  hood  Walter  Osborn  was  associated  with  Albert 
I  Walker  in  the  cabinet-making  and  furniture  busi- 
\  ness.  With  him  in  1833  he  erected  a  building 
t  which  was  afterward  occupied  b}'  William  H. 
I  Bradley  as  a  carriage  factory,  and  which  is  still 
I  standing,  on  Chapel  street.  In  1849  Air.  Osborn 
\  moved  to  Alihvaukce,  Wis.,  but  returned  in  1853 
to  his  old  home,  where,  in  company  with  his 
1  brother-in-law.  Air.  Stanley,  he 'formed  one  of  the 
!  principal  coal  firms  of  New  Haven.  For  a  time 
;  he  was  inspector  of  customs,  under  his  brother, 
.Alinot  A.  Osborn.  who  was  for  eight  years  col- 
\  lector  of  customs  in  New  Haven. 
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Walter  Osborn  was  chosen  collector  of  the 
town  and  city  taxes  in  i860,  a  jwsition  he  tilled 
until  1875.  At  that  time  the  growth  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  otifice  and  the  advanced  age  which  he 
had  attained,  compelled  his  retirement  from  active 
life.  While  he  was  collector  the  office  was  never 
under  better  management,  and  many  of  his  wise 
business  methods  are  still  in  vogue.  In  his  later 
years  ]\Ir.  Osborn  was  called  to  take  the  ditricult 
position  of  a  receiver  of  the  Townsend  Sayings 
Bank,  which  he  filled  with  admirable  skill  and 
courtesy.  When  he  died  he  was  a  director  of  the 
National  Xew  Haven  Bank.  He  Avas  a  veteran  in 
the  famous  military  organization  known  as  the 
New  Haven  Grays.  ]\Ir.  Osborn  commanded  the 
confidence  of  li'is  townsmen  to  a  remarkable  de- 
gree, and  when  a  candidate  for  tax  collector,  re- 
ceived many  votes  from  those  of  the  opposite  faith. 
His  political  affiliations  were  wnth  the  Democratic 
party,  but  during  the  Civil  War  he  was  an  ardent 
Union  man,  and  did  all  in  his  power  to  support  the 
Government. 

Mr.  Oslx>rn  was  married  Sept.  17,  1833,  to 
Miss  Mary  Jane  Reemer,  of  Derby,  Conn.,  by 
whom  he  had  the  following  children :  E.  Walter 
(mentioned  below),  Lewis  E.,  George  W.  (an  at- 
torney at  Xew  Haven),  ^linot  R.  (who  died  in 
New  Haven  when  eighteen  years  old),  Marv  Jane 
(who  is  the  wife  of  Wilbur  F.  Day,  president  of 
the  New  Haven  National  Bank)  and  William  F. 
(who  is  connected  with  the  American  Sugar  Re- 
fining Co.,  of  Xew  York  City). 

E.  Walter  Osborn,  the  eldest  son.  gave  a 
promising  young  life  to  his  countr\-  during  the 
Civil  War.  The  following  reference  was  made  to 
him  in  Atwater's  "History  of  Xew  Haven :" 

Still  another  family  in  the  same  Congrecation  was  smit- 
ten in  the  spring  of  1865,  when  Major  E.  Walter  Osborn, 
of  the  1.5th  Regiment,  having  been  mortally  wounded  in 
North  Carolina,  and  taken  prisoner,  died  in  captivitv.  He 
was  born  in  Xew  Haven,  and  was  thirty  years  old  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  was  for  several  years  a  captain  of 
the  Grays,  and  at  all  times  was  an  active  and  enthusiastic 
member  of  that  popular  organization,  which  he  commanded 
at  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  when  the  Grays  were  in  the 
Second  Regiment.  When  the  loth  Regiment  was  formed, 
he  was  made  major,  in  which  position  he  had  nenrlv  com- 
pleted his  three  years  of  enlistment.  He  was  on  detached 
service  when  his  regiment  moved  to  battle,  and  on  his  own 
application  secured  permission  to  rejoin  his  comrades,  and 
share  their  fortunes.  His  equable  and  generous  tempera- 
ment, his  unselfishness,  and  his  kindly  manner,  joined  with 
high  manly  attributes,  attracted  love  and  confidence.  His 
death  was  sincerely  mourned  by  the  brave  men,  who  had 
known  him  in  camp  and  battle. 

CHARLES  E.  HOADLEY  was  born  in  Xew 
Haven  May  4,  1858.  and  remained  in  his  native 
city  until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age.  attending 
the  public  schools,  and  acquiring  a  fund  of  solid 
information  with  w'hich  he  has  made  a  verv  credit- 
able success. 

When  .Mr.  Hoadley  began  life  for  himself  he 
was  in  the  service  of  the  Adams  Express  Co.  some 
four  or  five  years,  and  then  was  in  the  lumber  busi- 


ness at  Bennington,  \'t.,  some  eight  years  or  more. 
Mr.  Hoadley  spent  a  dozen  years  in  Florida,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  various  capacities  by  his  uncle. 
H.  B.  Plant.  The  real-estate  business  as  he  handled 
it  presented  great  opportunities,  and  he  was  very 
deeply  interested  in  Florida  lands,  and  at  the  present 
time  has  extensive  land  interests  in  that  State.  Mr. 
Hoadley  came  to  Waterbury  June  i,  1899,  and  be- 
came associated  with  the  XcwEngland  ]\Iutual  Life 
Insurance  Co.,  for  which  he  i.s  now  district  man- 
ager, and  in  the  development  of  his  business  career 
as  an  insurance  man  has  met  with  phenomenal  suc- 
cess. For  the  month  of  May,  1900,  he  was  the  sec- 
ond most  successful  man  "in  Xew  England  in  the 
service  of  the  company.  In  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber, same  year,  he  was  a  leader,  having  written 
and  paid  for  twenty-one  policies  amounting  to 
$81,000.  In  1901  he  wrote  about  two  hundred 
policies,  considerably  over  $500,000,  about  twice  the 
business  done  by  any  other  L'nited  States  agent  of 
the  X'ew  England  Alutual,  and  the  largest  amount 
written  and  paid  for  by  any  life  insurance  agent 
in  Connecticut  for  the  year. 

Mr.  Hoadley  and  Miss  Emma  J.  Anderson,  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  were  married  Sept.  15,  1882.  Mrs. 
Hoadley  is  a  daughter  of  George  Anderson,  a  na- 
tive of  Scotland,  and  she  is  true  to  the  best  traits 
of  her  Scottish  ancestors.  They  have  a  beautiful 
home  in  the  northern  part  of  the  city,  and  are  uni- 
versally respected.  Three  children  have  come  to 
bless  their  union :  Bessie  A. ;  Edwin  A. ;  and 
Giles  R.  Mr.  Hoadley  is  a  Republican,  and  the 
family  are  associated  with  the  Congregational 
Church. 

Horace  P.  Hoadley,  the  father  of  Charles  E., 
was  born  in  Martinsburg,  X.  Y.,  July  17,  1833,  and 
died  in  X^'ew  Haven,  Conn.,  Oct.  20,  1893.  On 
April  10,  1855,  he  was  married,  in  Cape  May,  to 
Amelia  O.  Hubbard,  who  was  born  Sept.  8,  1836, 
in  Berlin,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Edwin  and  Hannah 
(  Xorth)  Hubbard.  Her  death  occurred  in  New 
Haven  Oct.  2,  1861.  Mr.  Hoadley  was  again  mar- 
ried, -\ug.  27,  1873,  in  Rutherford,  X.  J.,  to  Mrs. 
Jeanie  (Ivison)  Campfield,  widow  of  Rev.  Xathan 
Perkins  Campfield,  of  Xewark,  N.  J.,  and  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Sarah  Bogart  (BrinkerhofY)  Ivison, 
of  X'ew  York  City.  Mr.  Hoadley  was  brought  bv 
his  parents  to  New  Haven  before  he  was  three 
years  of  age,  and  with  the  exception  of  one  year 
in  Meriden,  and  a  year  spent  in  Texas  before  the 
Civil  war,  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life  there. 
He  was  one  of  the  original  pupils  in  the  Lan- 
casterian  School,  and  later  became  a  pupil  of  Gen. 
Russell's  [Military  School,  where  he  attained  the 
rank  of  captain  or  training  master  on  the  school 
field.  He  became  a  master  of  military  science,  and 
at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  hastened  to 
offer  his  services  to  the  government.  He  was  ap- 
pointed a  luajor  in  the  army,  and  rendered  con- 
spicuous services  by  organizing  and  training  the  ist 
Connecticut  Cavalry,  which  was  equipped  and  pre- 
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pared  for  active  duty  in  a  very  brief  time.  He  was 
connected  with  the  (now)  United  Church,  and  for 
years  was  a  teacher  in  and  superintendent  of  its 
Sabbath-school.  Mr.  Hoadley  was  closely  identi- 
fied with  the  Yoimg-  }klen's  Christian  Association, 
and  was  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the 
young  men.  While  in  Texas  he  was  in  the  carriage 
■business,  and  was  connected  with  the  Adams  E.x- 
press  Co.  He  was  also  an  insurauLC  man,  and 
largely  interested  in  the  real-estate  business,  long 
•acting  as  secretary  of  the  Plant  Investment  Co. 
Two  children  were  lx)rn  to  his  first  marriage :  ( i ) 
'Charles  E.,  whose  name  introduces  these  lines; 
and  (2)  Horace  G.,  born  Sept.  23,  i86r,  who  mar- 
ried Helen  L.  Anderson.  Henrietta  A.  was  the 
■only  child  of  the  second  marriage. 

Philemon  Hoadley,  the  grandfather  of  Charles 
E.,   was  born  in   Southampton,   ^vlass.,   }vlarch   31, 
1797,  and  died  in  New  Haven  Jan.  28,  1S62.     His 
first  wife,  Rosetta   (Goodrich)     was  the  daughter 
■of  James  and  Lois    (Wilcox)    Goodrich,  and   was 
born  Nov.  12,  1804,  in  Glendale,  N.  Y.     Her  death 
took  place  at  Martinsburg,  N.  Y..  Aug.  17,  1826. 
Mr.   Hoadley    subsequently    married    Mrs.   Betsy 
(Bradley)    Plant,    widow   of   Anderson    Plant,    of 
Branford,  and  daughter  of  Levi  and  Lydia  (Beach) 
Bradley.    She  was  born  Aug.  28,  1799,  in  Branford, 
and  died  Jan.  20,  1886,  in  New  Haven.     The  chil- 
dren of  the  first  marriage  were :     ( i )  Henn,',  born 
m  October,    1823,  and    (2)    James,  born  in  June, 
1825.     There  were  also  two  children  by  the  second 
marriage:     (i)  George  A.,  born  in  October,  1831, 
who  died  in  April,  1836;  and  (2)  Horace  P.,  who 
Is  mentioned  in  the  foregoing.     Philemon  Hoadley 
lived  in  Martinsburg,  N.  Y.,  until  about  1838.     He 
Avas  instrumental  in  raising  funds  for  the  Connecti- 
cut State  Reform  School   in   Meriden,  and  was  a 
member  of  its  first  board  of  trustees.     In  recogni- 
tion of  his  marked  business  abilities  and  deep  in- 
terest in  the  school  he  was  made  its  first  superin- 
tendent, in  1853. 

Philemon  Hoadley,  the  great-grandfather  of 
Charles  E.,  was  born  June  11,  1755,  in  Branford, 
Conn.,  and  died  in  West  Turin,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  18, 
181 1.  On  May  i,  1776,  in  Branford  he  married 
Mary  Rogers,  who  was  born  in  Branford  Feb.  22. 
1753,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Mary  (  Foote)  Rog- 
ers. She  died  Dec.  11,  1843,  '"  West  Turin,  N.  Y. 
Mr.  Hoadley  moved  to  Westfield,  Mass.,  and  his 
first  child  was  baptized  there  in  1777.  After  a 
period  of  some  years  he  returned  to  West  Turin, 
where  he  died.  The  names  and  years  of  birth  of 
"his  children  are  as  follows:  Sophia,  1776;  Irene, 
1779;  Lyman,  1781  ;  2vlary.  1784;  Roxana,  1787; 
Chester.  1790;  Lester,  1794;  and  Philemon,  1797 
(whose  history  is  already  given). 

Jacob  Hoadley,  the  great-great-grandfather  of 
Charles  E.,  was  born  in  Branford,  Conn..  ^March 
8.  1 73 1,  and  died  in  Turin,  N.  Y.,  in  November, 
1816.  His  marriage  to  Jemima  Buell  occurred  July 
I,   1752,  in  Branford.     She  was  born  in  October, 


1726,  in  Killingworth,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Capt. 
Samuel  and  Lydia  (Wilcox)  Buell.  Jacob  Hoadley 
went  to  Westfield,  ]\Iass.,  and  from  there  to  West 
Turin,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died.  He  was  born  and 
bred  a  farmer,  and  followed  that  occupation  all  his 
life.  He  was  the  father  of  ten  children:  Jared, 
Philemon,  Lucy,  Jacob,  Jemima,  Lydia,  Hannah, 
Mary,  Abigad  and  Jacob. 

Samuel  Hoadley,  the  great-great-great-grand- 
father of  Charles  E.,  was  born  in  Branford'  Feb.  20, 
1696,  and  died  in  that  town  Feb.  22.  1756.  He  mar- 
ried Lydia  Frisbie,  who  was  bom  June  i,  1698, 
daughter  of  Caleb  and  Hannah  Frisbie.  and  died 
Feb.  6,  1756.  They  were  farming  people.  To  them 
were  born  eight  children:  Abigail,  Gideon,  Sam- 
uel,  Ebenezer,  Jacob,   Lydia,   Jerusha   and  James. 

The  father  of  Samuel  Hoadlev  also  bore  the 
name  of  Samuel.  He  married  Abigail  Farrington, 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Bullard)  Farrington. 
She  was  born  in  Dedham,  Mass.,  April  30,  1668, 
and  died  Feb.  26,  1745,  long  after  the  death  of  her 
husband,  on  Feb.  8,  1714;  he  was  killed  under  a 
hay  mow.  He  is  first  mentioned  in  the  records 
of  the  town  of  Branford  April  4,  1(383,  ^"d  on 
March  4.  1687.  he  and  others  were  granted  a  tract 
of  land  one  mile  square  in  the  western  and  north- 
western portions  of  the  town  of  Branford.  He  and 
his  wife  had  children  as  follows :  Abigail,  William, 
Hannah,  Samuel,  Gideon,  Lydia,  Benjamin,  Daniel 
and  Timothy. 

William  Hoadley,  the  emigrant,  and  also  known 
in  the  old  records  as  Capt.  Hoadley,  was  the  father 
of  Samuel  (i).  He  was  born  in  England  about 
1630,  and  his  death  occurred  in  1709  in  Branford. 
The  name  of  his  first  wife  is  not  known.  For  his 
second  wife  he  married  Marv  (Bullard),  widow  of 
John  Farrington.  Capt.  Hoadlev  married  Ruth 
(Powers)  Frisbie,  widow  of  John  Frisbie,  for  his 
third  wife.  Seven  children  were  born  to  him:  Will- 
iam, Samuel,  John,  Mary,  Elizabeth.  Hannah  and 
Abraham. 

FRANKLIN  FARREL.  For  sixty  years  AI- 
mon  and  Franklin  Farrel.  father  and  son.  respect- 
ively, have  been  most  closely  and  prominently  iden- 
tified with  the  industries  of  Ansonia  and  the  Naug- 
atuck  Valley,  and  from  the  incorporation  of  the 
foundry  and  machine  company  bearing  their  name 
at  Ansonia — a  period  of  fifty  years — have  each  in 
turn  served  as  its  president. 

Almon  Farrel  was  borp  Oct.  12,  1800,  in  Oak- 
ville,  the  son  of  Zebah  and  Mehitabel  (nenham) 
Farrel,  of  Waterbury,  Conn.  He  learned  of  his 
father  the  trade  of  a  millwright,  and  for  many  years 
was  the  leading  millwright,  machinist,  engineer, 
builder  and  contractor  in  his  line  in  the  Naugatuck 
\'alley.  There  was  probably  no  man  in  the  State 
at  the  time  of  Mr.  Parrel's  death  who  had  superin- 
tended the  construction  of  so  many  first  class  mills 
and  manufacturing  establishments.  He  was  noted 
for  the  strength  and  permanency  of  his  work.  What- 
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ever  he  put  his  hands  to  was  successfully  carried 
through,  not  al\va>s  inexpensively,  but  with  good 
judgment  and  thorough  workmanship.  ^^lonuments 
of  his  skin  may  be  seen  in  Waterbury,  Seymour, 
Ansonia,  Birmingham,  Plymouth  Hollow,  W'olcott- 
ville,  Bristol,  Westville,  Poquonock,  Newtown  and 
other  places,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  had  a 
large  contract  in  Chicago,  111.  He  was  a  self- 
taught  man,  one  whose  success  was  owing  to  his 
o\vn  native  genius,  and  whose  services  in  building 
up  the  manufacturing  interests  in  his  native  town 
and  the  Xaugatuck  \'alley  were  almost  indispensa- 
ble. He  died  on  May  31,  1857,  in  the  prime  of  life 
and  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness. 

On  May  i,  1S26,  Almon  Parrel  was  married 
to  Miss  Emma,  daughter  of  Mark  Warner,  and  the 
marriage  was  blessed  with  seven  children. 

Franklin  Parrel,  son  of  Almon  Parrel,  was  born 
Feb.  17,  1828,  in  Waterbury,  Conn.  He  received 
only  a  common  school  education,  and  like  many 
boys  who  have  made  their  mark  in  the  world  he 
"roughed  it"  in  early  life.  He  was  for  a  time  at 
West  Point.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  commenced 
to  learn  the  trade  of  a  millwright  under  the  practical 
direction  of  his  father,  and  in  December,  1844,  h^ 
went  to  Derby,  Conn.,  and  assisted  his  father  in  en- 
gineering for  the  water  works  and  other  projects 
within  the  limits  of  Ansonia.  In  1849  young  Parrel 
became  associated  in  the  foundry  and  machine  busi- 
ness in  the  firm  of  Parrel  &  Johnson,  into  which  his 
father  had  put  $8,000,  and  S.  and  S.  M.  Colburn, 
with  Dr.  Josiah  ^I.  Colburn,  $7,000.  Later,  with  this 
small  capital,  the  concern  was  reorganized  under 
the  name  of  the  Parrel  Foundry  &  Alachine  Com- 
pany, and  Almon  Parrel  became  its  president,  an 
office  he  held  until  his  death  in  1857.  Franklin 
Farrel  succeeded  his  father  to  the  presidency,  and 
has  ever  since  remained  the  executive  officer  of 
the  company.  Prom  the  very  start,  and  all  through 
these  many  years,  the  works  of  this  company  have 
played  an  important  part  in  the  growth  and  pros- 
perity of  Ansonia.  The  growth  of  the  business  has 
been  steady  and  rapid  until,  under  the  able  manage- 
ment of  its  president,  it  has  become  one  of  the  larg- 
est of  its  kind  in  the  United  States,  the  stock  having 
been  raised  from  a  nominal  cash  capital  of  $100,000 
]  to  a  real  capital  of  $500,000.  This  speaks  louder 
1  than  words  of  Air.  Parrel's  capabilities  as  a  shrewd 
i  and  far-sighted  business  man  and  financier.  The 
business  is  the  second  largest  in  Ansonia,  the  works 
covering  several  acres  of  ground  and  giving  steady 
i  employment  to  600  men.  They  manufacture  a  heavy 
!  casting  for  machinery  of  nearly  every  description, 
;  and  turn  out  on  an  extensive  scale,  iron,  brass  and 
,  copper  mill   machinery,   chilled   rolls,   etc.,    for  all 

I'  purposes,  consuming  annually  about  20,000  tons  of 
metal  in  the  manufacture  of  their  goods.  Mr.  Par- 
rel has  devoted  himself  with  great  assiduity  to  var- 
H'd  lines  of  business,  his  labors  having  been  uni- 
formly crowned  with  success,  and  he  is,  and  has 


been,  identified  with  many  other  enterprises  of  im- 
portance in  the  commercial  world. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Parrel  is  a  Republican, 

i  and  he  and  his  family  are  connected  with  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  of  Ansonia,  to  which  he  has  been 
most  liberal.     In  1850  Mr.  Parrel  was  married  to 

j  Miss  Julia  L.  Smith,  of  Derby,  Conn.,  who  died 
in  September,  1874.  On  Dec.  12,  1876,  Mr.  Par- 
rel married  Aliss  Lillian  Clarke,  a  native  of  New 
Haven.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  five  children, 
of  whom  one  is  living:  May  Wells,  who  married 
Rutherford  Trowbridge,  of  New  Haven,  and  has 
two  children — Rutherford,  Jr.,  and  Rachel.  By  his 
second  marriage  our  subject  had  four  children: 
Florence  A.,  who  married  George  Clarke  Bryant ; 
Elise  Marion;  Franklin  P.,  Jr. ;  Lillian  Estelle. 

STEPHEN  WHITNEY,  formerly  of  the 
L'nited  States  army,  now  living  retired  in  a  pa- 
latial home  at  New  Haven,  has  long  been  one  of 
the  familiar  figures  and  well  and  favorably  known 
men  of  the  "City  of  Elms." 

Born  Oct.  20,  1841,  in  New  Haven,  Air.  Whit- 
ney is  the  son  of  Henry  and  ■  Hannah  Eugenia 
(Lawrence)  Whitney,  and  is  a  representative  of  a 
sturdy  and  prominent  New  England  and  New  York 
ancestry,  and  on  his  father's  side  is  of  the  seventh 
generation  from  Henry  Whitney,  who  was  born  in 
England  about  1620,  and  appears  first  of  record  in 
this  country  at  Hashammock  in  Southold,  L.  I.,  in 
1649.  Later  he  was  at  Huntington,  L.  I.,  and  is  of 
record  at  Norwalk,  Conn.,  as  one  of  the  early  pi- 
oneers of  the  place  in  1665. 

Prom  this  emigrant  settler,  the  lineage  of 
Stephen  Whitney,  of  New  Haven,  is  through  John, 
Josiah,  Henry,  Stephen  and  Henry    (2)    Whitney. 

(II)  John  Whitney,  son  of  Henry,  the  settler, 
born  probably  before  his  parents  went  to  Southold. 
L.  I.,  settled  with  his  father  in  Norwalk,  Conn., 
and  succeeded  him  as  a  miller  and  millwright,  and 
to  the  mill  and  homestead  property.  On  March 
17,  1674-5,  he  married  Elizabeth  Smith,  daughter 
of  Richard  Smith.  In  Norwalk,  Conn.,  John  built 
a  fulling  mill,  was  prominent  as  a  citizen,  and  died 
about  1720,  and  his  widow  passed  away  some  time 
after,  about  1741. 

(III)  Josiah  Whitney,  son  of  John,  married  Oct. 
30,  1729,  at  Norwalk,  Conn.,  Eunice  Hanford. 
daughter  of  Eleazer  and  Hannah  Hanford.  Josiah 
settled  at  Norwalk,  where  he  died  as  early  as  1750. 

(IV)  Henry  Whitney,  son  of  Josiah,  born  Feb. 
19,  1735-6,  in  Norwalk.  married  about  1761.  in 
Derby,  Conn..  Eunice  Clark,  born  April  15,  1745, 
in  Derby,  and  settled  in  that  town.  Eunice  Clark 
was  the  daughter  of  William  Clark,  who  descended 

j  from  Thomas  Clark,  who,  it  is  thought,  was  mate  of 
I  the  "Alaytiowcr."  A  sister  of  Eunice  Clark,  Eliza, 
!  of  Lyme,  Conn.,  married  Joseph  Hull,  of  Derby, 
\  in  1749,  and  became  the  mother  of  Gen.  William 
!  Hull,  and  grandmother  of  Commander  Isaac  Hull 


■Ji'.O 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


439 


of  historic  note.  Henry  Whitney  was  for  many 
years  an  active  and  useful  citizen  of  Derby.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  died  in  the  town,  her  death  occur- 
rintj  Aug-.  21,  1794,  and  his  May  i,  181 1.  He  was 
the'  founder  of  King  Hiram  Alasonic  Lodge  m 
Derby. 

(V)  Stephen  Whitney,  son  of  Henry,  born 
Sept.  14,  1776,  in  Derl>y,  married  Aug.  4,  1803.  at 
Newtown,  L.  I.,  Harriet,  born  Sept.  i,  1782.  daugh- 
ter of  Hendrick  and  Phoebe  (Skidmore)  Suydam, 
of  Hallets  Cove,  L.  I.  After  their  marriage,  they 
settled  in  the  city  of  New  York,  where  ]Mr.  Whit- 
ney became  one  of  the  most  wealthy  and  influential 
merchants  of  his  time.  Both  he  and  his  wife  died  in 
that  town  in  i860,  his  death  occurring  Feb.  16,  and 
hers  ^lay  12.  }\[r.  Whitney,  when  he  tirst  went  to 
New  York  City,  at  eighteen  or  twenty  years  of  age, 
and  began  his  career  as  a  clerk  in  the  business  house 
of  Lawrence  &  Whitney,  early  showed  good  intelli- 
gence and  remarkable  energy,  and  was  shortly  sent 
to  the  West  Indies  as  a  super-cargo.  Saving  his 
earnings,  he  soon  went  into  business  for  himself, 
forming  a  partnership  in  1800  with  one  John  Currie, 
a  Scotchman  by  birth.  The  new  firm  engaged  in 
the  wholesale  grocery  business,  but  in  i8og  the 
partnership  dissolved.  During  the  war  of  1812,  Mr. 
Whitney  dealt  largely  in  cotton  and  accumulated 
money  rapidly.  In  about  1818,  he  abandoned  the 
grocery  business,  and  engaged  extensively  in  ship- 
ping interests,  building  many  vessels  and  sending 
them  to  various  parts  of  the  world,  especially  trad- 
ing largely  with  China  and  the  East  Indies.  Among 
other  interests,  he  held  large  shares  in  the  Kermet 
line  of  packets  plying  between  New  York  and  Liv- 
erpool. IVIr.  Whitney  was  among  the  early  projec- 
tors and  founders  of  the  great  systems  of  railways 
and  canals,  which  did  so  much  to  increase  the  pros- 
perity of  New  York,  and  held  interests  in  the  New 
Jersey  Railroad  Co..  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  Railroad  Co.,  and  others,  as  well  as  im- 
mense financial  institutions.  His  personal  interests 
■became  so  large  that  for  some  thirty  years  before  his 
death,  he  gave  up  active  business  and  occupied  his 
time  in*  caring  for  his  private  business.  His  estate 
at  his  death  was  worth  something  like  $5,000,000. 
Mr.  WHiitney  was  a  man  of  strictest  integrity  and 
honor,  and  won  and  held  the  esteem  and  admiration 
of  all. 

(VI)  Henry  Whitney,  son  of  Stephen  and  the 
father  of  Stephen  (2),  was  born  in  New  York  City, 
Aug.  23,  1812,  and  was  graduated  from  Yale  col- 
lege in  1830.  On  Jan.  27,  1835,  he  married  Hannah 
Eugenia  Lawrence,  born  Jan.  2j,  181 5,  in  New 
York,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Cornelia  (Beach) 
Lawrence,  the  latter  the  daughter  of  Rev.  Abraham 
Beach,  D.  D.,  rector  of  Trinity  Church.  New  York 
City.  Mrs.  Whitney  died  March  10,  1844,  in  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  and  Mr.  Whitnev  married  July  25, 
1850,  at  Norwich,  Conn.,  ?vlaria  Lucy  Fitch. 

In  1837,  Mr.  Whitney  located  in  New  Haven, 
and  began  the  erection  of  the  Whitney  home,  which 


when  completed  was  the  finest  mansion  and  grounds 
in  New  Haven.  Until  its  completion,  the  family  re- 
sided in  "Maple  Cottage"  on  Trumbull  street.  Mr. 
Whitney  being  a  man  of  ample  means,  had  time  for 
gratifying  a  taste  he  possessed  in  agricultural  lines, 
and  was  greatly  interested  in  that  pursuit  both  lo- 
cally and  in  the  country  in  general,  giving  consider- 
able time  to  the  breeding  of  cattle.  He  was  secre- 
tary of  the  New  Haven  Agricultural  Society,  and 
was  well  known  in  agricultural  circles.  His  death 
occurred  in  New  Haven  March  21,  1856,  and  his 
wife,  Maria  L.',  passed  away  in  New  York  City  about 
1886. 

The  children  born  to  the  first  marriage  were: 
Isaac  Lawrence,  born  in  New  York,  Nov.  15,  1835, 
died  Dec.  7,  1835  ;  Harriet,  born  in  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  }klarch  2,  183S,  married  June  5,  i860,  Charles 
H.  Berryman,  of  New  York,  and  they  now  reside  in 
that  city;  Cornelia  Lawrence,  born  Nov.  2~,  1839, 
in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  married  ]\Iarch  4,  18O2,  John 
Girard  Heckscher,  who  served  as  first  lieutenant  in 
the  I2th  Reg.  U.  S.  I.  for  two  years  during  the 
Civil  war,  and  she  died  March  30,  1891  ;  Stephen, 
born  Oct.  20,  1841  ;  Hannah  Eugene,  born  ^larch 
10,  1844,  in  New  Haven,  died  there  Sept.  15,  1845. 
The  children  born  of  the  second  marriage  of  Henry 
Whitney  were:  ]\Iaria,  born  }klay  26,  185 1,  mar- 
ried April  28,  1870,  Robert  C.  Livingston,  and  re- 
sides at  Islip,  L.  I. ;  Caroline  Suydam,  born  Nov. 
17,  1852,  married  Oct.  18,  1871,  John  N.  A.  Gris- 
wold,  who  died  Dec.  8,  1871,  in  Germany,  and  she 
married,  in  Alilford,  Conn.,  June  21,  1874,  Cornelius 
Fellows,  and  resides  in  New  York. 

Stephen  Whitney  (2),  son  of  Henry  (2),  and 
the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch, 
was  in  the  pursuit  of  a  liberal  education  when  the 
Civil  war  burst  upon  the  country,  and  Aug.  5,  1861, 
he  entered  the  army  as  first  lieutenant  in  the  4th 
United  States  Artillery,  and  from  that  time  until 
Nov.  12,  1863,  shared  the  fortunes  of  the  command, 
retiring  with  an  honorable  record. 

On  April  27,  1864,  Mr.  Whitney  married,  in  New 
York  City,  ]\Iargaret  Lawrence  Johnson,  Iwrn  in 
New  York  City  June  i,  1841,  daughter  of  Bradish 
and  Louisa  Anna  (Lawrence)  Johnson,  the  latter 
then  a  resident  of  New  York.  She  died  in  Novem- 
ber, 1884,  and  April  29,  1886,  Mr.  Whitney  married 
Louisa  Johnson,  a  sister  to  his  first  wife.-  Mr.  Whit- 
ney's children  by  his  first  marriage  were :  ( i ) 
Louisa  Lawrence,  born  June  16,  1867,  married 
(first)  Hugh  Dickey  and  had  one  child,  Frances 
De  Koven :  (second)  Charles  D.  Dickey,  and  has 
two  children,  Charles  D.  and  Stephen  W.  Mr. 
Dickey  is  in  the  banking  house  of  Brown  Bros.,  in 
New  York.  (2)  Hannah  Eugene  Lawrence,  bi>rn 
April  29,  1 87 1.  (3)  Flenry,  born  Dec.  i,  1872.  (4) 
Lawrence,  born  Oct.  21,  1874,  died  in  1896.  V>y  his 
second  marriage,  Mr.  Whitney  has  one  child, 
Stephen,  born  April   13,   1887. 

Mr.  Whitney  and  family  have  been  prominent  in 
social  life,  and  from  their  elegant  home  on  Whit- 
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ney  avenue  a  generous  hospitality  has  ever  been 
dispensed.  Mr.  Whitney  is  a  gentleman  of  cul- 
ture and  extended  travel,  and  is  an  interesting  con- 
versationalist. For  years  he  was  interested  in  sugar 
planting  in  Louisiana,  and  himself  and  family 
passed  the  winter  months  on  Woodland  Plantation. 
Mr.  Whitney  is  a  member  of  the  Quinnipiac  Club 
of  New  Haven,  of  the  Union  Club  of  Xew  York,  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars,  C)rder  of 
Runnymedes  (or  descendants  of  the  Barons  who 
obtained  a  charter  from  King  John),  and  also  a 
member  of  the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion, 
New  York  State  Commandery. 

ELI  C.  BARXUM,  the  efficient  secretary,  treas- 
urer and  general  manager  of  the  Xaugatuck  Water 
Co.,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Kent,  Litchfield  Co., 
Conn.,  Dec.  14,  1844.  He  is  a  grandson  of  Rich- 
ard and  Anna  (Blakeman)  Barnum,  farming  peo- 
ple of  that  town,  who  were  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren. Beecher,  the  oldest,  was  the. father  of  the  gen- 
tleman whose  name  appears  at  the  beginning  of 
this  sketch.  Alills  was  a  farmer  in  Litchfield,  and 
died  in  East  Hartland,  whither  he  had  retired  to  pass 
the  rest  of  his  life.  Calvin,  also  a  farmer,  passed 
his  life  in  Litchfield,  dying  unmarried.  Emeline  be- 
came the  wife  of  Daniel  Chamberlain,  a  farmer  of 
Kent.  Curtis  was  a  wheelwright  in  that  town.  Ade- 
-line  married  a  ^Ir.  Hurd,  of  the  same  place. 

Beecher  Barnum  was  born  in  iSoo,  and  grew  to 
manhood  on  his  father's  fami.  and  died  in  Cornwall 
Bridge,  Conn.,  in  1858.  By  trade  he  was  a  mill- 
wright. He  married  Sophia,  daughter  of  Eliud 
Combs,  of  Danbury,  and  of  the  five  children  born 
to  them,  Eli  C.  was  the  youngest,  the  others  being 
Lafayette,  Lewis,  Marcus  and  ]\Iary.  The  three 
elder  sons  were  engineers ;  all  are  deceased.  Mar\-, 
the  only  daughter,  married  Levi  Barnum,  of  Bridge- 
port, where  she  still  resides. 

Eli  C.  Barnum  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Kent  and  Danbury,  the  parents  moving  to  the  latter 
place  for  a  time  when  he  was  a  lad  of  ten  years. 
The  family  soon  returned  to  Kent,  however,  re- 
maining there  until  the  death  of  the  father,  which 
occurred  when  our  subject  was  scarcely  fourteen 
years  old.  Mrs.  Barnum  and  the  children  then 
removed  to  Bridgeport.  Thence  Eli  C.  went  to 
Botsford  Station,  Conn.,  where  for  three  years  he 
worked  as  clerk  in  the  general  store  of  Oliver  Bots- 
ford. In  1864  he  went  to  Xaugatuck,  which  town 
has  since  been  his  home.  For  some  years  after  his 
arrival  he  filled  the  post  of  clerk  in  the  dry  goods 
store  owned  by  Frank  S.,  and  later  George,  An- 
drews. In  1869,  through  patient  industry,  joined  to 
regularity  of  habits  and  economy  in  expenditure, 
he  found  himself  able  to  engage  in  business  on  his 
own  account,  in  co-partnership  with  Calvin  Hotch- 
kiss,  the  style  of  the  firm  being  Hotchkiss  &  Bar- 
num. Thev  conducted  a  general  store.  Four  vears 
later  Mr.  Barnum  purchased  Mr.  Hotchkiss'  inter- 
est, and  for  twenty  years    managed    the    business 


alone.  Meanwhile,  in  1890,  he  was  made  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Xaugatuck  Water  Co.,  then 
an  infant  and  comparatively  unimportant  concern. 
Mr.  Bariuim,  however,  was  quick  to  perceive  the 
possible  future  of  the  corporation,  and  in  1893  he 
disposed  of  his  store,  and  has  since  devoted  his 
Vv'hole  time  and  energy  to  the  upbuilding  and  de- 
velopment of  the  company,  in  which  he  has  been  re- 
markably successful.  He  is  a  citizen  of  public  spirit, 
and  the  people  of  Xaugatuck  have  shown  their  con- 
fidence in  his  capability  and  probity,  by  repeatedly 
electing  him  to  local  offices,  the  duties  attaching  to 
which  he  has  always  discharged  with  fidelity  "and 
ability.  He  is  a  member  of  Shepherd's  Lodge,  A. 
F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  the  I.  O.  R.  M. ;  is  a  Republican 
in  political  creed ;  and  a  Congregationalist  by  re- 
ligious profession.  For  about  twenty-five  years 
he  has  been  treasurer  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society. 
In  1868  Mr.  Barnum  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza 
Ward,  a  daughter  of  Lauren  Ward,  and  a  niece  of 
William  Ward,  a  biographical  sketch  of  whom  may 
be  found  elsewhere.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnum  have 
had  two  children,  Frederick  W.  and  Earl  M.  The 
first  named  is  an  employe  of  the  Water  Company. 

CHARLES  HEXRY  REDFIELD.  The  Red- 
field  family,  of  which  Charles  Henry  Redfield,  one 
of  Madison's  well-known  farmers,  is  a  member,  has 
long  been  prominent  in  X^'ew  England,  where  it  has 
been  noted  for  its  integrity  and  uprightness  of  life. 

William  Redfield,  the  progenitor  of  the  family 
in  America,  emigrated  from  England  with  the  early 
settlers  of  Alassachusetts,  and  before  1639  he 
owned  a  home  on  the  south  side  of  the  Charles 
River,  near  Boston.  He  later  joined  others  in  re- 
moval to  Connecticut,  the  Colony  settling  at  what 
is  now  X'ew  London,  where  he  built  a  house  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in  May,  1662. 
His  wife,  Rebecca,  bore  him  the  following  children : 
Lydia,  born  in  1636,  married  Thomas  Bayley,  of 
X"ew  London.  Conn;  Rebecca,  born  in  1641,  mar- 
ried Thomas  Roach,  of  X'ew  London ;  James,  born 
in  1646;  Judith,  born  in  1649,  married  Alexander 
Pygan,  of    X'^orwich,  England,  June  17,  1667. 

James  Redfield,  son  of  William,  born  in  1646. 
came  to  Xew  London  with  his  parents,  and  bound 
himself  to  Hugh  Roberts,  to  learn  the  tanning  trade. 
He  later  followed  the-  sea  and  also  engaged  in 
farming.  For  a  short  time  he  lived  in  Saybrook, 
but  his  death  occurred  in  Fairfield,  Conn.,  about 
1723.  In  May,  1669,  he  married  Elizabeth  How, 
who  was  born  in  1645,  a  daughter  of  Jeremy  How. 
of  X'ew  Haven,  and  upon  her  death  married  Delilaii 
Sturgis,  daughter  of  John  Sturgis,  of  Fairfield. 
James  Redfield  was  the  father  of  the  following  chil- 
dren:  Elizabeth,  born  in  X'ew  Haven,  May  31, 
1670;  Sarah,  born  about  1673:  Theophilus.  born 
1682:  Margaret,  baptized  Oct.  7,  1694;  and  James, 
baptized  Oct.  25,  1696. 

Theophilus  Redfield,  son  of  James,  born  in  1682, 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner,  and  set- 
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tied  in  Killingworth,  where,  in  1717,  he  bought  a 
tract  of  land  in  what  is  now  North  Killingworth, 
and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  died 
Feb.  14,  1759,  highly  respected  for  his  genuine 
worth.  On  Dec.  24,  1706,  he  married  Priscilla  Grin- 
ncll,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Lydia  Grinned,  of 
Saybrook,  and  she  died  Jan.  12,  1770,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-one  years.  The  following  children  blessed 
their  union:  Daniel,  born  Sept.  22,  1707,  served  in 
the  French  and  Indian  war,  and  died  Jan.  11,  1758; 
Elizabeth,  born  May  8,  1709;  Richard,  born  June 
II,  171 1 ;  Ebenezer,  born  Dec.  3,  1713;  Lydia,  bom 
Feb.  9,  1715  ;  Theophilus.  born  June  20,  1720 ;  Peleg, 
born  April  2,  1723;  George,  born  Nov.  7,  1725; 
William,  born  Dec.  5,  1727;  Josiah,  born  Sept.  6, 
1730;  Jane,  born  June  24,  1733;  and  James,  born 
March  29,  1735. 

Theophilus  Redfield  (2),  son  of  Theophilus, 
lived  in  Killingworth,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
farming.  He  was  a  sergeant  in  the  French  and 
Indian  war.  His  death  occurred  in  Killingworth 
Jan.  30,  1770.  He  first  married  Mary  Buell,  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  and  Hannah  Buell,  and  she  died 
Aug.  22,  1749.  For  his  second  wife  he  married 
Martha  Gray,  daughter  of  Philip  Gray,  of  Killing- 
worth.  By  his  first  marriage  Ws  children  were  as 
follows:  Eliakim,  born  May  26,  1741  ;  Nathan, 
born  July  31,  1743;  Levi,  born  Aug.  17,  1745;  and 
Isaac,  born  July  29,  1749,  died  Nov.  23,  1749.  By 
the  second  marriage  were  born  Philip,  born  Nov. 
25,  1 75 1,  died  1780;  Constant,  bom  July  30,  1753; 
Mary,  born  Jan.  24,  1755  :  Elias,  born  Jan.  31,  1757  : 
Martha,  born  Feb.  18,  1758;  and  Nathan  (2),  born 
Aug.  17,  1763. 

Constant  Redfield,  son  of  Theophilus  ('2),  was 
born  in  Killingworth  July  30,  1753,  and  was  a 
cooper  by  trade,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary war.  On  April  9,  1778,  he  married 
Amanda  Buell,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Buell, 
and  who  died  in  October,  1837.  He  died  in  Guil- 
ford at  the  home  of  his  son  Ebenezer,  Jan.  15,  1839. 
The  children  born  of  this  union  were:  Pardon, 
born  Feb.  20,  1779;  ^lartha,  Feb.  3,  1781  ;  Theodore, 
Oct.  I,  1782,  died  1847;  ^lary,  born  Nov.  14,  1784; 
Siba,  Dec.  18,  1786;  Lydia.  June  29,  1789;  Lyman: 
Ebenezer,  1794;  Ruth,  July  11,  1796;  James; 
Amanda ;  and  one  that  died  unnamed. 

Lyman  Redfield  was  born  in  Killingworth  in 
1 79 1,  and  became  one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  of 
Killingworth,  where  his  life  was  spent,  and  where  he 
died  July  19,  1848.  He  first  married  Clarissa  Par- 
melee,  daughter  of  Henry  Parmelee,  of  Killing- 
worth :  for  his  second  wife,  he  wedded  Sophronia 
Kclsev.  of  Clinton.  His  children  were:  Mari- 
etta Elizabeth,  born  March,  1818:  Henry  Lyman, 
1820;  (iustavus  Kimberly,  Nov.  14,  1822:  Charles 
Pamiclee,  March  8,  1825;  and  Francis  Sherman, 
April,  1828.  All  are  now  deceased  except  Charles 
Parmelee,    who   resides    in    Clinton,    Connecticut. 

Henry  L.  Redfield  was  born  in  1820,  and  engaged 
in  the  coasting  trade.     He  married  Elizabeth  Coe, 


daughter  of  Darius  and  Thankful  Coe,  of  Madison, 
where  Mr.  Coe  owned  a  large  tract  of  land.  The 
children  born  of  this  marriage  were  as  follows : 
Charles  Henry;  John  Darius,  born  May  31,  1842, 
died  in  the  army ;  Wellington  Monroe,  born  Feb.  18, 
1845,  <J'6d  ^larch  9,  1845;  George,  born  March  25, 
1847 :  Clarissa  Elizabeth,  who  married  Edgar  Spen- 
cer, of  Madison.  Mr,  Redfield  died  March  19, 
185 1,  aged  thirty-one  years,  and  was  buried  in 
West  cemetery,  where  a  monument  marks  his  last 
resting  place.  His  life  was  one  of  duty  well  per- 
formed, and  he  died  esteemed  by  the  whole  com- 
munity. His  widow  resides  with  her  son  Charles 
Henry,  and  has  attained  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
three  years. 

Charles  H.  Redfield  was  born  June  10,  1840,  in 
Madison,  where  he  attended  the  district  schools. 
The  farm  of  100  acres,  formerly  known  as  the  Coe 
farm,  is  now  ocupied  and  managed  by  him,  and  he 
has  been  engaged  since  his  youth  in  making  im- 
provements, and  in  bringing  his  land  to  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  He  has  also  successfully  engaged  in 
stock  raising,  at  the  same  time  carrying  on  a  thriv- 
ing dairy  business. 

On  Feb.  20,  1862,  Mr.  Redfield  was  married  to 
Emeline  Smith  Bolles,  who  was  born  in  Niantic, 
Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Francis  and  Nancy  (Morgan) 
Bolles,  of  that  town,  the  former  of  whom  was  a 
son  of  Calvin  Bolles,  and  the  latter  a  daughter  of 
George  Alorgan,  who  was  a  native  of  England. 
The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  ]Mrs.  Redfield  are  as 
follows :  ( I )  Jennie  Thankful  was  educated  in 
the  district  school.  Hand  Academy  in  Aladison,  Wil- 
limantic  Normal  and  Gafifney  Business  College,  of 
New  Haven.  She  is  an  expert  typewriter  and  sten- 
ographer, and  has  taught  school  for  four  years.  (2) 
Frank  Henry,  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  married  Net- 
tie Griswold,  and  has  three  children,  Mareuerite, 
Leslie  Bolles  and  Charles  Kenyon.  (3)  Willard. 
a  machinist  in  New  York,  married  Josephine  Con- 
way, of  Holyoke,  ]Mass.,  and  has  one  child,  C.  Mor- 
gan. (4)  Charles  Gustavus,  a  farmer,  married 
Susan  Trainer,  of  New  Haven,  and  has  one  child. 
Earl  Trainer.  (5)  Burdette  Bolles  is  a  machinist 
in  New  Haven.  (6)  Emeline  Coe  is  a  graduate  of 
Hand  Academy.  Mr.  Redfield  has  always  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  improvements  in  his  town  and 
district,  and  for  a  long  time  has  served  on  the  board 
of  relief,  where  his  judgment  is  much  valued.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  socially  is  connected 
with  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  The  familv  are  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  to  which  Mr.  Red- 
field  cheerfully  contributes,  and  where  they  are  ni<ist 
highly  esteemed.  A  man  of  quiet  and  unostentatious 
manner,  he  is  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  who 
well  represent  the  town  of  Madison. 

ALMON  JESSE  IVES.  The  Ives  family  is  one 
of  the  oldest  in  the  town  of  Wallingford.  John  Ives, 
the  first  settler  of  that  name  in  the  town,  was  a  farm- 
er and  land  owner,  and  died  in  Meriden.     He  was 
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father  to  the  following-  children :  John,  born  in 
1669,  died  in  1738;  Hannah  married  Joseph  Ben- 
ham  Aug.  17,  1682;  Joseph,  born  in  1674,  married 
Esther  Benedict  May  11,  1697;  Gideon  married 
Mary  Royce  P'eb.  20,  1706;  Nathaniel,  born  in  1677, 
married  Mary  Cook  in  1699;  Ebenezer;  Samuel 
was  born  June  15,  1696;  Benjamin  was  born  Nov. 
22,  1699. 

Gideon  Ives,  noted  above,  was  a  farmer  and 
land  owner.  He  and  his  wife,  ]Mary  (Royce),  had 
the  following  children:  Sarah,  born  Sept.  8,  1708; 
Jonathan,  born  Sept.  20,  1710  (died  Sept.  2,  1753)  ; 
Amasa,  born  Aug.  24,  1712;  Rhoda,  born  Dec.  12. 
1714;  Martha,  born  Aug.  10,  1716;  Amasa,  born 
Nov.  15,  1718;  Gideon,  born  Sept.  24,  1720;  Joel, 
born  Jan.  13,  1723;  Mary,  born  Dec.  16,  1724: 
Susannah,  born  May  26,  1727;  Esther,  born  Oct. 
14,  1729.     The  mother  died  Oct.  15,  1742. 

Jonathan  Ives,  son  of  Gideon,  was  engaged  with 
his  father  in  farming.  He  died  Sept.  2,  1753,  at 
the  age  of  forty-three  years.  He  married  Abigail 
Burroughs,  Feb.  28,  1736. 

Zachariah  Ives,  son  of  Jonathan,  was  born  Jan. 
31,  1737,  and  was  a  farmer  all  his  life.  He  located 
in  the  town  of  Cheshire,  where  he  died  IMarch  9, 
1815.  His  wife,  Lois,  also  died  in  Cheshire.  Their 
children  were:  (i)  Rev.  Reuben,  born  in  1761, 
graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1785,  and  was  or- 
dained by  Bishop  Seabury  in  1786.  He  was  rector 
of  St.  Peter's  Episcopal  Church  at  Cheshire  for 
thirty  years,  and  died  Oct.  14,  1836,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five  years.  (2)  Chauncey,  born  in  1762, 
died  Nov.  17,  1778.  (3)  Lowly  married  Seth  De 
Wolf.  (4)  Jared  was  a  farmer  of  Cheshire.  (5) 
Jesse. 

Jesse  Ives  was  born  and  reared  in  Cheshire,  and 
upon  reaching  man's  estate  removed  to  the  town  of 
Meriden,  where  he  lived  and  died.  He  married 
Marilla  Johnson,  and  became  the  father  of  four 
children:  Jotham ;  Almon,  who  died  in  1896; 
Rosetta,  who  married  John  Bardon ;  and  Lyman, 
who  married   Betsy   Sanderson,   and   is   deceased. 

Jotham  Ives  was  born  on  the  home  farm  in 
Meriden,  where  he  was  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser 
all  his  life.  He  died  there  May  18.  1864,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-six  years,  and  was  buried  in  the  Z^Ieri- 
den  cemetery.  A  man  of  strong  domestic  habits,  he 
was  honorable  and  upright  in  all  his  ways,  and  held 
in  the  highest  esteen  by  those  who  knew  him  best. 
He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  but  had  no  taste  for 
party  machinery,  and  never  sought  oiYice.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  R.  Way,  who  was  born  in  IMeriden,  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Betsey  (Preston)  Way. 
They  had  children  as  follows :  Edward  ( who  died 
in  Cheshire);  Amos;  Betsey  (wife  of  Robert  W. 
Hallam)  ;  Julius  I. ;  and  Almon  J.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Amos  Ives  is  engaged  in  business  in  Meriden, 
as  a  coal  dealer ;  has  been  very  successful  and  is 
quite  well-to-do.     He  has  twice  served  as  mayor  of 


that  city,  to  which  office  he  was  elected  on  the  Dem- 
ocratic ticket,  and  proved  very  capable,  his  services- 
giving  general  satisfaction.  He  has  two  sons,  Wil- 
bur B.  and  Cleveland  A.  The  elder,  after  an  at- 
tendance of  a  year  or  two  at  the  high  school,  stud- 
ied at  a  school  in  Canada,  and  has  since  been  in 
business  with  his  father.  Cleveland  A.  graduated 
from  the  Meriden  high  school  in  1897,  and  from 
the  Wesleyan  College  in  1901. 

Julius  I.  Ives  still  resides  on  the  old  homestead, 
and  is  a  very  successful  farmer  and  stock  raiser. 
He  is  a  member  of  Hancock  Lodge,  No.  28,  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  and  is  past  grand  of  the  local  lodge.  He  has 
tW'O  children.  Minor  and  Lucretia.  The  son  has 
finished  his  school  work,  and  is  now  helping  his 
father  on  the  farm. 

Almon  J.  Ives  attended  the  district  school  of 
Meriden,  and  remained  on  the  farm  until  nineteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Plymouth,  Conn., 
and  there  he  spent  a  year  clerking  in  a  store.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  time  he  returned  to  the  home 
farm  and  engaged  in  its  cultivation  in  company  with 
his  brother  Julius  I.  Their  father  was  dead,  and  the 
brothers  continued  together  in  farming  for  fifteen 
years,  when  Almon  J.  retired  and  settled  on  the 
Allen  farm,  in  the  town  of  "Meriden.  In  1880  he 
came  to  Wallingford,  and  located  in  the  village  of 
Tracy,  where  he  set  up  in  business,  buying  out 
the  grocery  and  good  will  of  his  father-in-law. 
Here  for  over  fifteen  years  he  has  carried  on  a 
very  successful  and  popular  establishment,  dealing" 
in  groceries  and  feed.  In  1885  he  was  appointed 
postmaster  under  President  Cleveland  and  has  held 
that  position  to  the  present  time.  He  is  a  good  busi- 
ness man,  and  noted  for  fair  dealing,  courteous 
demeanor  and  unswerving  honesty. 

In  1879  Mr.  Ives  was  married  to  Miss  Ellen  A. 
Parker,  who  was  born  in  jNIeriden,  a  daughter  of 
Edward  and  Harriet  A.  (Blake)  Parker.  To  this 
union  have  come  two  children:  ^lary,  a  graduate 
;  of  the  Meriden  High  School,  class  of  1901  ;  and 
Edward  Jotham.  '\iv.  Ives  is  a  member  of  Hancock 
Lodge,  No.  28,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is  now  past  grand  of 
I  the  local  lodge. 

:         The  Parker  family,  to  which  3.1rs.  Ives  belongs, 
is  traced  back  to  John  Parker,  the  first  of  the  family 
in  this  country.     He  was  one  of  the  earlier  settlers 
\  of  Wallingford,  and  made  his  location  at  what  is 
I  known  as  Parker's  Farms,  in  the  western  part  of 
i  the  town.     He  died   in    171 1,    and    Hannah,    his 
:  widow,  survived  until  June  7,  1726.    Their  children 
i  w^ere  as  follows:     (i)  Hannah,  born  Aug.  20,  1671, 
!  married  William  Andrews  Jan.  12,  1692.     (2)  Eliz- 
abeth married  Joseph  Royce  March  24,  1693.     (3) 
John,  born  March  26,  1675,  married  Mary  Kibbe, 
i  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  Nov.   i,  1699.     (4)   Rachel, 
'\  bom   June    16,    1680,   married   Thomas   Rebyea   in 
i  1700.     (5)  Eliplialct  married  Hannah  Beach  Aug. 
'  5.   1708.     (6)    Samuel  married  Sarah  Goodsell.  of 
Middletown,  July  16,  1713.     (7)  Edward  was  born 
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in  1C92.  (8)  Mary  married  Joseph  Clark  Nov.  27, 
1707.  (9)  Abigail,  born  March  10,  1710,  married 
Jose[)h  Bradley  Dec.  8,  1765. 

Edward  Parker,  son  of  John,  the  first  settler  of 
Parker's  Farms,  grew  up  in  the  town  of  VValling- 
ford,  and  after  his  marriage  settled  in  Cheshire, 
where  he  followed  farming  all  his  life.  He  died 
Oct.  21,  1776,  and  is  buried  in  Cheshire.  He  was 
three  times  married.  Jerusha,  his  first  wife,  died 
Dec.  27,  1745-  On  Dec.  i,  1748,  he  married  Re- 
becca Ives,  who  died  May  23,  1762;  and  on  Sept. 
30,  1762,  he  was  married  to  Ruth  i\Ierriman  ]\Ier- 
win.  His  children  were  as  follows :  Ralph,  born 
Jan.  9,  1718,  married  Martha  Ives,  daughter  of 
Gideon  Ives;  Athildred,  born  July  i,  1719,  mar- 
ried Timothy  Hall  Jan.  10,  1748;  Edward,  born 
March  11,  1721,  is  mentioned  below  ;  Joel,  born  Feb. 
24,  1723,  married  Susannah  Hotchkiss  Dec.  25, 
1746;  Ephraim,  born  Aug.  23,  1725,  married  Bath- 
sheba  Parsons  Xov.  11,  1747;  Amos,  born  Nov.  26, 
1726,  died  Aug.  20,  1748;  William,  born  in  1728, 
died  May  2,  1752:  Eldad,  born  Sept.  14.  1731,  mar- 
ried Thankful  Bellamy  April  24,  1755,  and  died  July 
6,  1779;  Joseph  ]\Ierriam,  born  Feb.  2,  1734,  died 
March  21,  1734;  Joseph,  born  Oct.  9,  1735,  married 
Mary  Andrews  Islay  30,  1758. 

Edward  Parker,  son  of  Edward  Parker,  was  also 
a  farmer.  He  married  Sarah  Burroughs,  and  their 
children  were  as  follows :  Sarah  was  born  in 
Cheshire  Aug.  28,  1745 :  Elizabeth,  born  June  7, 
1748,  married  Enos  Clark,  of  Southington;  Will- 
iam was  born  June  18,  1752;  Abigail,  born  July  7, 
1755,  married  Deacon  Benjamin  Yale  Dec.  17,  1777; 
Edward,  born  April  21,  1760,  married  Rebecca  Hen- 
drick,  and  removed  to  Cazenovia,  New  York. 

William  Parker,  the  greatTgrandfather  of  Mrs. 
Ives,  was  born  in  Cheshire,  and  was  a  farmer  all 
his  life.  He  married  Desire  Bunnell,  and  of  their 
children  we  have  the  following  record :  Sarah,  born 
Nov.  7,  1779,  married  Charles  T.  Hill;  William 
married  the  widow  of  Reuben  Hull ;  Nancy  married 
Dixon  Lusk ;  Anson ;  Abigail  married  Elnathan 
Beach;  Fanny  married  Simeon  Perkins,  and  after 
his  death  Simeon  Hersey ;  and  Marcus  was  the 
grandfather  of  Airs.   Ives. 

Marcus  Parker  was  born  in  Qieshire,  where 
he  spent  his  life  engaged  as  a  carpenter  and  joiner. 
He  married  Mehitable  !Mathews. 

Edward  Parker,  son  of  ^Marcus  and  Mehitable 
Parker,  was  a  carpenter  in  early  life,  and  finally  en- 
gaged as  a  grocer  at  Tracy.  In  1882  he  sold  out  to 
his  son-in-law,  and  spent  his  last  days  in  New  Ha- 
ven, where  he  died.  He  married  Harriet  A.  Blake, 
ancl  their  daughter,  Ellen  A.,  is  Mrs.  Almon  J. 
Ives. 

JAMES  ELTON  SMITH,  one  of  the  prom- 
inent farmer  citizens  of  North  Haven,  bears  the  hon- 
orable badge  of  having  suffered  for  his  countr\''s 
liberty  during  the  Civil  war.  His  ancestors  were 
sturdy   New   Englanders,   the  first  of  the  line   in 


America,  Thomas  Smith,  coming  to  these  shores  at 
an  early  day.  He  came  by  way  of  Boston  to  New 
Haven,  where  he  was  propounded  for  a  freeman  in 
1669,  and  was  a  proprietor  in  1685.  He  evidently 
lived  in  that  part  of  New  Haven  from  which  was 
created  East  Haven,  where  Dodd  (who  writes  of  the 
early  families  of  East  Haven)  locates  him  and  many 
of  his  posterity.  In  1662  he  married  Elizabeth,  only 
daughter  of  Edward  Patterson,  one  of  the  original 
settlers  of  New  Haven. 

Thomas  Smith,  grandfather  of  James  E.,  was 
one  of  the  well-known  citizens  of  the  Northeastern 
part  of  North  Haven,  then  called  "Smithtown,"  be- 
cause of  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  that  name 
living  there,  but  now  known  as  Clintonville.  Thomas 
Smith  married  (second)  Rosanna  Hull,  and  to 
this  union  were  born :  Ebenezer,  who  married  Bede 
Bassett ;  James,  the  father  of  our  subject;  Hiram, 
who  married  Polly  Smith ;  Rosanna,  who  married 
David  Doolittle ;  and  Alartha,  wife  of  George 
Thorpe. 

James  Smith  was  born  in  Clintonville  June  11, 
1805,  and  spent  his  youthful  days  in  that  locality. 
He  was  still  a  lad  when  he  lost  his  father.  Select- 
ing the  trade  of  a  shoemaker  as  a  lucrative  one, 
Mr.  Smith  bade  fair  to  become  an  excellent  work- 
man, but  he  accidentally  thrust  an  awl  into  his  eye 
and  was  deprived  of  the  sight  of  that  member,  later 
in  life  becoming  totally  blind.  Being  thus  obliged 
to  give  up  his  trade,  farming  seemed  the  best  occupa- 
tion open  to  him,  and  he  secured  farm  work  in  var- 
ious parts  of  his  town  and  Wallingford.  He  finally 
settled  down  to  agricultural  work  on  the  homestead 
in  North  Haven,  now  occupied  by  his  son,  where  he 
and  his  wife  died,  he  in  1887.  ]Mrs.  Smith  sur- 
vived to  be  ninety  years  and  thirteen  days  old,  dy- 
ing in  -May,  1897.  Her  maiden  name  was  Emily 
Bassett,  and  she  was  a  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Pa- 
tience (Blakeslee)  Bassett.  The  children  born  to 
]Mr.  and  Airs.  Smith  were:  Sarah  Lavinia,  who 
married  Alarcus  A.  Marks,  of  Wallingford  ( a  sol- 
dier of  the  Civil  war)  ;  Edward  A.,  who  married 
Hannah  Alaria  Tucker;  Willis  L.,  who  married  Ale- 
lissa  Way,  and  lived  in  Aleriden ;  James  Elton ; 
Emily  A.,  wife  of  Isaac  L.  Doolittle,  who  resides 
with  Mr.  Smith  (he  served  through  the  Civil  war)  ; 
Sanford  B.  (also  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war),  who 
married  Sarah  Lovejoy ;  Catherine  A.,  who  resides 
with  her  brother,  and  Charles  B.,  who  married,  first. 
Alary  Boyington  (who  died  in  1888),  and  second 
Edith  Church   (who  also  died). 

James  E.  Smith  was  born  Aug.  8,  1835,  in  \Vall- 
ingford,  where  his  boyhood  days  were  spent,  and 
there  he  attended  the  district  school,  later  going  to 
work  on  a  farm  and  earning  what  were  then  consid- 
ered good  wages.  He  spent  sixteen  years  in  Wall- 
ingford, and  four  years  in  Ulster  county,  N.  Y. 
Upon  his  return  to  New  Haven  he  was  employed  by 
William  Parmelee  as  a  gardener,  but  the  tenor  of 
his  whole  life  was  changed  by  the  Civil  war.  On 
Sept.  7,  1861,  he  became  a  member  of  Company  E, 
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7th  Conn.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Charles  Palmer,  of 
Winsted,  who  died  in  the  service.  During  the 
stormy  days  which  followed,  Mr.  Smith  accom- 
panied his  regiment  through  the  battles  of  Port 
Royal,  Johnson's  Island,  Fort  Pulaski,  James  Island, 
Pocotaligo,  St.  John's  Blutif.  Fort  Wagner.  Fort 
Gregg,  Fort  Sumter,  Bermuda  Hundred,  Drury's 
BlulY,  Deep  Bottom  and  Deep  Run.  At  the  last 
named  engagement,  on  August  16,  1864,  he  was  se- 
verely wounded  in  the  leg,  and  for  one  and  one- 
lialf  years  this  gallant  anil  faithful  soldier  made 
his  way  on  crutches,  his  right  leg  being  yet  so  crip- 
pled that  it  is  stiff,  and  his  foot,  ever  so  ready  to 
follow  in  the  march,  is  crooked  beyond  help.  He 
received  his  discharge  for  disability  May  22,  1865. 
These  things  are  written  on  the"  hearts  of  the 
3'ounger  generation  and  explain  in  part  the  respect 
accorded  the  American  veteran  soldiers. 

When  able  again  to  take  up  the  duties  of  life, 
Mr.  Smith  returned  to  farm  work,  his  aged  father 
Tieedingf  his  assistance,  and  after  the  death  of  the 
father  ^Ir.  Smith  took  entire  management  of  the  es- 
tate. He  holds  a  high  position  in  the  community, 
commanding  the  unqualified  respect  of  all  who  know 
him. 

A  stanch  Republican  in  political  views,  'Sir.  Smith 
has  been  active  in  local  affairs,  and  has  been  called 
upon  to  serve  in  several  important  positions.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  board  of  relief,  and  during  the 
administrations  of  Speakers  Harrison,  Hall.  Chase 
and  Pine,  in  1881-82-83-84,  was  doorkeeper  of  the 
Connecticut  House  of  Representatives.  Socially  he 
is  connected  with  Admiral  Foote  Post,  Xo.  17,  G. 
A.  R.,  of  New  Haven.  He  has  long  been  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church  of  North  Haven. 

SAMUEL  A.  LEWIS  is  well  known  in  Xew 
Haven  business  circles  as  the  proprietor  of  an  ex- 
cellent storage  and  transfer  warehouse,  the  best 
and  largest  in  the  city.  He  was  born  in  Xauga- 
tuck.  this  county.  April  4,  1846.  son  of  Lucien  F. 
Lewis,  also  a  native  of  Xaugatuck.  Asahel  Lewis, 
his  grandfather,  was  a  farmer,  and  died  at  the 
early  age  of  thirty-five  years.  He  married  Sarah 
Atkins,  who  lived  to  be  eighty-one  years  old,  and 
they  had  five  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  de- 
ceased. 

Lucien  F.  Lewis,  the  father  of  Samuel  A.,  was 
reared  in  Xaugatuck.  where  he  followed  farming 
during  the  earlier  years  of  his  life,  and  he  was  en- 
gaged in  brickmaking  at  Southington  and  Cheshire. 
He  died  at  Soutliington  in  1878.  He  married 
Susan  Hitchcock,  a  native  of  Southington,  where 
her  father,  Samuel  Hitchcock,  was  long  a  promi- 
nent farmer.  I\Irs.  Susan  Lewis  was  one  of  a  fam- 
ily of  three  children.  To  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Lewis 
came  five  children,  tour  of  whom  are  now  living: 
Henry  D.,  who  is  in  Xew  Haven;  Samuel  A.:  Ed- 
ward M.,  a  foundryman  in  .\nniston,  Ala. ;  and 
Elliot  L.,  superintendent  of  a  wire  mill  at  Troy, 
X.  Y.     Mrs.  Lewis  died  at  tlie  age  of  sixty-eight. 


Both  parents  were  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  in  which  he  was  a  deacon,  and  they  were 
active  workers  in  both  church  and  Sunday-school. 
Their  children  were  reared  in  the  faith  of  the 
church,  and  became  members  as  they  reached  ma- 
ture years. 

Samuel    A.    Lewis    spent    his    earlier    years    in 
X'augatuck,  and  in   1853  accompanied  his  parents 
to    West    Haven,    where    the    family    resided    until 
1862.     From  that  year  until  1868  he  was  engaged 
•in   the   Cheshire   brickmaking  enterprise,    in   com- 
pany with  his  father.     Fromi  the  year  last  named 
he  was  in  Southington  with  his  father  until   1872, 
when  he  bought  out  his  father's  interest,  and  ran 
the  business  alone  until  1874.    The  ensuing  year  he 
was  in  the  brick  business  at  Xorth  Haven,  and  then 
engaged   in  trucking  at   Xaugatuck   until   1881,   in 
which  year  he  transferred  himself  to  Xorth  Haven, 
and  again  carried  on  the  manufacture  of  brick  until 
1884.      That   year    he   came    to    Xew    Haven    and 
founded   the   business    which   he   now   carries   on ; 
tmtil    1890  he   was   also  engaged   in   trucking.      In 
1893   he   finished   his  present   warehouse   in   Olive 
street,   a  magnificent   structure,   having     102     feet 
front,   168   feet  depth,  and   four  stories   in  height, 
the  entire  space  being  devoted   to  storage.     It  is 
the  largest  building  of  the  kind  in  the  city,  and 
the  business  created  now  gives  employment  to  fif- 
teen men  and  twenty  horses,  and  is  constantly  in- 
creasing.    Mr.  Lewis  is  noted  as  having  the  larg- 
est business  of  the  kind  in  the  State,  incorporated 
as   the   S.   A.   Lewis   Storage  &  Transfer   Co.,   of 
which  he  is  president.     He  has  another  warehouse, 
built  in   1884,  55  by   no  feet,  and  two  and  one- 
half   stories   high,    which   is   situated    on    Whalley 
avenue.     There  he  did  business  until   1893,   when 
he  put  up  a  building  in  Olive  street,  and  in   1898 
erected  another,  on  Brewery  street,  40  by  90  feet, 
and  two  stories  in  height.     Air.  Lewis  is  well  pre- 
pared    for     every   kind    of   work    that    belongs    to 
trucking  and  storage.      Air.  Lewis  began  life  with- 
out capital,  and  by  dint  of  his   own   energies  has 
won  a  foremost  position  among  the  better  class  of 
business   men   in   his   city,   and   the   foremost   posi- 
tion of  any  man  in  his  line,  in  either  Xew  Haven 
or  Connecticut.     He  is  a  man  of  energy,  and  has  a 
personal  knowledge  of  every  detail  of  the  immense 
business  of  which  he  is  the  head.     Personally  he 
is   a   modest,   plain   man.   enjoying  to   an   unusual 
extent  the  confidence  of  the  best  people  of   Xew 
Haven,  who  make  up  the  major  portion  of  his  pa- 
I  Irons. 

!  Mr.  Lewis  was  married  in  1870  to  Sarah  J. 
j  Pardee,  a  native  of  Cheshire,  and  a  daughter  of 
'  George  F.  Pardee,  a  farmer  of  that  town,  who 
lived  to  be  seventy-five.  Louisa  (Cook),  his  wife; 
was  born  in  Cheshire,  of  an  old  family.  They  had 
i  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  living:  Sarah 
i  J.,  Airs.  Lewis:  and  George  and  Georgia,  twins, 
;  the  former  a  resident  of  Cheshire,  the  latter  the 
i  wife  of  Edward  T.  Hall,  of  Cheshire. 
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Mr.  Lewis  is  a  Republican,  and  belongs  to  the 
Congregational  Church.  He  is  popular  in  the  city, 
and  his  friends  regard  him  highly  as  a  reliable  and 
trustworthy  man. 

GEORGE  C.  FIELD,  a  prominent  citizen  of 
I'ranford,  who  has  united  the  occupations  of  farm- 
ing and  blacksmithing  in  a  long  and  honorable  life, 
was  born  in  Killingworth,  Conn.,  March  6,  1836, 
son  of  Danford  Clark  and  Lucretia  ( Griswold ) 
Eield,  natives  of  Clinton  and  Killingworth,  respec- 
tively. 

1  he  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native 
place,  and  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade.  At  one  time 
in  his  life  he  was  a  merchant.  Locating  in  Bran- 
ford  April  I,  1836,  he  followed  farming  there  the 
balance  of  his  life,  dying  Nov.  29,  1S90,  at  the  ven- 
erable age  of  eighty-five  years.  He  had  a  numer- 
ous family,  of  whom  the  following  lived  to  maturity: 
Cynthia  J.,  who  married  James  S.  Ludington ;  John 
R.,  now  deceased;  Michael  G.,  now  deceased; 
George  C. ;  Chancellor  \V. ;  Edmimd  L,  who  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Antietam,  during  the  Civil 
war;  David  DeF.,  who  is  now  deceased;  Stillman 
K.,  now  deceased ;  James  R. ;  \'iletta  S. ;  and  Har- 
riet M.,  who  married  Elmer  Hurst.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  George  C.  Field,  James  E.  Field, 
was  a  son  of  Samuel  Field.  The  maternal  grand- 
fathef  of  JMr.  Field  was  I^Iichael  Griswold.  Both 
these  worthies  were  lifelong  farmers,  the  former  in 
Clinton,  and  the  latter  in  Killingworth. 

George  C.  Field  was  reared  in  Branford,  where 
he  has  always  lived.  Here  he  began  his  business 
career  by  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  three  and  a 
half  years  at  the  blacksmith  trade,  and  he  has  also 
carried  on  farming  in  connection  with  the  shop. 
Mr.  Field  was  married,  Aug.  2J,  1863,  to  Sarah,  a 
daughter  of  George  L.  and  ^^latilda  L.  (Dowd) 
Dowd,  of  Madison.  Air.  Field  has  been  selectman 
of  Branford,  and  in  politics  is  a  Democrat. 

REV.  WATSON  LYMAX  PHILLIPS,  D.  D.. 
pastor  of  the  Church  of  the  Redeemer,  Xew  Haven, 
was  born  in  West  Troy,  X.  Y..  Jan.  28,  1850,  son  of 
Rev.  Jonas  and  Maria  E.  (Xims)  Phillips.- 

Rev.  Jonas  Phillips  was  a  native  of  Fishkill-on- 
the-Hudson,  where  many  of  the  name  still  reside. 
He  and  his  wife  had  four  children :  Anna,  now 
a  resident  of  Ballston  Spa,  X.  Y. ;  Emma  F.,  who 
died  in  1871 ;  Watson  Lyman,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  sketch :  and  Olin  F.,  who  died  in  early 
childhood.  The  father  died  in  1883,  at  the  age  of 
si.\ty-three,  and  the  mother  lived  to  the  age  of 
eighty.  Rev.  Jonas  Phillips  was  a  teacher  in  early 
life,  and  afterward  entered  the  ministry  of  the 
.Methodist  Church,  becoming  a  member  of  the  Troy 
Conference.  He  was  a  fluent  speaker,  an  effective 
lecturer,  a  zealous  temperance  worker,  and  was 
also  active  in  missionary  work,  serving  as  treasurer 
ot  the  missionary  society  of  his  conference.  Mr. 
Phillips  enjoyed  great  popularity  wherever  he  was 


known,  and  commanded  the  highest  respect  of  all 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  He  was  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  in  politics  was 
an  ardent  Republican,  and  he  was  an  unusually  well 
informed  man  in  many  lines. 

Through  his  mother  Dr.  Phillips  is  descended 
I  from  Godfrey  Xims,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Deerfield,  Mass.,  whose  house  was  burned,  some 
of  his  children  killed,  and  others,  with  his  wife,  car- 
ried to  Canada,  at  the  time  of  the  Deerfield  massa- 
cre. 

Dr.  Phillips  obtained  his  early  education  at  pri- 
vate schools,  at  the  Poultney  (Vt.)  Academy,  and 
the  Fort  Edward  (X.  Y.)  Institute.    He  was  gradu- 
ated from  Wesleyan  University,  Middletown,  Conn.. 
in  1872,  and  then  took  a  partial  course  at  the  Theo- 
logical School  of  Boston  University,  in  the  spring 
of  1873  joining  the  Providence  Annual  Conference 
of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church.     His  first  pas- 
torates were  in  Massachusetts,  where  he  preached 
successively   in  the  churches    at    West    Duxburv. 
South   Yarmouth,   Fall   River    (the  First  Church) 
and  Xew  Bedford  (the  County  Street  Church).     In 
1880  he  was  called  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Summer- 
field  Church,   Brooklyn,   X.  Y.,  and    later    to    St. 
John's  Church,  in  that  city.    In  1888  he  became  pas- 
tor of  the  First  Church  in  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  one 
of  the  largest  and  strongest  churches  in  that  part 
of  the   State.     In    1890  he  accepted  a  call   to  the 
Church  of  the  Redeemer  (Congregationalist),  Xew 
Haven,  Conn.,  where  he  still  remains.     Dr.  Phillips 
made  the  change  of  denominations  because  of  his 
fondness  for  the  Congregational  polity  and  for  a 
settled  pastorate,  and  because  of  the  influence  of 
Presbyterian  blood  inherited  from  his  mother's  fam- 
ily.      The  Church  of  the  Redeemer  is  one  of  the 
most  prominent  churches  of  the  State,  and  is  dis- 
tinguished for  its  members'  influence  and  liberalitv. 
The  society  conducts  the  Oak  Street  Mission,  ne- 
cessitating the  employment  of  an  assistant  pastor 
and  a  lady  missionary.     This  energetic  and  active 
congregation   conducts  a  reading  room,- clubs   for 
boys  and  young  men,  a    sewing    school,    mothers' 
meeting.  Band  of  Hope,  Penny  Savings  Bank,  sing- 
ing classes,  kitchen  garden  and  the  usual  Sunday- 
school  and  gospel  services. 

Dr.  Phillips  is  well  known  as  a  lecturer  and 
after-dinner  speaker.  He  is  deeply  interested  in 
all  movements  toward  good  citizenship.  In  college 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Greek  letter  fraternities 
Alpha  Delta  Phi  and  Phi  Beta  Kappa.  He  received 
the  degree  of  M.  A.  from  Wesleyan  University  in 
course,  and  the  degree  of  D.  D.  in  1889  from  that 
institution  and  Dickinson  College.  Dr.  Phillips  is 
a  Freemason,  and  was  formerly  chaplain  of  lodges 
in  South  Yarmouth  and  Fall  River,  Mass.  He 
is  a  meml>er  of  the  Graduates  Club  and  of  the 
Congregational  Club,  both  of  X^ew  Haven,  and 
served  one  year  as  president  of  the  latter.  He  is  a 
corporate  member  of  the  American  Board  and  the 
Connecticut  Bible  Society ;  is  a  director  of  the  Con- 
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gregational  Home  Missionary  Society,  of  the  Con- 
necticut Missionary  Society  and  the  Organized 
Charities  Association,  New  Haven ;  and  has  for 
many  years  been  president  of  the  New  Haven  City 
Missionary  Association.  His  political  support  is 
given  to  the  Republican  party. 

On  June  22,  1873,  Dr.  Phillips  was  married  to 
Ella  Vernon  Stetson,  of  East  Pembroke,  Mass.,  and 
children  as  follows  have  been  born  to  this  marriage : 
Arthur  Vernon,  Frank  Lyman  and  Ruth  Palmer. 
The  eldest  son  received  his  literary  education  in  the 
common  and  high  schools,  studied  one  year  at  the 
Yale  Law  School,  and  is  now  on  the  staff  of  the 
Evening  Leader.  He  married  Miss  Charlotte  Pal- 
mer, of  New  Haven.  Fiank  L.  is  attending  Shef- 
field Scientific  School,  preparatory  to  taking  up  the 
study  of  medicine.  The  daughter  is  being  educated 
at  the  National  Park  Seminary,  Forest  Glen,  ]\Iary- 
land. 

Mrs.  Phillips  heartily  co-operates  in  her  hus- 
band's work,  and  is  a  manager  of  the  Home  for  the 
Friendless,  and  of  the  Young  Woman's  Christian 
Association  in  New  Haven.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  her 
family  has  a  fine  record  for  services  in  the  Revolu- 
tion. One  of  her  ancestors,  Cornet  Robert  Stetson, 
a  resident  of  Scituate,  Mass.,  was  active  in  Colonial 
affairs  in  his  locality  and  was  a  member  of  the 
First  Company,  Governor's  Guard.  He  owned  a 
large  tract  of  land.  Alexander  Stetson,  }ilrs.  Phill- 
ips' father,  was  born  on  the  original  tract  in  Scituate, 
and  worked  all  his  life  as  a  mechanic  and  "box  fit- 
ter." He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-four,  the  mother 
at  the  age  of  seventy-three.  They  were  identified 
with  the  Methodist  Church.  Mrs.  Phillips  is  also 
descended  from  Gov.  Thomas  Prince,  who  served 
as  governor  of  Plymouth  Colony  from  1634  to 
1638,  and  from  1657  to  1663,  and  assistant  governor 
from  1635  to  1657. 

JOHN  LINES,  an  ex-soldier  of  the  Civil  war, 
and  at  present  superintendent  of  the  burner  depart- 
ment for  the  Scovill  Manufacturing  Co.  at  Water- 
bury,  was  born  in  that  town,  then  known  as  Naug- 
atuck,  Jan.  7,  1833.  His  father,  Joseph  W.  Lines, 
a  farmer  of  Bethany,  New  Haven  county,  was  one 
of  a  large  family  of  children,  several  of  whose 
names  are  still  remembered,  viz. :  Lewis,  Linas,  Jos- 
eph W.,  Nancy  and  Julia.  Others  went  West,  and 
their  names  are  not  now  known.  Lewis  was  a  far- 
mer in  Bethany,  where  his  death  took  place ;  Linas 
went  to  Illinois  when  young,  and  was  a  fanner ; 
Julia  was  married  to  a  ]Mr.  Boughton,  and  went 
West ;  Nancy  first  married  a  ^Ir.  Sperry,  and  later 
became  the  wife  of  John  Gorham. 

Joseph  W.  Lines,  father  of  our  subject,  was  an 
axmaker  by  trade  and  later  became  an  adept  at  the 
forge,  at  which  he  worked  in  Naugatuck,  Spring 
Mills,  N.  J.,  Farmington,  Conn.,  and  Berlin,  this 
State.  At  one  time  he  was  an  overseer  at  the  Con- 
cord, N.  H.,  State  prison.     He  married  Lydia  Rus- 


sell, daughter  of  Enoch  Russell,  a  sawmiller  of 
Prospect,  Conn.,  where  her  birth  took  place,  and  to 
this  marriage  were  born  four  children :  Henry ; 
Jane;  one  that  died  in  infancy,  unnamed;  and  John, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  the  only  one  that 
survived  childhood.  The  father  was  first  a  Whig 
politically,  and  later  became  a  Republican.  He 
passed  the  declining  years  of  his  life  in  Naugatuck. 

John  Lines  spent  his  boyhood  in  Waterbury, 
in  New  Jersey  and  at  Farmington,  Conn.  At  the 
proper  age  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  machinist  in 
Bristol,  Conn.,  thoroughly  learned  the  trade,  fol- 
lowed it  at  New  Haven  for  a  time,  and  later  with 
the  Wheeler  &  Wilson  ^Manufacturing  Co.  at  Wat- 
ertown.  Conn.  He  also  worked  in  Waterbury,  and 
was  there  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  when 
he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  14th  C.  V.  I.  He  was 
detailed  as  a  musician,  and  served  two  years  and 
ten  months. 

After  returning  to  Waterbury  from  his  army 
service  Mr.  Lines  worked  at  his  trade  for  various 
employers  until  1873,  when  he  was  given  the  su- 
perintendency  of  a  contract  at  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y., 
which  occupied  his  attention  one  year.  Returning 
to  Waterbury,  he  was  employed  there  until  1881, 
when  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  a  contract  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  which  took  another  year  of  his 
time.  On  his  return,  in  1882,  he  accepted  his  pres- 
ent position  with  the  Scovill  }ilanufacturing  Co., 
\vhich  he  has  filled  with  the  utmost  satisfaction  to 
all  concerned. 

In  1857  Mr.  Lines  married  Miss  Sarah  J.  Neale, 
of  Plainville,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Neale, 
a  native  of  the  town.  This  union  has  been  graced 
with  one  child,  Clarence  W.,  who  is  in  the  employ 
of  the  Scovill  Manufacturing  Co.  Mr.  Lines  is  a 
stanch  Republican  in  politics.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  also  belongs 
to  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men.  In  religion  he 
is  a  Baptist.  He  is  universally  respected  in  the 
community  for  his  integrity  and  steady-going  hahif's. 

HERBERT  BARNES  belongs  to  an  old  and 
prominent  Connecticut  family,  of  which  he  is  a 
most  worthy  descendant.  The  first  member  of  the 
family  in  Connecticut  was  Thomas  Barnes,  who 
arrived  from  England  in  1040,  and  located  at  East 
Haven,  where  he  married.  To  this  emigrant  settler 
and  ancestor,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth,  was  born  a 
son,  Thomas  (2),  whose  birth  occurred  Aug.  26, 
1653.  This  son  married  Mary  Hubbard,  June  26, 
1675,  and  on  her  death  wedded  Abigail  Frost. 

Thomas  Barnes  (3),  son  of  Thomas  (2),  was 
born  July  26,  1687,  and  married  Mary  Leek  May 
18,  1709. 

Capt.  Joshua  Barnes,  son  of  Thomas,  was  born 
July  II,  1722,  and  married  Deborah  Woodin  Dec. 
26,  1745.  He  won  his  title  in  the  Revolution,  and 
died  June  7,  1790.     She  died  in  1782. 

Deacon  Joshua  Barnes,  son  of  Capt.  Joshua,  was 
born  in  1756,  and  died  Aug.  11,  1839.     A  patriot  of 
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the  war  of  the  Revohition.  he  first  enHsted  in  June, 
1776,  in  the  company  commanded  by  Capt.  Jacob 
Brockett.  In  1779  he  was  a  member  of  the  "Alarm 
List."  In  1797,  1798  and  1799  he  represented  his 
town  in  the  General  Assembly,  and  for  fifteen 
vears  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  North  Ha- 
ven. In  1800  he  was  chosen  a  deacon  in  Dr. 
Trumbull's  Church,  and  retained  that  position  until 
his  death,  on  Aug.  11,  1839.  His  name  appears  on 
the  United  States  Pension  Rolls  of  1832.  Deacon 
Barnes  was  an  extensive  farmer  in  North  Haven, 
where  he  was  also  engaged  in  stone  dealing.  In 
the  community  he  exercised  much  influence,  and 
was  highly  esteemed  for  his  many  good  qualities. 
Feb.  15,  1781,  he  married  Mercy  Tuttle.  who  died 
April  I,  1828.  They  became  the  parents  of  six 
children:  (i)  Joshua,  born  in  1781,  died  Nov.  25, 
1886;  (2)  Frederick,  born  July  4,  1784;  (3)  Alary, 
born  Aug.  16,  1787,  died  at  the  age  of  four  months : 
(4)  Mary  (2),  born  May  30,  1789,  was  married 
in  181 1  to  Andrew  Pierpont,  and  died  ]May  20, 
1840;  (5)  Rebecca,  born  April  5.  1791,  was  mar- 
ried in  1818,  to  Eleazer  Warner;  (6)  Byard,  born 
in  North  Haven,  Jan.  22,  1794. 

Deacon  Byard  Barnes,  youngest  child  of  Deacon 
Joshua  and  Mercy  (Tuttle)  Barnes,  was  a  prom- 
inent man  of  godly  spirit.  During  the  first  half  of 
the  century  just  closed  he  was  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  highly  honored  citizens  of  North 
Haven.  Born  near  the  close  of  the  i8th  century, 
he  early  walked  before  his  fellow  men  with  such 
sterling  worth  and  manly  piety  that  in  1824,  when 
only  thirty  years  of  age,  he  was  chosen  a  deacon 
in  the  church,  and  sustained  such  relations  until  his 
death,  Feb.  5,  i86r,  a  period  of  thirty-seven  years. 
A  devoted  Christian  and  high-minded  gentleman, 
he  died  in  the  triumph  of  faith,  leaving  to  his  chil- 
dren the  legacy  of  a  good  name,  and  the  memory 
of  a  beautiful  affection,  and  to  all  men  the  example 
of  an  upright  and  just  life. 

Deacon  Byard  Barnes  remained  at  home  until 
his  marriage  to  Dede  E.  Gill,  Nov.  6,  1816.  Soon 
after  this  he  went  to  Ithaca.  N.  Y.,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  some  two  years,  then  returned 
to  North  Haven.  A  stone  cutter  by  trade,  he  also 
worked  at  cabinetmaking  and  blacksmithing  very 
successfully,  becoming  quite  well-to-do.  He  filled 
the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years. 
By  his  first  marriage  he  had  three  children :  Au- 
gusta, born  Aug.  i,  1817;  Dede  G.,  born  Oct.  i, 
1819;  and  Ellen  A.,  born  Feb.  15,  1822:  Deacon 
Barnes  was  married  (second)  March  31,  1824.  to 
Cleora  Lindsey,  by  whom  he  had  the  following 
children:  Andrew,  born  Feb.  3,  1825;  Byard.  Dec. 
II,  1826;  Celestia  C,  Aug.  10,  1828;  [Marcus  L., 
Dec.  ID,  1830;  Eli  H.,  July  20.  1832:  Herbert,  Feb. 
4.  1834;  Stewart,  July  16,  1836;  and  Eli  Henry  (2), 
Jan.   17,  1838. 

Herbert  Barnes,  whose  birth  is  noted  in  the 
above  family,  is  one  of  the  most  important  factors 
in  the  business  life  of  Fair  Haven,  where  his  good 


sense,  sterling  honesty  and  manifest  ability  have 
won  him  success  and  the  confidence  of  the  public. 
Mr.  Barnes  has  had  but  little  assistance  from 
friends  or  fortune  in  climbing  the  heights  to  which 
he  has  attained.  His  enterprise,  well-directed  eft'ort 
and  grim  determination  to  win  out,  along  with  deal- 
ings of  the  utmost  honor,  have  contributed  es- 
pecially toward  his  prosperity,  and  he  has  arrived 
at  a  period  where  he  can  look  back  over  the  years 
and  congratulate  himself  that  so  much  has  been 
accomplished  by  his  industry  and  character. 

Mr.  Barnes  was  reared  in  North  Haven,  where 
he  attended  the  local  schools,  and  remained  at  home 
with  his  parents  until  his  marriage,  Jan.  28,  1858, 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  S.  Dickerman.  To  them  have 
been  born  two  children :  Edward  H.  and  Arthur 
D.  Edward  H.  was  born  Nov.  i,  i860,  and  on 
June  20,  1883,  married  Lula  R.  Hemmingway.  They 
have  two  children — Herbert,  born  Jan.  8,  1884,  and 
Harold  H.,  born  Aug.  28,  1886.  Edward  H. 
Barnes  now  takes  his  father's  place  in  Strong, 
Barnes,  Hart  &  Co.,  and  has  pnoved  himself  a  busi- 
ness man.  He  has  many  fine  traits  of  character, 
and  is  greatly  respected  among  all  his  associates. 
(2)  Arthur  D.,  born  Nov.  14,  1862,  was  married 
Oct.  II,  1899,  to  Anna  May  Stoner,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Elizabeth  Sylvia,  born  July  17,  1900.  He 
is  a  manufacturer  in  Philadelphia,  being  a  member 
of  the  Murray,  Barnes  &  Alurray  Co.,  manufac- 
turers of  chamois  leather.  He  is  very  prosperous 
and  a  capable  business   man. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Barnes  located 
where  he  is  found  at  the  present  time,  and  where 
he  was  successfully  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
butcher  and  stock  business  until  1872.  That  year 
he  consolidated  his  business  with  that  of  Strong 
&  Hart,  of  New  Haven,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Strong,  Barnes,  Hart  &  Co.  They  carry  on  a  whole- 
sale meat  and  cold  storage  business,  and  do  the 
most  extensive  business  of  any  firm  in  New  Ha- 
ven. In  1887  Mr.  Barnes  became  a  heavy  stock- 
holder in  the  Swift  Packing  Co.,  of  Chicago,  and 
holds  a  position  in  that  organization  as  one  of  its  di- 
rectors. He  has  practically  retired  from  active  par- 
ticipation in  business  affairs,  though  his  interest 
has  in  no  way  abated. 

Air.  Barnes  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  of  Fair  Haven.  Socially  he  is  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason,  having  been  associated  with  the  fra- 
ternity for  about  forty  years.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
politics.  His  pleasant  manner  wins  him  many 
friends,  and  he  is  one  of  the  popular  and  honored 
citizens  of  his  community. 

CHARLES  AUGUST  SCHMELZER,  one  of 
the  well-known  and  enterprising  German-Ameri- 
cans of  Meriden,  was  born  at  Werdau,  Saxony,  Ger- 
many, May  26,  1841,  and  is  a  descendant  of  a  long 
line  of  notable  ancestors. 

Gottlieb  Schmelzer,  his  grandfather,  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  same  town,  which  was  the  home  of  his 
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family,  and  devoted  his  life  to  the  manufacture 
of  woolen  goods.  A  very  successful  man,  he  left 
his  family  in  good  circumstances. 

Charles  August  Schmelzer,  Sr.,  son  of  Gottlieb 
and  father  of  Charles  August,  was  also  born  in 
Werdau  and  followed  his  father's  business.  He 
was  very  successful  and  died  at  the  age  of  forty- 
five  years.  Johanna  Wetzel,  his  wife,  was  born 
in  Werdau,  the  daughter  of  August  Wetzel.  She 
became  the  mother  of  ten  children,  eight  of  whom 
died  while  young.  Of  this  family  Charles  August 
is  the  eldest,  and  the  only  survivor ;  Bruno  died  in 
1897,  in  his  native  town.  Mrs.  Schmelzer  died  in 
1896  in  her  native  town. 

Charles  August  Schmelzer  had  a  good  educa- 
tion in  his  native  town,  and  upon  leaving  school  "was 
sent  by  his  parents  to  an  adjoining  town  to  learn  the 
woolen  manufacturing  business,  receiving  only  his 
board  for  his  four  years'  services.  Returning  home 
on  the  death  of  his  father,  in  company  with  an  uncle, 
he  took  charge  of  the  manufacturing  business,  and 
remained  with  him. until  he  reached  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years.  At  that  age  he  began  business 
for  himself,  which  he  continued  seven  years,  when 
he  had  to  give  it  up,  as  the  times  had  set  in  fatally 
against  his  trade.  Resolved  to  retrieve  his  mis- 
fortunes, he  brought  his  family  to  this  country  in 
1871,  landing  in  Xew  York.  He  found  employment 
dn  the  woolen  mills,  in  Meriden,  and  remained 
there  for  six  months.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
worked  in  the  screw  factory  of  the  Charles  Parker 
Co.,  six  months,  and  after  an  absence  of  several 
months  in  New  York  and  Albany,  came  back  to 
Meriden  in  1872,  where  he  was  again  employed  in 
the  screw  factory  of  the  Parker  Company,  and  then  • 
in  the  woolen  mill.  In  1879  the  failure  of  the  mill 
compelled  him  to  take  a  position  as  shipping  clerk, 
with  the  Malleable  Iron  Co.,  where  he  was  busy  for 
a  period  of  nine  years. 

In  1889  Mr.  Schmelzer  bought  the  coal  and 
wood  business  which  was  owned  by  George  C. 
Beadle,  and  this  has  been  his  vocation  for  the  past 
twelve  years.  In  that  time  he  has  built  up  a  verv- 
successful  business.  In  1893  he  bought  the  present 
place,  owned  at  that  time  by  Walter  Hubbard,  where 
he  has  superior  accommodations.  Here  he  has  built 
a  coal  pocket  of  ten  departments,  holding  j.ooo  tons 
of  coal,  and  made  other  improvements,  which  have 
cost  him  over  $20,000.  In  1873  ^^''-  Schmelzer 
started  a  news  depot  and  stationery  business,  which 
has  proved  very  successful.  In  1886  he  began  an 
express  business,  which  has  greatly  grown  on  his 
hands.  In  1897  he  began  the  manufacture  of  cigars, 
which  he  carries  on  both  as  a  wholesale  and  retail 
enterprise ;  this  has  proved  highly  remunerative, 
and  gives  employment  to  a  number  of  men.  'Sir. 
Schmelzer  has  e.xtensive  real  estate  interests,  and 
is  a  hustling  and  energetic  business  man. 

Mr.  Schmelzer  was  married  in  Gcrmanv  to 
Flora  Schoen,  a  daughter  of  Gottlieb  Schoen.  and  a 
native  of  Werdau.     To  this  union  were  born  ten 


children,  five  of  whom  lived  to  maturity:  Edmund, 
who  is  in  business  with  his  father ;  Oscar,  who 
married  a  Miss  ^Maloy,  and  died  in  1899;  Victor,  in 
the  drug  business  on  East  Main  street ;  Charles,  who 
lives  in  Germany  with  an  uncle;  and  Emma,  who 
graduated  from  the  high  school,  and  also  from  the 
Voung  Ladies'  Institute  at  Hoboken,  Xew  Jersey. 
In  1875  Mr.  Schmelzer  secured  the  agencv  of 
the  North  German  Lloyd  &  Hamburg  S.  S.  Line, 
which  he  still  holds,  in  local  atfairs  he  is  some- 
what prominent,  and  for  six  years  represented  the 
Fifth  Ward  in  the  city  council.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat,  but  takes  a  very  independent  stand.  In 
matters  of  education  he  takes  a  deep  interest,  and 
is  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  German-American 
School.  Air.  Schmelzer  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  his  connection  with  it 
has  been  very  prominent  and  highly  useful.  He 
has  taken  a  broad  view  of  the  commercial  interests 
of  Meriden,  and  a  letter  of  his  dated  Jan.  18,  1897, 
and  addressed  to  the  directors  of  the  board,  was 
replete  with  useful  information  and  valuable  sug- 
gestions. It  was  attended  with  much  discussion,, 
and  produced  valuable  results.  Socially  he  belongs 
to  Teutonic  Lodge,  No.  95,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  D.  O. 
H.,  and  the  Cosmopolitan  Club.  He  also  belongs 
to  the  Saengerbund,  and  was  four  years  treasurer  of 
the  Turnverein.  The  family  attends  Emanuel 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

DR.  CALVIN  L.  ELY,  a  retired  dentist  of 
Branford,  was  born  in  Cheshire,  New  Haven  Co., 
Conn.,  Nov.  7,  1828,  a  son  of  Calvin  and  Nancy 
Ely  (Alford)  Ely,  both  natives  of  Harwinton,  Con- 
necticut. 

Jacob  Ely,  the  grandfather  of  Calvin  L.,  was 
born  in  Old  Lyme,  New  London  Co.,  Conn.  He 
served  in  two  different  regiments  during  the  war 
of  the  Revolution,  holding  rank  as  a  sergeant,  tak- 
ing part  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  and  in  other 
important  engagements.  Five  of  his  brothers^ 
John,  Benjamin,  Gad,  Andrew  and  Seth,  also  took 
part  in  the  war,  Andrew  Ely  being  killed  in  a 
skirmish  at  King's  Bridge,  New  York.  After  the 
struggle,  Jacob  Ely  settled  in  Harwinton,  where 
he  carried  on  farming,  and  for  twenty-eight  years 
taught  school  in  his  own  house.  He  died  in  1836. 
He  was  twice  married,  and  his  first  wife.  Tem- 
perance Tiffany,  bore  him  three  children :  Eli, 
Aaron  and  Temperance  ( who  married  Samuel  Os- 
bornj).  For  his  second  wife  he  married  Lois 
Beebe,  daughter  of  David  and  Sarah  ( Lord )  Bee- 
be.  of  Lyme,  and  by  this  union  had  seven  children  l 
Calvin.  Clark.  Setli_.  Benjamin,  Gad.  Seabury  and 
Jacob.  The  family  were  all  well  educated,  and  sev- 
eral members  became  well  known  in  their  various 
lines.  Aaron  was  one  of  the  compilers  of  the  orig- 
inal Webster's  dictionary :  he  was  assisted  by  his 
brother  Calvin,  father  of  Dr.  Calvin  Ely.  Gad  Ely, 
who  died  in  Philadelphia  in  1837,  aged  thirty- 
nine,  was  noted  for  his  penmanship,  of  which  our 
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subject  has  several  fine  specimens ;  and  he  taught 
ornanioiital  penmanship  in  this  country  and  Ku- 
ro|K'.  lie  was  married,  but  left  no  children.  Seth 
Llv  was  a  composer  of  sacred  music,  and  he  died 
uii'niarricd  at  the  age  of  forty.  Benjamin  Ely, 
wlio  was  a  teacher  of  vocal  music,  died  young. 
Clark  Ely  died  in  Pittsburg,  Penn.,  leaving  one 
child,  now  ^^Irs.  John   Getty,  of   Pittsburg.     Sea- 

iving   a   large 


burv   Ely   died   on   Eong   Island, 
family. 

The  paternal  great-grandmother  of  Dr.  Ely  was 
E)orcas  (Andrews)  Ely,  a  daughter  of  an  old  fam- 
ily. James  Ely  was  the  son  of  William,  who  was 
a  son  of  William,  who  was  a  son  of  Richard  Ely, 
the  ancestor  of  the  family  in  this  country,  who 
came  from  Pl3-mouth,  England,  in  1660,  and  was 
among  the  first  settlers  of  Lyme.  His  wife  was 
a  sister  of  Lord  Fenwick. 

Calvin  Ely,  son  of  Jacob,  and  the  father  of 
Calvin  L.,  was  reared  in  Harwinton.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  teacher  in  early  life,  teaching  school  in 
the  States  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania.  His 
last  years  were  spent  in  Xaugatuck,  Conn.,  where 
he  died  in  1868.  He  left  two  children,  Calvin  L. 
and  Grisw^old  S.,  twins.  Griswold  S.  went  to 
Cahfornia,  where  he  died  in  1896. 

Calvin  L.  Ely  w^as  reared  and  educated  in 
Cheshire,  Conn.,  and  locating  in  Branford  in  1849, 
began  the  study  of  dentistry  in  185 1.  Three  years 
later  he  opened  an  office  for  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  New  Haven,  where  he  continued  un- 
til 1862,  when  he  recruited  Company  B,  27th 
Conn.  V.  I.,  and  went  to  the  front  as  its  captain. 
He  entered  the  service  Aug.  19,  1862,  and  took 
part  in  many  of  the  bloodiest  battles  of  the  w-ar. 
particularly  at  Fredericksburg  and  Gettysburg. 
He  was  never  wounded  or  captured.  Mustered  out 
July  28,  1863,  he  returned  to  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  New  Haven.  Dr.  Ely  organized  the 
first  cornet  band  in  the  town  of  Branford,  and  was 
organist  in  the  Baptist  Church  of  that  place  for 
over  twenty  years.  In  1890  he  gave  up  active  work, 
and  is  now  living  retired. 

On  June  5,  1850,  in  the  Baptist  Church  of 
Branford,  Dr.  Ely  married  Sarah  Beers,  only 
child  of  Lester  and  Mary  (Stedman)  Beers.  Her 
father  died  when  forty-three  years  of  age,  and 
his  widow  afterwards  married  James  Linsley. 
She  died  in  1900  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
nme  years,  six  months.  Mrs.  Ely  comes  from  an 
old  and  noted  family.  James  Beers  of  North 
Guilford,  was  her  grandfather,  and  his  father, 
James  Beers,  of  Middletown,  was  a  son  of  James 
iieers,  of  Stratford,  both  being  soldiers  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary war.  Benjamin  Stedman,  father  of 
Mary,  named  above,  was  born  in  Newbern,  X. 
C.,  was  a  sea  captain,  and  met  his  death  at  sea. 
Polly  Linsley,  his  wife,  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
Linslov.  of  Branford,  whose  wife  was  a  Whcaton. 
Mrs.  Ely's  great-grandmother,  Sila  Foote,  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  and  went  to  Newbern,  N. 


C,  to  teach  school ;  she  was  also  a  music  teacher. 
There  she  married  Benjamin  Stedman,  and  their 
son  Benjamin,  previously  mentioned,  was  the  ma- 
I  ternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Ely.  Rew  Hopson, 
j  great-grandfather  of  .Mrs.  Ely, 'was  a  sergeant  in 
j  tht  Revolutionary  war;  his  wife  was  Sarah  Tib- 
I  bals,  of  Haddam. 

I  _  Dr.  and  ]Mrs.  Ely  have  four  children:  (i) 
Frances  Anna  married  Benjamin  E.  Goodrich,. 
owner  of  the  Indian  Neck  Flotel  at  Branford,  and 
had  one  daughter,  Mabel  Ely  Goodrich.  After  his 
death,  she  became  the  wife  of  Charles  K.  Gorham. 
(2)  Adrian  Griswold  married  Elvira  Averill,  and 
has  three  children :  Esther  E.,  John  Calvin  and 
Leila  Alay.  One  child,  Adrain  Fenwick,  died  in, 
infancy.  (3)  Hattie  Alford,  a  graduate  of  the 
Branford  High  School,  was  a  teacher  in  the  gram- 
mar school,  teacher  of  music  in  several  depart- 
ments, and  instructor  of  German  in  the  High 
School ;  she  is  now  an  official  court  stenographer 
in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  is  a  notary  public,  and 
as  such  acts  in  many  important  hearings.  (4J  Lot- 
tie Af.  married  Charles  Beers,  and  has  four  chil- 
dren living,  Alaud  Beatrice,  Hazel  Ely,  ]\Iaida  Re- 
becca and  Irma  Elizabeth.  Two,  Charles  Harold 
and  Violet,  are  deceased.  On  June  5,  1900,  the 
Doctor  and  his  wife  celebrated  their  golden  wed- 
ding. About  four  hundred  guests  were  present, 
and  the  occasion  was  a  very  enjoyable  one.  Dr. 
Ely  'is  a  member  of  the  Widow's  Son  Lodge,  No. 
66,  F.  &  A.  M.  He  is  of  irreproachable  habits, 
and  is  widely  known  as  a  man  of  the  finest  char- 
acter. The  first  commander  of  Mason  Rogers  Post, 
No.  7,  G.  A.  R.,  he  has  ever  taken  a  deep  interest  ira 
the  prosperity  of  that  order.  In  politics  he  is  a, 
stanch  Republican. 

While  abroad  this  summer.  Miss  Hattie  Alford 
Ely  visited  Winchester,  England,  the  ancestral  home 
of  the  Ely  family,  where  the  genealogy  dates  back 
to  before  the  discovery  of  America.  One  of  the  an- 
cestors, John  Ely,  was  Warden  of  the  Palace  of 
the  Bishops  of  Winchester  in  1540.  The  office 
of  Warden  was  one  of  great  dignity  and  im- 
portance, ranking  next  to  that  dignitary,  the 
Bishop.  A  member  of  the  family  who  died  recent- 
ly in  England,  in  the  town  of  Ely,  was  John  Ely, 
Lord  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Ely. 

TUTTLE.  The  Tuttle  family,  of  whom  the 
late  Joel  Tuttle,  general  merchant,  Guilford,  was 
an  honored  member,  is  an  old  settled  one  in  New 
Haven  county. 

(I)    William  Tuttle,  the  first  of  that  name  in 

this   country,   emigrated   with     his    wife  ElizahLih 

from  England  in  the  "Planter,"  and   was   among 

the  earliest  settlers  on  Stony  creek,  in  East  Haven, 

i  about  the  year  1635.    At  the  time  of  sailing  his  age 

I  v.as  given  as  twenty-six.     He  was  a  man  of  cour- 

I  age,    enterprise,    intelligence,    probity    and    piety, 

i  and  was  the  equal  socially  of  anv  of  the  colonists. 

I  His  wife  died  in  1684.    We  have  the  following  rec- 
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ord  of   his   children :      Thomas,   Jonathan,    Sarah, 
Joseph,  Simon  and  Xathanicl.     Of  these, 

(II)  Joseph  Tuttle.  baptized  in  1640,  in  New 
Haven,  married,  in  1667,  Hannali  Munson,  daiigli- 
ter  of  Capt.  Thomas  AInnson.  Joseph  Tuttle  died. 
in  1690,  and  his  widow  married  Xathan  Bradley. 
He  left  the  followinrr  children :  Joseph,  born 
March  18,  1668  (mentioned  below)  ;  Samuel,  July 
15,  1670;  Stephen,  ]\Iay  20,  1673;  Joanna;  Tim- 
othy, September,  1676;  Susanna,  Feb.  20,  1679; 
Elizabeth,  July  12,  1C83;  Hannah,  Alay,  1685  (who 
died  young)  ;  and  Hannah  (  2  ) . 

(HI)  Joseph  Tuttle  married  in  Milford,  Conn., 
Nov.  10,  1691,  Elizabeth  Sanford,  and  had  chil- 
dren: Joseph,  born  Xov.  10,  1692,  who  died  in 
J761  (mentioned  below)  ;  Xoah,  born  Oct.  12, 
2694;  Catherine;  Elizabeth,  born  July  27,  1705; 
and  Thankful,  bom  Sept.  3,  1709. 

(IV)  Joseph  Tuttle  was  captain  of  a  train-band 
in  East  Haven  and  was  quartermaster  of  troops 
in  the  Second  Regiment  in  1742.  He  was  several 
times  elected  moderator,  and  was  at  various  times 
school  committeeman.  He  married  }^Iercy  Thomp- 
son, daughter  of  John  and  Mercy  Thompson,  of 
East  Haven.  She  died  in  1761.  leaving  seven  chil- 
dren: Joel,  born  Oct.  28,  1718,  who  is  mentioned 
below;  Alary,  born  Dec.  22,  1720,  who  married 
John  Heminway;  Anne  (or  Anna)  (i),  born  in 
1726;  Mercy,  born  Sept.  17,  1730,  who  married,  in 
1746,  Abraham  Heminway;  Comfort,  born  in  1732; 
Joseph,  bom  in  1734;  and  Samuel,  born  in  1741. 
Joseph  Tuttle  married  (second)  Mrs.  Sarah  Wash- 
burn, a  widov.%  and  by  her  had  three  children : 
Joseph,  Anne  (or  Anna)    (21,  and  Benjamin. 

(V)  Joel  Tuttle  married,  in  1743.  Rebecca 
Rowe,  who  was  born  in  East  Haven  in  171 3,  a 
oaughter  of  ^Vlatthew  and  Rebecca  (Mix)  Rowe, 
and  they  had  eight  children :  Stephen,  born  in 
1744;  Joel,  born  in  East  Haven,  Conn.,  Aug.  21, 
1746;  David,  born  Sept.  29.  1749;  Abraham,  born 
Nov.  17,  1750;  Mercy,  born  in  April,  1752,  who  in 
1781  married  Joshua  Barnes ;  Rebecca,  born  Dec. 
20,  1755,  who  in  1781  married  Joseph  Bracket; 
Christopher,  born  Sept.  26,  1759;  and  Alary  A., 
born  April  11,  1764. 

(VI)  Joel  Tuttle,  son  of  Joel,  about  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Revolution  moved  to  Guilford.  He  was 
twice  married,  on  Jan.  6.  1774,  to  Anna  Woodward, 
who  was  born  in  East  Haven  X'ov.  30,  1749,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Alary  Woodward.  She  died  in 
October,  1775,  in  Guilford,  without  issue,  and  for 
his  second  wife  Joel  Tuttle  wedded,  in  Guilford, 
Oct.  15,  1778,  Elizabeth  Fowler,  a  native  of  Guil- 
ford. They  had  seven  children :  Sarah,  born  July 
12,  1779;  Elizabeth  and  Anna  (twins),  Alarch  11, 
1782;  Rebecca,  Feb.  22,  1785;  Polly.  Sept.  6,  1787; 
Julia,  June  8,  1790:  and  Joel,  the  only  son,  a  sketch 
of  whom  immediately  follows.  The  father  of  these 
died  Nov.  30,  1822,  the  mother,  who  belonged  to 
one  of  Guilford's  oldest  families,  passing  away 
Sept.  26,  1842,  aged  over  ninety-one  years. 


(VII)  Joel  Tuttle,  born  in  Guilford,  Alav  8, 
1792,  died  Alay  i,  1855.  He  received  only  a  lim- 
ited common-school  education  in  his  native  town, 
but  in'  his  later  years  was  a  great  reader  and  dili- 
gent student,  and  became  remarkably  well  edu- 
cated by  his  own  efforts.  He  early  showed  an  in- 
clination for  business  pursuits,  and  he  was  trained 
for  mercantile  trade,  which  he  successfully  fol- 
lowed until  1850.  His  store  was  on  Broad  street, 
west  of  the  new  residence  which  he  occupied  as  a 
homestead  in  the  latter  days  of  his  life.  He  was 
very  energetic  and  industrious,  prospering  in  his 
affairs,  and  became  one  of  the  leading  business  men 
of  his  part  of  the  country.  The  care  of  a  farm  also 
received  his  attention,  and  he  was  much  interested 
in  the  construction  of  the  Shore  Line  Railroad. 
He  had  a  clear  judgment  and  his  integrity  was  un- 
sullied. Hence  his  advice  on  business  matters  was 
often  sought,  and  many  safely  rested  on  his  coun- 
sels. He  manifested  a  warm  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  the  town,  and  his  fellow  townsmen  showed  their 
appreciation  of  his  worth  by  electing  him  to  various 
positions  of  honor  and  trust.  He  was  a  judge  of 
the  probate  court,  and  served  as  a  representative 
from  Guilford  in  the  State  Legislature.  Although 
not  a  member  of  any  Christian  church,  he  lived  a 
life  of  the  strictest  morality,  and  was  esteemed  as 
a  just  and  upright  man. 

Joel  Tuttle  was  married  April  25,  1851,  to  Lucy 
E.,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Harriet  Sage,  of  Crom- 
well, Conn.,  and  two  children  came  to  them:  Joel 
Edward,  born  Alarch  8,  1852,  died  Aug.  29,  same 
year.  William  Sage,  born  Dec.  28,  1853,  died  July 
27,  1867.  He  was  a  youth  of  unusual  promise,  and 
his  intellectual  development  was,  for  one  of  his 
years,  unusual.  His  mother  fitly  perpetuated  his 
memorv  by  giving  Olivet  (Mich.)  College  a  memor- 
ial library  fund  of  $15,000.  Airs.  Tuttle  was  a 
wom.an  of  many  excellent  qualities,  and,  like  her 
husband,  was  much  esteemed  in  this  community. 
The  Tuttle  homestead  is  now  occupied  by  her  sis- 
ter, Aliss  Clarissa  I.  Sage. 

Sage.  The  Sage  family,  of  which  Aliss  Clar- 
issa I.  Sage  is  a,  member,  is  an  old  and  highly  hon- 
orable one  of  Connecticut,  and  is  of  Welsh  origin. 

(I)  David  Sage,  the  first  of  the  name  in  Con- 
necticut, was  born  in  1639  in  Wales,  at  an  early 
age  coming  to  America,  and  about  1652  settling  in 
Aliddletown,  Aliddlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he 
passed  the  rest  of  his  days,  dying  in  1703;  his  re- 
mains were  interred  in  what  is  now  known  as  River- 
side cemetery,  where  the  stone  marking  his  grave 
is  still  to  be  seen.  In  February,  1664,  he  married 
Elizabeth  Kirby,  daughter  of  John  Kirby,  and  by 
her  had  four  children  :  David,  born  in  1665  ;  John, 
bom  in  1668,  who  married  Hannah  Starr:  Eliza- 
beth, born  in  1670;  and  Alary,  born  in  1672.  In 
1673  David  Sage  married  for  his  second  wife  Alary 
Wilcox,  by  whom  he  also  had  four  children : 
Jonathan,  born  in  1674;  Timothy,  bom  in  1678; 
Xathaniel;  and  Alarcy,  born  in  1680. 
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(II)  Timothy  Sage,  born  in  Middlctown  in 
i(i7K,  was  a  lanc'lowncr  and  farmer  in  Cromwell, 
Midiik>cx  county,  dying  there  in  1725,  and  the 
•  ravotonc  still  marks  his  resting  place  in  the  old 
ruiutirv  of  that  town.  He  married  Margaret  Hoi-, 
li.rt.  i>f'Cromwell,  and  by  her  had  seven  children: 
>.iiiiiR-l.  born  in  1709;  Timothy,  born  in  1714,  who 
jrarrii'il  -Marv  Warner,  and  resided  in  Cromwell; 
MiTCv,  born  in  1712;  Mary,  born  in  1716;  David, 
!">ni  in  1718,  who  married  Sarah  Stockings,  and 
u>idcd  in  Portland,  Conn,  (he  was  a  deacon  in  the 
vluircli);  Solomon,  born  in  1720,  who  married 
Hannah  Kirby  (he  w^as  a  deacon  in  the  church;  ; 
and  Amos,  born  in  1722.    Of  these, 

(HI)  Deacon  Amos  Sage  was  born  in  Crom- 
well, and  spent  his  entire  life  there,  dying  in  1759. 
He  married  Rebecca  Willcox,  and  they  had  a  fam- 
ilv  of  eight  children:  Amos,  born  in  1747,  mar- 
ried Mary  Lewis,  and  resided  in  Cromwell;  Will- 
iam was  born  in  1748;  Hezekiah,  born  in  1750,  re- 
sided in  Salem,  Mass.;  Xathan,  born  in  1752,  mar- 
ried Huldah  Ranney,  and  resided  in  Cromwell ; 
Rebecca,  born  in  1754,  married  a  Mr.  Riley;  Elisha, 
born  in  1755,  married  ^lartha  Montague,  and  re- 
sided in  Cromwell;  Abigail,  born  in  1756,  married 
a  .Mr.  Swift;  Submit,  born  in  1759,  married  a  ^Ir. 
Willitts. 

(I\')  William  Sage  was  born  in  1748  in  the 
town  of  Cromwell,  and  was  there  reared  and  edu- 
cated. Fired  with  patriotism  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
l\t.volutit)nary  war,  he  left  family  and  business  and 
enlisted  in  the  army  of  patriots.  As  captain  he 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  was 
present  at  other  places  in  this  State  wdien  the  citi- 
zens were  called  ufKjn  to  resist  invasion  by  the 
enemy.  He  died  in  183 1,  the  community  thereby 
losing  a  good,  upright  citizen,  one  of  the  most 
highly  respected  in  the  county.  His  remains  re- 
l)ose  in  the  old  cemetery.  William  Sage  married 
J'.athsheba  Hollister,  and  they  had  fourteen  chil- 
dren :  William,  born  in  1768,  married  Elizabeth 
Cook  and  resided  in  ]^Iiddletown :  Betty,  born  in 
1769,  married  G.  Butler;  Josiah  (known  as  "Colo- 
nel"'),  born  in  1770,  married  Sarah  Savage,  and 
resided  in  Cromwell;  George,  born  in  1772,  mar- 
ried .Harriet  Edwards  and  resided  in  Cromwell, 
Conn,  (he  died  an  1808);  Roswell,  born  in  1778. 
died  young;  Sally,  born  in  1780,  married  a  Mr. 
Deming;  Levi,  born  in  1782,  died  young;  Roswell, 
born  in  1784,  died  young;  Clarissa,,  born  in  1785, 
married  J.  Butler;  Isaac,  sketch  of  whom  follows; 
.Xathan  was  born  in  1788;  Orrin,  born  in  1791, 
<.'eil  in  1875;  Sophy,  born  in  1794,  died  aged  fifty; 
and  Su>an.  born  in  1795,  married  a  jNIr.  \\'hite. 

(  \  )  Isaac  Sage,  father  of  the  late  Airs.  Joel 
I  mtle  and  Miss  Clarissa  I.  Sage,  of  Guilford,  was 
byrn  in  1786  in  the  town  of  Cromwell,  Middlesex 
Co.,  Conn.,  and  received  a  liberal  education. 
Learning  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner,  he  fol- 
lowed same  all  his  life,  and  in  connection  was  a 
contractor   and    builder    in   both    :Middletown    and 
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Cromwell.  He  was  a  very  domestic  and  temperate 
man  in  his  habits,  for  many  years  a  deacon  in  the 
Congregational  Church  of  Cromwell,  and  was 
widely  known  and  universally  respected. 

In  1812  Isaac  Sage  married  Harriet  Sage,  who. 
was  born  in  1791,  a  daughter  of  Lemuel  and  Lois 
(Savage)  Sage,  and  granddaughter  of  Lewis  S. 
and  Deborah  (Ramey)  Sage,  of  Cromwell.  To 
this  union  came  eight  children,  all  daughters: 
Lucy  E.,  born  in  1814,  married  Joel  Tuttle,  and 
both  are  now  deceased.  Harriet  Maria,  born  in 
1817,  married  Annis  Alerrill,  an  attorney  at  law  of 
Boston,  Mass.,  and  they  reside  in  San  Francisco. 
Miss  Bathsheba,  born  in  1818,  lives  in  Cromwell. 
Jane  E.  married  Rev.  Edgar  Doolittle.  Mary  Ann 
died  young.  M'iss  Clarissa  I.,  a  lady  of  culture  and 
refinement,  most  highly  respected,  has  traveled 
over  both  the  American  and  European  continents ; 
she  has  a  beautiful  home  in  Guilford.  Almira  is_ 
the  deceased  wife  of  Rev.  William  Corning.  Ade- 
laide died  in  childhood.  The  mother  of  this  fam- 
ily was  called  from  earth  in  1868.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  beloved  by 
all  who  knew  her. 

THEODORE  D.  L.  MAXVILLE,  for  many 
years  Clerk  of  the  City  Court  and  former  Super- 
hitendent  of  Charities  of  Ansonia,  is  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  that  place,  and  his  biography 
will  be  read  with  more  than  ordinary  interest. 

j\Ir.  Manville  was  born  Jan.  13,  1843,  i"  Aliddle- 
bury,  New  Haven  county,  and  is  descended  from 
good  French  Huguenot  stock,  the  family  in  this 
country  being  traced  to  three  brothers  who  came 
from  France  at  an  early  day  and  settled  in  Con- 
necticut. Uri  ]\Ianville,  our  subject's  grandfather, 
was  born  in  Middlebury  and  passed  his  life  there 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  his  death  occurring  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two.  He  was  prominent  in  local 
affairs,  holding  various  township  offices,  and  was 
extremely  popular  in  the  community,  being  famil- 
iarly called  "Uncle  Uri"  by  young  and  old.  His 
wife,  Betsey  Strong,  a  native  of  Southbury,  died 
when  eighty  years  of  age.  Both  were  connected 
with  the  Congregational  Church.  Their  family 
consisted  of  two  daughters  and  five  sons,  none  of 
whom  are  now  living. 

William  ]\Ianville,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  Middlebury,  and  during  his  active  years 
followed  the  carpenter's  trade  there  and  at  Wood- 
bridge.  He  died  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years,  and 
was  buried  at  Aliddlebury.  His  wife.  Maria  C. 
Lord,  was  born  in  Woodbridge.  the  daughter  of 
Ransom  and  Chloe  Lord.  She  survived  him :  mar- 
ried for  her  second  husband  Henry  Richardson,  a 
resident  of  W^oodbridge,  and  died  aged  seventy- 
lour  vears.  Throughout  her  life  she  was  a  consist- 
ent member  of  the  Congregational  Churchy  in 
Woodbridge.  She  had  six  children  by  her  first 
mp.rriage  and  one  by  her  second,  and  four  of  the 
former  are  now  living:     (i)  Uri  D.  is  a  dealer  in 
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sewing  machines  and  pianos  in  Xew  Haven.  (2) 
Harvey  W.  is  superintendent  of  the  yard  work  at 
the  Farrell  Foundry  and  Machine  Co.,  in  Ansonia. 

(3)  Theodore  D.  L.  was  next  in  the  order  of  birtli. 

(4)  Albert  P.,  a  commercial  traveler,  resides  in 
New  Haven.  Jane  A.,  a  daughter  by  her  second 
marriage,  married  Edgar  C.  Squires,  and  resides  in 
Fair  Haven,  Connecticut. 

Theodore  D.  L.  Manville's  boyhood  was  spent 
in  Middlebury,  and  as  he  was  but  six  years  old 
when  his  father  died,  he  made  his  home  with  his 
grandfather,  Uri  Alanville.  He  received  a  com- 
mon-school education,  and  wiien  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  entered  the  employ  of  the  Ameri- 
can Fish  Hook  and  Xeedle  Co.,  of  Xew  Haven,  re- 
maining with  them  two  years.  He  then  removed 
to  M'iddlebury,  Conn.,  and  for  the  next  fixe  years 
he  worked  in  a  woolen  factory  there,  owned  by  his 
father-in-law.  On  removing  to  Ansonia,  in  1870, 
he  engaged  in  business  as  a  shoe  dealer,  and  two 
years  later  took  a  position  in  the  case  department 
of  the  Ansonia  Qock  Co.,  was  there  some  two 
years,  and  was  then  with  the  Farrell  Foundry  and 
Machine  Co.,  in  the  wheat  roll  department,  under 
Charles  ]Moore,  then  superintendent,  until  1893. 
In  the  latter  year  he  was  appointed  Superintendent 
of  Charities,  but  a  change  of  administration  caused 
his  retirement  in  December,  1895.  On  Jan.  i,  1896, 
he  was  appointed  Clerk  of  the  Citv  Court  for  one 
year,  and  in  July,  1897,  l^c  was  again  appointed  to 
serve  until  July,  1899.  He  still  holds  the  position 
by  appointment.  In  December,  1897,  Mr.  Man- 
ville  was  re-appointed  Superintendent  of  Charities, 
and  was  retained  in  that  incumbency  until  Jan.  i, 
1900,  discharging  the  duties  with  marked  efficiency, 
the  books  and  accounts  being  kept  by  him  person- 
ally. In  Xovember,  1900,  he  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Lower  House  of  the  State  Legislature,  and 
was  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Labor.  He 
affiliates  with  the  Republican  party,  and  has  always 
been  active  in  politics,  servmg  as  chairman  of  ward 
committee,  member  of  town  committee,  registrar  of 
voters,  and  in  other  offices. 

On  Oct.  II,  1864.  Mr.  Manville  married  ]\Iiss 
Sarah  E.  Dews,  a  native  of  England,  and  daughter 
of  George  and  Ann  Dews.  She  died  aged  twenty- 
six  years,  and  he  later  married  Miss  Ella  J.  Wood- 
in,  of  Chelsea,  Mich.,  who  was  born  in  Seymour, 
Conn.,  daughter  of  Aner  F.  Woodin.  a  carpenter: 
the  latter  married  Delight  Bronson,  a  sister  of  Dea- 
con Orin  H.  Bronson,  a  leading  lumber  dealer  of 
Waterbury.  By  his  first  marriage  our  subject  had 
two  sons:  (i  )  Charles  FL,  who  has  been  for  some 
years  employed  as  an  electrician  with  the  Rubber 
Glove  Co.,  of  X'augatuck.  married  Margaret 
Lasher,  and  has  two  children,  Eleanor  M.  and 
Charles  Theodore.  (2)  Edwin  A.,  superintendent 
of  the  Ansonia  Electrical  Co.,  married  Miss  Hat- 
tie  S.  Judson,  and  has  two  daughters,  Ethel  Mav 
and  Elizabeth.  By  the  second  marriage  our  subject 
has  two  children  :    Miss  Sadie  E.,  a  talented  young 


lady,  who  is  assistant  city  clerk ;  and  A.  Theodora, 

I  a  pupil  in  the  high  school.     The  family  is  actively 

interested  in  the  work  of  the  Methodist'Church  anil 

Sunday-school.     Mr.  Manville  is  also  prominent  in 

various  fraternal  orders,  notalfly  the  L  O.  O.  F., 

belongmg  to  Xaugatuck  Lodge,  Xo.  63,  with  which 

he  united   March   18,   1874,  and  to  Hope  Encamp- 

i  ment,  Xo.  26.;  he  has  passed  the  chairs  in  both  the 

I  societies.     He  also  passed  the  chairs  of  the  Grand 

\  Encampment    of    the     State,    having   been    Grand 

:  Patriarch  in  1893-94,  and  was  sent  as  a  representa- 

tive  at  Atlantic  City,  X.  J.,  to  the  Sovereign  Grand 

Lodge,  in   1895,  and  in  1896  to  Dallas.  Texas.     In 

i8rj8  he  visited  the  Boston  session  of  the  Sovereign 

;  Grand  Lodge.     In  1899  t'^e  fiftieth  anniversary  of 

j  the  lodge  was  celebrated.  Mr.  Manville  being' one 

I  of  tlie  oldest   members  present.       He    also    holds 

:  membership  in  Sylvan  Lodge,  Xo.  5.  Daughters  of 

I  Rebekah,   at  Seymour.      Mr.   Manville  has   passed 

'  the  chairs  in  Friendship  Lodge,  Xo.  34,  A.  O.  L^ 

\\'.,  of  which  he  was  a  charter  member,  and  in  the 

I  Order  of  Red  Men,  at  Ansonia,  being  past  sachem 

'  of  Wepawong  Tribe,  Xo.  7  (since  dissolved).     He 

I'.elped  to  organize  the  Ancient  Essenic  Order  in 

I  Ansonia  some  years  ago,  but  it  has  also  been  di^- 

j  solved. 

\         THO]\IAS  EL^NIES  (deceased)   was  for  many 
1  years  identified  with  the  commercial  and  municipal 
i  growth  and  prosperity  of  Derby,  of  which  city  his 
]  widow  is  still  an  esteemed  resident.  His  father,  who 
was  also  named  Thomas,  was  one  of  three  brothers 
— the  others   being  Abner  and  Lazelle — who  emi- 
grated from  Old  to  Xew  England.     Thomas  Elmes, 
Sr.,  married  Lydia  Coles,  and  shortly  after  their 
union   the   young  pair   took   up   their   residence   in 
Philadelphia.     They  were  the  parents  of  ten  chil- 
dren :     Lydia.  Phoebe,  Maria,  Thomas,  Mary,  An- 
gelina.  David   B.,  Henry   M.,   Fannie  and  an  un- 
christened  infant.     Of  this  numerous  progeny  only 
one  daughter  Fannie,  is  yet  living,  residing  in  Phila- 
delphia.    Phoebe  died  there  recently. 

Thomas  Elmes  was  born  in  that  city  Aug.  it^, 
1818.  His  school  days  over,  he  became  associated 
with  his  father,  then  a  dealer  in  hats,  caps  and  furs, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  left  the  city  of  his- 
birth  to  become  a  resident  and  merchant  of  Quincv, 
111.  Previous  to  that  emigration,  however,  on  June 
19,  1839,  he  had  married  Lucy  R.  Atwater,  concern- 
ing whose  ancestry  more  will  be  said  in  a  succeeding 
paragraph.  His  wife  accompanied  him  to  Illinois, 
but  their  Western  experience  was  not  of  a  sort  to 
induce  them  to  make  their  permanent  home  in  the 
"Prairie  State,"  and  in  1848  they  returned  East, 
finally  taking  a  residence  in  Birmingham,  Conn., 
where  Mr.  Elmes  died.  Xov.  15,  1880.  Even  in 
boyhood  he  displayed  mechanical  ability  of  no  com- 
mon order  and  on  his  settling  in  Birmingham  was 
n^ade  superintendent  of  the  Birmingham  Iron  and 
Steel  Works,  in  which  his  father-in-law.  Mr.  Charles 
Atwater,  was  a  large  stock  holder.     He  continued 
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to  discliarj^e  the  arduous  duties  of  this  responsible 
position  with  marked  ability  and  fidelity  until  1876, 
when  failing  health  compelled  him  to  retire  to  pri- 
vate life. 

Mr.  Elmes  was  a  stanch  Democrat,  and  stood 
Jiigli  in  the  councils  of  his  party.  For  many  years 
Jie  was  an  influential  member  of  the  State  Central 
Committee.  In  1871-72  he  represented  the  Fifth 
Di.'^trict  in  the  State  Senate,  and  in  1875-76  was  the 
cliosen  delegate  from  Derby  to  the  Lower  House. 
In  both  positions  he  brought  to  bear  upon  the  dis- 
charge of  his  official  duties  native  shrewdness  and 
well  developed  executive  ability.  In  1876  he  was  a 
delegate,  from  the  New  Haven  district,  to  the  Na- 
tional Convention  which  nominated  Tilden  and  Hen- 
<Jricks.  From  what  has  been  said,  Air.  Elmes'  pop- 
ularity may  be  inferred.  It  may  be  said  to  have 
been  attributable  to  his  unfailing  courtesy,  his  faith- 
fulness as  a  friend,  and  his  worth  as  a  man.  His 
death  was  deeply  mourned  by  citizens  of  Derby, 
without  distinction  of  political  or  religious  creed. 
He  was  a  jNIason  of  high  degree,  a  Knight  Templar 
and  an  Odd  Fellow,  being  a  member  of  King  Hiram 
Lodge,  of  Birmingham,  the  New  Haven  Command- 
ery,  and  Housatonic  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. 

Mrs.  Elmes  can  trace  her  English  ancestrv'  back 
to  the  days  of  Charlemagne.  Her  maiden  name, 
Atwater,  is  a  corruption,  through  Attwater,  from 
Outwater.  She  is  the  great-great-great-grand- 
daughter of  David  Atwater,  who  was  born  in  Eng- 
land in  1615.  From  him  the  line  of  descent  runs 
through  Ebenezer,  James  and  Timothy  to  Charles, 
Mrs.  Elmes'  father.  Timothy  Atwater,  her  grand- 
father, w^as  born  in  1749,  and  was  the  owner  of  a 
large  farm,  which  is  now  the  site  of  a  very  consider- 
able portion  of  the  city  of  New  Haven,  including 
York  Square.  He  was  a  gentleman-farmer,  fond  of 
books,  and  a  man  of  ability  and  education.  He 
died  in  1824.  He  married  Susan  ]\Iacomber,  a 
lady  of  Scotch  descent,  w'ho  was  according  to  extant 
tradition,  the  greatest  beauty  in  New  Haven.  Nine 
children  were  born  to  them  of  whom  Charles,  Mrs. 
Elmes'  father,  was  the  seventh.  The  others,  in  the 
•order  of  their  birth,  were  Susan,  Sarah,  Flarriet, 
Julia,  Jeanette,  James,  Robert  and  Henry. 

Charles  Atwater  was  born  in  New  Haven,  where 
after  reaching  manhood,  he  engaged  in  the  dry- 
goods  business  with  Joel  Root,  his  father-in-law,  in 
^vhich  he  continued  for  nearly  eighteen  years.  He 
was  eminently  successful,  and  little  by  little  became 
interested  in  banking  in  both  Xew  Haven  and  New 
^  ork,  and  was  made  president  of  the  Mechanics' 
Bank  of  the  latter  city.  He  was  also  the  founder 
of  the  Birmingham  Iron  and  Steel  Works  of  Derby, 
investing  about  $300,000  in  the  plant,  and  acting  as 
president  and  manager  of  the  company  from  the 
time  of  its  organization  until  his  death.  He  owed 
his  influence  not  so  much  to  his  wealth  as  to  his  gen- 
erous nature  and  his  moral  worth.  In  politics  he 
was  first  a  Whig  and  afterward  a  Republican ;  his 
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Church,  of  which  he  was  a  devoted  member  and  to 
which  he  was  a  liberal  contributor.  He  married 
Miss  Lucy  Root,  who  was  born  in  Southington, 
Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Joel  Root,  who  traced  his  line- 
age back,  through  five  generations,  to  John  Root, 
who  was  born  in  1608.  A  distinctively  martial  spirit 
has  characterized  the  family  since  their  emigration 
from  England,  which  was  chiefly  due  to  a  refusal  to 
serve  in  the  army  of  "Old  Ironsides."  Stephen,  the 
son  of  John  Root,  the  American  progenitor  of  the 
family,  was  a  man  of  extraordinary  stature  and 
phenomenal  physical  strength.  He  stood  six  feet 
six  inches  in  his  stockings.  In  athletic  sports — 
wrestling,  boxing  and  running — he  was  especially 
expert,  frequently  "outclassing"'  the  fleetest  Indian 
runners.  Timothy,  Stephen's  son,  was  the  great- 
great-grandfather  of  Airs.  Elmes'  mother.  Timothy 
(born  in  1681 )  was  the  son  of  Stephen  and  father  of 
Jonathan.  The  next  Root  in  the  descending  line 
was  Elisha,  the  maternal  great-grandfather  of  Airs. 
Elmes,  he  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  army, 
and  was  stationed  in  New  York,  dying  at  East 
Chester,  on  his  way  home.  Joel  Root,  the  maternal 
grandfather  of  Airs.  Elmes  followed  a  sea-faring 
life  in  his  youth,  but  later  became  a  dry-goods  mer- 
chant. He  was  originally  a  resident  of  Southing- 
ton,  but  subsequently  removed  to  New  Haven.  Airs. 
Elmes,  as  has  been  said,  survives  her  husband  and 
is  esteemed  in  Derby  for  those  traits  which,  when 
happily  combined,  go  to  make  up  the  estimable 
woman  and  valued  citizen. 

WILLIAAI  DAGGETT  BRYAN  was  in  his 
day  a  well-known  merchant  tailor  and  prominent 
citizen  of  New  Haven,  where  his  widow  still  re- 
sides, at  No.  198  Crown  street. 

Air.  Bryan  was  born  Alay  13,  1819,  in  New 
Haven,  son  of  Oliver  Bryan  and  grandson  of  Alajor 
Oliver  Bryan,  who  died  in  Alilford,  this  county. 
Oliver  Bryan,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Alilford,  and,  coming  to  New  Haven,  engaged  in 
the  merchant  tailoring  business,  which  he  followed 
until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years.  He 
prospered,  and  did  much  toward  the  improvement 
of  his  section  of  the  city,  erecting  several  houses, 
among  them  the  one  in  wbich  the  widow  of  his  son 
William  D.  now  resides,  which  was  built  about 
1840.  He  also  put  up  the  buildings  at  Nos.  200-202^ 
and  No.  210  Crown  street,  and  that  at  Nos.  194- 
196,  occupied  by  the  Young  Alen's  Republican 
Club.  Oliver  Bryan  married  Phoebe  Gorham,  a 
native  of  New  Haven,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven  years,  and  six  children  blessed  their  union,^ 
only  two  of  whom,  Oliver  and  Stephen  G.,  sur- 
vive. The  former  is  a  real-estate  broker  in  New 
York  City,  where  he  resides.  Stephen  G.  is  a  com- 
mercial traveler,  with  office  in  Boston.  Another 
one  of  the  sons.  Benjamin  Sherman  Bryan,  went 
to  California  with  the  "forty-niners."  and  remained 
in  the  State  a  number  of  years,  keeping  a  hotel. 
He  returned  East,  and  died  in  Saybrook,  Conn.,  at 
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the  age  of  fifty.  On  Xov.  i6,  1868,  he  married 
Miss  M.  Louise  Hayden,  a  native  of  Essex,  Conn., 
and  they  had  one  son,  OHver,  now  making  his 
home  in  New  York  City,  who  married  Bessie  Ida 
Gitt,  of  New  Oxford,  Penn.  Mrs.  M.  Louise 
(Hayden)  Bryan  resides  with  the  widow  of  her 
husband's  brother  WilHam,  ]Mrs.  Mary  AL  Bryan, 
in  the  city  of  New  Haven. 

William  D.  Bryan  learned  the  merchant  tailor- 
ing business  with  his  father,  and  after  the  latter's 
death  carried  on  the  establishment  successfully  on 
bis  own  account  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
June  I,  1884.  Mr.  Bryan  was  a  man  of  the  strict- 
est integrity  in  all  his  transactions,  esteemed  wher- 
ever he  went,  and  socially  was  one  of  the  most 
genial  and  companionable  of  men,  winning  numer- 
ous friends  by  his  amiable  disposition  and  engaging 
manners.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Quinnipiac 
Club,  the  Xew  Haven  Grays,  Connecticut  \'olun- 
teer  Militia^  tlie  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, 'in  which  latter  he  reached  the  thirty-sec- 
ond degree,  affiliating  with  Wooster  Lodge,  F.  & 
A.  ^L,  the  Council,  Chapter  and  Commandery. 
His  political  support  was  given  to  the  Republican 
party,  and  he  was  a  stanch  friend  of  Gov.  English. 
Mr.  Bryan  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
attending  first  at  St.  Thomas,  later  at  Trinity. 

On  Sept.  I,  1852,  Air.  Bryan  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mary  Miles  Brown,  a  native  of  Xew 
Haven,  who  survives  him.  All  the  children  born 
of  this  union  are  deceased. 

Jacob  Brown,  father  of  ]\Irs.  Bryan,  was  born 
in  Xew  Haven,  son  of  Walter  Brown,  a  sea  cap- 
tain, who  made  his  home  in  that  city.  Jacob  Brown 
carried  on  a  grocery  store  in  Chapel  street  until  his 
death,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-three  years.  He 
married  Henrietta  Miles,  also  a  native  of  X'e.w  Ha- 
ven, and  three  children  were  born  to  them,  of 
■whom  Mary  Allies,  Airs.  Bryan,  is  the  only  sur- 
vivor. The  others  were  Henrietta  and  Sarah. 
Mrs.  Brown  died  at  the  age  of  thirty.  Her  father, 
Capt.  John  Allies,  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-one.  By  calling  he 
was  a  sea  captain,  and  his  vessel  was  once  captured 
by  the  French,  and  Airs.  Bryan's  claim  against  the 
French  Government  is  on  file  in  Washington. 

SAAIUEL  P.  CRAFTS,  president  of  the  Quin- 
nipiac Brick  Co.,  and  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Xew  Haven,  has  led  an  interesting 
career.  Though  his  life  has  been  a  busy  and  use- 
ful one,  it  has  been  diversified  by  travel  and  con- 
tact with  people  of  every  condition,  and  luitil  the 
past  few  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  business 
enterprises  demanding  constant  activity  in  their 
supervision.  ',      «    II 

The  family  from  which  Air.  Crafts  springs  is 
one  of  the  oldest  in  Connecticut,  the  first  of  his  line 
coming  to  America  in  1630.  Edward  Crafts,  his 
grandfather,  a  native  of  Pomfret,  Conn.,  settled  in 
Derby,  this  State,  where  he  followed  the  medical 
profession  until  his  death,  which  was  caused  by  a 


fall  from  a  horse.  He  had  quite  a  numerous  fam- 
ily, of  whom  Gen.  Chauncey  Crafts,  father  of  Sam- 
uel P.,  was  born  in  Derby,  where  he  was  reared. 
During  his  early  manhood  he  clerked  in  a  store, 
but  for  the  greater  part  of  his  entire  life  he  was  en- 
gaged as  a  manufacturer  in  Woodbury,  Conn., 
turning  out  horse-power  machinery,  which  he  also 
invented.  He  died  in  Woodbury,  at  the  compara- 
tively early  age  of  forty-one.  Chauncey  Crafts 
married  Aliss  Maria  Bacon,  a  native  of  Woodbury. 
and  nine  children  were  born  to  them.  But  two  of 
this  family  survive :  Samuel  P.,  whose  name  open.'j 
this  sketch ;  and  Fanny,  widow  of  Gen.  Charnly. 
Airs.  Crafts  passed  away  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years.  In  religion  she  and  Air.  Crafts  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Xorth  Church  of  Woodbury.  He  took 
a  deep  interest  in  military  matters,  and  was  a  briga- 
dier general  of  the  Connecticut  militia. 

Samuel  P.  Crafts  was  born  Jan.  30,  1824.  in 
Woodbury,  where  he  passed  his  earlier  years,  re- 
ceiving a  thorough  education  in  the  common  and 
bclect  schools.  Before  going  to  sea  he  spent  eight- 
een months  in  Bridgeport,  this  State,  in  the  harness 
business.  He  was  not  many  years  a  mariner  before 
he  rose  to  the  position  of  master,  and  he  sold  his 
ship  to  enter  the  navy,  being  in  that  service  as  act- 
ing ensign  during  the  Civil  war.  Incidental  to 
his  share  in '  the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher  is  men- 
tioned his  promise  to  meet  Gen.  Terry  inside  the 
fort,  which  he  kept.  He  was  recommended  for 
promotion  to  acting  first  master  and  later  for  the 
rank  of  lieutenant. 

Air.  Crafts  went  to  California  in  1849,  a-^rJ  ^''^'^ 
his  share  in  the  exciting  experiences  of  those  law- 
less times.  He  was  a  member  of  the  vigilance 
committee,  and  witnessed  the  hanging  of  three  men. 
two  of  whom  were  buried  in  the  grave  they  had 
prepared  for  their  murdered  victim,  a  Capt.  Snow, 
of  Xantucket.  In  1855  our  subject  was  in  Xor- 
folk,  \'a.,  where  hundreds  were  dying  of  yellow 
fever,  and  he  was  in  Barbadoes  during  the  terrible 
rage  of  cholera,  where  there  was  an  average  of  350 
deaths  per  day.  He  has  traveled  extensively  all 
over  the  country. 

After  his  discharge  from  the  navy  Air.  Crafts 
went  to  Liverpool,  where  he  took  charge  of  a  bark 
tor  Funk  &  Aleincke,  and  made  a  few  European 
voyages.  He  continued  to  devote  himself  to  vari- 
ous matters  up  to  1872,  in  which  year  was  or- 
ganized the  Quinnipiac  Brick  Co.,  and  he  was 
elected  president  thereof.  He  has  continued  to  hold 
that  position  to  the  present,  and  its  duties  receive 
the  same  faithful  and  effective  attention  which  has 
characterized  all  our  subject's  undertakings.  In 
1895  Air.  Crafts  moved  from  Hamden  to  Xew  Ha- 
ven, where  he  still  makes  his  home.  He  was  not 
long  in  establishing  himself  in  the  esteem  of  his- 
new  neighbors  and  fellow  citizens,  for  in  1896  he 
was  elected  selectman  in  Xew  Haven,  and  filled 
that  office  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  Our 
subject  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  has  long  been  a  member  of  the 
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Youn<^  ]\Icn's  Republican  Club.  Socially  he  holds 
mcniborship  in  the  Loyal  Legion  and  in  Admiral 
l-'oote  Post,  Xo.  II,  G.  A.  R.  He  was  commander 
of  Cndeon  Welles  Xaval  \'eterans. 

In  1859  Mr.  Crafts  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Sarah  A.  Thomson,  who  was  born  in  Xew 
Haven,  daughter  of  Isaac  Thomson,  a  mason 
buikler,  who  put  up  many  of  the  college  building? 
in  the  city,  as  well  as  the  large  insurance  build- 
ings. He  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Thomson. 
Spcrry  &  Smith.  Mr.  Thomson  died  in  1876.  Of 
his  four  daughters  three  are  yet  living,  Mrs.  Crafts, 
Mrs.  Bacon  (in  California)  and  Airs.  Burt  (in 
Cincinnati). 

HEXRY  KIRKE  WHITE.  For  a  quarter  of 
a  century  the  name  of  White  has  been  prominent 
in  the  business  and  social  circles  of  Meriden.  where 
have  resided  Henry  Kirke  White  and  his  sons 
James  Henry,  Edward  H.  and  Howard,  all  of 
whom  'have  been  identified  with  the  extensive  in- 
terests of  the  Wilcox  &  White  Co..  whose  products 
have  gone  to  the  ends  of  the  civilized  world  and 
brought  fame  to  the  name  of  White  and  to  the  city 
of  Meriden. 

Henry  Kirke  White  was  born  in  Bolton,  Conn., 
Feb.  7,  1822,  and  comes  from  an  ancestry  on  both 
sides  reaching  back  to  the  early  Colonial  period  of 
Connecticut,  one  of  his  forebears  being  a  member 
of  the  party  led  b}'  Rev.  John  Warham,  who  came 
from  England  to  these  shores  in  the  ship  "Marv 
and  John"  in  1630,  landing  at  Xantasket,  [Mass. 
Henry  Kirke  White  was  reared  on  a  farm,  but  pos- 
sessing musical  tastes  and  genius,  he  soon  found 
a  new  and  broader  field  for  the  exercise  of  his  tal- 
ents. While  yet  in  his  "teens"  he  was  a  conspicu- 
ous figure  in  the  singing  schools  of  his  locality, 
as  a  teacher  and  musical  director,  and  he  soon  be- 
came known  throughout  the  State.  In  1841  he 
mastered  the  art  of  tuning  musical  instruments, 
and  was  engaged  in  that  capacity  until  1845  ^"  '^^'"^ 
West  and  Northwest.  Returning  to  Connecticut, 
he  began  the  manufacture  of  musical  instruments 
at  Colchester  for  Dennison  Smith.  Two  years 
later,  in  1847,  he  began  on  bis  own  account  the 
making  of  melodeons  in  Xew  London,  Conn.,  mov- 
ing his  business  in  1853  to  Washington.  X'.  J., 
where  he  remained  until  the  great  panic  of  1857 
and  the  subsequent  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  ren- 
dered it  unadvisable  to  continue  in  business.  For 
several  years  he  was  mainly  occupied  in  piano 
tuning  in  Philadelphia,  and  in  1865  took  charge  of 
the  tuning  and  action  department  of  the  Estey  Or- 
gan Works  at  Brattleboro.  \'t.,  where  he  and  his 
several  sons  soon  obtained  high  positions.  In  1876 
and  the  following  year  Mr.  White  and  his  sons, 
through  their  tact  and  energy,  interested  several 
citizens  of  Meriden,  among  them  the  late  Horace 
\\'ilcox,  in  the  establishment  of  a  factorv  for  the 
manufacture  of  musical  instruments,  and  these 
efforts  resulted  in  the  organization  of  the  Wilcox 


&  White  Organ  Co. 


To  this  concern  there  was  a 


guarantee  of  success  in  the  very  beginning  of  its 
efforts,  in  the  person  of  Air.  White.  A  man  of 
gen'ius  and  energy,  of  high  honor  and  most  un- 
swerving integrity,  with  long  years  of  experience 
in  business  and  manufacturing,  not  a  little  of  the 
great  success  and  the  achievements  of  the  company 
in  the  last  twenty-five  years  is  due  to  Henry  Kirke 
White.  He  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  one  of 
the  oldest  makers  of  reed  instruments  now  living, 
and  can  look  back  over  an  experience  of  more  than 
fifty  years  in  this  line,  with  a  just  pride  in  the 
achievements  credited  to  his  genius  and  labors. 

The  Wilcox  &  White  Co.  is,  to-day,  foremost 
among  the  manufacturers  of  musical  instruments 
in  all  the  world.  The  great  effects  produced  by 
their  instruments  have  won  for  them  the  hearty 
welcome  into  the  homes  of  all  the  civilized  coun- 
tries of  the  globe.  The  Wilcox  &  White  organ  is 
one  of  the  most  celebrated  of  reed  instruments. 
To  the  builder  of  these  was  given  use  of  the  best 
old  features  and  the  new  ones  of  the  organ.  The 
principal  inventions  of  the  company  are  the  "Pneu- 
matic Symphony,"  or  self-playing  organ,  and  the 
"Angelus"  Piano  Player.  The  former  has  the  fea- 
tures of  an  ordinary  organ,  and  can  be  played  as 
such,  while  the  latter  can  play  any  piano ;  they  are 
also  supplied  with  mechanism  whereby  perforated 
paper  is  made  the  medium  for  automatic  playing. 
With  this  perforated  paper,  and  the  use  of  the  ped- 
als and  stops  as  in  ordinary  playing,  the  most  in- 
tricate and  beautiful  music  can  be  produced  with- 
out touching  the  fingers  to  the  keys.  This  com- 
pany, in  which  the  Whites  figure  conspicuously,  is 
one  of  the  leading  industries  of  the  great  and  fa- 
mous center  of  manufactories,  Meriden,  and  gives 
employment  to  over  300  people.  Under  the  admin- 
istration of  James  H.  White  the  business  of  the 
company  was  very  largely  increased,  and  an  addi- 
tional brick  factory,  four  stories  high,  and  250  by 
40  feet  on  the  ground,  was  erected  for  the  manu- 
facture of  the  "Angelus."  This  is  the  invention  of 
Edward  H.  White,  and  is  the  first  instrument  ever 
manufactured  for  automatic  piano  playing. 

Henry  Kirke  White  has  been  called  by  his  fel- 
low citizens  to  a  number  of  public  offices,  and  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties  has  conscientiously  and 
faithfullv  used  his  time  and  best  efforts.  He  has 
served  as  alderman  from  the  Fifth  ward,  and  for 
a  period  was  Mayor  [iro  tonpore  of  Aleriden.  For 
many  years  in  succession  he  was  first  committee- 
man of  his  school  district,  and  both  as  a  citizen  and 
as  a  man  he  has  held  the  full  confidence  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  has  lived  so  long. 

Air.  White  was  married  Sept.  2,  1846,  to  Lucv 
Cornwell,  who  was  born  Jan.  2,  1825,  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Julia  (Robert)  Cornwell.  of  Middle- 
town,  Conn.  She  died  Feb.  18,  1867,  and  Mr. 
White  then  was  married  to  Airs.  Betsey  Herrick, 
who  was  born  July  12,  1840,  a  daughter  of  I'.cnja- 
min  Sticknev,  of  Dummerston,  \'t.     The  children. 
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all  born  of  the  first  marriage,  were  >  James  Henry, 
Frank,  Edward  H.,  Howard  and  Julia  Cornwell. 
the  last  named  now  the  wife  of  Silas  Donavan,  of 
Meriden.  Fraternally,  Mr.  White  is  a  2^Iason  of 
Knight  Templar  degree,  and  is  highly  respected  in 
the  craft.  He  is  now  retired  from  active  business  on 
account  of  a  paralytic  stroke,  which  deprived  him 
of  the  use  of  his  limbs.  He  is  a  well-read  man, 
with  a  clear  mind,  and  is  noted  as  a  genial  gentle- 
man and  a  brilliant  conversationalist.  Although  he 
was  greatly  broken  down. by  the  death  of  his  two 
sons,  Edward  H.  and  Howard,  he  is  cheered  by  the 
near  presence  of  all  the  surviving  members  of  the 
family. 

James  Hexry  White,  son  of  Henry  Kirke 
White,  and  for  years  the  president  and  treasurer  of 
the  Wilcox  &  White  Co.,  is  a  native  of  Connecticut. 
born  at  W'estfield,  Sept.  26,  1847.  His  education 
was  received  at  Somerville,  Washington  and  Phil- 
lipsburg,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  whither  his 
father  removed.  The  family  later  removed  to  Phil- 
adelphia, and  there  James  H.  White  began  his 
business  career  as  a  clerk  in  the  famous  "Oak  Hall" 
clothing  house  of  John  Wanamaker.  This  experi- 
ence, however,  was  of  short  duration,  as  his  father 
was  sought  by  the  Estey  Company,  and  the  family 
settled  in  Brattleboro,  \'t.,  where  James  H.  was 
employed  with  his  father  in  the  tuning  department 
of  that  famous  factory.  Possessed  of  natural  musi- 
cal gifts,  the  young  man  devoted  his  time  to  the 
work  of  tuning,  and  by  steady  application  soon  rose 
to  a  position  where  with  his  father  he  was  in  joint 
control  of  that  department.  There  he  remained 
some  thirteen  years,  when  he  was  induced  by  the 
late  Horace  C.  Wilcox  to  come  to  ^leriden,  with 
his  father  and  brother,  and  organize  the  company 
which  has  since  borne  the  family  name,  and  of 
which  for  years  he  has  been  the  executive  head, 
making  a  great  name  for  himself  as  one  of  the  en- 
terprising and  public-spirited  citizens  of  ^^leriden. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Home  Club  of  Meriden. 
Mr.  White  was  married  Dec.  i,  1868,  to  Kate, 
daughter  of  Samuel  T.  R.  and  Martha  (Brown) 
Cheney,  of  Brattleboro,  ^'t.,  by  whom  he  became 
the  father  of  three  children :  Frank  Cornwell,  edu- 
cated in  Aleriden,  and  now  the  assistant  superin- 
tendent of  the  Wilcox  &  White  Co. ;  Grace  Louise ; 
and  Florence  May.  Air.  White  has  represented 
the  Fifth  ward  in  the  city  council,  having  been 
elected  on  the  Republican  ticket,  though  he  is  no 
office  seeker,  preferring  to  give  his  undivided  at- 
tention to  his  business.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  a  man  of  high  character, 
greatly  respected  in  the  city. 

Edward  H.  Wiiite,  son  of  Henry  Kirke  White. 
was  born  in  Washington,  X.  J..  April  5,  1855,  and 
had  a  thorough  training  in  the  building  of  musical 
instruments,  chiclly  in  the  Estey  Organ  Works  at 
Brattleboro,  \'t.  For  twcntv-five  years  he  was  a 
valuable  adjunct  in  the  Wilcox  &  White  Co.,  at 
Meriden,  in  which  cstaljlishment  the  tuning  and 
voicing  of  instruments  left  to  bis  supervision  was 


thoroughly  done.  He  was  the  owner  of  the  "An- 
gelus"  patents,  and  was  secretary  and  superintend- 
ent and  one  of  the  directors  of  the  reorganized 
Wilcox  &  White  Co.  Edward  H.  White  died  Sept. 
16,  1899,  and  was  buried  in  Walnut  Grove  Ceme- 
tery, Aleriden.  A  Republican  in  politics,  he  had 
no  time  for  office-seeking ;  was  a  believer  in  the 
Golden  Rule,  and  was  liberal  in  his  religious  ideas ; 
domestic  in  his  habits,  he  found  his  greatest  pleas- 
ure in  his  home.  He  was  early  married  to  Mary 
Carter,  a  daughter  of  Bela  Carter,  and  to  this  union 
was  born  one  child,  Allan  Hubbard,  now  a  student 
at  Choate  School,  Wallingford.  Mrs.  White  makes 
her  home  in  Aleriden,  and  is  a  lady  of  culture  and 
refinement. 

Howard  White,  the  youngest  son  of  Henry 
Kirke  White,  was  for  years  superintendent  of  the 
Wilcox  &  White  Co.,  of  Meriden.  He  was  born 
Sept.  9,  1856,  in  Somerville,  X.  J.,  and  his  life  was 
not  unlike  that  of  his  brothers,  as  it  was  given  to 
the  work  of  building  musical  instruments.  Inherit- 
ing in  a  large  degree  his  father's  musical  genius 
and  taste,  through  close  attention  to  the  work  of 
building  musical  instruments,  he  acquired  great  ap- 
titude in  it,  and  made  for  himself  a  creditable  place 
in  the  work.  His  early  experience  was  acquired 
with  the  Estey  Company  at  Brattleboro,  but  he  came 
to  ]\Ieriden  with  his  family,  and  from  the  very  be- 
ginning of  the  Wilcox  &  White  Co.  was  identified 
v.'ith  it,  rising  to  the  position  of  superintendent. 
He  was  one  of  the  directors  of  the  company  and 
proved  himself  a  valuable  citizen  of  Meriden. 
With  his  brother  Edward  H.  and  others  of  the 
family  he  belonged  to  the  Home  Club  of  Meriden. 
Mr.  White  was  married  in  1880  to  Flora  A.,  daugh- 
ter of  Russell  J.  Ives,  of  Meriden,  and  their  union 
was  blessed  with  two  children :  Russell  Ives  and 
Stanley.  Howard  White  died  Dec.  9,  1897,  and 
was  buried  in  Walnut  Grove  Cemetery.  A  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  he  sought  no  official  position. 
Domestic  in  his  habits,  he  lived  in  charity  for  all 
men,  and  tender  memories  of  him  survive.  His 
w'idow  resides  in  Meriden. 

AUGUSTUS  E.  LINES.  Among  the  retired 
btisiness  citizens  of  X^ew  Haven,  who  for  almost 
a  half  century  pursued  one  calling  in  this,  his  na- 
tive city,  is  Augustus  E.  Lines,  one  of  the  most 
highly  esteemed  residents.  His  ancestors  for  sev- 
eral generations  had  made  the  name  known  and 
respected  in  commercial  circles,  and  ]Mr.  Lines' 
own  career  added  luster  to  tlie  family  title.  Grand- 
father Ezra  Lines  was  born  in  this  beautiful  city, 
grew  to  useful  manhood  here,  and  for  very  many 
vears  conducted  a  successful  grocery  business  on 
the  corner  of  Grand  and  State  streets,  X'ew  Haven. 
He  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  under  the 
command  of  Gen.  Israel  Putnam,  and  was  pres- 
ent with  him  when  he  rode  horseback  down  the 
stone  steps  at  Horse  Xeck,  now  Greenwich,  to 
escape  the  British.  His  death  occurred  at  about 
the   age   of   sixty,    and   the   grocery   business    was 
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omtiniicd  by  his  sons  Augustus  and  Frederick, 
llic  (oriiicr  being  the  father  of  Augustas  E. 

Augustus  Lines,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
iM.rn  Sept.  13.  1797,  and  died  Dec.  31,  1887.  Not 
oiilv  was  he  prominent  in  commercial  circles,  but 
^iIm)  in  political  and  financial  atfairs,  for  twenty- 
jivc  vears  being  assessor  with  Willis  Anthony, 
wlio  "was  the  father  of  the  present  collector  of 
taxes,  of  the  same  name,  and  Mr.  Lines  was  also 
a  member  of  the  common  council,  for  a  number  of 
terms,  and  was  a  director  in  the  New  Haven  Xa- 
tiuiial  Bank.  In  military  circles  Augustus  Lines 
was  also 'conspicuous,  being  an  active  member  of 
the  Old  Grays,  and  the  accomplished  fifer  of  the 
jioted  old  regiment,  for  very  many  years.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Lucy  Ann  Ritter,  a  daughter  of  David 
Hitter.  She  was  born  in  Xew  Haven  and  died  in 
185 1,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight  years,  one  of  a 
numerous  family.  David  Ritter  was  a  well-known 
stone  and  marble  cutter,  married  twice  in  Xew 
Haven,  and  died  at  about  the  age  of  sixty  years. 
Three  children  were  born  to  Augustus  Lines  and 
wife :  Augustus  E.,  of  Xew  Haven ;  George  P., 
who  died  in  1884;  and  Jane  E.,  who  resides  in 
Xew  Haven,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  Au- 
ji^ustus  Lines  married  for  his  second  wife  Martha 
Kimberly,  of  West  Haven,  and  two  children  w^ere 
born  to  this  union,  3ilartha  antl  Maria,  both  of 
whom  died  some  }ears  ago.  It  is  remembered  of 
!Mr.  Lines  that  he  was  skilled  in  musical  instru- 
ments, played  the  double  bass  viol  with  fine  exe- 
cution, and  was  the  first  resident  double  bass  viol 
player,  in  Xew  Haven. 

Augustus  E.  Lines  was  born  on  the  corner  of 
Grand  and  Olive  streets,  in  Xew  Haven,  Xov.  4, 
1822,  and  attended  the  old  Lancasterian  School. 
\'ery  early  in  life,  he  displayed  a  leaning  toward  the 
ongraver's  trade,  taking  lessons  in  the  same'  in  Xew 
York,  at  the  corner  of  Fulton  and  Nassau  streets. 
^Ir.  Lines  was  employed  there  by  a  firm  located 
at  the  intersection  of  Broadway  and  Cedar  streets, 
being  apprenticed  with  the  firm  of  Stiles.  Sher- 
man &  Smith,  located  at  the  above  named  places. 
For  si.x  years  Mr.  Lines  found  a  pleasant  home  in 
the  family  of  ]Mr.  Sherman,  who  then  lived  at  Xo. 
18  Rose  street,  the  neighborhood  which  is  now 
j^'iven  up  to  a  lower  class  of  residences,  then  being 
a  fine  residence  district.  The  venerable  !Mrs. 
Sherman  still  survives.  From  1838  to  1844  'Mr. 
Lines  remained  in  the  city  of  X'ew  York,  becoming 
<luring  this  period  skilled  in  his  trade,  and  able 
to  enter  into  successful  competition  with  others. 
Returning  to.  his  native  city.  Mr.  Lines  embarked 
in  the  engraving  business  for  himself,  founding 
a  house  which  prospered  for  forty-two  years,  until 
in  1886  be  retired  from  active  work,  justified  in 
"^evking  rest  after  so  continuous  a  career.  There 
•ire  few  of  the  older  residents  of  X'ew  Haven  who 
do  not  readily  recall  his  establishment  on  Chapel 
•-triot. 

<  ^n  Jan.  9,  1849,  Augustus  E.  Lines  was  mar- 


ried to  Miss  Mary  A.  Kimberly,  who  was  born  in 
Guilford,  Conn.,  and  was  a  daughter. of  Eli  Kim- 
berly, and  a  member  of  one  of  the  first  families 
of  this  part  of  Connecticut.  Eli  Kimberly  was  a 
sea-faring  man  and  he  made  his  home  on  Faulk- 
ner's Island,  Guilford  and  Sachems  Head,  having 
charge  of  the  light  house  on  Faulkner's  Island  for 
tnirty-three  years.  Xo  resident  along  this  coast 
was  better  or  more  favorably  known  to  both  lands- 
men and  sailors  than  Capt.  EH.  His  lamented 
death  took  place  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years. 
The  mother  of  Airs.  Lines  was  Alary  Fowler,  of 
Xew  London,  her  marriage  to  Capt.  Kimberly  tak- 
ing place  the  12th  of  Xovember,  1812,  and  twelve 
children  resulting  from  this  union,  the  four  sur- 
vivors being:  Airs.  Lines;  George,  a  resident  of 
Xew  London,  Conn. ;  David  Calvin,  a  resident  of 
Sacramento,  Cal. ;  and  Henry  W.,  a  resident  of 
Xew  Haven,  a  well-known  carpenter  and  builder. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  at  the  age  of 
fifty-two  years.  Both  parents  of  Airs.  Lines  were 
worthy  members  of  the  Xorth  Church,  and  this 
family  was  one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  liberally 
educated  of  any  on  the  coast,  the  father  having  a 
teacher  installed  in  the  household. 

One  son,  Augustus  K.,  blessed  the  union  of 
Air.  and  Airs.  Lines,  born  in  1850;  he  was  edu- 
cated in  X'ew  Haven,  and  made  this  city  his  home 
until  his  death  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years.  An 
adopted  son,  Harry  Kimberly  Lines,  was  educated 
in  the  schools  of  X'ew  Haven,  and  is  now  one  of 
the  valued  employes  of  the  Electric  Co.,  and  has 
cnarge  of  their  work  in  the  ditTerent  States.  He 
married  Clififord  Cooke,  who  was  born  in  Alari- 
etta,  Ga.,  and.  they  have  one  daughter,  Louise 
Douglas,  aged  twelve  years. 

Air.  Lines  has  always  ardently  supported  the 
Republican  party,  thoroughly  believing  in  its  prin- 
ciples, but  has  never  sought  political  preferment. 
From  his  respected  father,  he  has  inherited  a  great 
talent  and  love  for  music,  the  careful  cultivation 
of  which  has  resulted  in  making  him  the  admirer 
of  many  instruments,  but  particularly  of  the  flute, 
which  he  has  performed  upon  more  or  less  for 
fifty  years.  One  of  his  early  pupils  in  this  sweet 
music  was  a  nephew  of  Airs.  Lines,  who  is  now 
connected  with  the  Xew  York  Symphony  Orches- 
tra, and  who  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  fin- 
ished flutists  in  the  United  States.  Both  Air.  and 
Airs.  Lines  belong  to  the  Church  of  the  Redeemer, 
formerlv  Chapel  street  Church,  becoming  connect- 
ed with  it  under  Rev.  William  T.  Eustis.  Few  men 
of  this  city  have  been  more  omnivorous  readers 
than  Air.  Lines,  and  his  thorough  knowledge  cov- 
ers a  wide  range  of  subjects,  his  interest  being 
still  as  keen  in  public  aft'airs  as  in  his  earlier  days. 
For  his  immediate  ancestors  he  cherishes  a  high 
regfard  and  highlv  values  a  wonderful  picture  in 
his  possession,  of  his  uncle  William  Lines.  An- 
other very  interesting  picture  which  he  preserves 
with  care,  is  of  a  house  on  Grand  avenue,  near 
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the  railroad  bridge,  which  was  taken  down  many 
years  ago,  it  being  the  one  in  which  his  mother 
was  born,  the  Farmington  canal  then  being  where 
the  railroad  tracks  of  one  of  the  branches  of  the 
Consolidated  Railroad  are  now  placed.  Air.  Lines 
enjoys  recalling  the  old  days  of  the  city,  and  his 
recollections  are  of  the  most  interesting  nature, 
the  limits  of  a  sketch  of  this  kind  preventing  a 
recitation  of  some  of  the  most  entertaining  records 
of  more  than  a  half-century  past.  Air.  and  Mrs. 
Lines  celebrated  their  golden  wedding,  in  January, 
1899,  and  it  is  the  sincere  wish  of  their  hosts  of 
friends  that  they  may  be  spared  to  also  celebrate 
their  seventy-fifth  anniversary. 

JOHN  GOODRICH  NORTH  (deceased)  was 
born  in  Berlin,  Conn.,  Feb.  22,  1823,  and  died 
March  9,  1892,  at  Alilford,  Conn.,  a  son  of  Lem- 
uel North,  who,  although  a  tinner  by  trade,  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Berlin. 

The  history  of  the  North  family  in  America 
begins  with  John  North,  who  was  born  in  Eng- 
land in  161 5,  married  Hannah  Bird,  of  Farming- 
ton,  after  his  arrival  in  this  country  in  1635,  on  the 
ship  "Susan  and  Ellen."'  He  died  about  1691. 
His  land  in  Farmington  was  entered  to  him  in 
1653,  and  with  his  sons  John  and  Samuel,  he  was 
among  the  eighty- four  proprietors  among  whom 
the  unoccupied  lands  of  the  town  were  divided  in 
1672.  His  name  is  given  in  the  list  of  "persons  of 
quality  emigrating  from  England  to  America,  1600- 
1700,"  and  he  is  recorded  as  being  twenty  years 
old.    His  first  child,  Job,  was  born  in  1641. 

Thomas  North,  who  was  born  in  Farmington, 
Conn.,  about  1649,  ^^^  died  in  1712,  married  Han- 
nah Newell,  who  was  born  in  1658. 

Thomas  North  (2),  son  of  Thomas,  was  born  in 
-1678,  married  Martha  Royce,  and  died  in  1725. 
Martha  (Royce)  North  was  born  in  1679. 

Deacon  Isaac  North,  of  Wethersfield  and  Ber- 
lin, was  bom  in  1702,  married  Alary  Woodford 
(who  was  born  in   1709),  and  died  in  1788. 

Jedediah  North,  also  of  Wethersfield  and  Ber- 
lin, was  born  in  1734,  and  died  Dec.  16,  1816.  In 
-^757  he  married  Sarah  Wilcox,  who  was  born  in 
1739,  and  who  died  Oct.  5,  1775. 

David  North,  son  of  Jedediah,  was  born  in 
1761,  and  lived  in  Berlin.'  He  married  Salome 
Wilcox  in  1781,  and  died  in  1831.  His  wife,  who 
was  bom  in  1761,  died  Alarch  15,  1807. 

Lemuel  North,  of  Berlin,  was  born  in  1786,  and 
died  Aug.  25,  1845.  He  married  Rebecca  Good- 
rich, who  was  born  June  26.  1783,  and  died  July 
5,  1857.  John  Goodrich,  their  son,  is  the  subject 
of  this  article. 

John  Goodrich  North  was  reared  in  Berlin, 
"where  he  attended  the  local  schools  until  he  was 
about  sixteen  years  old,  when  he  came  to  New 
Haven  to  take  a  position  as  a  clerk  in  the  dry  goods 
line.  After  some  two  or  three  years  he  began  busi- 
ness-for  himself  as   a  merchant,  and  some  years 


later  turned  to  the  fire  and  life  insurance  interests, 
in  which  he  engaged  until  his  death.  For  at  least 
a  half  a  century  he  was  associated  with  insurance 
interests,  and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  best 
posted  and  most  successful  men  in  that  line  in  this 
section  of  the  State. 

Air.  North  was  married  Alay  31,  1843,  to  Eliza- 
beth Dickinson,  who  was  born  in  New  Haven,  Dec. 
8,  1S21,  a  daughter  of  Raphael  Dickinson  (who  was 
born  J-'eb.  6,  1781,  and  died  Feb.  26,  1837J, 
and  his  wife,  Nancy  AIcNeil  (who  was  born 
June  4,  1783.  and  died  Feb.  9,  1833 j.  Airs. 
Nancy  (AIcNeil)  North  was  a  daughter*  of  Will- 
iam AIcNeil,  who  graduated  from  Yale  and  be- 
came a  civil  engineer,  but  spent  his  later  years  as 
a  sailor  and  sea  captain.  To  Air.  and  Mrs.  John 
G.  North  were  born  five  children :  Alary  G.,  John 
C,  Sarah  E.,  Edward  C.  and  Nellie  C.  Of  these, 
John  C.  is  in  the  insurance  business  in  New  Haven; 
Edward  C.  is  in  the  same  line  in  Boston ;  Sarah  E. 
married  S.  P.  Warren,  AI.  D.,  a  graduate  of  Yale, 
and  they  now  live  in  Portland,  Alaine;  Alarv  G. 
married  Rev.  Erastus  Blakeslee  and  lives  in  Brook- 
line,  Alass. ;  Nellie  C.  married  Prof.  Samuel  T. 
Dutton,  of  Columbia  University,  who  at  one  time 
was  superintendent  of  schools  in  New  Haven  and 
in  Brookline.  John  G.  North  was  a  Whig  and  a 
Republican.  In  religion  all  the  family  have  long 
been   associated   with  the   Congregational   Church. 

The  Dickinson  Family,  to  w'hich  Airs.  John 
G.  North  belongs,  has  an  authentic  history  that  runs 
back  in  England  to  a  period  beyond  1475.  Thomas 
Dickinson,  who  was  a  native  of  Abingdon,  Eng- 
land, went  to  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  about  1670, 
where  he  had  three  sons,  Thomas,  Josiah  and 
Aloses. 

Aloses  Dickinson,  born  in  Ayrshire,  came  to 
Boston,  from  which  point  he  went  to  Deerfield, 
Alass.,  about  1690. 

Daniel  Ebenezer  Dickinson,  son  of  Aloses,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Winslow,  the  great-granddaughter  of 
Gov.  Winslow. 

Oliver  Dickinson,  son  of  Daniel  Ebenezer,  grew 
to  manhood,  and  married  Alary  Parmalee. 

Oliver  Dickinson,  the  son  of  Oliver,  was  bom 
July  10,  1757,  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  and  died  Alarch 
27,,  1847.  He  married  Anna  Landon,  June  11, 
1778,  and  served  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  in 
Vvhich  he  made  a  noble  record  as  a  gallant  soldier 
and  a  patriotic  citizen.  He  was  in  the  army  from 
1776  to  1781. 

Raphael  Dickinson,  second  son  of  Oliver,  was 
born  Feb.  6,  1781,  and  died  Feb.  26,  1837.  He  mar- 
ried N^ancy  AIcNeil  Feb.  25,  1805,  and  their  daugh- 
ter Elizabeth  was  married  to  John  G.  North,  as 
noted  above. 

Leonard  A.  Dickinson,  a  son  of  Raphael,  and  a 

brother    of   Elizabeth    North,    became    one    of   the 

noted  citizens  of  New  Haven.     In  1861  he  enlisted 

in   the   12th   Conn.   \'.   I.,   and  the   same  year  was 

made  captain  of  Company  C  of  that  regiment.     He 
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served  througihout  the  war,  and  returning  to  Hart- 
ford, was  made  local  agent  of  the  Aetna  Fire  In- 
surance Company,  in  which  capacity  he  served 
thirtv-two  years.  For  three  years  he  was  quarter- 
niaster  on  the  staff  of  Gov.  Jewell,  and  for  four 
years  he  was  postmaster  at  Hartford.  Fraternally 
he  was  active  in  Masonry ;  in  the  Grand  Army  he 
was  past  commander  of  the  department  of  Con- 
necticut, and  treasurer  of  the  Soldiers'  Home  at 
Xoroton,  Connecticut. 

Leonard  A.  Dickinson  died  Jan.  27,  1901,  and 
his  funeral  services  were  verv  largely  attended,  by 
the  public  generally  as  well  as  by  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  and  the  insurance  agencies  witli 
which  he  had  been  so  long  and  intimately  associ- 
ated. Seldom  has  a  man  passed  into  the  Great  Be- 
yond w'hose  loss  has  been  so  deeply  and  generally 
felt.  Of  high  character,  unimpeachable  integrity 
and  a  winning  personality,  he  had  a  host  of  friends, 
who  knew  him  as  a  man  of  honor,  of  business  abil- 
itv  beyond  the  average,  whose  useful  life  and  many 
virtues  shed  'honor  upon  the  State. 

The  McXeil  Family,  of  which  the  mother  of 
Mrs.  North  was  a  member,  has  a  history  in  Con- 
necticut that  begins  with  the  purchase  of  land  by 
Archibald  McNeil  at  Branford,  about  1735.  At 
the  same  time  he  married  Mary,  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  Russell,  and  a  widow  of  Benjamin  Fenn. 
He  died  about  1753,  leaving  three  sons,  John,  Sam- 
uel and  Archibald. 

Archibald  McNeil  was  born  Sept.  20,  1736,  at 
Branford,  and  May  2,  1758,  married  Sarah  Clark, 
of  Derby.  They  had  a  son,  William,  born  May  13, 
1759,  in  New  Haven,  who  was  graduated  from  Yale 
in  1777.  He  was  a  gunner  on  the  privateer  "Mar- 
quis De  Lafayette"  from  Jan.  30,  1782,  to  Aug.  13, 
1783.  On  Sept.  25,  1779,  he  married  Huldah  Au- 
gur in  New  Haven,  and  they  had  six  children: 
W'illiam,  John,  Henry,  ]\Iaria,  Nancy  and  Abra- 
ham Archibald.  Of  these,  Nancy  married  Raphael 
Dickinson,  as  noted  above. 

WILLL\^I  C.  RUSSELL,  formerly  a  whole- 
sale meat  and  provision  dealer  on  Cedar  street, 
New  Haven,  is  a  resident  of  Orange,  where  he  was 
born  March  13,  1835.  The  familv  has  long  been 
prominent  in  Woodbridge  and  Orange,  and  his 
great-grandfather,  ^itephen  Russell,  who  served 
eight  years  as  a  private  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
was  a  resident  of  Woodbridge  for  many  years, 
later  removing  to  Orange,  where  he  died  at  an  ad- 
vanced age. 

Chauncey  Russell,  our  subject's  grandfather, 
was  born  in  Woodbridge,  and  died  in  Orange. 
March  30,  1825,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-nine. 
He  was  a  carpenter  and  wheelwright  by  trade,  and 
a  number  of  water-wheels  in  different  places  in 
this  section  were  built  by  him.  He  married  Lu- 
cinda  Spcrry,  a  native  of  Woodbridge,  and  a 
daughter  of  Lieut.  Job  Sperry,  an  officer  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.    They  had  six  children :  Henry, 


William  Ell,  Roswell,  Wealthy,  Catherine  and 
Charlotte,  all  now  fleceased. 

William  Ell  Russell,  our  sul^ject's  father,  was 
a  native  of  Orange,  and  made  his  permanent  home 
there.  For  a  time  he  followed  the  shoemaker's 
trade,  and  later  he  purchased  a  farm,  where  his  re- 
maining years  were  spent,  his  death  occurring  at 
fhe  age  of  fifty-nine.  His  homestead,  a  farm  of 
medium  size,  is  now  owned  by  a  son.  Politically 
he  was  first  a  Whig  and  later  a  Republican,  and  his 
services  in  various  offices  showed  much  public 
spirit.  He  marriea  Susan  Parsons,  who  died  in 
1888,  aged  seventy  years.  She  was  born  in  Or- 
ange, but  her  ancestors  were  early  settlers  in 
Derby,  of  which  place  her  father,  Levi  Parsons, 
was  a  native ;  he  followed  the  sea  for  some  time 
before  engaging  in  farming.  During  the  war  of 
1812  he  raised  and  drilled  a  company  in  Derby. 
He  died  aged  seventy-seven  years,  and  his  wife, 
Emily  (Clarlc),  who  was  born  'in  Derby  and  who 
was  a  member  of  a  pioneer  familv  of  Milford,  lived 
to  a  good  old  age.  She  was  a  very  able  woman 
and  reared  her  three  children  with  rare  ability. 
In  religious  faith  they  were  Congregationalists. 
Our  subject  was  one  of  a  family  of  seven  children, 
of  whom  four  are  living:  William  C. ;  Elford  C, 
a  resident  of  Orange ;  Betsey,  who  married  An- 
drew D.  Thomas,  of  West  Haven :  and  Edward 
W.,  who  was  employed  by  our  subject  in  New  Ha- 
ven, and  resides  at  the  old  homestead. 

As  a  boy  William  C.  Russell  assisted  his  father 
upon  the  farm,  and  attended  the  public  schools  and 
the  academy  at  Orange.  When  sixteen  he  began 
to  run  teams  to  ^^'est  Haven  and  to  New  Haven, 
to  supply  the  retail  trade  in  meat  and  provisions, 
and  continued  thus  several  years,  the  business  in- 
creasing under  his  management.  Later  he  began 
a  wholesale  business  in  Orange,  and  for  seven 
years  was  a  silent  partner  with  C.  C.  x\ndrew  & 
Co.  In  }ilarch,  1893,  he  rented  a  large  building 
on  Cedar  street,  constructed  for  the  wholesale 
meat  and  provision  business,  and  he  built  up  a 
large  local  trade  and  also  sent  to  adjoining  cities. 
He  has  a  farm  which  he  purchased  when  twenty 
years  old,  and  he  now  owns  three  farms  in  Orange, 
which  his  son-in-law  operates  for  him.  In  ad- 
dition to  general  farming  they  are  engaged  in 
dairying  and  in  other  lines  of  work,  Mr.  Russell 
employing  a  number  of  men. 

On  April  15,  1855,  Mr.  Russell  married  Miss 
Mary  J.  Lyon,  who  was  born  in  Woodbridge, 
daughter  of  Dilazon  Goodsell  Lyon,  who  is  now 
deceased.  Her  motlier,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Eliza  Beach,  was  a  native  of  Woodbridge,  and 
died  Jan.  4,  1900,  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years. 
Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Lvon  had  five  children,  and  four 
are  vet  living:  William,  who  resides  in  Derby; 
Sarah,  wife  of  Isaac  Dickinson,  of  Westville ; 
Emily,  who  married  Edward  Grant,  of  Water- 
bury';  and  ]^Iary  J.,  Mrs.  Russell.  ]\Ir.  and  _Mrs._ 
Russell    have    one    child    living,   Jennie,    wife   of 
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.  Frederick  C.  Sperry,  who  superintends  our  sub- 
jject's  farm;  they  have  two  children,  Russell  Fred- 
lerick,  born  Jan.  4,  1897;  and  William  Curtis,  born 
I  July  10,  1900.  Georg-e  Lyon,  only  son  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  Feb.  21,  1857,  and  died  Dec.  14, 
1863.    Jessie  E.,  born  Oct.  20,  1873,  died  Aug.  29, 

1893- 

Mr.    Russell   is   a   Republican   in   politics.      He 
has  served  a  number  of  years  as  selectman,  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  relief  and  assessor,  and  for  a 
tim,e  he  was  chairman  of  the  board  of  assessors. 
In  1871  he  was  sent  to  the  Legislature,  and  during 
his  term  served  on  the  committee  on  fisheries ;  he 
introduced  the  bill  on  shad  fisheries,  and  the  bill 
appropriating  money  from  the  State  to  the  school 
I  of  Deaf  Mutes  in  Hartford,  to  provide  for  teach- 
;ing  reading  by  the  motion  of  the  lips;  a  number 
iof    private   bills    were    introduced    and    gained    by 
I  him.     His  intiuence  and  vote  were  also  given  to 
the  bill   to  consolidate   railroads.      Mr.   Russell   is 
.a  member  of  the  Republican  Club  of  Xew  Haven, 
land  has  been  a  delegate  to  several  State  conven- 
tions w"ith  Senator  Graham.     As  one  of  the  oldest 
members  of  Annawan  Lodge.  F.  &  A.  ]\L,  of  West 
Haven,    he   holds    a   prominent   place    in    Masonic 
circles  in  that  locality ;  he  is  a  charter  member  of 
the  Grange,  a  member  of  the  Orange  Agricultural 
Association  and   of  the   }^Iilk   Dealers   Association 
of  New  Haven,  of  which  he  was  the  first  presi- 
ident.     For  some  years  he  was  a  member  and  di- 
j rector  of  the  Orange  &  ^lilford  Agricultural  As- 
jsociation  and  took  an  active  part  in  sustaining  the 
'-work ;  his  exhibits  frequently  won  premiums.     He 
has  also  served  in  the  State  ]\Iilitia.  and  for  sev- 
eral years  was  in  the  Light  Guards  of  Xew  Haven. 
I  He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Orange,  in  which  he  held  office 
for  some  years  as  a  member  of  the  Society's  com- 
mittee. 


LEROY  SUNDERLAXD  WHITE,  inventor, 
patentee,  natural  mechanic  and  business  man  of 
Waterbury,  was  born  in  Springfield.  Mass.,  ^lay 
14,  1828,  and  is  a  worthy  representative  of  one  of 
the  oldest  families  of  New  England. 

Elder  John  White  came  to  the  Xew  England 
colonies  in  1632,  bringing  with  him  his  wife  and  at 
least  one  child,  X'athaniel. 

X'athaniel,  afterward  known  as  Capt.  X'athan- 
iel  White,  was  born  in  England  in  1629,  and  was, 
therefore,  but  three  years  of  age  when  brought  to 
America.  The  family  made  their  first  home  in 
Cambridge,  ^Nlass.,  but  after  iowv  years  removed  to 
Hartford,  Conn.  In  1650  or  1651  C:ipt.  Xathaniel 
moved  to  ]\Iiddletown,  Conn.,  of  which  place  he 
v.-as  one  of  the  original  proprietors. 

Deacon  X^.thaniel  White,  son  of  Capt.  Xathan- 
iel, was  born  in  [Nliddletown,  Upper  Houses.  Conn.. 
Julv  17,  1652,  and  died  in  Hadley,  Mass.,  Feb.  15, 
1742. 

Darjiel  \\  hite,   son   ot   Deacon   Xathaniel,   was 


born  at  Hadley,   Mass.,   IMarch    i,    1690,   and  set- 
tled  in  West  Hempfield,  where  he  died  Oct.    19, 
'   1721. 

I         Preserved  White  (i),  son  of  Daniel,  was  born 
I  in   West   Springfield,   Aug.   31,    1721.      He   was   a 
I  weaver  by  occupation,  and  his  death  occurred  in 
Springfield  July  16,  1802. 

Preserved  White    (2),   son  of   Preserved    (i), 
was  bom  in  Springfield,  Xov.  25,  1743.     He  was  an 
'  armorer,  learning  his  trade  in  the  famous  armory 
:  of  his  native  city.     He  died  June  8,  1823.     He  was 
married  Aug.  20,  1767,  to  Miss  Mary  Terry,  daugh- 
i  ter  of    Samuel   and    Sarah   Terry,    of   Springfield, 
Mass.       Thirteen     children     blessed     this     union : 
;  Roderick,     Alartin,     Luther,     Mary,    Luther     (2), 
'  Roderick     (2),    Rachel,    Hannah,    Roderick     (3), 
Hannah    (2),    Walter,    Preserved    (father  of   sub- 
ject) and  Persis. 

Preserved  White  (3),  father  of  Leroy  Sunder- 
[  land  White,  was  born  in  Springfield,  in  1789,  and 
died  in  September,  1832.  He  was  married  July 
;  13,  1823,  to  Lucinda  Rice,  a  daughter  of  Jeduthan 
Rice,  of  Ludlow,  Mass.  Mrs.  Lucinda  White  sur- 
vived until  February,  1879,  when  she  passed 
away.  The  family  born  of  this  union  consisted  of 
the  following  named  children:  Albert  M.,  born 
June  18,  1824;  Lewis,  born  Dec.  22,  1825;  Lyman, 
born  Feb.  18,  1827;  Leroy  S. ;  Sarah  Ann,  born 
March  24,  1830;  and  William  W.,  March  9,  1832. 
Of  this  family  Albert  AL,  Lewis  and  Lyman  are 
deceased;  Sarah  Ann  was  married  ^tlarch  7,  1854, 
to  the  late  Gen.  George  A.  Washburn,  of  Hart- 
:  ford ;  and  William  W.  is  a  machinist  of  Water- 
bury. 

Shortly   after  the   death   of   his    father,    Leroy 
Sunderland  White  was  bound  out  to  a  farmer  until 
nine  years  old.     He  then  re'turned  home,  and  next 
found  employment  as  a  bobbin  boy  in  a  cotton  fac- 
j  tory   at   Chicopee ;    while   there   he   was   promoted 
I  from  place  to  place  until  he  became  a  room  superin- 
tendent.    At  a  very  early  age  }-oung  White  mani- 
fested a  decided  tendency  for  mechanics  and  a  pre- 
;  cocious  faculty  for  invention.     At  the  age  of  twelve 
1  years   he  made  a   miniature   tool   chest,    which   he 
filled  with  planes,  saws,  chisels  and  other  tools  be- 
longing to  a   joiner's  outfit,   and   all   of   his   own 
manufacture.      This  kit   was   for  many   years   the 
admiration  of  his  friends,  and  it  foreshadowed  the 
future   of   the   youthful   mechanic.      He    was   em- 
ployed  for  some  years  in  the  Springfield  armory, 
where  in  former  years  his  father  worked.     When 
he  was  about  eighteen  years  of  age  he  entered  the 
emplov  of   the   Ames    Alanufacturing   Co.,    sword 
m.akers  of  Chicopee,  where  his  duties  included  die- 
sinking  and  ornamental  work  upon  swords,  especi- 
allv  ordered  by  the  United  States  government  as 
presentation    swords.      About     1855     Mr.     White 
moved  from  Chicopee,  or  Springfield,  to  Hartford, 
'  Conn.,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  machinist  and 
i  die  cutter  by    the    Hartford    Manufacturing    Co. 
J  There  he  invented  the  first  successful  machines  for 
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burnishing  silver-plated  flatware,  and  this  patent  he 
sold  to  the  company.  The  firm  of  Rogers  & 
Brothers  (consisting  of  Asa  Rogers,  Simon  Rog- 
ers, the  late  Mr.  D.  B.  Hamilton  and  L.  S.  White) 
was  soon  afterward  organized  in  Waterbury,  and 
for  this  firm,  from  1858,  ]\Ir.  White  was  for  seven- 
teen years  superintendent  and  master  mechanic, 
and  part  of  this  time  was  its  secretary.  While 
with  this  firm  ^Ir.  White  invented  several  new 
burnishing  machines.  In  1874  ]Mr.  White  was  em- 
ploved  by  Brown  &  Brothers  to  superintend  the 
erection  of  the  plant  fur  the  manufacture  of  flat- 
ware, and  while  with  them  he  invented  and  per- 
fected machinery  for  making  seamless  tubing  and 
kitchen  boilers.  Since  leaving  Brown  &  Brothers 
he  has  devoted  his  time  to  the  invention  and  manu- 
facture of  a  large  variety  of  articles,  most  of  them 
for  use  in  the  application  of  electricity  to  mechan- 
ical devices. 

On  April  24,  1852,  Mr.  White  married  Sarah 
Jane  DeLancey,  of  Xew  Market,  N.  H.  They 
have  lived  in  Waterbury  since  1858,  and  here  have 
reared  their  three  children,  namely:  Emma  1.^, 
who  was  married,  Dec.  19,  1876,  to  Alexander  C. 
Mintie,  of  Waterbury;  Jennie  C,  married,  in  July, 
rSpot  to  Thomas  G.  Lane,  of  Portland,  iNIe. ;  and 
Edith  S.,  married  in  June,  1897,  to  Dr.  Edward 
W.  Goodenough,  of  Waterbury.  In  1874  Mr. 
White  passed  three  months  in  Europe  on  a  tour 
for  both  pleasure  and  study,  and  in  1884  he  made 
a  more  extensive  tour.  In  politics  Mr.  White  is  a 
Republican,  and  has  tilled  several  local  offices,  such 
as  councilman,  street  commissioner,  etc.,  but  has 
been  more  interested  in  his  private  afifairs  than  in 
the  concerns  of  the  public.  He  is  a  member  of  Con- 
tinental Lodge,  F.  &  A.  ^I.,  Clark  Commandery, 
and  of  the  American  Association  for  the  Advance- 
ment of  Science.  Although  he  never  attended  a 
school  after  reaching  his  seventh  year,  he  has  ac- 
quired a  wonderful  store  of  practical  and  theoreti- 
cal knowledge  by  studying  at  all  favorable  oppor- 
tunities, and  he  has  a  fine  library  well  supplied 
with  the  works  of  the  best  scientific  writers  and 
metaphysicians.  He  experiments  a  great  deal  with 
the  X-Rays,  in  which  he  is  quite  skilled,  and  is 
classed  among  the  true  scientific  investigators  of 
Waterbury. 

NATHAN  FOWLER  GRISWOLD,  one  of 
Meriden's  best-known  business  men,  and  president 
of  The  Griswold,  Richmond  &  Clock  Co.,  dealers 
m  stoves,^ furnaces,  etc.,  Meriden,  was  born  in  Lock- 
port.  N.  Y.,  and  is  descended  from  one  of  the  old- 
est families  in  Xew  England. 

The  lineage  of  the  familv  mav  be  traced,  in  an 
unbroken  chain  of  descent,  'from'  Humphrev  Gris- 
wolfl,  a  "Lord  of  the  Manor,"  who  lived  in  Eng- 
land in  the  .sixteenth  century.  The  Malvern  estate 
came  into  his  possession  in' 1600,  and  the  heritage 
still  remains  with  the  English  branch  of  the  fam- 
ily.   In  1679,  :Malvcrn  Hall,  with  the  Coat  of  Arms. 


was  mentioned  in  English  records  as  belongino-  to 
Humphrey  Griswold,  who  died  in  1671,  and  *was 
succeeded  by  his  brother,  Rev.  Henry  Griswold, 
who  died  about  1720.  From  him  the 'title  passed 
to  his  eldest  son,  Humphrey,  and  upon  the  latter's 
death,  in  1772,  to  his  youngest  son,  Henry.  Henrv 
dying  without  male  issue,  the  estate  and  title  passed 
to  Rev.  Mathew  Griswold,  a  justice  of  the  peace 
for  the  County  of  Warwick.  On  his  death,  in  1778, 
he  left  a  daughter,  Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of 
David  Lewis.  She  died  without  surviving  male 
issue,  but  left  three  daughters,   Magdalene,  Anne 

;  Maria  and  Eliza.  The  oldest  married  the  fourth 
Earl  of  Dysart,  Anne  Maria  married  the  fifth,  and 
Eliza  died  a  spinster.  A  male  heir  in  the  direct  line 
being  still  wanting,  the  Malvern  estate,  and  the 
Arms  of  Griswold,  passed  to  Henry  Griswold 
Lewis,  a  son  of  David  Lewis  by  a  second  mar- 
riage.     The   next   heir    was    Lie'ut.-Col.    Edmund. 

'  ]Meysey  Griswold,  who  was  succeeded  by  his  uncle, 

I  Henry  Wigley,  M.  A.,  who  assumed  the  surname 
of  Griswold,  and  whose  descendants  are  still  own- 

■  ers  of  the  ancestral  estate  and  arms. 

\  The  American  branch  of  the  Griswold  family 
claims  as  its  first-known  English  progenitor 
[Nlathew  Griswold,  Esq.,  of  Kenilworth,  Warwick- 
shire, an  uncle  of  Humphrey  Griswold,  the  first 
Lord  of  the  Manor  above  named.  Mathew  had 
three  sons,  Thomas,  Edward  and  Mathew,  and  oL 
these,  ]\Iathew,  the  youngest,  was  the  first  to  come 
to  America.  \\'hile  yet  very  young,  he  joined  a 
company  of  pilgrims  collected  from  Warwickshire,. 
^Vorcestershire,  Somersetshire  and  Devonshire,  un- 

:  der  the  leadership  of  Rev.  John  Warham,  who  left 
Lngland  during  the  reign  of  Charles  I,  and  landed 
on  the  shores  of  Massachusetts  Dec.  30,  1620. 
Nine  years  later  Edward  Griswold  joined  his- 
brother  Mathew,  and  the  two  removed  from  Massa- 
chusetts to  Connecticut,  Edward  settling  at  Wind- 
sor and  the  younger  brother  at  Saybrook. 

Edward  Griswold,  mentioned  above,  was  born 
in  England  in  1607,  e'migrated  to  America,  and 
made  his  first  permanent  settlement  in  Connecticut, 
at  Saybrook,  in  1663,  and  in  1667  moved  to  what 
is  now  KillingAvorth,  in  ^Middlesex  county,  where- 
he  settled  and  which  he  named  after  his  birthplace 

!  in  England.     Here  he  became  an  extensive  land- 

'■  owner,  and  died  in  1691.  In  1630  he  married  Mar- 
garet (surname  not  given),  who  died  Aug.  it,, 
1670,  and  two  years  later  he  married  Sarah,  widow 
of  James  Remes,  of  New  London,  Conn.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Sarah,  born  in  1631  ;  George,  in  i''>33; 
Francis,  in  1635:  Lydia,  in  1637;  Sarah,  in  I'l.^S. 
married  Samuel  Phelps,  Nov.  10,  1650,  and  mar- 
ried (second),  July  21,  1670,  Nathan  Pinney:  Ann, 
in  1642;  Mary,  born  Oct.  13,  1644,  married  Tim- 
othy Phelps,  on  March  19,  1661  ;  Deborah.  June  28, 
1646,  married  Samuel  Buell;  Joseph.  March  12, 
1O47;  Samuel,  Nov.  18,  1649;  John,  Aug.  i,  1652. 
John  Griswold,  youngest  son  of  Edward,  the 
emigrant,   was  born  in    1652,   in  Windsor,   Conp.^ 
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and  removed  with  his  parents  to  Killingworth,  now 
the  town  of  Clinton,  where  he  became  a  land  owner 
and  farmer,  and  died  there  Aug.  7,  1717.  John 
Griswold  was  a  man  of  intelligence  and  influence 
and  was  a  deacon  in  the  church.  On  Oct.  27,  167 1, 
he  was  married  to  ^lary  (surname  unknown),  and 
after  her  death  to  Bathsheba  (surname  unknown), 
who  died  Alarch  19,  1736,  and  he  was  the  father  of 
these  children :  Alary,  born  in  February,  1673 ; 
Margaret,  in  December,  1675;  Hannah,  in  October, 
1677;  J<5hn  B.,  Sept.  22,  and  died  Dec.  27,  1679; 
Dorothy,  born  in  ]\lay,  1681 ;  Bathsheba,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1682,  married  Daniel  Clark,  Dec.  i,  1708; 
Samuel,  April,  1685;  Lucy,  in  July,  1686;  Martha, 
in  June,  1689,  died  in  March,  1690;  Joseph  and 
Benjamin  (twins),  Sept.  26,  1691 ;  Dorothy,  in 
September,  1692;  Martha,  in  June,  1694;  Daniel, 
in  October,  1696;  and  Walter,  in  Alarch,  1700. 

Joseph  Griswold,  twin  brother  of  Benjamin, 
and  son  of  John,  of  Killingworth,  like  his  father 
and  grandfather,  spent  his  days  in  the  town  of  his 
birth,  where  he  was  influential,  and  a  worthy  mem- 
ber of  the  church,  and  died  April  18,  1770.  On 
Dec.  27,  17 14,  he  married  Temperance  Lay,  who 
died  in  September.  1772,  and  their  children  were: 
John,  born  Oct.  12,  1715;  Joseph,  Oct.  22,  1716; 
Martha,  April  28,  1719;  Giles,  June  3,  1725;  John; 
J^aniel,  who  married  Lydia  Hull ;  and  Jedediah. 

Giles  Griswold,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born  in  Kill- 
ingworth, June  3,  1725,' and  on  Nov.  17,  1746,  mar- 
ried Mary  Chatfield,  and  their  children  were: 
Mary,  born  April  18,  1747;  Giles,  Oct.  28,  1748; 
Mercy,  Oct.  19,  1751  ;  Lucy,  Oct.  15,  1753;  Jesse, 
Aug.  28,  1756.  died  Sept.  21,  1777;  Zenas,  born 
May  10,  1759;  Abner,  Alarch  31,  1762;  Drusilla, 
Jan.  21,  1764,  died  in  Alarch,  1764;  Drusilla  (2), 
May  21,  1766;  David.  Nov.  20,  1768;  and  Charity, 
Feb.  12,  1774. 

Zenas  (jriswold,  grandfather  of  Xathan  Fowler 
Griswold,  was  born  Alay  10,  1759,  in  Killingworth, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  where  he  became 
a  farmer  and  landowner.  He  participated  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  having  enlisted  Jan.  3,  1777, 
in  Capt.  Stevens'  company,  and  was  discharged 
Dec.  21,  1779,  re-enlisting  ^lay  3.  1781.  and  served 
in  Capt.  Nathaniel  Edwards'  company.  By  an  act 
of  Congress,  passed  March  18,  1818,  he  was  made 
a  pensioner,  and  died  in  his  native  home,  full  of 
years  and  honors,  in  1836.  Zenas  Griswold  was 
twice  married.  His  first  wife,  Mary  Lane,  was 
born  in  1758,  and  d'ied  in  ]May.  1803.  Her  chil- 
dren were:  Philip,  born  in  January,  1786.  settled 
in  Genesee,  N.  Y. ;  Jesse,  born  in  February,  1788, 
settled  in  Lockport,  X.  Y. ;  Deborah,  born  Aug. 
2.  1790,  married  William  Hill,  and  died  Oct.  15, 
1873;  Rachel,  born  in  January,  1793,  died  in  1809; 
Martin  married  Sally  Fowler;  and  Sarah  married 
Elias  Norton.  For  his  second  wife  Zenas  Gris- 
wold married  Mary  Pettibone,  a  widow,  who  died 
in   1843.     Two  children  were  born  to  this  union: 


j  Amasa  Pettibone,  who  married  Charlotte  Chatfield ; 
and  Rachel,  who  married  Louis  Chatfield. 

Alartin  Griswold,  father  of  Nathan  Fowler 
Griswold,  was  born  on  the  old  Griswold  homestead 
in  Killingworth,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and 
where  he  married  Sally  Fowler,  daughter  of  Nathan 
and  Chloe  (Davis)  Fowler.  After  his  marriage  he 
removed  with  his  wife  to  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  where 
his  brother  Jesse  was  also  located,  and  engaged  in 
farming  for  some  time,  but  a'fter  the  death  of  his 
wife,  which  occurred  shortly  after  the  birth  of  our 
subject,  he  sold  out,  and  returned  to  Connecticut, 
i  locating  in  ]\Iiddletown.  There  he  engaged  at  gun- 
j  making  for  several  years  for  the  United  States 
!  Government,  and  then  went  West,  locating  in 
I  Cuyahoga  Falls,  Ohio,  where  he  bought  a  farm 
and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  Mr.  Gris- 
wold was  a  hard-working,  honest  man,  well  known 
for  his  integrity  and  for  his  fair  and  honorable 
dealings,  a  man  who  made  the  Golden  Rule  his  life 
motto  and  steadily  endeavored  to  follow  it.  His 
happiness  was  only  found  when  he  was  square 
with  the  world  and  his  fellow  men.  In  his  younger 
days  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  held  anti-slavery 
views,  and  at  the  formation  of  the  Republican 
party  associated  himself  with  it,  ever  after  being  a 
strong  partisan,  although  no  office  seeker.  For  his 
second  wife  he  wedded  Mary  Post,  of  Westbrook, 
Conn.,  who  died  in  Ohio.  She  became  the  mother 
of  several  children,  all  of  whom  are  dead  except 
Anne  and  Willard  M.  Griswold,  a  railway  agent, 
residing  in  Cuyahoga  Falls,  Ohio. 

Nathan  Fowler  Griswold,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  sketch,  was  only  three  days  old  when  his 
mother  died,  and  he  was  thus  early  deprived  of 
her  tender,  fostering  care.  While  still  a  babe  he 
was  taken  by  his  bereaved  father  from  his  native 
New  York  home  to  Connecticut,  and  there  placed 
under  the  care  of  his  maternal  grandparents,  in 
Durham,  and  there  attended  the  district  schools. 
When  he  was  but  eleven  years  of  age  he  started 
out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  trying  one 
season  on  a  farm.  This  life  did  not  entirely  please 
him.  and  he  then  engaged  to  work  in  the  store  of 
Uriah  A.  Ayers,  of  East  Haddam,  where  he  re- 
mained four  years,  receiving  as  compensation  his 
board  and  clothes.  While  filling  this  position  he 
managed  to  attend  school  during  the  winters,  but 
the  greater  part  of  his  education  was  received 
through  study  at  home,  through  reading,  and  in  the 
severe  school  of  experience.  The  desire  to  learn 
a  trade  first  brought  him  to  Meriden,  and  he  worked 
first  with  Pomeroy  &  Ives,  learning  the  tinning 
trade,  and  during  his  four  years  with  that  firm  he 
received  for  the  first  year  $25,  with  an  increase  of 
$5  everv  year.  After  completing  his  trade  within 
one  or  two  months  of  his  apprenticeship,  he  pur- 
chased his  remaining  time,  and  started  for  the 
West,  with  Cincinnati  as  his  objective  point.  The 
trip  was  an  interesting  one,  filled  with  variety  and 
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excitement.  By  canal  he  reached  Buffalo,  thence 
l)v  boat  he  went  to  Tokdo,  thence  again  by  canal, 
;ii)(l  here  the  canal  gave  way  and  the  passengers 
Middciily  found  their  boat  high  and  dry  on  land 
in  the  woods.  Each  one  had  to  do  the  best  he 
could,  Mr.  Griswold  finally  reaching  the  Queen 
L'itv  by  team.  He  soon  found  employment  at  his 
trade,  with  Greenfield  &  W'inchell,  and  there  for  a 
])criod  of  three  years  worked  as  a  journe^nnan. 
Returning  to  Meriden,  he  worked  for  Pomeroy  & 
Leonard,  and  later  removed  to  Holyoke,  Alass., 
where  he  first  started  in  business  and  remained 
two  years,  and  then  returned  to  Meriden.  In  1854 
he  started  in  the  tinning  business  for  himself,  first 
with  George  F.  Searles  as  partner,  who  later  sold 
out.  With  Henry  J.  Lewis,  son  of  the  well-known 
citizen,  Isaac  C.  Lewis,  the  business  was  conducted 
under  the  firm  name  of  Griswold  &  Lewis,  until 
1876,  when  Mr.  Charles  C.  Glock  became  a  partner, 
and  the  firm  became  Griswold,  Lewis  &  Glock. 
Mr.  Lewis  later  sold  out  to  Mr.  J.  L.  Richmond, 
the  firm  thus  becoming  Griswold.  Richmond  & 
Glock.  In  1889  the  firm  changed  into  a  stock  com- 
pany, known  as  the  Griswold,  Richmond  &  Glock 
Co.,  of  which  Mr.  Griswold  is  president  and  Mr. 
Glock  is  superintendent. 

Mr.  Griswold  has  conducted  a  successful  busi- 
ness for  nearly  half  a  century,  succeeding  on  ac- 
count of  his  ability,  energy  and  keen  foresight.  A 
man  of  kind  and  genial  disposition,  large-hearted 
and  generous,  he  is  very  frequently  called  upon  for 
aid  for  charitable  purposes,  and  liberally  responds. 
In  his  religious  views  Mr.  Griswold  avows  himself 
an  agnostic,  declaring  his  belief  to  be  founded  on 
facts  and  science,  in  the  place  of  superstition  and 
faith,  which  has  been  opposed  to  progress.  Mr. 
Griswold  believes  there  is  much  wisdom  in  Paine's 
■'-Age  of  Reason"  and  in  IngersoU's  "Age  of 
Truth,"  and  closes  his  testimony  with  the  gentle 
assertion,  "with  malice  toward  none,  and  charity 
for  all,  I  simply  confess  that  I  don't  know."  Mr. 
Griswold's  spotless  private  life  and  his  imtarnished 
public  reputation  disarm  all  criticism,  and  he  is  in 
every  way  a  citizen  of  whom  his  city  is  justly 
proud. 

In  Meriden  Mr.  Griswold  married  Eliza  Will- 
iams, a  native  of  that  town,  where  she  died,  and 
her  remains  rest  in  the  A\'est  cemetery.  She  was  a 
consistent  and  valued  member  of  tne  L'niversalist 
Church.  The  children  born  to  this  union  were : 
Ella  A.,  who  married  Eugene  H.  Ray.  superintend- 
ent of  the  Silver  City  Plate  Co. :  Charles,  who  died 
in  young  manhood,  and  now  sleeps  in  the  West 
cemetery  by  his  mother;  Frank,  who  died  while 
a  resident  of  Chicago;  and  Lewis  F.,  who  is  a  de- 
signer for  the  Charles  Parker  Co.  For  his  second 
wife  l\Ir.  Griswold  wedded  Mira  Rockwell,  who 
was  born  in  Hartford,  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Samuel 
Rockwell,  and  is  a  lady  of  high  culture  and  of  fine 
attainments.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Griswold  reside  in  their 
beautiful  home  on  Lincoln  street,  where  they  offer 
a  bounteous  hospitality. 


The  Rockwell  family,  of  which  Mrs.  Nathan 
F.  Griswold  is  a  descendant,  is  one  of  the  oldest  in 
Hartford  county.  Williatn  Rockwell,  the  first  of 
the  family  in  America,  was  born  in  Dorchester, 
England,  April  14,  1C24,  was  married  in  his  native 
country  to  Susannah  Capan,  a  daughter  of  Bernard 
Capan.  They  came  to  America  in  1630,  locating 
first  in  Dorchester,  Mass.,  where  he  was  one  of  the 
twenty-four  freemen  who  took  the  oath  of  fidelity 
on  May  18,  163 1,  was  a  deacon  in  the  church  there, 
and  was  one  of  the  jurors  in  the  first  manslaughter 
case  tried  in  the  Colony.  In  1637  he  removed  his 
family  to  Windsor,  Conn.,  where  he  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days,  dying  ^Nlay  15,  1640.  William 
Rockwell  was  also  a  deacon  in  the  church  at  Wind- 
sor. On  May  29,  1645,  his  widow  married  for  her 
second  husband  Mathew  Grand,  and  she  passed 
away  Nov.  14,  1666.  The  children  were;  Joan, 
born  April  25,  1625,  in  England;  Samuel,  July  18, 
1627,  in  England;  John,  March  28,  1631,  in  Dor- 
cnester,  Mass. ;  Ruth,  in  August,  1633,  in  Dor- 
chester; Sarah,  July  31,  1634,  in  Windsor,  Conn.; 
and  Joseph,  in  1635,  in  Windsor.  Ruth  married 
Christopher  Huntington,  and  removed  to  Say- 
brook  in  1660,  and  later  to  Norwich,  where  they 
were  early  settlers.  Sarah  became  the  wife  of 
Walter  Gaylor. 

Sergeant  Samuel  Rockwell,  son  of  Deacon  Will- 
iam, was  born  in  England,  came  to  America  with 
his  parents,  and  removed  with  them  to  Windsor 
and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  what  is  now 
East  Windsor,  and  there  engaged  in  farming  until 
his  death,  in  171 1.  On  April  6,  1662,  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  membership  in  the  Windsor  Church,  and 
on  April  7,  1660,  he  married  Mary  Norton,  of  Guil- 
ford, a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Grace  (Wells) 
Norton,  and  to  them  were  born  these  children : 
!\Iary,  baptized  in  January,  1661,  married,  Oct.  23, 
1683,  to  Josiah  Loomis ;  Samuel,  baptized  Oct.  19, 
1667;  Joseph,  ]\Iay  22,  1670;  John,  Alay  31,  1673; 
Abigail,  April  11,  1676,  married,  Nov.  9,  1704, 
John  Smith,  and  died  Oct.  12,  1741 ;  and  Josiah, 
baptized  ^Nlarch  10,  1676. 

Lieutenant  Joseph  Rockwell  was  born  in  East 
Windsor,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  was  en- 
gaged in  farmiup-  all  his  life,  dying  on  June  26, 
1733.  His  marriage  was  to  Elizabeth  Drake,  born 
Xov.  4,  1675,  s  daughter  of  Job  and  Elizabeth  (Al- 
vord)  Drake,  and  to  them  were  born  six  children: 
Joseph,  Nov.  23,  1695;  Elizabeth,  Dec.  12,  1690, 
died  in  infancy;  Benjamin,  Oct.  26.  1700;  James, 
June  3,  1704;  Job,  April  13,  1709;  and  Elizabeth, 
July  24.  I7r3,  married  Jonathan  Huntington. 

Benjamin  Rockwell,  son  of  Lieut.  Joseph,  was 
born  in  East  Windsor,  Oct.  26,  1700.  At  the  age 
of  nineteen  years  he  removed  to  Staft'ord,  Tolland 
county,  where  he  became  engaged  in  farming  an<l 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  married  ]\Iar- 
garet  Park,  a  daughter  of  Robert  Park,  of  Preston. 
Conn.,  and  their  children  were  Margaret,  Samuel 
and  Elizabeth. 

Samuel  Rockwell,  only  son  of  Benjamin,  was 
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born  in  Stafford,  Conn.,  Xov.  28,  1727,  and  died 
there  Xov.  24,  1794.  He  was  twice  married,  the 
first  time,  Dec.  15,  1757,  to  Hannah  Orcutt,  born 
Jan.  2,  17^8-9.  a  danghter  of  Xathan  and  Phcbe 
(_ Little)  Orcutt,  and  to  this  union  these  children 
were  born:  Benjamin,  Job,  Samuel,  Xathan,  Han- 
nah and  Margaret.  His  second  marriage  was  to 
Hannah  Johnson,  the  widow  of  El'ias  Lee,  and  she 
died  Dec.  16,  1834,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one,  having 
been  the  mother  of  one  daughter,  Lucy. 

Benjamin  Rockwell,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Griswold,  was  born  in  1758,  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Stafford,  where  he  died  in  1803.  His  marriage 
was  to  Eimice  Lillibridge,  of  Stafford,  and  these 
children  were  born  to  the  marriage :  Park,  Sept. 
16,  1790,  and  died  Sept.  4,  1877,  married  Esther 
Slater,  a  daughter  of  Aloses  Slater,  born  ]\Iay  14, 
1793,  and  died  in  Alarch,  1883,  and  they  had  five 
children,  Benjamin,  an  unnamed  infant,  Maurice, 
Miranda  and  Emeline;  Samuel,  the  father  of  ^Irs. 
Griswold;  David,  born  in  1800,  died  Jan.  18,  1840-1 
married  Lavinia  Hyde,  of  Stafford,  who  was  born 
in  1794,  and  died  June  8,  1852 ;  and  Polly. 

Capt.  Samuel  Rockwell  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Stafford,  where  he  received  a  com- 
mon-school education,  growing  to  manhood  in  his 
native  town.  In  early  manhood  he  came  to  Hart- 
ford county,  where  he  started  in  business  and  be- 
came one  of  the  largest  grain  and  feed  dealers  in 
the  city  of  Hartford,  building  up  a  prosperous 
trade,  and  becoming  noted  for  his  honesty  and  up- 
right dealings.  Domestic  in  his  habits,  neverthe- 
less he  took  an  interest  in  public  affairs,  was  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
although  he  ever  upheld  its  principles,  he  just 
as  strenuously  refused  public  office.  Mr.  Rockwell 
was  captain  of  the  State  militia  in  Stafford,  and 
always  took  a  deep  interest  in  it.  His  religious 
connection  was  with  the  Congregational  Church, 
where  he  was  liberal  in  the  support  of  charity,  and 
was  a  devoted  husband  and  father,  a  man  who  en- 
joyed the  respect  of  the  community. 

Capt.  Rockwell  was  twice  married.  He  first 
married  Lydia  Lillibridge,  and  three  children  were 
born  to  them :  Benjamin,  Emery  and  David,  the 
latter  a  theological  student  at  Trinity  College, 
Hartford.  He  married,  second,  Hannah  Hyde,  and 
to  this  union  five  children  were  bom :  James, 
Clark,  Almira,  Charles  and  Willard,  all  deceased 
except  Mrs.  Griswold  and  Charles,  who  resides  in 
Hartford.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rockwell  are  buried 
in  Spring  Grove  cemetery.  Mrs.  Rockwell  was 
noted  for  her  gentle,  winning  manner,  and  was  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
She  had  descended  from  one  of  the  oldest  families 
in  Connecticut,  William  Hyde  having  been  one  of 
the  oldest  settlcrs'of  Xorwich.  The  name  of  Will- 
iam Hyde  first  appears  in  Hartford  in  the  old  bury- 
ing ground  as  one  of  the  oldest  settlers,  but  the 
name  was  well  known  in  England  for  many  years 
before  it  was  found  in  America.     Sir  Robert  Hvde 


was   chief  justice  of   the   court   of  common   pleas 
m  1660.     Sir  Edward  Hyde,  afterward  the  Earl  o£ 

.  Clarendon,  is  known  to  all  students  of  English  his- 
tory as  the  grandfather  of  Queen  Anne  an\l  of  Ed- 
ward Hyde,  who  became  one  of  the  provincial  gov- 
ernors of  Xew  York. 

A\  illiam  Hyde  was  probablv  a  contemporarv  of 
Sir  Robert  and  came  to  America  with  Rev.  Thomas 
Hooker,  the  first  minister  in  Hartford,  removing 
to  Saybrook  and  later  to  Xorwich,  where  he  died 
on  Jan.  6,  1681.  William  Hyde's  children  were:. 
Hester,  who  married  John  Post;  Samuel,  born  in 
Hartford,  about  1637,  married,  m  June,  1659,  Jane 
Lee,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Lee,  of  East  Savbrook,. 
and  their  children  were  Elizabeth,  \yorn  in  August^ 
1660.  married  Richard  Lord;  Phebe,  born  in  Jan- 
uary, 1663,  married  .Mathew  Griswold:  Samuel, 
born  in  1665,  married  Elizabeth  Calkins:  [ohn! 
born  in  December,  1667,  married  Experience  Abel; 
William,  born  in  January,  1670,  married  Ann  Bush- 
nell;  Thomas,  born  in  July,  1672,  married  Mary 
Backus:  Jalus,  born  in  May,  1677,  married  Eliza- 

'  beth  Bushnell;  and  Sarah,  born  in  1675,  died  the 
same  year. 

Thomas  Hyde,  son  of  Samuel,  was  born  in  Julv, 
1672,  in  Xorwich,  Conn.,  and  died  April  9,  1755. 
In  December,  1696,  he  married  Marv,  daughter  of 
Stephen  Backus,  of  Xorwich.  and  'their  children 
were:  :Mary,  born  Feb.  21,  1698,  married  John 
Pember;  Thomas,  bom  July  29,  1699.  married 
Elizabeth    Huntington;    Phebe,     born     March     16, 

1702,  married  John  Erench ;  Jacob,  born  Jan.  20,. 

1703,  married  Harriet  Kingsbury;  Jane,  born  Dec 
4,  1704,  married  John  Birchard ;  and  Abner,  born 
Sept.  12,  1706,  married  first  Jerusha  Huntington,, 
and  second,  Mehetable  Smith." 

Jacob  Hyde,  born  on  Jan.  20,  1703,  in  Xorwich, 
Conn.,  died  Jan.  22.  1782,  was  married  Oct.  11, 
1727,  to  Hannah,  daughter  of  Joseph  Kingsbury,, 
and  their  children  were:  Jacob,  born  Aug.  i,  1730, 
married  Hannah  Hasen ;  Mary,  born  March  24, 
1732.  married  Peabody  Moseley ;  Ephraim,  born  on 
April  23,  1734;  Joseph,  born  June  i,  1736,  married 
first  Abigail  Abel,  and  second  married  Justicia 
Abal ;  Hannah,  born  May  8,  1738,  married  Samuel 
Ladd ;  Ruth,  born  Jan.  26,  1740,  married  EzekieL 
Ladd ;  Jonathan,  born  Jan.  4,  1742,  died  O'^t.  22, 
1743;  Silence,  born  April  13,  1744,  married  Joseph 
Ladd;  Rebecca,  born  Dec.  11,  1745,  married  Leb- 
beus  Armstrong;  and  Phebe,  born  Oct.  7,  1751,. 
died  Jan.  28,  1771. 

Ephraim  Hyde,  son  of  Jacob,  was  born  in  Xor- 
wich, later  removed  to  Stafford,  and  married  ^lar- 
tha  Giddings,  of  Xorwich,  the  children  born  to  them 
being:  Xathaniel,  ]\Iarch  7,  1757,  married  first 
Sarah  String,  and  second  Cynthia  Palmer;  Han- 
nah, X'ov.  15.  1758;  Lydia,  Jan.  6,  1760,  married 
Joseph  Alden :  Ephraim.  Jan.  23,  1763,  married 
Alargaret  Walbridge ;  Xathan,  Feb.  15,  1765,  mar- 
ried Olive  Wales:  Jacob,  Xov.  13,  1767,  married 
Lydia  Hall;  Jasper,  December,   1769,  married  De- 
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light  Strong;  Emma,  Aug.  2,  1772,  married  Eli 
Converse;  Eli,  May  4,  1777,  married  Mehitable 
Lyon. 

Jacob  Hyde,  son  of  Ephraim,  was  born  in 
Stafford,  on  Nov.  13.  1767,  and  died  June  8.  1847, 
and  married  Lydia  Hall,  of  StatTord.  The  children 
of  tiiis  marriage  were:  Ephraim  Hall,  March  17, 
1794,  died  Feb.  22,  1873,  married  first  Xancy  Shaw, 
second,  Esther  Foster;  Jacob,  born  in  1802,  died 
Nov.  30,  1828;  Lydia.  born  in  1797,  died  Dec.  20, 
1832,  married  Daniel  Finney;  Hannah,  born  ^larch 
6,  1808,  died  in  ^Nleriden.  Oct.  13,  1893.  On  Sept. 
24,  1834,  she  married  Samuel  Rockwell,  the  father 
of  ^Irs.  X.  F.  Griswold. 

ROLAND  AUSTLX  S^HTH.  One  of  the  well- 
known  farmer  citizens  of  that  part  of  North  Haven 
known  as  Montowese,  is  Roland  Austin  Smith,  who 
is  a  descendant  of  an  old  and  honored  family  of 
Crawfordshire,  England.  Asa  Smith,  the  grand- 
father, came  to  America  when  a  young  man,  landing 
at  Boston  and  opening  up  a  blacksmith  shop,  which 
he  operated  for  some  time  there,  later  moving  to 
Sherburne,  Alass.,  where  he  also  worked  at  his  trade. 
He  subsequently  located  in  the  home  of  his  daugh- 
ter in  Walpole,  ^lass.,  where  both  he  and  his  wife 
died.  The  children  born  to  this  couple  were :  Em- 
ery; Louisa,  who  married  Metcalf  Siiiith ;  Roxie, 
who  married  Reuben  Clapp ;  Caroline,  who  married 
William  Carroll ;  and  Roland  Sumner. 

•Roland  Sumner  Smith  was  born  in  Sherburne, 
Mass.,  and  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith  under 
Mr.  Plimpton,  in  Walpole,  [Mass.,  and  also  engaged 
in  making  hoes,  scythes,  in  those  days  all  the  work 
being  performed  by  hand.  Later  he  removed  to 
Burrville,  Mass.,  and  still  later  entered  into  v/ork 
at  his  trade  in  both  Walpole  and  Foxboro.  his  last 
work  being  done  in  W'alpole  Center,  removing  some 
time  previous  to  his  death  to  Norfolk,  ilass.  His 
marriage  was  to  Eliza  Gilbert,  who  was  a  sister  of 
Lydia  Curtis,  who  became  the  mother  of  Gen. 
Nelson  Miles.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Smith  was 
Solomon  Gilbert,  a  basket  manufacturer,  who  was 
born  in  Sharon,  Mass.  The  children  of  this  union 
were  Roland  A. ;  Maria,  who  married  Ellis  Boyden, 
of  Walpole,  Mass.;  Levi  E.,  a  resident  of  Lynn, 
Mass.;  and  Charles  H.,  a  resident  of  Boston. 

Roland  Austin  Smith  was  born  in  Walpole. 
Mass.,  May  24,  1824,  and  removed  with  his  par- 
ents to  Foxboro  when  a  lad,  and  went  to  the  dis- 
trict schools  in  that  village  and  in  Walpole.  After 
the  age  of  twelve  he  had  little  educational  opportun- 
ity and  came  to  New  Haven,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed by  his  uncle,  Levi  Gilbert,  as  a  clerk  in  a  con- 
fectionery store  at  the  corner  of  Center  and  Church 
streets.  Remaining  with  his  uncle  for  two  years, 
he  then  returned  home  and  was  occupied  on  the  farm 
until  he  was  eighteen,  when  he  started  in  to  learn 
the  trade  of  a  baker,  in  Medfield,  Mass.,  and  be- 
came skilled  in  the  business.  For  fifteen  years  he 
worked  at  this  trade  in  New  Haven,  in  a  building 
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located  where  the  Hyperion  Theater  now  stands, 
and  then  embarked  in  the  oyster  business.  Hiring 
a  depot  on  Orange  street,  he  dealt  in  the  bivalves, 
lx)th  wholesale  and  retail,  shipping  many  to  distant 
States,  remaining  in  this  line  about  nine  years. 
Later  he  started  a  restaurant  where  the  Second 
National  Bank  is  now  located,  remaining  there  but 
a  short  time,  as  this  did  not  prove  a  favorable  lo- 
cation. 

Mr.  Smith  then  took  a  position  as  brakeman  on 
the  Hartford  &  New  Haven  R.  R.,  and  filled  many 
positions  on  the  road,  acting  as  a  general  mechanic 
at  times,  and  becoming  conductor,  severing  his  con- 
nection with  the  road  when  business  became  poor 
with  it.  on  account  of  the  Civil  war.  Entering  the 
shop  of  Peck,  Smith  &  Co.  of  Southington,  Conn., 
now  the  Peck,  Stowe  &  Wilcox  Co.,  he  remained  in 
their  employ  for  ten  years,  doing  general  mechani- 
cal work,  and  l^eing  employed  on  bayonets,  which: 
were  sold  to  the  government.  He  remained  all 
through  the  war,  but  after  its  close  the  demand  for 
these  weapons  ceased,  and  another  line  of  goods 
was  produced.  A  man  of  many  resources,  when' 
one  line  of  work  failed  Mr.  Smith  found  another, 
and  coming  to  North  Haven,  he  was  employed  to 
care  for  an  aged  lady,  Mrs.  Bedotha  Button,  for 
nine  years  faithfully  performing  the  duties  re- 
quired of  him.  After  her  death  he  bought  his  pres- 
ent farm  from  Eli  Hayes,  and  has  made  many  im- 
provements, and  carries  on  a  general  line  of  farm- 
ing. 

On  May  25,  1848,  Mr.  Smith  was  married  to 
Lois  Eaton,  a  native  of  X'orth  Haven,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Theophilus  and  Elmira  (  Bronson  )  Eaton,  and 
two  children  have  been  born  of  this  union :  Charles 
and  Harriet.  A  very  pleasant  and  companionable- 
gentleman,  his  recollections  of  former  davs  are  verv 
interesting,  and  he  possesses  a  wonderful  memorv.. 
stored  with  incidents  of  interest.  His  political  at^l- 
iation  is  with  the  Republican  party,  and  he  is  ever 
ready  to  uphold  its  principles,  although  he  is  unwill- 
ing to  hold  any  position  in  the  gift  of  the  party. 

THOAL\S  AXDREW  SAHTH.  who  in  early 
life  was  prominently  identified  with  the  industrial 
mterests  of   New  Haven  county,  and  is  now   en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  in   X'orth  Bran  ford.. 
I  was  born  in   that  town  Jan.  9,   1827.  and  belongs- 
I  to  old  Colonial  families.     His  paternal  grandfather. 
Thomas    Smith,    was   born    about    1762.    and    died 
I   Feb.  20,    181 5.     He  was  a  soldier  of  the  war  of 
I   181 2,    and    succeeded    in   blowing   up   an    Engli-^h 
I  craft,  but  was   injured   in   the   explosion   and   'lied 
from   the   effects   of   his   wounds.      His   first    wife. 
I   Sarah   Frost,   was   the  mother  of  Thomas    (  father 
I  of   the   subject   of   this   sketch).   John   an<l    Sarah. 
I  On  April  22,  1801,  he  married  Rosanna  Hull,  who 
'  died  Feb.  3,   1846.     In  their  family  were  five  chil- 
dren,    namely:     Ebenezer,   born    Alarch    17,    1802, 
I  who   wedded    Mary   Ann    Rogers ;   Rosanna,    ba])- 
I  tized  June  21,  1812;  Martha,  who  married  George- 
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L.  Thorpe;  Iliram,  baptized  May  6,  1810;  and 
James. 

Deacon  Thomas  Smith  was  born  in  North 
Haven  Sept.  20,  1798,  and  died  Dec.  10,  1874. 
He  was  married  Jan.  24,  1819,  to  Hannah  Tuttle, 
daughter  of  Jude  Tuttle.  She  was  horn  Jan  4, 
1802,  and  died  Dec.  6,  1876.  To  them  were  born 
the  following-  children :  Julius,  born  Dec.  0,  1S19, 
wedded  Mary  Frost;  he  was  engaged  in  the 
butcher  business  in  Fair  Haven  and  Hartford. 
George  R.,  born  Jan.  18,  1821,  married  Emeline 
^Munson,  and  followed  farming  near  the  old  home- 
stead. Sarah  L.,  born  April  20,  1824,  died  young. 
Thomas  Andrew  is  ne.xt  in  order  of  birth.  James 
¥.,  born  Dec.  31,  1830,  also  followed  farming  near 
ihe  old  homestead.  Jane  F.,  twan  sister  of  James 
F.,  is  the  widow  of  William  S.  Munson,  of  W'all- 
ingford.  John  W.,  born  Jan.  14,  1835,  first  married 
Anna  Fowler  and  second  Ida  Bradley,  and  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Seymour,  Conn.  Julia  A., 
bom  Aug.  20,  1844,  married  Henry  Harrison,  of 
North  Branford.  All  are  now  deceased  with  the 
exception  of  Thomas  A.,  Jane  and  John  W. 

On  the  maternal  side  Thomas  x\.  Smith  traces 
his  ancestry  back  to  William  Tuttle,  a  passenger 
•on  the  "Planter,"  who  came  to  New  England  at 
the  age  of  twenty-six  years,  and  died  in  June, 
1673.  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  was  born  in  1012,  and 
died  in  1684.  In  their  family  were  the  following 
children:  John,  born  in  1631  ;  Hannah,  born  in 
1632  or  1633;  Thomas,  born  in  1633  or  1634; 
Jonathan,  who  was  baptized  in  Charlestown,  ^lass., 
July  8,  1637;  David,  who  was  baptized  April  7, 
1639;  Joseph,  who  was  baptized  in  New'  Haven, 
Conn.,  Nov.  22,  1640;  Sarah,  who  was  also  born 
in  New  Haven  and  married  John  Slauson ;  Eliza- 
beth, who  married  Richard  Edwards;  Simon,  who 
was  baptized  March  28,  1647;  Benjamin:  ]Mercy, 
who  married  Samuel  Brown :  and  Nathaniel. 

Jonathan  Tuttle,  son  of  William,  was  born  in 
Charlestown,  Mass.,  in  1637,  and  died  in  1705. 
He  married  Rebecca  Bell,  of  Stamford.  Conn.,  a 
daughter  of  Lieut.  Francis  Bell.  She  died  in  1676. 
Tliey  had  six  children,  whose  names  and  dates  of 
birth  were  as  follows:  Rebecca,  Sept.  10,  1664; 
Alary,  Sept.  7,  1666:  Jonathan,  April  6,  1669; 
Simon,  March  11,  1671  ;  William,  May  25,  1673; 
and  Nathaniel,  Feb.  25,   1676. 

William  Tuttle,  son  of  Jonathan,  wedded  Mary 
Abernethy,  of  Wallingford,  Conn.,  and  they  had 
eleven  children:  Aaron,  born  Nov.  25,  1698; 
Closes;  Mary,  August,  1702:  Ezekiel,  April  21, 
17 — ;  Abel;  Susanna,  Nov.  10,  1708;  Lydia,  Feb. 
22,  171 1  ;  Jemima,  Feb.  13,  1713;  Hannah,  Nov. 
10,  1715;  William,  Aug.  i,  1718;  and  Daniel, 
April  30,  1722. 

Aaron  Tuttle,  a  son  of  William,  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Walling- 
ford, Conn.  He  was  married,  Feb.  6,  1724,  to 
Mary  Munson,  and  to  them  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children :     Jude,  the  eldest,  was  born  Aug. 


16,  1724;  Deborah,  born  Dec.  30,  1725,  married 
Amos  Clark;  Abel,  born  Feb.  14,  1728,  married 
Dorcas  Thomas;  Aaron,  born  Oct.  23,  1729,  died 
in  1737;  Mary,  born  May  22,  17:^2 ;  Eleazer,  born 
Oct.  12,  1734,  died  in  1739;  Ithamar,  born  Oct. 
26,  1736,  was  the  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject; Aaron,  born  Nov.  30,  1738;  Eleazer,  born 
Sept.  2,  1740;  Rachel,  born  July  14,  1742,  mar- 
ried James  Flill;  and  Isaac,  born  Feb.  4,  1745. 

Ensign  Itliamar  Tuttle,  also  captain  in  the 
militia,  was  born  Oct.  26,  1736,  and  died  Nov.  8, 
1817.  He  was  married,  July  28,  1762,  to  Rhoda 
Barnes,  who  died  Alay  6,  1806.  Their  children 
were  Joshua,  who  was  born  in  1764;  Jude,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject;  Levi,  who  married 
Molly  Bassett;  Polly,  who  married  David  J.  Tut- 
tle ;  Betsey,  who  married  Reuben  Doolittle ;  Patty ; 
Jerry,  who  married  Mary  Bronson;  Whiting,  who 
married  Lucinda  Tuttle;  Lyman,  who  with  the 
toregoing  was  baptized  Oct.  7,  1780;  ^Maiming, 
who  was  baptized  Feb.  23,  1781 ;  Rhoda,  who  was 
baptized  April  13,  1783,  and  married  Amos  Brad- 
ley ;  and  Ithamar. 

Jude  Tuttle,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  June  24,  1765,  and  died  probably 
Sept.  26,  1808.  He  married  Louisa  Smith,  Jan. 
I,  1 79 1,  and  they  had  six  children,  namely: 
Aurelia,  who  married  Jesse  Bassett ;  Whiting,  who 
married  a  member  of  the  Fairbanks  family;  Patty, 
who  was  born  in  Rome,  Alass. ;  Lorinda,  who  died 
in  North  Adams,  Mass. ;  Hannah,  mother  of  our 
subject;  and  Jude  S.,  who  was  born  July  4,  1804. 

Thomas  A.  Smith,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  North 
Branford,  and  began  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  the  town.  Later,  however,  he  attended 
the  graded  schools  of  North  Haven.  When  a 
young  man  he  secured  employment  in  a  factory 
at  ]\Ieriden,  where  he  remained  two  years,  and 
then  embarked  in  the  foundry  business  at  Clinton- 
ville.  Conn.,  as  a  member  of  a  company,  manufac- 
turing locks  and  similar  articles.  Prior  to  the  war 
of  the  Rebellion  they  did  a  large  business  in  the 
South,  depending  on  the  mail  order  system  to  ad- 
vertise and  sell  their  wares.  About  1855  ]\Ir. 
Smith  sold  out,  and  took  stock  in  the  agricultural 
implement  manufacturing  company,  then  being  or- 
ganized in  Northford,  which  enterprise  was  car- 
ried on  very  successfully  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  then  discontinued.  He  ne.xt  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising at  that  place  until  1896,  when  he  dis- 
posed of  his  business,  and  has  since  superintended 
the  operation  of  his  farm  of  sixty  acres  in  North- 
ford. 

In  that  town,  Mr.  Smith  was  married.  May  9, 
1855,  to  Miss  Ann  Delia  Harrison,  a  daughter  of 
Albert  and  Ann  (Foote)  Harrison.  She  died  Dec. 
I,  1859,  leaving  one  child,  Albert  Harrison,  who 
was  born  Feb.  11,  1856,  and  died  May  25,  1898. 
He  was  engaged  in  fruit  raising  at  Paw  Paw, 
Alich.,  and  was  married,  March  18,  1885,  to  Emma 
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R.  Snyder,  by  whom  he  had  two  children : 
'J  lionias  Albert,  born  Jan.  25,  1886;  and  I'aul 
Harrison,  born  Sept.  20,  iS8y.  ^Ir.  Smith  was 
married,  second,  Oct.  21,  1869,  by  Rev.  ]Mr.  Davis, 
to  Miss  .Martha  E.  Page,  of  Xorth  Branford, 
whose  ancestral  history  is  given  in  connection  with 
the  sketch  of  her  brother  on  another  page  of  this 
volume. 

Politically  Mr.  Smith  is  an  ardent  Republican, 
and  in  religious  connection  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  of  Xorthford.  He  has  been 
honored  with  several  official  positions  of  trust  and 
responsibility,  having  served  as  postmaster  of 
Xorthford  for  about  fourteen  years ;  selectman 
several  terms ;  tax  collector  six  consecutive  years ; 
member  of  the  State  Legislature  two  terms ;  and 
member  of  the  school  board.  In  business  affairs 
he  was  always  energetic,  prompt  and  notably  re- 
liable, and  he  is  a  man  whose  worth  and  ability 
have  gained  him  success,  honor  and  public  confi- 
dence. 

EDWIX  W.  COOPER,  who  was  born  in  West- 
ville,  Conn.,  Feb.  3,  1826,  passed  out  of  life  Dec. 
10,  1898,  and  in  his  death  Westville  lost  not  only 
one  of  its  most  successful  manufacturers,  but  also 
a  citizen  who  was  prominently  identified  with  and 
interested  in  the  progress  and  industrial  develop- 
ment of  his  section  to  an  unusual  degree. 

The  birth  of  Edwin  W.  Cooper  occurred  in  the 
town  where  his  business  success  was  obtained.  His 
early  educational  opportunities  were  very  limited 
as,  by  the  death  of  his  father,  when  only  a  child,  he 
was  obliged  to  labor  for  his  mother's  support,  she 
being  left  with  a  family  to  care  for.  Entering  a 
cooper  shop  as  early  as  he  would  be  received  as  an 
apprentice,  he  worked  there  for  a  time  and  then 
took  passage  on  a  vessel  owned  by  Abram  Heaton, 
gradually  being  promoted  until  his  wages  permitted 
the  saving  of  money.  This  vessel  plied  between 
Xew  Haven  and  Southern  ports,  and  ^Ir.  Cooper 
continued  on  it  for  three  years. 

Upon  his  return  to  Westville,  'Sir.  Cooper  en- 
tered into  business  in  partnership  with  Joseph  D. 
Payne,  the  association  continuing  for  fifteen  years. 
It  was  at  this  time  that  the  business  was  inaugurated 
in  the  town  of  Madison,  by  Mr.  Cooper,  that  proved 
such  a  financial  success  and  resulted  in  the  founding 
of  an  industrial  enterprise  which  has  been  of  the 
greatest  value  to  this  section  of  the  county.  For 
about  fifteen  years  Mr.  Cooper  was  a  manufacturer 
of  manilla  and  straw  board  paper,  utilizing  the  force 
of  two  mills,  and  giving  employment  to  a  large 
number  of  competent  workmen.  For  some  vears 
prior  to  his  death  he  had  retired  from  the  active 
management  of  the  business. 

Mr.  Cooper  was  married,  first,  to  Ruth  Ann 
Wooster,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Garry  Wooster, 
of  Westville.  She  died,  leaving  one  son.  Zenas  W.. 
who  is  a  resident  of  Windsor,  Conn.  On  Sept.  8, 
1868,  Mr.  Cooper  was  married  to  Miss  }*Iartha  S. 


Hotchkiss,  who  was  born  in  X'augatuck,  Conn.,  a 
daughter  of  Gideon  O.  and  Xancy  (Smith)  Hotch- 
kiss, the  latter  of  whom  was  a  daughter  of  Anson 
Smith,  also  of  Xaugatuck.  One  child  was  born 
of  this  union:  Eleanor  M.,  born  in  1872,  married 
Harry  B.  Kennedv,  of  Xew  Haven,  Conn.,  and  died 
Feb.  8,  1896. 

Mrs.  Cooper  was  a  daughter  of  Gideon  Oscar 
Hotchkiss,  a  son  of  Major  Orrin,  a  son  of  Amos, 
who  was  a  son  of  Gideon.  Gideon  Oscar  Hotch- 
kiss was  a  farmer  of  prominence,  and  was  also  aj 
leader  in  the  Democratic  party,  for  nine  years  being 
one  of  the  most  efficient  sheritts  of  the  county,  hold- 
ing the  office  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1872.  The 
children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hotchkiss  were: 
(i)  Martha  and  (2)  Marian,  twins,  the  former  of 
whom  became  Airs.  Cooper,  and  the  latter  Mrs. 
George  W.  Davis.  (3)  Orrin  Waite,  deceased, 
was  born  in  Xaugutuck  where  he  was  educated, 
learned  the  trade  of  machinist  and  became  superin- 
tendent of  the  E.  S.  Wheeler  factory  in  Saugatuck, 
spending  his  last  years  in  Bridgeport ;  he  married 
Emma  Perry,  who  was  born  in  Westport,  and  they 
had  one  son — Edwin  Benton,  who  was  educated 
in  Westville,  became  also  a  machinist,  and  in  1895 
went  to  Rotterdam,  Holland,  where  he  is  the  super- 
intendent of  a  factory.  (He  married  Katherine  Mc- 
Carty,  of  Brooklyn,  X^.  Y.,  near  which  city  her 
father  is  a  farmer,  and  they  have  two  sons,  Harold 
Orrin  and  Vernon  Le  Grand.)  (4)  George  Lean- 
der  is  deceased.  (^5)  Ida  married  Willis  B.  Isbell, 
well  known  as  "Parson"  Isbell,  and  they  have  two 
I  children,  Lena  May,  who  married  Rev.  Charles  O. 
Scoville  in  X'ew  Haven,  and  has  a  daughter  Helen 
i  May;  and  Grace  Lillian,  who  married  Dennis  Crum- 
i  my,  and  has  two  children,  Teresa  and  Julia.  (6) 
j  Hobart  is  a  prominent  lawyer  and  a  judge  in  thei 
i  city  of  X'ew  Haven.  (7)  Howard  L.  married  Mayj 
Towne  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  is  superintendent  of  I 
the  malleable  iron  department  of  the  Deering  Alanu-  j 
facturing  Co.,  of  Chicago.  j 

Mr.  Cooper  was  a  life-long  Democrat  and  for 
eight  years  served  his  city  as  selectman.     Frater-  j 
nally  he  was  connected  with  the  ^Masonic  order,  and  I 
both  he  and   family   were   consistent   and   devoted  ' 
members  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
i 

i         SELDEX   CHARLES  WILLIAAIS,    who    is 

j  one  of  the  well-known  and  popular  men  of  Meri- 

'  den,  is  now  living  as  a  retired  farmer,  and  is  cn- 

'  joying  in   his  old  age   the   fruitage   of  honest  and 

j  industrious  years.     He  was  born  on   the   Middle- 

I  town  Road,  East  Meriden,  Alay  22,  1832,  a  grand- 

!  son  of   David   Williams,   a  native   of   Xew    York, 

i  w^ho    followed    the    occupation    of    ship    carpenter. 

j       ■  Robert  Williams,  son  of  David,  and  the  fatlier 

!  of  Selden,  was  born  in  Catskill.  X.  Y.,  and  as  his 

1  father  died  four  years  after,  Robert  was  taken  to 

^outh   Glastonbury,   Conn.,   and   received   into   the 

home  of  David   Tryon,   where  he   remained   until 

sixteen  years   of  age.     At  that   time  he   came   to 
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I  Meriden,  and  entered  the  employ  of  Noah  Pom- 
eroy,  a  tinner,  and  devoted  himself  to  learning  the 
!  tinner's  trade.  For  several  years  he  was  an  ap- 
I prentice  with  Mr.  Pomeroy,  and  for  fifteen  years 
I  after  leaving  him  followed  the  trade  as  a  journev- 
man.  He  then  boug'ht  his  native  farm,  embracing 
twelve  acres  in  East  Meriden,  wlvich  became  the 
home  of  the  family.  He  traveled  through  the 
United  States  for  several  years,  selling  patent 
rights,  with  great  success.  His  last  years,  how- 
ever, were  spent  on  the  farm,  where  he  died.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  in  religious  mat- 
ters a  believer  in  the  faith  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
iof  which  his  wife  was  a  life-long  member.  Mr. 
Williams  was  married  in  Meriden  to  Rachel  Bald- 
win, daughter  of  Samuel  Baldwin,  of  East  Meri- 
den. She  was  a  school  teacher  in  her  earlv  vears, ' 
and  died  on  the  farm  where  she  had  lived  many 
years,  and  her  remains  are  buried  in  the  East 
Cemetery.  They  had  nine  children :  Alonzo  J., 
who  died  in  1900:  Hannah,  the  wife  of  Henry 
Winslow,  of  Middletown:  Selden  Charles;  Jo- 
seph H.,  who  died  in  1902;  Russell,  of  Meriden; 
Francis,  of  East  [Meriden;  Linus,  of  Akron,  Ohio; 
Isaac  B.,  of  Meriden ;  Harvey  iNIiller,  who  died 
when  nine  months  old. 

Selden  Charles  Williams  received  his  education 
in  the  district  school  and  at  Aleriden  Academy. 
He  grew  up  on  the  farm,  and  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een years  began  traveling  through  the  Middle 
States  and  the  South,  engaged  in  peddling.  At 
New  Orleans  his  health  failed,  and  he  took  passage 
on  a  Swedish  barque  for  Italy,  acting  as  third  mate 
on  board  the  ship  while  on  the  voyage.  While 
returning  home  he  learned  at  West  Sicily,  of  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  in  the  United  States. 
He  hastened  home  and  enlisted  in  Company  F, 
15th  Conn.  V.  I.,  with  Capt.  Al.  Harvey  and  Col. 
Dexter  Wright  as  his  superior  otificers.  Although 
he  had  a  crippled  hand,  he  was  accepted,  and  par- 
ticipated in  several  battles,  proving  himself  a  brave 
and  loyal  soldier.  He  was  transferred  to  the 
quartermaster's  department,  having  charge  of  the 
captured  horses  and  mules  brouglit  in  by  Sher- 
man's men.  Mr.  Williams  was  mustered  out  of 
the  service  in  North  Carolina,  and  returned  home, 
feeling  that  he  had  dene  a  man's  part  in  the  hour 
of  his  country's  need. 

At  home  Mr.  Williams  was  engaged  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  home  farm  for  a  time,  and  then 
found  work  in  the  factory  of  Bradley  &:  Hubbard. 
For  eight  years  he  was  with  that  noted  house,  and 
then  resumed  his  work  on  the  farm,  where  he  is 
still  engaged.  Mr.  Williams  is  well  read,  and  is 
thoroughly  posted  on  all  the  subjects  of  the  day. 
An  earnest  and  intelligent  believer  in  the  cardinal 
principles  of  Democracy,  he  is  a  worker  for  the 
success  of  the  party.  He  is  not  committed  to  any 
church,  and  holds  the  Golden  Rule  as  a  sufficient 
Jaw  of  life. 

On  Sept.  4,    1865,  Mr.  Williams  was  married 


[  to  Sarah  L.  Remington,  who  was  born  in  Meriden,. 
j  a  daughter  of  Oliver  T.  and  \'incey  (Morse)  Rem- 
i  ington.      To  this   union   were   born   eight  children, 
of     whom     four   are    living,   namelv :      Carson    E. 
:  married  Anna  E.  Loy ;  Flora  E.  is 'at  home;  Har- 
;  vey,   born   Oct.   24,    1875,   and  now  a  butcher  and 
t  meat  dealer,  was  married  to  Josephine  Kiemli ;  and 
Sarah  Lois  married  Edwin  S.  Culver,  of  Meriden,. 
j  and     is     the     mother   of    three    children,    Howard 
j  Marcus,  Raymond  George  and  Robert  .\lmon.    All 
j  the   others   died   in   infancy.      Mrs.    Williams   is   a. 
,  lady  of  intelligence,  and  has  proved  a  worthv  help- 
meet to  her  excellent  husband. 
I 

;         CHARLES    GRAXXISS    MERRIMAN,  now 

,  hvmg   retired   in    Westville,    is    a   native   of    New 

j  Haven,  born    :\Iay  29,   1823,  in    Elm    street,    and 

through  along  and  exemplary  life  has  upheld  the- 

prestige  of  a  family  whose  members  have  ever  com- 

I  manded    the    highest    respect.     The   connection    ot 

!  the  Merriman  family  with  the  historv  of  Connecticut 

j  dates  back  to  the  earliest  Colonial  davs.     The  name 

has  been  variously  spelled  Merriman!  IMerriam,  etc. 

j   From  the  History  of  Wallingford  we  extract  the 

j  following: 

I  "Joseph  Merriam  took  the  freeman's  oath  in  Lex- 
i  ington,  Mass.,  [March  14,  1638,  and  died  Jan!  i„ 
:  1641,  and  some  of  his  descendants  assumed  the  name 
:  of  or  were  recorded  as  Merriman.  Capt.  Nathaniel 
i  }klerriman  was  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  Wal- 
I  lingford,  Conn.,  in  1670.  He  died  Feb.  13,  1693,, 
\  aged  eighty  years. 

1  "John,  born  Feb.  28,  1659,  had  three  wives,  first 
'  Hannah  Lines,  of  New  Haven,  second  AIar>'  Doo- 
\  little,  and  third  Elizabeth  Peck. 
;  "John,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Peck,  born 
I  Oct.  16,  1691.  This  John  (i)  was  probablv  a  Bap- 
tist preacher,  preaching  at  Wallingford  and  after- 
ward at  Southington,  where  he  died  Feb.  17,  1784.. 
I  and  he  was  my  grandfather's  grandfather,  as  fol- 
'  lows:  Silas  (2),  Marcus  (3),  [Marcus  Jr.  (4),. 
;  my  father,  Charles  Granniss  (5)  Merriman,  mvself, 
;  aged  sixty-five  now  (1888),  born  Alay  29,  1823. 

"Silas  Merriman,  my  great-grandfather,  was 
I  born  1734,  died  [May  8,  1805,  age  seventy-one;  his 
I  wife,  Hannah  Upson,  died  1820.", 

Marcus  Merriman,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  Oct.  31,  1762,  in  Cheshire,  Conn.,  and 
i  died  in  New  Haven.  Just  before  his  death  he  wrote 
a  sketch  of  his  life  which  is  now  in  the  possession 
of  his  grandson,  our  subject.  He  was  verv  active 
during  the  Revolutionary  period,  and  took  part  in 
that  struggle  as  an  artillerist,  being  in  many 
of  the  engagements  in  and  around  New  Haven. 
His  parents  had  moved  back  to  Southington. 
and  remained  there  throughout  the  war.  In 
1780  Marcus  Merriman  went  to  sea  on  a  privateer, 
and  he  served  several  months  on  the  Atlan- 
tic, visiting,  in  company  with  other  privateers. 
France  and  other  countries.  In  [March,  1781,  he 
enlisted  on  board  a  20-gun  ship  which  was  to  sail 
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^lut  of  New  London,  under  letter  of  marque.  He 
went  to  the  West  Indies,  where  at  Port  au  Prince. 
llavti,  he  had  yellow  fever.  In  the  Bay  of  Biscay, 
wliither  the  vessel  had  sailed  after  visiting  the  West 
Indies,  they  were  engaged  by  two  British  war  ves- 
sels, were  hard  pressed,  and  obliged  to  run  ashore 
near  Bayonne,  where  the  ship  was  abandoned.  After 
recovering  the  cargo  they  sold  it,  and  Mr.  Alerri- 
ir.an  walked  to  Bordeaux,  a  distance  of  100  miles. 
This  consumed  four  or  five  days,  and  after  waiting 
a  month,  he  and  his  companions  left  on  foot  for 
Xantes,  200  miles  away.  At  the  latter  port  they 
shipped  for  $8.00  per  month,  on  a  Rhode  Island 
brig.  Here  they  heard  the  good  news  of  the  sur- 
render of  Lord  Corn wal lis  to  Gen.  Washington. 
After  leaving  thfe  coast  of  France,  they'did  not  see 
another  vessel  until  they  arrived  in  Providence,  after 
a  voyage  of  fifty-three  da\s.  They  carried  silks  and 
brandy  from  France.  Finally  returning  to  Xew 
Haven,  Marcus  ^Merriman  completed  his  trade,  that 
of  a  jeweler  and  silversmith,  which  he  continued  to 
follow,  becoming  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Merri- 
man  &  Bradley.  Alarcus  Merriman  was  a  good  citi- 
zen and  a  devout  believer  in  the  principles  of  Chris- 
tianity, which  he  earnestly  tried  to  follow.  He  was 
four  times  married.  In  November,  1783,  he  wed- 
ded Sarah  Parmelee  (grandmother  of  our  subject), 
who  died  May  16,  1793,  leaving  three  small  children. 
By  his  second  wife,  Susan  Bonticou,  who  died  in 
January,  1807,  he  had  five  children,  all  of  whom 
<lied  in  infancy  but  Sarah,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Eben  N.  Thomson,  of  Goshen,  Conn.  On  Dec.  22, 
1807,  Mr.  Merriman  married  Lydia  Wilcox,  of  Kill- 
ingworth,  who  died  Feb.  5,  1822.  In  November, 
1822,  he  married  Betsey,  widow  of  Othniel  De  For- 
i"St,  of  Huntington,  Connecticut. 

Marcus  Merriman,  Jr.,  father  of  Charles  G.,  was 
born  in  New  Haven,  and  there  died  Dec.  11,  1864, 
On  Sept.  12,  1813,  he  married  Mary  Hotchkiss,  who 
was  born  in  New  Haven.  }klarch  18,  1793,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Hezekiah  Hotchkiss,  also  a  native  of  New 
Haven,  and  a  member  of  an  old  Connecticut  family. 
Mrs.  Merriman  died  March  12,  1855.  Nine  chil- 
•dren  blessed  this  union,  of  whom  we  have  the  fol- 
lowing brief  record:  James  E.,  born  Jan.  27,  1815. 
resided  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  the  jewelry  business;  he  died  May  15,  1879,  '" 
New  Haven.  :\Iarcus  P.,  born  Nov.  18,  1817,  died 
June  3,  182 1.  Elias  P.,  born  May  i.  18 19,  lives  in 
\V  estville ;  for  many  years  he  was  in  the  tax  col- 
lector's office.  George  T.,  born  Feb.  22.  182 1,  died 
on  November  29,  1829.  Charles  G.  is  the  sub- 
ject proper  of  this  article.  William,  born  Dec. 
--•  1825,  died  in  infancy.  ]\Iary  G.,  born  June  13, 
1827,  died  in  Julv,  1830.  Grace  H.,  born  Nov.  2. 
1829,  (lied  Dec.  17,  1834.  Samuel  P..  born  July  9, 
1831,  died  Sept.  21,  1854.  -Marcus  :\Ierriman,'jr., 
the  father  of  this  family,  was  a  silversmith  during 
his  early  maiihwxl,  and  in  later  life  a  manufacturer 
of  hardware.  He  took  a  very  active  part  in  the  pul> 
lie  affairs  of  his  section,  held  numerous  local  offices, 


and  discharged  the  duties  thereof  so  completely  to 
the  satisfaction  of  his  fellow  citizens  that  they  hon- 
ored him  with  election  to  the  State  Senate.  His 
political  affiliation  was  originally  with  the  Whig 
party,  and  he  eventually  became  a  Republican.  In 
religion  he  was  a  Congregationalist,  holding  mem- 
bership with  the  North  Church. 

Charles  Granniss  Alerriman  remained  in  the 
city  of  his  birth  until  he  was  fourteen,  and  received 
his  literary  training  in  the  Lancasterian  School, 
where  Mr.  Lovell  was  then  the  instructor.  He  then 
went  to  New  York  City,  remaining  there  until  he 
was  twenty-one,  when  he  went  to  Montgomery,  Ala., 
for  two  years.  His  next  move  was  to  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  where  he  resided  for  twenty  years,  engaged 
in  the  jewelry  business.  In  1858  Mr.  Merriman 
brought  his  family  to  Hamden,  Conn.,  purchasing 
a  farm  whereon  they  lived  until  1875,  snice  which 
year  their  home  has  been  in  Westville.  He  never 
engaged  in  fanning  as  an  occupation,  residing  on 
the  place  mentioned  from  preference.  No  citizen 
of  the  community  enjoys  more  thoroughly  the  es- 
teem and  affection  of  his  neighbors  than  does  our 
subject.  Mr.  Merriman  has  literary  tastes,  which 
in  his  years  of  retirement  he  has  had  plenty  of  op- 
portunity to  gratify.  He  has  written  numerous  arti- 
cles for  different  papers,  and  has  published  several 
books  of  poems,  among  them  "The  Legend  of  the 
Sleeping  Giant,"  "Crude  Thoughts  In  \'erse," 
"Past  and  Present,"  and  "^Memories,  Reminiscences, 
etc.  in  verse  of  the  Old  Lancasterian  School."  Like 
his  father  before  him,  he  is  a  Republican  in  politics 
and  a  Congregationalist  in  religion,  in  the  latter  con- 
nection holding  membership  in  the  Westvilhe  Con- 
gregational Church. 

On  Aug.  22,  1855,  Mr.  Merriman  married  Miss 
Martha  L.  White,  who  was  born  in  Waterbury, 
Conn.,  but  was  living  in  Memphis  at  the  time  of 
their  marriage.  Her  parents,  Hiram  J.  and  Hen- 
rietta White,  were  Waterbury  people.  Three  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  2\Ierriman :  Fran- 
cis, who  died  in  infancy ;  Laura  W.,  who  died  Oct. 
15,  1880.  aged  twenty-two  years;  and  Miss  Alice 
M.,  residing  at  home. 


ROMANTA  T.  LINSLEY,  one  of  the  leading 
and  influential  men  of  North  Haven,  is  a  worthy 
representative  of  an  old  family  in  Connecticut. 
The  original  settlers  in  America  were  two  brothers, 
Francis  and  John,  who  came  from  England,  and 
located  and  bought  land  in  Totoket,  in  1643.  I-'rom 
John  are  descended  the  Linsleys  of  North  Haven. 
For  genealogy  see  sketch  of  Edward  Lee  Linsley, 
elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

Romanta  T.  Linsley  was  born  in  North  ford, 
Dec.  17,  1832,  and  received  every  educational  ad- 
vantage that  the  time  and  place  aft'ordcd,  having 
both  district  and  select  schooling.  Until  eighteen 
years  of  age  he  attended  school,  a  part  of  the  time, 
and  assisted  about  the  farm,  and  then  started  to 
learn   the   cabinet    maker's    trade,    later    the    car- 
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pentcr's  trade.  His  first  wages  did  not  cover  more 
than  the  price  of  his  board.  Hampered  by  poor 
health,  he  was  not  able  to  continue  very  long  at 
one  occupation.  He  worked  in  North  Haven  in 
an  agricultural  implement  factory,  and  then  went 
to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  tried  work  on  a  railroad. 
Returning  later  to  North  Haven,  he  assisted  his 
father  in  the  lumber  business.  The  war  breaking 
out,  his  brother  Samuel  gave  up  his  butchering 
business  to  become  a  soldier,  and  our  subject  took 
charge  of  this,  selling  meat  over  a  large  territory. 
Closing  out  this  business,  he  returned  to  his. old 
trade  of  joiner,  and  continued  in  that  line  until 
1885,  when  he  was  elected  first  selectman,  to  the 
duties  of  which  otifice  he  gave  his  whole  time  and 
attention.  For  twelve  years  Mr.  Linsley  held  that 
important  position,  his  term  expiring  in  1897, 
since  which  time  he  has  lived  on  the  pleasant  farm 
of  eleven  acres,  somewhat  retired  from  public  life. 
During  his  administration  the  beautiful  [Memorial 
Hall,  in  North  Haven,  was  erected,  and  he  was 
chairman  of  the  building  committee.  In  October, 
1899,  he  was  further  honored  by  his  fellow  citi- 
zens with  the  appointment  to  the  office  of- town 
treasurer,  to  succeed  the  late  F.  Hayden  Todd, 
which  position  he  still  fills.  He  has  also  served 
efficiently  as  grand  juror. 

Mr.  Linsley  married  Aliss  Angeline  B.  Pardee, 
a  native  of  North  Haven,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Deborah  (Todd)  Pardee,  and  the  only  child  of 
this  union  was  Idora,  who  was  born  Aug.  2,  1858, 
and  who  died  March  18.  1872.  In  politics  Mr. 
Linsley  is  a  stanch  Republican.  For  twenty-five 
years  he  has  been  'the  treasurer  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  of  North  Haven,  and  yet  retains  the  po- 
sition, and  he  has  also  been  vestryman ;  both  he  and 
his  wife  are  valued  members  of  the  same.  Kind 
and  obliging  in  manner,  Mr.  Linsley  has  many 
friends,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial 
and  representative  men  of  North  Haven. 

ALFRED  D.  TYRRILL,  superintendent  of 
the  New  Haven  branch  of  the  National  Casket 
Co.,  is  one  of  the  well  known  men  of  the  business 
world  in  New  Haven.  Almost  his  entire  life  has 
been  passed  within  the  confines  of  New  Haven 
county,  and  there,  where  he  is  so  well  known  in 
commercial  and  social  circles,  no  man  stands  higher 
in  the  estimation  of  the  people.  He  was  born  in 
Derby,  Conn.,  Dec.  10,  1837,  a  son  of  Isaac  PI. 
Tyrrill,  of  that  town. 

Isaac  H.  Tyrrill  was  born  Jan.  5,  1812,  a  son 
of  Eben  Tyrrill,  and  his  wife  Esther,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  1784,  and  died  Feb.  21,  1825, 
and  the  latter  born  Oct.  17,  1780,  and  died  Jan. 
10.  1835.  Isaac  H.  Tyrrill  grew  to  manhood  in 
Derby,  and  there  learned  the  joiner's  trade,  be- 
coming a  master  builder.  In  political  sentiment 
he  was  a  stanch  Whig,  and  in  his  religious  faith 
an  Episcopalian.  He  married  Harriett  S.  Blake, 
who  was  born  April  6,  181 1,  a  daughter  of  Isaac 


Blake,  and  died  June  i,  1874.  Two  children  were 
born  to  them,  Elmore  S.,  born  March  17,  1835, 
now  residing  in  New  Haven;  and  Alfred  D.,  our 
subject. 

Alfred  D.  Tyrrill  was  one  year  of  age  when 
his  parents  removed  from  Derby  to  Newtown, 
Conn.,  and  there  he  acquired  his  literary  training 
in  the  public  schools  and  in  the  academy,  under 
the  personal  tuition  of  J.  Homer  French  and  J. 
E.  Goodhue.  He  was  prepared  for  Trinity  Col- 
lege, but  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  intention  in 
regard  to  a  higher  education  by  the  failure  of  his 
health.  Until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  he 
engaged  in  teaching  in  the  public  schools,  spending 
his  summers  in  looking  after  his  mother's  prop- 
erty. By  the  time  he  had  gained  his  majority  he 
had  become  prominent  in  public  affairs,  and  he  was 
elected  to  several  offices  at  different  times,  being 
town  clerk  for  three  years,  registrar  of  vital  statis- 
tics for  a  like  period,  member  of  the  board  of  edu- 
cation six  years,  etc.  He  had  six  schools  under 
his  charge  to  visit  and  examine  all  the  teachers, 
and  was  chief  constable  for  three  years,  tax  col- 
lector one  year.  When  President  Buchanan  was 
in  power,  Jerome  Judsou  was  postmaster,  but  as 
he  was  in  business  in  Sandy  Hook,  Mr.  Tvrrill 
attended  to  the  postofifice.  "^After  four  years  in 
Newtown,  closing  up  his  aft'airs,  he,  in  1864,  came 
to  New  Haven,  and  has  since  made  it  his  home. 
His  first  employment  in  this  city  was  as  a  laborer 
in  the  New  Haven  Clock  Co.;  he  remained  with 
this  company  some  twelve  years  in  various  posi- 
tions, but  by  straining  his  eyes  while  filing  saws^ 
he  lost  the  sight  of  one  eye.  He  was  an  expert  saw 
filer  and  held  a  position  as  such  for  fifteen  years, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  became  assistant  super- 
intendent of  the  company  he  had  served  so  long. 
After  one  year  he  was  chosen  superintendent,  tak- 
ing entire  charge  of  the  case  and  brass  depart- 
ment. After  nine  years  in  this  responsible  position 
he  resigned,  and  for  a  short  time  was  engaged  in 
the  retail  grocery  business.  In  189 1  he  became 
superintendent  of  the  National  Casket  Co.,  and  in 
1899,  when  that  company  became  the  New  Haven 
branch  of  the  National'  Casket  Co.,  Air.  Tyrrill 
was  appointed  superintendent,  and  this  he  con- 
tinues to  be.  He  has  built  up  a  large  trade,  and 
has  won  much  praise  for  his  management  of  the 
company's  interests  in  New  Haven. 

On  Dec.  21,  1858.  Mr.  Tyrrill  was  married  to^ 
Miss  Martha  Dikeman.  who  was  born  in  New- 
town, Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Betsey 
M.  (Dikeman)  Dikeman.  the  former  born  in  New- 
town, a  son  of  Nathaniel  Dikeman.  and  the  latter 
born  in  Danbury.  a  daughter  of  Niram  and  Pat- 
tie  (Berker)  Dikeman.  Niram  and  Nathaniel 
Dikeman  were  brothers,  and  they  were  the  sons 
of  Thaddeus  Dikeman.  Two  children  blessed  the 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tyrrill:  (i)  Dwight  S., 
born  Jan.  2,  i860,  has  for  many  years  been  asso- 
ciated with  his  father.     When  the  latter  was  super- 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


•471 


iiitciulcnt  of  the  Clock  Co.,  Dwight  was  the  assist- 
ant siipcriiitc'iKlcnt,  and  again  with  the  National 
Casket  Co.,  Dwight  was  bookkeeper  for  two  years, 
tlieu  travehng  salesman  for  a  like  period,  and  now 
is  foreman  of  the  Mill  department.  He  married 
Anna  Daniels,  and  makes  his  home  in  New  Haven. 
(_>)  (lertrude  married  William  AI.  Reid,  of  Hart- 
ford, where  he  is  salesman  in  Brown  &  Thompson's 
(lrv-t^>ods  store,  the  leading  business  of  its  kind  in 
Jliirtford.  Politically  Mr.  Tyrrill  is  a  Democrat, 
but  in  local  affairs  acts  independently,  voting  for 
tlie  best  man  regardless  of  party.  He  is  a  member 
of  Wooster  Lodge,  No.  79,  F.  &  A.  AI.,  and  the 
Alutual  Benefit  Association.  For  fourteen  years 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Second  Company,  Gov- 
ernor's Foot  Guards,  and  for  the  last  seven  years 
of  that  time  was  secretary  and  treasurer.  When 
a  voung  man,  Mr.  Tyrrill  was  possessed  of  a  tenor 
voice  of  good  quality,  and  for  many  years  he  was 
the  soloist  in  the  Episcopal  Church  choir  in  New- 
town, and  also  in  other  choirs. 

HON.  JOHN  QLTNCY  THAYER,  of  Meri- 
den,  for  thirty  years  and  more  one  of  its  substantial 
men  and  honored  citizens,  and  now  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate for  the  Aleriden  district,  and  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  has  long  held  a  prominent  position  in  the 
professional  and  social  circles  of  the  city,  in  which 
his  useful  life  is  passing. 

Judge  Thayer  was  born  March  24,  1843,  i"  ^^^^ 
town  of  New  Milford,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  a  son 
of  Augustine  and  Electa  (Fairchild)  Thayer,  and  a 
grandson  of  Lemuel  and  Lucy  (Brownson)  Thayer. 
Electa  Fairchild  belonged  to  the  old  and  respected 
family  of  that  name  in  Newtown,  Conn.,  where  she 
passed  her  girlhood  and  early  womanhood. 

Augustine  Thayer  was  a  carpenter  and  builder, 
and  followed  his  trade  all  his  active  life  in  New 
Milford,  where  he  was  justice  of  the  peace  for  a 
number  of  years.  A  man  of  unassuming  spirit  and 
genuine  worth,  his  advice  commanded  respect,  and 
many  disputes  were  settled  by  him  out  of  court.  For 
fifty  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  his  daily  life  brought  no  blush  of  shame 
to  his  Christian  profession.  As  a  good  husband  and 
a  kind  father,  as  well  as  loyal  and  faithful  friend, 
he  is  tenderly  remembered  by  those  who  knew  him 
most  intimately.  He  was  a  strong  Anti-slavery 
man,  and  gave  very  substantial  aid  to  the  cause  of 
the  Union  in  the  days  of  war  and  strife. 

The  Fairchild  family,  as  noted  above,  has  long 
been  noted  in  Fairfield  county,  and  is  supposed  to 
be  of  Scottish  origin,  the  name  being  written  Fair- 
bairn  ni  the  early  days.  The  family  coat-of-arms 
indicates  that  some  of  its  members  took  part  in  the 
Crusades  from  1096  to  1400  A.  D.  The  family  re- 
moved from  Scotland  to  England  where  the  name 
became  Fairchild.  Thomas  Fairchild,  who  was  the 
first  of  the  name  in  America,  came  with  the  first  set- 
tlers, locating  at  Stratford,  Fairfield  county,  in  the 
rising  colony  of  Connecticut.     He  became  a  mer- 


chant, and  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  settle- 
ment, holding  various  positions  of  honor  and  respon- 
sibility. In  1O64  he  was  justice  of  the  peace,  and  was 
also  a  leather  sealer  for  the  county.  In  1654  he,  with 
his  brother,  and  Thomas  Sherwood,  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  draft  men  for  the  Narragansett  war. 
His  death  occurred  Dec.  14,  1670.  Miss  Seabrook, 
a  sister  of  Mrs.  Thomas  Sherwood,  was  his  first 
wife;  and  Miss  Catherine  Craigg,  of  London,  Conn., 
his  second.  To  these  two  marriages  were  born  six 
children. 

Thomas  Fairchild,  born  in  1644,  was  the  first 
white  child  born  in  Stratford.  He  lived  and  died  in 
his  native  town,  and  was  the  father  of  the  following 
children :     John,  Josiah,  Priscilla  and  Emma. 

Josiah  Fairchild,  noted  in  the  preceding  para- 
graph, was  born  in  Stratford,  in  1664,  where  he 
was  a  land  owner,  and  where  he  died.  Edward 
Fairchild,  his  son,  was  born  in  Stratford,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood,  and  in  1720  removed  to  New- 
town, Fairfield  county,  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life  and  where  his  posterity  still  abide.  He 
was  married,  and  became  the  father  of  Jonathan, 
Ebenezer,  Closes  and  James. 

James  Fairchild,  the  great-great-grandfather  of 
Judge  Thayer,  was  born  in  Newtown,  Conn.,  where 
he  lived  and  died.  He  was  a  land  owner  and  a 
farmer,  and  spent  his  life  in  his  native  community. 
Silas,  Philo  and  James  were  his  children. 

Silas  Fairchild,  the  great-grandfather  of  Judge 
Thayer,  was  born  in  Newtown,  in  1748,  and  was 
married  to  Sarah  Godfrey,  of  Weston,  Conn.,  who 
died  Alarch  31,  1832,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three 
years.  He  died  Dec.  17,  1821.  He  was  a  prom- 
inent man  and  was  commissioned  lieutenant  and 
subsequently  a  captain  of  Train  Band  by  Governor 
Trumbull.  Flis  children  were  as  follows :  Joseph, 
born  Aug.  12,  1770;  Abigail,  born  Aug.  10,  1772, 
died  March  28,  1794;  Stephen  Bradley,  born  May 
31,  1774,  died  Feb.  19,  1775;  Polly,  born  March  3, 
1776,  died  Jan.  22.  1794;  Sarah,  born  July  6,  1781. 

Joseph  Fairchild,  the  grandfather  of  Judge 
Thayer,  died  June  23,  1855,  and  his  years  covered 
a  long  and  critical  period  in  the  history  of  the  Re- 
public. He  was  three  times  married,  his  second 
wife  being  Amarillas  Dibble,  of  Danbury,  Conn. 
She  died  Jan.  10,  1827,  and  their  daughter.  Electa, 
became  the  wife  of  Augustine  Thayer,  and  the 
mother  of  Judge  Thayer,  as  already  noted. 

Judge  Thayer  received  his  preliminary  education 
in  the  old  Housatonic  Institute  at  New  Milford. 
where  he  was  being  prepared  for  College  at  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war.  The  firing  on  For: 
Sumter,  and  the  stirring  scenes  of  the  summer  of 
1861,  aroused  within  his  heart  a  patriotic  devn- 
tion  that  could  not  be  denied,  and  he  left  the  school 
room  for  the  tented  field,  enlisting  Sept.  21,  1861. 
in  Company  I,  8th  Conn.  V.  I.,  and  was  mustercfl 
into  the  United  States  service  with  his  company  and 
regiment  the  same  day.  This  command  became  a 
part  of  the  Eastern  army,  sailing  with  the  Burn- 
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side  expedition  in  January,  1862.  and  from  that  time 
until  its  discliargc,  Dec.  12,  1865,  saw  much  active 
service,  and  made  an  honorable  record  for  itself  on 
many  a  bloody  field.  Judge  Thayer  shared  the  for- 
tunes of  his  regiment  from  start  to  finish,  and  par- 
ticipated in  the  following  notable  engagements : 
Newbern,  X.  C,  March  14,  i86j;  siege  of  Macon, 
in  April,  1862;  Fredericksburg,  \'a.,  Dec.  13,  1862; 
Fort  Huger,  April  19,  1863  ;  Walthall  Junction,  \"a.. 
May  7,  1864;  Fort  Darling,  \'a.,  May  16,  1864; 
Petersburg,  \'a.,  Aug.  25,  1864:  Fort  Harrison,  \'a., 
Sept.  29,  1864,  and  entered  Richmond  with  his  regi- 
ment April  3,  1865.  After  the  fall  of  Richmond  he 
was  detailed  as  clerk  in  the  Adjutant-General's  de- 
partment of  the  24th  Army  Corps,  commanded  by 
General  Ord,  and  subsequently,  after  the  dissolution 
of  that  corps  was  assigiied  to  duty  at  the  headquar- 
ters of  the  Department  of  X'irginia,  commanded  by 
General  Terry,  where  he  served  until  discharged  in 
December,  1865.  When  his  four  years  and  three 
months  of  military  service  were  over,  young  Thayer 
returned  to  his  home  with  a  record  as  a  Union  sol- 
dier, of  which  he  and  his  friends  may  well  be  proud. 

Judge  Thayer  promptly  resumed  his  studious 
habits,  and  became  a  student  in  the  office  of  Will- 
iam Knapp,  of  New  Milford,  studying  law  under 
his  most  efficient  direction,  being  admitted  to  the 
Litchfield  Bar  in  1869.  In  that  year  he  located  at 
Meriden,  and  for  three  years  it  was  his  privilege  to 
be  in  the  office  with  Hon.  O.  H.  Piatt,  now  United 
States  Senator  from  Connecticut.  After  this  period, 
Mr.  Thayer  was  associated  in  the  practice  of  the 
law  with  Hon.  Ratliff  Hicks,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Hicks  &  Thayer.  This  partnership  continued  sev- 
eral years,  and  since  its  dissolution  Judge  Thayer 
has  not  been  a  member  of  any  legal  firm.  Judge 
Thayer  has  served  several  terms  as  a  city  attorney, 
and  for  about  thirteen  years  was  assistant  judge 
and  clerk  of  the  city  and  police  court  of  ^Meriden. 
He  has  also  been  justice  of  the  peace  and  a  judge 
advocate  of  the  department  of  Connecticut  G.  A.  R., 
and  was  chosen  to  his  present  position.  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Probate  for  the  Meriden  district,  in  1893, 
ably  performing  its  many  and  complicated  duties,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  Judge  Thayer  is 
a  man  of  ability,  of  the  strictest  integrity,  and  com- 
mands the  esteem  and  respect  of  the  community  in 
which  he  has  so  long  lived. 

On  Jan.  19,  1873,  Judge  Thayer  was  married  to 
Annie  S.,  a  daughter  of  S.  K.  Devereu.x,  of  Castine. 
Maine,  Collector  of  Customs  of  the  Port  of  Castine. 
The  only  child  of  this  union  was  Zerline  Devereux, 
born  in  Meriden,  Conn.,  Mav  29,  1880,  and  died 
Dec.  9,  1884. 

GATES.  Throughout  the  past  century  there 
have  lived  in  the  town  of  Derby  several  generations 
of  the  Gates  family,  among  whom  have  been  men  of 
prominence,  wealth  and  large  intluence  in  the  com- 
munity— such  men  as  the  late  Col.  Robert  Gates  and 
Robert  Wilder  Gates,  and  the  present  Hon.  Robert 


Owen  Gates,  former  high  sheriff  of  Xew  Haven 
county,  and  a  man  of  prominence  not  only  in  the 
town  and  county  but  in  the  State.  Various  mem- 
bers of  the  earlier  generations  in  America  ranked 
with  the  most  prominent  as  well  as  the  earliest  of 
the  settlers  of  Xew  England. 

Capt.  George  Gates,  the  progenitor  of  the  Derby 
branch  of  the  Gates  family,  was  I)orn  about  1634, 
in  England,  and  came  to  this  country  when  about 
seventeen  years  old,  in  the  care  of  Capt.  Xicholas 
Olmsted.  He  was  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  as  early  as 
1661,  and  in  the  following  year  was  an  original  pro- 
prietor of  East  Haddam,  which  locality  was  the 
home  of  his  descendants  for  generations.  He  was 
captain  of  the  First  Military  Company  of  Haddam, 
and  served  as  such  until  October,  1697.  Capt.  Gates 
married  Sarah,  eldest  daughter  of  Capt.  Xicholas 
Olmsted,  of  Hartford,  son  of  James,  who  came  to 
Boston  in  1632,  and  removed  to  Hartford  in  1636, 
becoming  an  original  proprietor.  Xicholas  Olmsted 
was  one  of  the  prominent  public  men  of  Hartford, 
and  held  important  public  offices.  He  served  in  the 
Pequot  war,  also  in  King  Philip's  war,  was  ap- 
pointed a  captain  and  sent  to  Xew  London  in  1675. 
He  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Joseph  Loomis,  of 
Windsor,  Conn.  Capt.  George  Gates  lived  to  be 
about  ninety  years  of  age,  dying  in  1724.  and  his 
wife  died  in  1704.  From  this  Capt.  Gates  and  wife, 
Robert  Owen  Gates  of  Derby,  is  a  descendant  in 
the  eighth  generation,  his  line  being  through  Deacon 
Joseph,  Deacon  and  Capt.  Joseph.  Ensign  Bazaliel, 
Bazaliel  (2),  Col.  Robert  and  Robert  Wilder  Gates. 

(H)  Deacon  Joseph  Gates,  son  of  Capt.  George, 
the  settler,  born  in  1662,  married  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Hungerford  (2),  and  granddaughter 
of  Thomas  Hungerford,  of  Hartford,  and  Xew  Lon- 
don. Deacon  Gates  died  in  1712,  and  his  widow 
passed  away  in  1759. 

(HI)  Deacon  and  Capt.  Joseph  Gates,  son  of 
Deacon  Joseph,  born  in  1695-96,  married  in  1719 
Hannah  Brainard,  who  was  born  in  1694,  daughter 
of  Deacon  Daniel  and  Hannah  (Ventris)  Brain- 
ard, of  Haddam,  and  granddaughter  of  Daniel  and 
Hannah  (Spencer)  Brainard.  Deacon  Joseph  Gates 
died  in  1770,  and  his  wife  Hannah  in  1744. 

(IV)  Ensign  Bazaliel  Gates,  son  of  Deacon  and 
Capt.  Joseph  Gates,  born  in  1726.  married  in  1750 
Mary  Brainard,  who  died  in  1796. 

(V)  Bazaliel  Gates  (2),  son  of  Ensign  Bazaliel, 
born  in  175 1,  married  Dorothv  Wilder,  and  died  in 
1789. 

(VI)  Col.  Robert  Gates,  son  of  Bazaliel  (2), 
born  Dec.  16.  1780.  married  March  17,  1804.  Re- 
becca Howe,  born  ]May  12.  1782,  daughter  of  Elisha 
and  Ann  (Hollister)  Howe,  of  Glastonbury.  Conn. 
Col.  Gates  died  Feb.  27,  1865,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  July  6.  1856.  Col.  Gates  early  in  life  removed 
from  East  Haddam  to  Derby,  in  which  town  he  ever 
afterward  made  his  home.  He  engaged  in  merchan- 
dising, keeping  one  of  the  principal  stores  in  the 
Xaugatuck  \'alley,  from  which  many  of  the  settlers 
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in  that  whole  region  of  country  obtained  their  sup- 
pHcs.  He  also  owned  vessels,  freighting  between 
Derby  and  New  York,  became  a  very  prosperous  and 
successful  man,  and  was  prominent  and  induential 
in  the  community.  He  was  postmaster  of  Derby 
from  1833  to  1849,  '^"•J  served  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature in  1838.  He  served  in  the  war  of  1812  in 
the  Connecticut  militia,  and  our  subject  has  four 
conmiissions  hanging  in  his  spacious  hall  given  to 
the  Colonel  by  the  government  of  Connecticut,  as 
follows:  In  1807,  when  he  was  appointed  by  Gen. 
Trumbull  captain;  in  1813.  when  he  became  cap- 
tain of  the  third  company  of  artillery  ;  in  18 16,  when 
lie  became  major;  and  in  1818,  when  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1813,  he  and  his  company  were  ordered  to 
New  London,  and  served  forty-five  days.  It  is 
said  that  he  furnished  and  equipped  his  company 
on  this  expedition  and  is  so  reported  in  history. 
The  "Derby  History"  states  that  he  furnished  ma- 
terial aid  to  the  cause.  Rebecca  (Howe),  his  wife, 
on  her  mother's  side  was  a  direct  descendant  of 
Lieut.  John  Hollister,  Richard  Treat,  John  Tal- 
-cott,  Hon.  Elizur  Holyoke,  John  Robbins.  Gov. 
Thomas  Welles,  the  Gaylords,  Alott,  Pynchon  and 
Butler  families,  all  prominent  in  the  early  Colonial 
history  of  New  England. 

(VII)  Robert  Wilder  Gates,  son  of  Col.  Robert, 
was  born  in  Derby,  June  6,  1812.  On  June  21,  1833, 
in  old  Trinity  Church,  New  York,  by  Bishop  On- 
derdonk,  he  was  married  to  Ann  Maria  Townsend 
Hotchkiss,  born  June  8,  1813,  daughter  of  John 
Owen  Hotchkiss.  Mr.  Gates  died  Dec.  9,  1882,  and 
his  widow  May  6,  1891.  Mr.  Gates  was  a  citizen  of 
Derby  throughout  his  long  lifetime.  In  his  boyhood 
.and  young  manhood  he  assisted  his  father  in  the 
conduct  of  his  business,  and  along  in  the  "thirties" 
became  associated  with  James  Standish  as  a  builder 
and  contractor,  and  at  the  same  time  was  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business.  Subsequently,  associated 
with  J.  J.  Brown,  he  was  engaged  in  the  carriage 
business.  Like  his  father  before  him,  he  was  a 
successful  business  man,  prosperous  in  his  under- 
takings, and  was  a  man  of  means  and  indueiice  in 
the  town.  His  political  affiliations  were  with  the 
Democratic  party.  For  a  time,  beginning  early  in 
1853,  he  served  as  postmaster  of  Derby,  and  he  also 
served  as  assessor  and  as  deputy  sheriff.  He  com-- 
manded  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

Robert  Owen  G.\te5,  son  of  Robert  \\'ilder,  w^as 
born  Nov.  23,  1838,  in  Derby,  and  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  town  received  his  education.  After 
his  school  days  were  over,  he  for  a  period  assisted 
his  father  in  his  carriage  business.  Later  on  and 
while  yet  a  boy,  was  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Hart- 
ford &  New  Haven  Railroad  Company,  at  Spring- 
field, under  B.  B.  Woodford,  then  in  charge  there. 
Following  an  experience  of  a  year  or  two  so  occu- 
pied in  Springfield,  he  returned  to  his  native  town. 
and  became  employed  in  the  manufacturing  plant  of 
Robert  N.   Bassett,  who  in  the  latter  part  of  the 


fifties  began  the  manufacture  of  hoop-skirt  wires 
and  metal  corset  material,  though  previously  en- 
gaged for  many  years  in  other  lines  of  manufacture. 
Here  young  Gates  early  developed  marked  ability 
in  the  business  of  manufacturing,  and  rose  rapidly  to 
positions  of  trust  and  resjxjnsibility.  He  remained 
actively  and  energetically  connected  with  the  es- 
tablishment for  a  decade  and  more,  and  for  mtich 
of  the  time  was  in  charge  of  the  factory.  Such  was 
his  energy  and  ability,  and  his  fidelity  to  his  em- 
ployers, that  while  at  the  beginning  his  wages  were 
but  a  dollar  and  a  half  per  day  they  were  speedily 
advanced  until  he  commanded  a  salary  of  several 
thousand  dollars  per  year.  An  idea  of  the  growth 
of  the  business  during  Mr.  Gates'  connection  with 
the  establishment  is  shown  in  what  follows.  In 
1858  only  twenty  braiders  were  employed,  while  in 
1868  nine  hundred  were  in  running  order.  In 
1858  one  man  tended  five  machines,  while  in  1868 
one  girl  had  charge  of  forty.  In  busy  times  the 
plant  was  operated  23  1-3  out  of  the  24  hours:  and 
toward  the  close  of  the  decade  between  i860  and 
1870  there  were  used  annually  75  tons  of  cotton  and 
500  tons  of  wire,  making  about  75,000,000  yards  of 
braid.  For  a  period  during  the  Civil  war  the  profits 
of  the  business  netted  something  like  $50,000  per 
year. 

Since  his  retirement  from  the  manufacturing 
business  Mr.  Gates  has  given  much  of  his  time  to 
his  private  affairs,  and  has  been  occupied  largely  in 
public  life.  His  public  service  has  been  of  a  most 
valuable  order  to  the  town  of  Derby  and  county  of 
New  Haven,  and  his  integrity  and  efficiency  have 
been  productive  of  telling  results.  He  was  select- 
man of  the  town  from  1881  to  1887,  the  last  four 
years  of  that  period  serving  as  town  agent,  and  dur- 
ing his  administration  the  board  of  wdiich  he  was 
president  reduced  the  public  debt  from  nearly  $100,- 
000  to,  in  round  numbers,  842,000.  His  careful 
handling  of  the  finances  of  the  town  won  him  the 
friendship  and  support  of  the  leading  citizens, 
without  regard  to  party  lines.  When  waited  upon 
by  his  friends  who  urged  him  to  become  a  candi- 
date for  office  of  sheriff  of  New  Haven  county,  he 
was  given  an  idea  of  his  popularity.  This,  how- 
ever, was  more  significantl}-  demonstrated  at  the  sirb- 
sequent  coimty  election  in  1883,  when  elected  to  that 
office  by  a  large  majority,  overturning  the  district 
previously  largely  Democratic — a  feat  unprece- 
dented in  the  county's  history.  He  brought  to  this 
important  office  the  same  energy  and  ability  that 
had  characterized  his  successful  career  as  a  manu- 
facturer and  town  official,  and  his  efficient  and  con- 
scientiotis  work  were  sustained  by  a  re-election  with 
a  more  flattering  vote.  So  great  was  his  popularity 
at  the  near  close  of  his  first  term  in  1886.  when  the 
County  Republican  Convention  assembled  in  New 
Haven,  that  he  was  enthusiastically  and  unanimous- 
Iv  renominated.  On  this  event  one  of  the  New 
Haven  papers  said : 

"The  action  of  the  convention   to   nominate  a 
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sheriff  was  just  what  it  was  expected  to  be  and  what 
it  ought  to  have  been.  Sheriff  Gates  has  performed 
the  duties  of  his  office  in  such  a  way  as  to  win  the 
admiration  and  respect  of  all  who  have  watched  his 
course.  He  has  been  firm,  dignified,  prompt  and 
courteous.  Even  his  political  opponents  have  noth- 
ing to  say  against  him,  for  the  very  good  reason  that 
he  has  done  his  work  so  well  that  nothing  can  fairly 
be  said.  He  deser\'es  a  re-election,  and  the  indica- 
tions are  that  he  will  get  it." 

Mr.  Gates  has  been  one  of  Derby's  enterprising 
and  public-spirited  citizens,  always  taking  an  ac- 
tive interest  and  important  part  in  public  improve- 
ments, and  for  twenty  years  was  one  of  the  trus- 
tees of  the  Birmingham  Burying  Ground  Associa- 
tion, seventeen  years  of  which  period  he  was  presi- 
dent of  it,  a  position  he  resigned  along  in  the  mid- 
dle nineties,  to  the  regret  of  all  concerned.  His 
great  interest  in  the  cemetery  and  long  service  as 
president  of  the  association  resulted  in  the  present 
beautiful  "City  of  the  Dead"  from  a  rude  burying 
ground  once  sadly  neglected.  He,  too,  should  be 
credited  with  the  most  gratifying  manner  in  which 
the  finances  of  the  association  were  handled  dur- 
ing the  long  term  of  years  of  his  presidency.  On  his 
assuming  charge  the  association  was  in  debt  some 
$3,000;  this  he  liquidated,  and  on  his  retirement  a 
good,  comfortable  surplus  had  accrued. 

Some  years  after  the  expiration  of  his  eight  years 
of  official  life  as  sheriff  of  New  Haven  county,  Mr. 
Gates  was  looked  upon  as  being  a  most  valuable  man 
to  lead  his  party  in  the  race  for  Congress  in  the 
second  district.  He  had  been  a  successful  business 
man,  and  most  efficient  and  popular  as  a  county 
official.  His  knowledge  of  New  Haven  county  poli- 
tics was  thorough.  He  had  shown  the  power  of 
attracting  to  himself  Democratic  votes.  The  press 
of  the  county  was  outspoken  and  strong  in  his 
praise  as  to  his  fitness  for  that  high  office,  as  well 
as  to  his  availability,  he  being  considered  the  strong- 
est man  that  the  Republicans  could  nominate.  One 
paper,  referring  to  INIr.  Gates  in  this  connection, 
said :  "A  more  competent  man  to  fill  the  office  could 
not  be  found.  He  possesses  the  ability  and  financial 
knowledge.  His  popularity  is  extensive,  and  his 
nomination  would  be  received  here  with  unbounded 
satisfaction  by  the  Republicans  and  many  of  his 
Democratic  friends."  Had  he  consented  to  have 
made  the  race  there  is  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  his 
friends  but  he  could  have  received  the  nomination 
and  been  elected.  But  on  retiring  from  the  office 
of  sheriff  he  felt  that  he  had  been  well  rewarded 
at  the  hands  of  his  party,  and  was  disposed  to  keep 
out  of  politics  thereafter.  His  name  also  at  one 
time  was  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  office  of 
State  Comptroller. 

Mr.  Gates  is  a  prominent  Freemason,  a  member 
of  the  New  Haven  Commandery  Knights  Templar. 
He  is  a  leading  member  of  the  Derlw  Board  of 
Trade,  and  was  formerly  a  director  of  the  Star 
Pin  Company.     From  a  lifelong  residence  and  an 


active  participation  in  public,  business  and  social 
life.  Sheriff"  Gates  is  known  as  one  of  the  most  in- 
fluential and  able  of  Derby's  residents. 

On  Dec.  9,  1868,  Mr.  Gates  was  married  to  Le- 
titia  Fletcher  Hegeman,  of  New  York  City,  and  the 
union  has  been  blessed  with  children  as  follows : 
Frank  Hegeman,  Ross  Fletcher,  Georgia  Waldron 
and  Laura  Hegeman. 

Mrs.  Letitia  Fletcher  (Hegeman)  Gates  is  a 
descendant  in  tlie  seventh  generation  from  Adrian 
Hegeman  and  wife,  Katrina,  a  native  of  Holland, 
who  came  from  Amsterdam,  Holland,  to  New  Am- 
sterdam in  1650  or  1(351,  and  a  few  years  later  lo- 
cated at  Flatbush,  Kings  county,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Hege- 
man was  prominent  in  public  aff'airs,  and  served  as 
Burgomaster. 

From  this  emigrant  settler  Adrian  Hegeman, 
^Irs.  Gates'  line  is  through  Abraham,  Adrian  (2), 
Adrian  (3),  Peter  Adrian  and  Peter  Adrian  (2J. 
Adrian   (2). 

(H)  Abraham  Hegeman,  son  of  Adrian  the  set- 
tler, married  Geertray  Jansze. 

(HI)  Adrian  Hegeman  (2),  son  of  Abraham, 
married  Adriaantje,  a  native  of  Flatbush,  New  York. 

(IV)  Adrian  Hegeman  (3),  son  of  Adrian  (2), 
married  Sytje  Strykhes. 

(V)  Peter  Adrian  Hegeman,  son  of  i\drian  (3), 
born  Sept.  11,  1758,  in  Flatbush,  N.  Y.,  married 
Letitia,  a  daughter  of  Nicholas  Fletcher,  of  Eng- 
land.    Mr.  Hegeman  died  Nov.  7,  181 5. 

(VI)  Peter  Adrian  Hegeman  (2),  son  of  Peter 
Adrian,  born  Sept.  25,  1796,  in  New  York  City, 
married  Dec.  31,  1839,  Laura  Nancy  Hotchkiss.  born 
Oct.  4,  1818,  in  New  Haven,  daughter  of  John  Owen 
Hotchkiss  and  ]\lary  (Townsend)  Hotchkiss,  of 
New  Haven,  Connecticut. 

(VII)  Letitia  Fletcher  Hegeman,  daughter  of 
Peter  Adrian  (2),  married  Dec.  9,  1868,  in  New 
York  City,  Robert  Owen  Gates,  of  Derby,  Connecti- 
cut. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Owen  Gates  on  their 
mothers'  side  are  of  the  same  ancestry,  which  is  one 
of  distinction  in  the  annals  of  New  England,  they 
being  in  direct  line  of  several  governors  of  the  com- 
monwealth, as  well  as  many  of  the  most  prominent 
and  influential  settlers  of  New  England.  This 
couple  are  descendants  in  the  ninth  generation  from 
Samuel  Hotchkiss,  who  supposedly  came  to  New 
England  from  Essex,  England.  He  was  at  New 
Haven  in  1641,  and  in  1642  married  Elizabeth 
Cleaverly.  His  death  as  given  in  the  Tuttle  Gene- 
alogy, occurred  in  1653.  From  this  Samuel  Hotch- 
kiss Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Owen  Gates'  line  is 
through  John,  Joshua,  Caleb,  John  (2),  Gabriel, 
John  Owen,  and  Ann  Maria  Townsend,  and  Laura 
Nancy  Hotchkiss,  respectively. 

(II)  John  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Samuel  the  settler, 
born  in  1642,  married  in  1672,  Elizabeth,  born  in 
1649,  daughter  of  Henry  Peck,  of  New  Haven. 
Mr.  Hotchkiss  died  in  1689. 

(III)  Joshua  Hotchkiss,  son  of  John,  born  in 
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167  S,  married  Susannah,  daughter  of  William  and 
Marv  (Clark)  Chatterton,  the  latter  a  daughter  of 
Janu's  Clark,  of  New  Haven. 

(IV)  Caleb  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Joshua,  born  in 
irov  married  in  1728,  Ruth,  born  ni  1708,  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  John  and  Sarah  (  Cooper)  ^lunson,  a 
descendant  in  direct  line  from  Capt.  Thomas  Mun- 
son,  William  Bradley,  and  John  Cooper,  of  New 
Haven,  and  John  Thompson,  of  East  Haven.  ]Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hotchkiss  died  in  1785. 

(V)  John  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Caleb,  born  in  1731, 
niarried  in  1755,  Susannah,  born  in  1732,  daughter 
of  Timothy  and  Jane  (Harris)  Jones,  and  a 
descendant  in  direct  line  from  Deputy  Governor 
William  Jones  and  Governor  Thcophilus  Ea- 
ton, of  New  Haven.  Mr.  Hotchkiss  was 
graduated  from  Yale  in  1748.  taught  in  the 
Hopkins  Grammar  School  in  Xew  Haven  from 
1749  to  1 75 1,  and  from  1752  to  1764  was  engaged 
in  merchandising.  When  the  British  invaded  New 
Haven  in  1779,  Mr.  Hotchkiss  was  one  of  the  vol- 
unteers who  went  out  July  5,  to  oppose  the  march 
of  the  enemy,  and  he  was  among  the  first  of  the 
patriots  to  fall.  His  widow  survived  until  Mav  6, 
1813. 

(VI)  Gabiiel  Hotchkiss,  son  of  John,  born  in 
1757,  married' about  1780,  Hilpah  Rosetta,  born  in 
1763,  daughter  of  Capt.  Elisha  and  Rosetta  (Owen) 
Phelps,  of  Simsbury,  Conn.,  and  a  descendant  in 
direct  line  from  William  Phelps,  Samuel  Humphrey, 
Matthew  Grant,  Gov.  Thomas  Dudley,  Gov.  Will- 
iam Leete  and  Rev.  John  Woodbridge.  Mr.  Hotch- 
kiss was  graduated  from  Yale  in  1774.  He  died  in 
1818. 

(VH)  John  Owen  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Gabriel, 
born  Nov.  28,  1781.  married  Oct.  17,  1805,  Mary, 
born  March  8,  1.788,  daughter  of  Elias  and  Hul- 
dah  (Shepard)  Townsend,  and  a  descendant  in 
direct  line  from  Thomas  Townsend,  Edward  Hitch- 
cock, Matthew  Moulthrop  and  John  Thompson. 
Mr.  Hotchkiss  died  July  6,  1870.  His  wife,  Mary 
(Townsend)  Hotchkiss,  died  in  May,  1847. 

(Vni)  Ann  Maria  Townsend  Hotchkiss  and 
Laura  Nancy  Hotchkiss,  daughters  of  John  Owen, 
married  Robert  Wilder  Gates  and  Peter  Adrian 
Hegeman,  respectively. 

(IX)  Robert  Owen  Gates,  son  of  Ann  Maria 
Townsend  (Hotchkiss)  Gates,  and  Letitia  Fletcher 
(Hegeman),  daughter  of  Laura  Nancy  (Hotchkiss) 
Hegeman,  were  married  Dec.  9,  1868. 

LYMAN  F.  BASSETT,  deceased,  a  leading 
agriculturist  of  Hamden,  was  a  native  of  New 
Haven  county,  born  in  the  town  of  North  Haven, 
Feb.  27,  1827,  and  was  a  worthy  representative  of 
one  of  its  honored  and  highly  respected  families. 
His  father,  Jared  Bassett,  was  born  upon  the  same 
farm  in  T8or,  and  it  was  also  the  birthplace  of  the 
grandfather,  Eli  Bassett.  His  great-grandfather 
Bassett  died  in  New  York  during  the  Revolutionary 
war. 


Jared  Bassett  spent  his  entire  life  upon  the  old 
homestead  in  North  Haven,  and  followed  the  occu- 
pation of  farming  with  marked  success.  He  took 
quite  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  local  politics 
and  was  honored  with  several  offices,  including 
those  of  selectman  and  assessor.  He  died  in  1892,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one  years.  For  his  first 
wife  he  married  Aliss  Polly  Fenn,  of  Plymouth, 
Conn.,  and  to  them  were  born  five  children,  of  whom 
our  subject  was  the  eldest;  David,  born  in  1829,  died 
in  1893  ;  Eli  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  ;  Aaron 
is  a  resident  of  North  Haven ;  and  Jared  lives  on  the 
old  homestead  in  that  town.  After  the  death  of 
the  mother  of  these  children,  the  father  married  her 
sister,  Miss  Thankful  Fenn,  and  for  his  third  wife 
wedded  ^Irs.  Laura  (Button)  Foote. 

During  his  boyhood,  Lyman  F.  Bassett  attended 
the  common  schools  and  academy  of  North  tlaven, 
where  he  acquired  a  good  practical  education.  He 
assisted  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm  until 
eighteen  years  of  age,  and  then  turned  his  attention 
to  the  butcher  business,  which  he  followed  in  North 
Haven  at  intervals  for  thirty  years.  He  continued 
to  reside  upon  the  old  homestead  until  1873,  when  he 
removed  to  the  farm  of  twelve  acres  in  Hamden, 
upon  which  he  last  resided,  having  retired  from  the 
butcher  business  about  1892.  This  business  he 
had  carried  on  in  Hamden  at  dififerent  times  as  his 
health  permitted. 

On  Sept.  14,  1858,  ]Mr.  Bassett  was  married  to 
Miss  Emily  J.  Pierpont,  of  Waterbury,  Conn.,  who 
was  born  Jan.  25,  1832,  a  daughter  of  Luther  and 
Delia  M.  (Waugh)  Pierpont,  natives  of  \\'ater- 
bury  and  Litchfield,  respectively.  The  father,  who 
was  an  extensive  farmer  and  highly  esteemed  man, 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  In  his 
family  were  seven  children:  William  H.,  James  E., 
Chloe  M.,  Emily  C,  Jane  A.,  Henry  S.,  and  Emily 
J.,  all  now  deceased  with  the  exception  of  Mrs. 
Bassett.  Mr.  Bassett  held  membership  in  the  Con- 
gregational Church  of  North  Haven  since  1S68,  as 
has  also  his  wife,  and  he  took  an  active  interest  in 
everything  tending  to  advance  the  moral,  intellectual 
or  material  welfare  of  the  town  or  community.  While 
a  resident  of  North  Haven,  Air.  Bassett  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace  for  two  years,  and  also  filled  the 
office  of  assessor  in  a  most  creditable  and  acceptable 
manner.  He  died  July  q,  1901,  and  was  buried  at 
North  Haven. 

STILES  J.  TREAT,  a  successful  and  progres- 
sive farmer  of  the  town  of  Orange,  widely  known 
and  as  widely  respected,  lives  in  the  house  in  which 
he  was  born  Sept.  2,  1835.  He  is  a  lineal  descend- 
ant of  Gov.  Treat,  of  Colonial  days,  whose  name  and 
fame  brightly  illumine  one  of  the  pages  of  Con- 
necticut's history. 

Jonathan  Treat,  grandfather  of  Stiles  J-.  ^vas 
born  in  Orange,  not  far  from  the  birthplace  of  Stiles 
J.,  and  was  a  farmer.  He  bought  his  holdings  early 
in  the  century,  and  his  son,  Jonathan  (2),  father  of 
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-Stiles  J.,  received  the  land  by  inheritance.  The 
grandfather  was  a  deacon  in  the  church.  He  mar- 
ried Susanna  Gunn,  of  Milford,  who  reached  the 
remarkable  age  of  ninety,  and  they  had  three  chil- 
dren:  Mrs.  Benjamin  Clark. Jiroh  and  Jonathan  (2). 

Jonathan  Treat  (2)  was  born  in  Orange,  not  far 
from  the  birthplace  of  our  subject,  and  died  in  1886, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-six.  He  was  a  Republican,  a  man 
-of  public  spirit,  and  was  held  in  high  regard.  Re- 
ligiously he  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Hezekiah 
•  Baldwin,  of  W'oodbridge,  who  had  a  family  of  nine 
-children.  Seven  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Treat,  of  whom  four  reached  maturity,  and 
two  are  yet  living,  Stiles  J.  and  his  elder  sister, 
Mary,  who  married  Silas  Baldwin.  The  mother 
•died  in  1877,  in  her  seventy-ninth  year. 

Stiles  J.  Treat  was  raised  upon  the  paternal  farm, 
and  after  his  father's  death  became  owner  of  the 
ancestral  estate,  consisting  of  136  acres.  This  he 
.sold  in  1898  to  his  son-in-law,  Arthur  D.  Clark,  with 
whom  he  makes  his  home.  ]vlr.  Clark  carries  on 
_gT.neral  farming,  but  makes  a  specialty  of  dairying. 

On  Dec.  25,  1855,  Mr.  Treat  was  married  to 
Miss  Anna  M.  Fitts,  of  Seneca  Falls,  X.  Y.,  daugh- 
tei  of  John  Fitts,  a  wealthy  retired  farmer.  She 
was  the  youngest  of  seven  children  born  to  her  par- 
-ents.  ]\Irs.  Treat  died  July  9,  1888.  Their  mar- 
riage was  blessed  with  two  children :  Fannie  E. 
married  Charles  H.  Dewell  (who  died  ]Vlay  6,  1899), 
and  has  one  son,  Robert  Treat  Dewell,  now  attend- 
ing Storrs  Agricultural  College,  and  Alary  B.  be- 
•came  the  wife  of  Arthur  D.  Clark,  son  of  Charles 
A.  Clark,  and  died  Xov.  12,  1900.  Air.  Treat  is 
independent  politically,  and  has  been  justice  of  the 
peace  for  eight  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Grange.  In  religious  connection,  he  attends  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Society's  committee. 

HERRICK  PAYXE  FROST  (deceased),  late 
of  X'ew  Haven,  where  for  many  years  of  a  busy 
life  he  was  one  of  the  useful  citizens  and  substantial 
business  men  of  that  city — first  as  a  wholesale  gro- 
cer, and  then  as  a  telephone  projector,  as  well  as 
manager — was  descended  from  the  Frost  family, 
of  Wolcott,  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Frost  was  born  Jan.  16,  1835,  in  the  town 
•of  Wolcott,  a  son  of  Sylvester  and  Philanda  ( Tut- 
tle)  Frost,  and  was  in  the  fourth  generation  from 
David  Frost,  of  the  same  town.  David  P'rost  was 
born  Sept.  5,  1742.  and  his  wife.  Alary,  was  born 
Dec.  22,  1740.  They  had  their  home  three  miles 
east  of  Waterbury,  on  the  Southington  road,  at  what 
is  now  called  East  Farms.  His  death  occurred  Dec. 
15,  1812,  and  that  of  his  wife,  Feb.  6.  1819.  when 
she  was  aged  seventy-nine  years.  From  this  David 
Frost,  Herrick  P.  Frost's  lineage  is  through  David 
Frost   (2)   and  Sylvester. 

David  Frost  (2)  was  born  Alarch  i.  1767,  and 
was  married  June  14,  1790,  to  Alary  Ann,  a  daugh- 


ter of  David  Hitchcock,  of  Southington.  Air.  Frost 
settled  on  Southington  Alountain,  north  of  Capt.  X'. 
Lewis,  and  became  a  man  of  infiuence  and  responsi- 
bility in  the  town.  He  died  Alarch  18,  1850,  and  his 
wife,  Xov.  24,  1832.  Sylvester  Frost,  liis  son,  was 
the  father  of  Herrick  Frost,  and  was  born  Alay  8, 
1807.  He  married  Philanda  Tuttle,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  farminsr  in  Wolcott.  His  death  occurred 
in   Southington,    Connecticut. 

Herrick   P.   Frost  passed  his  boyhood   for  the 
greater  part  at  the  home  of  his  uncle,  Herrick  Payne, 
and  was  educated  at  the  Academy.     In  his  seven- 
teenth year  he  secured  a  team  and  wagon  and  went 
on  the  road  selling  goods  of  various  kinds  throug'n 
a  number  of  States,  and  in  this  manner  soon  be- 
came self-reliant  and  confident,  as  well  as  experi- 
enced and  fairly  successful.     For  a  number  of  years 
he  was  engaged  in  this  line,  and  in  1856  made  his 
home  in   Xew   Haven,  where  after  several  experi- 
ments in  various  enterprises,  in   1858  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  Julius  Tyler,  Jr.,  establishing  the 
wholesale  grocery  house  of  Tyler  &  Frost,  on  State 
street.     This  business   Air.   Frost  prosecuted  with 
great  energy  and  varied  success  for  nearly  twenty 
years,  the  partnership  being  dissolved   in    1876,   at 
about  the  time  the  telephone  was  just  coming  into 
public  notice.  The  attention  of  Air.  Frost  was  turned 
to  it,  and  after  a  careful  examination  of  its  merits, 
its  practical  character  was  quickly  revealed  to  him. 
Associated  with  George  W.  Coy,  an  electrician  and 
at  one  time  a  telegraph  manager,  Air.  Frost  and  his 
partner,  in  January,   1877,  projected  the  first  tele- 
phone company  ever  formed  for  a  general  exchange 
business   in    X'ew   Haven,   under   the   name   of   the 
Xew  Haven  Telephone  Co.,  and  the  first  telephone 
exchange,  it  is  said,  that  the  world  ever  saw,  was 
established.      The    new    enterprise    attracted    from 
its  novelty  general  attention,  and  in  less  than  three 
months  after  its  inauguration  it  had  150  subscribers, 
and  within  a  year  over  400.    Air.  Frost  and  his  part- 
ner were  thus  instrumental  in  giving  to  Xew  Haven 
the  credit  of  leading  the  world  in  this  important 
line.      By    1880   capital   had   become    interested    in 
the    farther   development   of    the    system,   and    the 
Xew   Haven  Telephone  Co.   was  merged  into  the 
Connecticut   Telephone   Co.,    with    the    late     Alar- 
shall  Jewell,  of  Hartford,  as  president,  and  Hon. 
Charles  L.  Alitchell  and  Alorris  F.  Tyler  as  directors. 
This  company  in   1884  underwent  another  change, 
becoming   the    Southern    Xew    England    Telephone 
Co.,  with  a  capital  of  one  and  a  half  million  dollars. 
Through  the   foresight,  energy  and  ability  of   Air. 
Frost,   to   whoin   was   committed   the   general  man- 
agement of  this  great  and  growing  corporation,  the 
lines  of  the  company  were  carried  into  nearly  every 
town,  hamlet  and  school  district,  within  the  terri- 
tory in  which  they  operated,  and  until  a  very  few 
years  ago  there  was  no  district  in  the  world  with 
so  many  telephones  in  use,  in  proportion  to  its  pop- 
ulation,'as  Connecticut.     The  Boston  Electric  Light 
Co.,  of  Boston,  was  projected  by  Air.   Frost,  and 
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Frod  A.  Gilbert,  of  New  Haven,  was  placed  in  the 
prcsidcncv  of  that  company  by  Mr.  Frost,  and  voted 
1)V  him  a'  salary  of  $8,000  per  year.  Previous  to 
this  Mr.  Gilbert  was  in  the  paper  hanging  business 
in  New  Haven.  The  New  Haven  Electric  Light 
L'o.  and  the  New  Haven  Steam  Heat  Co.  were  also 
projects  of  his,  and  he  was  interested  in  the  Chesa- 
iK-akc  and  Potomac  Telephone  Co.,  Washington, 
I).  C. ;  and  he  was  director  and  stockholder  in  thirty- 
four  electric   light  and   telephone   companies.      He 

[      was  also  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  opposition  line 

[     of  steamboats. 

'■  As  a  man  and  a  citizen  Mr.  Frost  commanded 

the  esteem  and  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens.  He  had 
been  connected  with  the  city  government  in  various 
relations — as  a  councilman,  alderman,  police  com- 
missioner, as  well  as  in  other  capacities.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  was  chairman  of  the  city  board 
of  finance,  and  in  all  official  relations  acquitted  him- 

1      self  with  credit. 

\  Mr.  Frost  was  married  April  22,  1858,  to  Miss 

Olive  Amelia,  a  daughter  of  Ashbel  ^Ux,  a  highly 
respected  citizen  of  the  town  of  Bristol,  and  to  this 
union  were  born :      (  i )   Louie  Herrick,  who  mar- 

:      ried  Clara  Drake,  a  direct  descendant  of  Sir  Francis 

i  Drake;  (2)  Helen  Louise,  who  died  when  five  years 
old;  (3)  Pauline  Amelia,  who  married  Archibald 
Ward  Ives,  of  Boston,  and  is  now  the  mother  of 
two  children,  Paul  Frost  and  Olive;  and  (4) 
Dwight  S.  ^L  :Mr.  Frost  died  Nov.  3,  1888,  and 
was  interred  in  Evergreen  cemetery.  New  Haven. 
The  Mix  family,  to  which  belongs  Mrs.  Herrick 
P.  Frost,  traces  its  authentic  history  back  to  Tim- 
othy Mix,  who  was  born  in  1725,  and  died  Jan.  23, 
1800,  his  will  bearing  date  of  Jan.  14,  1800.  His 
wife's  christian  name  was  Elizabeth. 

Ashbel  Mix,  who  was  born  in  1760,  and  died 
Feb.  15,  1807,  was  married  to  Hannah  Byington,  a 
daughter  of  Lieut.  Joseph  and  Hannah  (Warren) 
Byington,  who  was  born  Nov.  10,  1773,  and  died 
June  27,  1836. 

Joseph  Byington,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Hannah 
Mix,  was  born  in  1736,  and  died  Aug.  25,  1798. 
Jemima  Hungerford,  who  became  his  wife  in  1757, 
died  in  1759.  His  second  wife,  Hannah  Spencer, 
whom  he  married  in  1760.  bore  him  the  folio w- 
mg  children:  Isaac,  bom  in  1761  ;  Noah,  born  in 
1762;  Isaiah,  born  in  1764;  Martin,  born  in  1767; 
and  Clarissa,  born  in  1770.  Hannah  (Spencer) 
Mix  died  in  1771  ;  and  the  third  wife  of  ^Ir.  Mix 
was  Hannah  Warren,  who  was  born  in  1752,  and 
died  Alay  13,  1819.  To  this  marriage,  which  oc- 
curred Feb.  20,  1772,  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren :  Hannah,  born  Nov.  10,  1773  :  Meliscent,  bom 
'"  '775:  Chloe,  born  in  1777;  Joseph,  born  in  1778: 
Asahcl,  born  in  1780;  Enos,  bom  in  1781  ;  and 
Xewell,  born  in  1787. 

Joseph  Byington  served  as  a  lieutenant  in  the 
war  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  his  name  ap- 
pears on  the  records  from  the  "Lexington  Alarm." 
Ashbel  Mix,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Herrick  P.  Frost, 


New  Haven,  Conn.,  was  born  in  Bristol,  Hartford 
courity,  where  he  was  known  as  a  modern  and  pro- 
gressive famier,  serving  his  town  in  many  public 
'  capacities.  His  wife,  Olive  Eliza  Foote,'  was  a 
daughter  of  Truman  Sherman  Foote,  of  Woodbury, 
Conn.  ;Mr.  Mix  died  in  Bristol,  ^vhere  his  industri- 
ous and  useful  life  was  passed. 

i  CULLEN  BEECHER  FOOTE,  an  enterpris- 
>  ing  agriculturist  of  New  Haven  county,  is  the 
{  owner  of  a  fine  farm  in  the  town  of  Hamden,  and 
I  his   management   of   the   estate   is   marked   by   the 

scientific   knowledge   and    skill    which   characterize 

the  modern  farmer. 

Mr.  Foote  is  the  only  male  representative  of  his 

family  left  in  Hamden.     There  he  was  born  Nov. 
^  28,    1838,  son  of  Jared  Foote,  a  native  of   North 

■  Haven.  His  paternal  grandfather.  Dr.  Joseph 
Foote,  was  also  born  in  North  Haven,  and  there 

i  made  his  home  throughout  life.  He  was  a  grad- 
uate of   Yale   College,  and   was  one  of  the   most 

■  prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  his  community, 
as   well   as   one  of   its   most   successful   physicians. 

,  Religiously  he  was  an  active  member  in  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  He  wedded  :\Iiss  Mary  Bas- 
sett.  The  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  our 
subject     was    the    ancestral   home   of    the    Bassett 

I  family. 

Jared   Foote,   father  of  our  subject,   was  born 
in  North  Haven  in   1800.     In  1821  he  was  gradur 

■  ated  from  Yale,  and  the  day  of  his  graduation  his 
father  gave  him  the  old  Bassett  homestead.  On 
the  same  day  he  married  Miss  Rebecca  Beecher, 
of  Kent,  Conn.,  who  was  born  in  1800,  and  thev  be- 
came the  parents  of  six  children,  namely:    Joseph, 

I  deceased ;  Wilfred,  a  resident  of  New  Haven ; 
Robert,    deceased ;    Frederick,    a    retired    merchant 

'  of  Binghamton.  N.  Y. ;  ]\Iary,  who  married  Henry 
C.  Griggs,  of  Waterbury,  and  is  now  deceased 
(her    husband    preceded    her   to    the   grave):    and 

I  Cullen  B.,  our  subject.  Soon  after  his  marriage 
the  father  located  on  the  farm,  now  belonging  to 
our  subject,  which  then  embraced  about  300  acres, 
and  there  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  en- 
gaged as  a  farmer  and  dealer  in  live  stock.  He 
died  in  July,  1873,  and  his  wife  in  October,  1877. 
Their  remains  rest  in  the  North  Haven  cemetery. 
Both  were  active  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  were  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who 
knew  them.  He  was  a  Whig  and  later  a  Republi- 
can, though  no  politician,  taking  only  the  interest 
of  a  public  spirited  citizen  in  political  matters. 
He  was  a  great  reader,  and  well  informed,  and  for 
several  years  conducted  a  private  school  at  h;s 
Home. 

Cullen  B.  Foote  attended  public  school  in  Ham- 

i  den,  private  school  at  North  Haven,  and  the  North 
Haven  Academy  and  later  took  a  supplementary 
course,  by  private  instruction,  in  Chicago.  1-rom 
youth  he  had  a  passion  for  railroad  service,  and 
was  but  a  bov  when  he  commenced  that  work.     He 
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took  kindly  to  it,  and  liis  progress  was  rapid.  He 
was  engaged  in  the  railroad  train  service  at  ditler- 
ent  times,  and  when  but  thirteen  years  old  was 
fireman  between  New  York  and  New  Haven. 
Though  up  to  this  time  his  service  had  not  been 
continuous,  he  was  competent  to  perform  duties 
much  in  advance  of  his  years.  At  an  early  age  he 
went  to  Chicago,  111.,  where  he  secured  a  position 
as  brakeman  on  the  Illinois  Central  railroad.  On 
his  first  trip  the  engineer  was  taken  severely  ill,  and 
our  subject  took  his  place  and  ran  the  train  on  time. 
He  was  then  but  seventeen.  After  serving  as  train 
baggage  master  he  was  made  passenger  conductor 
on  the  road,  and  continued  to  till  that  position  until 
he  attained  his  majority,  when  on  account  of  ill 
health  he  returned  home.  Soon  afterward  he  pttr- 
chased  the  farm,  and  has  since  devoted  his  energies 
to  its  improvement  and  cultivation  with  marked 
success.  He  has  constructed  stone  drains  through 
the  farm,  and  now  has  one  of  the  best  improved 
and  most  fertile  and  productive  places  in  the  coun- 
ty. Until  1889  he  gave  his  attention  almost  en- 
tirely to  dairy  farmung.  He  is  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Hamden  Grange,  P.  of  H.,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  county.  State  and  national  organizations 
of  that  order,  displaying  a  most  intelligent  interest 
in  everything  pertaining  to  his  calling. 

Air.  Foote  was  married,  Sept.  8,  1869,  to  Miss 
Nancy  M.  Adams,  of  Scotland,  Conn.,  who  has 
been  a  true  helper  to  him.  They  are  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Xorth  Haven,  and 
for  ten  years  he  was  deacon  and  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday-school,  making  the  school  one  of  the 
model  ones  of  the  State  and  nation.  For  many 
years  he  has  been  one  of  the  prominent  men  in 
Sabbath-school  work  in  Connecticut,  taking  great 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  children  and  young  peo- 
ple, and  the  betterment  of  institutions  for  their 
moral  and  intellectual  development.  For  eighteen 
years  he  was  a  leading  member  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Connecticut  Sunday-School  As- 
sociation, and  for  eight  years  president  of  the  as- 
sociation. He  is  a  life  member  of  most  of  the  large 
missionary  societies  of  this  country  and  the  world. 
While  his  benefactions  have  been  largely  to  aid 
organized  philanthropic  etfort,  he  has  ever  been 
quick  to  relieve,  unostentatiously,  individttal  cases 
of  need.  He  spends  considerable  time  each 
year  at  his  summer  residence  at  Short  Beach, 
Conn.,  and  has  taken  great  interest  in  the  build- 
ing up  of  the  Sabbath-school  and  moral  and 
religious  interests  there.  Politically  he  is  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party  and 
its  principles.  By  special  request  of  his  fel- 
low citizens  he  accepted  the  position  of  school' 
visitor  of  Hamden,  and  served  as  such  with  much 
acceptance  from  1895  to  1899.  Mr.  Foote  is  a 
thoughtful  reader,  and  well  informed  on  matters 
of  general  interest.  As  a  public  speaker  on  educa- 
tional, religious  or  moral  topics  he  has  been  in 
great  demand,  and  has  delivered  addresses  in  every 


!  town  and  nearly  every  Protestant  church  in  Con- 
necticut. In  all  the  relations  of  life  he  has  been 
found  true  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him,  and  is 
justly  numbered  among  the  valued  and  useful  citi- 
zens'of  his  community. 

WATSOX  DAVIS  AUGUR  is  a  leading  and 
influential  citizen  of  North  Branford,  and  is  a 
worthy  representative  of  one  of  its  honored  old 
families.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Joel  Augur, 
was  an  extensive  and  prominent  farmer  of  the 
town,  and  owned  considerable  land  at  the  tirnre  of 
his  death.  He  had  one  brother,  Capt.  Reuben 
Augur,  who  died  Jan.  13,  183 1,  and  a  sister,  Rhoda, 
who  died  Sept.  13,  1821,  at  the  age  of  forty-four 
years.  He  was  born  in  1790,  and  died  July  5,'  1873. 
For  his  first  wife  he  married  Abigail  Augur,  who 
was  also  bom  in  1790,  and  died  Dec.  8,  1824,  and 
for  his  second  wife  he  married  Hannah  A.  Blake, 
a  school  teacher,  who  was  Iwrn  in  1789,  and  died 
Nov.  28,  1876.  He  had  five  children:  Phoebe 
E.,  born  in  1820,  married  Henry  Loper,  and  died 
Nov.  24,  1895  ;  Angeline  married  John  Allen,  of 
Wallingford ;  Reuben,  born  Sept.  29,  1822,  was 
the  father  of  our  subject ;  and  Cornelia,  born  in 
1824,  married  Thelus  Todd,  and  died  June  i. 
1861.  One  son,  John  P.,  was  born  of  the  second 
marriage,  and  he  died  on  the  old  homestead,  south 
of  Northford. 

Reuben  Augur  was  born  in  Northford,  and  be- 
came an  extensive  and  very  successful  farmer  of 
North  Branford,  owning  at  the  time  of  his  death 
300  acres  of  valuable  and  highly  productive  land. 
He  died  May  10,  1898.  He  was  three  times  mar- 
ried, his  first  wife  being  Esther  E.  Todd,  daugh- 
ter of  Willis  Todd.  She  died  Oct.  23,  1849,  ^g^d 
twenty-three  years,  leaving  one  son.  Elbert  R., 
who  died  July  22,  1879,  at  the  age  of  thirty-one 
years  and  ten  months.  He  next  married  her  sis- 
ter, Maria  C.  Todd,  who  died  Jan.  3,  1873,  at  the 
age  of  fortv  years.  By  this  luiion  there  were  three 
children :  Robert  Duane,  who  died  Aug.  23,  1883, 
at  the  age  of  thirty-one  years  and  nine  months ; 
Ella  M.,  wife  of  Ilenry  M.  Stevens,  of  Walling- 
ford, Conn. ;  and  Watson  Davis.  The  father's 
third  wife  was  Mrs.  Margaret   (Barnes)   Hall. 

Watson  Davis  Augur  was  born  in  the  town 
of  North  Branford,  INIay  i,  1856,  and  began  his 
education  in  the  district  school  near  his  boyhood 
home,  but  later  attended  Powers'  Institute  at 
Bernardston,  Alass.,  and  studied  for  three  years 
under  the  tutorship  of  Prof.  A.  J.  Sanborn,  a  most 
able  instructor,  now  deceased.  It  was  his  inten- 
tion to  make  the  practice  of  law  his  profession, 
but  owing  to  ill  health  he  was  forced  to  discontinue 
his  studies.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he 
embarked  in  the  livery  business  at  Middletown, 
Conn.,  and  continued  there  for  twelve  years.  On 
Nov.  21,  1882,  he  was  married  to  Aliss  Agnes 
Gertrijde  Stevens,  of  Northford. 

The  first  of  the  Stevens   family  of  whom  we 
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have  any  authentic  record  was  Rev.  Timothy 
SlL'Vcns,  a  native  of  Bristol,  Wales,  who  came  to 
llartforil,  Conn.,  when  a  young  man,  and  was  the 
lir>l  Congregational  minister  at  Glastonbury,  be- 
iii;,'  ordamed  in  October,  1693.  He  died  April 
,,,_  I7J5.  His  son,  Joseph,  born  in  Hartford,  in 
j-(K,  was  the  father  of  Elisha  Stevens,  who  was 
Ixjrn  in  Glastonbury,  in  1752,  and  married  Agnes 
Kiinberly.  Their  son,  ^^lilton  Stevens,  the  grand- 
father of  Mrs.  Augur,  was  a  native  of  Hartford 
county,  and  died  in  Prospect,  Xew  Haven  coun- 
tv,  when  her  father  was  quite  small.  He  had  three 
children  :  Henry  ;  Mary,  wife  of  Timothy  Fowler, 
of  New  Haven ;  and  David. 

David  Stevens,  ^Irs.  Augur's  father,  was  born 
in  Prospect,  July  14,  1823,  and  there  married  Eliza 
Pienjamin,  who  was  born  Jan.  i,  1824,  and  died 
Sept.  8,  1865.  By  this  union  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children :  Albert,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
thirty-six  years;  Alice,  born  Aug.  17,  1849,  mar- 
ried Jared  Bassett,  of  North  Haven,  and  is  now 
deceased;  Elizur  Seneca,  born  [March  3,  1851, 
married  Harriet  ^Nlaltby,  of  Northford;  Henry, 
born  JNIay  7,  1855,  married  Ella  Augur,  a  sister 
of  our  subject,  and  lives  in  Wallingford ;  David 
S.,  born  April  4,  1857,  is  a  resident  of  North 
Branford ;  and  Agnes  G.,  born  Oct.  4,  1859,  is  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Augur.  For  his  second  wife  the  fa- 
ther married  Frances  Hart,  of  Ouinnipiac,  town 
of  North  Haven,  and  to  them  were  born  two  chil- 
dren :  Fannie,  wife  of  Lee  Revere ;  and  Peter, 
both  residents  of  [Millenbeck.  \'a.  When  a  young 
man  the  father  moved  to  Ouinnipiac,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  spoons,  silverware, 
etc.,  until  1869,  when  he  sold  his  business  there 
and  came  to  Northford,  town  of  North  Branford, 
where  he  continued  to  manufacture  'silverware  for 
some  years.  In  1883  he  removed  to  Lancaster 
county,  Va.,  where  he  purchased  property  and  lived 
in  retirement  for  some  time.  He  died  there  March 
24,  1895,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years. 

Finding  the  Connecticut  winters  somewhat 
severe  W.  D.  Augur  purchased  property  in  INIillen- 
beck,  Va.,  where  during  the  winter  season  he 
made  his  home  for  three  years,  but  has  since  dis- 
posed of  his  interests  there.  He  has  a  summer 
cottage  on  the  Sound  at  Stony  Creek,  Conn.  For 
four  years  he  led  a  life  of  ease,  but  finding  that 
steady  employment  provided  more  real  enjoyment, 
he  again  engaged  in  business,  owning  and  man- 
aging a  boarding  and  sale  stable  at  5s'ew  Haven 
for  two  years.  He  then  returned  to  ]\Iiddletown, 
where  he  was  again  engaged  in  the  livery  busi- 
ness for  four  and  one-half  years.  He  has  always 
been  a  lover  of  fast  horses,  has  followed  the  cir- 
cuit for  years,  and  like  many  others  has  not  al- 
ways been  successful,  though  his  interest  has  been 
more  for  enjoyment  than  gain.  In  his  own  stables 
he  has  a  fine  pacer,  Faustina  Smith,  who,  in  the 
fitth  heat  of  a  race,  driven  by  her  owner,  paced  a 
half  mile  in  i  :o4j/2  ;  he  also  drove  a  two-year-old 


i  that   covered   a   half  mile   in    i  :io.     On   iNIay    10, 

I  1899,  'Sir.  Augur  returned  to  the  old  homestead  in 

!  North   Branford,  and  now  oversees   the  operation 

of  his  farm  land,  consisting  of  400  acres.     He  also 

owns  property   in   Wallingford,   and   New  Haven, 

and   his   interest   in  land  speculation  claims   much 

of   his   attention.       J'olitically    he    is    a   Democrat, 

j  though  not  radical  in  his  views.     He  is  a  liberal 

'  supporter  of  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Northford, 

taking   his   father's   place   in   that   respect,   and   his 

;  wife  IS  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

I  He   is   a  pleasant  genial   gentleman,   who   is   very 

,  popular  with  his  many  friends  and  associates. 

i 

i  HORATIO  NELSON  LYAIAN  (deceased). 
The  Lyman  family,  of  which  the  late  Horatio  N. 
I  Lyman  was  a  notable  representative,  was  descend- 
I  ed  from  Richard  Lyman,  a  native  of  the  County 
I  of  Essex,  England.  In  August,  163 1,  he  left 
I  England  with  his  wife  and  children,  in  the  ship 
j  "Lion,"  sailing  from  Bristol  for  New  England. 
I  He  located  at  Charlestown,  where  he  became  a  free- 
j  man  June  11,  1635.  The  same  year  he  joined  a 
:  party  who  settled  Windsor,  Hartford  and  Wethers- 
1  field.  Conn.,  himself  Deing  one  of  the  first  settlers 
j  of  Hartford.      He   died  an    1640,   and  his   widow, 

Sarah,  did  not  long  survive  him. 
i         Lieut.  John  Lyman,  son  of  Richard,  the  emi- 
'  grant,  was  born  in  the  County  of  Essex,  England, 
:  in  1623,  and  came  to  New  England  with  his  par- 
ents.      In    1654    he    was    married   to   Dorcas,    the 
daughter  of  John  Plumb,  of  Branford,  Conn.,  and 
settled  in  Northampton,  Alass.,  where  he  died  Aug. 
20,   1690.     Lieut.  Lyman  was  in  command  of  the 
Northampton    soldiers    in    the    famous    Falls    fight 
above  Deerfield,  ]\Iay  18,  1676. 
j         [Nloses   Lyman,   a   son   of   Lieut.   John   Lyman, 
!  was  born  in  Northampton,  Mass.,  Feb.  20,   1662, 

and  died  Feb.  25,  1701. 
i         Capt.    [Nloses   Ljinan,    son   of     Moses     Lyman, 
I  was  bom   Feb.   2J,    1689,  married   Dec.    13,    1712, 
^Vlindwell  Sheldon,  and  died  Alarch  24,  1762 ;  she 
died  May  23,   1780. 

Deacon  Aloses  Lyman,  son  of  Capt.  Moses  Ly- 
man, was  born  Oct.  2,  1713,  and  was  married 
}klarch  24,  1742,  to  Sarah  Hayden  ("or  Highton), 
of  Windsor,  Conn.  She  was  born  Sept.  17,  1716. 
Air.  Lyman  removed  to  Goshen,  Conn.,  in  the 
autunm  of  1739,  being  one  of  the  earliest  inhabi- 
tants of  the  place,  the  settlement  having  only  been 
opened  the  preceding  year.  He  died  Jan.  6,  1768. 
Col.  Moses  L>Tnan,  son  of  Deacon  ]\Ioses  Ly- 
man, was  born  March  20,  1743,  and  was  married 
'  to  Ruth,  a  daughter  of  William  Collins,  of  Guil- 
ford. She  died  June  8,  1775,  and  twelve  years 
later  Col.  Lraian  married  the  widow  of  Jesse 
Judd,  and  the  daughter  of  Capt.  Jonathan  Buell, 
of  .Goshen.  Col.  Lyman  was  a  farmer,  and  oc- 
cupied through  life  the  homestead  of  his  father. 
In  the  State  Alilitia  he  held  every  position  from 
that  of  Corporal  to  Colonel,  and  during  the  Revo- 
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lution  spent  much  of  his  time  in  the  Continental 
army.  He  went  with  the  recruits  from  Goshen  to 
join  the  Northern  Army  before  the  surrender  of 
Burgoyne,  and  was  in  command  of  a  detachment 
which  was  stationed  on  the  extreme  right  on  the 
night  of  Oct.  7,  1777,  to  watch  the  movements  of 
the  invading  enemy.  It  was  his  privilege  to  be 
the  first  to  inform  Gen.  Gates  that  the  English 
camp  was  deserted,  and  for  his  promptness  he 
was  sent  to  Gen.  Washington  to  convey  the  in- 
formation in  person.  The  guard  which  had 
the  custody  of  the  gallant  and  unfortunate 
Major  Andre  was  commanded  by  him.  Col. 
Lyman  was  afterward  prominent  in  civil  life, 
and  was  elected  to  many  important  offices.  A 
man  of  strong  will  and  much  determination, 
he  was  active  and  forceful  all  his  life.  His 
death  occurred  Sept.  29,  1829,  his  second  wife 
dying  in  Milton  Society,,  Litchfield,  Oct.  7,  1835. 
at  the   very   advanced   age  of   ninety-three   years. 

Erastus  Lyman,  son  of  Col.  Lyman,  was  born 
Nov.  I,  1773,  and  was  married  Sept.  8,  1803,  to 
Abigail,  a  daughter  of  Ephraim  Starr,  of  Goshen, 
Conn.  They  resided  through  life  in  Goshen,  where 
he  was  known  as  a  man  of  ability  and  energy. 
His  success  in  business  put  him  among  the  solid 
men  of  the  community,  and  his  integrity  and 
benevolence  declared  him  a  man  of  lofty  character 
and  noble  soul.  He  died  Dec.  20,  1854;  and  his 
widow  Jan.  22,  1855. 

Horatio  Xelson  Lyman,  son  of  Erastus,  whose 
name  introduces  this  article,  was  born  May  2, 
1804,  and  was  married  to  his  first  wife,  Marana 
Elizabeth  Chapin,  of  Goshen,  Conn.,  !May  9,  1836, 
and  to  Mrs.  Juliet  North,  widow  of  William 
North,  June  4,  1850.  After  a  residence  in  Goshen 
of  some  twenty  years  'Sir.  Lyman  removed  to 
Waterbury,  Conn.  Some  three  years  were  spent 
by  him  in  Germany,  and  on  his  return  he  located 
at  New  Haven,  where  his  home  was  maintained 
until  his  death,  July  13,  1886.  To  his  first  mar- 
riage were  born  :  (i)  Jane  E.,  July  11,  1837. 
(2)  Henry  Alexander,  Sept.  5,  1839,  a  member  of 
the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  He  was 
married  in  Westminster,  London,  England,  Sept. 
12,  1866,  to  Isabella  Maria,  a  daughter  of  T.  K. 
Faulls,  of  London.  He  compiled  the  pedigree  of 
the  Lymans  in  England  from  the  time  of  Edward 
III,  which  appears  in  Dr.  Lyman  Coleman's  His- 
tory of  the  Lyman  Family — 1872.  (3)  Josephine 
Maria,  Oct.  2,  1841.  (4)  Abby  died  an  infant. 
To  the  second  Mrs.  Lyman  were  born:  (5)  Will- 
iam Thomson,  ]^Iarch  5,  1851,  died  Feb.  15,  1853; 
(6)  George  Nelson,  Aug.  29,  1852,  died  Feb.  19, 
^853;  (7)  Edward  Norman,  Julv  i,  1855,  died 
Oct.  29,   1855. 

The  second  Mrs.  Lyman  was  Juliet  Thomson. 
a  daughter  of  Eben  Thomson,  and  was  born  in 
Goshen.  Her  father,  who  was  born  in  the  same 
town,  came  to  New  Haven,  and  followed  the  gro- 
cery business  for  many  years.     Mrs.  Lyman,  who 


I  was  born  in  1821,  married  her  first  husband,  Will- 

[  iam  North,  a  lawyer  of  Elmira.  N.  Y.,  who  died 

j  after   fourteen  months  of  married  life,  at  the  age 

;  of  twenty-eight  years.     The  family  were  all  asso- 

j  ciated  with  the   United  Congregational  Church  of 

I  New  Haven. 

i  LUCIAN  DAYTON  WARNER  affords  in  his 
'  career  a  striking  illustration  of  what  may  be  achieved 
j  by  the  hard  sense,  rugged  determination  and  steadv 
I  insistence  of  the  sons  of  Connecticut,  of  which  he 
I  's  a  worthy  representative. 

I         Richard  Warner,  his  grandfather,  was  born  in 
!  Salem  (now  Naugatuck),  Conn.,  in  1772,  and  was 
!  one  of  a  large  family,  the  others  being  Obadiah.  Ran- 
!  som,   Eri,   Wakely,   Walter.   Philena,   Carolina  and 
I  Roxana.     Richard    Warner   married    Polly    Hicox, 
I  who  was  born    in  the    same    town,    daughter    of 
!  Gideon  and  Philena  Hicox.  and  was  four  years  his 
;  junior.     They  were  poor,  and  finding  life  in  Con- 
;  necticut  by  no  means  a  bed  of  roses,  in  their  com- 
I  parative  youth  they  migrated  overland  in  a  wagon 
!  to  Pitcher.  Chenango  county.  N.  Y.,  a  locality  then 
considered  the  "far  West."  There  they  settled,  shar- 
\  ing  bravely  the  toil  and  danger  attending  the  estab- 
j  lishment  of  a  new  home  in  the  forest.     To  these 
i  sturdy  pioneers  were  born  fifteen  children,  namely: 
I  Obadiah.  Sheldon,  Adna.  Minerva,  Edward,  Maria, 
I  David  H.,  Curtis,  Rachel,  Electa,  Lucina,  Calvin, 
Florilla,  Elmina  and  Richard  P.    Only  the  youngest. 
I  Richard  P.,  now  survives.     With  the  exception  of 
Calvin,  who  became  a  minister,  all  the  eight  sons 
were  farmers,  and  five  of  the  seven  daughters  mar- 
ried   farmers.    Elmina   W.    becoming   the    wife   of 
George  P.  Swan,  a  wagon  maker  of  Binghamton ; 
her  home  was  at  No.  149  Robinson  street,  that  city. 
Richard    P.   Warner  has   been   twice   married,   his 
first  wife  being  Lucy  Parks,  and  his  second  Helen 
Debell :  his  residence  is  at  Candor,  Tioga  Co.,  N. 
Y.    Of  the  other  thirteen  children  all  were  married 
but  Florilla,  who  was  born  July  6.  1815,  and  died 
July  8,  1863.    Obadiah.  born  April  13,  1793,  married 
Lucy  L.  Sperry.    Sheldon,  born  Nov.  20,  1794,  mar- 
ried Lucy  Carter,  and  died  Feb.  7,  1892.    Adna,  born 
April  9,  1796,  is  mentioned  below.     Minerva,  born 
Jan.  22,  1798.  was  the  wife  of  Elijah  Fenton.     Ed- 
ward, born  Alay  14.  1799,  married  Sophronia  Sails. 
and  died  Oct.  28,  1890.     Maria,  born  Dec.  3.  1800. 
married  John  Hinman.    David  H..  born  Feb.  5,  1802. 
married  Almira  Robbins,  and  died  Aug.  9.    1896. 
Curtis,  born  July  4,  1803,  married  Caroline  Hyde. 
Rachel,  born  July  4.  1805.  married  Orlando  Pierce, 
and  died  April  18.  1882.    Electa,  born  July  5,  1807. 
became  the  wife  of  John  Robbins.     Lucina.  born 
July  5.  1809,  married  Nonnan  Burnham,  and  passed 
away  Jan.  20,  1887.     Calvin,  born  in  August.  1812. 
married  Delia  Knight.    Richard  Warner,  the  father 
of  this  large  family,  died  on  his  farm  in  Pitcher. 
Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.,  May  25,   1857;  his  faithful 
wife  entered  into  rest  nine  years  previous. 

Adna  Warner,  the  father  of  Lucian  D.,  was  born 
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in  Xaiijj^atuck  April  9,  1796,  and  had  grown  to  early 
nKiiiliood  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Che- 
nango Co.,  X.  v.,  to  do  his  part  in  clearing  the 
forest  and  plowing  furrows  in  the  virgin  soil.  There 
he  married  Lucia  Carter,  a  school  teacher  of  Pitcher, 
whose  father,  Klias  Carter,  was  the  scion  of  an  oUl 
l'",nglish  family,  which  settled  in  Lancaster,  Mass., 
in  the  first  half  of  the  seventeenth  century.  Adna 
Warner  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  a  farmer 
bv  occupation.  He  owned  400  acres  of  land,  and 
niade  a  specialty  of  dairy  farming,  being  largely  in- 
terested in  breeding  tine  Devonshire  cattle.  He  was 
a  man  of  deep  and  earnest  convictions,  in  both  re- 
ligion and  politics — an  energetic  worker  in  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  a  strong  abolitionist,  be- 
ing first  a  \\  hig  and  later  a  Republican.  He  died 
Nov.  25,  1881,  preceded  to  the  grave  by  his  wife, 
who  passed  away  July  26,  1880. 

Lucian  D.  Warner  was  born  in  Pitcher.  X.  Y., 
Sept.  18,  1839.  After  attending  the  district  schools 
of  that  town  he  was  sent  to  the  academy  at  Cincin- 
natus,  Cortland  county,  X.  Y.,  and  at  the  close  of 
his  school  days  entered  the  general  store  of  Jefi:'erson 
Kingman,  who  in  addition  to  keeping  store  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  postmaster.  There  young 
Warner  remained  for  two  years,  in  October.  1859,. 
coming  to  Xaugatuck,  Conn.,  where  he  at  once  be- 
came a  clerk  in  the  general  store  of  Thomas  Lewis. 
}le  evinced  from  the  outset  a  natural  aptitude  for 
the  business,  to  which  were  joined  unwearying  in- 
dustry and  scrupulous  fidelity.  C)n  Jan.  i,  1863,  he 
became  an  ecpial  partner  with  'Sir.  Lewis,  the  rela- 
tion continuing  for  three  years.  In  1866  Air.  War- 
ner was  tendered  and  accepted  the  position  of  secre- 
tary and  treasurer  of  the  Connecticut  Cutlery  Co.. 
whose  plant  was  located  at  Cnion  City,  but  three 
years  later  he  resigned  this  dual  office  to  enter  into 
partnership  with  B.  B.  Tuttle  and  J.  H.  Whitte- 
more,  under  the  firm  name  of  Tuttle  &  Whittemore. 
In  1871  a  joint  stock  company  was  formed  under 
the  style  of  the  Tuttle  &  Whittemore  Co.,  which 
was  the  predecessor  of  the  [Malleable  Iron  Co.  of  to- 
day. Mr.  Warner  was  at  first  secretar\-  and  af- 
terward treasurer,  later  becoming  president  and  gen- 
eral manager.  On  Jan.  2,  1899,  he  retired  from  ac- 
tive business,  and  has  since  had  no  care  outside  of 
the  management  of  his  estate.  His  home  is  in 
Church  street,  a  center  of  culture,  refinement  and 
religious  influence. 

Mr.  Warner  has  been  twice  married.  On  Sept. 
14,  1864,  he  was  united  to  Miss  Julia  AI.  Lewis,  a 
ilaughter  of  his  partner,  Thomas  Lewis.  To  this 
union  were  born  six  children :  Lewis  C,  the  eldest, 
is  superintendent  of  the  Beacon  Falls  Rubber  Co. 
NVinnifred  L.  is  the  wife  of  George  B.  Alford,  of 
Torrington.  Carleton  S.  is  a  foreman  for  the  To- 
ronto Rul)l)er  Shoe  Co.,  at  Port  Dalhousie,  Canada, 
l-rederick  A.,  formerly  a  traveling  salesman  for  the 
Malleable  Iron  Co.,  is  now  general  manager  for  the 
Metal  Finishing  Co.,  of  L'nion  City.  George  D.  is 
in  the  emplov  of  the  Beacon  F'alls  Rubber  Co.    Lucia 
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E.,  the  youngest  child,  is  attending  school  in  Xor- 
walk.  The  mother  of  these  died  March  15,  1890.  On 
Xov.  10,  1892,  Mr.  Warner  married  Miss  Anna  B. 
Row-e,  the  orphaned  daughter  of  Dr.  Rufus  J. 
Rowe,  of  Whitehall,  Xew  York. 

Mr.  Warner  is  social  in  his  tastes  and  life,  fond 
of  friends  and  deservedly  popular.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  but  although  repeatedly  requested, 
has  steadily  refused  to  become  a  candidate  for  oftice. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Alasonic  fraternity,  belong- 
ing to  Shepherd's  Lodge,  Xo.  78,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
of  Xaugatuck,  and  to  Clark  Commandery,  K.  T., 
of  Waterbury.  Since  1861  he  has  been  a  devout 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  is  a  liberal 
contributor  to  its  support,  and  earnest  in  advancing 
its  work,  having  been  for  thirty-two  years  super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday-school. 

SAMUEL  M.  BLAIR,  a  well-known  grocer  at 
Xo.  32  Mott  street,  Ansonia,  was  born  in  Riverton,. 
town  of  Barkhamsted,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  Aug. 
17,  1838,  son  of  Sherman  C.  Blair,  who  was  born  m 
Blandtord,  Alass.  Xathan  Blair,  his  grandfather, 
was  a  native  of  the  same  place,  and  was  a  son  of 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  that  locality.  The  fam- 
ily is  recorded  as  being  settled  in  Alassachusetts  in 
the  very  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  centur_\-,  and 
the  great-grandfather  of  Samuel  AI.  Blair  was  a 
farmer,  and  received  his  land  from  the  Colonial 
government.  He  was  a  man  of  parts,  and  served  , 
m  the  Continental  Congress.  Xathan  Blair  was  a 
physician,  and  practiced  medicine  all  his  life  in 
Blandford.  He  was  a  well-known  man,  and  his 
life  was  a  singularly  honorable  and  useful  one.  He 
married  Sally  Tirrell,  a  daughter  of  a  well-known 
tamily  of  that  region,  and  to  them  were  born  thir- 
teen children,  of  whom  only  two  survive,  Reuben,, 
of  Fair  Haven ;  and  Alary  Ann,  who  resides  in 
Massachusetts.  Xathan  Blair  and  his  wife  botli 
reached  an  advanced  age. 

Sherman  C.  Blair  was  reared  in  Blandford. 
where  he  began  his  business  career.  When  some- 
what older  he  went  to  Farmington  to  take  a  posi- 
tion as  treasurer  of  a  hoe  and  shovel  company. 
When  the  railroad  was  run  through  to  Ansonia  he 
was  made  agent  at  the  depot,  and  was  among  the 
earlier  railroad  agents  in  that  part  of  the  State.. 
For  a  number  of  years  after  leaving  the  railroad 
service  he  was  treasurer  of  a  building  and  lumber 
company  in  Derby,  Conn.  For  some  time  he  was 
a  bookkeeper  for  the  Ansonia  Clock  Co.,  after  leav- 
ing which  position  he  gave  up  business.  He  ilied 
at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  He  married  Lydia 
AI.  Alallory,  who  was  born  in  Spencertown,  X'.  \.. 
a  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Alallory,  a  lifelong  farmer 
in  that  locality.  Sherman  C.  and  Lydia  M.  I'dair 
became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  three  of 
whom  are  living:  Samuel  AI. ;  John,  who  is  man- 
ager of  the  Apothecaries  Hall  Co.,  at  Waterbury: 
and  James,  now  living  in  California,  who  has  trav- 
eled all  over  the  world.    The  mother  died  at  the  age 
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of  seventy  years.  She  and  her  husband  were  de- 
vout members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  in 
which  he  was  a  deacon  and  deeply  interested  in  its 
welfare.  He  was  a  member  of  the  liome  Mission- 
ary Society,  and  an  active  worker  in  everything 
that  conserved  the  public  good.  In  politics  he  was 
a  Republican,  and  for  many  years  held  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace. 

Samuel  AI.  Blair  spent  the  earlier  years  of  his 
life  at  home,  attending  the  public  school;  When 
he.  was  fourteen  years  of  age  he  entered  the  store 
of  Almon  Smith  at  Ansonia,  for  whom  he  clerked 
a  number  of  years,  and  he  was  employed  two  years 
at  Bridgeport.  Mr.  Blair  became  sergeant  of  Com- 
pany F,  23d  Conn.  \'.  I.,  which  went  from  Derby, 
and  received  an  honorable  discharge  after  one  year 
'  of  service.  Returning  to  Ansonia,  he  entered  the 
employ  of  T.  P.  Terry  &  Son,  in  the  general  hard- 
ware line.  He  was  then  employed  by  E.  H.  Ran- 
dall, in  the  grocery  business,  also  by  C.  H.  Smith, 
In  1884  Mr.  Blair  started  in  his  present  store,  and 
while  he  has  not  attempted  to  do  a  large  business 
he  has  a  very  satisfactory  patronage.  One  clerk 
and  his  daughter  are  with  him  in  the  store.  Mr. 
Blair  has  been  established  in  business  many  years, 
and  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  respected  men  in 
his  line  in  the  city.  All  his  competitors  speak  well 
of  him,  and  he  is  much  respected  in  the  community. 
He  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Mr.  Blair  was  married  in  1861  to  Betsy  A. 
Smith,  who  was  born  in  Derby,  daughter  of  Almon 
Smith,  a  grocer  of  long-time  standing  in  that  city. 
Mrs.  Blair  was  one  of  six  children.  To  our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife  have  come  two  children,  Jennie 
S.  being  the  only  one  now  living.  The  other  child 
■died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Blair  belongs  to  George  Washington 
Lodge,  F.  &  A.  AL,  in  which  he  has  held  several 
offices,  and  has  been  senior  deacon  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  also  belongs  to  the  American  Mechan- 
ics, and  is  a  charter  member  of  Thomas  M.  Red- 
shaw  Post.  G.  A.  R.,  in  which  he  has  filled  all  the 
offices  and  in  which  he  is  deeply  interested.  He 
was  an  aid-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  Adjt.  Gen. 
Goben  in  1898.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 
Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Blair  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church ;  he  was  secretary  of  the  society  for 
a  time,  has  also  been  treasurer,  and  has  acted  as 
librarian  of  the  Sunday-school. 

DWIGHT  ELI  TODD,  for  many  years  a 
farmer  and  honored  citizen  of  Bethany,  passed 
awav  Jan.  3,  1901,  in  Woodbridge,  where  he  spent 
the  last  two  vears  of  his  life.  He  was  a  native  of 
New  Haven  county,  born  in  Bethany  Sept.  11, 
1834,  son  of  Leonard  and  Julia  (Bradley)  Todd. 
His  father,  who  was  born  Nov.  8,  1800,  and  died 
/April  6,  1S76,  was  a  son  of  Eli  and  Bede  Todd, 
in  whose  family  were  three  children,  the  others 
being  Lovisa,  wife  of  Amos  Peck,  of  Hamden ; 
and  Mary  Ann,  wife  of  Jesse  Allen  Doolittle,  of 


the  same  town.  Eli  Todd  was  also  a  native  of 
Bethany,  and  a  son  of  Jonah  Todd,  who  was  born 
in  Northford,  and  went  to  Bethany  in  1783. 

Our  subject  was  the  sixth  in  the  order  of  birth 
in  a  family  of  seven  children,  as  follows :  Grace, 
born  April  i,  1823,  married  Rev.  F.  B.  Woodard, 
of  Watertown,  Conn.,  and  died  'in  June,  1898; 
Emily,  bom  June  i,  1825,  married  Isaac  Perkins, 
of  Bethany,  and  died  Aug.  3,  1880;  Alargaret,  born 
March  16,  1828,  married  Chauncey  Beecher,  of 
Bethany,  and  died  March  15,  1886;  Celia,  born 
July  23,  1830,  is  the  wife  of  Wales  Dickerman,  of 
Hamden;  Street  B.,  born  Aug.  9,  1832,  married 
Sarah  Hotchkiss ;  and  Jasper  B.,  born  Sept.  9,  1842, 
married  Minnie  Aloody,  and  resides  in  the  old 
'j'odd  homestead  in  Bethany  township. 

Dwight  Eli  Todd  received  a  common-school 
education.  Throughout  his  active  business  life  he 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  with  marked  suc- 
cess, but  during  his  later  years,  owing  to  ill  heakh, 
he  discontinued  all  business,  moving  to  Wood- 
bridge.  Farming  was  his  principal  occupation,  but 
he  also  engaged  quite  extensively  in  butchering,  in 
company  with  his  brother  Street.  He  owned  200 
acres  of  land  in  Bethany,  and  he  was  one  of  the 
vell-to-do  and  substantial  men,  as  well  as  one  of 
the  highly  respected  citizens,  of  his  community. 
In  his  political  affiliations  he  was  a  Democrat.  For 
many  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  gave  liberally  toward  its  support. 
Though  an  energetic  and  successful  man,  he  was 
quiet  in  his  habits  and  unassuming  in  his  manners. 

On  Dec.  24,  1877,  Mr.  Todd  married  Mrs.  Cath- 
erine Emily  Bishop,  and  they  had  two  children : 
Leonard  E.,  born  Alay  10,  1880,  who  is  a  student 
at  Yale  College ;  and  Julia  Rosette,  born  June  24, 
1886,  who  is  now  a  student  in  the  Boardman  Train- 
ing School,  New  Haven.  Mrs.  Todd  was  born 
Aug.  15,  1842,  and  first  married,  June  17,  1868, 
Henry  Bishop,  who  died  ]March  24,  1876.  By  that 
union  she  also  had  two  children,  of  whom  Charles, 
born  May  7,  1869,  died  in  1886.  Berton  F.,  born 
Feb.  22,  1874,  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  is  now  a  dentist  in  New  Haven ; 
he  married  Miss  Mary  Smith  Gold. 

The  Sperry  family,  to  which  Mrs.  Todd  be- 
longs, is  probably  of  English  origin,  and  was 
founded  in  this  country  during  Colonial  days  by 
Richard  Sperry,  who  came  from  England  and  was 
among  the  first  to  take  up  land  in  Connecticut. 
From  him  have  undoubtedly  sprung  all  the  Sperrys 
in  New  Haven  county,  though  there  are  families 
in  Woodbridge  who  can  trace  no  connection  with 
others  of  their  name  in  the  same  town.  The  Dick- 
erman book  says  that  he  had  ten  children  and  sixty 
grandchildren ;  also  that  his  home  and  Ralph  Lines' 
v.-ere  the  only  houses  between  West  Rock  and  the 
Hudson  river,  except  a  few  at  Derby,  in  1661. 
Woodbridge  was  originally  known  as  Amity,  and 
was  renamed  in  honor  of  Rev.  Benjamin  \\'ood- 
bridge,  for  a  long  time  its  pastor.     Richard  Sperry 
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was  a  man  of  considerable  historical  note.  His 
name  is  frequently  mentioned  in  connection  with 
the  tlij^ht  and  escape  of  the  Regicides.  For  some 
iMue  tliev  found  shelter  in  W'oodbridge  (where  he 
located)^  and  he  provided  them  with  food  and  aided 
tiicin  in  eluding-  their  pursuers.  He  housed  them 
<,n  liis  own  land  without  the  members  of  his  house- 
liold  learning  the  secret.  His  son,  Ebenezer  Sperry, 
was  born  in  July,  1663,  in  W'oodbridge^  and  there 
passed  his  entire  life  as  a  farmer  and  hunter.  He 
married  Abigail  Dickerman.  Following  in  direct 
descent  came  three  who  bore  the  name  of  Isaac, 
and  of  the  two  first  very  little  can  be  learned. 

Isaac  Sperry  (3)  married  Polly  (Maryj  Tut- 
t!e,  and  from  the  old  cemetery  in  Bethany  we  learn 
that  he  died  Feb.  7,  1844,  aged  eighty-four  years, 
his  wife  Oct.  25,  1835,  aged  seventy-one  years. 
To  them  were  born  children  as  follows :  Polly 
married  Joel  Hotchkiss  and  moved  to  Alosiertown, 
Pa. ;  Dolly  married  Theodore  Page  and  also  located 
in  Pennsylvania ;  ^Nlalinda  was  twice  married,  her 
second  husband  being  David  Beecher,  of  Bethany, 
Conn. ;  Clara  was  the  wife  of  Sheldon  Hotchkiss, 
of  New  Haven ;  Lucy  died  unmarried,  and  was 
buried  in  the  old  Bethany  cemetery ;  Isaac  located 
in  Mosiertown,  Pa. ;  Enos  was  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Todd;  Lewis  located  near  ^losiertown.  Pa.;  Allen 
first  moved  to  Pennsylvania  and  later  to  Michigan, 
since  which  time  nothing  has  been  heard  of  him ; 
Chauncey  lived  'in  New  Haven ;  and  Gerry  made 
his  home  in  Bethany. 

Enos  Sperry,  Mrs.  Todd's  father,  was  born  in 
Bethany  in  1801,  and  died  in  ^lay,  1880.  He  was 
married  in  his  native  town  to  Rosetta  Russell, 
<iaughter  of  Daniel  and  Eunice  (Ailing)  Russell, 
al.so  natives  of  Bethany,  and  to  this  union  came  six 
children,  namely:  Louisa,  born  Aug.  5,  1826,  mar- 
ried Royal  Nettleton,  of  New  Haven ;  Julia,  born 
in  183 1,  married  Charles  Allen  Smith,  of  New 
Haven;  Celia  died  Oct.  15,  1853,  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years ;  Isaac  served  as  a  cavalryman  in  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  then  went  West ;  Ellen, 
born  in  1838,  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in  Beth- 
any; Catherine  Emily,  wife  of  our  subject,  com- 
pletes the  family.  The  mother  passed  away  Aug. 
9>  1893,  aged  eighty-seven  years. 

ALEXANDER  HALL,  the  oldest  citizen  in 
the  North  Farms  District,  town  of  Wallingford, 
and  a  retired  business  man  of  a  high  character 
and  an  unblemished  career,  was  born  in  North 
Farms  Aug.  24,  1824. 

Thomas  Hall,  the  first  of  that  name  in  Walling- 
ford of  whom  we  have  definite  record,  was  born 
there  and  spent  his  life  as  a  farmer  and  land  owner, 
dying  Aug.  27,  1741.  Abigail  Atwater,  his  wife. 
was  the  daughter  of  John  Atwater,  and  their 
,  union  was  blessed  with  the  following  children: 
Thomas,  born  March  10,  17 12,  married  Lydia  Cur- 
tis;  Phincas,  born  April  12.  1715;  Abigail,  born 
April  12,  1719;  and  Joshua,  born  May  23,  1722. 


Joshua  Hall  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he 
spent  his  life  engaged  in  its  cultivation.  To  him 
and  his  wife  Hannah  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren:  Susannah,  born  Nov.  16,  1742;  Aledad, 
born  July  26,  1743;  x-\bigail,  born  April  5,  1745, 
died  in  infancy;  Gdes  and  Abigail  (twins),  born" 
Feb.  24,  1747;  and  Samuel,  born  Jan.  29,  1707. 

Giles  Hall,  noted   in   the  preceding  paragraph, 
grandfather  to  Alexander  Flail,  grew  to  manhood 
under  his  parents'  roof,  and  owned  a  farm  in  the 
North  Farms  District,  which  he  cultivated  and  on 
\  which  he  died.     Lois  Ives,  his  wife,  also  died  on 
I  this    farm,   and   w^as   buried    in    the   Center    Street 
I  cemetery.      To   them    were    born     these     children : 
!  Abel,  born  Dec.  10,  1778,  died  in  Atwater,  Ohio; 
Sarah,   born  Aug.   20,   1780;   Giles   died  April   21, 
1791;  Joshua;   Lois,     who    married   Andrew   An- 
drews; Lucy;  Hannah;  and  John. 

Joshua  Hall,  the  father  of  Alexander  Hall,  was 
born  in  North  Farms,  and  was  reared  to  manhood 
on  the  home  estate,  and  there  he  spent  his  entire 
life  engaged  in  general  farming,  reaching  the  ripe 
old  age  of  eighty  years.  He  died  on  his  farm,  and 
was  buried  in  Wallingford.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat,  and  in  religion  a  man  of  broad  and  lib- 
eral views.  Sophronia  Gates,  his  wife,  was  born 
in  North  Branford,  and  became  the  mother  of  the 
following  family :  William  Chauncey,  born  May 
5,  1805;  Roderick,  born  Dec.  21,  1806;  James  AL, 
born  March  3,  1809;  Delight,  born  Jan.  24,  181 1, 
died  young;  Delight  (2),  born  March  29,  1813; 
Henrietta,  born  Jan.  24,  1815;  Lois,  born  Feb.  3, 
1818;  Jenette,  Dec.  18,  1821  ;  and  Alexander,  Aug. 
24,  1824.  Mrs.  Joshua  Hall  died  on  the  farm,  and 
was  buried  in  Wallingford. 

Alexander  Hall  had  his  education  in  the  district 
school  in  North  Farms,  and  worked  at  home  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  when  he  started 
out  in  life  for  himself,  working  for  a  time  at  farm 
labor,  and  peddling  Yankee  notions  through  the 
country  during  the  winter  months.  He  was  em- 
ployed for  a  time  in  the  button  shop  at  East  ]\Ieri- 
aen,  and  then  at  Hanover,  near  East  Meriden. 
Married  in  1846,  he  settled  down  to  farming,  and 
in  1848  he  bought  a  tract  of  sixty  acres,  which  for 
more  than  half  a  century  has  been  his  home.  Here 
he  has  been  engaged  in  general  farming,  and  has 
also  done  a  large  business  with  the  railroad  in  get- 
tmg  out  ties,  spokes,  etc.  His  landed  property  at 
t.ie  present  time  amounts  to  250  acres.  • 

Mr.  Hall  is  living  a  retired  life,  but  is  still  re- 
markablv  active,  and  looks  after  every  item  of  his 
large  business.  A  great  loss  befel  him  in  the  death 
of  his  only  son  Herbert,  who  died  in  August,  1900, 
from  typhoid  fever.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 
In  religious  belief  he  is  a  Baptist,  belonging  to  the 
church  of  that  denomination  in  Wallingford.  His 
standing  among  those  who  know  him  best  is  that 
of  a  good  Christian  man,  kind  to  the  poor  anil 
needv,  honest  in  every  detail  of  his  life,  and  a  pub- 
lic-spirited citizen. 
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On  JNIay  3,  1846,  Mr.  Hall  and  Jane  A.  Potter 
were  married  in  Xorthlord.  in  the  town  ct  Xorth 
Branford,  Conn.  Mrs.  Hall  was  a  daughter  of 
Jerard  H.  and  Hannah  (  I'.artholoniew)  i'otter,  and 
was  the  mother  of  three  children:  (1  )  Mary  Jane, 
■  unmarried,  is  a  dress  maker,  and  resides  at  home, 
keeping  house  for  her  father.  (2}  Herbert  M., 
who  died  in  August,  1900,  married  Emma  Landers, 
and  was  the  father  of  three  children  :  Ralph,  who 
was  accidentally  shot  and  killed ;  Helen ;  and  Clar- 
ence. He  was  a  farmer,  a  Republican,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  (3)  Edith  L.  married,  Oct. 
23,  1889,  William  Hart,  of  Plainville,  and  is  the 
mother  of  two  children,  Ethel  Al.  and  Xaoma. 

Mrs.  Jane  A.  Hall  died  Aug.  24,  1895,  in  W'all- 
ingford,  and  was  buried  at  the  Center  Street  ceme- 
tery. She  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Ch.urch, 
and  a  lady  of  high  religious  spirit.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hall  had  lived  together  for  nearly  fifty  years,  and 
their  wedded  life  was  singularly  beautiful  and 
harmonious. 

CHARLES  W.  BEARDSLEY,  a  leading  resi- 
dent of  Milford,  was  born  in  Stratford,  Conn.,  May 
2y,  1829,  and  is  a  representative  of  a  family  that 
has  been  prominent  since  pioneer  days.  He  traces 
his  descent  from  William  Beardsley,  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  the  town  of  Stratford,  from,  whom  he 
takes  the  name  of  William.  William  Beardsley 
came  from  Stratford-on-Avon  (the  birthplace  of 
WilHam  Shakespeare;,  England,  in  1635,  in  the 
good  ship  "Planter,"  commanded  by  Capt.  Travice. 
He  was  then  only  thirty  years  of  age,  but  had  a  wife 
and  three  children,  all  of  whom  accompanied  him 
hither.  After  his  arrival  he  was  made  a  freeman  in 
Hadley,  Mass.,  but  in  1639  settled  in  the  Connecti- 
cut town  to  which  the  family  gave  the  name  of  Strat- 
ford, in  honor  of  the  English  town  from  which  they 
i  had  emigrated.  The  town  of  Avon,  X.  Y.,  was  also 
nam.ed  by  descendants  of  William  Beardsley,  who 
settled  there,  in  honor  of  the  old  river  in  England. 
William  Beardsley  was  a  deputy  in  Stratford  in 
1645,  and  for  seven  years  thereafter,  and  was  a 
man  of  much  prominence  in  early  Colonial  times. 
He  died  in  1660,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six,  leaving  three 
children.  The  succession  in  the  line  to  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  is  through  Joseph,  the  youngest  son, 
the  generations  from  Joseph  being  John,  Andrew, 
Henry,  William  Henry  and  Charles,  the  last  named 
being  the  father  of  Charles  W. 

William  Henry  Beardsley,  our  subject's  grand- 
father, was  born  in  1767,  and  died  July  26,  1841, 
aged  seventy-three.  He  married  Sarah  Beach,  a 
native  of  the  town  of  Huntington,  Fairfield  Co., 
Conn.,  and  a  daughter  of  Israel  Beach  (2),  a  de- 
scendant of  John  Beach,  of  Stratford.  She  died 
April  25,  1827,  the  mother  of  the  following  children  : 
/  Wilson,  born  April  15,  I7q6,  was  a  farmer  in  Strat- 
ford and  died  May  18,  1865:  Henry,  born  in  1797, 
was  a  tinsmith  in  Bridgeport,  and  died  April  20, 
1880;  Lucretia,  born  in  1800,  married  a  Mr.  Crofut, 


a  farmer  in  Xorwalk,  Conn. ;  Charles,  our  subject's 
father;  Stephen,  born  in  180.4,  w^s  a  carpenter  and 
died  in  Stratford;  Sarah,  born  July  10,  1810,  mar- 
ried Benjamin  Califf,  of  liridgeport,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  eighty-two  years  and  five  months  ;  and 
^lirah  died  Oct.   11,   1839,  aged  twenty-four  years. 

Charles  Beardsley  was  born  in  1806,  and  was 
reared  in  Stratford  upon  the  old  farm.  He  learned 
the  shoemaker's  trade  which  he  followed  many  years 
in  connection  with  farming.  He  died  in  1853,  at 
the  age  of  forty-seven  years.  His  wife,  Sarah  Bald- 
win, who  died  in  1889,  was  a  daughter  of  Hezekiah 
Baldwin,  of  Milford,  a  descendant  of  Joseph  Bald- 
win, one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town.  To  Charles 
and  Sarah  (Baldwin)  Beardsley  were  born  eigl;: 
children,  of  whom  Charles  W.  is  the  eldest.  The 
following  is  the  record  of  the  others,  all  of  whom 
are  living  and  resiflents  of  Milford,  unless  therein 
stated:  Abigail,  born  May  9,  1832,  married  Charles 
R.  Baldwin,  of  Milford;  Alvira,  born  June  4,  1834; 
Hezekiah,  born  .\pril  30,  1836,  is  an  extensive  coii- 
tractor  and  builder  of  Milford;  George,  born  Jan. 
20,  1838,  has  charge  of  the  cabinet  work  in  the 
schools  of  Xew  Haven,  where  he  now  resides  ;  Theo- 
dore, born  Feb.  23,  1S40,  is  a  prominent  builder  of 
Springfield,  ]\Iass. ;  Sarah  ]..  bom  Jan.  2^,  1842, mar- 
ried Edward  Clark,  of  ^lilford;  and  Frederick,  born 
Oct.  22,  1843,  has  for  twenty-two  years  been  em- 
ployed by  the  X.  Y.  &  X.  H.  Railway  Company. 

Charles  W.  Beardsley  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon and  select  schools  of  his. native  town,  and  com- 
menced learning  the  shoe  business  at  the  age  of 
fifteen,  following  same  for  eighteen  years.  He 
learned  his  trade  in  Milford,  having  accompanied 
his  parents  to  that  town  in  1844.  His  health  par- 
tially failing  by  close  confinement  in  his  work,  he 
engaged  in  the  stock  and  produce  business,  import- 
ing from  Alontreal,  Canada,  and  continued  success- 
fully in  this  business  for  twelve  years.  He  has  had 
some  of  the  finest  Jersey  cattle  that  have  appeared 
in  America,  for  which  he  has  obtained  large  prices. 
He  then  bought  one  of  the  best  farms  in  Milford. 
and  is  engaged  in  the  seed  business  for  Peter  Hen- 
derson &  Co.,  of  X'ew  York  City.  He  has  been  iden- 
tified with  some  of  the  most  important  enterprises 
of  the  town,  and  has  served  as  a  director  of  the  Mil- 
ford Savings  Bank,  and  of  the  Steam  Power  Manu- 
facturing Company. 

Mr.  Beardsley  has  held  an  important  place  in 
public  afifairs.  He  has  held  the  offices  of  selectman 
for  twelve  years  in  succession,  member  of  the  board 
of  education,  member  of  the  fire  department  for 
twenty-two  years,  aufl  was  a  member  of  the  Sec- 
ond Company,  Governor's  Foot  Guards  ( organized 
1775),  under  Gov.  Buckingham,  and  he  was  one  of 
the  incorporators  of  the  Taylor  Library,  of  Milford. 
In  1889  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  Connecticut,  for  two  years,  and 
served  on  the  railroad  committee,  and  was  com- 
missioner of  the  Washington  bridge.  He  gave  a 
full  historv  of  the  old  bridge,  and  when  the  bill 
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■caino  before  tlic  House  to  have  the  structure  made 
a  free  hridije,  supi)orted  by  Xew  Haven  and  Fair- 
tield  counties,  be  made  a  strong  argument  in  favor 
«if  tlie  free  bridge  system,  and  the  bill  was  passed. 
Three  otiier  free  bridges,  the  Birmingham.  Zoar  and 
lieimett.  now  cross  the  Housatonic  river,  making 
a  well  defined  line  between  the  two  counties.  He 
was  re-elected  a  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
M-ntatives  for  the  years  1891-92,  and  was  again  a 
iiu-uiIkt  of  the  railroad  committee.  Gov.  Bulkeley 
appointed  him  shell-fish  commissioner,  and  in  1893 
(iov.  Morris  reappointed  him  to  the  same  office. 

On  May  28,  1S50,  Mr.  Beardsley  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Sarah  Baldwin,  who  was  born  Jan. 
4,  1827,  daughter  of  Elnathan  Baldwin,  of  ^lil- 
ford,  and  their  union  has  been  blessed  with  three 
children:  De  Witt  Clinton,  born  ^lay  18,  1852,  a 
prominent  contractor  and  builder,  who  married  Mar- 
tha P.  Avery,  of  Stratford,  and  has  four  children: 
Medorah  H.,  Maud  C,  Stanley  A.  and  Ida  Frances ; 
Sarah  Etta,  born  Feb.  10,  1855,  married  Charles 
Clark,  contractor  and  builder,  of  West  Flaven,  and 
had  two  children :  George  W.  and  Elwood  R. ; 
Charles  Frederick,  born  June  16,  1866,  resides  at 
home,  and  is  engaged  in  the  seed  business  with  his 
father.  Mr.  Beardsley  united  with  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church  of  Milford  in  1850.  and  is  es- 
teemed in  his  native  town  and  in  the  town  where  he 
resides  and  wherever  known,  as  an  honorable  and 
uprierht  citizen.  Socially  he  belongs  to  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  of  Milford.  The  Beardsley  family  is  quite 
a  numerous  one  in  Connecticut,  and  in  all  its 
branches  has  maintained  the  honorable  reputation 
transmitted  through  succeeding  generations  from 
William  Beardsley,  the  venerated  ancestor. 

The  first  record  of  the  Baldwin  family,  with 
which  Mr.  Beardsley  is  connected  in  the  maternal 
line,  is  in  England,  A.  D.  1672,  but  the  line  is  some- 
what broken  from  then  until  1515  when  occurred  the 
birth  of  Richard  Baldwin  in  Bucks  countv,  England, 
and  since  then  the  descent  is  as  follows  :  John,  son  of 
Richard,  born  about  1540.  and  his  son  Richard,  born 
about  1580:  Joseph,  son  of  Richard,  born  about  1600, 
and  with  his  two  brothers  Timothy  and  Nathaniel 
left  their  home  in  Stratford-on-Avon,  and  came  to 
America  in  the  ship  "Planter"  in  1635.  Joseph 
Baldwin,  who  located  in  Milford  in  1639,  married 
three  times,  first  Hannah,  second,  Isabel  Xortham, 
widow  of  James  Xortham,  and  third,  Elizabeth 
Hitchcock,  widow  of  William  Warriner.  of  Spring- 
field. He  was  the  father  of  the  following  children : 
Joseph.  Benjamin,  Hannah,  Mary.  Elizabeth,  Mar- 
tha. Jonathan,  David  and  Sarah.  Jonathan  Baldwin 
was  born  Feb.  15,  16.19,  i"  ^'e^"^'  Haven,  and  mar- 
ried Hannah  Ward,  daughter  of  John  Ward,  and 
liecame  the  father  of  six  children:  Jonathan,  John. 
Joseph,  Hannah,  Daniel  and  Joshua."  Of  these  chil- 
^  dren,  Joshua  is  in  the  direct  line,  and  he  was  born 
Jan.  24,  1691,  and  by  his  marriage  became  the  father 
of  four  children:  Hannah,  Joshua.  Elizabeth  and 
Sybil.     Joshua  Baldwin    (2),  our  subject's  great- 


grandfather, was  born  in  Milford,  Conn..  Dec.  14, 
1726,  and  reared  the  following  children:  Hezekiah, 
father  of  our  subject's  mother;  Alary;  Abigail; 
Elizabeth;  Sarah;  and)  Elijah,  born  in  1789,  was 
graduated  from  Yale  University,  and  became  a 
preacher  of  note,  and  died  without  children. 

Hezekiah  Baldwin  was  born  in  Milford  in  1775, 
and  married  Mary  Ann  Hine.  His  children  were  as 
follows  :  ( I )  Mary  Ann  married  Joseph  Beard,  of 
Milford,  and  had  one  child,  Joseph  T.,  a  fanner. 
(2)  Abigail  married  Louis  Smith,  of  Milford,  and 
had  four  children.  Miles,  Elizabeth,  Mary  and  Mar- 
tha. (3)  Hezekiah  married  Harriet  Stowe  and  had 
two  children,  Susan  and  Mary.  (4)  Sarah  or  Sally, 
our  subject's  mother,  was  the  next.  (5)  Betsey 
married  William  Stowe,  and  had  one  son,  Clark. 
(6)  Martha  married  Rogers  Beard,  of  Milford,  and 
had  seven  children,  Seymour,  Miles,  Alice,  Eliza- 
beth, Charles,  Pennington  and  Gideon.  (7)  Charles 
J.  married  Eunice  Baldwin  and  had  three  children, 
Charles  W.,  Henry  E.  and  Edwin.  (8)  Elijah  mar- 
ried Julia  Wilson,  and  had  four  children,  Abigail, 
Mary  E.,  Eliott  and  Julia.  (9)  Susan  C.  married 
X'athan  C.  Tomlinson,  and  had  six  children.  Susan, 
Mary,  Ann,  Charles.  Celia  and  Julia.  (10)  Anna 
Maria  married  Addison  Beard,  of  Milford,  and  had 
five  children,  George  H.,  William,  Herbert,  Ann 
M.  and  Elliott. 

SAMUEL  R.  DEAN,  late  one  of  the  pros- 
perous merchants  of  Seymour,  and  a  popular,  pub- 
lic-spirited citizen,  was  a  native  of  Xew  York 
State,  born  Feb.  13,  1832,  in  Caroline,  Tompkins 
county,  of  Scottish  descent. 

Samuel  H.  Dean,  his  father,  set  out  for  this 
country  from  the  Xorth  of  Ireland  in  1812.  but  the 
vessel  on  which  he  was  making  the  voyage  was 
captured  by  the  British  and  conveyed  to  Halifax, 
X'ova  Scotia.  From  there  he  succeeded  in  making 
his  escape,  and  traveled  afoot  to  Delaware  county, 
X".  Y.,  where  he  located.  In  that  vicinity  he  mar- 
ried Jane  Douglass,  and  by  her  had  twelve  chil- 
dren: John,  Alice.  John  C,  James  A.,  William  D.. 
Mary  A.,  Sarah,  Alaria  H.,  Jane  A.,  Samuel  R., 
Cornelia  C.  and  one  that  died  in  infancv.  After 
the  death  of  the  mother  of  these  children  Mr.  Dean 
married  Marv  Thomas,  of  Dutchess  county,  X.  Y., 
and  two  children  were  'born  of  that  union. 

From  the  early  age  of  ten  years  Samuel  R. 
Dean  may  be  said  to  have  earned  his  own  living. 
In  1867  he  came  to  Seymour  and  embarked  in  mer- 
cantile business  with  a  Mr.  McEwcn,  but  after 
four  and  a  half  years  the  partnership  was  dis- 
solved, and  in  1872  Air.  Dean  became  a  mcnilu'r 
of  the  firm  of  Wooster,  Dean  &  Buckingham, 
doing  business  in  the  store  he  occupied  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  The  firm  continued  until  the 
snring  of  1880.  after  which  it  was  Wooster  & 
Dean  until  June.  1881.  when  Mr.  Dean  bought  out 
his  partner,  and  he  carried  on  the  business  alone 
from  that  time. 
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In  January,  1862,  Samuel  R.  Dean  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna  C.  Fairchild,  of  Ox- 
ford, Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Nathan  B.  and  Augusta 
(Sherman)  Fairchild.  Five  children  were  born  to 
them:  Cornelia  A.,  deceased;  William  F. ;  Benja- 
min T.,  deceased ;  Robert  K. ;  and  Clara  xV.  Will- 
iam F.  was  educated  partly  at  Cornell  College, 
where  he  studied  two  years,  finishing  at  Lehigh 
University,  Bethlehem,  Pa.  He  visited  Jamaica 
twice  in  the  interest  of  the  Thompson-Houston 
Electric  Co.,  and  for  the  past  five  years  has  been 
superintendent  of  the  Canadian  General  Electric 
Co.,  at  Montreal,  Canada.  Clara  A.  and  Robert  K. 
are  both  living  at  home. 

In  politics  'Sir.  Dean  was  a  Republican,  and  in 
1886-87  represented  the  town  of  Seymour  in  the 
State  Legislature,  the  first  year  being  a  member  of 
the  committee  on  Incorporations,  and  the  second 
year  of  the  committee  of  Finance.  In  municipal 
matters  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  board  of  re- 
lief for  seven  years.  Socially  he  was  affiliated  with 
the  F.  &  A.  AI.,  Alorning  Star  Lodge,  No.  47; 
with  Alt.  Vernon  Chapter,  Xo.  35  ;  with  the  Coun- 
cil ;  and  with  the  Xew  Haven  Commandery,  Xo.  2, 
K.  T. ;  and  was  also  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  R.  AI., 
Nonnawank  Lodge,  Xo.  9.  In  religious  faith  he 
was  a  Baptist,  but  attended  the  Congregational 
Church.  His  death,  which  occurred  Alarch  2y, 
1900,  was  mourned  by  many  friends. 


0- 


DANIEL  HAXD  is  a  name  that  deserves  to  be 
forever  luminous  in  the  annals  of  American  philan- 
thropy. His  large  donations  to  the  relief  of  the 
suflFering  and  the  unfortunate  victims  of  evil  con- 
ditions and  inherited  privations  are  an  part  a  mat- 

'  ter  of  historical  record.  In  part  they  can  only  be 
surmised.  Enough  is  known  to  warrant  the  in- 
clusion of  this  name  on  the  roll  of  the  great  and 
permanent  benefactors  of  the  race — men  who  have 
acquired  large  fortunes,  and  have  considered  them 
a  trust  to  be  wisely  administered  for  the  welfare  of 
their  brothers  and  sisters  who  have  lacked  precious 
privileges  of  wealth  and  faith. 

Daniel  Hand  belonged  to  an  old  and  established 
family  of  New  England,  whose  many  representa- 
tives in  former  generations  have  been  distinguished 
alike  for  their  ability,  business  energy  and  high 
moral  character. 

•  The  first  American  ancestor  of  the  family  was 
John  Hand,  .who  emigrated  about  1635  from  Kent, 
England,  and  located  first  at  Lynn,  but  presently 
found  a  home  at  the  east  end  of  Long  Island.  He 
was  one  of  the  original  patentees  of  East  Hamp- 
ton, and  took  a  leading  part  in  the  affairs  of  the 
small  settlement.  He  died  in  1660.  Alice  Stan- 
borough,  his  wife,  was  a  woman  of  character  and 
force,  and  two    of    their    sons   remained   in  East 

/  Hampton,  where  their  descendants  still  reside. 
Two  or  three  other  sons  removed  to  Xew  Jersey. 
and  their  progeny  may  be  found  in  that  State  and 


in    Pennsylvania.     A   daughter   married     and    re- 
turned to  England. 

Joseph  Hand  about  the  time  of  his  father's 
death  removed  to  Guilford,  Conn.,  where  he  mar- 
ried Jane  Wright,  and  settled  in  what  is  now 
Aladison.  This  Joseph  Hand  took  an  active  part 
in  town  affairs,  and  his  name  frequently  appears  in 
the  old  records.  The  Hand  family  was  represented 
in  the  American  Revolution,  Capt.  Daniel  Hand 
leading  a  company  of  East  Guilf orders  to  the  as- 
sistance of  General  Washington  and  proving  one 
of  the  able  and  valiant  soldiers  of  that  war. 

The  maternal  ancestors  of  Daniel  Hand  were 
also  linked  in  with  the  affairs  of  the  Colonists  of 
those  far-away  days,  Vincent  Aleigs  being  a  con- 
leniporary  of  the  first  John  Hand. 

Daniel  Hand  was  born  July  14,  1801,  in  East 
Guilford,  and  had  such  'intellectual  and  moral  train- 
ing as  might  be  expected  for  a  scion  of  an  old  and 
prosperous  Puritan  household  in  Xew  England,, 
which  has  been  somewhat  toned  and  softened  by 
contact  with  the  outer  world.  In  1818  he  went  to- 
Augusta,  Ga.,  in  charge  of  his  uncle,  Daniel  Aleigs,. 
an  old  and  prosperous  merchant  of  that  place  and 
of  Savannah.  Here  in  process  of  time  he  suc- 
ceeded to  his  uncle's  business,  up  to  within  a  few 
years  preceding  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  still 
keeping  up  close  relations  with  his  old  home  irt 
Connecticut,  where  his  sisters  were  married  and 
settled,  and  where  he  spent  nearly  every  summer 
during  his  long  Southern  residence.  Some  fifteen 
years  previous  to  the  war  Air.  Hand  had  estab- 
lished a  partnership  at  Augusta  with  George  W. 
Williams,  a  native  of  the  South,  and  a  man  of 
much  ability  and  high  character.  Shortly  after 
the  establishment  of  the  partnership  Air.  Williams 
opened  a  branch  of  the  firm's  business  at  Charles- 
ton, S.  C,  and  the  branch  soon  became  the  princi- 
pal place  of  business.  The  Augusta  business  was 
put  in  charge  of  D.  H.  Wilcox,  a  junior  partner, 
and  Air.  Hand  made  bis  headquarters  in  Xew  York 
temporarily,  where  he  attended  to  the  purchasing- 
and  financial  interests  of  the  business.  By  this- 
!  change  of  the  firm's  interests  practically  all  of  Air. 
Hand's  large  fortune  was  concentrated  at  Charles- 
ton, and  there  it  was  at  the  breaking  out  of  hos- 
tilities. 

At  a  time  when  the  war  was  about  to  begia 
Air.  Williams  urged  Air.  Hand  to  come  South,  not 
knowing  what  disasters  to  their  business  might 
occur  if  the  two  proprietors  were  on  dift'erent  sides 
of  the  line.  Air.  Hand  immediately  departed  for 
the  scene  of  their  mutual  interests,  and  the  business- 
interests  of  the  firm  carried  him  to  Xew  Orleans, 
where  the  Alavor  had  him  arrested  on  account  of 
a  telegram  which  charged  him  with  being  a  "Lin- 
coln spv."  When  brought  before  that  august  per- 
sonage he  found  Air.  Hand  a  very  dift'erent  man 
from  what  he  had  expected,  and  set  him  free  on  his- 
parole  to   report   to  the   authorities   at   Richmond. 
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Stopping-  over  night  at  Aug-usta,  Ga.,  Mr.  Hand 
narrowlv  escaped  being  mobbed  on  account  of  his 
known  anti-slavery  sentiments.  Good  friends,  how- 
ever, interfered,  and  sent  him  safely  on  his  way. 
At  Richmond  Mr.  Hand  was  set  at  hbcrty  and  per- 
mitted to  go  where  he  pleased  within  the  limits  of 
tlie  Confederacy.  He  located  at  Asheville,  X.  C.. 
wliere  he  spent  his  time  in  reading,  and  waiting 
for  the  war  to  close,  as  he  knew  it  must,  in  the  de- 
struction of  the  Southern  oligarchy.  The  Con- 
•federate  government  sought  to  secure  Mr.  Hand'.s 
extensive  property,  which  was  saved  after  strenuoi'.- 
efforts  to  confiscate  it. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  ~Slr.  Hand  came  North 
and  left  Mr.  Williams  to  adjust  accounts,  allow- 
ing him  unlimited  control  in  his  administration. 
Mr.  Williams'  final  statement  showed  a  large 
amount  due  ]\Ir.  Hand,  and  for  this  he  gave  his 
note  at  a  low  rate  of  interest.  Final  payment  was 
at  last  made,  and  the  name  of  Mr.  Williams  is  held 
by  those  conversant  with  the  facts  as  that  of  aa 
honest  and  incorruptible  a  man  as  is  known  in  the 
annals  of  American  business. 

In  the  South  ]Mr.  Hand  never  became  identified 
with  its  prevailing  pro-slavery  sentiment,  and  yet 
he  never  expressed  unkind  or  unfriendly  sentiments 
toward  the  Southern  people.  He  treasured  their 
good  qualities  and  entertained  the  kindest  feeling 
toward  the  communities  where  he  dwelt.  Sin- 
cerely compassionating  the  white  people  as  well  as 
the  black,  he  used  his  great  fortune  to  bring  the 
colored  people  of  the  South  up  to  a  higher  level. 
In  order  that  he  might  return  to  the  people  of  the 
South  a  substantial  expression  of  his  interest  in 
their  behalf,  and  that  a  portion  of  his  fortune 
earned  there  might  forever  work  for  the  benefit  of 
the  needy  and  suffering  of  that  part  of  the  country, 
Mr.  Hand  gave  to  the  American  ^lissionary  As- 
sociation in  1888  a  fund  of  one  million  dollars  to 
be  used  for  educational  purposes,  and  to  be  kept 
intact  as  the  '"Daniel  Hand  Educational  Fund  for 
Colored  People."  This  great  gift,  the  largest  at 
that  time  bestowed  in  a  single  sum.  was  put  into 
the  hands  of  the  officers  of  the  Association,  and  has 
for  many  years  been  doing  its  noble  work.  By  the 
will  of  ^Ir.  Hand  the  fund  was  increased  by  over 
$600,000. 

In  his  youth  ^Ir.  Hand  married  his  cousin, 
Elizabeth  Ward,  daughter  of  Dr.  Levi  and  ^lehita- 
ble  (Hand")  Ward,  early  settlers  of  Rochester,  N. 
Y.  ?ilrs.  Hand  and  her  children  all  died  young, 
and  for  more  than  sixty  years  ]Mr.  Hand  lived  a 
widower,  and  in  absence  of  family  cares  and 
domestic  relations,  his  beneficence  has  fallen  like 
the  sunshine  and  the  dew  upon  many  who  were 
trying  to  help  themselves  and  overcome  unfriendly 
conditions.  Mr.  Hand  established  the  Hand  Acad- 
emy in  Madison,  and  did  manv  other  commendable 
and  noteworthy  deeds.  Formed  under  the  influ- 
ence of  a  Puritan  ancestry  and  home  surroundings, 
Mr.    Hand's   religious   convictions    were    deep   but 


never  obtruded   upon   any.      Fie   had   faith   in   the 
Bible,  and  his  consecration  was  marked.     Uniting 
with    the   First   Presbyterian   Church   at   Augusta, 
Ga.,  when  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  he  was  always 
a  ready  and  willing  worker  in  the  Church.     For 
thirty  years  he  was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  at  Augusta,  and  maintained  admirable  or- 
der and  enthusiasm,  yet  never  reproved  a  boy  or 
censured  a  teacher.     He  died  in  December,   1890. 
George  E.  H.\xd,  a  brother  of  Daniel  Hand,, 
and  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  and  public  men  of 
Alichigan,  was  born  in  East  Guilford,  Conn.,  Aug.   ; 
16,  1809,  and  was  graduated  from  Yale  College  at 
the   age   of   twenty  years.      After   completing   his 
course  at  Yale  he  went  to  Detroit,  Mich.,  where  he 
became  a  student  in  the  law  office  of  William  A. 
Fletcher,  and  on  his  admission  to  the  Bar  became 
a  partner  of  that  gentleman.     In  the  law  Mr.  Hand 
very  quickly  attamed  eminence.     In   1835  he  was 
made  Judge  of  Probate  for  Wayne  county,  and  in 
1844  Injunction  Master  for  Eastern  Michigan.     In 
1846  Mr.  Hand  was  sent  to  the  Legislature  as  the 
representative  from  Detroit,  and  in  that  body  took 
an  active  part  'in  preparing  the  revised  statutes  of 
\  that  year.     He  also  introduced  the  resolution    for 
;  selling  the  public  works  of  the  State,  the  principal 
;  ones    being    the    Central    and    Southern    railroads. 
i  I\Ir.  Hand  prepared  the  charter  for  these  roads,  and 
,  negotiated   their  final   sale.     The  policy   which  he 
!  advocated  proved  of  great  value  to  the  State  then 
struggling  with  the  problems  of  an  impaired  cur- 
rency and  profound  business  depression.     In  1855 
I  Mr.   Hand   was  appointed  United   States  attorney 
j  for    Michigan     and     held     the     office    four   years, 
i  Founding  the  Young  Alen's  Society  of  Detroit,  he 
!  was  its  first  president.     He  also  organized  the  De- 
troit Bar  Association,  and  for  many  years  was  its 
president.     A  personal  and  an  intimate   friend  of 
General  Cass,  he  w^as  chairman  of  the  Democratic   . 
j  State  Committee  in  1848,  when  that  distinguished   ' 
:  citizen  of  ^Michigan  became  a  candidate  for  Presi-   j 

aent.     Always  devoted  to  his  profession,   he  was 
j  long  recognized  as  one  of  its  leading  representatives 
j  in  his  adopted  State.     The  last  two  years  of  his  life 
were  spent  in  Aladison,  where  he  died  Aug.   30, 
i  1889.    He  was  a  member  of  the  Fort  Street  Church 
j  in  Detroit,  of  which  he  was  an  elder,  and  main- 
tained a  high  standing  as  a  man    and    a    citizen 
among  those  at  all  familiar  wath  his  life  and  char- 
acter. 

ROBERT   DOWNS,   a   thorough   and   skillful    ] 
i  farmer  and  a  business  man  of  more  than  ordinary    j 
ability,  is  a  worthy  representative  of  the  agricultural     ' 
interest  of  Oxford.     His  fine  farm,  which  is  one  of 
the  most  desirable  of  its  size  in  the  town,  is  pleas- 
antly located  on  Chestnut  Hill  road  in  the  Red  Oak 
school  district. 

A  native  of  this  county,  Mr.  Downs  was  l)orn 

in  the  town  of  Bethany,  r^Iarch  10,  1835,  a  son  of 

,  Leverett   and   Anna    (Atwater)    Downs.     He   was 
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only  a  year  old  when  his  parents  removed  to  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides,  and  upon  that  place  he 
grew  to  manhood,  assisting-  his  fatlier  in  the  labors 
of  the  farm  and  pursuini^  his  studies  in  the  locai 
schools.  After  the  death  of  his  father,  which  oc- 
curred in  1859,  he  took  charge  of  the  farm  and  has 
since  carried  it  on  with  marked  success.  He  owns 
about  1 16  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  is  engaged  in  dairy  and 
general  farming,  and  in  bee  culture. 

Air.  Downs'  labors  were  interrupted  during  the 
Civil  war,  as  he  enlisted  Aug.  18,  1862,  for  three 
years  or  during  the  war,  as  a  private  in  Co.  H.  15th 
Conn.  V.  I.  With  his  regiment  he  proceeded  to 
Camp  Chase,  Washington,  D.  C,  and  later  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  the  siege  of 
Suffolk  and  the  battle  of  Kinston,  X.  C,  where 
he  was  captured  March  8,  1865.  He  was  then  taken 
to  Richmond,  \'a.,  where  they  arrived  after  fifteen 
days  spent  upon  the  road,  and  where  he  was  held  a 
prisoner  for  three  days.  At  the  end  of  that  time, 
however,  he  was  paroled  and  taken  to  Annapolis, 
Md.  Returning  home  on  a  furlough,  he  was  here 
when  the  war  ended,  but  again  went  South,  and 
was  discharged  at  Xewbern,  X.  C,  June  17,  1865. 
Since  the  war  he  has  engaged  in  farming  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Oxford.  He  is  a  stanch  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party  and  its  principles,  and  has 
served  as  grand  juror.  In  all  the  relations  of  life 
he  has  been  found  true  to  everv-  trust  reposed  in 
him,  and  has  the  entire  confidence  and  respect  of  his 
fellow  citizens.  In  his  church  affiliations  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
Naugatuck. 

HEXRY  REYXOLDS,  long  conspicuous  as  a 
manufacturer  and  business  man  of  Xew  Haven,  is 
a  son  of  Stephen  and  Sybil  ( \'inton)  Reynolds,  and 
was  born  in  Southbridge,  Alass.,  March  16,  1824. 
His  father  was  a  blacksmith  and  later  a  manufac- 
turer of  scythes,  hoes  and  other  such  articles  in  de- 
mand among  the  people  with  whom  he  lived.  He 
was  an  honest  man  and  reputable  citizen.  But  he 
was  not  wealthy,  and  his  son  Henry  Reynolds  began 
his  active  life  without  capital  or  influential  l)acking, 
equipped  with  such  a  rudimentary  education  as  he 
was  able  to  gain  in  the  common  schools  of  South- 
bridge  and  "\\'ilbraham,  to  which  place  his  father 
moved  when  he  was  nine  years  old.  Henry's  nat- 
ural bent  was  for  mechanics,  and  he  set  about  ac- 
quiring a  practical  knowledge  of  mechanical  en- 
gineering, finishing  his  apprenticeship  with  Otis 
Tuffts,  a  once  celebrated  mechanical  engineer,  of 
Boston. 

Later  Mr.  Reynolds  was  employed  by  Mr.  TufTts 
continuouslv  in  one  responsil)le  position  after  an- 
other till  1848.  In  February  of  that  year  Mr. 
^Reynolds  went  to  Springfield,  !Mass.,  and  connected 
himself  with  the  American  Machine  Works,  of 
which  he  was  superintendent  and  part  proprietor 
until  1861,  during  which  period  were  built  under  his 


supervision  all  the  engines  constructed  by  the  com- 
pany, including  a  large  engine  in  the  water  works  of 
Columbia,  S.  C,  and  another  in  the  United  States 
Branch  Mint  at  Xew  ()rlcans,  La.  The  erection  of 
these  two,  with  many  others,  Mr.  Reynolds  per- 
sonally oversaw.  The  business  of  the  company  was 
largely  in  the  South,  and  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  war,  in  common  with  many  others,  it  was  so 
seriously  crippled  that  a  change  of  base  was  deemed 
expedient,  and  the  manufacture  of  firearms  was  be- 
gun. 

In  1861  Mr.  Reynolds  disposed  of  his  interest  in 
the  American  Machine  Co.,  and  removing  to  X'ew 
Haven,  Conn.,  became  interested  in  the  Plants  Man- 
ufacturing Company  (a  joint  stock  concern),  and 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  for  the  government  of 
pistols  and  gun  parts,  making  a  specialty  of  the 
Reynolds,  Plants  &  Hotchkiss  revolver,  of  which 
two  sizes  were  made.  The  business  was  continued 
until  Dec.  8,  1866,  when  the  factory  was  burned. 
At  that  time  the  company  was  turning  out  an  aver- 
age of  sixty  revolvers  per  day. 

In  May,  1867,  the  present  business  of  Mr.  Rey- 
nolds was  established  by  Reynolds  &  Bigelow,  and  it 
was  soon  sold  to  Reynolds  &  Co.,  a  stock  company, 
of  which  the  following  named  gentlemen  are  now 
officers  :  Henry  Reynolds,  president  and  manager ; 
William  H.  Reynolds,  secretary;  James  English, 
treasurer ;  and  George  F.  Reynolds,  superintendent. 
The  business  was  started  with  the  design  of  man- 
ufacturing screws  which  should  be  standards  of 
excellence,  and  the  success  of  Air.  Reynolds  and 
his  associates  in  carrying  out  their  intentions  is  at- 
tested by  the  popularity  which  their  goods  have  at- 
tained and  t'ne  steady  increase  of  their  business, 
which  has  obliged  them  to  make  frequent  large  ad- 
ditions to  their  facilities.  Started  with  one  screw 
machine,  five  horse-power  engine,  many  are  now  in 
use  and  the  factory  gives  employment  to  150  skilled 
men. 

The  premises  comprise  several  brick  buildings, 
having  an  aggregate  floor  surface  of  about  40,000 
square  feet.  The  factory  is  equipped  with  the  latest 
improved  machinery  and  tools,  operated  by  a  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  horse-power  engine.  The 
products  of  these  works  comprise  all  kinds  of  set. 
cap  and  machine  screws,  machine  lx)lts,  bridge  and 
roof  bolts,  coach  screws,  nuts  and  washers.  The 
company  also  manufacture  molding  machines  of 
metal  as  the  Eames,  Reynolds  &  Hammer  machines. 
Though  on  the  market  only  some  twenty-odd  years 
their  machines  for  pressing  sand  molds  have,  in 
spite  of  the  strong  opposition  shown  to  them  l)y  the 
molders,  slowly  but  surely  grown  in  favor  witli  tiie 
foundrymen,  until  there  are  to-day  thousands  of 
them  in  active  use,  showing  in  each  case  very  fav- 
orable results,  and  quickly  repaying  the  foundryman 
for  his  investment.  The  leading  sewing  machine 
foundries  of  the  country  are  now  making  all  their 
sewing  machine  beds,  arms,  wheels,  pulleys,  tread- 
lers,  braces  and  all  small  castings  upon  these  ma- 
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•chines,  and  they  are  also  in  g^eneral  use  in  the  larg- 
est lockshops  and  malleable  iron  foundries  both  East 
and  West.  The  company  for  twenty  or  more  years 
has  been  constantly  improving  the  machines,  their 
endeavor  being  to  so  simplify  and  strengtlien  them 
as  to  render  it  almost  impossible  for  them  to  get 
cut  of  order  or  break  with  any  proper  use.  This 
end  has  been  practically  accomplished,  and  the  ma- 
chines they  now  offer  to  the  public  cannot  be  equaled 
for  strength,  simplicity,  compactness  and  easy  adap- 
tation to  all  classes  of  bench  molding.  These  ma- 
chines are  made  in  several  different  styles  and  sizes, 
and  will  make  any  kind  of  casting  that  can  be 
molded  in  flasks  36  inches  long  and  12  inches  wide, 
or  smaller,  but  are  especially  adapted  to  snap  flask  or 
bench  molding,  and  show  the  largest  gain  over  hand 
ramming  on  light  work,  such  as  is  generally  made 
in  flasks  20x16  inches  and  smaller.  The  molds  can 
be  made  at  considerably  less  cost  than  they  can  be 
rammed  up  by  hand,  much  smoother  and  more  uni- 
form castings  produced,  and  owing  to  the  simplic- 
ity and  durability  of  the  machines  they  can  be  run 
for  years  amid  the  dirt  and  dust  of  the  foundr\-  with- 
out getting  out  of  order  or  occasioning  any  outlay 
for  repairs.  The  company  also  makes  a  draw  plate 
■machine,  which  is  on  the  same  principle  as  is  em- 
bodied in  the  Reynolds  machine.  This  machine  is 
especially  adapted  to  globe  valves,  pipe  fittings  keys, 
parts  of  sewing  machines,  locks,  etc.  It  is  claimed 
for  these  machines  first,  that  they  will  produce 
smoother  and  more  even  work  than  can  be  made 
with  hand  rammers ;  second,  a  smaller  percentage 
■of  poor  castings :  third,  a  much  larger  number  of 
molds  per  day ;  fourth,  a  saving  of  from  25  to  50 
per  cent,  in  cost  of  molding,  according  to  pattern ; 
fifth,  considering  size,  strength,  durability,  capacity 
and  adaption  to  all  kinds  of  work,  they  are  the 
<:heapest  machine  made :  sixth,  thev  do  not  require 
experienced  molders  to  run  them :  seventh,  they 
will  soon  repay  any  foundryman  for  his  invest- 
ment, if  properly  handled. 

The  great  success  of  the  enterprise  mentioned  in 
the  foregoing  is  attributed  no  less  to  the  practical 
mechanical  skill  of  Mr.  Reynolds,  than  to  the  able 
business  management  of  himself  and  associates.  It 
is  trtie  of  him  (and  of  many  manufacturers  it  can- 
not be  said),  that  he  is  personally  able  to  do  quickly 
and  skillfully  any  work  required  of  any  machine  in 
his  employ,  but  he  learned  his  trade  when  men  ac- 
quired the  whole,  and  did  not  content  themselves 
with  learning  portions  of  it.  It  is  a  distinction 
which  he  enjoys,  that  he  was  the  first  in  the  United 
States  to  make  steel  and  iron  set  and  cap  screws 
for  the  trade ;  and  the  first  pianoagraffe  screws  in 
America  were  made  by  him. 

Mr.  Reynolds  was  married  to  Martha  A.  Shearer. 
of  Massachusetts.  Jan.  10,  1847.  She  died  March 
,  26,  1850.  Sometime  later  Mr.  Revnolds  married 
Xancy  H.  Wheeler,  of  Springfield.  Ma.ss.  He  has 
two  sons,  William  Henry,  born  in  1853:  and  George 
Francis,  born   in    1856.      Politically   ]\Ir.   Reynolds 


i  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  been  one  from  his  youth. 

!  While  adhering  firmly  to  the  principles  of  that  party 

:  in  all  questions  of  national  import,  he  is  liberal  in 

I  his  views,  and  in  municipal  affairs  is  in  favor  of  the 

1  election  of  the  man  who  bids  fair  to  be  the  best 

ofificer.     He  has  been  for  many  years  a  member  of 

i  St.  Thomas  Episcopal  Church,  upon  the  services  of 

'  which  he  and  his  family  are  attendants. 

j  Mr.    Reynolds   has    long  been   prominent   as   a 

i  Mason,  having  attained  the  32d  degree.     He  is  a 

i  member  of  Hiram  Lodge,  Xo.  i  ;  Franklin  Chapter, 

I  Xo.  2:  Harmony  Council,  Xo.  8;  and  Xew  Haven 

!  Commandery,  Xo.  2;  also  E.  G.  Storer  Lodge  of 

I  Perfection  ;  Elm  City  Council,  Princes  of  Jerusalem  ; 

!  Xew  Haven  Chapter  Rose  Croix  A.  A.  S.  R. ;  La- 

;  fayette  Consistory,  S.  P.  R.  S.    Since  taking  up  his 

1  residence  in  Xew  Haven  he  has  never  consented  to 

!  accept  any  position  of  public  trust,  but  while  living 

in   Springfield  he  served  his   fellow  citizens   as  al- 

I  dermau   and   councilman,    and   in    other   capacities. 

i  He  is  ptiblic  spirited,  and  has  always  done  his  full 

i  share  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  best  interests  of  the 

I  community.     He  is  a  conspicuous  example  of  Xew 

Haven's  self-made  men. 

!  JULIUS  ELIZUR  XORTOX,  one  of  Guil- 
ford's successful  business  men,  and  a  well-known 
citizen,  is  a  native  of  that  city,  born  Oct.  23,  1841. 
and  is  descended  from  one  of  the  oldest  Xew  Eng- 
land families.  The  first  known  of  the  family  under 
consideration  was 

(I)  John  Xorton,  a  native  of  Bedfordshire, 
England,  where  he  passed  all  his  life.  He  married 
Jane  Cooper,  and  had  children:  William,  Alice, 
John.  Robert  and  Richard.    Of  these, 

(II)  Richard  Xorton,  born  in  Bedfordshire, 
England,  where  he  passed  all  his  days,  married 
Marjory  Wingate,  and  had  children :  W'illiam 
(married  to  ^fargaret  Harrison)   and  Thomas. 

(III)  Thomas  Xorton,  born  in  Bedfordshire, 
England,  son  of  Richard,  moved  to  Ockley,  Countv 
of  Surrev,  thence  in  1639  coming  to  America  and 
settling  in  Guilford,  Conn.,  where  he  died  in  1658. 
In  England  he  had  married,  his  wife's  name  being 
Grace,  and  thev  had  children,  all  born  in  England  : 
George,  born  in  1606,  who  died  in  16^9 ;  Thomas, 
sketch  of  whom  follows :  Ann,  wife  of  Tohn  W'ar- 
ner;  Grace,  wife  of  William  Smead ;  John,  mar- 
ried to  Hannah  Stone:  'Marv.  wife  of  Tames  Rock- 
well; and  Abigail,  born  in  1629,  who  died  in  1704. 

(IV)  Thomas  Xorton.  born  in  England  in 
1626,  came  to  Guilford  with  his  narents.  later  mov- 
ing to  Saybrook,  and  dying  at  Durham.  Conn.,  in 
1712.  He  married.  ^Tay  8,  1671,  Elizabeth  Mason, 
who  died  Jan.  31,  i6cx),  the  mother  of  children  as 
follows:  Elizabeth,  born  in  October.  1674.  fh'ed 
April  2,  1676:  Thomas,  born  Tune  i.  1677,  died 
May  22,  T726:  Elizabeth  (2).  born  Dec.  2;,  1679, 
married  Reuben  Xeal :  Toseph.  born  Xov.  6.  1681. 
died  in  17^6:  Samuel  Ttwin  of  Tosenh)  died  Tulv 
13,  1749;  Abigail  and  Ebenezer  (twins),  born  Oct. 
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26,  1683,  both  died  young;  John,  sketch  of  whom 
follows. 

(V)  John  Norton,  born  Oct.  8,  1686,  in  Dur- 
ham, Conn.,  passed  all  his  life  there,  dying  in 
1768.  He  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  had  children: 
Jonathan,  born  Feb.  18,  1712,  who  died  Oct.  27, 
i8oi ;  John,  sketch  of  whom  follows;  Benjamin, 
born  P~eb.  12,  1719,  who  died  in  1758;  Ephraim, 
born  Aug.  20,  1721;  Stephen,  born  June  7,  1724; 
Elizabeth,  born  June  15,  1726,  who  died  young; 
and  Elizabeth  (2),  born  June  21,  1728,  who  mar- 
ried Joseph  Seward. 

(VI)  Jolin  Norton,  born  at  Durham,  Feb.  16, 
1715,  in  early  manhood  moved  to  Killingw^orth, 
Conn.,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
In  1742  he  married  Mary  Griswold,  who  was  born 
June  2^,  1723,  and  died  m  Killingworth.  We  have 
the  following  record  of  their  children :  Mary,  born 
April  13,  1743,  married  Cornelius  Hull;  Rhoda 
was  born  Aug.  16,  1745;  Aloses,  Feb.  23,  1748; 
Aaron,  June  24,  1751 ;  Anna,  Feb.  3,  1754;  Elah, 
May  8,  1757  (married  Huldah  Hull)  ;  Abel,  July 
4,  1762 ;  and  Amos,  sketch  of  whom  follows. 

•  (VH)  xAmos  Norton,  grandfather  of  Julius  E., 
born  in  the  town  of  Killingworth  in  November, 
1764,  removed  in  early  manhood  to  East  Guilford 
(now  the  town  of  ]\Iadison),  where  he  died  Dec. 
4,  1822,  and  he  is  buried  in  Aladison  cemetery.  He 
married  Sylvia  Field,  who  was  born  [March  11, 
1779,  and  died  ^larch  15,  1812.  Their  children: 
Phebe  Ann,  born  ^^lay  25,  1800,  who  died  Oct.  17, 
1868;  Mary,  twin  of  Phebe  Ann;  Rebecca,  who 
married  G.  S.  Hill  and  died  Oct.  21,  1828;  Edward, 
sketch  of  whom  follows ;  Calvin  and  ^lelinda 
(twins),  born  June  11,  1805  (Calvin  died  Sept.  12, 
1876)  ;  Joseph  and  Alary  Ann  (twins),  bom  Aug. 
17,  1807 ;  Joshua,  born  in  1809.  who  died  in  De- 
cember, 1820 ;  Josiah,  twin  of  Joshua,  who  died  in 
1813;  Grift,  born  March  i,  1812,  who  died  [March 
15,  1812. 

(VHI)  Edward  Norton,  father  of  Julius  E., 
was  born  at  East  Guilford  (now  ^Madison),  Feb. 
26,  1803,  and  died  in  Guilford  June  26,  1873.  A 
butcher  and  cattle  dealer  by  occupation,  he  became 
a  man  of  considerable  means,  but  lost  all  or  most 
of  his  property.  On  June  9,  1834,  he  married  Mrs. 
Eliza  (Hotchkiss)  Leete,  who  was  born  [May  27, 
1800,  died  March  16,  1874,  and  is  buried  in  Guil- 
ford West  cemetery.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Henry 
Hotchkiss,  and  widow  of  Simeon  Leete,  by  whom 
she  had  one  child.  To  Edward  Norton  and  his 
wife  came  children  as  follows:  [Mary  E.,  born 
Dec.  31,  1835,  married  Jonathan  [Morse;  James  .An- 
drew, born  in  February,  1839,  died  Oct.  14.  1840; 
Julius  Elizur,  sketch  of  whom  follows ;  and  Julia 
Elizabeth  (twin  of  Julius  E.),  born  Oct.  2^,  1841, 
died  May  8,  1844. 
,  (IX)  Julius  Elizur  Norton,  whose  name  opens 
this  sketch,  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  Guilford,  and  early  in  life,  owing  to  his 
lather's   ill   health,   had   to   contribute   toward   the 


support  of  the  family.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  years 
he  removed  to  Branford,  where  for  one  year  he 
found  employment  in  the  iron  works,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  returned  to  Guilford  and  com- 
menced working  in  the  Spencer  foundry,  at^  the 
time  conducted  by  Isaac  S.  Spencer  &  Son,'  the 
former  father  of  the  present  proprietors.  Here  he 
passed  over  a  quarter  of  a  century,  being  employed 
in  all  the  departments,  during  which  time,  through 
his  industry  and  attention  to  business,  he  won  for 
himself  the  confidence  of  his  employers.  In  i88i 
he  met  with  an  accident  which  necessitated  his  re- 
signing his  position  in  the  works,  and  as  a  con- 
sequence he  had  to  seek  some  other  employment. 
In  1882  he  commenced  in  the  produce  business, 
buying  and  sellmg  on  a  small  scale,  gradually  ex- 
panding his  trade,  and  for  the  last  twelve  years  he 
has  shipped  produce  in  large  quantities  to  Preston 
Brown,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  as  well  as  to  many 
Western  points,  etc.  In  course  of  time,  in  1876, 
he  took  his  son  Robert  into  partnership,  under  the 
firm  name  of  J.  E.  Norton  &  Son,  which  has  since 
continued,  and  they  have  several  branch  meat 
markets  in  Guilford  and  elsewhere,  besides  dealing 
extensively  in  live  stock. 

■  On  Feb.  23,  1863,  Julius  E.  Norton  was  mar- 
ried to  Maria  Griffing  [JTill,  a  record  of  whose  fam- 
ily is  given  farther  on,  and  children  as  follows 
have  come  to  them  :  ( i  j  Robert  Henry,  born  Sept. 
12,  1864,  was  married  Nov.  30,  1889,  to  Laura 
Noble  Roberts.  They  have  had  five  children — 
Arthur  Julius,  born  Aug.  2~,  1890;  Hazel  [Maria, 
Sept.  19,  1892;  Earl  Daniel,  June  8,  1895;  Leslie 
Roberts,  July  12,  1897;  Robert  Henry,  June  28. 
1901.  (2)  Lelia  Augusta,  born  July  15,  1866,  mar- 
ried, Oct.  31,  1889,  George  Mason,  who  died  Aug. 
16,  1899;  she  makes  her  home  in  Guilford,  and  has 
four  children — Frank  Norton,  Olive  [Margaret, 
George  R.  and  Walter  Harris.  (3)  Anna  Laura, 
born  Jan.  19,  1872,  died  April  26.  1888.  (4)  Harry 
Eugene,  bom  Alarch  20,  1878,  died  Aug.  22,  1893. 
(5)  Clarence  Edward,  born  Feb.  28,  1886,  is  "the 
largest  boy  of  his  age  in  Guilford."  The  family 
are  all  identified  with  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  in  politfcs  [Mr.  Norton  w^as  formerly  a  Demo- 
crat, but  since  1896  has  been  a  stanch  Republican. 
The  Hill  family,  of  which  [Mrs.  Julius  E.  Nor- 
ton is  a  member,  trace  their  descent  from  old  and 
honored  residents  of  Guilford,  and  the  first  of  the 
name  in  New  Haven  county  was 

(I)  John  Hill,  who  came  from  Northampton- 
shire, England,  and  in  1654  settled  in  Guilford, 
where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  Hfe,  dying  June  8, 
1689.  He  was  twice  married,  and  his  first  wife's 
name  w^as  Frances.  On  Sept.  23,  1673,  he  married 
for  his  second  wife  Catherine  Chalker,  born  Sept. 
8,  1657,  a  daugliter  of  Alexander  Chalker.  Chil- 
dren born  to  John  Hill :  (  i )  John,  a  sketch  of 
whom  follows:  ( 2j  James,  who  died  Nov.  i.  1715; 
(3)  Sarah;  (4)  EHzabeth ;  (5)  Ann,  wife  of  James 
Topping. 
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(II)  John  Hill  died  May  8,  1690.  He  married 
Thankful  Stone,  who  was  born  in  May,  1648,  and 
died  Nov.  18,  1711.  Their  children:  (ij  Mary, 
bom  May  8,  1671,  died  Aug.  24,  1671  ;  (2)  John, 
sketch  of  whom  follows;  (3)  Elizabeth,  bom  Feb. 
1,  1676,  married  Josiah  Rossiter  and  died  July  14, 
1739;  (4)  Hon.  Samuel,  born  Feb.  21,  1678,  mar- 
ried Huldah  Ruggles  and  died  }vlay  28,  1752;  (5) 
Nathaniel,  born  in  April,  1680,  died  Oct.  10,  1764; 
(0)  James,  born  in  April,  1682,  married  ]\Iay  Fay 
and  died  ^larch  20,  171 5. 

(III)  John  Hill,  born  July  18,  1672,  died  in 
Guilford  Feb.  10,  1740.  He  married  Hannah 
Highland,  who  was  born  Jan.  29,  1670,  and  died 
iMay  19,  1752.  Children:  (i)  John,  born  June 
13,  1695,  married  Hannah  Dibble  and  died  Sept. 
6,  1756;  (2)  Hannah,  born  ]May  3,  1699,  died 
March  13,  1768;  (3)  Elizabeth,  born  Oct.  i,  1705, 
married  John  Stone  and  died  April  14,  1781  ;  (4) 
Thomas,  sketch  of  whom  follows;  (5)  George, 
born  April  25,  1710,  married  Ruth  Robinson  and 
died  Feb.  9,  1787;  (6)  Benjamin,  born  Jan.  29, 
1712,  died  young;  (7;  Reuben,  born  Xov.  2,  1713, 
went  to  Canada;  (8)  Abigail,  born  ]\Iarch  10,  17 — , 
died  Oct.  11,  1774. 

(IV)  Thomas  Hill,  born  Sept.  27,  1708,  died 
in  Guilford  Feb.  23,  1792.  On  March  23,  1734,  he 
married  Hannah  Pierson,  of  Bridgehampton,  who 
died  May  6,  1791.  Children:  (i)  Lucy,  born  July 
29,  1735,  died  Dec.  13,  1745;  (2)  Hannah,  born 
July  2y,  iy;^7,  married  Nathaniel  Johnson  and  died 
Dec.  27,  1763;  (3)  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  9,  1739, 
died  July  28,  1748;  (4)  Thomas,  a  sketch  of  whom 
follows. 

(V)  Thomas  Hill,  born  March  20,  1743,  died 
April  4,  1820.  On  Oct.  13,  1767,  he  married  Eliza- 
beth Fairchild,  who  died  Feb.  28,  1812.  Children: 
(i)  Reuben,  born  April  23,  1769,  died  Sept.  23, 
1775;  (2)  Thomas,  sketch  of  whom  follows;  (3) 
William,  born  April  29,  1773,  married  Lucy  Sco- 
vill  and  died  Sept.  13,  1832;  (4)  Anson,  born  April 
13,  1775,  married  Polly  Arnold;  (5)  Alary,  born 
Feb.  4,  1781,  married  Alex.  McQuillan. 

(VI)  Thomas  Hill,  born  Nov.  16,  1770,  died 
Dec.  10,  1827.  On  Nov.  16,  1794,  he  married  Rox- 
anna  Benton,  who  was  born  Sept.  10,  1776.  Chil- 
dren: (i)  William,  born  April  4,  1796,  married 
Laura  Blakeslee  and  died  Jan.  26,  1878;  (2) 
George,  born  Alay  18,  1798,  married  Rebecca  Nor- 
ton and  died  in  November,  1877;  (3)  Thomas, 
bom  Nov.  16,  1800,  married  Mary  Morse  and  died 
in  1835;  (4)  Clarinda,  born  Alay  i,  1803,  married 
William  Drugin ;  (5)  Ralph,  born  Aug.  25,  1805, 
married  Dencv  Ives  and  died  Aug.  6,  1881  ;  (6) 
Reuben,  born' Feb.  23,  1808,  died  April  8,  1887; 
(7)  Almira.  born  Oct.  7,  1810,  married  Alfred 
Allen;  (8)  Edward,  born  in  August,  1813,  married 
Laura  Ann  Hill;  (g)  Maria,  born  July  27,  1816, 
married  William  Potter;  (10)  Catharine,  born 
Sept.  II,  1819,  married  Moses  Culver. 

(VII)  Reuben  Hill,  known  as  "Captain,"  father 


of  Mrs.  Julius  E.   Norton,  was  born  at  Guilford 
Feb.  23,  1808,  and  was  engaged  in  the  fishing  busi- 
ness  in  his  native  town,  being  owner  and   master 
of  fishing  smacks.     He  had  the  misfortune  to  lose 
his  eyesight  at  sea,  and  was  totally  blind  for  sev-» 
enteen    years    before     his     death,    which    occurred  I 
April  8,  1887,  at  his  home  'in  Guilford.     He  was  a  i 
lifelong   Democrat,   active    in     school   and   church  j 
vv-ork,  and,  altogether,  a  good  citizen.     On  Oct.  11,  i 
1832,  he  married  Laura  Ann  Stone,  born  Oct.  7,.  j 
1813,  a   daughter  of   Gideon   and   Nancy    (Tyler)  i 
Stone,  and  granddaughter  of  Eter  and  Temperance 
(Hodge)   Stone.     Children:     (i)  Eliza  Jane,  born 
May    19,    1833,  married   Horace   Fowler  and  died 
May  6,  1887;  (2)  William  E.,  born  June  26,  1835, 
died  April  21,   1837;    (3)    William  Philetus.  born 
Oct.   25,    1837,   married     Sarah    A.     Potter;     (4) 
Henry   Green,  born  April   15,   1840,  died  Alay   14,. 
1872;    (5)    Maria   Griffing,    born    Sept.    18,    1843, 
married  Julius  E.   Norton;    (6)    Nancy   Roxanna,. 
born   March   29,    1847,   <^ied   March  9,    1855;    (7) 
Ralph  Benjamin,  born  Oct.  25,  1849,  married  Mary 
Hitchcock;  (8)  Ella  Elizabeth,  born  May  23,  1852, 
died   Dec.    10,    i860;    (9)    Reuben    Edward,    born 
Aug.  29,  1858,  married  Jennie  Spencer. 

HENRY  HALLER,  one  of  the  older  and  bet- 
ter known  citizens  of  Yalesville,  in  the  town  of 
Wallingford,  and  long  an  employe  of  the  auger 
works  at  Tracy,  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Aug.  12, 
1836,  a  son  of  John  Haller,  who  was  also  of  Bavar- 
ian birth. 

John  Haller  was  a  weaver,  and  spent  his  entire 
life  in  Germany,  where  he  married  Catherine  Bum- 
hart.  They  were  both  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  To  their  union  were  born  three  children : 
Alargaretia,  who  married  George  \^ollmiller.  and 
was  the  mother  of  the  late  Mrs.  Thomas  Fenn,  of 
Yalesville :  Barbara  married  Christian  Beck,  of 
Cornwall,  Conn. ;  and  Henry,  whose  name  appears 
at  the  opening  of  this  article.  Both  John  Haller 
and  his  wife  are  now  deceased. 

Henry  Haller  had  a  good  German  education, 
and  when  his  parents  died  and  left  him  alone  in  his 
early  youth  he  worked  at  farm  labor  until  he  was 
eighteen  vears  old.  Wishing  to  better  his  condi- 
tion, and  knowing  the  opportunities  that  waited  on 
honest  industry  in  the  new  world,  he  came  to  the 
United  States  in  his  eighteenth  year,  and  after  an 
ocean  vovaare  of  thirtv-six  davs  landed  in  New 
York.  He  walked  the  streets  of  that  strange  city, 
poor  in  ever\-thing  save  strength  of  body  and  mind 
and  an  indomitable  spirit.  Coming  to  South  Brit- 
ain, Conn.,  he  worked  at  the  shops  until  1859,  when 
he  came  to  Cornwall,  where  he  spent  two  years 
working  in  the  shops.  On  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  Companv  C.  5th  Conn. 
V.  I.,  Capt.  Collis  and  Col.  O.  S'.  Ferry.  Three 
years  were  devoted  by  him  to  the  service  of  his 
adopted  country,  and  his  true  German  courage  was 
proved  in  the  battles  of  Cedar  Mountain,  Gettys- 
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burg-.  Peach  Tree  Creek  and  others,  and  also  in  the 
terrible  struggle  around  Atlanta.  In  1864  he  re- 
ceived an  honorable  discharge,  and  returning  to 
Cornwall,  resumed  his  work  in  the  shops.  Some 
years  after  he  secured  a  position  with  the  Chees- 
man  Co.,  at  Ansonia,  as  fireman  and  engineer. 
^Ir.  Haller  remained  in  Ansonia  until  1876.  when 
he  removed  to  Yalesville,  and  was  employed  by  the 
C.  Parker  Co.  for  some  five  years,  and  since  that 
time  he  has  worked  at  the  auger  shop  of  the  Jen- 
nings &  Griffing  Co.,  at  Tracy. 

Mr.  Haller  is  sincerely  respected  by  all  who 
know  him,  and  his  residence  in  Yalesville,  which 
•covers  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  has  been 
marked  by  an  integrity  of  heart  and  spirit  that  has 
made  him  many  friends.  Mr.  Haller  was  united 
in  marriage  in  1859  with  ]\liss  Dorothea  Tiefen- 
bach,  a  daughter  of  John  Tiefenbach,  and  a  native 
of  Prussia.  To  them  were  born  three  children : 
(i)  Henry,  who  resides  at  home  and  is  employed 
in  the  auger  factory  at  Tracy.  (2)  Charles  P..  who 
graduated  from  the  district  school  and  at  a  busi- 
ness college  at  Xew  Haven,  was  assistant  secretary 
of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  at  Meriden,  secretary  for  two 
years  at  Thompsonville,  and  was  general  secretary 
of  the  Y.  ^l.  C.  A.  at  Stamford ;  he  is  now  a  student 
.at  Hahnemann  Medical  College  at  Philadelphia. 
(3)  George,  who  is  in  the  tea  business,  married 
Nettie  Woodstock,  and  has  three  children,  Charles 
Henry,  Edwin  Francis  and  Lawrence  Wallace. 
Mr.  Haller  belongs  to  the  Meriden  Post,  Xo.  8, 
G.  A.  R. ;  Hancock  Lodge,  L  O.  O.  P.;  and  to  the 
K.  of  P.,  at  Ansonia.  With  his  wife  he  belongs  to 
the  Methodist  Church,  and  in  politics  is  a  stanch 
Republican.  The  entire  family  sustain  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  their  fellow  townsmen. 

HOMER  TWITCHELL.  Early  records  show 
the  first  American  ancestor  of  the  Twitchell  family 
to  have  come  to  X^ew  England  in  1633.  His  bap- 
tismal name  was  Joseph,  and  his  surname  was 
spelled  at  times  Tuchel.  He  is  believed  to  have 
emigrated  from  Dorset,  an  English  shire  adjoin- 
ing Devonshire.  He  settled  in  Dorset,  and  land 
was  assigned  him  in  16^5.  He  was  the  father  of 
two  sons,  Joseph  and  Benjamin,  from  the  younger 
of  whom  Mr.  Homer  Twitchell  is  descended.  Benja- 
min removed  from  Dorset  in  1663,  and  is  presumed 
to  have  bought  one  hundred  acres  of  Ranes  grant. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  he  built  his  house  about  eighty  rods 
southwest  of  Deathbridge,  where  the  ancient  exca- 
vation for  the  cellar  is  still  plainly  discernable. 
Three  sons  and  three  daughters  were  born  to  him: 
Joseph,  Mary,  Hannah.  Benjamin.  Bertha  and 
Abiell.  The  last  named  is  next  in  line  of  descent 
toward  Homer.  He  is  presumed  to  have  been  the 
father  of  Benson,  who  was  early  left  an  orphan  and 
was  reared  bv  his  father's  sister  Mary,  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Rochet.  On  reaching  manhood  he  anrl  Mr. 
Rochet,  with  a  cousin,  became  proprietors  of  what 
is  now  the  site  of  the  town  of  Oxford..   Benson  was 


distinguished  for  energy,  enterprise  and  courage, 
no  less  than  for  intelligence  and  probity,  and  was 
held  in  high  esteem.  He  dealt  extensively  in  real 
estate,  and  his  name  appears  upon  the  town  records 
of  Oxford  for  January,  1722,  as  an  "innholder."  He 
was  the  father  of  six  children,  Seth,  Jeremiah,  Han- 
nah, Abigail,  John  and  Joseph.  Joseph,  who  was 
born  at  Oxford  in  1717,  married  Elizabeth  Thomp- 
son, of  Derby  ;  his  children  were  Isaac,  David,  Enoch 
and  Worcester.  Enoch  passed  his  life  in  Oxford 
and  became  the  father  of  Polly,  Samuel  and  Isaac. 

Isaac  Twitchell,  the  father  of  Homer  Twitchell, 
was  born  in  Oxford  Feb.  2,  1777,  and  died  Sept.  i, 
1849.  On  Sept.  2,  1798,  he  married  Frances  Smith, 
who  bore  him  thirteen  children,  all  of  whom,  ex- 
cept Hope  (who  lived  but  twelve  hours),  attained 
mature  years :  Miles  J.,  Clara,  Bennet,  Curtis,  Isaac 
S.,  Robert,  Thomas,  Laura  E.,  Charles,  Clark,  Fannv 
and  Homer.  His  widow  survived  him  until  April 
2,  1865,  when  she,  too,  entered  into  rest,  at  the  ripe 
old  age  of  eighty-three. 

Homer  Twitchell,  the  youngest  child,  and  now 
the  distinguished  citizen  of  Xaugatuck,  whose  life 
forms  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Ox- 
ford, Aug.  19,  1826,  and  he  and  a  sister  are  the  only 
members  of  his  father's  family  who  remained  in  the 
county  in  which  they  were  born.  He  was  brought 
up  on  his  father's  fann  and  received  a  common 
school  education.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  began 
his  apprenticeship  to  the  cutler's  trade,  at  Water- 
bury,  and  after  becoming  a  journeyman  was  em- 
ployed for  several  years  in  the  shops  of  the  Union 
Knife  Co.  and  other  concerns.  He  was  a  skillful 
workman  and  endowed  by  nature  with  rare  execu- 
tive capacity,  and  in  time  was  made  superintendent 
of  the  Connecticut.  Cutlery  Co.,  which  position  he 
continued  to  fill  until  1870.  In  that  year  he  began 
the  manufacture  of  umbrella  trimmings  at  Lnion 
City,  and  two  years  later  added  the  making  of 
safety  pins  to  his  business,  and  these  specialties  he 
still  continues  to  manufacture.  In  1879  his  son  was 
admitted  into  partnership,  the  style  of  the  firm  be- 
coming Homer  Twitchell  &  Son.  Besides  being  at 
the  head  of  this  industrial  establishment.  Mr. 
Twitchell  is  interested  in  various  other  enterprises 
of  a  semi-public  character.  He  took  an  active  part 
in  founding  the  Xaugatuck  Water  Co.,  and  was 
the  corporation's  first  president.  He  was  also  one 
of  the  organizers  of  both  the  Savings  and  X'ational 
banks  in  that  town,  serving  as  president  of  the  for- 
mer until  1889,  and  acting  as  one  of  the  trustees 
since  that  date.  Of  the  Xational  Bank  he  is  a  di- 
rector. 

He  is  sincerely  attached  to  X'augatuck,  and  no 
measure  looking  toward  the  advancement  of  its  best 
interests  ever  appeals  in  vain  for  his  support.  Flis 
natural  generositv,  quick  sympathy,  broad  intellect 
and  public  spirit  have  all  comljincd  to  render  him 
one  of  the  town's  most  popular  and  valued  citizens. 
While  never  seeking  office,  nominations  have  been 
spontaneously  tendered  him.     He  has  filled  various 
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minor  local  offices,  and  has  served  as  first  select- 
man for  several  terms.  In  1864  he  was  sent  to  the 
Lctjislature,  and  in  1888  was  elected  State  senator 
from  the  l'"itth  district,  and  re-elected  in  1890.  He 
is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  that  he  stands  high  in 
the  local  councils  of  his  party  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  he  was  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  National  con- 
vention that  nominated  Grover  Cleveland  for  the 
presidency.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the 
Congregational  Church.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity  since  1S45,  and  has  been  re- 
peatedly chosen  master  of  his  lodge. 

On  May  21,  1855.  Mr.  Twitchell  was  married  to 
Miss  Lavinia  ]\Iason,  whose  father,  Abner,  was  a 
prominent  citizen  of  South  Coventry,  Conn.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Twitchell  have  but  one  son.  Frank  AI., 
who  was  born  in  Union  City' April  7,  1856;  he  was 
educated  at  the  academy  in  Wilbraham,  Mass..  and 
on  finishing  his  course  there  entered  his  father's 
employ.  .  In  1879,  as  has  been  said,  he  became  a 
member  of  the  firm.  He  is  a  man  of  prominence  and 
influence  in  the  community ;  and  besides  serving 
on  school  committees  was  chosen  to  represent  his 
town  in  the  Legislature  in  1894.  Like  his  father, 
he  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  in  religious  belief 
a  Congregationalist.  He  belongs  to  various  fra- 
ternal orders,  being  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason, 
a  Knight  of  Pvthias,  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  A.  6.  U.  W.  Mr.  Frank  M.  Twitchell 
was  married  Dec.  5,  1883,  to  Emma,  a  daughter  of 
A.  J.  Spencer,  of  Middletown  ;  she  died,  childless, 
Feb.  13,  1896,  and  on  April  7,  1897,  he  married  her 
sister,  May. 

CLIFT.  The  name  of  Clift  has  had  a  place  in 
the  annals  of  Xew  England  from  the  earliest 
Colonial  days.  William  Clift,  of  Marshfield, 
Mass.,  married,  1691,  Lydia,  born  1676.  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  granddaughter  of  William  Wills, 
or  Willis,  who  was  made  a  freeman  in  Scituate, 
Mass.,  in  1639.  It  has  been  stated  in  print  that 
William  Clift  was  put  ashore  in  the  harbor  of 
Scituate,  Mass.,  when  but  seven  years  of  age. 
Tradition  has  it,  through  one  Pero,  an  old  negro 
servant,  who  died  in  1807,  at  eighty-one,  and  knew 
the  first  generation  of  the  family,  that  "Mr.  Clift 
was  sent  from  England  bv  interested  parties  be- 
cause he  was  heir  to  a  large  estate  which  they 
would  inherit  in  case  of  his  death."  William  Clift 
died  Oct.  17,  1722.  FVom  this  ancestor  descended 
in  the  fifth  generation  the  late  Capt.  William  Clift, 
of  Groton,  Conn.,  the  parents  of  the  latter  being 
Capt.  Nathaniel  and  Eunice- (  Denison)  Clift,  who 
were  married  Aug.  5,  1801.  Nathaniel  Clift 
passed  the  earlier  portion  of  his  life  in  trading  voy- 
ages along  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  States,  and  rose 
to  the  rank  of  commander.  He  finally  settled  in 
Mystic  I5ridge  (  Stonington ),  engaged  to  a  certain 
extent  in  trade,  and  became  the  popular  proprietor 
of  a  public  house  which  was  located  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  "Hoxie  House."' 


Capt.  William  Clift,  son  of  Capt.  Nathaniel, 
was  born  April  20,  1805,  in  Mystic  Liridge  (Ston- 
ington), Conn.  He  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  town  and  in  the  private  schools  of 
Sheffield  and  Kirby,  at  the  borough  of  Stonington, 
attending  the  latter  school  two  terms.  He  com- 
menced his  active  life  by  teaching  school  two  years 
in  his  native  town,  then  for  three  years  he'  held 
a  position  as  clerk  in  the  store  of  Gilbert  Denison, 
at  the  head  of  [Mystic  river.  His  health,  owing  to 
his  sedentary  life,  was  not  good,  and  when  twenty- 
three  years  of  age  he  went  to  sea  in  a  fishing  smack 
to  improve  it.  In  three  years'  time  he  regained  his 
original  strength,  and  tnen,  in  company  with  eleven 
others,  formed  a  joint  stock  company,  bought  the 
sloop  "^lontgomery,"  altered  her  to  a  schooner, 
and  went  on  a  sealing  voyage  to  the  west  coast  of 
Patagonia.  The  vessel  sailed  from  Mystic  Aug. 
18,  183 1,  and  was  the  first  vessel  in  that  business 
that  sailed  from  Mystic.  Mr.  Clift  went  out  of 
port  as  a  common  sailor,  yet  he  appears  to  have 
had  the  whole  management  of  affairs.  This  enter- 
prise and  voyage  was  successful,  and  Mr.  Clift  im- 
mediately started  on  a  second  voyage,  this  time  as 
master  in  the  schooner  "Mary  Jane."  This  voy- 
age, too,  was  a  successful  one,  paying  the  owners 
a  dividend  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  per  cent, 
net  profit  in  twenty  months.  These  two  voyages 
were  very  laborious,  replete  with  hardships  and 
vicissitudes,  and  Capt.  Clift  endured  great  physical 
discomfort  and  dangers.  At  one  time  they  were  on 
one  rock  seventy-three  days  and  nights.  On  his 
■first  voyage  on  the  "]\Iary  Jane,"  Capt.  Clift  was 
selected  by  the  Foreign  Missionarv  Society  to  con- 
vey two  missionaries.  Revs.  Armes  and  Cowan,  to 
Terra  del  Fuego.  Knowing  their  lives  not  to  be 
worth  anything  in  the  hands  of  the  people  of  that 
land,  as  they  were  cannibals,  Capt.  Clift  prevailed 
en  them  to  change  their  destination,  and  conveyed 
them  to  Patagonia.  The  unprecedented  success  of 
these  voyages  gave  Capt.  Clift  great  reputation  as 
an  able  na.vigator,  and  he  was  invited  to  take  com- 
mand of  exploring  expeditions  untrammeled  by  or- 
ders, and  could  have  accepted  very  high  marine  po- 
sitions. But  his  sagacity  and  carefulness  caused 
kim  to  decline  all  these  brilliant  oft'ers,  and,  know- 
ing that  his  was  a  commercial  mind,  he  bought  the 
schooner  "Hudson"  and  larger  vessels  and  contin- 
ued as  master  during  the  remainder  of  his  nineteen 
years  of  sfafaring  life,  the  first  five  years  of  which 
were  spent  "before  the  mast."  He  never  sailed  for 
wages,  but  always  for  a  share.  His  business  ca- 
pacity, shrewdness  and  ability  were  rewarded  by 
very  handsome  financial  results.  When  he  retired 
from  the  sea  he  owned  a  part  of  a  number  of 
vessels,  and  became  their  New  York  agent,  spend- 
ing most  of  his  time  in  that  city  for  fifteen  years, 
taking  care  of  and  managing  their  business.  At 
the  same  time  he  was  extensively  engaged  witli 
Nathan  G.  Fish  and  others  in  ship  building  at  Mys- 
tic, and  he  purchased  all  the  necessary  material  in 
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New  York.  In  1865  he  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness. Every  vessel  with  which  he  had  ever  had 
anything  to  do  was  successful,  never  failing  to  de- 
clare a  dividend.  He  was  a  man  of  careful  system, 
and  for  many  years  no  policy  of  insurance  was  car- 
ried on  his  vessels,  and  not  a  dollar  was  lost.  One 
of  his  peremptory  rules  on  shipboard  was  that  'no 
one,  sailor,  officer  or  passenger,  should  swear,  play 
cards  or  drink  liquor. 

On  Aug.  I,  1854,  Capt.  Clift  was  chosen  direc- 
tor in  the  Mystic  River  Bank,  and  remained  in  the 
directory  for  many  years  (still  in  1882).  He  was 
president  of  the  bank  from  Aug.  24,  1870,  until 
June  7,  1881,  when,  owing  to  failing  health,  he  re- 
signed the  position.  On  the  organization  of  the 
Groton  Savings  Bank,  July  3.  1854,  Capt.  Clift  was 
chosen  its  vice-president,  was  elected  its  president 
Sept.  6,  1870,  holding  such  office  until  July  27, 
1875,  when  he  declined  a  re-election,  but  accepted 
the  office  of  vice-president,  which  he  continued  to 
hold  for  years  afterward  (was  such  officer  in  1882). 
He  was  president  of  the  Elm  Grove  Cemetery  As- 
sociation from  April  16,  1866,  to  April  11,  1881. 

Capt.  Clift  never  held  any  political  office,  al- 
though he  did  much  as  a  private  citizen  to  aid  his 
party, — Whig  and  Republican, — espousing  the 
principles  of  the  latter  on  its  formation  in  1856. 
For  the  last  ten  and  more  years  of  his  life  he  was 
very  active  in  religious  matters,  using  his  money 
very  liberally  and  freely  in  building  up  not  only  the 
Union  Baptist  Church,  of  which  for  many  years  he 
was  an  esteemed  member,  but  for  all  worthy  ob- 
jects. He  always  gave  liberally  to  charitable  so- 
cieties, educational  projects  and  to  every  good  ob- 
ject, being  especially  generous  to  the  poor. 

On  June  18,  1833,  Capt.  CHft  was  married  to 
the  youngest  daughter  of  Sands  Fish,  of  Groton. 
Two  children  were  born  to  them :  ^lary  H.,  who 
was  married  to  Edward  Y.  Foote;  and  Hannah  F. 
Clift.  ]\Irs.  Clift  died  Sept.  17,  1845,  and  on  Sept. 
16,  1846,  Capt.  Clift  married  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Rev.  Daniel  Burrows,  of  ^^liddletown.  She  died 
Jan.  10,  1865.  Capt.  Clift  passed  awav  in  October, 
1882. 

Edward  Y.  Foote  was  born  in  New  [Marlboro, 
Mass.,  a  son  of  Salmon  and  Margaret  Foote. 
Salmon  Foote  was  bom  in  Colchester  in  1797,  and 
followed  the  trade  of  cabinet  and  coffin  maker  in 
New  [Marlboro,  [Mass.,  and  Colchester,  Conn.  The 
latter  part  of  his  life  was  spent  in  Colchester,  and 
he  died  in  Utica,  N.  Y.,  May  31,  1882.  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four  years.  He  was  a  capable  and  en- 
thusiastic musician,  and  a  fine  singer,  and  during 
the  years  of  his  residence  in  Xew  Marlboro  played 
the  bass  viol  in  church  and  led  the  first  choir  there 
for  thirty  years.  His  family  consisted  of  nine  chil- 
dren. 

Edward  Y.  Foote  removed  from  ^^larlboro  and 
Springfield  to  Colchester,  and  finally  to  Xew  York, 
where  he  was  in  business,  and  spent  the  greater 
part  of  his  active  life.    The  real  estate  field  looked 


attractive  to  him,  and  he  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
business.  In  1870  he  came  to  New  Haven,  and  was 
successfully  engaged  in  that  line  until  his  death, 
in  1881.  He  was  highly  respected  for  his  many 
noble  personal  qualities,  and  at  his  death  was  sin- 
cerely mourned. 

[Mr.  I'oote  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife, 
Lucy  Mason,  died  leaving  one  son,  Emerson,  who 
was  graduated  from  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School, 
class  of  1879,  and  from  Yale  Law  School,  class  of 
1 88 1,  and  who  later  went  to  Chicago,  where  he 
attained  a  prominent  position  in  real  estate  circles. 
He  died  there.  In  1863  [Mr.  Foote  wedded  [Miss 
[Mary  H.  Clift.  To  this  union  was  born  one  son, 
William  C'who  attended  Gen.  Russell's  school  in 
New  Haven,  and  later  the  Business  College  in  Bos- 
ton, and  finally  one  year  at  Yale  Law  School.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Fire  Department.  Mrs.  Foote 
if,  only  five  generations  removed  from  John  Alden 
and  Priscilla  Mullen,  and  is  an  enthusiastic  mem- 
ber of  [Mary  Clapp  Wooster  Chapter,  D.  A.  R. 

JOSEPH  NOYES  NICHOLS  (deceased) 
was  one  of  the  leading  citizens  and  successful  agri- 
culturists of  Waterbury,  Conn.,  where  he  was  born 
Dec.  17,  1824. 

The  Nichols  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Con- 
necticut. Sergeant  Francis  Nichols,  the  first  of  thb 
name  in  New  England,  was  a  native  of  England, 
and  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Stratford,  Fairfield 
Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  located  in  1639.  He  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  closely  related  to  Sir  Richard 
Nichols,  the  first  English  governor  of  New  York. 
Before  coming  to  this  country  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Horse  Guards  of  London.  He  owned  property 
in  Stratford,  Conn.,  and  Southland,  L.  I.,  and  spent 
his  last  days  in  the  former  place,  where  he  died  and 
was  buried.  For  his  second  wife  he  married  Barn- 
abas Wines,  who  after  his  death  wedded  John 
Elton,  of  Southland,  L.  I.  By  his  first  marriage 
Sergeant  Nichols  had  four  children :  Isaac,  Caleb 
and  John,  who  were  all  born  in  England,  and  Mrs. 
Richard  [Mills.  The  only  child  of  the  second  union 
was  Ann,  wife  of  Christopher  Young. 

Isaac  Nichols,  son  of  Francis,  came  with  his 
parents  to  the  New  World  and  spent  the  remain- 
der of  his  life  in  Stratford,  Conn.,  where  he  owned 
and  operated  a  farm.  He  died  in  1695,  and  was 
buried  there.  His  wife,  [Margaret,  bore  him  the 
tollowing  children:  [Mary,  who  was  born  Feb.  2, 
1648,  and  married  Rev.  Israel  Channey;  Sarah, 
who  was  born  Nov.  i,  1649,  married  Stephen  Bur- 
rett;  Josiah,  born  Jan.  29,  1652;  Isaac,  [March  12, 
1654;  Jonathan,  Dec.  10,  1655;  Ephraim,  Dec.  15, 
1657:  Patience,  Feb.  2,  1660;  Temperance,  May 
17,  1662;  [Margery,  Nov.  30,  1663;  Benjamin,  Feb. 
2,  1666;  and  Elizabeth,  who  was  born  April  2, 
1668.  and  was  married,  July  9,  1691,  to  Rev.  Jo- 
seph Webb. 

Isaac  Nichols,  Jr.,  a  son  of  Isaac,  was  also  a 
lifelone  resident  of  Stratford,  a  farmer  and  land- 
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owner.  There  he  died  in  1690.  He  and  his  wife, 
Mary,  had  three  children:  Francis,  born  June  3, 
ihjb;  Richard,  Kov.  26,   1678;  and  Joseph,  Xov. 

I,  1680. 

Joseph  Nichols,  son  of  Isaac,  Jr.,  was  horn  and 
reared  in  Stratford,  whence  he  removed  to  Long 
Island,  and  in  1728  came  to  W'aterbury,  New  Ha- 
ven countv,  where  he  owned  property.  Here  he 
died  March  10,  1733,  ^""^  '^^''^^  buried  in  W'aterbury 
cemetery.  He  married  Elizabeth  Wood,  of  Strat- 
ford, and  they  had  a  family  of  eight  children : 
James,  born  on  Long  Island,  June  2j,  1712;  George, 
■born  at  the  same  place,  July  14,  1714;  Elizabeth, 
who  was  married,  in  1740,  to  Ebenezer  W'akelee ; 
Kichard;  Joseph,  born  in  1724;  Alaria;  Isaac,  who 
was  born  'Slay  4,  1729,  and  died  in  the  British  army 
in  1776;  and  Benjamin,  born  May  14,  1731. 

Joseph  Nichols,  Jr.,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born  on 
Long  Island,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  W'ater- 
bury, where  he  subsequently  owned  and  operated 
a  farm  until  called  from  this  life  Jan.  24,  1773,  at 
ihe  age  of  forty-nine  years.  On  Sept.  6,  1750,  in 
Waterbury,  he  married  Tamar  Bronson,  daughter 
of  Lieut.  John  Bronson,  and  to  them  were  born  two 
children :  Simeon,  mentioned  below ;  and  Eunice, 
who  was  born  Sept.  6,  1753,  and  married  to 
Michael  Bronson.  The  mother  of  these  children 
died  Nov.  14,  1755,  ^"<^  ®"  Dec.  15,  1757,  the  fa- 
ther married  Annie  W^ebster,  by  whom  he  had  one 
child,  Lucy,  who  was  born  Dec.  5,  1758,  and  who 
married  Luke  Adams. 

Simeon  Nichols,  son  of  Joseph,  Jr.,  was  bom 
/\pril  20,  175 1,  in  W'aterbury,  where  he  spent  his 
entire  life  as  a  farmer,  land  owner  and  highly  re- 
spected citizen.  On  June  15,  1775.  he  married 
IMartha  Hotchkiss,  and  to  them  were  born  ten  chil- 
dren, whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  w^ere  as  fol- 
lows: Joseph,  April  21,  1776,  died  Oct.  27,  1825, 
aged  forty-nine;  Tamar  (wife  of  James  Chatfield), 
Dec.  25,  1778;  Humphrey,  Nov.  23,  1781,  died  Jan. 
5,  1853,  aged  seventy-one;  Abigail,  }ilarch  2,  1784; 
Chloe,  July  30,  1786;  Amy,  Nov.  25,  1788;  Will- 
iam, August,  1791,  died  Alarch  5,  1817;  Chauncey, 
February,  1794,  died  April  6,  1795,  aged  fourteen 
months;  Simon,  1796;  and  Philo,  June,  1798,  died 
Dec.  14,  1849,  aged  fifty-one  years. 

Humphrey  Nichols,  son  of  Simeon  and  father 
of  our  subject,  made  his  home  throughout  life  in 
W'aterbury,  where  he  owned  a  farm,  and  like  his 
ancestors  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
died  Jan.  5,  1853,  and  his  remains  were  interred 
in  the  old  cemetery  where  the  Bronson  Library  now 
stands.  He  had  two  wives,  Esther  and  Phebe 
Hotchkiss.  Esther  Hotchkiss  was  a  native  of 
\yaterbury,  a  daughter  of  Stephen  Hotchkiss.  and 
died  Oct.  29,  1837,  aged  fifty  years.  Flumphrey 
Niciiols  was  the  father  of  the  following  children  : 
Harriet,  Iwrn  Feb.  3,  1810,  married  G.  A.  Hall: 
Emcline.  born  May  20,  181 1,  married  David  Ter- 
rell, and  died  Nov.  4,  1834,  aged  twenty-three; 
Stephen  H.  was  born  April  25,  1813;  Isaac,  bom 


Sept.  2j,  1814,  married  Lydia  Frisbee ;  William, 
born  Jan.  27,  1817,  married  Elizabeth  Atwater ; 
Ann,  born  Feb.  8,  1819,  died  Alay  I2,  1835;  Nancy, 
born  June  15,  1821,  married  ^'larvin  Mills;  Eli, 
born  Sept.  15,  1822,  married  Jane  Mann;  Esther 
married  Fred  Holmes;  David  died  Sept.  27,  1865, 
aged  thirty-seven;  and  Joseph  N.  is  our  subject. 
Franklin,  a  son  by  his  union  with  Phebe  Hotchkiss, 
died   Sept.   2t,,   1848,  aged  six  years. 

Joseph  N.  Nichols  grew  to  manhood  in  Water- 
bury,  and  became  a  prosperous  farmer  and  land 
owner  of  that  town.  He  owned  the  homestead 
farm  at  Hope vi lie  and  also  the  large  Hull  farm  on 
lown  Plot,  W'aterbury,  upon  which  he  made  many 
improvements.  It  was  the  Benjamin  Moore  tract 
of  eighty  acres,  and  has  since  been  divided  into 
lots  for  building  purposes.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Aliss  Lucena  Clark,  of  New  Milford,  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Lucy  (Hawes)  Clark,  and 
by  this  union  were  born  seven  children:  (i)  Dan- 
iel Humphrey,  who  died  ]\Iarch  18,  1890,  aged 
thirty-three  years,  first  married  Mary  C.  Gladding 
(who  died  Feb.  28,  1887,  aged  twenty-nine  years), 
by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  Frank  Bacon  and  Ar- 
thur W. ;  Arthur  was  a  member  of  St.  John's  Church 
choir.  For  his  second  wife  he  married  Albertie 
Lobdell,  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  Harry  Hum- 
phrey. (2)  Clark  Holmes  is  a  resident  of  Water- 
bury.  (3)  Joseph  Hayden,  who  resides  on  the 
old  homestead,  first  married  Nellie  Jackson,  by 
whom  he  had  two  children,  Louis  Hayden  and  Carl 
Humphrey,  deceased,  and  for  his  second  wife  mar- 
ried Alice  Farmer,  by  whom  he  had  one  child, 
Nellie  Alice.  (4}  Lucy  Esther  was  educated  in 
the  high  school  of  Waterbury  and  resides  on  the 
town  plot  near  the  old  homestead.  (5)  Emily  C. 
died  April  i,  1885,  aged  twenty  years.  (6)  Anna 
L.  died  ]March  26,  1886,  aged  eighteen  years,  six 
months.  (7)  William  Francis,  who  is  connected 
with  the  United  States  mail  service  and  resides 
in  W'aterbury,  married  Annie  O'Rourke,  and  they 
have  had  four  children,  Gertrude  E.,  Charles  (de- 
ceased), William  and  Elizabeth.  Our  subject  died 
April  21,  1878,  aged  fifty-three  years,  his  wife  Sept. 
14,  1887,  aged  fifty-nine  years,  and  both  were  laid 
to  rest  in  Riverside  cemetery.  They  were  faithful 
members  of  St.  John's  Episcopal  Church,  and  were 
highly  respected  and  esteemed  by  all  who  knew 
them.  In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Nichols  was 
a  Democrat,  and  ever  took  a  commendable  interest 
in  those  enterprises  calculated  to  advance  the 
moral,  social  or  material  welfare  of  his  town  anfl 
county.  He  was  a  kind  father,  a  loving  husband 
and  true  friend. 

ANTON  REUSS,  who  in  his  lifetime  was  one 
of  the  best-known  and  most  highly-respected  Ger- 
man citizens  of  Meriden,  was  born  in  Bomberg, 
Bavaria,  Germany,  :\Iarch  20,  1825.  While  he  was 
in  his  infancy  his  father  died,  and  this  made  it 
necessary  for  hmi  to  early  take  up  the  responsi- 
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bilities  of  life.     When  still  a  bjy  he  learned  buok- 
binchng-,   but   this   trade,   while   a   fairly   good   one, 
was  not   sufficiently   lucrative  to   satisfy   the  ambi- 
tious youth.      W'isliing-  to  better  his  condition,  and 
seeing-   no   opening   in    his    native    land,    he    deter- 
mined to  come  to  America.     Accordingly  he  made 
preparations    for   the   trip,   and  hoarding  a   sailing 
vessel    in    1S50,   made    the    voyage   to    Aew    York, 
where   for  a  tune  he  engaged   m   making  pocket- 
uooks  and  similar  goods.     After  a  short  tmie  he 
came  to  Meriden,  Conn.,  where  in  connection  with 
Walter  Hubbard  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
morocco   leather   cases.      Later   the   firm   branched 
cut,    adding  to   their    list   of    products    plush    and 
chamois  cases.     Mr.  Reuss  conducted  the  business 
for  a  long  time  on  Butler  street,  and  had  as  his 
•  assistant  Julius  Knell,  who  later  conducted  a  simi- 
lar  business   on   his   own   account.      In    1890    Mr. 
Reuss  sold  out  to  C.  E.  Schunack,  and  passed  the 
remainder  of   his   days   in   retirement.      His   death 
occurred    Xov.  6,    1893,    at    his    home   on   Butler 
street,  and  his  remains   were  buried   in  the  West 
cemetery. 

Mr.  Reuss  was  one  of  the  first  German  settlers 
in  Meriden,  and  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  his 
countrymen,  as  well  as  by  all  who  knew  him.  In 
his  religious  belief  he  was  a  faithful  and  consist- 
ent follower  of  the  teachings  of  the  immortal  Lu- 
ther. In  politics  he  was  a  Republican,  but  in  no 
sense  an  office  seeker.  Fraternally  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  Meridian  Lodge,  No.  jj,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ; 
Keystone  Chapter,  No.  2J,  R.  A.  M. ;  and  St.  Elmo 
Commandery,  Xo.  9,  Knights  Templar.  He  was 
also  a  member  of  the  German  Mutual  Aid  Society, 
and  was  a  stanch  supporter  of  German  schools. 

Mr.  Reuss  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife, 
Katharine  Magdalena  Alueller,  was  born  Alarch  2, 
1826,  in  Germany,  and  passed  away  June  5,  1890. 
They  had  three  children,  Charles,  Anton  and  Julius, 
all  of  whom  died  young.  For  his  second  wife  Air. 
Reuss  wedded,  on  June  8,  1892,  Mrs.  Catharine 
Mueller,  widow  of  Joseph  Mueller,  and  daughter 
of  Philip  and-  Barbara  Stephans.  No  children 
were  born  of  this  marriage.  Mrs.  Reuss  resides  at 
her  home  in  Butler  street.  She  is  an  active  worker 
in  Esther  Lodge,  Daughters  of  Rebekah,  of  which 
she  is  the  only  living  charter  member,  and  is  a 
noble  woman,  highly  respected  for  her  many  good 
qualities  of  head  and  heart. 

Joseph  Mueller  was  born  June  15,  1828,  in 
the  city  of  Nassau,  Germany,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood.  In  1854  he  came  to  America  and  located 
in  Meriden,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  burnish- 
ing business,  being  several  years  employed  by  the 
Meriden  Britannia  Co.,  and  for  several  years  super- 
intendent of  the  burnishing  department  of  C.  Rog- 
ers &  Bros.  His  death  occurred  Jan.  6,  1891.  In 
1857  he  married  Catharine  Stephans,  who  was 
Dorn  Oct.  18,  183 1,  in  Bomberg,  Germany,  and  of  i 
this  union  two  children  were  born,  Catharine  and  I 
Joseph,  Jr.     Catharine  was  married  June  29,  1899,    | 


to  James  B.  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Xew  Haven 
in    1872,    son    of   James    B.    and    Emily    ( Plumb j 
bmith,  the  former  a  wholesale  grocer  in  New  Ha- 
ven, where  he  and  his  wife  died.     James  B.  Smiith 
is  engaged  in  the  banking  and  brokerage  business 
in    xXew   Haven.      Politically   he   is   a   Republican; 
fraternally  a  thirty-second-degree    Mason,    being    a 
Knight     templar,   and    a    member   of   chapter   and 
council :  and   religiously   a  member  of  the   Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church.     :Mrs.  Smith  is  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Esther  Lodge,   Daughters  of  Rebekah.      In 
religious  faith  she  clings  to  the  church  of  her  an- 
cestors, the  Lutheran.     Mr.  and  Airs.  Smith  have  * 
one   child,    Kathryn    Miller.      Joseph    Mueller,   Jr., 
was  born  Aug.  8.   i860,  and   was  educated   in  the 
piiblic  schools.     For  a  time  he  was  bookkeeper  for 
C.   Rogers  &  Bros.,   was   subsequently   in    Ballard- 
I  vale,   Mass.,  in  the  employ  of  Craighead  &  Kintz,. 
j  and    later    in    Pittsburg,    Pa.,    with    the    Pittsburg 
1  Lamp  Co.,  and  in  Allegheny,  Pa.,  in  the  manufac- 
I  ture  of  the  "1890   Varnish  Removing  Fluid."     in 
I   1890  he  returned  to  Aleriden    to    look    after    his 
I  father's  estate.     He  died  Oct.  31,  1897,  at  his  fa- 
I  ther's   late   home,  and  his  remains   rest  in   Walnut 
j  Grove  cemetery.     He  was  a  member  of  the  I.  O. 
[  O.  F.  in  Pittsburg,  and  like  the  rest  of  his  family 
I  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran   Church. 
'  In  his   political   faith  Joseph   Alueller,   Sr..   was 

I  a  Democrat,  and  a  stanch  supporter  of  his  party. 
!  Fraternally  he  belonged  to  Pacific  Lodge.  No.  87, 
!  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Meriden.     In  his  religious  faith  he 
was  a  Lutheran.     In  his  business  relations  he  was 
a  man  of  highest  integrity. 

JAMES  HENRY  FOY.  Among  the  list  of  dis- 
tinguished and  imperishable  names  of  those  who 
passed  from  life  during  1900,  that  of  James  H. 
Foy  brings  to  the  people  of  New  Haven  a  feeling  of 
deep  regret,  that  so  wise  and  generous  a  man  should 
no  longer  be  in  their  midst. 

James  H.  Foy  was  born  at  Gardiner,  Maine,  and 
died  at  his  home  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1900,  in  his  seventy-second  year.  The  beginning 
of  his  business  career  was  in  Worcester,  Alass.,  but 
he  removed  to  Boston  in  1861.  There  his  business 
was  known  as  D.  B.  Saunders  &  Co.,  manufacturers, 
of  corsets.  In  1871  he  came  to  New  Haven,  antl 
immediately  engaged  in  manufacturing  under  the 
firm  name  of  Harmon,  Baldwin  &  Foy,  this  business 
being  later  removed  to  New  York.  At  the  time  of 
his  death  he  was  a  member  of  the  R.  A.  Tuttle  Co., 
of  Boston,  dealers  in  corset  materials. 

Both  Mr.  Foy  and  his  wife  were  members  of 
the  Davenport  Avenue  Congregational  Church,  be- 
coming connected  with  it  in  1872,  and  he  was  a 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees,  in  which  capacity, 
on  account  of  his  business  sagacity  and  generous 
liberality,  he  was  of  the  greatest  service  to  the 
church.  Of  a  retiring  disposition,  he  always  shrank 
from  any  prominence,  but  always  could  be  found 
at  the  post  of  duty.     Mr.  Foy  was  a  life  member  of 
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the  G<.K>d  Will  Home  Association,  and  had  been  a 
contributor  to  the  Home  since  the  beginning  of 
this  charitv.  In  the  fall  prior  to  his  death,  he  gave 
!>^.CK.)o  to  the  Home  to  make  up  a  deficit,  and  gave, 
l>v  will,  still  another  $5,000,  making  the  James  H. 
Ihiv  fuiul  at  the  Good  Will  Farm,  $10,000. 

In  1858,  at  Hudson,  Conn.,  ^Ir.  Foy  was  married 
to  Lavinia  H.  Jenks,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Hervey 
Icnks,  the  latter  a  native  of  lirookfield,  ^lass.,  a 
iioted  divine,  of  Welsh  ancestry.  The  paternal  fam- 
ily of  ^Irs.  Foy  traces  its  ancestry  to  150  B.  C, 
while  on  the  maternal  side,  her  great-great-great- 
grandmother  was  a  daughter  of  Roger  Williams. 
The  first  marriage  of  Mrs.  Foy  was  to  Marvin  Har- 
mon, at  New  Lebanon,  X.  Y.,  and  George  ^L  Har- 
mon, of  New  Haven,  is  her  son.  Mr.  Harmon  died 
in  Brookfield,  Mass.,  in   1854. 

Mrs.  Foy  is  a  lady  not  only  of  education  and  cul- 
ture, but  also  of  mechanical  genius.  Interested  in 
her  husband's  business,  in  1862,  she  invented  and 
patented  what  is  known  to  the  trade  as  the  ]\Iadam 
Foy  Supporter,  and  there  were  eight  infringements 
upon  the  patent,  which  were  all  prosecuted.  The 
merits  of  the  article  attracted  general  and 
favorable  notice  at  once  and  its  demand  and  popu- 
larity have  steadily  increased  from  year  to  year, 
until'  it  now  has  a  world-wide  reputation.  Being 
constructed  on  scientific  principles,  yet  simple  and 
practical,  it  answers  fully  the  object  for  which  it 
was  intended.  Improvements  have  been  made  on  it 
from  time  to  time  and  it  is  now  covered  by  seven 
letters  of  patent,  of  the  United  States,  and  is  manu- 
factured by  C.  X.  Chadwick  &  Co.,  of  Brooklyn, 
Xew  York. 

Since  1884,  Mr.  Foy  had  been  a  director  of  the 
Xew  Haven  County  Bank,  by  whom  the  following 
resolutions  were  adopted  at  the  time  of  his  death : 

"The  directors  of  the  Xew-  Haven  County  Xa- 
tional  Bank,  assembled  this  day,  learn  with  deep 
regret  of  the  death  of  their  highly  esteemed  asso- 
ciate and  fellow  member.  Mr.  James  H.  Foy,  and 
in  expression  of  their  sorrow,  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  while  we  bow-  to  the  will  of 
a  Divine  Providence,  we  sincerely  deplore  the  de- 
parture of  one.  who  for  many  years  has  been  asso- 
ciated with  us  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of 
this  bank. 

"Resolved,  That  by  his  removal  we  have  sus- 
tained the  loss  of  a  conscientious  and  upright  citi- 
zen, an  able  adviser  and  one  whose  superior  quali- 
ties of  heart  and  mind  have  endeared  him  to  all. 

"Resolved,  That  our  attested  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions, with  our  deepest  sympathy,  be  sent  to  the 
bereaved  family,  that  they  be  published,  and  that  a 
copy  be  spread  upon  the  records  of  this  bank.  Xew 
Haven,  Xov.  15,  1900.  Attested,  H.  G.  Redfield, 
secretary.'' 

HEXRY  A.  WARXER.  capitalist  and  real  es- 
tate dealer,  whose  business  career  from  boyhooci  has 
been  passed  in  Xew  Haven,  where  he  is  widely  and 
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favorably  known  as  one  among  the  city's  leading 
business  men  and  substantial  citizens,  has  descended 
from  one  of  Connecticut's  earliest  families. 

John  Warner,  the  first  of  the  line  on  this  side 
the  Atlantic,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  came  from 
England  with  the  party  who  sailed  in  the  ship  "Tn- 
crease"  in  1635.  Pie  became  one  of  the  original  pro- 
prietors of  Flartford  in  1639.  In  1637  he  performed 
service  in  the  Pequot  war.  In  1649  he  married  (sec- 
ond) Ann,  daughter  of  Thomas  Xorton,  of  Guilford. 
Mr.  Warner  became  an  original  proprietor  and 
settler  of  the  town  of  Farmington,  Conn.  He  united 
with  the  church  there  in  1057,  and  was  made  a 
freeman  in  1664.  In  1673  he  went  to  view  Alatta- 
tuck  (Waterbury),  to  ascertain  if  it  was  a  desirable 
place  to  settle,  and  was  a  patentee  of  that  place  in 
1674.  It  was  his  intention  to  remove  thither,  but 
he  died  in  1679,  leaving  a  widow,  Margaret. 

John  W'^arner,  a  descendant  of  the  John  War- 
ner mentioned  in  the  foregoing  paragraph,  was  a 
captain  in  the  Connecticut  State  Guards,  and  served 
in  Gen.  Waterbury's  State  Brigade,  assisting  in 
the  defense  of  the  sea  coast  in  1781.  The  long  hill 
between  Plymouth  and  the  township,  now  knowm  as 
Thomaston,  was  for  many  years  called  Warner  Hill 
in  his  honor.  From  him  our  subject  is  descended 
through  John  W^arner,  Jr.,  Abijah  Warner  and 
Gaius  Fenn  Warner.  Abijah  W^arner  married 
Betsy  Fenn,  a  sister  of  Elam  Fenn,  who  lived  and 
died  at  the  place  now  occupied  by  his  son  Jason 
Fenn. 

Gaius  Fenn  Warner  was  born  in  181 1,  in  that 
part  of  the  town  of  Plymouth  known  as  Town  Hill, 
in  Litchfield  county,  and  was  the  youngest  of  three 
children.  He  was  but  six  years  old  when  his  father 
died,  and  until  his  marriage  remained  at  home  with 
his  mother.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  wedded 
Harriet  Jackson,  of  Bethlehem,  that  coimty,  and  the 
young  couple  settled  in  their  own  home  on  the  same 
road  as  his  mother's,  a  little  to  the  south.  For  about 
three  years  Mr.  Warner  worked  the  farm,  a  small 
one,  and  then  moved  to  W^aterville  to  take  charge  of 
a  large  boarding  house  for  the  employes  of  a  button 
factory  there,  continuing  thus  two  years.  His  two 
daughters,  Helen  and  Harriet,  were  born  during  his 
residence  in  Plymouth,  his  son,  Henry  A.,  in  Water- 
ville.  During  the  two  years  of  the  boarding  house 
experiment  I\Ir.  W'arner  built  for  himself  a  com- 
modious house  (near  his  former  home),  into  which 
he  moved,  and  again  took  up  a  small  farm,  also  tak- 
ing charge  of  the  turnpike  road  between  W'aterbury 
and  Plymouth.  Evidently  farming  was  not  to  his 
mind,  for  in  1843  he  moved  back  to  the  town  of 
Plymouth,  locating  in  Terryville  in  the  eastern  part, 
where  he  kept  a  temperance  hotel,  a  novelty  at  that 
time,  which  he  maintained,  however,  in  the  face  of 
all  opposition,  at  the  same  time  carrying  on,  in  an 
extended  ell  of  his  house,  the  manufacture  of  um- 
brellas. But  it  was  not  until  about  the  year  1847 
that  he  found  his  life  work.  In  his  capacity  of  host 
at  his  hotel  he  met  a  man  who  was  in  the  business 
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of  manufacturing-  malleable  iron  castings,  and  who 
so  urged  him  to  enter  this  work  that  he  finally  de- 
cided to  return  with  him  to  Straitsville  and  inves- 
tigate for  himself.  He  soon  moved  his  family  to 
that  place,  and  so  well  succeeded  in  the  new  venture 
that  when  the  buildings  were  burned  to  the  ground 
he  removed  the  works  to  New  Haven,  many  of  the 
principal  workmen  going  with  him.  In  this  line  he 
had  the  monopoly,  and  his  was  the  largest  concern 
of  the  kind  in  the  country.  JNIr.  Warner  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  long  life  in  that  city,  active  alike 
in  commercial,  religious  and  benevolent  circles,  and 
widely  known  and  beloved. 

It  was  during  Mr.  Warner's  residence  in  Terry- 
ville  that  the  Congregational  Church  in  that  village 
was  built,  and  he  threw  his  superb  energies  and 
strength  into  that  enterprise.  He  hauled  much  of 
the  timber  from  the  woods  to  the  mill,  and  from 
there  to  the  church  lot.  At  "raising:  dav"  all  the 
town  turned  out  to  help,  and  afterward  all  were 
served,  as  was  the  custom  of  the  time,  to  dough- 
nuts, raised  cake  and  cider.  When  he  removed  to 
Straitsville,  at  that  time  a  very  small  village.  Mr. 
Warner  greatly  deplored  the  fact  that  no  regular 
church  services  were  held  there,  and  he  very  soon 
made  arrangements  whereby  theological  students 
from  New  Haven  should  preach  in  the  small  chapel 
each  Sunday  for  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  and  their 
board.  His  house  was  freely  opened  for  their  ac- 
commodation, and  very  often  the  compensation  also 
was  largely  given  from  his  own  pocket.  As  he  grew 
in  prosperity  he  was  ever  ready  to  respond  to  num- 
erous calls  for  benevolence,  both  public  and  private, 
which  were  made  upon  him,  notably  that  of  Home 
and  Foreign  Missions,  growing  stronger  each  year 
of  his  life.  Mr.  Warner  was  a  man  of  few  words, 
while  ever  friendly  to  those  who  were  so  fortunate 
as  to  possess  his  love  and  confidence,  and  he  showed 
a  true  and  loyal  heart,  to  be  relied  upon  in  any  ex- 
tremity. In  his  family  he  was  the  faithful  husband, 
the  kindest  of  fathers,  and  his  house  was  ever  open 
to  all  his  friends. 

In  the  year  i860  Mr.  Warner  decided  to  build  a 
house  for  himself,  and  chose  a  lot  of  one  and  one- 
half  acres  in  the  center  of  the  city,  opposite  Yale 
College,  where  he  erected  the  substantial  house  now 
occupied  by  the  Union  League  Club,  in  the  rear  of 
which  is  now  the  Hyperion  theatre,  and  on  the 
western  side  Warner  Hall  and  the  apartment  build- 
ing for  students,  erected  and  managed  by  his  son, 
Henry  A.  Warner.  It  was  characteristic  of  him. 
when  questioned  quite  anxiously  by  a  member  of 
the  college  faculty  as  to  his  venture  so  carefully  to 
lay  out  this  acre  and  more  of  ground,  stocking  it 
with  fruit  trees,  a  grapery  and  ornamental  shrubs, 
lest  he  should  suffer  invasion  by  mischievous  boys 
of  the  college,  to  reply:  "I  shall  not  molest  them, 
and  I  don't  think  they  will  trouble  me,"  and  they 
never  did.  After  moving  to  his  new  home  he  gave 
his  best  Christian  efforts  to  the  welfare  of  the 
College  Street  Church,   which  building  joined  his 


land  on  the  eastern  side,  and  was  an  earnest  helper 
and  exemplary  member  until  his  death,  in  October, 
1870.  He  died  as  he  had  lived,  in  full  trust  and 
faith  in  his  Saviour  and  God,  since  when,  in  1837, 
during  a  strong  religious  movement  throughout  the 
entire  country,  he  and  his  young  wife  united  with 
the  Church  in  Plymouth  Center. 

Henry  A.  Warner  was  born  ]March  10,  1842,  at 
Waterville,  in  the  town  of  Waterbury,  and  was 
six  years  old  when  the  family  settled  in  New  Haven. 
There,  in  the  public  and  private  schools,  he  received 
his  education,  and  was  prepared  for  a  business  ca- 
reer. For  many  years  he  was  an  iron  manufacturer, 
and  he  has  since  dealt  in  vitrified  drain  and  sewer 
pipe,  in  which  line  his  efforts  have  met  with  de- 
served success.  Returning  East  after  the  Chicago 
fire.  Air.  Warner  stopped  at  Akron,  Ohio,  and  there 
found  a  make  of  pipe  which  had  not  been  introduced 
East,  where  imported  Scotch  pipe  and  a  slip  glaze 
pipe  from  New  Jersey  were  in  use.  However,  they 
were  soon  superseded  by  the  Ohio  pipe,  which  Mr. 
Warner  introduced  and  sold  throughout  New 
England.  For  many  years  Air.  Warner  received 
royalty  on  all  pipe  made  from  this  clay.  He  has 
also  dealt  extensively  in  real  estate,  and  is  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  Warner  Hall  Bachelor  Apartments, 
at  No.  1044  Chapel  street,  designed  to  furnish  select 
apartments  to  college  students  and  others. 

Mr.  Warner  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Gertrude  E.  Morton,  daughter  of  Horace  J.  Mor- 
ton, long  a  prominent  carriage  manufacturer  and 
wealthy  citizen  of  New  Haven.  Air.  and  Airs. 
Warner's  religious  connections  are  with  the  Ply- 
mouth Congregational  Church,  of  New  Haven, 
which  was  formerly  the  College  Street  Church,  of 
which  he  was  a  deacon.  Air.  Warner's  political 
affiliations  are  with  the  Republican  party,  but  while 
ever  interested  in  politics  and  public  affairs  he  has 
kept  aloof  from  party  warfare,  and  has  never  held 
public  office.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Union  League 
Club  (formerly  the  Republican  League),  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution,  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
Country  Club,  and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Second  Company,  Governor's  Horse  Guard. 

HENRY  T.  WILCOX  (deceased),  for  many 
years  a  leading  citizen  of  Meriden,  was  born  in 
Westbrook,  Conn.,  Feb.  7,  181 1.  His  early  educa- 
tion was  obtained  at  the  district  schools  of  his  na- 
tive town.  Being  the  second  member  of  a  numerous 
family  of  children,  he  was  obliged  to  seek  his  own 
living  at  an  early  age ;  and  when  less  than  twelve 
years  old  was  employed  on  the  farm  of  his  grand- 
father, Joseph  Bushnell,  who  died  in  1824.  After 
that  event  Air.  Wilcox  was  for  a  time  a  sailor;  but 
in  i82q  he  came  to  Aleriden  to  take  a  position  in  the 
comb  factory  of  Julius  Pratt  &  Co.,  which  he  held 
for  several  years.  That  same  year  he  united  with 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  as  long  as  he  lived 
was  numbered  among  its  devoted  and  efficient  mem- 
bers. ' 
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On  Mav  9,  1832,  ]\It.  Wilcox  was  married  to 
Elizabeth  White  Scovil,  of  Meriden,  and  their  son, 
Henrv  Scovil  Wilcox,  was  born  in  Meriden,  Jan. 
4.  18^5.  The  following  year  Mr.  Wilcox  bought  1 
piece' of  land  of  Lewis  Hotchkiss.  on  the  Old  Col- 
ony Road,  and  this  has  been  the  family  home- 
stead to  the  present  time.  About  1845  ^^r.  Wilcox 
built  a  small  shop  a  short  distance  south  of  his  resi- 
dence, where  he  manufactured  cofifee  mills,  steel- 
yards, spring  balances,  door  knockers  and  bit 
braces.  This  shop  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  185 1, 
and  a  second  shop  on  the  same  site  was  burned  two 
years  later;  whereupon  Mr.  Wilcox  sold  his  coffee 
mill  business  to  Charles  Parker,  and  associated  him- 
self with  the  JMeriden  Hardware  Co.,  then  estab- 
lished on  the  site  of  the  present  plant  of  M.  B.- 
Schenck  &  Co.  For  a  time  Henry  T.  Wilcox  was 
president  of  this  company,  and  Henry  S.  (his  son) 
the  secretary  and  bookkeeper.  They  severed  their 
connection  with  it,  and  in  1855  bought  a  grocery 
store  in  the  building  now  occupied  by  Campbell's 
Pharmacy,  where  they  conducted  a  prosperous  busi- 
ness under  the  name  of  H.  T.  Wilcox  &  Co.  In 
1857  they  brought  the  business  down  town,  and  lo- 
cated it  in  a  brick  block  which  had  been  built  by 
James  F.  G.  Andrews  about  1847,  which  was  also 
occupied  by  the  Almon  Andrews  flour  and  feed 
store.  This  building  was  consumed  bv  fire  ]March 
9,  1864.  H.  T.  Wilcox  &  Co.  bought  'the  land  and 
ruins  of  the  old  building  and  erected  the  present 
brick  block,  which  H.  S.  Wilcox  sold  to  ]Merriam 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  in  1895.  The  north  store  of  this 
block  was  occupied  by  Hart  &  Foot,  drug  and  hard- 
ware merchants ;  and  the  south  store  by  H.  T.  Wil- 
cox &  Co.,  grocers. 

Early  in  1867  Hart  &  Foot  sold  their  business  to 
H.  T.  Wilcox  &  Co.,  who  then  had  the  oldest  drug 
business  in  the  town.  Ten  years  later  they  sold  the 
hardware  business  to  Church  &  Sprague,  but  re- 
tained the  drug  store,  together  with  paints,  oils  and 
manufacturers'  supplies.  After  the  death  of  his 
father,  in  1885,  Henry  S.  Wilcox  continued  in  the 
same  business  until  he  was  compelled  to  dispose  of 
it  on  account  of  his  own  ill  health,  E.  A.  Watrous 
succeeding  him  March  15,  1899,  in  the  store  where 
Mr.  Wilcox  had  carried  on  an  unbroken  business 
for  thirty-two  years. 

In  the  public  affairs  of  the  town  the  Wilcox  men, 
both  father  and  son,  took  an  important  part.  Henry 
T.  Wilcox  was  town  treasurer  from  1863  to  1874, 
and  Henry  S.,  from  1878  to  1879.  Some  years  later 
the  latter  served  as  councilman,  as  assessor,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  board  of  compensation  and 
the  board  of  relief. 

While  a  school  boy,  Henry  S.  Wilcox  used  to 
work  in  his  father's  shop,  making  packing  boxes, 
and  doing  various  kinds  of  work  out  of  school 
hours.  After  securing  a  good  education  at  the  Old 
Road  district  school  and  the  West  Meriden  Insti- 
tute, the  latter  kept  by  Henry  D.  Smith  and  David 
N.  Camp,  he  became  his  father's  bookkeeper  and  so 


continued  until  the  shop  burned  in  1851.  His  place 
in  the  business  world  in  connection  with  his  father 
has  already  been  described,  as  has  also  his  place  in 
municipal  affairs. 

Henry  S.  Wilcox  took  an  active  interest  in  fi- 
nancial aft'airs,  and  in  1886  was  made  trustee  of  the 
Meriden  Savings  Bank,  becoming  a  director  of  the 
same  institution  the  following  year.  Mr.  Wilcox 
was  quite  as  zealous  in  the  church  as  he  was  in  busi- 
ness. He  became  a  member  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  1852,  and  from  time  to  time  was 
entrusted  with  important  offices,  being  the  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Sunday-school,  and  of  the  Ec- 
clesiastical Society.  In  1889  he  was  honored  with 
the  office  of  deacon,  which  he  filled  until  his  decease. 
He  was  the  last  clerk  of  the  Old  Ecclesiastical  So- 
ciety, and  assisted  in  the  incorporation  of  the 
Church,  his  son,  Albert  H.  Wilcox,  afterward 
becoming  clerk  of  the  re-organized  Church.  Al- 
though of  a  quiet  and  retiring  nature,  Henry  S. 
Wilcox  was  widely  known  and  respected.  He  was 
at  one  time  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution,  his  maternal  great-grandfather,  Amos 
White,  having  been  a  soldier  with  Washington  at 
the  crossing  of  the  Delaware.  Some  four  years  prior 
to  his  death,  his  health  began  to  decline,  by  reason 
of  blood  and  liver  troubles,  which  caused  his  death, 
Dec.  8,  1900.  Mr.  Wilcox  married  Jane  E.,  a 
daughter  of  Ira  Merriman,  who,  with  his  son,  Albert 
H.,  survives  him. 

The  Wilcox  family  begins  its  history  in  New 
England  with  John  Wilcox,  who  was  an  original 
proprietor  of  Hartford  in  1639.  He  held  the  posi- 
tion of  surveyor  of  highways  and  died  in  165 1,  his 
widow  surviving  until  about  1668.  Their  children 
were:  John,  who  married  Sarah  Wadsworth, 
Catherine  Stoughton,  Man.-  (surname  not  known), 
and  Esther  Cornw^all ;  Sarah,  who  married  John  Bid- 
well,  of  Hartford;  Ann,  who  married  John  Hall, 
then  of  Hartford,  but  later  of  Middletown. 

John  Wilcox,  Jr.,  noted  in  the  preceding  para- 
graph as  having  had  four  wives,  moved  from  Hart- 
ford to  Middletown,  where  he  died  May  24,  1676. 
His  children  were  as  follows :  Sarah,  born  in  1648; 
John;  Thomas;  Israel,  born  June  19,  1656,  married 
Sarah  Savage,  about  1677,  and  died  Dec.  20,  1689; 
Samuel,  married  Abigail  Whitmore:  Ephraim  mar- 
ried Silence  Hands ;  Esther  and  Mary. 

The  children  of  Israel  and  Sarah  (Savage)  Wil- 
cox were  as  follows:  Israel,  born  in  1680,  married 
Mary  North  ;  John  married  Mary  Warner ;  Samuel 
married  Hannah  Sage;  Thomas,  born  July  5,  1687, 
married  Ann  North,  June  28,  1716,  and  died  Jan. 
20,  1726-7;  and  Sarah.  Mrs.  Israel  Wilcox  died 
about  Feb.  8,  1723-4. 

The  children  of  Thomas  and  Ann  (North)  Wil- 
cox, of  Middletown,  were  as  follows :  Martha ; 
Thomas,  born  Oct.  5,  1720,  married  Freelove  Brad- 
ley, May  16,  1744,  and  died  Nov.  9,  1778;  Jonathan; 
and  Hannah. 

The  children  of  Thomas  and  Freelove  (Bradley) 
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Wilcox,  of  Guilford,  Conn.,  were  as  follows:  Clo- 
tilda, the  wife  of  Samuel  Hoyt,  died  in  1795,  at  the 
age  of  fifty  years;  Tanison.  born  in  1747,  married 
Elizabeth  Dowd,  and  died  Sept.  15,  1820;  Edmund, 
born  in  1748,  married  Elizalieth  Scranton.  and  died 
March  9,  1795  ;  Billy,  born  in  1750,  married  Rebecca 
Hoyt;  Jonathan,  born  in  1753,  married  Elizalieth 
■  Todd,  and  died  in  1818;  Samuel  Dodd,  born  in  1756; 
Benjamin  B.,  born  in  1759,  married  Mary  Todd, 
and  died  in  1805. 

The  children  of  Jonathan  and  Elizabeth  (Todd) 
Wilcox,  of  Madison,  Conn.,  were  as  follows :  Cur- 
tis, born  March  9,  1775,  married  Wealthy  Hill,  and 
died  Aug.  15,  1829;  John,  born  April  5,  1777,  mar- 
ried Electa  Goodrich;  Amos  Todd,  born  1779,  mar- 
ried Cynthia  Bushnell,  and  died  in  1849;  Elizabeth, 
born  Feb.  22,  1782,  married  David  Nash;  Henry, 
born  July  22,  1785,  married  Janet  Bushnell  Dec. 
31,  1808,  and  died  in  May,  1842;  Matilda,  born  in 

1788,  died   Oct.   22,    1809;    Sarah,   born    Feb.   20, 

1789,  married  George  Pratt ;  Jonathan  Samuel,  born 
Nov.  I,  1791,  married  Chloe  Hand,  and  died  Feb. 
10,  1875;  Augustus  B.,  born  Oct.  4,  1794,  married 
Clarissa  Jewett,  and  died  May  19,  1844.  Mrs. 
Jonathan  Wilcox  died  Sept.  29,  1833,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine  years. 

The  children  of  Henry  and  Janet  (Bushnell)  Wil- 
cox, of  Westbrook,  Conn.,  were  as  follows :  Will- 
iam Titus,  born  x\ug.  23.  1809,  married  ^Minerva 
Gaylord,  and  died  in  1868;  Henry  Truman,  bom 
Feb.  7,  181 1,  married  Elizabeth  \\'hite  Scovil,  and 
died  Jan.  7,  1885;  Jonathan  Samuel,  born  in  Janu- 
ary, 181 3,  married  Dolly  A.  Southworth,  and  died 
Sept.  24,  1900;  Emily  Patience,  born  in  1815.  had 
three  husbands,  John  Wilmarth.  Ransom  Gaylord 
and  Charles  Spencer,  and  died  about  i88r ;  Curtis 
Nash,  born  in  1817,  married  Elizabetli  Hall,  and 
died  April  3,  1874;  Benjamin  Bushnell.  born  Sept. 
28,  1819,  married  Eliza  A.  Brainard,  and  died 
March  19,  1900;  George  Frederick,  born  in  1830. 
is  supposed  to  have  died  in  the  western  regions  of 
the  United  States. 

The  Merriman  family  presents  an  interesting 
h'istor}-  which  begins  with  Nathaniel  Merriman.  who 
was  born  in  County  Kent,  England,  in  1613.  one 
of  three  sons  of  Theophilus  and  Hannah  Merriman. 
the  other  two  being  Caleb  and  Moses.  Nathaniel 
Merriman  settled  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  in  1663, 
and  was  married  to  Abigail  Olney,  and  subsequently 
to  Jane  Lines.     He  was  one  of  the  original  settlers 

i  of  Wallingford.  Conn. .where  he  appeared  as  early  as 
1670,  and  became  a  captain  of  the  troops  five  years 
later,  and  a  deputy  to  the  General  Court  in   1685. 

I      When  he  died  in  Wallingford  he  was  about  eighty 

'  years  of  age,  and  was  tlie  father  of  the  following 
children:  Nathaniel;  John;  Hannah,  the  wife  of 
John  Ives;  Grace;  Abigail,  the  wife  of  John  Hitch- 

i  cock  ;  Sarah  ;  Mar\-,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Curtis  ;  John 
married  Hannah  Lines ;  Samuel  married  Anna 
Fields ;  Caleb,  mentioned  below,  who  died  July  9. 
1703;  Moses,  who  married  Judith  Beach;  Elizabeth, 


Anna,    who    died 


who  married   Ebenezer    Lewis : 
young. 

Caleb  Merriman.  son  of  Nathaniel,  was  born 
in  ^lay,  1665.  and  on  July  9,  1690.  married  Mary 
Preston.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  Moses, 
born  in  lUji  ;  Elizabeth;  Eliasaph ;  Phoebe,  de- 
ceased in  infancy;  Phoebe,  married  to  Waitstill 
Munson  ;  Lydia  ;  Lydia  ;  Elizabeth  ;  and  Hannah. 

Eliasaph  Merriman,  known  as  Captain  Elia- 
saph, was  born  May  20,  1695,  and  on  Dec.  10,  1719, 
wedded  Abigail  Hulls,  who  bore  him  children  as 
follows:  Eunice;  Eunice  (2)  ;  Eunice  (3)  ;  Sarah; 
Caleb,  mentioned  below  ;  Titus  ;  Amasa ;  Elizabeth ; 
Esther;  Elizabeth  (2)  ;  Turhand;  Abigail,  who  was 
killed  by  liglitning,  with  her  mother,  Aug.  4,  1758. 
The  husband  and  father  died  fifteen  days  later. 

Caleb  Merriman  was  born  Sept.  13.  1725,  and 
married.  May  12.  1747,  Margaret  Robinson.  Their 
children  were  :  Josiah  ;  Christopher  ;  Reekab  ;  Jesse  ; 
Caleb;  Enoch;  Jesse  (2)  ;  and  Howell.  Caleb  [Mer- 
riman died  Aug.  6,  1797,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two 
years;  his  wife  in  July,  1795,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
six. 

I  esse  [Merriman,  son  of  Caleb,  married  Dolly 
Ives  in  1784,  and  to  their  union  were  born:  Joel, 
born  in  1784,  died  in  1819;  Salina,  born  in  1786, 
married  Lemuel  Butler  in  1810,  and  died  in  1842 ; 
one  unnamed;  Ira.  born  Dec.  25,  1789:  Ives,  born 
in  1792,  died  in  1825;  Sally,  born  in  1795,  married 
Lewis  Hotchkiss,  and  died  in  1870;  Eunice,  born  in 
1798,  married  John  Hubbard  in  1816,  and  died  in 
1837;  Howell,  born  in  1801,  married  Harriet  Yale 
in  1830,  and  Mary  A.  Cowles,  in  1843,  ^"d  died  in 
1858;  Charles,  born  in  1807,  married  Susannah  Fet- 
tenhoof  in  1832,  and  died  in  1876. 

Ira  Merriman  married  Elizabeth  Hubbard,  and 
their  children  were  as  follows :  Two  died  in  earlv 
infancy;  Susan,  born  [March  12.  1819.  died  July 
31,  of  the  same  year;  an  unnamed  infant  died  March 
28,  1820;  Ira  Hubbard,  born  Jan.  31,  1824,  married 
Hannah  Baldwin  Oct.  22,  1863,  and  died  Dec.  16, 
1875;  Elizabeth,  born  May  19,  1830,  died  March  21, 
1833;  Eliza  Ann,  born  [May  28.  1834,  married  L.  P. 
Chamberlain,  April  5,  1859;  Eli  Ives,  born  Jan.  21, 
1837,  married  [Mary  E.  [Miller,  Jan.  19,  1870.  and 
died  April  22,  1900;  Jane  Elizabeth,  born  April  12. 
1840,  married  Henry  S.  Wilcox  Dec.  i,  1869;  Henry 
Stiles,  born  April  21,  1846. 

•AUGUSTUS  MILO  BLAKESLEY  is  an  old 
and  prominent  citizen  and  a  leading  business  man  of 
the  city  of  Waterbury,  and  has  been  identified  with 
its  financial  and  commercial  interests  for  many  years. 
He  was  born  in  Plymouth,  Conn.,  [March  4,  1830, 
w-here.  too,  had  been  born  his  father  and  grand- 
father. 

Tradition  says  that  one  Simeon  A.  Blakeslee  is 
the  first  of  that  name  of  \yhom  there  is  any  record. 
He  was  one  of  the  English  gentry,  and  went  with 
King  Richard.  "Coeur  de  Lion,"  in  his  crusade.  Also 
that    Samuel   and   John   Blakeslee,   brothers,   came 
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from  EiifT'^'i^l  '"^  ^^^  early  days  of  the  Massachusetts 
colotiv,  and  bought  a  narrow  strip  of  land  called 
'"Boston  Neck,"  where  for  several  years  they  car- 
ried on  black-smithing.  From  this  place  they  re- 
moved, Samuel  locating  in  Xew  Haven,  and  John 
going  still  farther  west. 

Public  records  state  that  Samuel  Blakeslee  was 
a  planter  in  Guilford,  Conn.,  in  1650,  and  was  mar- 
ried on  Dec.  3  of  that  year  to  Hannah,  daughter 
of  William  Potter,  of  Xew  Haven,  to  which  place 
he  removed,  and  where  he  died  in  1672.  Their  chil- 
dren in  the  order  of  birth  were  John,  Alary,  Samuel 
and  Ebenezer. 

John  Blakeslee,  son  of  Samuel  and  Hannah 
(Potter)  Blakeslee,  was  born  Oct.  22,  165 1,  and 
lived  in  Xew  Haven.  He  died  in  1713,  leaving  three 
children,  John,  Hannah  and  ]\Ioses. 

Moses  Blakeslee,  son  of  John,  married  Sarah 
Benton,  of  Hartford,  Jan.  i,  1702.  He  removed  to 
Waterbury  about  1739,  and  settled  on  land  previ- 
ously "laid  out"  to  him  on  what  is  now  called  "town 
hill,"  in  the  east  part  of  the  present  town  of  Ply- 
mouth. He  was  appointed  a  deacon  of  the  church 
at  its  organization  in  1740,  and  was  an  active  and 
influential  member.  He  also  took  a  prominent  part 
in  the  afifairs  of  the  town.  His  children,  as  re- 
corded in  X'ew  Haven,  were,  in  order,  as  follows : 
Moses,  Aaron,  Abner,  Sarah,  Dinah,  Job,  Jesse, 
Job  (2),  Aaron  (2),  Hannah,  Phebe,  John,  Marah, 
and  Moses  (2). 

John  Blakeslee,  son  of  Moses,  was  born  Dec. 
15,  1723,  and  settled  in  the  X'ortheast  Society  near 
his  father.  He  married  Olive  (born  June  3,  1728), 
daughter  of  Samuel  Curtiss,  ]\Iarch  14,  1745.  Their 
children  were  as  follows :  John,  born  March  3, 
1746;  Amasa,  Jan.  15,  1748;  Joel,  Aug.  19,  1750; 
Enos,  July  12,  1752;  Obed,  Aug.  29,  1754;  Olive, 
March  29,  1758;  Lettis,  April  4,  1760:  Lettis  (2), 
March  27,  1763;  Jared,  July  8,  1765;  Sallie,  Aug. 
20,  1768;  and  Curtiss,  Feb.  16,  1770. 

Joel  Blakeslee,  son-  of  John,  was  married  to 
Sarah,  daughter  of  Samuel  Scoville,  in  1775,  and 
their  children  were:  Linus,  born  in  1776;  Ranson, 
born  Sept.  10,  1781  ;  Betsey;  Erastus :  and  Amanda. 

Linus  Blakeslee  was  married  to  Fanny  Fenn 
Nov.  4,  1794.  Their  children  were:  Jacob,  who 
moved  to  Dayton.  Ohio,  where  he  died:  Milo,  men- 
tioned below ;  and  Erastus. 

Milo  Blakesley,  the  father  of  Augustus  ]\Iilo, 
was  born  X'oy.  16,  1804,  and  spent  his  entire  life 
in  Plymouth.  He  was  the  first  to  spell  the  family 
name  "Blakesley,"  and  he  made  the  change  at  the 
suggestion  of  a  writing  teacher  who  thought  the  let- 
ter "y"  made  a  better  finish  to  the  name.  This 
branch  of  the  family  have  continued  to  spell  it  after 
the  "reformed"  method.  At  the  age  of  twenty, 
Milo  Blakesley  entered  the  employ  of  Eli  Terry, 
and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  clocks.  Later  in 
life  he  was  in  co-partnership  with  Mr.  Terry,  and 
so  continued  until  the  business  was  closed  up,  when 
he  moved  to  his  old  farm,  an  extensive  dairy  place. 


and  lived  there  until  his  death,  July  8,  1871.  Mr. 
Blakesley  was  a  devout  Congregationalist,  and  a 
deacon  in  the  church  at  Terryville.  As  an  old  line 
Whig  he  naturally  became  identified  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  held  some  local  offices  in  the 
prime  of  his  life.  The  abolition  movement  found  in 
him  an  early  friend,  and  he  would  never  admit  that 
human  slavery  had  any  possible  justification.  {)n 
Oct.  26,  1826,  Mr.  Blakesley  married  Miss  Dorcas 
McKee,  a  native  of  Bristol,  and  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  AIcKee,  who  was  a  cooper  by  trade,  and 
probably  of  Scotch  lineage.  Her  father  married 
Electa  Andrews,  daughter  of  Judah  Andrews,  who 
was  born  in  1777.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blakesley  were 
the  parents  of  five  children :  ( i )  Theron,  born 
Dec.  II,  1827,  died  x-\pril  24,  1852;  (2)  Augustus 
Milo;  (3)  Fanny,  born  Jan.  18,  1832,  died  the  same 
year:  (4)  Fanny  Jane,  born  Aug.  23,  1833,  died  Sept. 
II,  1885  ;  married  Burr  S.  Beach,  and  lived  in  Terry- 
ville, Conn;  (5)  Linus,  born  Dec.  16,  1837,  was 
graduated  from  Yale  in  i860,  and  for  twenty-eight 
years  was  pastor  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  of  Topeka,  Kansas.  He  was  a  trustee  and 
the  secretary  of  Washburn  College  for  twenty-eight 
years,  and  was  the  first  to  receive  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Divinity  bestowed  by  that  College,  in  1893. 
Dr.  Blakesley  was  a  director  of  the  Kansas  Aledical 
College,  president  of  the  Topeka  Congregational 
Club,  and  president  of  the  Topeka  school  board.  He 
now  resides  in  El  Paso,  Texas. 

Augustus  Milo  Blakesley  passed  his  boyhood 
days  at  Plymouth,  remaining  on  the  farm  until  he 
was  fifteen  years  of  age.  He  attended  the  district 
school,  and  prepared  himself  for  an  honorable  and 
useful  career.  The  first  work  he  did  was  in  the  store 
of  Andrew  Terry,  where  he  served  as  a  clerk,  and 
following  this,  he  clerked  for  Allen  Hemingway. 
In  1849  he  came  to  Waterbury  and  was  employed  by 
J.  M.  L.  and  W.  H.  Scoville,  in  their  mercantile 
business,  remaining  with  them  about  three  years, 
and  leaving  to  take  the  position  of  teller  in  the  Wat- 
erbury Xational  Bank  in  February,  1852.  On  Xov. 
29,  1864,  he  was  appointed  cashier  of  that  institu- 
tion, and  is  still  holding  that  position.  This  makes 
a  record  of  nearly  fifty  years  with  the  bank,  and 
during  that  long  period  he  has  been  associated  with 
the  inauguration  of  a  number  of  the  most  import- 
ant commercial  enterprises  which  have  found  room 
in  Waterbury.  The  American  Pin  Co.  has  found 
in  him  a  stanch  friend  and  supporter,  and  on  the 
death  of  T.  L  Driggs  he  was  elected  its  president, 
in  which  office  he  is  still  serving.  The  Waterbury 
Hospital  has  made  him  its  treasurer,  and  he  has 
filled  other  positions  of  a  similar  character.  The 
name  of  this  gentleman  appears  among  the  fifty 
original  members  who  united  in  the  formation  of 
the  Second  Congregational  Church  in  1852,  and  he 
has  been  treasurer  of  the  Society  and  Sundaf-sciiool 
ever  since.  The  musical  service  was  in  his  hands 
until  1874,  when  his  son  succeeded  him  as  organist 
and  choir  master,  but  he  sang  in  the  choir  until 
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1896.  In  1879  he  became  deacon,  and  his  connec- 
tion with  the  Church  has  been  singularly  helpful 
and  inspiring. 

Mr.  Blakesley  and  Miss  Margaret  Orr  Johnson, 
of  Cadiz,  Ohio,  were  married  Sept.  5,  1853.  Mrs. 
Blakesley  died  July  12,  1885,  leaving  two  children: 
(i)  Albert  Johnson,  born  April  30,  1858,  has  been 
connected  with  the  Waterbury  Bank  twenty-seven 
years.  He  has  been  twice  married  ;  his  first  wife,  now 
deceased,  was  Fannie  F.  Atwood,  daughter  of  L.  J. 
Atwood.  His  present  wife  was  Miss  }klarie  D. 
Mitchell,  of  New  York,  a  granddaughter  of  Mrs. 
Feter  Darlington,  mother  of  Dr.  James  H.  Darling- 
ton, for  many  years  pastor  of  the  Bedford  Street 
Church  in  Brooklyn ;  they  have  one  child,  Freder- 
ick Darlington.  (2)  Jennie  Elizabeth,  born  Aug.  25, 
1865,  is  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  John  M.  Benedict,  for- 
merly of  Bethel,  Conn. ;  they  have  two  children,  John 
Blakesley  and  Ruth.  Augustus  IM.  Blakesley  has 
been  a  Republican  since  the  formation  of  the  party, 
and  a  number  of  years  ago  was  treasurer  of  the 
town. 

DANA  A.  BRADLEY  (deceased)  was  born 
Dec.  15,  1824,  on  the  old  Bradley  homestead  in  East 
Haven  (where  George  C.  Bradley  now  lives),  and 
was  a  son  of  Dana  Bradley,  Sr.  He  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools  of  his  native  town  and  Fair 
Haven,  and  reared  upon  the  home  farm,  remaining 
with  his  parents  until  his  marriage. 

On  April  28,  1857,  ^Ir.  Bradley  wedded  IMiss 
Caroline  L.  Tuttle,  who  was  born  Dec.  6,  1835,  in 
the  house  at  Fair  Haven  now  occupied  by  William 
G.  Tuttle,  and  is  a  daughter  of  William  and  Harriet 
(Andrews)  Tuttle,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  Nathan 
Andrews.  William  Tuttle  was  a  native  of  East  Ha- 
ven and  son  of  Frederick  Tuttle.  who  was  also  born 
in  that  town  and  after  his  marriage  to  Polly  Frost 
removed  to  the  farm  and  built  the  house  where  his 
son  William  was  born.  Mrs.  Bradley  is  the  oldest 
in  a  family  of  eight  children ;  Cornelia  H.,  the  next 
in  order  of  birth,  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Landcraft, 
of  Fair  Haven ;  Hester  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years;  Annie  died  unmarried  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
four  years ;  William  G.  is  a  resident  of  Fair  Ha- 
ven; Sadie  E.  is  the  wife  of  George  Holt,  an  oys- 
ter dealer  of  New  Haven ;  Edward  died  at  the  age 
of  three  years ;  and  Edwin,  twin  brother  of  Edward, 
married  Lizzie  Bradley,  daughter  of  Warren  Brad- 
ley, and  makes  his  home  in  New  Haven.  The 
father  of  this  family  died  March  26.  1899,  aged 
eighty-six  years,  the  mother  April  10,  1891,  aged 
seventy-nine  years.  They  were  highly  respected  and 
esteemed  by  all  who  knew  them. 

In  1859  Dana  A.  Bradley  removed  to  the  farm 
in  East  Haven  where  his  widow  now  resides,  and 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life  successfully 
engaged  in  dairying  and  farming  there.  Two  chil- 
dren came  to  brighten  the  home :  ( i )  Frederick 
W.,  a  dairy  farmer,  living  with  his  mother,  com- 
pleted his  education  in  the  Hopkins  grammar  school. 


He  has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  local  affairs  as  ;i 
member  of  the  Republican  party,  was  a  member  of 
the  New  Haven  council  in  1890,  and  served  on  the 
Building  Committee.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Con- 
necticut Grange,  has  served  as  assistant  secretary 
of  the  State  Grange,  and  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.  (2)  Henry  Dana,  who  was  graduated  from 
Yale  College  in  1893,  is  now  a  civil  engineer,  sur- 
veyor and  real  estate  dealer  of  New  York  City. 
Mr.  Bradley  was  killed  by  a  train  at  a  railroad  cross- 
ing at  Fair  Haven,  Nov.  21,  1890,  and  his  death  was 
deeply  mourned  by  the  entire  community,  for  he  was 
well  and  favorably  known,  and  had  a  host  of  warm 
friends  in  East  Haven  and  the  surrounding  towns. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Qiurch  of  Fair 
Haven,  to  which  his  widow  also  belongs,  and  his 
upright,  honorable  life  gained  for  him  the  confi- 
dence and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  con- 
tact. In  politics  he  was  first  a  Whig,  and  later  a 
Republican. 

JOHN  KAHL  Vv'as  born  Jan.  30,  1839,  in  Prus- 
sia, a  son  of  Nicholas  Kahl,  a  native-born  Prussian, 
who  was  engaged  in  buying  and  shipping  coal  to 
j  France  in  ante-railroad  days.  As  the  proprietor 
I  of  a  large  farm,  Nicholas  Kahl  was  a  man  of  con- 
:  siderable  prominence  in  his  community ;  he  belonged 
to  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  was  much  devoted  to 
his  home.  His  wife,  Louisa  Atiltmeyer,  of  Prussia, 
was  a  daughter  of  Cornelius  Aultmeyer,  and  she 
died  in  IMay,  1898,  having  long  survived  her  hus- 
band, who  passed  away  in  1850,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
one.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  following  chil- 
dren :  George,  who  came  to  the  United  States,  and 
died  in  New  York  City ;  Henry,  who  died  in  Ger- 
many ;  Louise,  who  died  in  the  city  of  New  York ; 
Kate,  who  died  in  Germany;  and  John. 

John  Kahl  attended  the  Prussian  schools  up  to 
the  age  of  thirteen  years,  when  he  became  an  ap- 
prentice at  the  locksmith  trade  in  Sanet-Johann, 
Prvissia,  where  he  worked  for  two  years.  In  1854 
he  left  his  old  home  and  came  to  the  United  States, 
arriving  in  New  York  via  Havre.  For  about  four 
months  he  was  engaged  in  Simms  &  Blund's  gun 
factory,  and  for  several  years  afterward  was  em- 
ployed in  the  Dr.  Andrews'  Bank  Lock  Factory  at 
Perth  Amboy,  N.  J.  Mr.  Kahl  then  went  to  New 
Britain,  Conn.,  where  he  worked  in  the  Stanley 
Hinge  Factory  for  a  long  period,  and  was  employed 
for  a  vear  and  a  half  with  Russell  &  Erwin.  He 
was  with  the  Stanley  Level  &  Rule  Company  for  a 
time,  and  in  1859  removed  to  Yalesville,  where  he 
was  working  in  Sanford's  Auger  Factory  at  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion.  True  to  his  adopted 
country,  he  enlisted,  in  1861,  becoming  a  member 
of  Company  C.  2nd  N.  Y.  Harris  Light  Cavalry, 
and  was  mustered  out  June  5,  1865,  in  the  city  of 
New  York.  He  received  a  flesh  wound  in  his  left 
leg  in  the  skirmish  at  Liberty  Alills,  Va.,  where  he 
was  taken  prisoner,  and  incarcerated  in  Libby 
Prison,  where  he  remained  four  weeks,   was  then 


v.v 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


503 


removed  to  Belle  Island,  where  he  was  kept  five 
months  before  he  was  exchanged.  When  he  was 
captured  he  weighed  169  pounds,  and  when  released 
only  90  pounds. 

'After  receiving  his  honorable  discharge  he  re- 
turned to  resume  his  work  in  the  auger  factory.  In 
1867  he  began  work  as  a  tool  maker  with  R.  Wal- 
lace &  Sons,  becoming  foreman  of  the  department 
two  years  later,  and  he  holds  this  position  at  the 
present  time,  now  having  about  twenty  men  under 
his  direction. 

Mr.  Kahl  is  a  member  of  Accanant  Lodge,  I. 
O.  O.  F.,  and  of  Arthur  H.  Dutton  Post,  No.  36,  G. 
A.  R.  With  his  family  he  belongs  to  the  Episcopal 
Church.  He  is  a  Republican,  but  has  never  been 
an  office-seeker. 

In  1856  Mr.  Kahl  was  married  to  Miss  Christ- 
iana Schropp,  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  who  died  in 
Yalesville  in  1866,  leaving  the  following  children: 
Alfred,  employed  with  his  father,  married  Louisa 
Wetzel,  of  Wallingford,  and  is  the  father  of  one 
child,  Fred ;  Edmund,  employed  with  his  father, 
married  Miss  Annie  Gibbons,  of  Wallingford,  and 
is  the  father  of  five  children :  Christina,  Bertha, 
John,  Edmund  and  Roger :  George,  employed  with 
R.  Wallace  &  Sons  as  a  silversmith,  married  JNIiss 
Lydia  Broedlin,  of  Xew  York,  and  is  the  father  of 
Oscar  and  Alesia. 

In  1867  Mr.  Kahl  married  Fredericka  Roselaus, 
of  Hartford,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with  the 
following  children :  Louisa  married  John  Broedlin, 
of  Wallingford,  and  is  the  mother  of  Caroline, 
George  and  Rudolph ;  and  Louis,  employed  with  his 
father,  married  Esther  Lawrence,  and  has  three  chil- 
dren :     Louis,  Jr.,  Walter  and  Ernest. 

ELSWORTH  -ALBERT  BRADLEY,  a  leading 
dair}-man  and  general  farmer  was  born  Dec.  29, 
1838,  on  the  Bradley  homestead  in  Centreville, 
Hamden,  where  he  still  resides,  and  he  belongs  to 
an  old  and  highly  respected  family  of  that  part  of 
the  county.  His  grandfather,  Lyman  Bradley,  the 
son  of  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  was  born  in  the  wes- 
tern part  of  the  town  of  Hamden,  where  he  was 
reared  upon  a  farm,  but  when  about  sixty  years  old 
he  came  to  Centreville,  and  purchased  the  farm  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  our  subject.  He  made  many 
improvements  upon  the  place,  and  continued  to  en- 
gage in  its  cultivation  throughout  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  He  was  a  supporter  of  the  Whig  party, 
a  consistent  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  was  well-known  and  highly  respected.  He  mar- 
ried Aliss  Betsey  Ives,  who  also  belonged  to  one  of 
the  oldest  and  most  esteemed  families  of  Hamden, 
and  both  died  on  the  farm  in  Centreville,  their  re- 
mains being  interred  in  the  Centreville  cemetery. 
She,  too,  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  was  a  most  estimable  lady.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Harriett;  Lyman  A.:  William:  E.  Ives, 
father  of  our  subject;  and  Betsey,  wife  of  ^Merwin 
Foote.  '  -         , 


E.  Ives  Bradley  was  born  March  15,  181 1,  in 
the  old  homestead  in  the  western  part  of  the  town. 
When  twenty-five  years  old  he  came  to  Centreville 
with  his  father  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life  successfully  engaged  in  farming,  dairying  and 
stock  raising.  His  political  support  was  given  first 
the  Whig  and  later  the  Republican  parties,  and  as 
one  of  the  prominent  and  influential   men  of  his 
community  he  was  called  upon  to  fill  several  local 
offices.     He  was  a  public-spirited  citizen,  and  was 
an  active  and  consistent  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.     He  married  Miss  Charlotte  B.  Gil- 
'  bert,  a  native  of  Hamden,  and  a  daughter  of  Daniel 
Gilbert.       By  this  union  two  children  were  born: 
i  Alary  Jane,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years ;  and 
j  Elsworth  A.,  our  subject.    The  father  died  Jan.  ir, 
!  1893,  aged  eighty-two  years,   the  mother  Feb.   7, 
1899,  aged  eighty-two  years,  and  both  were  laid  to 
:  rest  in  the  family  burying  ground  in  Centreville. 
!         During  his   boyhood   and    youth    Elsworth  A. 
Bradley  attended  the  district  schools  and  the  acad- 
emy of  Hamden,  and  upon  the  home  farm  became 
familiar  with  all  the  duties  which  fall  to  the  lot  of 
the  agriculturist.    He  now  owns  the  old  homestead, 
consisting  of  seventy-five  acres  under  a  high  state 
■  of  cultivation  and  improved  with  good  buildings, 
i  and  is  devoting  his  time  principally  to  general  fann- 
i  ing  and  dairying  with  good  success.     The  Republi- 
can party  finds   in  him  a  stanch  supporter  of  its 
principles,  and  he  is  now  efficiently  serving  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board.    He  is  well  known  and 
highly  respected  in  the  community  where  he  has  so 
long  made  his  home. 

JOHN  LEWIS  DISBROW,  who  in  his  lifetime 
was  one  of  the  highly  esteemed  business  men  and 
honored  citizens  of  New  Haven,  was  born  in  that 
city  ]\Iarch  28,  1839,  a  son  of  John  Lewis  Disbrow, 
Sr.,  the  veteran  hat  manufacturer. 

John  Lewis  Disbrow,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Norwalk, 
Conn.,  in  1816,  a  son  of  John  and  Priscilla  (Alall- 
ory)  Disbrow,  the  former  a  native  of  Saugatuck, 
this  State.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  JNIr.  Disbrow 
learned  the  hatter's  trade,  and  coming  to  New  Ha- 
ven followed  same  as  a  journeyman  until  about 
i835)  when  he  started  in  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count, and  for  some  years  was  the  only  hat  manu- 
facturer who  conducted  a  store  for  himself.  He  con- 
tinued thus  for  thirty  years,  his  death,  in  1864,  cut- 
ting short  a  prosperous  business  career.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  R.  iNIiller,  who  was  bom  in  Norwalk, 
daughter  of  a  sea  captain  in  the  West  Indies  trade ; 
his  vessel  and  crew  were  all  lost  at  sea.  When,  a 
few  years  after  Mrs.  Disbrow's  birth,  her  home  was 
broken  up,  she  was  given  a  home  with  friends,  and 
became  the  adopted  child  of  Capt.  Shipman,  of  New 
Haven.  Of  the  children  born  to  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Dis- 
brow, but  one,  John  Lewis,  Jr.,  grew  to  maturity. 
The  mother  died  in  the  faith  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  in  1878,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years. 

John  Lewis  Disbrow   our  subject,  was  reared  in 
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his  native  City  and  was  educated  in  the  Lancasterian 
School.  In  his  youth  he  learned  the  hatter's  trade 
with  his  father,  and  engaged  in  business  with  him 
continuously  until  the  father's  death,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  four  years,  when,  under  appointment  by 
President  Buchanan,  he  served  as  railway  mail 
clerk  from  New  Haven  to  Bellows  Falls,  Vt.  In 
1864  he  assumed  control  of  the  business,  and  so 
continued  until  his  own  death,  Jan.  17,  1897.  He 
erected  the  building  in  State  street,  which  he  oc- 
cupied for  many  years,  and  for  many  years  con- 
ducted another  store,  in  the  same  line,  in  Church 
street. 

Mr.  Disbrow  was  a  very  public-spirited  man. 
For  thirty-five  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  fire 
department,  acting  as  assistant  chief  under  Chief 
Hendricks,  and  for  twenty-six  years  was  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Firemen's  Benevolent  Asso- 
ciation. When  he  retired  the  department  passed  a 
set  of  resolutions  and  presented  him  with  a  hand- 
some pedestal.  In  his  political  faith  he  was  a  Demo- 
crat, as  was  his  father  before  him,  and  he  at  one 
time  represented  the  Third  Ward  in  the  city  coun- 
cfl.  Fraternally  he  was  a  [Mason,  identified  with 
\^^ooster  Lodge ;  and  in  his  religious  views  he  was 
a  Congregationalist.  As  a  man  his  integrity  was 
unassailable,  his  reputation  was  untarnished,  and 
he  was  justly  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him  for  his 
many  gifts  of  head  and  heart. 

On  June  29,  1859,  ^Ir.  Disbrow  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Alary  Russell,  who  was  born  in  New 
Haven,  a  daughter  of  Calvin  Russell,  and  a  great- 
great-granddaughter  of  Samuel  Russell,  in  whose 
house  Yale  University  was  incorporated.  Of  the 
five  children  born  to  this  marriage,  three  are  now 
living:  (i)  Nellie,  who  is  Airs.  Treat,  of  No.  12 
Gill  street,  has  two  children,  Disbrow  and  Alarion. 
(2)  Airs.  William  Foskett,  whose  husband  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Foskett  &  Bishop,  has  one  child, 
Mildred.  (3)  James  R.,  who,  under  his  mother's 
supervision,  is  running  his  father's  store,  is  one  of 
the  prominent  young  men  in  New  Haven.  He  ranks 
high  in  fraternal  orders,  being  a  thirty-second-de- 
gree Alason,  member  of  the  Alodern  Woodmen,  the 
Naval  Reserves  and  the  Governor's  Foot  Guards. 
Henry  and  John  L.  are  deceased.  For  twenty-five 
years  Air.  Disbrow  lived  on  Howard  avenue  and  in 
1896  he  completed  the  excellent  home  at  No.  248 
Sherman  avenue,  where  his  death  occurred,  and 
where  his  widow  resides. 

Airs.  Disbrow  is  a  lady  of  unusual  executive 
ability  and  good  business  judgment,  and  was  her 
husband's  confidant  and  adviser  at  all  times.  She  is 
broad-minded,  and  charitable  to  the  faults  of  others. 
and  endeavors  at  all  times  to  live  up  to  the  faith  she 
professes — that  of  the  Congregational   Church. 

Calvin  Russell,  father  of  Airs.  Disbrow,  was 
reared  in  New  Haven,  and  here  learned  the  black- 
smith's trade,  which  he  followed  for  a  few  years. 
However,  his  ambition  sought  a  wider  field.  He 
embarked  in  the  wholesale  confectionerv  business  in 


Water  street.  New  Haven,  for  some  years,  and  was 
successful.  Later  he  founded  the  wholesale  butter 
and  cheese  business  now  conducted  by  his  son  Cal- 
vin. He  accumulated  a  large  property,  retired  from 
business  when  about  fifty-four  years' old,  and  lived 
to  the  age  of  nearly  eighty-six.'  Air.  Russell  mar- 
ried Alary  Smith,  a  daughter  of  John  Smith,  a  pen- 
sioner of  the  war  of  1812,  and  twelve  children 
blessed  this  union,  all  of  whom  reached  maturity. 
The  mother  died  in  1876. 

JOSEPH  DOOLITTLE  PAYNE.  For  gener- 
ations the  Paynes  have  been  residents  of  the  town  of 
Prospect,  Conn.,  and  of  the  territory  out  of  which 
that  town  was  formed,  Waterbury  and  Cheshire. 
The  name  is  of  record  frequently  in  the  towns  of 
Prospect,  Waterbury  and  Naugatuck,  in  the  latter 
of  which  was  born,  July  6,  1829,  and  reared  the  late 
Joseph  D.  Payne,  who  for  many  years  was  a  prom- 
inent business  man  of  New  Haven.  The  family 
is  of  English  origin.  Our  subject  was  a  grand- 
son of  Joseph  D.  Payne,  who  was  born  in  Cheshire, 
and  a  son  of  Stephen  H.  Payne,  .of  that  town,  and 
later  of  Prospect,  who  was  a  manufacturer  of  but- 
tons and  matches,  and  conducted  a  general  mer- 
cantile business.  Stephen  H.  Payne's  wife,  Abigail, 
was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  I.  Doolittle.  a  man  uni- 
versally beloved  and  respected. 

Joseph  D.  Payne  was  a  child  when  his  parents 
moved  from  Cheshire  to  Prospect,  where  he  attended 
the  public  schools,  and  he  was  later  a  student  in 
Everest  Academy.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  came 
to  Westville,  now  a  part  of  New  Haven,  entering 
the  store  of  Joseph  Hale,  as  clerk,  and  from  1850 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  April  16.  1894,  he 
remained  an  active  business  man  and  a  useful  citi- 
zen. In  about  1852  he  became  associated  in  business 
as  a  merchant  with  Edwin  W.  Cooper,  the  style  of 
the  firm  being  Cooper  &  Payne,  and  the  partnership 
lasted  about  ten  years,  after  which  Air.  Payne  con- 
ducted the  business  alone  until  1870,  when  he  with- 
drew from  mercantile  life  and  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  nuts  in  Westville,  in  which  line  he  con- 
tinued until  some  three  years  prior  to  his  death, 
when,  owing  to  failing  health,  he  retired  from  ac- 
tive btisiness. 

Air.  Payne  was  a  man  of  excellent  judgment, 
a  careful  financier,  industrious  and  energetic,  and 
prospered  in  his  undertakings,  becoming  a  very  suc- 
cessful business  man.  He  was  possessed  of  a  high 
sense  of  honor  and  great  strength  of  character,  was 
just  and  strict  in  all  his  business  dealings,  inflexi- 
ble in  his  purposes  and  firm  in  his  friendships.  He 
was  ever  interested  and  active  in  all  measures  and 
movements  which  he  deemed  beneficial  to  the  com- 
munitv.  He  had  managed  his  own  aft'airs  so  well 
that  he  was  several  times  called  by  his  fellow  towns- 
men to  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility,  serving 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board  of  his  district,  of  which  he  was  treasurer. 
His  political  sympathies  were  with  the  Democratic 
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party.  Mr.  Payne  was  a  Mason  of  high  standing, 
and  for  many  years  was  treasurer  of  the  local  lodge. 
With  his  wife  he  attended  the  Westville  Congre- 
gational Church. 

On  May  17,  1852,  Mr.  Payne  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Amelia  F.  Cooper,  who  was  born 
in  Westville,  a  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Fanny 
(Warner)  Cooper,  and  one  child  was  born  to  them. 
Adelaide,  who  is  unmarried,  and  with  her  mother 
occupies  the  beautiful  Payne  home  at  No.  106 
Fountain  street,  Westville. 

Mrs.  Payne  comes  from  old  Connecticut  stock 
in  both  paternal  and  maternal  lines.  Amos  Warner, 
her  maternal  grandfather,  was  a  farmer  at  Hamden, 
Conn.,  where  the  family  has  long  been  located,  and 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Mrs. 
Payne's  parents  were  both  born  in  Hamden.  The 
mother  moved  first  to  Xew  Haven,  thence  to  West- 
ville, where  she  was  married,  and  where  Mr.  Cooper 
followed  his  trade,  that  of  cooper,  until  he  was 
drowned,  which  occurred  when  his  daughter  Amelia 
F.  was  but  one  year  old.  Mrs.  Payne  is  the  youngest 
of  a  family  of  four,  Edwin  W.,  Caroline,  Zenas  and 
Amelia  F.     The  Coopers  are  of  English  extraction. 

THE  FOSTER  FA^HLY  was.  throughout  the 
past  century,  one  of  the  leading  families  of  Xew 
Haven,  as  it  was  also  one  of  the  old  and  historic 
families  of  New  England.  It  has  given  several  men 
to  the  legal  profession  who  have  graced  the  Bar  of 
Connecticut,  and  who  have  elevated  the  social  life 
of  the  city  in  which  their  honorable  and  useful  ca- 
reers have  passed.  Especial  reference  is  made  to 
Hon.  Eleazer  Foster,  and  to  his  son,  Hon.  Eleazer 
Kingsbury  Foster,  who  in  turn  were  conspicuous  in 
New  Haven  for  many  years.  John  P.  C.  Foster, 
son  of  the  latter,  is  now  one  of  the  leading  physicians 
and  most  prominent  citizens  of  the  community. 

Samuel  Foster,  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  the  fam- 
ily, was  born  in  England  in  161 9,  and  came  to 
New  England  in  its  very  early  settlement.  He  was 
married,  at  Dedham,  Mass.,  in  1647,  to  Esther 
Kemp,  and  moved  to  Wenham  three  years  later.  In 
1655  he  removed  to  Chelmsford,  Mass.,  where  he 
became  an  honorable  and  representative  citizen  of 
the  town.  A  deacon  in  the  Church,  he  was  also  a 
deputy  to  the  General  Court.  From  him  Dr.  Fos- 
ter, of  New  Haven,  is  a  descendant  in  the  eighth 
generation,  the  line  of  descent  being  through 
Samuel  (2),  Edward,  Edward  (2),  Edward  (3J, 
Eleazer  and  Eleazer  K. 

Samuel  Foster,  son  of  the  emigrant,  was  born 
in  Chelmsford  in  1650,  and  when  twenty-eight  years 
of  age  was  married  to  Sarah  Keyes.  He  died  in 
1730.  Edward  Foster,  his  son,  was  born  in  1689, 
in  Chelmsford,  was  married  to  Remembrance 
Fletcher.  Edward  Foster  (2),  son  of  Edward,  was 
born  in  Chelmsford  in  1714,  and  with  his  wife,  Ra- 
chel, resided  in  Sturbridge,  Mass.,  where  he  died 
in  1775.  Edward  Foster  (3),  was  born  in  Stur- 
bridge in  1749,  and  married  to  Rachel  Newell;  he 


saw  active  service  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and 
after  its  termination  bought  and  settled  on  a  farm 
in  the  town  of  Union,  Conn.,  where  he  spent  the 
rest  of  his  life,  dying  in   1818. 

Hon.  Eleazer  Foster,  son  of  Edward  Foster  (3), 
was  born  in  1779,  in  the  town  of  Union,  Conn.,  and 
was  married  in  New  Haven,  in  1806,  to  Mary 
Pierrepont,  who  was  born  in  1780,  a  lineal  descend- 
ant of  Rev.  James  Pierrepont,  a  settler  of  New 
Haven  in  1G84,  and  one  of  the  founders  of  Yale  Col- 
lege. She  is  also  a  descendant  of  Mary  Hooker,  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  Samuel  Hooker,  of  Farmington. 

Mr.  Foster  was  graduated  from  Yale  College  in 
1802,  and  became  a  lawyer.  Soon  after  his  admis- 
sion to  the  Bar  he  gave  such  decided  proof  of  his 
industry,  capacity,  integrity  and  discretion,  that  he 
was  quickly  called  to  responsible  and  delicate  po- 
sitions. In  1817  he  was  representative  from  New 
Haven  in  the  State  Legislature,  where  he  led  a 
brilliant  career.  He  stood  so  high  in  the  public  con- 
tidence  that  he  was  frequently  called  on  to  admin- 
ister estates,  to  be  assignee  for  debtors  and  agent  for 
creditors.  His  practice  was  largely  along  the  line 
of  probate  business,  and  such  was  his  ability  and 
integrity  that  he  uniformly  received  the  approbation 
of  all  interested.  For  the  duties  of  a  magistrate 
he  was  guided  by  that  integrity  and  impartiality 
which  fully  evinced  his  love  of  justice  and  his 
sacred  regard  for  the  true  interests  of  the  public. 
A  man  of  high  character,  he  was  kind  and  attentive 
to  the  poor,  courteous  to  all,  and  in  every  sense  a 
desirable  neighbor.  He  was  an  exemplar}-  member 
of  the  Church  of  Christ.  His  death  occurred  in  Xew 
Haven  Alay  i,  1819;  and  hie  widow,  who  lived  many 
years  thereafter,  died  in  1852. 

Hon.  Eleazer  Kingsbury  Foster,  the  son  of  the 
foregoing,  and  father  of  Dr.  Foster,  was  born  May 
20,  1813,  and  was  graduated  from  Yale  in  1834.  At 
New  Haven,  and  in  Auburn,  X'.  Y.,  he  made  his 
preparation  for  the  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  his  native  city,  where  he  practiced  law  all  his 
life.  Shortly  after  his  entrance  upon  his  profes- 
sion he  was  appointed  grand  juror  of  the  town. 
From  1845  to  1849  he  was  probate  judge  of  the 
Xew  Haven  district.  In  1854  he  was  appointed 
State's  Attorney  for  Xew  Haven,  and  in  1867  was 
nominated  registrar  in  bankruptcy  by  Chief  Justice 
Chase,  holding  both  positions  as  long  as  he  lived. 
In  i860  he  was  a  member  of  the  Republican  conven- 
tion that  nominated  Abraham  Lincoln.  For  six 
years  he  was  a  member  of  the  city  council  of  X'ew 
Haven,  and  was  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature 
in  1844,  1845,  1855  and  1865,  when  he  served  as 
Speaker  of  the  House.  In  1861  he  declined  a  nom- 
ination for  Governor  of  Connecticut  in  favor  of 
Gov.  Buckingham. 

At  die  Bar,  in  public  and  private  life.  Judge 
Foster  was  a  man  of  mark.  The  eminence  which  he 
attained  at  the  Bar  was  not  due  to  study  and  applica- 
tion alone.  A  noble  presence,  a  grand  voice,  the 
graces  of  oratory,  often  becoming  eloquence,   wit 


5o6 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


and  humor,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  human  nature, 
and  a  quick  sympathy,  with  all  ranks  of  men — these 
were  the  gifts  that  always  secured  to  him  a  place 
in  the  front  rank  of  his  profession.  As  a  specialist 
in  criminal  law  he  frequently  dealt  with  important 
causes  and  encountered  the  ablest  of  his  professional 
brethren.  To  these  demands  he  was  always  equal, 
and  was  regarded  as  a  most  formidable  antagonist 
before  the  jury,  where  he  was  especially  successful. 
As  a  cross-examiner  he  was  remarkably  skillful, 
and  many  an  unhappy  culprit  has  seen  the  secrets 
of  his  breast  laid  bare  by  him,  even  while  believing 
that  every  avenue  of  approach  had  been  securely 
guarded.  As  State's  Attorney  he  sought  for  jus- 
tice, never  demanding  the  "pound  of  flesh,"  and 
mitigating  where  circumstances  would  allow  the 
penalties  of  crime  which  took  on  in  many  cases  the 
character  of  ignorance  and  stupidity.  Courteous 
and  considerate  in  his  demeanor  toward  his  antag- 
onist, he  often  made  friends  of  those  upon  whom 
he  brought  the  penalties  of  violated  law.  He  was 
the  last  survivor,  save  Hon.  Alfred  Blackman.  of 
that  brilliant  circle  of  lawyers  whose  fame  in  the 
past  is  already  becoming  a  tradition  to  the  lawyers 
of  this  generation. 

In  politics.  Judge  Foster  was  a  Whig  in  his  earl- 
ier life,  and  became  a  Republican  on  the  organization 
of  that  party.  On  the  "hustings"  he  was  very  popu- 
lar, and  often  appeared  to  defend  what  he  deemed 
right  and  true.  He  was  a  man  of  deep  religious  con- 
victions, and  firmly  held  to  the  fundamental  doc- 
trines of  the  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  was 
a  devoted  member.  His  Christian  faith  and  hope 
were  a  great  comfort  to  him  in  his  last  illness.  For 
more  than  thirty  years  Judge  Foster  was  a  resident 
of  New  Haven,  and  his  death  was  felt  by  many  of 
its  people  as  a  personal  loss. 

Judge  Foster  was  married  Jan.  2,  1838,  to  Miss 
Mary  Codrington,  who  was  born  in  Jamaica,  Brit- 
ish West  Indies,  Feb.  9,  1818,  on  one  of  her  father's 
plantations,  but  was  educated  in  England.  To  this 
union  were  born  four  children:  William  E.,  the 
editor  of  the  Buflfalo  (N.  Y.)  Commercial;  Eleazer 
K.,  a  lawyer  in  Florida ;  Dr.  John  P.  C,  a  resident 
of  New  Haven;  and  Mary,  who  died  in  1864,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years.  Judge  Foster  died  June 
13,  1877,  his  wife  having  passed  awav  Sept.  25, 
1872. 

William  E.  Foster,  noted  above  as  editor  of  the 
Buflfalo  Commercial,  was  married  in  1861  to  Sarah 
E.  Betts,  a  daughter  of  Judge  Betts,  of  the  city  of 
New  York.  He  enlisted  in  the  United  States  navy 
in  i86r,  on  the  first  call  for  troops,  and  served 
throughout  the  war.  He  was  appointed  assistant 
quartermaster  general,  and  Aug.  4,  1861,  was  made 
a  paymaster  in  the  navy,  serving  in  that  capacity, 
and  as  a  signal  officer,  during  his  term  of  service. 
For  thirty  years  he  has  been  chief  editor  of  the  Com- 
viercial,  and  is  a  man  of  unusual  literary  attain- 
ments. Eleazer  K.,  the  other  brother  of  Dr.  Foster, 
died  Dec.  8,  1899.    For  years  he  had  been  a  district 


attorney  in  Florida,  and  had  been  judge  of  the  cir- 
cuit court,  and  also  State  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Instruction.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Agricultural  College  of  Florida,  and  one  of  the  new 
buildings  recently  put  up  for  that  institution  bears 
the  name  of  "  Foster  Hall"  Mr.  Foster  also  served 
as  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  University  of  the 
South,  located  at  Sewanee,  Tenn.  Alary  Benedict, 
who  became  his  wife,  was  born  at  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Nathan  and  Emma  (Har- 
ries) Benedict.  They  had  three  children,  Eleazer 
K.,  Emma  Harris,  and  Mary  Benedict;  all  reside  in 
Gainesville,  Florida. 

Dr.  John  Pierrepont  Codrington  Foster  was 
born  March  2,  1847,  "^  ^^ew  Haven,  and  prepared 
for  college  in  the  school  of  George  Russel.  In  1869 
he  was  graduated  irom  Yale,  and  from  the  Medical 
School  connected  with  that  College  in  1875.  The 
fall  of  the  following  year  he  began  his  practice  at 
New  Haven,  and  from  the  first  his  career  has  been 
singularly  successful.  Many  of  the  characteristics 
of  his  father  and  grandfather  reappear  in  him,  and 
his  ability,  close  application  to  his  work,  and  general 
manly  qualifications  have  won  him  a  wide  practice. 
Among  the  students  of  Yale  he  is  especially  popular. 
In  connection  with  Prof.  Chittenden  of  the  Yale 
Biological  Laboratory,  he  conducted  a  series  of  ex- 
periments with  Koch's  Tuberculin,  which  were  after- 
wards summarized  and  given  to  the  world.  Dr.  Fos- 
ter was  the  first  American  to  administer  (Dec.  3, 
1890)  the  famous  tuberculin  of  Prof.  Koch.  He 
has  been  surgeon  of  the  United  States  [Marine  Hos- 
pital Service  since  1880,  and  in  1877  was  appointed 
instructor  in  anatomy  in  Yale  Art  School.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  and 
of  the  Society  of  the  American  Anatomists.  At 
Yale  he  belonged  to  the  famous  "Skull  and  Cross- 
bones  Society,"  as  did  his  father  before  him.  In 
1884  he  was  instrumental  in  the  organization  of 
the  Young  Men's  Republican  Club  of  New  Haven, 
of  which  he  was  the  first  vice-president.  At  the 
present  time  he  takes  no  active  part  in  politics. 

On  July  I,  1875,  Dr.  Foster  was  married  to 
Josephine  Bicknell,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  I.  and 
Theresa  (Pierrepont)  Bicknell,  and  they  have  had 
the  following  children  :  Margaret  Codrington,  who, 
on  Feb.  8,  1899,  married  Rev.  George  H.  Thomas, 
rector  of  All  Saints  Church  in  Minneapolis ;  John 
Pierrepont  Codrington,  Jr.,  who  died  Aug.  30,  1882; 
Josephine  Bicknell;  Allen  Evarts;  and  William  Ed- 
ward. 

NATHAN  THOMPSON  MORSE,  a  well- 
known  photographer  of  Derby,  is  an  artist  of  wide 
experience,  and  stands  at  the  head  of  his  profes- 
sion in  that  town.  He  was  born  in  New  Haven  Nov. 
7,  1836,  and  belongs  to  a  family  of  English  origin, 
which  was  founded  in  America  by  seven  brothers 
who  settled  in  this  county.  Many  of  its  represent- 
atives have  embraced  the  learned  professions,  be- 
coming eminent  as  doctors,  lawyers  and  preachers. 
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Our  subject's  paternal  great-grandfather  was  a 
K-!<l:cr  ill  the  Revolutionary  war.  His  grandfather, 
Samuel  Morse,  was  born  in  Danbury,  Conn.,  but  in 
cjf'lv  life  went  to  Savannah,  Ga.,  where  he  success- 
iiillv  fii^'agcd  in  the  practice  of  law.  He  died  there, 
,jl  vflluw  fever,  and,  being  a  member  of  the  old 
Lli.ithauj  Artillery,  then,  as  now,  a  noted  military 
,.r"anization  of  the  South,  he  was  buried  with  mili- 
!.ir^-  honors.  There  were  other  prominent  members 
u"t  the  family  in  the  South,  including  Judge  Morse, 
oi  Mobile,  Ala.  The  grandfather  edited  the  first 
JiMcr>onian  newspaper  ever  published  in  America, 
called  the  Son  of  Liberty. 

Orville  Curtis  Morse,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Danbury,  and  went  to  Savannah,  Ga.,  with 
his  parents  when  a  child,  but  after  the  death  of  his 
father  he  returned  North  with  his  mother  and  the 
other  members  of  the  family,  and  spent  some  time 
in  the  towns  of  Huntington  and  ^Monroe,  Fair- 
field Co.,  Conn.  Throughout  his  active  life  he 
was  a  teacher,  following  that  profession  for 
the  last  twenty  years  of  his  career.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Charity  Thompson,  of  Huntington, 
daughter  of  Abraham  and  Sarah  (Blackmanj 
Thompson.  The  first  of  the  Thompson  fam- 
ily to  come  to  this  country  was  a  passenger  on 
the  "Mayflower."  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morse  were 
lK)rii  four  children:  Samuel,  a  painter  by  trade, 
who  died  in  Stratford;  Charles  T.,  a  retired  mer-' 
chant  of  Chicago,  111. ;  Sarah  J. ;  and  N.  Thompson, 
<iur  subject.  In  his  political  views  the  father  was 
tirst  a  \\  hig  and  later  a  Republican. 

During  his  infancy  our  subject  removed  with 
his  parents  to  Derby,  where  he  grew  to  manhood. 
During  the  dark  days  of  the  Rebellion  he  enlisted  in 
Company  B,  4th  Conn.  V.  L,  which  was  the  first 
three-years  regiment  enlisted  in  the  country,  and 
which  afterward  became  the  ist  Connecticut  Heavy 
Artillery.  After  receiving  his  discharge  ^^Ir.  ]\Iorse 
returned  North  and  went  to  Chicago,  where  he 
clerked  in  his  brother's  store  for  some  time.  Learn- 
ing photography,  he  engaged  in  that  business  in 
Chicago  for  seven  years,  and  then  went  South,  where 
he  carried  on  the  same  occupation  in  Jacksonville, 
Fla.,  and  Savannah,  Ga.  Later  he  engaged  in 
photography  in  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and  New 
York  State,  and  finally,  in  1887,  returned  to  Derby, 
Conn.,  where  he  opened  a  studio  and  has  since  been 
busily  engaged  in  his  art.  He  thoroughly  under- 
•^tands  his  profession  and  his  work  possesses  high 
anistic  merit. 

Mr.  Morse  married  ]\Iiss  Annie  S.  Massev,  a 
native  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  Massey.  She  is  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Derby  chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution,  which  she  was  instrumental  in  or- 
ganizing, and  has  the  finest  record  in  that  chapter. 
Mr.  Morse  is  also  of  Revolutionarv  stock,  his  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  Abraham  Thompson,  having 
aided  the  Colonies  in  achieving  their  Independence 
as  a  soldier  of  the  Continental  army.     Our  subject 


and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  and  King  Hiram  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M., 
of  Derby,  having  first  united  with  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity in  Chicago.  Politically  he  is  a  stanch  Re- 
publican. 

EDMUND  CARRINGTON  WARNER,  one 
of  the  best  known  fruit  growers  of  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, has  transformed  an  ordinary  piece  of  prop- 
erty into  one  of  the  best  farms  in  North  Haven.  Be- 
ing descended  from  an  old  family  of  Connecticut, 
prominent  in  the  history  of  the  State  and  nation,  our 
subject  is  very  proud  of  his  ancestry.  Isaac  Warner, 
his  grandfather,  was  a  native  of  Hamden,  Conn., 
where  he  carried  on  farming  extensively  and  where 
he  died.  He  had  the  following  family :  Louisa, 
Ira  and  Rufus. 

Rufus  Warner  was  born  Sept.  15,  1808,  in  Ham- 
den, received  a  common  school  education,  and  pur- 
sued the  vocation  of  a  farmer  all  his  life,  dying  in 
Hamden  when  seventy-two  years  old.  His  wife  was 
Harriet  Dorman,  a  native  of  Hamden,  and  daugh- 
ter of  Edmund  Dorman.  To  this  couple  were  born : 
Sarah,  Rachel,  Eliza,  Isaac,  Edmund  C,  iA.mos, 
Charles,  Elizabeth,  Eber  and  William. 

Edmund  Carrington  Warner  was  born  Nov.  16, 
1840,  in  Hamden,  near  Hamden  Plains.  He  re- 
ceived but  a  limited  education,  and  remained  on  the 
home  farm  until  1866,  being  engaged  in  farming  and 
in  hauling  wood  from  Hamden  to  New  Haven. 
Succeeding  in  this  work,  Mr.  Warner  was  enabled, 
in  1866,  to  come  to  North  Haven  and  purchase  the 
Col.  Blakeslee  farm,  a  tract  of  seventy-five  acres. 
Not  possessing  the  full  amount  of  purchase  money 
required,  Mr.  Warner  mortgaged  a  portion  of 
the  land  and  then  cut  and  hauled  timber  from 
his  property,  and,  in  connection  with  dairying 
and  fruit  growing,  soon  paid  off  the  debt,  be- 
ing ably  assisted  by  his  wife.  When  he  lo- 
cated upon  the  farm  he  decided  to  embark  in 
the  culture  of  fruits  on  a  small  scale,  and  be- 
ing very  successful  he  gradually  branched  out  in 
this  line,  in  1878  purchasing  the  Chauncey  Blakes- 
lee farm  of  fifty-six  acres,  which  adjoined  his 
own.  Most  of  this  property  Mr.  Warner  has  brought 
into  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  growing  fruit  and 
berries ;  he  has  about  sixty  acres  in  fruit,  thirty  acres 
of  which  are  in  peach  trees.  So  excellent  is  the 
quality  of  his  products  that  he  took  first  premium 
with  his  exhibit  at  Wallingford,  in  1898,  and  again 
in  1899,  his  competitors  being  some  of  the  best 
fruit  growers  in  the  State.  He  has  recently  added 
fifty  acres  of  land  to  this  farm,  one  part  of  which 
is  now  planted  to  fruit  trees. 

In  1866  Mr.  Warner  was  married  to  Miss  Ves- 
tina-  Wooding,  of  Hamden,  daughter  of  Vinus  and 
Jane  (Tuttle)  Wooding,  farming  people  of  that 
town.  To  this  marriage  have  been  born :  Wilson, 
who  is  at  home.  Herbert,  who  is  a  graduate  of 
Storrs  Agricultural  College,  and  is  now  residing  in 
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North  Haven  ;  he  married  Mattie  Colbum,  and  re- 
sided five  years  in  Battle  Creek,  }^Iich.,  where  he 
was  superintendent  of  an  agricultural  institution. 
Alice  married  Emanuel  Snxith,  a  farmer  of  North 
Haven.  Elton,  a  typewriter  and  stenographer,  is 
in  business  in  Mexico.  Jane,  a  teacher,  was  em- 
ployed three  years  in  Battle  Creek.  Mich.,  and  is 
now  at   home. 

Mr.  Warner  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  f)olitical 
sentiment,  was  elected  selectman  in  1888,  serving 
four  years,  and  was  assessor  in  1897  and  1898.  So- 
cially he  is  a  charter  member  of  North  Haven 
Grange;  a  charter  member  of  Pomona  Grange;  a 
member  of  the  State  Pomological  Society,  and  in 
all. well  known  and  active.  Mr.  Warner  and  his 
family  are  attendants  of  the  Congregational  Church 
of  North  Haven,  and  are  generous  supporters  of 
same.  By  earnest,  faithful  effort  Mr.  Warner  has 
steadily  worked  his  way  to  the  front,  made  a  place 
for  himself  among  the  honored  citizens  of  the  town, 
and  he  has  reared  a  family  which  does  credit  to 
his  name. 

ORRIN  MUNSON  is  not  only  one  of  the  en- 
terprising and  progressive  agriculturists  of  Ham- 
den,  New  Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  but  is  also  one  of  its 
respected  and  honored  citizens.  He  was  born  in  that 
town  on  the  farm  where  Charles  H.  [Munson  now 
lives,  July  10,  1832,  and  there  grew  to  manhood,  re- 
maining upon  that  place  until  twenty-six  years  of 
age.  The  following  six  years  were  passed  upon  the 
farm'  just  opposite  his  present  home,  and  at  the 
end  of  that  time  he  moved  across  the  street  into 
the  house  which  he  had  previously  erected,  and 
which  has  since  been  his  home.  Here  he  owns  fifty 
acres  of  land,  which  he  has  converted  into  one  of 
the  finest  fruit  farms  of  the  town.  When  he  pur- 
chased the  place  it  was  a  wild  and  rocky  tract  of 
land,  and  all  of  the  improvements  found  thereon 
have  been  made  by  him  and  stand  as  monuments  to 
his  thrift  and  industry.  He  has  set  out  orchards 
which  now  rank  among  the  best  in  the  State,  and 
in  1899  ^^  raised  between  fifteen  hundred  and  two 
thousand  bushels  of  apples,  besides  peaches  and 
other  fruit.  He  also  carries  on  general  farming 
and  is  quite  extensively  engaged  in  the  wood  busi- 
ness, buying  tracts  of  land,  the  timber  from  which 
he  converts  into  cord  wood. 

In  1858.  Mr  Munson  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  'M.  Warner,  a  daughter  of  Abner 
and  Mary  Warner,  and  to  them  were  born  three 
children :  Clifford  IL,  a  farmer  and  market  gar- 
dener of  Hamden.  has  two  children — Hazel  A.,  and 
Yensie  ^I. ;  Robert  A.,  a  farmer,  who  is  now  with 
his  father  in  business,  has  one  child — Olive  J. ;  and 
Nora  A.,  wife  of  Wilbur  Benham,  a  market  g^r 
dener  of  Hamden. 

Mr.  ^lunson  gives  his  political  support  to  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  Democratic  party,  but 
takes  no  active  part  in  politics  aside  from  voting, 
and  has   never  sought  or  desired  office,   although 


the  highest  official  positions  of  the  town  have  been 
offered  him.  Religiously  he  is  a  member  of  the 
]\Iethodist  Episcopal  Church.  His  business  inter- 
ests have  been  so  managed  as  to  win  him  the  confi- 
dence of  the  public  and  the  prosperity  which  should 
always  attend  honorable  effort,  and  he  is  held  in 
high  regard  by  all  who  know  him  on  account  of  his 
sterling  worth. 

REUBEN  H.  TUCKER,  member  of  the  As- 
sembly from  Ansonia,  is  one  of  the  most  valued 
citizens  of  that  town,  and  his  influence  is  felt  as  a 
potent  factor  in  political,  business  and  social  life. 

JMr.  Tucker  was  born  in  Ansonia  Aug.  9,  1847, 
the  first  boy  born  after  the  town  was  named,  and  is 
one  of  the  few  men  who  have  watched  the  full  de- 
velopment of  the  place.  His  family  is  of  good  Con- 
necticut stock.  His  father,  Lyman  Tucker,  was 
born  in  Oxford  in  Alarch,  1799,  and,  after  spending 
his  early  years  in  farm  work,  learned  the  trade  of 
ax  and  auger  maker,  which  he  followed  there  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  forty.  He  then  removed  to 
Ansonia,  where  he  continued  this  work  in  the  em- 
ploy of  David  Bassett,  but  his  last  years  were  spent 
in  retirement  upon  a  farm,  his  death  occurring  in 
1861,  when  he  was  aged  sixty-two.  His  wife, 
Mary  E.  (Hotchkiss).  a  native  of  Derby,  died  in 
1869,  aged  sixty-four.  While  residing  in  Derby 
'they  were  identified  with  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  later  they  assisted  in  organizing  the  Ansonia 
Congregational  Church,  and  were  among  its  lead- 
ing members.  They  had  two  children,  but  our  sub- 
ject is  the  only  one  living. 

As  a  boy  ^Ir.  Tucker  worked  at  farm  work  on 
the  homestead  within  the  city  limits,  and  he  still 
owns  several  houses  on  the  site.  After  receiving  a 
common  school  education,  he  was  engaged  in  brick 
making  for  a  time,  and  for  two  years  was  a  clerk 
in  the  Ansonia  Savings  Bank.  He  had  already  be- 
come prominent  in  local  affairs,  and  his  election  to 
the  office  of  clerk  of  the  town  of  Derby,  which  then 
included  Ansonia,  was  but  the  beginning  of  an  ac- 
tive and  successful  career  as  an  official.  He  held 
the  position  named  six  years,  and  after  the  separa- 
i  tion  of  the  two  towns  served  four  years  as  town 
I  clerk  of  Ansonia,  until  1893,  having  been  re-elected 
nine  consecutive  times.  He  was  elected  and  served 
five  terms  as  warden  of  the  borough  of  Ansonia. 
before  it  became  a  city.  Mr.  Tucker  has  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace  twenty  years,  during  which 
time  manv  cases  were  submitted  to  his  judgment; 
was  tax  collector  of  the  borough  of  Ansonia  for 
five  years,  and  for  the  town  and  city  from  1898  to 
1902 ;  and  also  served  some  years  as  school  collector 
and  assessor.  For  ten  years  he  was  a  member  of 
the  town  Republican  committee.  Our  subject  was 
elected  to  the  Legislature  in  1894,  1896,  1898  and 
1900,  to  serve  until  January,  1903.  His  committee 
work  in  that  body  includes  service  as  member  of 
the  finance  committee,  in  1895;  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  fisheries  and  game,  in  1897;  clerk  of 
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the  finance  committee  in  1899;  and  in  1901,  chair-  1 
iitan  of  tliat  committee.  His  interest  in  local  im-  ■ 
nrovcmcnt  is  shown  in  many  ways,  and  for  eight-  ; 
ccn  Ncars  he  has  been  a  director  in  the  Pine  Grove  j 
Ct-in'ctcry  Association,  of  which,  since  1883,  he  has  j 
Ik-cm  secretary,  treasurer  and  manager.  j 

In  iy<^>7  ^Ir-  Tucker  married  !Miss  Adelia  L.  i 
i;.»ii;:hton,  a  native  of  Woodbury,  and  one  of  three  ' 
children  of  John  Boughton,  a  well-known  black- 
Muith.  Three  children  have  blessed  this  union,  name- 
Iv  :  Reufien  H.,  Jr.,  who  became  connected  with  the 
predecessor  of  the  Coe  Brass  ^^lanufacturing  Co., 
and  is  now  a  clerk  there;  Miss  Abbie  M.;  and  Aliss 
Jessie  B.  The  family  is  esteemed  socially,  and  all  are 
niembers  of  Christ  Episcopal  Crurch.  Air.  Tucker  is 
a  32d-degree,  Scottish  Rite  ^Mason.  He  was  elected 
to  a  lodge  on  the  first  meeting  after  his  twenty- 
first  birthday ;  is  a  member  of  the  Veteran  2vIasonic 
Association ;  George  Washington  Lodge,  Xo.  82,  F. 
&  A.  M.,  in  which  he  passed  all  the  chairs ;  Mt.  Ver- 
non Chapter,  Xo.  35,  R.  A.  AL,  in  which  he  is  past 
high  priest ;  Union  Council,  Xo.  27,  Derby,  in  which 
he  holds  the  rank  of  past  thrice  illustrious  master ; 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  State,  in  which  he  is  past 
grand  high  priest ;  the  Grand  Council  of  the  State, 
being  a  past  most  puissant  grand  master;  and  the 
Xew  Haven  Commandery.  At  present  he  is  the  rep- 
resentative in  the  Connecticut  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
(irand  Lodge  of  Xebraska ;  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
the  State  of  Georgia ;  and  the  Grand  Council  of  the 
State  of  Xorth  Carolina ;  is  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  By-laws  in  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  and  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
Ritual,  in  the  Grand  Lodge. 

HORACE  W.  MERCHANT,  who  entered  into 
rest  in  September,  1880,  in  Xew  York,  was  for 
many  years  a  well  known  resident  of  Xew  Haven. 
He  was  born  in  the  State  of  Xew  York,  and  there 
learned  the  blacksmith  trade,  becoming  a  very  ex- 
pert workman.  As  a  journeyman,  he  came  to  Xew 
Haven,  Conn.,  in  about  1842,  and  opened  up  an  es- 
tablishment in  his  line  in  this  city,  continuing  in  the 
same  business  until  his  death. 

In  1845  ^^^-  Mercnant  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Mary  E.  Thomas,  who  was  born  in  Wood- 
bridge,  a  daughter  of  General  Amos  Thomas.  One 
son  was  born  of  this  union,  Wellington,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Dagle,  of  Montreal ;  by  trade  he  was  an 
expert  carriage  painter,  and  followed  this  trade  un- 
til his  death  at  the  age  of  fifty  years. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  Airs.  Alerchant 
were  John  and  Sarah  (Gilbertj  Thomas,  the  former 
•  if  whom  was  a  successful  farmer,  and  the  latter 
was  a  native  of  Litchfield,  who  lived  to  the  advanced 
ape  of  eighty  years.  She  was  the  mother  of  six  chil- 
dren (including  one  pair  of  twins),  and  both  she 
and  all  her  children  have  long  since  passed  out  of 
life. 

den.  Amos  Thomas,  the  father  of  Airs.  Aler- 
chant, was  reared  in  Woodbridge,  and  in  1828,  when 


about  twenty-five  years  of  age,  came  to  New  Haven, 
and  opened  up  a  store  on  Broadway,  continuing  in 
business  there  for  a  number  of  years.  Later  he  em- 
barked in  the  carriage  business  and  followed  in  this 
line  for  a  number  of  years,  but  late  in  life  sold  this 
and  bought  a  farm  near  Westbrook,  where  he  lived 
until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  Air. 
Thomas  took  a  great  interest  in  military  affairs,  and 
when  a  militia  company  was  formed  he  entered  in 
the  ranks  and  was  promoted  until  he  was  made  a 
brigadier  general  and  had  conmiand  of  all  of  the 
State  militia  and  was  well  known  and  much  es- 
teemed. In  politics.  Gen.  Thomas  was  a  very  stanch 
Democrat,  and  acceptably  served  as  chief  of  the  po- 
lice department  of  the  city  of  Xew  Haven,  and  in 
every  situation  of  life  came  up  to  the  expectations 
of  his  friends.  He  married  Lucretia  Baldwin,  who 
was  born  in  Woodbridge,  a  daughter  of  George 
Baldwin,  a  fanner  of  that  locality,  who  later  moved 
to  Huntington,  where  he  died ;  his  wife  died  in 
middle  age.  The  children  born  to  Gen,  and  Airs. 
Lucretia  Thomas  numbered  eleven,  these  being: 
John,  who  died  in  Derby,  Conn. ;  George,  the 
father  of  a  family,  lives  in  Waterbury ;  Alary. 
E.,  the  widow  of  Air.  Alerchant :  William  Wallace, 
a  resident  on  Xorton  street,  in  X'ew  Haven ;  Fran- 
ces Jane,  deceased;  Silas  Alix,  resides  in  California; 
Sarah  L.,  widow  of  Edward  E.  Bowns ;  Grace  A., 
the  widow  of  Edward  Lines,  lives  in  X'ew  Haven ; 
Charlotte  Adele  married  Henry  W.  Alunson,  of 
Hamden.  The  others  died  in  infancy,  and  the 
mother  died  in  1879.  The  father  was  a  consistent 
and  worthy  member  of  the  Universalist  Church. 
Mrs.  Alerchant  was  still  young  in  years  when 
her  parents  came  to  X'ew-  Haven,  and  she  was  edu- 
cated in  the  city  schools.  She  is  a  lady  of  winning 
manners  and  pleasing  personality,  and  enjoys  the 
esteem  of  the  residents  of  this  city,  her  pleasant 
home  being  at  X'o.  289  Dixwell  avenue. 

ELIHU  HUAIISTOX,  a  representative  citizen 
and  successful  farmer  of  Hamden,  X'ew  Haven 
county,  was  born  Xov.  15,  1820.  on  the  farm  where 
he  stiil  resides,  and  which  was  also  the  birthplace  of 
his  father,  Justus  Humiston,  it  being  the  home  of 
his  paternal  grandfather,  Joseph  Humiston.  The 
father  spent  his  early  life  upon  the  farm,  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  but  later  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  for 
some  time  in  X'ew  Alarlborough,  Alass.  While  there 
he  met  and  married  Aliss  Elizabeth  Harmon.  A 
few  vears  later  he  returned  to  the  old  homestead  and 
took  charge  of  the  farm,  which  he  successfully 
operated  until  called  from  this  life  in  1855,  at  the 
age  of  seventv-five  years.  In  political  sentiment  he 
was  a  Democrat,  and  he  was  honored  and  respected 
wherever  known.  His  wife  died  in  1848,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-two  years.-  To  this  worthy  couple  were 
born  six  children,  and  the  birth  of  all  occurred  on 
the  old  home  farm  in  Hamden,  where  our  subject 
now  resides.     Sylvia,    the    oldest,    married    Elihu 
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Dickerman,  and  died  in  August,  1899,  when  past 
the  age  of  ninety-four  years.  Eliza  married  Sydney 
Benham  and  died  in  1889,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
three.  Harmon  is  living  in  Hamden,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three  years.  Elihu,  our  subject,  is  next  in 
order  of  birth.  Maria  S.  is  now  seventy-seven  years 
of  age.  Austin  married  Julia  Bradley,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  thirty-seven  years. 

During  his  boyhood,  Elihu  Humiston  attended 
the  common  schools  near  his  home,  and  assisted  his 
father  in  the  operation  of  the  farm  until  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  when  he  commenced  teaming  with 
oxen  for  the  rubber  factory  at  Centerville,  and 
Churchill  Brothers'  auger  factory,  being  thus  em- 
ployed for  many  years  doing  more  of  such  work 
than  any  man  of  his  time  in  Hamden.  During  this 
time  he  made  his  home  on  the  old  farm,  and  when  he 
gave  up  teaming  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  dairy 
business  upon  that  place.  He  has  met  with  marked 
success  in  this  undertaking  and  was  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial and  prosperous  dairy  farmers  of  Hamden 
until  he  gave  up  that  work,  as  well  as  one  of  its 
highly  esteemed  citizens.  He  is  the  owner  of  forty 
acres  of  land,  including  the  old  homestead,  which 
consists  of  twenty-five  acres  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation  and  well  improved.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church  of  Whitneyville,  and 
his  life  has  ever  been  in  harmony  with  his  profes- 
sions. 

W.  CECIL  DURAND,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Milford  Savings  Bank,  is  a  native  of 
Milford,  born  June  15,  1851,  and  he  belongs  to  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  honored  families  of  that 
town. 

William  Durand,  his  grandfather,  was  born  in 
Milford,  and  he  and  his  wife,  Mary  Baldwin,  were 
both  interred  in  the  old  Milford  graveyard.  Of 
the  thirteen  children  of  this  worthy  couple,  we  have 
record  of  the  following:  Calvin  (i)  died  in  in- 
fancy; Calvin  (2)  is  mentioned  below;  William, 
who  died  in  Milford  in  1865,  was  the  first  Demo- 
crat ever  elected  to  the  Legislature  from  Milford, 
and  for  many  years  was  prominent  in  public  life, 
serving  as  judge  of  probate,  town  clerk,  surveyor 
of  the  port  of  New  Haven,  and  as  an  official  in  the 
custom  house  in  that  city;  Nathan  L. ;  Mason  A., 
a  merchant,  died  in  Bombay,  and  was  buried  there ; 
David  H.  was  a  merchant  in  London  under  the  firm 
name  of  Durand  &  Farland,  but  was  buried  in  Mil- 
ford ;  Julia  and  Charlotte  never  married ;  and  Mary 
married  Francis  Trowbridge,  a  nurseryman  in  New 
Haven. 

.  Calvin  Durand,  our  subject's  father,  was  bom 
in  1802,  at  the  old  homestead  in  Milford,  and  died 
in  the  same  house  in  1884.  In  early  manhood  he 
took  a  position  as  a  clerk  in  the  commission  house 
of  Goodhue  &  Co.,  No.  64  South  street,  New  York, 
and  after  serving  in  that  capacity  for  ten  years,  Mr. 
Durand  became  a  partner.  Seventeen  years  later 
he  assumed  the  entire  business  as  proprietor,  and 


conducted  it  in  his  own  name  twenty-nine  years, 
rnaking  fifty-six  years  in  all  of  mercantile  life  in 
New  York  City.  During  this  period  he  carried  on 
business  with  all  parts  of  the  world,  but  for  the 
latter  part  of  the  time  he  confined  it  to  Central  and 
South  America.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat, 
being  an  ardent  believer  in  free  trade.  He  married 
in  April,  1847,  Miss  Sarah  Cecil  Hunter,  of  Sa- 
vannah, Ga.,  a  daughter  of  Col.  James  Hunter,  a 
merchant  of  that  city.  Col.  Hunter  was  born  in 
Ireland,  and  his  wife,  Eliza  Cecil,  was  a  native  of 
England.  Our  subject's  mother  died  in  June,  185 1, 
leaving  W.  Cecil,  our  subject,  who  was  but  twelve 
days  old  when  his  mother  died. 

Although  born  in  Milford,  W.  Cecil  Durand 
spent  his  boyhood  mainly  in  New  York,  and  on 
completing  a  course  in  the  schools  of  that  city  he 
entered  Sheffield  Scientific  School,  Yale  College, 
where  he  was  graduated  in  187 1.  He  traveled  ex- 
tensively with  his  father,  going  abroad  three  times, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1871  he  engaged  in  business  with 
him,  the  firm  continuing  until  1878  when  they  sold 
out.  On  Feb.  12,  1891,  Mr.  Durand  was  chosen 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Milford  Savings 
Bank,  and  since  that  time  the  deposits  have  in- 
creased from  $200,000  to  about  8295,000.  Politi- 
cally he  is  a  gold  Democrat,  and  as  representative 
from  Milford  he  served  three  vears  in  the  Lesfisla- 
ture  in  1883,  1884  and  1889.  and  from  1889  to  1891 
he  was  one  of  the  State  Auditors.  He  is  also  treas- 
urer of  the  Taylor  Library,  and  a  member  of  the 
Society  of  Colonial  Wars.  His  public  spirit  has 
been  shown  in  many  ways,  and  he  was  one  of  a 
committee  of  five  on  the  Stone  Arch  Bridge,  built 
in  Milford  in  1889,  to  commemorate  the  250th  an- 
niversary of  the  settlement  of  the  town. 

On  Jan.  15,  1885,  Mr.  Durand  married  Eliza- 
beth C.  Ford,  of  Milford,  who  died  Aug.  18,  1888. 
Her  father  was  killed  in  the  Civil  war.  On  June  17, 
1S90,  Mr.  Durand  married  Miss  Claia  Baldwin 
Clark. 

HENRY  B.  CARTER,  late  a  prominent  and  in- 
fluential citizen  of  Wolcott,is  a  worthy  representative 
of  an  old  and  honored  family  of  this  State.  The  first 
of  the  name  to  come  to  Connecticut  was  Jacob  Car- 
ter, who  was  of  English  descent  and  came  from 
Southold,  Long  Island,  locating  in  Branford,  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  as  a  farmer.  He 
was  married  Dec.  4,  171 2,  to  Dorcas  Tyler,  who 
died  in  1735.  They 'had  three  chidren:  Sarah,  bom 
Feb.  4,  1714;  Jacob,  born  Nov.  26,  1716;  and  Abel, 
bom  June  4,  1718. 

Jacob  Carter  (2)  was  bom  in  Branford,  and 
when  a  young  man  removed  to  Soiithington,  Hart- 
ford county.  Upon  a  farm  in  the  southern  part  of 
that  town  he  m.ade  his  home  until  called  from  this 
life  July  6,  1796,  his  remains  being  interred  there. 
He  wedded  Marv  Barnes,  who  was  born  in  1726,  a 
daughter  of  Stephen  Barnes,  and  died  in  Southing- 
ton,  Oct.  23,  1788.  The  children  born  of  this  union 
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were  Jacob,  May  i,  1745;  Sarah,  Sept.  16,  1747; 
Steplicn,  lulv  li,  I749;  Jonathan,  May  20,  1751; 
IthicI,  Aug.  I,  1753;  Isaac,  May  12,  J757;  Levi. 
Sept.  23,  1762;  and  EUhu,  baptized  ]\Iarch  18,  1759. 
Jacob  Carter  (3)  was  born  and  reared  in  South- 
iiij^toii,  but  when  a  young  man  located  on  East 
Miiuntain,  Wolcott,  New  Haven  county,  being  the 
first  of  the  name  to  take  up  his  residence  in  that 
town.  There  he  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death, 
and  he  was  buried  in  the  Wolcott  cemetery.  His 
wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Alary  Hitch- 
cock, was  killed  by  being  thrown  from  a  wagon,  at 
JJecket,  Mass.,  in  1818.  Their  children  were  Pre- 
serve, born  Feb.  24,   1773;  Marcus,  born  July  28, 

1774,  removed  to  Alichigan ;  Rhoda,  born  Nov.  6. 

1775,  married  Washington  Upson;  Mary,  born  Feb. 
16,  1781 ;  Uri,  born  June  15,  1782;  and  Gains  and 
Loami,  twins,  born  Dec.  2,  1785. 

Uri  Carter  was  the  grandfather  of  our  subject. 
He  spent  his  entire  life  as  a  farmer  in  Wolcott,  and 
was  well-known  and  highly  respected  throughout 
the  town.  He  married  Lue  S.  Baxter,  who  died 
March  17,  1867,  and  he  departed  this  life  Feb.  6, 
1835,  both  being  laid  to  rest  in  the  old  Wolcott 
cemetery.  In  their  family  were  six  children,  whose 
names  and  dates  of  birth  were  as  follows :  George 
W.,  Jan.  18,  181 1 ;  Henrv  J.,  Feb.  17,  1813;  John 
M.,  Oct.  2,  1815;  Mary'E.  (wife  of  William  W. 
Steele),  March  12,  1818;  L.  Salina,  Feb.  25,  1820; 
and  Cyrus  H.,  Oct.  19,  1822. 

George  W.  Carter,  the  oldest  of  this  family  and 
the  father  of  our  subject,  pursued  his  studies  in  the 
district  schools  of  Wolcott,  but  was  mostly  self-edu- 
cated. While  still  in  his  teens  he  traveled  in  the 
South,  selling  clocks,  and  later  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock  raising  in  Wolcott,  taking  special  pride 
in  his  oxen,  steers  and  horses.  He  was  deeply  in- 
terested in  public  affairs,  and  was  a  stanch  supporter 
of  first  the  Whig,  and  later  the  Republican  party. 
He  was  quite  a  prominent  man  of  his  community, 
and  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  and  Senate, 
to  the  latter  from  the  Sth  district.  For  manv  vears 
he  was  a  deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
also  served  as  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the  church  for 
over  twenty  years.  Upright  and  honorable  in  all 
things,  he  commanded  the  confidence  and  respect 
of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  He  died 
March  3,  1884,  and  was  buried  in  Wolcott  Centre 
cemetery.  For  his  first  wife  he  married  Sarah  A. 
Bronson,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  (Root) 
Bronson.  She  was  born  in  Wolcott,  April  i,  181 1, 
and  died  March  12,  1S68,  being  laid  to  rest  in  the 
old  cemetery.  She  was  a  good  Christian  woman 
and  a  faithful  wife  and  mother.  The  father  was 
again  married.  May  10,  1871,  his  second  union  be- 
ing with  Mary  P. 'Baldwin,  who  was  born  March 
27,  1823,  and  died  Oct.  9,  1900.  Of  the  six  chil- 
dren born  to  the  first  marriage,  our  subject  is  the 
eldest;  Mary  M.  and  Sarah  S.  (twins),  bom  Mav 
23,  1842,  died  Sept.  23,  1894,  and  Aug.  24.  1866, 
respectively    (Mary   AL   married     George    Walker 


of  Saybrook,  Conn.)  ;  Flannah  J.,  born  Jan.  26, 
1844,  married  Elmer  Hotchkiss,  and  died  April  7, 
1900;  Frederick  W.,  born  Oct.  27,  1845,  I'^'^s  in 
Wolcott;  and  Walter  S.,  bom  Dec.  3,  1853,  died 
May  8,  1855. 

Henry  B.  Carter  was  born  in  Wolcott,  Dec.  2, 
1839,  and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  began  life  for  himself 
as  a  farm  hand,  working  at  $13  per  month,  and  later 
located  on  a  small  farm,  which  he  successfully 
operated,  at  the  same  time  engaging  in  light  and 
heavy  teaming.  In  1895  he  located  on  the  Hotch- 
kiss farm — the  home  of  his  father-in-law — which 
comprises  187  acres  of  well-improved  land,  and  en- 
gaged in  dairy  and  general  farming,  also  following 
teaming  to  some  extent,  until  his  death,  Feb.  15, 
1900.  Mr.  Carter  always  took  quite  an  active  part 
in  local  politics,  and  was  chairman  of  the  Republican 
town  committee.  He  served  his  fellow  citizens  in 
the  capacity  of  assessor,  road  commissioner,  super- 
intendent of  highways,  member  and  chairman  of  the 
school  board,  selectman  five  terms,  and  a  member  of 
the  State  Legislature  in  1883  and  1884,  during  which 
time  he  served  on  several  important  committees. 
His  last  term  of  office  as  selectman  expired  Oct.  i, 
1899.  He  was  a  member  of  Alad  River  Grange, 
No.  71,  P.  of  H.,  and  was  president  of  the  Wolcott 
Agricultural  Society  fifteen  consecutive  years.  He 
was  a  deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church,  to 
which  office  he  was  appointed  after  his  father's 
death.  He  was  a  member  of  the  church  committee, 
and  for  many  years  superintendent  of  the  Sundav- 
school.  For  seventeen  years  Deacon  Carter  was 
superintendent  of  a  Sunday-school  in  an  out-dis- 
trict, and  was  rarely  absent  from  his  post  of  duty. 
He  was  a  man  of  industrious  and  temperate  habits, 
popular  and  highly  respected,  and  took  a  deep  inter- 
est in  everything  calculated  to  advance  the  moral  or 
material  welfare  of  his  town  or  county.  In  i860, 
in  Wolcott,  Mr.  Carter  was  united  in  marriage  with 
]Miss  Mary  Rufina  Hotchkiss,  a  native  of  that  town 
and  a  daughter  of  Stiles  L.  and  Mary  Ann  Hotch- 
kiss. By  this  union  was  born  one  child,  Charles 
Hotchkiss,  a  merchant  of  Wolcott,  who  died  in  1888. 
He  married  Lois  Alcott,  and  had  one  child,  Sarah 
Lois.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  adopted  a  daughter, 
Mabel.  Mrs.  Carter  is  a  lady  of  character  and  cul- 
ture, who  takes  an  active  and  prominent  part  in 
church  and  temperance  work  and  is  a  talented 
writer,  contributing  many  able  articles  to  such  papers 
as  the  New  England  Homestead,  the  Connecticut 
Farmer,  the  Nezii  Britain  Herald,  the  IVaterbiiry 
Republican  and  the  IVatcrbury  American. 

The  Hotchkiss  family  to  which  ^Nlrs.  Carter  be- 
longs was  one  of  the  first  to  locate  in  New  England, 
and  the  name  was  originally  spelled  Hodgkis.  The 
first  to  cross  the  Atlantic  was  Samuel  Hotclikiss,  a 
native  of  Essex,  England,  who  located  in  New 
Haven  as  early  as  164 1.  On  Sept.  7,  1642,  he  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Cleverly,  and  died  in  New  Haven, 
Dec.  28,  1663.       His  children  were  John,  born  in 
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1643;  Samuel,  1645;  James,  1647;  Joshua,  Sept.  16, 
165 1  ;  Thomas,  Xov.  30,  1654;  and  David,  March 
9>  1657. 

John  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Samuel,  was  married, 
Dec.  5,  1672,  to  Elizabeth  Peck,  daughter  of  Henry 
Peck,  of  Xew  Haven,  and  died  about  1688  or  1689. 
In  his  family  were  six  children  whose  names  and 
dates  of  birth  were  as  follows:  John,  Oct.  11,  1673; 
Joshua,  1675;  Joseph.  June  3,  1678;  Josiah,  July  24, 
l68o;  Caleb,  Oct.  18,  "1684;  and  Elizabeth,  julv  18, 
i686. 

Joseph  Hotchkiss,  son  of  John,  was  born  in  Xew 
Haven,  and  when  a  young  man  removed  to  Guilford, 
Conn.,  where  he  followed  the  weaver's  trade  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  July  31,  1740.  He  was 
married,  in  April,  1699,  to  Hannah  Cruttendon,  a 
native  of  Guilford  and  a  daughter  of  Isaac  Crutten- 
don, of  that  place.  To  them  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren, namely:  Joseph,  born  Sept.  3,  1700;  Isaac, 
Dec.  25,  1702;  Wait,  Jan.  18,  1704;  Hannah,  Sept. 
13.  ^707;  Deborah,  Jan.  18,  1710  (died  young); 
Miles,  July  28,  171 2  (died  young)  ;  and  Mark,  July 

I,  1714;    "  ' 

Wait  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born  in 
Guilford,  and  in  1777  removed  to  Wolcott,  where  he 
died  July  30,  1778,  being  buried  there.  He  was 
married,  Nov.  2,  1730,  to  Sarah  Bishop,  of  Guil- 
ford, where  she  died  April  24,  1761.  In  their  fam- 
ily were  four  children:  Wait,  born  Nov.  18,  1733; 
Lois,  who  was  born  Oct.  5,  1735,  and  died  May  9. 
1818;  Sarah,  who  was  born  June  5,  1738,  and  died 
Feb.  5,  1745;  and  Selah,  born  Dec.  24.   1742. 

Wait  Hotchkiss,  Jr.,  a  son  of  Wait,  removed  to 
the  town  of  Wolcott  in  1764,  and  there  he  followed 
fanning  until  called  from  this  life  in  1799.  On 
Oct.  16,  1759.  he  married  Lydia  Webster,  of  Bolton, 
Conn.,  who  died  April  12,  1776,  and  he  was  again 
married,  Oct.  10,  1776,  his  second  union  being  with 
Deborah  Twitchell,  who  died  June  18,  1831.  By 
the  first  marriage  there  were  five  children :  Joel, 
born  Aug.  8,  1760;  Lydia,  Aug.  28,  1762;  Sarah, 
March  27,  1765;  Abner,  May  24,  1771  ;  and  a  twin 
sister  of  Abner,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  children 
of  the  second  union  were  Luther,  born  Dec.  9,  1778; 
Miles,  July  23,  1783  ;  and  Isaac,  Oct.  16,  1787. 

Luther  Hotclikiss,  son  of  Wait,  Jr.,  was  a  life- 
long resident  of  Wolcott  and  one  of  the  best  known 
citizens  of  the  town.  He  was  a  large  land  owner, 
a  well-to-do  farmer  and  a  highly  respected  citizen. 
one  who  had  considerable  influence  and  was  a  good 
church  worker.  He  was  known  as  Major  Hotch- 
kiss. On  Xov.  24,  1800,  he  married  Anne  Hall, 
daughter  of  Curtis  Hall.  She  died  March  3,  1864, 
and  he  departed  this  life  April  14,  1863,  both  being 
laid  to  rest  in  Wolcott  cemetery.  They  had  five  chil- 
dren:  Olive  Ann,  l»rn  Xov.  22,  1801,  married 
Walter  Webb  and  died  in  ^leriden,  in  X'ovember, 
1855:  Sarah  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  24,  1805,  married 
Ira  Frisl)ie;  Lucas  Curtis,  born  Oct.  14,  1807; 
Thomas  Gholson,  born    Feb.    6,   181 1;  and    Stiles 


Luther,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Carter,  completes  the 
family. 

Stiles  Luther  Hotchkiss  was  born  near  the  cen- 
ter of  Wolcott,  March  25,  1817,  and  died  Xov.  30, 
1894.  He  made  his  home  on  the  farm  now  occupied 
by  our  subject's  widow,  his  time  and  attention  being 
given  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  one  of  the 
strongest  supporters  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  was  kind  and  benevolent ;  not  only  in  his  home 
but  in  the  entire  community,  was  he  loved  and  re- 
spected. 

He  was  married,  Oct.  12,  1836,  to  Alary  Ann 
Holt,  who  died  Sept.  9,  1863,  and  on  March  3',  1864, 
he  married  Annis  E.  Bassett,  of  Plymouth,  Conn. 
He  had  three  children  by  the  first  union,  namely: 
Alartha  Anna,  who  was  born  July  i,  1837,  and  died 
Sept.  9,  1842;  Mary  Rufina,  who  was  born  March 
29,  1840,  and  is  now  the  widow  of  our  subject;  and 
Elmer,  born  March  17,  1846. 

THOMAS  PRESTOX,  one  of  the  prosperous 
retired  business  men  and  property  owners  of  Xew 
Haven,  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  born  June  20,  1818, 
in  County  Fermanagh,  a  son  of  Thomas  Preston, 
who  never  came  to  America. 

Thomas  Preston,  of  whom  we  write,  was  the 
only  child  by  his  father's  second  marriage  to  Sarah 
Kelly.  He  remained  at  home  upon  the  farm,  at- 
tending school  and  assisting  his  parents,  until  twen- 
ty-one, when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  located  in 
St.  John's,  X'ew  Brunswick,  where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  ship  carpenter.  After  serving  a  portion  of 
his  apprenticeship  there,  Air.  Preston  came  to  X'ew 
York,  later  removed  to  X'ew  Orleans,  and  in  1843 
journeyed  to  Xew  Haven  to  see  a  friend.  Being 
well  pleased  with  the  locality,  he  settled  in  the  city 
and  followed  the  trade  of  joiner  for  several  years. 

During  the  Civil  war.  Commodore  Gregory,  a 
friend  of  Mr.  Preston,  induced  him  to  locate  in  Bos- 
ton,' and  while  there  he  worked  upon  the  famous 
"Alerrimac."  After  fifteen  months,  he  went  to  tiie 
Xew  York  navy  yards,  where  his  skill  obtained  him 
emplovment  for  five  years,  under  Admiral  Foote.  a 
friend  of  Commodore  Gregory.  Feeling,  however, 
that  New  Haven  suited  him  better  as  a  place  of 
residence,  Air.  Preston  removed  to  this  city,  and 
until  his  retirement  followed  his  trade,  working- 
upon  ships.  Being  a  man  of  prudence,  he  carefully 
saved  his  earnings  and  wisely  invested  in  real  es- 
tate, which  so  increased  in  value  as  to  make  him  a 
man  of  means. 

On  Xov.  8,  1843,  ^^r.  Preston  was  married  to 
Aliss  Alargaret  Bannon,  a  native  of  the  same  county 
as  himself,  who  died  Alarch  22,  1889.  To  this 
marriage  were  born  six  children :  John  died  when 
about  twenty  years  old ;  Margaret,  widow  of  John 
Waddock,  lives  in  Xew  Haven ;  Rev.  Thomas  Pres- 
ton, a  Catholic  priest,  of  Thompsonville,  Conn. ; 
Joseph,  a  resident  of  X'ew  Haven,  is  a  real  estate 
agent.     Charles,  of  the  firm  of  Preston  Bros.,  dry 


•■•?!^V^:,^•I.;.••,v>T^r^.;^>~/Jfi%■7>Jf■-■^•^'V'.>:^■yT•J;•,(   --^^^  ty  i'"r;;'.\i'«..^:.t.(fi«;-^ 


■I 


i^-^^-f'XA 


i,4i^^;.^»^.,A.^^^^:,.^,^J..H^«ri^a..;^v>.g,(|-j,j^^ 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


513 


gooils,  <Iio(l  in  June,   1886;  Mary  Catherine  is  the 
wife  of  Michael" Loughcry,  of  New  Haven. 

Ill  iHiUtics,  Mr.  Preston  is  a  Democrat.  He  was 
the  tir^t  of  his  nationahty  to  be  put  on  the  poHce 
furcc  of  New  Haven.  Religiously  he  is  a  member 
«.f  St.  Patrick's  Catholic  Church.  Pleasant  and 
{•cilia!  in  manner,  ]\lr.  Preston  has  made  many 
I'ric-iuls,  and  is  highly  respected  by  all  who  know 
hJMi.  He  is  a  remarkably  well  preserved  man,  and 
hi>  ^o*-)t\  niemor}-  and  jovial  manner  together  with 
a  ready  wit,  make  him  an  entertaining  companion. 
Ho  has  an  extensive  acquaintance  in  the  city. 

SOLOMOX  MEAD.  The  Mead  family  has 
a  coat  of  arms,  and  the  name  is  of  English  origin. 
Its  members  have  been  known  in  America  since 
1642.  and  among  them  have  been  many  distin- 
guished men,  who  in  times  past  have  done  much 
toward  the  development  and  advancement  of  their 
lespective  localities.  The  present  generation 
worthily  represents  this  old  and  honorable  name. 

The  records  tell  that  John  Mead  located  in 
Greenwich,  Conn.,  in  1642,  and  our  subject  has 
descended  from  him  through  John  (2),  John  (3), 
Ebenezcr,  Ebenezer  {2),  Solomon,  Clark  and 
Richard.  His  great-grandfather,  Solomon  Mead, 
was  l)orn  in  Greenwich,  Conn.,  in  1725,  and  died 
11;  1812,  in  South  Salem,  N.  Y. ;  he  was  the  first 
pastor  of  the  South  Salem  church,  and  remained 
in  charge  there  for  forty-eight  years.  His  son 
Clark  was  born  in  South  Salem,  as  was  also  his 
son  Richard,  the  birth  of  the  latter  taking  place 
Oct.  26,  1795.  During  the  p>eriod  of  the  Revolu- 
tion Rev.  Solomon  Mead  was  an  eloquent  and 
stirring  preacher.  His  first  wife  was  Hannah 
Strong,  and  his  second  Hannah  Clark.  They 
reared  a  family  of  five  children. 

Clark  Mead,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
reared  on  a  farm,  but  was  of  a  mechanical  turn 
of  mmd,  and  is  said  to  have  made  the  first  practical 
electrical  machine  in  his  locality.  Undoubtedly 
he  was  a  fine  workman.  His  death  occurred  Jan. 
8,  1832,  when  he  was  aged  sixty-three  years.  He 
married  Lois  Gilbert,  who  was  born  in  South 
Salem,  N.  Y.,  and  died  Jan.  21,  1851,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-nine  years ;  she  was  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church  for  more  than  forty 
years.  They  reared  a  family  of  seven  children. 
A  relative  of  the  grandfather,  also  of  the  name 
of  Solomon  Mead,  was  a  well-known  man  in  mili- 
tary affairs,  and  held  the  position  of  colonel  of  the 
militia. 

Kichard  Mead,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
reared  on  the  farm  in  South  Salem,  N.  Y.,  and  re- 
ceived part  of  the  old  homestead  as  his  portion. 
lie  lived  to  be  over  eighty  vears  of  age,  and 
tlironirhout  life  followed  farming.  For  "a  num- 
ber of  years  he  held  the  rank  of  orderly  sergeant 
in  the  militia,  and  he  was  a  well-known  and  highly 
csteeincd  citizen,  and  Xov.  9,  1825,  married  Han- 
nah Kceler,  who  was  born  in  South  Salem  in  1805, 
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daughter  of  Ammi  and  Phoebe  (Strang)  Keeler, 
the  former  of  whom  lived  until  about  eighty,  and 
the  latter  also  reaching  that  age.  They  had  two 
children,  Hannah  and  Henry.  The  son  became 
one  of  the  leading  men  of  Westchester  county,  was 
president  of  the  County  Agricultural  Society,  and 
was  noted  as  the  introducer  into  the  county  of  all 
kinds  of  improved  farming  machinery ;  he  died 
at  the  age  of  sixty-three.  The  maternal  great- 
grandparents  of  our  subject  were  Jeremiah  and 
Elizabeth  (Weed)  Keeler.  Five  sons  were  born 
to  the  parents  of  our  subject,  all  of  whom  survive: 
Solomon,  subject  proper  of  this  sketch ;  Clark,  a 
resident  of  South  Salem,  who  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, contracting  and  road  construction ;  Linus, 
president  of  the  Crystal  Ice  Co.,  who  is  mentioned 
elsewhere;  Henry,  a  resident  of  Xew  Haven:  and 
Stephen  S.,  residing  in  South  Salem,  who  for  twen- 
ty-live years  was  the  leading  man  in  the  fimi  of 
Robert  B.  Bradley  &  Co.,  agricultural  implement 
dealers,  of  X'ew  Haven.  The  mother  is  still  liv- 
ing in  South  Salem,  at  the  age  of  ninety-seven, 
most  remarkably  well  preserved,  and  is  a  beloved 
member  of  her  son's  family.  Both  she  and  her 
husband  became  connected  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church  about  1832,  and  she  is  the  oldest  member 
of  that  body.  During  their  earlier  years  both  par- 
ents took  a  very  active  part  in  church  affairs. 

Solomon  Mead,  our  immediate  subject,  was 
bom  in  South  Salem,  X".  Y.,  X'ov.  10,  1829,  and 
spent  his  years  tmtil  he  was  eighteen,  under  the 
parental  roof.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
I  common  schools  and  at  the  Ridgefield  Academy^ 
and  then  taught  school  for  three  winters,  in  Xew 
Canaan,  South  Salem  and  Pound  Ridge.  Follow- 
ing this  experience  he  went  to  Albany  and  entered 
the  State  University,  where  he  finished  the  course, 
and  in  1852  came  to  Xew  Haven,  where  for  three 
seasons  he  attended  the  Scientific  Department  of 
Yale.  His  tastes  were  in  the  line  of  agriculture 
and  horticulture,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  he 
purchased  fifty-two  acres  of  land  lying  in  the  west- 
ern suburban  part  of  X"ew  Haven,  near  where  he 
still  resides.  At  that  time  the  nearest  house  was 
nearly  half  a  mile  away.  Here  he  engaged  in 
raising  fruits  and  vegetables  for  the  Xew  Haven 
market,  continuing  thus  until  1863.  Mr.  Mead  has 
always  been  interested  in  mechanics,  and  in  1863 
invented  the  celebrated  conical  plow,  which  he  in- 
troduced, and  in  the  manufacture  of  which  he  was 
engaged  from  1864  to  1879,  at  which  date  the 
plant  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Mr.  Mead  then  sold 
part  of  his  interest  to  S.  E.  Olmstead  &  Co..  of 
Xorwalk,  Conn.  In  connection  with  his  other  work. 
he  had  also  dealt  to  some  extent  in  ice,  having  or- 
ganized the  Crystal  Ice  Company. 

In  1880  Mr.  Mead  was  called  to  go  to  ^[an^- 
field  to  establish  the  Storrs  Agricultural  School, 
the  first  school  of  its  kind  in  the  State.  When 
.\ugustus  Storrs  offered  a  farm  to  the  State  to 
establish    an    agricultural     school    the    committee 
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came  to  IMr.  Mead  to  take  the  position  of  principal 
and  professor  of  agriculture,  and  he  accepted  the 
trust.     John  M.  Hall,  now  president  of  the  New 
York,    New    Haven    &    Hartford    R.    R.,    was    the 
treasurer  of  the  institution.     Thus  the  foundation 
of  the   Storrs   Agricultural    School   or   College   of 
to-day  was  laid.     There  were  from  thirty  to  forty 
students   at  first.      Mr.    Mead    returned'  to     New 
Haven,   where   a   large   contract   for  straightening 
West  river  was  placed  in  his  hands.       This  work 
required  several  years,  and  was  accomplished  with 
a  dredge  of  his  own  construction,  and  which  was 
moved  by  rollers  on  the  surface  of  the  meadow. 
Later  he  built  a   floating  dredge,   which   he   used 
from  1881,  doing  an  immense  amount  of  work  with 
it.     In    1900  he  sold  the   dredge,  and   since   then 
has  lived  somewhat  retired   from  active  life.     He 
has  invented  and  received  patents  for  five  dififerent 
devices,  all  in  the  line  of  his  own  needs,  and  he 
has  invented  other  useful  things  in  the  line  of  agri- 
cultural and  mechanical  appliances.     In   1856  Mr. 
Mead  built  his  first  house,  which  he  sold,  building 
another,  which  he  also  sold,  coming  then,  in  1867, 
to  his  present  place,  which  he  has  since  rebuilt  and 
remodeled.     Air.  ]\Iead  has  sold  almost  all  of  his 
land,  which  is  now  covered  with  residences. 

In  January,  1855,  Mr.  [Nlead  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Elizabeth  Chapin  Deming,  a  daughter 
of  William  Deming,  who  was  born  in  Derby.  His 
last  days  were  spent  in  New  Haven,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  Mr.  Dem- 
ing married  Phebe  !Munson,  a  daughter  of  Joseph 
K.  ]\Iunson,  a  prominent  man  in  this  section,  who 
was  connected  with  David  Humphrey,  who  intro- 
duced the  culture  of  sheep  in  this  locality.  ]\Irs. 
Deming  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  at  the 
home  of  our  subject.  One  son,  William  F.,  died 
at  the  age  of  thirty-five.  Mr.  and  2\Irs.  ^^lead 
had  seven  children :  Franklin  Bacon,  who  died 
aged  eight  years ;  Sophia,  who  died  when  five  years 
old ;  William  D.,  an  engineer  in  the  city,  who  mar- 
ried Anna  Price  and  has  two  children,  Esther  E. 
and  Kenneth  Whitney;  Fanny  E.,  who  married 
Claudius  H.  Post,  an  engineer  in  New  Haven,  and 
has  one  child,  Harold  Deming;  Charles  B.  and 
George  Walker,  twins,  the  latter  deceased,  the 
former  married  to  3Iaggie  Post  (he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  various  lines )  ;  and  ]\Iary  A.,  who  re- 
sides with  her  sister  in  New  Haven.  The  mother 
of  these  died  April  23,  1890,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
nine  years,  and  in  1894  Air.  Mead  married  Aliss 
C.  Adele  Green,  daughter  of  Switzer  and  Joanna 
R.   Green,  of  Cambridge,  New  York. 

As  a  part  of  his  wedding  tour  and  visit,  in 
1855.  to  his  native  town,  South  Salem,  N.  Y.,  Air. 
Alead  gave  a  course  of  scientific  lectures,  embrac- 
ing several  on  the  primary  principles  of  geology, 
and  others  on  the  practical  application  of  chemistry 
to  the  interests  of  agriculture:  and  he  also  gave 
the  address  at  the  Westchester  County  Agricultural 
Society's    annual    exhibition.      While     practically 


and  especially  interested  in  agriculture,  he  became 
a  life  member  of  the  New  England  Agricultural 
Society.  In  politics  Air.  Alead  has  long  been  a 
Republican,  although  in  his  earlier  years,  during 
the  time  it  flourished,  he  favored  the  Free  Soil 
party.  He  was  president  of  one  of  the  principal 
societies  of  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School,  of  Yale. 
In  1854,  in  connection  with  others,  he  started  what 
was  named  the  Young  Alen's  Association,  for  the 
improvement  of  young  men,  much  on  the  order  of 
the  Y.  AI.  C.  A.,  which  organization  continued 
several  years.  Later  he  was  at  the  founding  of 
the  Young  Alen's  Christian  Association,  and  he  and 
his  family  have  always  been  in  sympathy  with  its 
v.'ork,  and  prominent  in  church  work.  Formerly 
they  attended  the  First  Church  in  New  Haven, 
but  for  the  past  twelve  years  have  worshipped 
and  been  connected  with  the  Dwight  Place  Church, 
in  which  Air.  Alead  has  long  held  the  office  of 
deacon,  and  has  been  both  Sunday-school  teacher 
and  librarian,  having  been  identified  with  some 
religious  work  ever  since  his  vouth.  He  is  a  life 
member  of  the  American  Sunday  School  Union, 
and  he  'is  a  well  wisher  of  all  causes  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  human  race. 

WILLIAAf  HENRY  PLUALMER  was  born 
in  New  York  City  Oct.  4,  1825,  on  the  site  where 
A.  T.  Stewart's  famous  store  was  built.  Losing 
his  father  when  quite  young,  he  remained  with  his 
mother  in  the  city,  receiving  a  good  practical  edu- 
cation. In  1850  he  removed  to  Ansonia,  Conn., 
and  for  a  few  years  was  associated  with  Josiah 
Pierce  in  the  manufacture  of  clock  cases.  He  left 
manufacturing  to  engage  in  mercantile  business. 
Purchasing  a  clothing  and  shoe  store,  he  carried 
on  the  business  alone  for  a  time,  and  later,  as  the 
business  increased,  he  built  the  large  store  now 
occupied  by  W.  A.  Fellows.  William  D.  Galpin 
became  his  partner,  and  the  business  was  success- 
fully conducted  for  several  years.  Air.  Plummer 
retiring  and  Air.  Galpin  continuing  the  business 
until  succeeded  by  W.  A.  Fellows.  Honesty, 
economy,  industry  and  temperance  always  bring  a 
good  and  honorable  harvest. 

Politically  Air.  Plummer  was  a  Republican,  and 
he  always  took  a  great  interest  in  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  the  town,  and  was  privileged  to  see 
many  improvements  during  the  fifty  years  of  his 
residence  here.  Naturally  of  a  modest  disposition 
he  declined  to  accept  public  office,  but  served  as 
a  member  of  the  town  school  committee  and  on  the 
board  of  assessors  for  several  years.  Although 
baptized  and  reared  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  he 
attended  the'  Congregational  Church,  with  which 
his  family  was  prominently  identified,  giving  it 
financial  support. 

On  Oct.  14,  1852,  Air.  Plummer  was  married 
to  Eugenia  H.  Ailing,  only  daughter  of  Zenas  and 
Sarah  H.  Ailing,  a  descendant  of  Roger  Ailing, 
in  the  eighth  generation.  Two  daughters  were  bom 
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of  this  union,  Sarah  Dwight  and  Luella.  Mr. 
IMnnnnor  departed  this  life  Feb.  2,  1901,  and  his 
wile  joined  him  in  the  land  that  knows  no  care 
Aug.  15,  following. 

CHARLES  AUSTIN  WARREN  was  bom 
Ian.  12,  1826,  in  Cedar  Hill,  now  part  of  New 
Haven,  and  is  a  son  of  Dr.  Sparrow  Warren,  of 
llic  Aslifield,  Mass.,  family  of  that  name,  who  were 
in  the  same  line  of  ancestry  as  Gen.  Joseph  War- 
ren, of  Revolutionary  fame.  Dr.  Sparrow  Warren 
was  one  of  a  family  of  seven  children.  The  eldest 
daughter,  Mercy,  died  at  the  old  home  when  near- 
ly ninety  years  old.  The  youngest  son,  Lewis 
Warren,  died  at  the  age  of  forty  years,  but  his 
widow  survived  to  the  age  of  ninety-eight,  pass- 
ing away  Sept.  3,  1901,  at  the  old  Warren  home. 

Dr.  Sparrow  Warren  was  born  in  Ashfield, 
Mass.,  and  with  his  elder  brother,  Joseph,  early 
in  the  century  studied  medicine  at  Cummington, 
Mass.,  under  the  well-known  Dr.  Peter  Bryant, 
father  of  the  poet,  William  CuUen  Bryant.  The 
class  comprised  six  students,  who  made  the  jour- 
neys to  and  from  the  Doctor's  on  horseback,  over 
the  Cummington  hills.  Dr.  Joseph  Warren  com- 
menced his  practice  as  village  doctor  at  ^Nliddle- 
field,  Mass.,  a  few  years  later  returning  to  his-  na- 
tive town,  Ashfield,  where  he  continued  to  follow 
liis  profession  until  late  in  life,  dying  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five  years.  After  his  graduation  Sparrow 
\\  arren  removed  to  New  Haven,  locating  at  Cedar 
Hill,  in  the  same  neighborhood  where  his  sister, 
Mrs.  Jonathan  Maltbie,  resided;  ]\Ir.  Alaltbie  was 
a  brother  of  Holme  Maltbie.  the  old  book  pub- 
n>her  of  New  Haven.  Dr.  Warren  followed  his 
j)rofession  in  New  Haven  and  adjacent  towns  un- 
til his  death,  March  6,  1836,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
five.  He  married  Harriet  Converse,  and  they  had 
three  children,  William  CuUen,  Julia  Ann  and 
Charles  Austin.  William  Cullen  Warren  repre- 
sented his  district  in  the  ^lassachusetts  Legisla- 
ture; he  died  Alarch  i,  1892,  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years,  and  his  home,  iSIaple  Grove  Farm,  passed 
into  the  possession  of  his  only  son.  Mrs.  Harriet 
(Converse)  Warren  was  the  eldest  of  ten  children 
born  to  Amasa  and  Sina  Converse,  of  Windsor, 
Mass.,  and  died  Feb.  14,  1856,  aged  fifty-seven 
years.  Three  of  her  brothers  married  Connecticut 
women.  Dr.  William  and  Darwin  marrying  sis- 
ters, members  of  the  old  Monroe  family  of  Guil- 
tord ;  and  the  younger,  Albert,  marrying  ]\laria 
^  ale,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Yale  (who  died  in 
Nfw  Haven  in  1843),  ^  great-great-grandson  of 
Elihu  Yale,  of  New  Haven,  through  whose  gen- 
<.rosity  in  1718,  by  "books  and  money,"  Yale  Col- 
lege was  established.  The  eldest  brother.  Dr. 
William  Converse,  who  was  the  second  in  order 
of  birth  in  the  family,  practiced  medicine  in  North 
r.ranford.  Conn.,  until  impaired  health  induced 
him  to  return  to  his  native  State.  Albert  Con- 
verse engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  the  lower 


part  of  New  Haven,  but  the  coast  climate  im- 
paired his  health,  and  necessitated  his  removal 
to  an  interior  town  in  Massachusetts,  where  he  died 
in  middle  life;  his  widow  lived  to  an  advanced 
age  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  where  their  grandchildren 
still  live.  The  youngest  sister,  Sarah  Walker  Con- 
verse, was  married  Dec.  11,  1850,  to  Rev.  J.  Gay 
Dana,  a  Congregational  minister  then  located  in 
Adams,  Mass.,  who  preached  in  Housatonic  and 
adjoining  towns  as  supply  until  his  sudden  death, 
which  occurred  June  18,  1899,  at  Housatonic, 
when  he  was  eighty-seven  years  old.  ]\Irs.  Dana 
died  Aug.  28,  1895,  '"  Housatonic,  aged  seventy- 
four  years.  Their  only  son,  Stephen  Dana,  is  a 
prominent  divine  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  has 
been  settled  for  over  thirty  years  as  pastor  of  the 
Walnut  Street  Presbyterian  Church. 

Charles  Austin  Warren  received  a  practical  ed- 
ucation, attending  the  Lancasterian  School,  of 
which  John  Lovell  was  teacher.     He  also  studied 


at    the    evening   sessions,     conducted     by 


George 


Beckwith,  of  Almanac  fame.  Thrown  on  his  own 
resources  at  the  early  age  of  twelve  years,  he 
worked  his  way  upward  until,  when  twenty-one 
years  old,  he  started  in  business  for  himself,  open- 
ing a  market  and  dealing  in  provisions.  Some  fif- 
teen years  afterward  he  engaged  in  the  real-es- 
tate business.  Mr.  Warren  has  been  identified  with 
the  growth  and  development  of  his  native  city,  and 
many  of  the  streets  along  the  line  of  his  real-es- 
tate' sales  are  beautified  by  trees  of  his  own  plant- 
ing. Various  religious  and  secular  enterprises 
have  been  strengthened  by  his  willing  response 
if  the  appeal  met  his  approval.  Mr.  Warren's 
home  place,  on  the  west  side  of  State  street,  near 
the  junction  of  Middletown  avenue  and  Ferry 
street,  contained  over  forty  acres,  two-thirds  of 
which  were  sold  to  S.  L.  Blatchley  and  his  two 
sons,  Mr.  Warren  retaining  his  interest.  From 
this  point  on  State  street  the  Cedar  Hill  &  New 
Haven  Horse  Railroad  was  started,  in  August, 
1870.  Mr.  Warren  was  the  second  president  of 
this  road,  serving  in  that  office  twenty  years  from 
November,  1870.  The  directors  were  P.  Foster, 
S.  M.  Stone,  F.  Donnelly,  W.  J.  Atwater,  S.  R. 
Blatchley,  Charles  Blatchley  and  C.  A.  Warren. 
Mr.  Warren  was  the  president  of  this  and  the 
Whitney  Avenue  Horse  Railroad  (which  had 
been  bought)  for  over  twenty  years,  at  the  end 
of  which  period  the  road  was  sold  to  a  Boston  and 
New  York  electric  syndicate.  Mr.  Warren  was 
made  vice-president  and  director  of  this  electric 
line,  which  later  was  absorbed  by  the  Fair  Haven 
Electric  Railroad,  now  (1902)  controlling  all  the 
electric  lines  in  the  town. 

On  Sept.  9,  1850,  Charles  Austin  Warren  mar- 
ried Emeline  Curtiss.  who  was  born  Dec.  22,  1828, 
a  daughter  of  Philo  and  Rachel  Curtiss.  These 
Curtisses  are  descended  from  the  earliest  settlers 
of  the  name  in  Stratford,  Conn.  Two  of  the  fam- 
ily settled  in  Suffield.     Philo  Curtiss  was  born  in 
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Stratford,  the  eldest  of  eleven  children,  was  a 
gunsmith  by  trade,  and  died  in  Hamden  Feb.  22, 
1865,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six.  Philo  Curtiss  was 
a  commissioned  officer  in  the  war  of  1812,  and 
his  company  was  stationed  on  Groton  Heights, 
New  London.  Conn. ;  he  was  granted  a  pension 
for  life,  which,  on  his  death  in  1865.  was  remitted 
to  his  widow,  Rachel,  and  was  continued  until  her 
death  in  the  last  decade  of  the  nineteenth  century, 
when  there  were  few  survivors  of  that  war.  ^Irs. 
Rachel  Curtiss  was  born  in  Hamden,  and  died  in 
East  Fair  Haven,  at  the  age  of  ninety-three  years, 
a  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Martha  (Turner) 
Potter,  and  was  a  descendant  on  both  sides  of  old 
Colonial  stock,  the  earliest  settlers  of  Ouinnipiac, 
her  parents  being  in  the  fourth  generation  from 
the  settlers  in  Xew  Haven,  in  1635,  who  were 
signers  of  the  original  Plantation  Covenant  and 
prominent  in  the  early  military  organizations.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Warren  had  two  children:  Mina,  the 
youngest,  died  Sept.  8,  1863,  at  the  age  of  eleven. 
Julia  A.  became  the  wife  of  Rev.  Dr.  Andrew  W. 
Archibald,  May  18,  1876.  Dr.  Archibald,  who  is 
an  author  of  note,  is  pastor  of  the  Porter  Congre- 
gational Church  in  Brockton,  Mass.  His  earliest 
work,  "The  Bible  \'erified''  (of  which  there  have 
been  several  editions),  was  translated  into  both 
Spanish  and  Japanese.  His  last  book,  the  "Trend 
of  the  Centuries,''  was  dedicated  in  commemora- 
tion of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  marriage  of 
his  wife's  parents.  Dr.  Archibald  and  his  wife 
have  three  sons,  the  eldest,  Warren,  married  and 
engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  Brockton.  Alass. 
The  other  two,  Kenneth  and  Cecil,  are  students  at 
Dartmouth  College,  in  the  classes  of  1902  and 
1905,  respectively. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Warren  have  lived 
in  or  near  State  street,  Xew  Haven,  all  their  lives, 
and  they  have  occupied  their  present  residence  for 
thirty  years.  In  X^ational  politics  Mr.  Warren  is 
a  Republican,  in  local  affairs  independent.  He  is 
retiring  in  manner,  genial  and  companionable  by 
nature,  domestic  in  his  habits,  catholic  in  sympa- 
thies for  fellow  men.  and  firm  in  opinion,  and  now 
as  the  years  advance  he  enjoys  the  well  earned  re- 
pose of  a  life  of  industry. 

FREDERIC  WILCOX  (deceased),  who  was 
for  a  long  time  in  business  as  a  druggist  in  the 
Apothecaries  Hall  Co.,  at  Waterbury,  was  born 
June  26,  1844,  in  Portland,  Conn.,  and  died  April 
7,  1897. 

Horace  Burt  and  Flavia  C.  (Mcintosh)  Wil- 
cox, his  parents,  lived  in  Portland,  and  there  young 
Frederic  spent  the  first  fourteen  years  of  his  life, 
attending  school,  and  making  a  fair  start  in  educa- 
tional matter^;.  At  that  age  he  came  to  Water- 
bury,  where  he  grew  up  in  the  family  of  his  uncle. 
Dr.  Henry  F.  Fish,  the  manager  of  the  Apothe- 
caries Hall  Co.  Here  he  finished  his  general 
studies,  and  at  the  Xew  York  Pharmaceutical  Col- 


lege prepared  himself  for  a  career  as  a  chemist, 
spent  a  little  time  in  the  Waterburv  Apothecaries 
Hall  Co.,  and  then  went  to  Xew  York.  From  there 
he  went  on  a  trading  expedition  to  Xew  Granada, 
South  America  and  went  up  and  down  the  Atrato 
river,  gathering  ivory,  nuts  and  rubber  from  the 
natives,  shipping  samt  to  the  companv  in  Eng- 
land; he  continued  thus  about  five  years'.  In  18O9 
Air.  Wilcox  came  back  to  Portland,  Conn.,  where 
he  spent  some  time  in  the  recuperation  of  his 
health,  which  was  badly  shattered.  He  then  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Scovill  Alanufacturing 
Co.,  in  Waterbury,  as  chemist,  and  remained  with 
them  about  a  year.  Returning  to  Apothecaries 
Hall,  he  was  instrumental  in  establishing  the  laro-e 
wholesale  business  of  that  concern,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  was  its  manager  and  secretary. 

On   May  2^,    1871,   Mr.   Wilcox  married   Lucy 
Hodges,    who   was    born    in    Torrington,    Conn.,   a. 
daughter  of  Levi  and  Delia  C.    (Drake)    Hodges, 
of  Winchester,  Conn.,  the  former  of  whom,  a  farm- 
er at  Torrington,   died  in    i860;   the   latter  is   still 
living.     After  their  marriage  Air.  and  Mrs.   Wil-  '  | 
cox  settled  in   Waterbury,   where  they  lived  until     \ 
his  death.     They  reared  a'  family  of  three  children :     I 
William  H.  is  a  chemist  with  the  Benedict  &  Burn-    ' 
ham-  Alanufacturing  Co. ;   Levi   is  in  the  Apothe- 
caries Hall  Co.  as  a  clerk;  Alice  M.  is  at  home. 
Mr.  Wilcox  was  a  Republican,  served  as  council- 
man for  one  year,  and  always  took  an  active  part 
in  all  matters  of  public  interest.     He  was  one  of 
the    leading  citizens    of   his    day.      He   was    State    \ 
chemist  for  several  years,  and  a  man  of  consider-    i 
able  prominence  in  the  business  world.     Fraternally 
he   was  a   Freemason  and  an   Odd  Fellow,   being 
connected  with  the  local  lodges  of  these  orders  at 
Waterbury.     He  was  a  member  of  the  old  Scien- 
tific Society,  was  prominent  as  a  chemist,  and  his 
judgment    was   always   highly    valued   and   almost     . 
invariably  correct.     For  many  years  he  was   sec- 
retary   of    the     Pharmaceutical   Association.     The 
family  attend  the  Second  Congregational  Church. 

HOX.  ALBERT  CL'SHMAX  HENDRICK. 
The  ancestry  of  the  subject  of  this  biography  reaches 
back  to  Holland  and  Scotland.  Grandfather  Coe 
Hendrick  was  born  in  Compo.  Westport,  Conn.,  and 
later  removed  to  X'ew  Haven  where  he  died.  He 
served  his  country  in  the  Revolutionary  war  both  on 
land  and  on  sea.  Joel  Dennis  Hendrick,  his  son, 
was  born  in  X'^ew  Haven,  and  married  Maria  Mc- 
Duel,  a  native  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  whose  father  was 
lost  at  sea.  The  McDucl  family  came  from  Scot- 
land. Joel  Dennis  Hendrick  and  wife  reared  a 
family  of  nine  children  :  John  McDuel,  now  living 
a  retired  life  in  Xew  Haven;  Caroline  married  Ed- 
ward McXeil.  and  is  deceased ;  William  D.  resides 
in  X"ew  Haven ;  Maria  married  X'orris  B.  Mix.  a 
prominent  resident  of  Hamden,  Conn. ;  Eliza  mar- 
ried L.  A.  Dickinson,  of  Hartford,  and  is  deceased  r 
Joel,  deceased ;  Mary  married  William  Stuart,  and 
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both  are  deceased ;  Charles  B.,  is  a  resident  of  New 
Haven;  Albert  Cushman.  ]Mr.  Hendrick  was  a 
shoemaker  by  trade,  and  followed  that  occupation 
all  his  life.  A  good  and  pious  man,  he  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  in  New 
Haven,  the  first  meeting  being  held  under  his  roof. 
Both  he  and  wife  died  in  New  Haven. 

Albert  Cushman  Hendrick  was  born  March  7, 
1833,  was  reared  in  New  Haven  and  attended  the 
old  Lancasterian  school  of  that  city.  After  leaving 
school  he  learned  the  coach  trimming  trade,  serving 
an  apprenticeship  and  then  went  to  }vlemphis,  Tenn., 
where  he  remained  one  year,  when  he  returned  to 
New  Haven.  Until  i860  he  was  employed  contin- 
uously at  his  trade,  but  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
war  caused  a  change  in  his  future.  At  this  time 
Mr.  Hendrick  was  twenty-seven  years  old,  and  for 
five  years  he  had  belonged  to  the  New  Haven  Grays. 
He  enlisted  with  them  for  service  for  three  months 
in  the  2d  Conn.  V.  I.,  serving  as  first  sergeant.  A 
commission  as  first  lieutenant  was  tendered  him  by 
Gov.  Buckingham  in  Company  C,  of  the  12th  Conn. 
V.  I.,  and  this  he  accepted,  and  with  his  regiment, 
the  first  to  arrive  at  New  Orleans,  ser\'ed  in  the  De- 
partment of  the  Gulf  for  nearly  two  years.  In  No- 
vember, 1863,  he  was  promoted  to  be  captain  of 
Company  E,  same  regiment.  On  Sept.  19,  1864,  he 
was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Winchester,  Va.,  his 
regiment  having  been  sent  North  into  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley  under  Gen.  Sheridan.  Capt.  Hendrick 
was  mustered  out  of  service  in  December,  1864, 
by  reason  of  the  expiration  of  his  term,  and  returned 
to  New  Haven. 

On  July  24,  1865,  Capt.  Hendrick  was  appointed 
chief  of  the  fire  department  of  the  city  of  New 
Haven,  having  been  one  of  its  efficient  officers  pre- 
vious to  the  war,  and  continued  in  the  office  until 
Feb.  I,  1892,  when  the  position  of  general  inspector 
of  the  National  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  was 
offered  him,  which  he  accepted,  holding  that  position 
for  two  and  one-half  years.  He  resigned  on  ac- 
count of  the  travel  the  office  required,  the  business 
extending  from  Maine  to  Texas.  Upon  his  retire- 
ment from  the  fire  department,  with  which  he  had 
so  long  been  associated,  he  received  many  valuable 
testimonials  from  the  fire  department,  the  city,  and 
from  private  citizens,  one  of  these  being  in  the  form 
of  a  book  with  four  hundred  autographs  of  the  city's 
most  prominent  citizens,  the  work  on  which  valuable 
testimonial  was  done  by  Tiflfanv,  at  an  expense  of 
$1,000. 

In  1869  Capt.  Hendrick  was  chosen  as  command- 
ant of  the  New  Haven  Grays,  Cempany  "F,"  Conn. 
National  Guard,  serving  as  such  for  six  years,  when 
ke  was  promoted  to  the  office  of  brigade  adjutant, 
with  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  serving  efficiently  in 
that  capacity  for  the  two  following  yeaVs.  In  the  fall 
of  1894  ^[r.  Hendrick  was  honored  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  with  election  as  mayor  of  the  city  of  New 
Haven,  serving  two  years.  Although  the  city  is 
considered  Democratic  by  2,500,  Mr.Hendrick  was 


elected  by  1,700  majority,  thus  proving  the  confi- 
dence and  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  whole 
community. 

Mr.  Hendrick  has  been  prominently  identified 
with  many  of  the  public  enterprises  in  New  Haven 
since  the  Civil  war.  In  1872  he  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  National  Association  of  Fire  Engin- 
eers, serving  as  its  president  for  one  year  and  as  its 
treasurer  for  fourteen  years.  During  his  adminis- 
tration as  mayor  of  the  city  many  needed  improve- 
ments were  carried  out  and  the  city  was  well  man- 
aged as  to  its  government  and  finances.  Frater- 
nally he  is  connected  with  the  Masons,  Wooster 
Lodge,  No.  79;  City  Lodge,  No.  36,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; 
and  is  a  charter  member  of  Admiral  Foote  Post,  No. 
17,  G.  A.  R.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Military 
Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion  of  the  United  States-, 
Commandery  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  also 
of  the  Army  and  Navy  Club  of  Connecticut. 
During  the  many  years  that  Mr.  Hendrick  has  been 
before  the  public  his  services  have  been  efficiently 
and  cheerfully  given,  and  in  his  native  city  he  is 
deservedly  esteemed.  ^ 

BENJAMIN  ADOLPHUS  HOSLEY,  a  pro- 
gressive farmer  of  Branford,  was  born  June  i,  1823, 
On  what  is  known  as  the  Samuel  Beach  homestead, 
in  the  borough  of  Branford.  Tradition  has  it  that 
the  family  came  from  England,  and  settled  in  Gill. 
Mass.  The  name  was  originally  spelled  "Horsley," 
and  that  spelling  is  still  retained  by  certain  branches 
of  the  family. 

Loring  -Dwight  Hosley,  the  father  of  Benjamin 
A.,  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  about  181 5  came 
from  Gill,  Mass.,  to  Branford,  where  he  worked  for 
a  time  at  blacksmithing  and  moulding,  and  later  at 
farming,  in  1827  coming  into  possession  of  the 
farm  on  which  his  son  Benjamin  is  now  living,  and 
where  he  died  in  1855,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years. 
He  married  Anna  Aritta,  daughter  of  Samuel  Beach, 
of  Branford,  who  married  a  lady  named  Barker. 
Samuel  Beach  was  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Anna 
(Sheldon')  Beach,  the  former  a  son  of  Elnathan  and 
Lydia  (Hamilton)  Beach.  Elnathan  Beach  was  a 
son  of  David,  a  grandson  of  Nathaniel,  and  a  great- 
grandson  of  John  Beach,  the  emigrant,  who  settled 
in  New  Haven  in  1647.  The  children  of  Loring  D. 
and  Anna  A.  (Beach)  Hoslev  were:  William  B.; 
Benjamin  Adolphus ;  Mary,  who  married  Clark  Bur- 
well  ;  Charlotte,  wife  of  Elisha  Ludington ;  Melin- 
tha ;  David  B. ;  George  T.  B. ;  Abigail,  wife  of 
Elizur  Johnson;  and  Thaddeus. 

Benjamin  A.  Hosley  was  reared  on  the  farm, 
and  with  the  exception  of  fifteen  years  which  he 
spent  in  East  Haven  he  has  made  Branford  his 
home.  He  received  a  good  common-school  educa- 
tion, and  was  reared  to  farming.  Mr.  Hosley  was 
married  April  2,  1849,  to  Lois  Ward,  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Judith  (Shepard)  Ward,  residents  of 
\'ermont.  This  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  the  following  children:     Benjamin  Forest;  Anna 
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M.,  now  Mrs.  George  \\.  Dorev;  Judith  M.;  Carrie, 
Mrs.  George  W.  McClure;  John"  H. ;  WiUiani  H.,  | 
and  Edward  K. 

BENJAMIN  Forest  Hoslev,  the  eldest  son  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  East  Haven  Aug.  i,  1852. 
Reared  at  East  Haven  and  in  Branford,  he  received 
a  good  common-school  education,  and  learned  the  ; 
carpenter's  trade,  beginning  his  apprenticeship  at 
the  age  of  ei^jhteen.  In  Branford  he  had  his  first 
building  contract,  the  erection  of  a  bakery,  and  since 
that  time  he  has  led  a  successful  career  as  a  con- 
tractor and  builder  in  that  city.  In  1891  he  put  up 
the  four-story  building  known  as  the  Hosley  block. 
In  the  upper  three  stories  of  this  building  is  con- 
ducted the  "Deleven  Hotel,"  which  is  pronounced 
the  leading  hotel  of  the  place.  He  has  successfully 
carried  out  a  large  number  of  other  important  build- 
ing contracts,  including  many  private  buildings  in 
Branford  and  adjoining  regions.  Besides  his  home 
in  Branford  ]Mr.  Hosley  owns  several  buildings  in  : 
that  place,  as  well  as  a  cottage  at  Sunset  Beach,  In- 
dian Neck.         ■  j 

Mr.  Hosley  has  been  married  twice,  his  first  wife  ; 
being  Idella  Pond,  of  Branford,  who  died  Jan.  5,  \ 
1893.  His  second  wife  to  whom  he  was  married  I 
Jan.  17,  1895,  was  Louisa  A.  Zink,  daughter  of  Dr.  , 
Walter  and  Carrie  Zink,  of  Branford.  Bv  this  1 
union  he  has  two  children,  Carrie  and  Flora.  1 

Mr.  Hosley  is  a  member  of  Woodlawn  Lodge, 
No.  39,  K.  of  P.,  and  also  belongs  to  the  K.  H.,  the 
N.  E.  O.  P.  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  In 
politics  ht  has  taken  an  independent  position,  and 
on  the  strength  of  his  personal  character  and  well- 
known  business  ability  was  elected  warden  of  Bran- 
ford in  1900. 

FREDERIC  B.  HOADLEY,  a  retired  business 
man  of  Waterbury,  was  born  in  Sheffield,  Mass., 
Sept.  30,  1839,  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  four  chil- 
dren born  to  Henrv  H.  and  Jane  (Callender)  Hoad- 
ley. 

Hial  Hoadley,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a 
farmer  in  Naugatuck,  Conn.,  and  was  in  all  likeli- 
hood born  in  that  tow^n.  He  married  Sena  Benham, 
and  they  at  once  settled  on  a  farm  in  Naugatuck, 
where  were  born  to  them  four  children,  in  the  fol- 
lowing order:  Henry  H.,  father  of  Frederic  B.; 
Mary,  w^ho  married  John  Coe,  the  proprietor  of  a 
tannery  at  Beacon  Falls,  Conn.;  Augusta,  who  was 
married  to  Isaac  Coe,  superintendent  of  the  Amer- 
ican Pin  Co.  at  Waterbury  at  the  time  of  his  death ; 
and  Eben,  deceased,  who  was  a  lumber  dealer  in 
Waterbury,  and  had  been  a  yard  superintendent  for 
many  years. 

Henry  H.  Hoadley  was  born  in  Naugatuck  Aug. 
19,  1816,  and  was  reared  in  Sheffield,  to  w^hich  place 
he  had  been  taken  when  ten  years  of  age.  He  be- 
came a  farmer  and  surveyor.  To  his'  marriage  with 
Jane  Callender.  who  was  born  in  Sheffield,  daughter 
of  Aaron  and  Nancy  (  Keep)  Callender,  were  born 
four    children,    towit:     Frederic  B.,  the  subject  of 


this  sketch ;  Mary  E.,  who  became  the  wife  of  A.  N. 
Cowles.  of  Sheffield;  George  A.,  who  is  a  professor 
of  physics  in  Swarthmore  College,  Pennsylvania ; 
and  Alfred  H.,  a  physician  in  Northampton,  Mass. 
The  father  of  this  family  died  in  Sheffield.  Sept.  6, 
1880,  and  the  mother  survived  until  Feb.  7,  1891. 

Frederic  B.  Hoadley  remained  on  the  Sheffield 
farm  until  twenty  years  of  age,  and  was  educated  in 
the  meantime  in  the  district  and  high  schools.  On 
March  12,  18G0,  he  came  to  Waterbury  from  Massa- 
chusetts and  entered  the  American  pin  factory, 
where  he  remained  twenty-four  years,  working  up 
to  the  responsible  position  of  foreman  of  the  stick- 
ing department.  In  1884  he  ventured  into  the  fire 
insurance  business.  Some  time  afterward  he  was 
appointed  foreman  of  the  pin  department  in  the 
Plume  &  Atwood  factory,  but  did  not  relinquish  his 
insurance  interests,  and  for  twelve  years  continued 
in  both.  Ahout  that  time  Air.  Floadley  was  ap- 
pointed president  and  treasurer  of  the  Washburn 
Manufacturing  Co.,  which  position  he  filled  with 
consummate  ability  until  called  upon  by  the  New 
England  Pin  Co.,  at  Winsted,  who  wanted  an  expert 
to  aid  in  the  sticking  department  and  otTered  the 
position  to  Mr.  Hoadley.  He -accepted  and  held  the 
situation  eighteen  months,  at  the  end  of  that  time 
retiring  to  Waterbury  to  care  for  his  rents  and  other 
private  interests. 

On  Jan.  i,  1867,  Mr.  Hoadley  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  C.  Cowles,  a  daughter  of  Corral  Cowles, 
of  Sheffield,  and  they  have  had  five  children,  viz. : 
Carroll,  who  died  in  infancy;  Mary  L.,  who  also 
died  young;  Henry  A.,  w^ho  is  a  teller  in  the  Fourth 
National  Bank  of  Waterbury ;  Bessie  N.,  still  under 
the  parental  roof;  and  Aliriam  G.,  who  passed  away 
at  a  very  early  age. 

Mr.  Hoadley  has  always  taken  an  active  and 
deep  intereft  in  religious  and  fraternal  societies.  In 
i860  he  joined  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation, of  which  he  was  treasurer  for  many  years 
and  president  one  year.  He  was  treasurer  of  the 
First  Congregational  Benevolent  Contributions  for 
thirty  years,  and  in  1889  was  elected  a  deacon  of 
the  church.  He  is  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W., 
for  two  years  in  succession  was  master  workman, 
has  filled  all  the  offices,  and  was  for  eight  years 
financier.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arca- 
num, and  has  been  or  is  prominent  in  work  in  all 
these  orders  and  societies.     In  politics  he  is  a  Re- 

;  publican. 

1 

BOOTH.  Throughout  the  la^  century  the 
name   of   Booth   has   been   prominent   in   the   com- 

i  mercial  world  of  New  Haven,  and  in  his  day  for 
fiftv  vears  no  man  in  the  city's  history  stood 
higher   in    business    circles    than    Nathaniel    Booth, 

j  whose  name  is  still  identified  with  the  business  he 

j  established  and  built  up.  Some  of  his  descendants 
and  their  families  allied  by  marriage  are  still  resi- 

]  dents  of  the  city. 

I         The  Booth  family  is  an  old  and  prominent  one 
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in  Xcw  Kni^laiul.  Tradition  has  it  that  three 
hmtluTs,  sons  of  Richard  Booth,  of  Cheshire,  Eng- 
land, canio  to  New  England  between  1630  and  1640, 
landin"  at  Xew  Haven.  Richard,  the  eldest,  set- 
tled in  Stratford,  Conn.,  in  1640,  one  year  after  the 
.•settlement  of  that  town;  John  settled  in  Southold, 
i,.  I.;  and  the  younger  brother  went  to  the  North. 
(Jf  these,  Richard  was  the  progenitor  of  many  of 
the  Conr.ecticut  Booths.  His  father,  says  tradition, 
was  the  fifth  son  of  Sir  William  Booth,  Knight, 
who  dieil  and  was  buried  in  Bowdon,  Cheshire, 
England,  in  September,  1578.  Richard  Booth,  son 
of  Sir  William  Booth,  and  the  father  of  the  three 
brothers  who  came  to  America,  died  in  December, 
1628.  Richard  Booth,  of  Stratford,  Conn.,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth,  sister  of  Capt.  Joseph  Hawley,  who 
was  the  first  town  clerk  of  Stratford,  in  1640,  and 
the  ])rogenitor  of  a  numerous  family.  Richard 
Bootli's  name  appears  often  in  the  town  records  of 
his  day  as  townsman  or  selectman  and  in  other 
commissions  of  office  and  trust.  He  had  a  large 
estate.  He  was  probably  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  the  mother  of  his  children,  who  were: 
Elizabeth,  Anne,  Ephraim,  Ebenezer,  John,  Jo- 
soph,  Bethiah  and  Joanna.  The  last  mention  of 
Richard  r.ooth  extant  is  in  ^larch,  1688-89,  when 
lie  was  in  his  eighty-second  year. 

X.\TH.\xii:[.  l')0(jTii,  of  Xew  Haven,  was  born 
in  Stratford,  Conn.,  and  with  his  family  removed 
to  W'tKxlbury  at  the  age  of  two  years.  His  line 
from  Richard  is  through  (H)  Joseph,  (HI)  James, 
(I\')  James  (2).  and  (V)  Hezekiah.  (IV)  James 
Booth  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He 
formed  a  company  at  the  time  of  Tryon's  invasion, 
ami  the  Historical  Society  at  Bridgeport  has  his 
pay-roll.  Miss  Booth,  the  daughter  of  our  subject, 
has  a  photograph  copy  of  same.  \M-iile  yet  in  his 
'teens  Xathaniel  Booth  came  from  Woodbury  to 
Xew  Haven,  entering  as  a  clerk  the  drug  store  of 
Xathaniel  Lewis,  in  Chapel  street,  where  stands  the 
Lewis  building,  and  there  he  obtained  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  pharmaceutics.  He  finally  embarked 
in  the  drug  business  for  himself  in  1825,  and,  as- 
sociated with  the  late  John  Bromham.  established 
the  well-known  firm  of  Booth  &  Bromham,  in 
State  street,  which  continued  until  dissolved  March 
5-  1847,  ^Ir.  Booth  continuing  the  business  until 
January,  1849,  when  he  was  burned  out.  Upon  the 
old  site  he  erected  a  brick  building,  which  later  he 
rented  to  Cowles  &  Leete,  to  whom  he  sold  the 
drug  business.  He  then  built  on  the  corner  of 
<  Hive  and  Water  street,  where  he  carried  on  the 
manufacture  of  varnish,  to  which  he  gave  his  close 
per-onal  attention,  soon  winning  for  this  commod- 
ity an  extensive  sale.  The  output  from  his  estab- 
i^liuKMit  stood  high,  and  ranked  among  the  stand- 
rrd  products  of  the  kind  throughout  the  country. 
Mr.  i'.ooth  was  a  man  of  great  energv  and  industry, 
and  applied  himself  continuouslv  to  active  business 
I«jng  after  he  had  reached  the  meridian  of  life. 
Durnig  the  latter  years  of  his  active  life  he  asso- 


ciated with  him  in  the  business  his  sons,  Xathaniel 
and  Lewis,  under  the  firm  name  of  X.  Booth  & 
Sons.  Later  Lyman  M.  Law  was  taken  into  tlie 
partnership,  the  firm  becoming  Booth  &  Law,  un- 
der which  name  the  business  is  still  carried  on.  He 
was  a  most  excellent  citizen,  a  man  of  the  strictest 
honor  and  integrity,  one  whose  business  career  fur- 
nishes an  excellent  example  for  the  young  man. 
He  was  a  regular  attendant  and  member  of  the 
Trinity  Church,  in  which  he  was  a  vestryman,  and 
gave  liberally  to  church  and  benevolent  work.  He 
was  a  Freemason  in  his  earlier  years,  but  although 
Kindly  to  all  and  sociable  in  disposition,  was  most 
attracted  bv  home  life.  He  was  a  man  of  large 
physicjue,  and  a  typical  gentleman  of  the  old  school. 

On  Alay  8,  1825,  Mr.  Booth  was  married  to  | 
Ann  Bromham,  sister  of  John  and  daughter  of  1 
Capt.  John  Bromham,  a  sea  captain,  who  was  bont  > 
in  Bristol,  England.  He  died  Feb.  26.  1866,  aged 
S'i-xty-nine  years,  and  his  wife  passed  away  iNIarch 
27,  1880.  Their  remains  rest  in  Evergreen  ceme- 
tery. Their  children  were  :  x\nna,  who  married 
Lyman  'SI.  Law;  X'athaniel,  who  was  in  business 
with  his  father,  and  died  in  1858;  Lewis,  who  was 
also  engaged  in  business  with  his  father,  and  died 
in  1875;  Julia;  Emily  Bromham,  who  died  m  1896; 
John;  John  (2)  ;  and  Alary  Lewis,  of  Xew  Haven, 
Conn.  Julia  and  Mary  Lewis  are  the  only  sur- 
vivors. They  reside  in  the  old  homestead,  which 
was  built  in  1800,  and  bought  by  Air.  Booth  in 
1844.     Both  sisters  are  members  of  the  D.  A.  R. 

DAVID  L.  DURAXD,  for  many  years  a  well- 
known  and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Derby,  was 
born  in  Birmingham,  Oct.  18,  1841,  and  is  a  worthy, 
representative  of  one  the  honored  old  families 
of  Xew  Haven  county.  Among  both  his  paternal 
and  maternal  ancestors  we  find  the-  names  of  many  j 
associated  with  positions  of  trust  and  responsibil- 
ity, both  in  church  and  State.  They  were  well  rep- 
resented in  the  Revolutionary  army.  His  great- 
great-grandfather  and  four  sons,  among  them  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  were  in  that 
army  and  did  good  service  for  their  country.  They 
were  also  represented  in  the  second  war  with  Great 
Britain  in   1812. 

David  Durand,  our  subject's  paternal  grand- 
father, was  born  in  1790,  and  engaged  in  farming 
throughout  life.  He  married  Alaria  Leavenworth, 
a  native  of  the  town  of  Huntington,  Fairfield  Co., 
Conn.,  and  a  daughter  of  Edmund  Leavenworth. 
By  this  union  were  born  four  children,  namely : 
William  L..  father  of  our  subject;  Elizabeth  M.. 
wife  of  Xelson  M.  Beach,  now  of  Derby;  Martha, 
wife  of  Eli  Xichols,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn. ;  an;i 
Frederick,  who  has  been  a  teacher  for  many  years, 
and  lives  in  Shelton,  Connecticut. 

William  L.  Durand  was  born  in  this  county  ;n 
1814,  and  in  early  life  went  to  Xew  Haven,  wj-.ere 
he  learned  the  harness  maker's  trade,  which  he  sub- 
sequently followed  in  Derby,  but  was  finally  obliged 
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to  give  it  up  on  account  of  ill  healtli.  He  worked 
in  various  places,  but  in  i860  returned  to  Derby, 
where  he  died  May  2,  iSyS.  In  1838  he  married 
Miss  Ruth  Coe,  who  was  born  in  iieacon  Falls, 
Conn.,  in  18 17,  a  daughter  of  John  Allen  and  Grace 
Coe.  Her  father  was  born  in  Derby  in  1792,  and 
was  a  son  of  John  Coe,  Jr.,  a  resident  of  that  town, 
and  a  grandson  of  John  Coe,  who  came  to  this 
county  from  Stratford,  Conn.  Mrs.  Durand  died 
Dec.  10,  1900.  She  was  the  mother  of  four  chil- 
dren: (ij  Mary,  who  died  Feb.  2~,  1856,  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years.  (2)  David  L.  is  our  subject. 
(3)  Cynthia  J.  died  Feb.  25,  1856,  at  the  age  of 
ten  years.  (4)  William  F.  was  born  in  1859,  and 
was  graduated  at  the  Annapolis  Xaval  Academy  in 
1880,  second  in  a  class  of  about  eighty ;  he  served 
for  ten  years  in  the  navy  and  then  went  to  Lansing, 
Mich.,  where  he  was  a  professor  in  the  State  Agri- 
-cultural  College  for  a  time.  After  going  abroad 
he  was  made  professor  of  naval  architecture  and 
marine  engineering  at  Cornell  University,  with 
which  he  has  now  been  connected  for  about  seven 
years.  He  married  Aliss  Charlotte  Kneen,  who  is 
of  English  descent. 

When  only  a  year  old  David  L.  Durand  was 
taken  by  his  parents  to  Beacon  Falls,  and  in  that 
place  and  Xew  Haven  he  grew  to  manhood.  He 
completed  his  education  in  the  Naugatuck  high 
school  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  then  served 

j  an  apprenticeship  to  the  machinist's  trade  in  the 
Farrell  Foundry  and  Machine  Co.,  of  Ansonia, 
Conn.,  where  he  remained  a  year  and  a  half.     In 

i     September,    1861,    he    enlisted    in    the    loth    Conn. 

;  V.  I.,  and  was  stationed  along  the  coast  much  of 
the  time  he  was  in  the  army.  Being  a  skilled  ma- 
chinist, his  services  were  valuable  to  the  govern- 
ment, and  for  a  time  he  had  charge  of  a  repair  shop 
for  a  military  railroad  at  Xewbern,  X.  C.  He  was 
in  active  service  on  Morris  Island,  when  Fort 
Sumter  was  reduced  by  the  Union  army,  in  1863. 
He  was  wounded  at  Drury's  Blul¥  ]\Iay  14,  1864, 
and  on  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment  was 
honorably  discharged  in  September  of  that  year. 
Returning  Xorth,  he  located  in  Waterbury,  Conn., 
where  he  was  identified  w"ith  the  brass  business  un- 
til 1884,  and  then  came  to  Derby,  being  made  gen- 
eral superintendent  of  the  Osborn  Cheeseman 
Brass  Works.  Upon  the  organization  of  the  Bir- 
mingham Brass  Co.  he  was  made  secretary,  treas- 
urer and  general  manager,  which  position  he  held 
for  five  years,  and  under  his  able  management  the 
business  steadily  prospered.  He  left  that  company 
when  the  plant  came  into  the  possession  of  other 
parties,  and  for  a  time  held  a  responsible  position 
with  the  Coe  Brass  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Ansonia.  In  Oc- 
tober, 1 90 1,  Mr.  Durand  and  family  removed  to 
Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  where  they  now  reside. 

In  1869  Mr.  Durand  married  Miss  Caroline  S. 
Bishop,  who  died  in  1883,  leaving  no  children.  For 
his  second  wife  he  married  Miss  Mary  W.  Cheese- 
man,  of  Derby,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  Georgia 


C.  George  Weeks  Cheeseman,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Durand,  was  born  in  Xew  York  in  1822,  a  son  of 
George  Cheeseman,  also  a  native  of  Xew  York, 
who  died  when  his  son  was  a  mere  child.  The  lat- 
ter continued  his  residence  in  Xew  Y'ork  until  six- 
icen  years  of  age,  when  he  came  to  Stratford,  Conn., 
and  completed  his  education  iu  the  schools  of  that 
l-'lace.  Subsequently  he  served  as  bookkeeper  for 
Edward  X.  Shelton,  of  Birmingham,  for  two  years, 
and  then  engaged  in  the  dry-goods  and  grocery 
business  with  John  W.  Osborn,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Osborn  &  Cheeseman.  They  also  manufactured 
hoop  skirts,  etc.,  and  later  engaged  in  the  brass 
busmess,  erecting  factories  at  Shelton  and  An- 
sonia. In  politics  Mr.  Cheeseman  was  a  Republi- 
can. He  died  in  1891,  aged  sixty-eight  years.  He 
was  a  leader  in  the  work  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  was 
liberal  to  the  poor,  and  always  interested  in  prac- 
tical benevolences.  Air.  Cheeseman  married  Sarah 
A.  Durand,  a  sister  of  Charles  Durand,  of  An- 
i  sonia,  and  to  them  were  born  four  children :  ]\Iary 
I  \V.,  wife  of  our  subject;  George  H.,  who  died  at 
\  the  age  of  twenty-five  years ;  Charles  D.,  who  re- 
j  sides  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  and  Wilbur  P.,  who 
j  died  in  infancy. 

j         The  Republican  party  finds  in   Mr.   Durand  a 

'  stanch  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  during  his 

residence  in   Waterbury  he  was  a  prominent  and 

mfluential   member    of    the    town    committee    for 

many   years.      He    was    also    master   of    Harmony 

'  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  eminent  commander  of  Clark 

j  Commandery,   Xo.   7,   K.   T. ;   and   is   an   honored 

;  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

GILBERT    BEXJAMIX    H  O  T  C  H  K  I  S  S. 
;  Among   the  prominent  dairy   farmers   and   worthy 
j  citizens  of   Waterbury,   Xew   Haven  county,   none 
I  stand  higher  in  public  esteem  than  the  gentleman 
I  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch.     He  was  born 
i  in  the  town  of  Prospect,  this  county,  Aug.  i,  1833, 
i  and  belongs  to  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  families  of 
the  X'^augatuck  Valley.     The  name  has  been  various- 
ly spelled  Hodge,  Hoskins,  Hodgkins  and  Hotch- 
kiss. 

Samuel  Hotchkiss,  of  Essex,  England,  the 
founder  of  the  family  in  America,  and  supposedly 
the  brother  of  John  Hotchkiss,  who  settled  in  Guil- 
ford, Conn.,  was  one  of  the  first  to  locate  in  Xew 
Haven,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
dying  there  Dec.  28,  1663.  He  was  married  in  the 
X'ew  Haven  Colony,  in  1642,  to  Elizabeth  Cleverly, 
and  thev  had  six  children,  namely:  John,  born  in 
1643, _  married  Elizabeth  Peck;  Samuel,  born  in 
1645,  married  Sarah  Talmadge ;  James,  born  in 
1647,  ti'cd  unmarried;  Joshua,  born  Sept.  6,  165 1,  is 
•  mentioned  below ;  Thomas,  born  Aug.  31,  1654,  mar- 
!  ried  Sarah  Wilmot :  and  Daniel,  born  June  8,  1657, 
married  Esther  Sperry. 

Ensign  Joshua  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Samuel,  was 
born  in  X'^ew  Haven,  and  became  one  of  the  leading 
men  of  that  colony,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life, 
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dving'  at  a  ripe  old  age.  On  Nov.  27,  1677,  he 
wedded  Alary  Pardee,  and  they  had  seven  children, 
whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  were  as  follows : 
Mary,  April  30,  1679;  Stephen,  Aug.  12,  1681  ;  Mar- 
tha, Dec.  14,  1683;  Priscilla,  Dec.  30,  1688;  Abigail, 
Oct.  12,  1695;  and  Thankful  and  Jesse,  twins,  Jan. 
15,  1701.  Alartha  married  Thomas  Brooks  and  set- 
tled in  Cheshire,  Connecticut. 

Deacon  Stephen  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Ensign 
Joshua,  was  bom  in  Xew  Haven,  and  from  there  re- 
moved to  what  is  now  Cheshire,  then  W'allingford, 
in  1706.  He  was  deacon  of  the  church  at  that  place 
for  thirty-one  years,  and  was  quite  prominent  in  the 
affairs  of  the  town.  He  died  there  Alarch  5,  1755, 
and  was  buried  in  Cheshire  cemetery.  On  Dec.  12. 
1704,  he  married  Elizabeth  Sperry,  daughter  of  John 
Sperry,  and  to  them  were  born  twelve  children : 
Joshua,  born  Nov.  26,  1705;  Elizabeth,  born  Feb. 
15,  1707,  and  died  young;  Mary,  born  July  i,  1708, 
married  Dr.  Nathan  Burns ;  Hannah,  born  Jan.  10, 
1710,  married  Stephen  Atwater;  Elizabeth,  born 
Feb.  18,  1712;  Gideon,  born  Dec.  5,  1716;  Stephen, 
born  Dec.  i,  1718;  Silas,  born  Xov.  22,  1719;  Han- 
nah, born  Feb.  23,  1722;  Bathshua,  born  Sept.  7, 
1726;  Benjamin,  born  Feb.  i,  1728,  married  Eliza- 
beth Roiberts ;  and  Xoah,  born  Xov.  24,  1731,  died 
Jan.  13,  1760. 

Deacon  Gideon  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Stephen,  was 
born  and  reared  in  the  town  of  Cheshire,  and  when 
a  young  man  moved  to  what  is  now  Prospect,  then  a 
part  of  W'aterbury,  where  he  bought  a  tract  of  land 
and  engaged  in  farming  throughout  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  He  was  quite  prominent,  and  was  one  of  the 
best  known  citizens  of  the  X'augatuck  valley.  He 
was  deacon  of  the  church  at  Salem,  now  Xauga- 
tuck,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  organizers,  and 
was  also  one  of  the  principal  men  who  founded  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Prospect,  then  Columbia, 
of  which  he  was  deacon  for  many  years,  serving  in 
that  office  from  1783  to  1807.  He  was  ensign  in 
the  French  and  Indian  war  under  Capt.  Edward 
Lewis,  and  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant. 
During  the  Revolutionary  war  he  was  captain  of  a 
company  in  the  Continental  army.  He  died  Oct. 
3,  1807,  at  the  age  of  ninety-one  years,  leaving  105 
grandchildren,  155  great-grandchildren,  and  four 
great-great-grandchildren.  On  June  16,  1737,  he 
married  Anne  Brockett,  daughter  of  John  Brockett, 
of  Cheshire,  then  a  part  of  Wallingford.  By  this 
union  were  born  thirteen  children :  ( i )  Jesse,  born 
Oct.  9,  1738;  (2)  David,  born  April  5.  1740,  was 
the  great-grandfather  of  Berkley  S.  Hotchkiss,  men- 
tioned elsewhere  in  this  volume;  (3)  Abraham,  who 
was  born  May  3,  1742,  and  died  the  same  day;  (4) 
Abraham,  our  subject's'  grandfather,  born  March 
25,  1743;  (5)  Gideon,  born  Dec.  31,  1744,  wedded 
Alary  Scott,  and  died  Jan.  6,  1819;  (6)  Hulda,  who 
was  born  June  2"/,  ly^J,  and  married  Joseph  Payne ; 
(7)  Anna,  who  was  born  Oct.  22,  1749,  and  married 
Reuben  Williams;  (8)  Amos,  born  Xov.  24,  1751, 
(his  grandson  Julius  Hotchkiss,  born  July  11,  1810, 


married  Malissa,  daughter  of  Enoch  Perkins,  of 
Oxford,  Conn.  Julius  was  the  original  manutac- 
turer  of  suspender  webbing  in  W'aterbury,  and  the 
first  mayor  of  W'aterbury,  and  afterward  removed 
to  Middletown)  ;  (9)  Submit,  who  was  born  June 
2.  1753.  and  married  David  Payne;  (10)  Titus,  born 
June  26,  1755;  (11)  Eben,  Dec.  13,  1757;  (12) 
Ashel,  Feb.  15,  1760;  and  (13)  Benoni,  July  27, 
1762.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  Aug.  i, 
1762,  and  on  Feb.  22,  1763.  the  father  married  Mabel 
Stiles,  daughter  of  Isaac  Stiles,  of  Woodbury, 
Conn.  She  died  Sept.  3,  1807.  By  the  second  mar- 
riage there  were  seven  children:  (i)  Mabel,  who 
was  born  Alay  23,  1764,  and  married  Chauncey 
Judd;  (2)  Phebe,  born  Aug.  29,  1765;  (3)  Han- 
nah, who  was  born  Oct.  14,  1766,  and  died  Xov.  26, 
1766;  (4)  Stiles,  born  April  31,  1768;  (5)  Olive, 
Nov.  21,  1769;  (6)  Millicent,  Alay  16,  1771  ;  and 
(7)  Amzi,  July  3,  1774.  Jesse,  a  son  of  Gideon,  was 
also  a  soldier  of  the  French  and  Indian  wars,  and 
the  following  letter  was  written  to  him  by  his  fa- 
ther while  in  the  service : 

Saratoga,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  16,  1757. 
My  Dear  Son: 

After  my  tender  regards  to  you,  hoping  these  lines  may 
find  you  in  good  health  as  I  am  at  present,  and  so  was  your 
mother  and  brother  and  sisters  and  all  your  and  our  friends 
when  I  came  from  home. 

You  will  hear  the  melancholy  news  of  our  fort. 

I  understand  you  were  well  the  last  I  heard  from  you 
and  of  the  welfare  of  all  our  friends.  Give  my  love  to 
Lieut.  Beebe  and  Col.  Weed,  and  tell  Col.  Weed  that  I 
would  not  have  him  send  me  any  letter  but  what  he  is  will- 
ing every  one  should  see,  for  they  break  almost  all  open  that 
come.     You  will  hear  the  reason  of  our  being  here. 

I  have  not  time  to  write  for  the  men  are  now  agoing 
and  so  I  must  conclude  with  a  word  of  advice  to  you 
beseeching  of  you  to  seek  of  Him  that  is  able  to  deliver  you 
and  to  sanctify  and  cleanse  you  from  all  sin.  O  my  son  I 
beg  cf  God  to  tit  you  for  a  dying  hour;  this  is  the  only  time 
now  while  you  are  in  health. 

Gideon  Hotchkiss. 

Jesse,  then  a  young  soldier  of  nineteen  years, 
lived  to  return  home  from  that  war,  but  lost  his  life 
in  the  Revolution,  dying  Sept.  29,  1776. 

Abraham  Hotchkiss,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, spent  his  entire  life  in  that  part  of  W'aterbury 
now  known  as  Prospect,  and  was  buried  in  Prospect 
cemetery.  He  was  a  land  owner  and  farmer.  On 
Dec,  28,  1767,  he  married  Hannah  Weed,  daughter 
of  John  Weed,  and  they  had  six  children  whose 
names  and  dates  of  birth  were  as  follows :  John, 
Nov.  16,  1768;  Ezra,  March  2,  1772;  Lois,  Jan.  2. 
1773;  Hannah,  July  5,  1775;  Joel,  Nov.  29,  1781; 
and  Benjamin,  June  18,  1786.  Joel  died  in  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Benjamin  Hotchkiss,  our  subject's  father,  was 
reared  and  educated  in  Prospect,  and  in  later  lite 
owned  and  operated  a  farm  there.  In  politics  he 
was  a  W'hig.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  active  and 
influential  members  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  they  were  among  the  first  Sunday-school 
teachers  in  the  tow^n  of  Prospect.  He  died  there, 
Feb.  I,  1842,  and  was  buried  in  Prospect  cemetery. 
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He  was  married,  July  26,  1807,  to  Hannah  Beacher, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Beacher.  She  was  born 
June  I,  1789,  and  died  in  Union  Mills,  La  Porte  Co., 
Ind.,  Oct.  12,  1854.  In  their  family  were  six  chil- 
dren: (i)'  Horace,  born  Sept.  29,  1809,  was  a 
school  teacher  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Burton, 
Geauga  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  died  leaving  his  chil- 
dren, Lester  and  ^lary.  His  wife  also  is  deceased. 
(2)  Lyman,  born  June  4,  1812,  was  a  carpenter  and 
joiner,  and  settled  in  Delaware  county,  Ohio.  He 
married.  Sarah  Ann  Scott,  and  at  his  death  left  two 
children.  Flora  Amelia  and  Adeline.  (3)  Harriet, 
born  Nov.  19,  1815,  engaged  in  teaching  school  and 
married  Julius  Way.  They  first  settled  in  Union 
Mills,  La  Porte  Co.,  Ind.,  thence  removed  to  Illi- ' 
nois,  and  finally  to  Colorado,  where  they  both  died. 
Their  children  were,  Lyman.  ]\Iaria,  Amelia.  Ellen 
and  D wight.  (4)  Emeline,  born  Dec.  14,  18 18,  was 
married  Feb.  28,  1850,  to  David  Beal.  They  first  set- 
tled in  Hopedale,  Mass.,  and  later  in  Mendon.  They 
had  one  child,  Rufus,  who  married  and  became  the 
father  of  five  children,  Arthur,  Carrie  ( who  died 
April,  1901),  Lillian,  Walter  and  Bertha.  (5) 
Rosanna,  born  Jan.  10,  1824,  married  Whiting  B. 
Dudley,  and  they  settled  first  in  Cheshire,  later  in 
Prospect,  and  lastly  in  W'aterbury,  where  they  died. 
Their  children  were  Emily  Maria,  deceased :  Mary 
Louise,  wife  of  Emerson  Hotchkiss,  mefitioned  else- 
where in  this  volume ;  and  Rose,  who  married  John 
Hermann,  and  has  three  children,  Ruth,  Hazel  and 
Dudley.  (6)  Gilbert  Benjamin,  who  completes  the 
family. 

During  his  boyhood  Gilbert  B.  Hotchkiss  at- 
tended the  district  schools  of  Prospect,  and  a  public 
school  of  Xaugatuck.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  years 
he  went  to  Union  Mills,  Ind.,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  until  1856,  when  he  disposed  of  his  inter- 
ests there  and  returned  to  Waterbury,  Conn.  He 
located  on  the  Stephen  Hotchkiss  farm,  where  for 
the  past  forty-five  years,  he  has  successfully  engaged 
in  dairy  farming  and  stock  raising.  He  has  made 
many  improvements  upon  the  place,  and  now  has  a 
valuable  and  desirable  farm.  He  is  quite  a  prom- 
inent and  influential  man  in  his  community,  and  is 
highly  respected  by  all  who  know  him.  Politically 
he  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and  fra- 
ternally is  a  charter  member  of  Mad  River  Grange, 
and  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  of  Water- 
bury.  A  sincere  and  consistent  Christian,  he  takes 
a  deep  interest  in  church  affairs,  and  has  served  as 
deacon  of  the  Prospect  Congregational  Church  since 
1865,  and  with  the  exception  of  two. years,  as  super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday-school  since  1864.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  American  Tract  Society,  and 
his  life  has  ever  been  in  harmony  with  his  profes- 
sion. 

On  Jan.  7,  1856,  ^Ir.  Hotchkiss  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Emma  Chatfield,  a  native  of 
Waterbury,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Edward  and  Phebe 
Irene  (Hotchkiss)  Chatfield,  a  granddaughter  of 
Joseph  and  Polly  (Payne)  Hotchkiss;  and  a  great- 


great-granddaughter  of  Gideon  Hotchkiss,  who  was 
also  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject.  They 
have  two  children :  ( i )  Hattie  Rosanna,  born  Jan. 
10,  1864,  is  the  wife  of  William  S.  Strong,  born 
April  27,  1865,  and  has  one  daughter,  Emma  Rhoda, 
bora  Nov.  29,  1893.  (2)  Jennie  Irene,  born  Aug. 
19,  1866,  was  married  Oct.  25,  1894,  to  George  Eph- 
riam  Nettleton,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  born  Jan.  22, 
1871,  and  they  have  three  children,  Grace  Elizabeth, 
Irene  Gilbert  and  Gilbert  Henry. 

The  Ch.vtfield  Family,  to  which  Mrs.  Hotch- 
kiss belongs,  was  founded  in  this  country  by  three 
brothers,  Francis,  George  and  Thomas  Chatfield, 
who  came  from  England  in  1639  in  Rev.  Henrv 
Whitfield's  company,  and  located  in  Guilford,  Conn., 
where  Francis  died  in  1647.  Thomas  removed  to 
New  Haven,  and  later  to  East  Hampton,  Long  Is- 
land, where  he  was  quite  a  prominent  man ;  he 
served  as  magistrate  under  the  Connecticut  juris- 
diction. George  Chatfield,  from  whom  Mrs.  Hotch- 
kiss is  descended,  was  a  resident  of  Guilford  from 
1639  to  1663,  and  then  moved  to  Killingworth, 
Conn.,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dy- 
ing there  June  9,  1671.  His  remains  were  interred 
there.  For  his  first  wife  he  married  Sarah  Bishop. 
who  died  Sept.  30,  1657,  leaving  no  children,  and 
for  his  second  wife  he  married  Isabel  Xettleton, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Xettleton.  They  had  three 
children:  John,  born  April  8,  1661  ;  George;  Aug. 
18,  1668;  and  ]\Iercy,  April  26,  1671. 

John  Chatfield,  son  of  George,  was  but  two  years 
old  when  the  family  moved  to  Killingworth,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood.  In  1684  he  removed  to  Derljy, 
Conn.,  where  he  receivea  a  tract  of  land,  and  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  On  Feb.  5,  1684, 
he  married  Anna  Harger,  daughter  of  Jabez  Har- 
ger,  of  Derby,  and  to  them  were  born  the  following 
children :  Sarah,  who  was  born  Dec.  5,  1686,  and 
was  married,  July  15,  1706,  to  John  Davis.  Jr.; 
Alary,  born  April  29,  1689;  Abigail,  who  was  born 
Sept.  16,  1693,  and  married  Gideon  Johnson;  Han- 
nah, who  was  married  to  John  Coe ;  Lieut.  John, 
born  Feb.  21,  1697;  Samuel,  who  is  mentioned  be- 
low; Ebenezer,  who  was  born  July  4,  1703,  and  was 
married  in  1728,  to  Abigail  Prindle;  and  Solomon, 
who  was  born  Aug.  13,  1708,  and  married  to  Han- 
nah Pierson. 

Samuel  Chatfield,  son  of  John,  was  born  in 
Derby,  Aug.  28,  1699,  and  from  there  removed  to 
Oxford,  Conn.,  and  later  to  Waterbury.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  church  at  the  latter  place.  During  the 
Revolutionary  war  he  served  as  a  soldier  of  the  Con- 
tinental army  from  July  9.  1780,  until  the  8th  of  the 
following  December.  He  died  in  1797.  He  was  tiiree 
times  married,  his  first  wife  being  Ann  (surname  not 
given);  his  second,  Joanna  Gunn,  died  Aug.  20, 
1783:  he  married,  third,  widow  Lydia  Peck,  on  Jan. 
I,  1784.  He  had  seven  children :  Mary,  born  Jan.  8. 
1750,  died  Sept.  8.  1751:  Abraham  was  born  Dec. 
29,  1761  ;  Joanna  born  May  2f,  1766,  married  .\bcl 
Gimn;  Sarah,  born  April  21,  1768,  married  Andrew 
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O^biiTU ;  Joseph,  born  June  18,  1770,  was  the  grand-  j 
father  of  Mrs.  Hotchkiss ;  Josiah,  born  Dec.  10,  1 
,V--  married  Olive  Tucker;  and  Rachel,  born  Dec.  j 
s' V-'-S  'married  Stephen  Tucker.  i 

'  Joseph  Chatficld,  Mrs.  Hotchkiss'  grandfather,  1 
passed  his  entire  hfe  as  a  farmer  and  shoemaker  in  i 
\\  atcrbury.  He  married  Polly  Payrie,  daughter  of 
Davul  and  Submit  (Hotchkiss)  Payne,  ana  to  them 
were  born  the  following  children:  Joseph  Edward, 
father  of  Mrs.  Hotchkiss,  was  the  eldest;  Annie 
married  David  Wooster;  Fanny,  born  May  27,  1803, 
married  Edward  Russell ;  Rebecca  was  married  in 
1S28  to  R.  M.  Wheeler  and  settled  in  Michigan; 
Mitty,  born  July  13,  1806,  married  Albert  Wooster; 
Burrett  was  born  Feb.  27,  180S;  INIary  died  unmar- 
ried; Dennis  was  born  July  3,  1812;  Henry  was 
born  Sept.  10,  1816;  Samuel  was  next  in  order  of 
birth;  and  Jane,  baptized  Oct.  14,  1821,  was  adopted 
by  Lyman  Bradley,  and  married  Dr.  Blakeslee. 

Joseph   Edward    Chatfield,    the    father   of   ]\Irs. 
Hotchkiss,  was  also  a  lifelong  resident  of  Water- 
bury,    where    he    followed    his    trade    of    carpenter 
and  joiner,  and  where  he  died  Oct.  20,    1830,    in 
middle  life.     On  Nov.  24,  1823.  he  married  Xancy 
Scoville,  daughter  of  William   Scoville.     She  died 
Dec.    26,    1828,    leaving     two     children,    Jane    and 
George,  who  were  baptized  July  6,  1828.     On  Dec. 
I,   1820,  he  married  Phcbe  I.  Hotchkiss,  who  was 
born  Nov.  3,  1800,  and  died  April  2t,,  i860,  daughter 
of   Stephen   and   Tamer     (Richardson)    Hotchkiss. 
The  wife  of  our  subject  was  the  only  child  born  of 
this  union.     In  1838  her  mother  again  married,  her 
second  husband  being  Humphrey  Nichols    (whose 
first  wife  was  her  sister.  Esther),  and  by  this  mar- 
riage she  had  a  son,  Franklin,  who  was  born   in 
August,    1842,    and     died     in    1848.     Her   parents, 
Stephen  and  Tamer  (Richardson)   Hotchkiss,  were 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:      (i)  Joseph; 
(2)  Clarissa;  (3)  Esther,  who  became  the  first  wife 
of  Humphrey    Nichols,  and    died    leaving    eleven 
children,  Stephen,  Isaac,  Harriet,  Emeline,  William, 
Ann,  Nancy,  Ely,  Noyes,  Esther  and  David;   (4) 
Chloe,  who  married  William  Baldwin,  and  had  five 
children,  Joseph  Ives.    Tamar    Elizabeth,    William, 
George  Noah  and  Rebecca;  (5)  Lois,  who  died  un- 
married; (6)   Irene,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  (7) 
Phebe  Irene,  who  first  married  Joseph  Edward  Chat- 
field,  and  second  Humphrey  Nichols-. 

MRS.  JANE  V.  (SMITH)  MUNSON,  of 
North  Branford,  is  a  representative  of  an  old  and 
honored  family  of  New  Haven  county.  At  one 
tmie  the  Smiths  owned  a  large  portion  of  the  north- 
western part  of  North  Branford  and  eastern  North 
Haven;  in  fact,  the  village  of  Clintonville  was 
called  Smithtown,  on  account  of  the  large  number 
of  that  name  residing  there.  They  have  always  been 
numbered  among  the  useful  and  valued  citizens  of 
the  community,  and  have  given  their  support  to 
every  enterprise  for  the  public  good. 

Thomas    Smith    the    paternal    grandfather    of 


Mrs.  ^lunson,  was  born  Oct.  10,  1761,  and  died 
Feb.  20,  181 5.  His  first  wife  was  Sarah  Frost, 
who  bore  him  two  sons  and  one  daughter,  Thomas, 
John  and  Sarah.  On  April  22,  1801,  he  married 
Rosanna  Hull,  who  died  Feb.  3,  1846.  To  them 
were  born  five  children,  namely :  Ebenezer,  born 
March  17.  1802,  who  wedded  ^Iary  Ann  Rogers; 
Rosanna,  baptized  June  21,  1812;  Martha,  who 
married  George  L.  Thorpe;  Hiram,  who  was  bap- 
tized May  6,  1810;  and  James. 

Deacon  Thomas   Smith,  Mrs.  Munson's  father, 
was  born  in  North  Haven,  Sept.  20,  1798,  and  died, 
Dec.  10,  1874.     He  was  married  Jan.  24,  1819.  to 
Hannah    Tuttle,    daughter   of   Jude    Tuttle.        She- 
was  born  Jan.  4,  1802,  and  died  Dec.  6,  1876.     To 
this   worthy   couple   came   the   following   children: 
Julius,  born  Dec.  6,  1819,  wedded  Mary  Frost;  he 
was  engaged  in  the  butcher  business  in  Fair  Haven 
and  Hartford,  and  died  in  1894.     George  R.,  born 
Jan.   18.   1821,  married  Emeline  ^lunson.  and  fol- 
lowed  farming  near  the  old  homestead,  where  he 
died  Sept.  13,  1885.     Sarah  Louisa,  born  April  20, 
1824,  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  months.    Thomas  A., 
I  born  Jan.  9,  1827,  is  a  resident  of  North  Branford. 
i  James  Franklin,  born  Dec.  31.  1830,  married  Fran- 
1  ces   E.   Brockett.   and   also   followed   farming  near 
j  the  old  homestead,  where  he  died  April   10,   1899. 
!   Jane   Frances.    Mrs.    Munson.   is   a -twin   sister  of 
i  James  F.       John  W.,  born  Jan.  14,  1835,  first  mar- 
i  ried  Anna  "Fowler  and  second  Ida  Bradley;  he  is 
!  engaged  in  farming  in  Seymour,  Conn.     Julia  A., 
:  born  Aug.  20,    1844.  married  Henry  Harrison,  of 
j  Northford,  and  died  in  New  Haven,  April  12,  1901, 
:  leaving  two  daughters,  Hattie  and  Edith. 
]         On    Dec.    31,    1877,    Miss    Jane   F.    Smith    was 
I  united  in  marriage  with  William  S.  Munson,  who 
1  was  born  Oct.  8,  1826,  and  died  Jan.  i,  1892.     He 
was  an  extensive  farmer  of  Wallingford,  but  since- 
his  death  Mrs.  Munson  has  sold  the  old  homestead.l 
reserving  the  right  to  a  part  of  the  house  as  herj 
residence.     She  also  owns  a  cozy  cottage  at  "The| 
,   Beach,"'    where    she    spends    the    summer    months.  1 
':  She  is  held  in  high  regard  by  all  with  whom  shei 
comes  in  contact,  and  is  loved  and  respected  in  the; 
:  community    where    she    has    so    long  made  heri 
home.  1 

In  maternal  lines  Mrs.  Munson  is  also  con- 
I  nected  with  a  branch  of  the  Smith  family.  Thomas 
!  Smith,  the  first  of  whom  there  is  authentic  record, 
married,  in  1662,  Elizabeth  Paterson,  only  child  of 
i  Edward  Paterson,  and  their  children  were:  John, 
born  March.  1664;  Anna,  April  6,  1665;  John  (21, 
:  June  14,  1669;  and  Thomas,  Jan.  31.  1673. 

Thomas  Smith,  son  of  Thomas,  married  Sarah 
Howe.  They  had  Thomas,  Joseph,  Samud,  Dow 
and  Benjamin. 

Thomas  Smith,  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah,  mar- 
ried Abigail  Goodsell.  and  became  the  father  of 
Thomas, 'born  July  27,  1719:  David,  born  Nov.  15, 
1721  ;  and  Stephen,  born  Nov.  28,  1724. 

Thomas  Smith,  of  the  fourth  generation  to  bear 


524 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


that  name,  married  Eunice  Russel,  March  ii, 
1741.  Their  children  were:  Thomas,  born  Dec. 
10,  1742;  Enos,  Nov.  2,  1744;  Abigail,  Feb.  3, 
1747,  who  married  Stephen  Pardee  in  1768;  Jacob, 
July  7,  1749;  Eli,  Nov.  8,  1751;  Elizabeth,  May 
21,  1754,  who  married  Jesse  Upson  in  1775. 

Thomas  Smith,  son  of  Thomas,  was.  married 
Nov.  20,  1766,  to  Anna  Smith.  Their  children 
were  as  follows :  Betsy,  who  married  Oliver  Todd 
in  1786;  Louisa  (grandmother  of  Mrs.  Munson), 
who  married  Jude  Tuttle ;  Lament ;  and  an  infant 
that  died  unnamed. 

Concerning  Thomas  Smith,  mentioned  above  as 
of  the  fourth  generation  to  bear  the  name,  the 
"East  Haven  Record"  gives  the  following: 

"In  the  war  of  Independence,  which  began 
19th  of  April,  1775,  the  following  persons  were 
lost:  In  1776  Elijah  Smith  was  killed  in  battle  on 
Long  Island ;  Thomas  Smith  conducted  a  fire  ship 
to  the  enemy,  but  was  badly  burnt,  and,  the  attend- 
ing boat  having  left  him  too  soon,  he  had  to  swim 
ashore,  where  he  was  found  three  days  after  in  a 
helpless  state ;  he  was  brought  over  to  Rye,  and 
there  he  died." 

FREDERICK  F.  SCHAFFER,  secretary  of  the 
Goodyear's  India  Rubber  Glove  Manufacturing  Co., 
and  superintendent  of  the  works  at  Naugatuck,  is 
one  of  the  most  popular  and  influential  citizens 
of  that  town.  He  was  bom  June  12,  1853,  in 
the  Kingdom  of  Prussia,  son  of  William  E.  and 
Dorothy  Schaffer.  Our  subject's  father,  who  was  a 
tailor,  emigrated  to  America  with  his  wife  and  in- 
fant son  when  young  Frederick  was  scarcely  a  year 
old,  settling  in  Milltown,  N.  J.,  where  he  carried  on 
his  trade.  Two  other  children  were  born  to  Will- 
iam E.  Schaffer  and  his  wife,  Josephine  and  Ernest, 
the  latter  of  whom  is  dead,  as  are  als;o  the  parents. 

Frederick  F.  Schaffer  attended  school  in  Mill- 
town  and  New  Brunswick  until  he  was  thirteen 
years  old,  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  New 
Brunswick  Rubber  Co.,  with  which  concern  he  re- 
mained some  six  years.  He  then  began  work  in  the 
New  Jersey  Rubber  Shoe  Co.  The  burning  of  the 
plant  in  1876  necessitated  his  seeking  other  employ- 
ment, and  going  to  Naugatuck  he  found  a  situation 
with  the  Goodyear  Co.  He  soon  showed  that  he 
was  endowed  with  intelligence,  capability  and  fidel- 
ity, and  his  promotion  in  the  company's  service  was 
merely  a  question  of  time.  He  rose,  gradually,  until 
he  now  fills  the  responsible  position  absve  named. 
Over  and  again  has  he  demonstrated  his.  innate 
executive  capacity,  and  the  three  thousand  employes 
subordinate  to  his  commands  love  him  no  less  than 
they  respect  and  admire  him.  His  course  has  ex- 
hibited the  possession  of  that  rare  combination  of 
seemingly  diverse  qualities — forcefulness  with  sym- 
pathy, firmness  with  gentleness. 

In  politics  Mr.  Schaffer  is  a  Republican,  yet  such 
is  his  personal  popularity  and  such  the  esteem  and 
confidence  entertained  for  him  bv  his  fellow  towns- 


men that  even  in  a  Democratic  stronghold  he  might 
be  elected  to  any  ofiice  within  the  people's  gift. 
Office-holding,  however,  is  naturally  distasteful  to 
him,  and,  -while  he  has  consented  to  fill  various  local 
positions,  involving  considerable  responsibility,  he 
ha^  persistently  refused  what  might  be  termed  high- 
er political  honors.  He  has  consented  to  serve  as 
selectman,  member  of  the  school  committee  and 
warden;  in  1891  he  was  elected  first  selectman  of 
the  town,  in  spite  of  former  adverse  political  ma- 
jorities. Socially  he  is  a  Freemason  and  an  Odd 
Fellow,  and  holds  a  high. place  in  the  affection  and 
respect  of  his  brethren  of  both  fraternities. 

It  is  such  men  as  our  subject  that  add  luster  to 
the  town  or  municipality  in  which  they  live.  Never 
self-asserting,  he  never  forfeits  self-respect :  while 
benevolent  and  kindly,  he  never  loses  sight  of  exact 
justice;  and  while  always  ready  to  cloak  the  failings 
of  others  with  the  mantle  of  charity  and  silence,  he 
seeks  to  make  his  own  life  free  from  blame  as  the 
natural  imperfections  of  human  nature  will  permit. 

In  December,  1877,  Mr.  Schaft'er  married  ]Mis3 
Minnie  Perkins,  a  daughter  of  Wales  Perkins.,  of 
Naugatuck.  They  had  three  children :  Frederick 
W.,  born  Dec.  18,  1878;  Winnibel  May,  born  Oct. 
20,  1879;  and  Josephine  Hazel,  born  July  13,  1882. 
Mrs.  Schaft'er  died  March  7,  1888,  and  on  Oct.  8, 
1889.  Mr.  Schaft'er  led  to  the  altar  Miss  Melicent  A. 
Nichols,  who  was  born  in  Roxbury,  Conn.,  daugh- 
ter of  Richard  and  Almira'  (Wheeler)  Nichols. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  one  daughter, 
Dorothy  Almira,  born  April  10,  1^91.  All  the 
children  survive,  and  the  domestic  life  of  the  fam- 
ily is  singularly  happy  and  interesting,  ]Mr.  Schaffer 
being  a  generous  husband  and  a  kind  and  indulgent 
father.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schaffer  are  communicants 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  Mr.  Schaffer  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Naugatuck  Church,  of  which  he  is  a 
vestryman. 

BENJAMIN    C.   WOODIN,   an   honored   vet- 
eran  of  the   Civil   war  and  a   well-known   market 
gardener  and  fruit  raiser  of  Hamden,  Conn.,  was 
born  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides,  Jan.  29, 
1828,    a    son    of    Charles    and    Betsey    (Cooper) 
Woodin,  and  grandson  of  Abraham  Woodin.     The 
father  was  also  born  upon  that  farm,  and  there  he 
died  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-two  years.     He 
i  was  an  earnest  member  of  the,  Methodist  Episco- 
!  pal   (Shurch,  and  was  highly  esteemed  throughout 
I  the  community.     In  his  family  were  four  children, 
i  namely:     Eunice   R.,   widow   of   John   L.    Sperry ; 
i  Rhoda    M..   wife  of  Jared   Benham,   of   Hamden ; 
Benjamin  C..  our  subject;  and  William  H.,  a  farm- 
er of  Hamden. 

Benjamin  C.  Woodin  remained  upon  the  home 

farm  with  his  parents  until  nineteen  years  of  age, 

when  he  commenced  working  in  the  rubber  mills 

of  Hamden.  where  he  was  employed  for  four  years. 

i  The  following  three  years  he  worked  in  auger  mills 

i  at  Chester,  Conn.,  and  then  returned  to  Hamden, 
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where  he  lield  a  position  in  the  Churchill  auger 
facturv  for  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
went  to  Xew  York  State,  where  the  following  two. 
\ears  were  passed,  and  on  his  return  to  Hamden 
'resumed  work  in  the  same  factory,  where  he  was 
cmit!i>vcd  until  after  the  Civil  war  hroke  out. 

I'rompted  hy  a  spirit  of  patriotism,  Mr.  Woodin 
eiihsted  Sept.  16,  1861,  as  a  private  in  Company  F, 
-th  Coim.  \'.  I.,  which  was  assigned  to  the  loth 
Army  Corps.  The  regiment  was  mustered  into 
the  I'in'tod  States  service  at  Xew  Haven,  and  was 
stationed  at  Washington,  D.  C,  for  several  weeks. 
()n  Sept.  I,  1862,  he  was  promoted  to  corporal. 
With  his  regiment  he  participated  in  several  en- 
gagements, among  them  being  the  following :  Fort 
I'ulaski,  Ga.,  April  lo-ii,  1862;  Pocotaligo,  S.  C, 
Oct.  22,  1862;  Morris  Island,  S.  C,  July  10,  1863; 
Fort  Wagner,  S.  C,  July  11,  1803;  Chester  Sta- 
tion, \'a..  May  10,  1864;  Bermuda  Hundred,  \'a.. 
May  10-17,  1864;  Bermuda  Hundred,  V'a.,  June 
2,  1864;  Bermuda  Hundred,  Va.,  June  17,  1864; 
Deep  Bottom,  \'a.,  Aug.  14-15,  1864;  and  Deep 
Run,  \'.a.,  Aug.  16-18,  1864.  At  the  battle  of  Deep 
Run  Mr.  Woodin  was  wounded  in  the  wrist  by  a 
minie  ball,  both  bones  being  broken.  The  first 
amputation  was  made  on  the  field.  He  was  sent  to 
the  hospital  at  Hampton  Roads,  where  he  remamed 
six  weeks,  and  was  then  taken  on  transports  with 
800  other  wounded  soldiers  to  Willets  Point,  New 
York.  Through  neglect  of  the  physicians  on  this 
trip,  gangrene  set  in,  necessitating  a  second  am- 
putation. A  few  weeks  after  coming  home  he  went 
to  the  hospital  in  Xew  Haven,  as  amputation  was 
again  necessary,  and  this  time  the  operation  was 
performed  above  the  elbow.  Since  returning  from 
the  war  '\lr.  W^oodin  has  lived  on  the  old  home- 
stead where  he  was  born,  and  is  now  successfully 
engaged  in  market  gardening  and  fruit  growing. 

In  1850  Mr.  Woodin  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Anna  Beckwith,  by  whom  he  had  two 
children  :  Betsey,  now  the  wife  of  Frank  Gorham ; 
and'  Flattie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years.  He 
was  again  married,  in  1869,  his  second  union  being 
with  Miss  Julia  A.  Shipman.  He  has  ever  taken  an 
active  and  prominent  part  in  public  affairs,  has  filled 
the  office  of  assessor  two  terms,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  Legislature  from  Hamden  in  1887.  The  Re- 
publican party  finds  in  him  a  stanch  supporter  of 
its^  principles,  and  he  is  as  true  to  his  duties  of 
citizenship  in  times  of  peace  as  in  time  of  war.  He 
is  now  an  honored  member  of  Admiral  Foote  Post, 
.  G.  A.  R.,  of  Xew  Haven. 

MOXSOX'.  For  260  and  more  years  members 
of  the  family  bearing  this  name  have  resided  in 
Xew  Haven,  and  have  been  prominently  identified 
witli  its  history.  Especiallv  conspicuous  has  been 
the  line  of  the  late  Dr.  Alfred  S.  Monson  through 
several  generations  from  just  before,  through  and 
following  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  among  them 
the  honored   Dr.   Eneas,   Dr.   Eneas    (2)    and   Dr. 


Alfred  S.  Monson.  Several  of  the  sons  of  the  lat- 
ter are  yet  in  active  life  in  the  city,  among  them 
Charles  C.  and  Capt.  Frank  A.  Monson,  substan- 
tial citizens  of  that  community.  These  two  gentle- 
men and  the  other  children  of  Dr.  Alfred  S.  Mon- 
son are  descendants  in  the  eighth  generation  from 
Thomas  Monson,  of  Stratford  and  Xew  Haven, 
their  lineage  appearing  in  order  in  the  following 
generations : 

(I)  Thomas  Monson,  born  about  1612,  first  ap- 
{  pears  in  Xew  England  at  Hartford,  in  1O37,  in 
i  which  year  he  was  in  the  Pequot  war  with  rank  of     I 

captain.  In  about  1640  he  cast  his  lot  wath  the  j 
Quinnipiac  settlers  and  was  at  Xew  Haven.  ]\Ir.  I 
Monson  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  held  public  office,  i 
was  a  Congregationalist  in  religion,  and  was  an  ! 
important  and  prominent  man  in  the  settlement.  ' 
His  death  occurred  May  7,  1685,  and  that  of  his 
wife  Joanna,  Dec.  13,  1678. 

(II)  Samuel  Monson,  son  of  Thomas  the  set- 
tler, baptized  Aug.  7,  1643  married,  Oct.  26,  1665, 
Martha,  daughter  of  William  and  Alice  (Pritch- 
ard)  Bradley.  Mr.  Alonson  was  a  shoemaker  and 
tanner  by  trade,  and  resided  respectively  in  Xew 
Haven,  Wallingford  and  Xew  Haven.  He  was  a 
Congregationalist  in  his  religious  belief.  His 
death  occurred  in  1693. 

(III)  Theophilus  Monson,  son  of  Samuel,  born 
Sept.  I,  1675,  married  Esther,  daughter  of  John 
Mix.  Mr.  ^[onson  was  a  locksmith  by  trade. 
Like  his  ancestors  he  was  a  Congregationalist  in 
his  religious  belief.  He  held  public  trusts  in  Xew 
Haven,  and  there  resided  on  the  southeast  corner 
of  College  and  Wall  streets.  He  died  X'ov.  28, 
1747,  his  wife  Sept.  16,  1746. 

(IV)  Benjamin    Monson.    son    of    Theophilus; 
born  March  28,  171 1,  married  in  June,  1732,  Abi- 
gail, daughter  of  Deacon  John  an  J  Abigail    (Ail- 
ing) Punderson.     Mr.  ]\Ionson  was  a  schoolmaster,    j 
and  resided  for  a  period  in  York  street,  Xew  Ha-    | 
ven,  and  in  the  town  of  Branford,  Connecticut.  I 

(V)  Eneas    Monson,    son   of    Benjamin,    born    | 
Jan.    13,    1734,   married    (first),    March    15,    1761,    ' 
Susannah,    daughter    of    Stephen    and    Susannah 
Howell.     She  died  April  21,  1803,  and  he  married    ; 
(second),    Xov.   24,    1804,     Widow    Sarah     Perit.    I 
His  children  were  born  to  the  first  marriage.     Mr.     1 
Monson  was  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1753. 
He  became  a  minister,  though  not  a  pastor,  and 
later  a  physician.     He  was  Chaplain  to  Lord  Gard- 
ner in  the  French  war  of  1755.     In  1756  he  began 
the  practice  of  medicine  in   Bedford,   X'.   Y.,  and 
he  became  an  eminent  physician,  was  distinguished 

in  science  and  was  celebrated  as  a  wit.  He.  too, 
I  was  a  Congregationalist,  and  in  politics  a  Whig. 
!  He  was  prominent  in  public  affairs,  holding  many 
i  important  trusts.  During  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
,  tiou  he  was  chosen  seven  times  to  represent  Xew 
j  Haven  in  the  Legislature.  His  death  occurred 
I  June  16.  1826.  at  Xew  Haven. 
j         (VI)  Eneas  Monson,  !M.  D,  (2),  son  of  Eneas, 


526 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


born  Sept.  ii,  1763,  married,  May  6,  1794,  Mary 
Shepherd,  born  April  28,  1772,  daughter  of  Levi 
Shepherd,  of  Northampton,  Alass.  Eneas  Monson 
was  graduated  from  Yale,  and  soon  thereafter  (in 
1780)  was  commissioned  surgeon's  mate  in  Col. 
Swift's  Seventh  Connecticut  Continental  Line 
During  the  winter  of  1780-81  his  regiment  was 
■"hutted"  with  the  Connecticut  division  on  the  Hud- 
son, opposite  West  Point.  In  June  following  he 
was  detached  to  assist  Surgeon  Thatcher,  of  the 
Massachusetts  Line,  in  Col.  Scammell's  Light  In- 
fantry Corps,  which  after  engaging  in  one  or  two 
sharp  skirmishes  in  Westchester  county,  marched 
in  August  with  the  army  to  Yorktown,  Va.  There 
it  took  a  leading  part  m  the  siege,  and  was  placed 
with  the  other  select  troops  under  LaFayette,  whose 
position  was  on  the  right  of  the  besieging  line.  Dr. 
Monson  returned  North  and  rejoined  his  regiment, 
which  in  1781-82  was  the  Fourth  Connecticut,  un- 
der Col.  Butler,  and  served  until  the  disbandment, 
in  June,  1783.  Returning  after  the  war  to  New 
Haven,  Dr.  Monson  became  prominent  in  the 
aflfairs  of  the  town  and  city.  Later  he  turned  his 
attention  to  other  and  more  lucrative  pursuits,  be- 
coming a  merchant  and  banker.  Airs.  Monson 
died  Feb.  6,  1848,  and  Dr.  Monson  Aug.  22, 
1852. 

(VII)  Alfred  S.  Monson,  AI.  D.,  son  of  Dr. 
Eneas,  born  Sept.  23,  1795,  married,  Alay  22,  1822, 
Alary  Ann,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Patten,  of  Hart- 
ford. Mr.  Monson  was  graduated  from  Yale  College 
in  1815,  and  took  the  degree  of  AI.  D.  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania  in  1819.  He  located  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  New  Haven,  but  retired 
from  the  profession  many  years  before  his  death. 
His  transactions  in  real  estate  were  many,  and  he 
was  a  good  financier,  leaving  a  large  estate.  At 
one  time  he  was  otifered  the  professorship  of  bot- 
any in  Yale  College,  but  declined  it  owing  to  the 
state  of  his  health,  and  he  was  also  offered  a  pro- 
fessorship in  Yale  Aledical  School.  Himself  and 
wife  were  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
He  died  at  his  home  in  New  Haven,  No.  145  Elm 
street,  Alay  22,  1870,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in 
April,  1887.  Six  children  were  born  to  them,  of 
whom  we  have  the  following  record : 

(i)  Alfred  Patten  Monson,  M.  D.,  was  born 
June  20,  1823.  In  1847  he  was  graduated  from 
Yale  Medical  College,  but  his  health  was  such  that 
he  did  not  practice  much.  He  resided  in  New 
Haven,  in  Florida  and  in  Colorado,  and  died  in 
1894.     He  married  Harriet  Alygatt. 

(2)  Sarah  Patten  Monson,  born  Nov.  17,  1825, 
married,  Jan.  6,  1845,  T^iomas  N.  Dale,  a  silk  man- 
ufacturer of  New  York.     Both  died  in  1880. 

(3)  David  Daggett  Monson,  born  Jan.  13,  1837, 
married,  at  Sonierville,  N.  J.,  Mary  J.  Wilson,  and 
both  are  now  deceased. 

(4)  Charles  Clayton  Monson,  born  Oct.  3, 
1838,  was  married  at  Chicago,  June  27,  1872,  to 
Stella  E.   Shepherd,  and  they  reside  in  Hillhouse  ' 


avenue.  New  Haven.    Their  children  are  Stella  E 
Edith  D.,^  Charles  S.  and  Ethel. 

(5)   F^R.ViNK  Augustus  Mo.xsox,  born  Dec.  9, 
1842,  was  married  May  15,  1873,  to  Charlotte  M. 
Bishop,   of   New   Haven,   who   was   born   Sept.   6, 
1852.      They  have  one  daughter,   Nellie   Florence 
Monson.     At   the  breaking  out  of   the   Civil   war 
young  Monson  was  a  student  at  a  boarding  school. 
His  patriotism  was  aroused,  and  on  July  19,  1861, 
lie  became  a  private  in  the  ist  New  York  Lincoln 
Cavalry,  sharing  the  fortunes  of  the  army  of  the 
Potomac  for  over  three  vears,  and  receiviuT  an  hon- 
orable discharge  July  12,  1864.     On  May  3,  1862, 
he  received  promotion,  becoming  a  second  lieuten- 
ant in  the  5th  New  York  Col.'Cav. ;  on  Oct.  24, 
same  year,  was  made  first  lieutenant;  and  on  Sept. 
14.  1863,  was  made  captain,  which  rank  he  held  to 
the  close  of  his   service,   being  finally   discharged 
on  account  of  disability  caused  by  wounds.     Capt. 
Alonson   returned  to  civil   life   with   an  honorable 
war  record.     He  took  part  in  eighty-one  engage- 
ments, great  and  small,  being  in  nearly  every  bat- 
tle fought  by  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  during  his 
connection  therewith,  with  Grant  through  the  Wil- 
derness, at  Spottsylvania  and  White  House  Land- 
ing, where  he  was  sent  to  the  rear  on  account  of 
reopening  wounds.     He  was  wounded  at  Chancel- 
lorsville,  .\iay  3,  1863,  and  suffered  intensely  from 
his  injuries.     Among  other  important  engagements 
in  which  Capt.  Monson  saw  active  service  may  be 
mentioned  Fredericksburg.  Fair  Oaks  and  McClel- 
lan's  Peninsular  campaign.    Capt.  Alonson  has  had 
an  honorable  and  successful  career  in  New  Haven, 
engaged  principally  in  looking  after  his  real  estate 
interests.     He  has  built  a  number  of  houses.     For 
years  Capt.  Alonson  was  secretary  of  the  New  Ha- 
ven Fire  Underwriters  Association.       He  has  effi- 
ciently served  his  fellow  citizens  both  as  a  council- 
man and  as  an  alderman.     The   Captain  and  his 
family  are  prominent  in  the  social  life  of  New  Ha- 
ven, and  he  is  an  active  member  of  Admiral  Foote 
Post,  G.  A.  R. ;  of  the  Loyal  Legion ;  the  Army  and 
Navy  Club ;  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac; the  Connecticut  Sons  of  the  American  Rev- 
olution ;  and  Hiram  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.     In  relig- 
ious connection  he  unites  with  Trinity  Church. 

(6)  Frederick  Eneas  Monson,  bom  Sept.  18, 
1843,  was  a  student  when  he  enlisted,  Sept.  18, 
1861,  becoming  a  corporal  in  Company  K,  loth 
Conn.  V.  I.,  in  the  United  States  service  in  the 
Civil  war.  He  was  discharged  Jan.  16,  1862,  and 
re-enlisted,  becoming  a  sergeant  in  Company  H, 
27th  Conn.  V.  I.  At  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
\'a.,  Dec.  3,  1862,  he  received  a  wound  which  crip- 
pled him  for  life,  and  he  was  honorably  discharged 
April  2,  1863,  with  a  record  for  duty  well  done. 

CHARLES  H.  PINNEY,  M.  D.,  in  his  life- 
time a  prominent  and  successful  physician  of 
Derby,  was  a  man  of  exceptionally  high  scientific 
and  professional   attainments,   beloved   by   his   pa- 
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ticnt>  and  universally  esteemed  by  the  community 
at  lar^'o.  He  was  of  English  descent,  and  one  of 
ill".  Anierican  ancestors  was  a  soldier  under  Wash- 

IV.C\<  III. 

1  lie  first  of  the  family  to  emigrate  from  Great 
I'.r.i.iin  to  America  was  Humphrey  Finney,  who 
Mitkd  at  Dorchester,  Mass.,  in  1630,  while  he  re- 
turned the  following  year  to  England  to  attend  to 
>..:uo  matters  connected  with  the  settlement  of  the 
j^iti-rnal  estate ;  he  became  a  permanent  resident  of 
New  l'"ngland  in  1634.  He  married  Alary,  a  daugh- 
ter of  George  Hull,  who,  like  himself,  was  a  pio- 
neer settler  from  the  mother  country.  .  Humphrey 
J'innev,  on  his  return  from  England,  established 
himself  at  Wmdsor,  Conn.  He  was  the  father  of 
iix  children :  Samuel,  Nathaniel,  Isaac,  Abigail, 
Sarah  and  Mary. 

Samuel  Pinney,  eldest  son  of  Humphrey,  was 
the  great-great-great-grandfather  of  Dr.  (Tharles 
H.  Pinney.  He  married  Joyce  Bissell,  daughter  of 
John  Bissell,  of  Windsor.  They  settled  in  that 
part  of  Windsor  which  one  hundred  years  later 
was  called  Ellington,  Conn.  Tnree  children  were 
Ixjrn  to  them :     Mary,  Samuel  and  Josiah. 

Samuel  Pinney,  son  of  Samuel,  became  the  hus- 
liand  of  Sarah  Phelps,  daughter  of  George  Phelps 
( i)rothcr  of  William,  of  Windsor).  They  lived  in 
I-".llington,  at  that  time  part  of  Windsor,  Conn., 
wiiere  were  born  their  six  children,  who  were 
named  Samuel,  Joseph,  Benjamin,  Sarah,  Mary 
and  Hannah. 

Captain  Benjamin  Pinney,  third  son  of  Samuel, 
;ind  Dr.  Pinney 's  great-grandfather,  married 
Susanna  Lathrop,  who  bore  nim  nine  children, 
Elizabeth.  Lois,  Benjamin,  Jedediah,  Eleazer 
(Ixirn  h'cbruary,  i/SS),  Lemuel,  Ruth,  Chloe  and 
iibcnezer  (a  physician,  who  died  July  6,  1786). 

Lieut.  Eleazer  Pinney,  son  of  Benjamin,  was 
born  in  Eebruarv,  1753,  and  was  present  at  the  sur- 
render of  Burgoyne.  His  first  wife  was  Eunice 
King,  who  died  July  6,  1789,  leaving  five  children, 
namely :  Lydia,  Persis,  Benjamin,  Elizabeth  and 
I'armeHa.  In  1792  he  married  as  his  second  wife, 
Anna  McKinney,  daughter  of  Andrew  McKinney, 
who  invented  the  mechanism  to  weave  table  linen 
in  patterns  of  flowers,  etc.,  instead  of  being  plaided 
or  striped,  as  was  the  method  previous  to  his  in- 
vention; he  was  of  Scotch  descent.  The  children 
of  Lieut.  Eleazer  and  his  wife  Anna  were  Eleazer, 
l'.ln.nezcr,  Eunice,  Loring,  Xelson  and  Andrew. 

l-.benezer,  seventh  child  of  Lieut.  Eleazer,  was 
b'lrn  Sept.  24,  1796.  He  married  Marv  Ann  Lee, 
<!;iuL:liter  of  Dr.  Henry  TuUy  Lee,  of  Hartford, 
t<.nn.  Of  their  nine  children,  two,  Henry  and 
.Mary,  died  in  early  childhood.  Those  who  reached 
mature  years  were  Charles  Hitchcock,  Henrv  Lee, 
Caroline,  Mary  (2),  Ellen,  Elizabeth  and 'Cath- 
erine. 

Dr.  Charles  H.  Pinney,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  at  South  Windsor  ftlien  a  part  of 
i-ast  Windsor),  April  25,  183 1.     His  college  prep- 


aration was  received  at  Rogers  Academy,  at  East 
Hartford,  and  he  matriculated  at  Harvard  Univer- 
sity near  the  close  of  his  third  year.  Repeated  and 
profuse  hemorrhages  from  the  lungs  made  it  im- 
prudent to  longer  to  brave  the  violent  east  winds 
of  that  locality,  and  his  professional  studies  were 
pursued  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 
of  New  York  City.  Graduating  with  honor  in 
1853,  he  at  once  located  in  Derby,  Conn.,  where  for 
forty  years  he  was  an  ornament  to  his  profession, 
taking  part  in  matters  of  general  interest  as  a  pub- 
lic-spirited citizen,  leading  a  life  without  reproach. 
When  on  his  way  to  attend  the  National  Medical 
Convention,  which  was  held  at  Milwaukee,  Wis., 
he  died  at  Evanston,  111.,  May  13,  1893,  having 
rounded  out  a  useful  life  of  sixty-two  years.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Republican.  Professionally  he 
was  a  member  of  the  local,  county.  State  and  na- 
tional medical  societies,  and  was  for  many  years 
the  Connecticut  State  Necrologist  of  the  National 
Association. 

On  April  4,  1854,  Dr.  Pinney  married  Maria 
Watson,  of  New  Hartford,  Conn.,  daughter  of 
Royal  Isaac  and  Sally  (Seymour)  W'atson.  Royal 
I.  Watson  was  a  descendant  of  John  Watson,  an 
early  settler  of  Hartford,  who  was  a  juror  at  Hart- 
ford in  1644,  ^i^d  died  there  in  1650;  his  mother, 
Sarah  (Phelps)  Watson,  descended  from  William  ' 
i  Phelps,  an  early  settler  of  Windsor.  1 

j  Airs.  Sally  (Seymour)  Watson  was  a  daughter  ! 
I  of  Chauncey  Seymour  (always  called  "The  ! 
j  Squire;"  see  "New  Hartford  Past  and  Present,"  i 
i  published  in  1883),  who  held  a  commission  in  the 
I  war  of  1812,  and  was  the  son  of  Capt.  Uriah  Sey- 
!  mour,  who  was  lieutenant  in  a  company  of 
i  "mounted  men"  in  the  Lexington  Alarm,  and  who, 
i  as  captain  of  a  company  of  "Light-horse,"  was 
I  with  Washington  on  his  retreat  through  New 
i  York,  and  was  at  Valley  Forge.  The  Seymour 
i  line  is  traced  back  into  England,  to  Sir  Edward 
!  Seymour,  whose  sister,  Jane  Seymour,  was  the 
i  third  Queen  of  Henry  VIII  and  the  mother  of  King 
j  Edward  \T,  during  whose  minority  he  (Sir  Ed- 
ward Seymour)  was  acting  Regent,  and  was 
!  created  "Lord  Protector  of  England."  His  previous 
]  titles  were  "\'iscount  Beauchamp,"  "Earl  of  Hert- 
I  ford"  and  "Duke  of  Somerset." 
\  The  mother  of  Airs.  Sally  (Seymour)  Watson 
j  was  Isabel  Sedgwick,  a  descendant  of  Alajor  Gen- 
I  eral  Robert  Sedgwick,  a  distinguished  otificer  un- 
i  der  Oliver  Cromwell.  For  several  years  he  com- 
i  manded  "the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery 
i  Company,"  and  in  1641  "The  Castle,"  and  was 
made  major-general  of  a  Alassachusetts  regiment 
Alav  26,  1652.  On  July  i,  1654,  having  previously 
j  visited  England  and  engaged  in  the  service  of 
!  Cromwell  as  commander  of  contemplated  expcdi- 
i  tions,  he  sailed  with  a  fleet  of  four  vessels  and  cap- 
'  tured  "St.  Tohns."  a  "strong  French  fort."  also 
'Port  Rovaf"  and  others,  which  was  so  acceptable 
I  to  Cromwell  that  the  next  year  he  was  appointed 
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to  important  service  in  the  West  Indies ;  he  sailed 
from  Plymouth  July  ii.  1655.  and  was  appointed 
to  command  the  army  of  the  West  Indies,  but  soon 
fell  a  victim  to  the  climate,  dying  at  Jamaica,  W.  I., 
May  24,  1656. 

Dr.  Pinney  left  one  son.  Royal  Watson  Pinney, 
a  practicing  physician  in  Derby.  Mrs.  Pinney  is 
still  living  in  her  beautiful  home,  containing  many 
treasures  of  art  and  mementoes  of  her  departed 
husband.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Mary  Wasiiing- 
ton  Memorial  Association,  of  Washington;  of  the 
Scx:iety  of  New  England  Women,  of  New  York; 
of  the  Order  of  Descendants  of  Colonial  Gover- 
nors; of  the  Huguenot  Society  of, America;  of  the 
National  Society  of  Daughters  of  Founders  and 
Patriots  of  America;  and  she  is  regent  of  the  Derby 
Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution. 

SAMUEL  A.  STE\'EXS,  a  worthy  representa- 
tive of  an  old  and  honored  family  of  New  Haven 
county,  has  passed  a  busy  life  in  the  commercial 
world  and  can  look  with  pride  over  the  record  of  a 
past  that  has  no  stain. 

Thomas  Stevens,  his  great-grandfather,  built,  in 
1735,  the  old  Stevens  homestead,  now  standing  on 
Elm  street,  at  the  head  of  Savin  avenue,  West 
Haven,  Conn.,  now  nearly  one  hundred  and  seventy 
years  old ;  it  is  to-day  in  a  good  state  of  preserva- 
tion, and  still  retains  its  old  original  red  color 
paint.  There  Thomas  Stevens  lived  and  died.  His 
son,  Jesse,  was  born  in  that  home  in  1744,  and  died 
there  in  1826. 

Newton  Stevens,  son  of  Jesse,  was  bom  in  1784, 
and  married  Polly  Reynolds  in  1809,  by  whom  he 
had'  twelve  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  maturity : 
Julia  Ann,  who  married  James  Tolles ;  Edwin ; 
Emily,  who  married  William  H.  Talmadge;  Lucius; 
Sarah,  who  married  Jonathan  Foote,  Jr. ;  H.  Au- 
gusta, who  married  S.  G.  Hotchkiss ;  Sherman ; 
Francis  N.;  Jesse  M. ;  MaryE.,  who  married  Capt. 
Frederick  S.  Ward ;  Samuel  A. ;  and  James  R. 
After  fifty-four  years  of  wedded  life,  the  mother 
died  in  1863,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four;  the  father 
died  in  1S66,  aged  eighty-two  years. 

Samuel  A.  Stevens  was  born  at  the  old  home- 
stead, July  II,  1826,  and  came  to  New  Haven  when 
ten  years  of  age,  to  live  with  his  brother-in-law, 
William  H.  Talmadge.  who  had  a  shoe  store  on 
Chapel  street,  next  to  the  City  Bank.  Young  Sam- 
uel opened  and  closed  the  store,-  ran  errands,  and 
attended  the  Lancasterian  School,  taught  by  John 
E.  Lovell  (now  the  Hillhouse  High  School),  and 
was  a  student  for  a  year  in  the  school  of  S.  A. 
Thomas,  located  irw  a  building  at  the  corner  of 
Wooster  and  Olive  streets.  In  looking  back  to  his 
boyhood  days,  Mr.  Stevens  recalls  the  playing  of 
marbles  with  his  school  mates  on  the  site  of  the 
home  in  which  he  has  lived  for  forty-one  years.  He 
returned  to  his  father,  and  worked  on  the  home  farm 
for  about  three  years.     In   1842  he  went  to  New 


Haven  a  second  time,  to  enter  the  hat,  fur,  and  shoe 
store,  as  clerk  for  his  brother-in-law,  J.  Foote,  Jr., 
at  No.  816  Chapel  street.  With  him  he  remained 
eight  years,  leaving  July  11,  1851,  to  enter  into  the 
same  kind  of  business  for  himself,  at  No.  856  Chapel 
street.  He  began  business  (Jet.  6,  of  that  year,  un- 
der conditions  most  flattering,  as  about  this  time, 
a  gentleman  friend  whom  Mr.  Stevens  had  known 
for  some  time  and  who  was  much  interested  in  his 
future  business  prospects,  had  very  unexpectediv 
offered  the  loan  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  ($1,500") 
without  security,  for  the  purpose  of  starting  him  in 
a  business.  While  the  proposition  was  a  "surprise 
he  had  not  been  long  in  availing  himself  of  this 
most  beneficent  ofifer,  and  soon  secured  the  store 
above  mentioned,  where  in  a  few  days  the  friend 
advanced  him  fifteen  one-hundred  dollar  bills.  With 
this  fund  in  his  stockings,  eight  of  them  in  one 
stocking  and  seven  in  the  other,  Mr.  Stevens  had 
gone  to  New  York  City  and  there  bought  the  nec- 
essary goods  for  "stocking"  the  store,  thus  prac- 
tically beginning  his  business  career.  Having  a 
large  circle  of  friends,  to  whom  he  had  commended 
himself  both  by  his  personal  and  business  character- 
istics, he  naturally  won  a  good  degree  of  success. 

After  about  twelve  years  he  found  his  accommo- 
dations were  too  small  for  his  increasing  business, 
and  in  1863  he  rented  one  of  the  stores  now  occu- 
pied by  Howe  &  Stetson,  on  the  north  side  of 
Chapel  street,  between  Orange  and  State  streets. 
Entirely  remodeling  the  store,  he  started  out  in  his 
new  quarters,  by  receiving  congratulations  from  his 
many  friends  upon  having  the  most  attractive  shoe 
store  in  the  State.  About  two  years  after  he  very 
unexpectedly  sold  out  his  very  lucrative  business  to 
I.  T.  Banks,  who  had  carried  on  the  same  kind  of 
business  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  but  who  was  compelled  to 
vacate  when  Gen.  Sherman's  army  entered  the  city 
during  the  Civil  war.  As  he  had  been  closely  con- 
fined by  his  business  for  fourteen  years,  Mr.  Stevens 
determined  to  rest  before  again  entering  the  com- 
mercial world,  and  at  the  close  of  the  Rebellion, 
made  a  tour  through  the  devastated  portion  of  the 
Southern  States.  Soon  after  his  return,  he  formed 
a  copartnership,  under  the  firm  name  of  Jovce  & 
Stevens,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  ladies' 
and  misses'  fine  shoes. 

At  the  end  of  twelve  years  he  withdrew  from 
this  firm  with  the  intention  of  not  entering:  into  anv 
p>ermanent  business  again.  Some  two  years  after 
an  old  friend  of  his,  P.  S.  Crofut,  who  had  been  in 
the  hat,  cap  and  fur  trade  on  the  north  side  of 
Chapel  street,  near  Orange  street,  for  many  years, 
was  compelled  to  go  into  bankruptcy,  and  ]\Ir. 
Stevens  was  appointed  receiver.  In  closing  up  the 
estate  he  sold  the  stock  to  J.  N.  Collins,  who  con- 
tinued the  business.  In  1878  Friend  E.  Brooks  and 
Mr.  Stevens  formed  a  copartnership,  under  the 
style  of  Stevens  &  Brooks,  and  bought  out  Air. 
Collins.  The  new  firm  continued  the  same  business 
for  about  ten  years  when  Air.   Stevens   withdrew 
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fr.^n  Ihc  tinn  on  account  of  impaired  health.  Soon 
aitcr  lie  took  a  pleasure  trip  through  Southern  Cali- 
f..Mu.i,  and  upon  his  return,  three  months  later,  he 
»w.  ai'i|K.intcd  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  West 
|l.»\cii  &■  N'l-'W  Haven  Horse  Railroad  Co.,  to  which 
r.".!cvuted  a  share  of  his  time  for  about  two  years. 
\S  hi-ii  tlic  road  was  sold  to  a  Boston  syndicate  he 
..  M  Ills  interest  and  resigned  his  position.  When 
,-)  i.;ihfornia,  Mr.  Stevens  was  so  delighted  with  the 
/..iintry  and  climate,  that  in  the  winter  of  1893  he 
utiii  Jut  a  second  time,  spending  the  winter  in  Red- 
!.iiiil>  and  ^loreno,  and  while  there  became  so  fas- 
iiiiated  with  the  culture  of  oranges  that  he  pur- 
cli.tscd  four  acres  in  Redlands  and  forty  in  Aloreno, 
Mt  out  to  orange  trees. 

In  1894  Mr.  Stevens'  daughter,  who  had  grad- 
uated from  Rye  Seminary,  New  York,  accompanied 
him  for  the  second  time.  The  next  year,  1895,  he 
lia<l  planned  to  go,  but  was  taken  critically  ill  and 
was  obliged  to  remain  at  home,  going  out  the  three 
.successive  winters.  He  came  home  June  i,  1898, 
not  feeling  well,  and  very  unexpectedly  found  his 
daughter  sick,  and  she  passed  away  July  24.  From 
that  time  Mr.  Stevens  has  been  a  confirmed  invalid. 

On  Sept.  I,  1859,  Mr.  Stevens  was  married  to 
Miss  KUen  M.  Ives,  at  her  home  on  Wall  street, 
New  Haven,  Conn.  Her  father,  Henry  Ives,  man- 
iif.icturer  of  carriage  axles  in  ^It.  Carmel,  Conn., 
ilicd  atH)Ut  si.x  months  prior  to  the  marriage  of  his 
daughter.  Mrs.  Stevens  was  the  mother  of  three 
children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy:  Eliza  Ives, 
lK>rii  May  6,  1861,  died  Aug.  8  of  the  same  year; 
Nellie,  born  Sept.  12,  1862,  died  Sept.  20  of  the 
same  year;  and  Alabel  Ives,  born  Nov.  25,  1873, 
<lied  July  24,  1898.  The  mother  of  these  three  girls 
died  June  30,  18S0,  at  the  age  of  forty-seven  years. 
Mr.  Stevens  is  now  in  his  seventy-sixth  year,  and 
tlirough  all  his  eventful  career  he  has  endeavored 
to  live  a  consistent  Christian  life,  but  he  says  he  is 
fully  aware  of  his  short  comings  and,  to  his  regret, 
lie  can  only  present  to  his  Maker  a  few  withered 
leaves  instead  of  the  great  sheaves  of  wheat  which 
he  should  have  brought. 

JOSEPH  COAN  (deceased).  The  Coan  fam- 
ily is  of  German  descent,  and  has  long  been  estab- 
li^Iled  in  New  England.  In  1715  three  brothers 
came  from  Worms,  Germany.  Their  parents  ac- 
companied them  on  an  emigrant  ship,  but  died  on 
the  way,  and  consequently  the  boys  were  landed  on 
«':e  .Xmerican  shore  in  a  destitute  condition.  The 
i\v«'  older  boys  were  apprenticed  to  Deacon  AIul- 
•"•rd.  of  East  Hampton,  L.  I.,  where  they  were  mar- 
r:<'I  when  they  reached  adult  years.  After  their 
ii:.-»rriage  they  removed  to  Guilford,  where  they 
I'-i-^eil  tile  remainder  of  their  lives  and  died.  The 
o'.li'.r  brother,  Abraham,  left  no  record  of  his  career 
:n  ].iv. 

i'etiT  Coan,  one  of  the  brothers  reared  by  Dea- 
t.'ii  Muliord.  and  the  progenitor  of  the  line  in 
wlnclj   wc   arc   especially   interested,    was    born   in 


Worms,  in  1697.  In  East  Hampton  he  married 
Hannah  Davis,  and  died  in  North  Guilford,  Oct. 
31,  1799.  Their  children  were:  John,  born  in 
December,  1729;  Lucretia;  Rebecca;  Jacob,  born 
in  1734;  Mabel;  Abraham;  Hannah;  Martha, 
married  George  Dudley;  Elisha ;  William,  born 
Feb.  24,  1747,  died  Jan.  28,  1748;  ^lary,  born  July 
30,  1750,  married  Jacob  Kimberly. 

John  Coan,  noted  above,  was  born  in  East 
Hampton,  and  came  with  his  parents,  in  1736,  to 
Guilford,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
and  died  Oct.  18,  1795.  In  1752  he  married  Mabel 
Chittenden,  who  was  born  Nov.  5,  1737,  and  died 
^lay  12,  1787.  For  his  second  wife  he  married  the 
Widow  Francis.  He  was  the  father  of  the  follow- 
ing children  :  ( i )  Olive,  who  married  William 
Fowler,  and  died  Feb.  12,  1849;  (-)  ^label,  born  in 
1758,  who  married  Robert  Kimberly;  (3)  Josiah, 
born  Nov.  20,   1760,  who  married  Carrie  Graves; 

(4)  John,   wdio  will  be  mentioned  in   full  below ; 

(5)  Rebecca,  born  in  1765,  who  married  Samuel 
F.  Loper,  and  died  Aug.  3,  1848;  (6)  Simeon,  who 
married  Parnell  Fowler,  and  died  Nov.  5,  1815; 
(7)  Submit,  bom  Dec.  7,  1769,  who  married  Aaron 
Chittenden,  and  died  July  24,  1849;  (8)  Lucretia, 
who  married  Abel  Chittenden;  (10)  Abraham, 
bom  Nov.  9,  1774,  who  married  Alartha  Linds- 
ley,  and  died  Feb.  14,  1863;  (11)  Davis,  born  in 
1785,  who  married  Catherine  Fowler,  and  died  July 
27,  1822. 

John  Coan,  son  of  John,  was  born  at  North 
Guilford  in  January,  1763,  and  there  died  in  No- 
vember, 1845.  He  married  Hannah  Stevens,  vVho 
was  born  in  1767,  and  died  Nov'.  27,  1820.  Their 
children  were  as  follows :  ( i )  Hannah,  born  in 
1787,  married  Joseph  Fowler;  (2)  John,  born  Aug. 
22,  1789;  (3)  Henriettta,  born  in  June,  1794,  died 
Sept.  24,  1795;  (4)  Abraham,  born  Aug.  2,  1797, 
married  Eunice  Cook,  and  died  Jan.  4,   1875. 

John  Coan,  noted  above,  married,  in  October, 
1809,  Phebe  A.  Fowler,  who  was  born  Feb.  22, 
1791,  and  died  Sept.  19,  1821.  For  his  second 
wife  he  married,  Sept.  22,  1829,  Betsy  Hart,  who 
v/as  born  Aug.  24,  1803,  and  died  ]\Iarch  15,  1873. 
The  children  by  his  first  marriage  were :  One  that 
died  unnamed;  Jerome,  born  in  1816,  died  July  26, 
1829;  Abraham,  born  June  11,  1817,  died  in  1848; 
and  Julia  Ann,  born  in  1821,  married  Rev.  Seth  L. 
Chapin,  and  died  Jan.  21.  1876.  By  the  second 
marriage  were  born:  Phebe,  born  June  6,  1830, 
married  Orrin  Potter ;  Jerome  and  Joseph,  twins, 
born  June  19,  1834.  John  Coan,  the  father  of  this 
family,  was  a  farmer  and  large  land  owner. 

Joseph  Coan  (deceased),  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of 
his  native  town,  and  remained  on  the  farm  with 
his  parents  until  after  his  marriage,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Guilford,  where  he  lived  until  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Rebellion.  He  enlisted  Sept.  7, 
1862,  in  Company  E,  15th  Conn.  V.  I.,  under  Col. 
White,  and  died  of  typhoid  fever,  Nov.  7,  1862; 
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his  remains  were  interred  in  Alderbrook  cemetery. 
Politically  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  without  official 
aspirations.  Quite  popular  in  the  community 
where  he  was  reared,  he  had  many  friends,  and  was 
a  man  of  character  and  standing.  In  religious 
connection  he  was  a  communicant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church. 

On  May  7,  1856,  Mr.  Coan  was  married  to 
Lydia  E.  Hall,  who  was  born  Jan.  29,  1836,  a 
daughter  of  George  G.  and  Phebe  A.  (Griswold) 
Hall,  and  died  July  4.  1900.  This  union  was  blessed 
with  one  child,  Maria  Elizabeth,  bom  Feb.  23, 
1857,  now  the  wife  of  Clifford  F.  Bishop.  Mrs. 
Coan  was  a  woman  of  much  character  and  was  of 
a  religious  disposition.  For  forty-eight  years  she 
had  been  a  member  of  the  Third  Church,  and  was 
an  active  worker  in  its  various  organizations.  In 
the  community  her  influence  was  marked,  and  in 
the  many  associations  in  which  the  ladies  of  the 
town  sought  the  public  good,  her  presence  and  her 
■work  were  always  ready  and  appreciated. 

The  H.\ll  Family,  of  Guilford,  of  whom  'Mrs. 
Coan  was  a  descendant,  traces  its  history  in  this 
country  back  to  William  Hall,  who  was  born  in 
Kent,  England,  a  son  of  Gilbert  Hall.  William 
Hall  came  to  America  March  22,  1649,  and  located 
in  New  Haven,  where  he  died  March  8.  1669. 
Hester,  his  wife,  died  in  1683 ;  she  was  the  mother 
of  John  and  Samuel,  of  whom  the  latter  married 
Elizabeth  Johnson. 

John  Hall,  son  of  William  and  Hester,  w^as  bom 
in  1648,  and  was  but  one  year  old  when  his  parents 
settled  in  Guilford,  where  he  died  Jan.  8,  1704.  On 
Nov.  13,  1668,  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Smith, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  seven  children : 
(l)  Elizabeth,  born  Nov.  22,  1670;  (2)  ]\Iary, 
born  Oct.  30,  1672,  died  Dec.  7,  1755;  (3)  John, 
horn  Feb.  28,  1675,  died  September,  1724;  (4) 
Ebenezer ;  (5)  Silence  married  Abraham  Morri- 
son; (6)  Eliphalet,  born  Jan.  15,  1682,  married 
Abigail  Bushnell ;  (7)  Nathaniel,  born  December, 
1683,  married  Rebecca  Mallorv,  and  died  Tulv  27, 
1758. 

Ebenezer  Hall,  who  was  born  ^larch  3,  1678, 
was  engaged  in  farming  in  Guilford,  his  native 
town  and  died  there  in  December,  1723.  Deborah 
Highland,  who  became  his  wife  April  11,  1700,  was 
horn  in  1674,  and  died  Oct.  27,  1758.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  (i)  Ebenezer,  born  Jan.  30,  1701, 
married  Elizabeth  Crittenden,  and  died  Sept.  9, 
1734;  (2)  Daniel,  bom  April  10,  1702,  died  June 
9-  1741  ;  (3)  Deborah,  born  Oct.  26,  1704,  married 
Ebenezer  Field,  and  died  April  6,  1753;  (4)  [ohn  ; 
(5)  Joseph,  born  May  26,  1710,  married  Mary 
Crittenden,  and  died  Dec.  11,  1764:  (6)  Benjamin, 
born  May  27,  1712,. married  Judith  Hall,  and  died 
Dec.  I.  1802:  {-)  Esther,  born  May  27,  17 17,  mar- 
ried Jehiel  Johnson,  and  died  Sept.  9,  1779:  (8) 
Timothy,  bom  Nov.  10.  172 1,  married  Sarah  Bris- 
tol, and  died  July  29,  1771. 

John  Hall,  son  of  Ebenezer,  was  born  in  Guil- 


ford, Dec.  27,  1706,  and  died  Feb.  9,  1742.  He 
was  married  to  Jerusha  Johnson,  Nov.  2,  1737. 
She  was  born  Oct.  31,  1720,  a  daughter  of  Isaac 
and  Phebe  (Bristol)  Johnson,  and  a  granddaugh- 
ter of  Isaac  and  Mary  (Hotchkiss)  Johnson.  For 
her  second  husband  she  married,  Nov.  15,  1744, 
Ebenezer  Hotchkiss.  By  her  marriage  to  Mr. 
Hall  she  became  the  mother  of  two  children :  Han- 
nah, born  Aug.  14,  1738,  died  Nov.  30,  1738;  and 
Miles. 

Miles  Hall,  son  of  John,  was  born  in  Guilford, 
Oct.  23,  1740,  and  died  there  Oct.  26,  180 1.  On 
Feb.  3,  1762,  he  was  married  to  Sarah  Bishop,  who 
was  born  Aug.  18.  1736,  daughter  of  David  and 
Deborah  (Stanley)  Bishop,  and  died  April  8,  1792. 
This  marriage  was  blessed  with  the  following  chil- 
dren:  (I)  Sarah,  born  Sept.  12,  1763,  married 
Samuel  Evarts ;  (2)  John,  born  1765,  died  Oct.  6, 
1769;   (3)   Nathan,  born  1767,  died  Oct.  14,  1771 ; 

(4)  Jerusha,  born  Aug.  10,  1771,  married  Luther 
Stone;  and  (5)  John  (2). 

John  Hall  (2),  born  May  21,  1775,  in  Guilford, 
died  there  Juh-  27,  1807.  '  He  married  Hannah 
Griswold,  who  was  born  May  26,  1771,  a  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Hannah  (Cruttenden)  Griswold, 
and  died  Nov.  10,  1840.  Thomas  Griswold  was  a 
private  in  Capt.  Daniel  Hand's  company  in  Col.  ' 
Talcott's  regiment  in  1776.  The  children  born 
to  this  union  were:  (i)  Amos,  Jan.  18,  1795,  mar- 
ried Betsey  Graves,  and  died  June  11,  1847;  (2) 
Sarah,  born  Jan.  22,  1798,  married  Animi  G.  Fow- 
ler; (3)  John,  born  April  15,  1799,  married  Bet- 
sey Davis,  and  died  Aug.  16,  1870;  (4)  Betsey, 
born  July  28,  1801,  married  Christopher  B.  Davis; 

(5)  Caroline,  born  Aug.  29.  1803,  married  Joel 
Bullard,  and  died  June  17,  1842;  and  (6)  George 
Griswold. 

George  Griswold  Hall,  father  of  Mrs.  Lydia  E. 
Coan,  was  hom  in  Guilford,  Feb.  2,  1806,  and 
there  died  Sept.  11,  1887.  On  Oct.  4,  1830,  he  was 
married  to  Phebe  Ann  Griswold,  who  was  born 
Nov.  27,  181 1.  They  became  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  (i)  George  Hiram,  born 
April  30,  1833,  married  Mary  E.  Morse;  (2)  Ly- 
dia Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  29,  1836,  married  Joseph 
Coan;  (3)  Edward  Douglass,  lx)rn  .April  i,  1840, 
married  Fannie  Barstow  Hyde;  (4)  Charles  Au- 
gustus, born  Sept.  8,  1841,  married  Lucretia  Da- 
vis. 

Miles  Griswold,  great-grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Coan,  was  born  Jan.  2,  1736,  a  son  of  Thomas 
and  Ann  (Graves)  Griswold.  and  a  brother  of 
Thomas  Griswold,  who  served  in  the  Revolutionarv 
war.  He  died  March  20.  1821.  On  June  14,  1758, 
he  married  Sarah  (Chittenden),  who  was  born 
July  9,  1737,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Susanna 
(Bishop)  Chittenden,  and  died  June  23,  1766. 
One  child  blessed  this  marriage,  Ruth,  born  Nov. 
25,  1760,  who  married  James  Davis.  For  his  sec- 
ond wife  Miles  Griswold  married,  Jan.  4,  1769, 
Ruth  Bartlett,  who  was  born  Oct.  i,  1738,  a  daugh- 
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tcr  «»f  (.'apt.  Joseph  and  IMindwell  (Cruttendenj 
I'.aril.-tt.  and  died  Dec.  31,  1831.  Their  children 
\\crf:  (  I)  Sarah,  born  Feb.  9,  1774,  died  Oct.  15, 
i-.<»:  (J)  Jt'v;  (3)  iUindwell,  born  Aug.  4,  1780, 

.  icd  "St-pt.  i«,'  1845- 

I<iv  (Iriswold,  son  of  ]\liles,  was  bom  Oct.  2j, 
i;;^, 'aiul  dieil  -May  15,  1851.  On  Nov.  22,  1798, 
he  was  married  to  Juliana  Saxton,  who  was  bom 
\pril  30.  1777,  and  died  April  26,  1833,  a  daugh- 
!«.r  of  Simeon  and  Sarah  Saxton,  the  former  of 
wlioin  was  a  private  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
I-'or  Ins  second  wife  Joy  Grisvvold  married,  Aug. 
-'".  '835,  Hannah  Woodruff,  a  widow,  born  Jan. 
13.  179O,  died  June  3,  1872.  The  children,  all  of 
wliom  were  born  of  the  first  marriage,  were :  ( i ) 
Sarah,  twrn  May  24,  1800,  died  April  5,  1845,  ""- 
married;  (2)  Myrta,  born  Sept.  26,  1802,  married 
Louis  Griswold,  and  died  May  22,  1837;  (3)  Sher- 
man Saxton,  born  Nov.  26,  1805,  married  Alma 
1-owier,  and  died  Nov.  2,  1882;  (4)  Russell  Bart- 
lett,  born  Sept.  24,  1808,  married  Alary  Jones;  (5) 
IMiebe  Ann,  born  Nov.  27,  181 1,  married  George 
Griswold  Hall;  (6)  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  Dec.  16, 
1817,  married  Edward  T.  Moore;  {~)  Juliet,  born 
Nov.  19,  1820,  married  John  Parmelee. 

Tut:  Ihsiiop  F.\MiLY  has  long  been  represented 
in  New  England.  Its  first  progenitor  in  this  coun- 
try was  John  Bishop,  whose  son,  Stephen,  was  a 
farmer,  and  died  in  Guilford  in  June,  1690. 
Tabitlia  Wilkinson,  his  wife,  whom  he  had  mar- 
ried May  4,  1654,  died  Dec.  21,  1692.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  (i)  Stephen,  born  Dec.  20,  1655,  mar- 
ried Hannah  Bartlett;  {z)  Tabitha,  born  Sept.  14, 
''»57;  (3)  Caleb,  born  June  24,  1660,  married 
Lydia  Evarts,  and  died  Aug.  19,  1752;  (4)  Daniel, 
U^rn  Dec.  8,  1663.  died  young;  (5)  Mehitable,  born 
Dec.  12,  1668,  married  John  Whiteham ;  (6)  Han- 
nah, l)om  March  27,  1671 ;  (7)  Josiah,  bom  June 
30,  1674;  (8)  Ebenezer;  (9)  James,  born  Aug.  18, 
1678.  married  Thankful  Pond,  and  died  Julv  2, 
'739- 

Ebenezer  Bishop,  who  was  born  in  Guilford. 
Aug.  5,  1675,  died  in  February,  1744.  Ann  Lati- 
mer, his  wife,  whom  he  married  Nov.  3,  1699,  died 
Oct.  6,  1752.  Their  children  were:  (i)  Ann,  born 
April  10,  1701,  died  Oct.  15,  1761  ;  (2)  Josiah, 
bom  Nov.  I,  1703,  married  Hannah  Chittenden, 
and  died  April  12,  1745;  (3)  Joshua,  bom  1704, 
married  Silence  Crampton,  and  died  Nov.  13,  1777; 
(4)  Ebenezer,  born  1707,  married  Sarah  Stevens. 
and  died  Oct.  27,  1747;  (5)  Caleb;  (6)  Expen- 
cnce.  iK^m  Feb.  i,  1718,  died  Feb.  25,  1718;  (7) 
Mnuicl.  l)orn  Oct.  28,  1719,  and  (8)  Elisha,  born 
•\»-   (k  i;23,  both  died  young. 

Cald)  r.ishop,  who  was  born  in  East  Guilford 
in  'ct<.l)er.  1714,  engaged  in  farming  all  his  life, 
•""  <  K-<!  I-el).  16.  1785.  In  1744  he  married  Abi- 
jjaii  .irmelee,  who  was  born  in  June.  1719,  and 
«'h-.  1-fb.  8.  1780.  Their  children  were:  (ij  Bud- 
wcll,  iK.rn  Nov.  3,  1745,  died  Oct.  5,  1820;  (2) 
Linus.  iM.rn  May  10,  1749;  (3)  Russell,  born  Dec. 


12,  1752,  married  Abigail  Bartlett,  and  died  Oct 
26,  1825. 

Linus  Bishop,  who  was  born  May  10.  1749,  died 
Sept.  14,  1830.  He  was  married  'to  Sarah  Hill, 
June  29,  1785,  and  she  died  June  i.  1822.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  Peleg  and  Dorcas  ( Tucker)  Hill,  and 
by  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Bishop  became  the 
mother  of  the  following  children  :  ( i )  Sarah,  born 
Dec.  19,  1786,  died  Jan.  11,  1871  ;  (2)  Richard, 
born  March  8,  1790,  married  Polvanthus  Scranton ; 
and  (3)  Frederick. 

Frederick   Bishop   was   bom    Dec.    17,   1792,   in 
Madison,   and   there  died   Oct.   3,    1855.     He  was 
married  Dec.  24,  1818,  to  Olive  Bassett,  who  was 
born  June   30,    1799,   a   daughter  of   Nathan   and 
i  Olive  (Clark)   Bassett,  of  Guilford,  and  died  Feb. 
I  9,  1842.     Eleven  children  were  born  of  this  union, 
j  as  follows:      (i)    Frederick  William,  born  Oct.   i, 
I  1819,   died   Feb.   9,    1822:    (2)    Henn-,   born   Oct. 
I  12,    1821,   died  Oct.   5,    1844;    (3)    Edward,   born 
j  April    20.    1823.   married   Elizabeth   F.   Stannard ; 
I  (4)    George,  born  Dec,   1824,  married   Nancv   M. 
;  Evarts;  (5)  William  Frederick  (2),  born  Ma'v  27, 
j  1827,   married    Sarah   A.    Chittenden ;    (6)    A'lbert 
I  Ferdinand,  born   May   11,    1829,  married  Eliza  J. 
1  Farnham;  (7)  Samuel  R.,  born  Oct.  22,  1831,  mar- 
ried Catherine  E.  Blatchlev;   (8)   Joseph  Richard, 
I  born  April  15,  1834,  died  Nov.  2,  1834;  (9)  Marv 
I  Elizabeth,  born  Feb.  21,  1836,  married  George  W. 
j  Jacobs;   (10)  Joseph  Richard,  born  Feb.  28,  1838, 
j  married  Louisa  Baldwin;     (11)     Nancy    Clarissa, 
j  born  June  27,   1842,  married   Birney   Buddington. 
j         Edward   Bishop,   who   was   bom    in    Aladison, 
April    20,    1823,    was   married    Aug.    23,    1855.    to 
I  Elizabeth  F.  Stannard,  who  was  born  in  1834,  and 
i  died   Feb.   27,   1862.     Edward   Bishop  was  a  sea- 
I  faring  man,  and  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade  be- 
i  tv.'een  Madison,  Guilford  and  New  York.     He  was 
I  captain  of  a  vessel  for  many  years,  when  he  retired 
j  from  active  life,  and  made  his  home  in  New  Haven, 
[  where  he  died  June  19,  1898.  and  his  remains  were 
j  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Madison.     He  was  the 
j  father  of  two  children  :    Clifford  Forrest ;  and  Min- 
!  nie   B.,   born   Feb.    10,    i860,   became   the   wife  of 
!  James  Young. 

i         Clifford   Forrest  Bishop  was  born  in  Guilford, 

Sept.    17,   1856,  and  received  his  education  in  the 

district  schools  and  at  Lee's  Academy  in  Madison. 

I  He   learned  the  sheet  iron  and  plumbing  business 

with  Robinson  &  Co.     In  his  political   faith  he  is 

a  Republican,  while  in  his  religious  belief  he  is  a 

!  Congrcgationalist.      He   married     Maria    Elizabeth 

'  Coan.  daughter  of  the  late  Joseph  and  Lvdia  E. 

I  (Hall)  Coan. 

I  EDWIN  W.  POTTER,  one  of  the  representa- 
I  tive  citizens  and  successful  business  men  of  Ham- 
■  den.  New  Haven  county,  was  born  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  resides,  Feb.  3.  1833.  He  is  a  de- 
!  scendant  of  John  Potter,  who  was  born  in  Eng- 
'  land  in  1607.  died  in  New  Haven  in  1643;  he  was 
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the  founder  of  the  family  in  the  New  World. 
Philemon  (4),  a  descendant  from  the  above  John, 
was  born  ]\larch  31,  1735. 

Justus  Potter,  son  of  Philemon  and  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  bom  in  Hamden,  Conn.,  in 
1772,  and  married  Anna  M.  Hunt,  who  was  born 
Dec.  5,  1777.  Their  son,  Horace  Potter,  was  born 
in  the  same  town,  Dec.   14,   1798,  on  a  farm  our 

,  subject  now  owns,  and  died  March  8,  1869.  He 
was  married  ]May  7,  1821,  to  Emma  Beckley,  who 
was  born  in  Berlin,  Conn.,  July  17,  1799,  and  died 
Nov.  14,  1847.  Their  remains  rest  in  the  East 
Plains  cemetery  in  Hamden.  Horace  Potter  was 
but  a  boy  when  his  father  died,  and  he  was  thus 
early  thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  but  he  be- 
came a  successful  man  in  the  face  of  adversity  and 
lack  of  opportunities  in  his  youth,  and  was  a  citi- 
zen of  no  little  influence.  In  early  life  he  learned 
the  shoemaker's  trade  in  Berlin,  and  it  was  there 
that  he  became  acquainted  with  his  future  wife. 
Almost  immediately  after  his  marriage  he  located 
on  the  place  in  Hamden  where  he  ever  afterward 
lived,  in  later  years  devoting  his  time  and  attention 
to  market  gardening.  He  was  a  very  prominent 
and  influential  man  in  his  community,  one  whose 
mtegrity  was  never  questioned,  and  he  was  called 
upon  to  serve  as  selectman  of  Hamden  several 
years,  and  twice  as  member  of  the  Legislature. 
He  was  a  Democrat  in  political  sentiment.  Relig- 
iously he  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  church  of 
Fair  Haven.  Physically  Mr.  Potter  was  short  in 
stature  and  stoutly  built.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Potter 
had  born  to  them  a  family  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, the  others  besides  Edwin  being  as  fol- 
lows: Amelia  M.,  born  May  4,  1822,  married 
Charles  Tuttle,  and  died  July  3,  1887 ;  Henry  J., 
born  Nov.   17,   1823,  died  April  29,   1829;  Samuel 

.F.,  born  Aug.  11,  1825,  died  in  North  Haven, 
June  6,  1874:  Horace  B.,  bom  July  28,  1827,  is 
living  retired  in  ^Muscatine,  Iowa;  Henry  S.,  born 
Sept.  30,  1829,  makes  nis  home  in  Detroit,  Mich.; 
Edwin  B.,  born  Feb.  13,  1831,  died  Sept.  29,  1832; 
Emily  ^I.,  born  Aug.  28,  1834,  died  July  2,  1852; 
Sarah  F.,  born  Alarch  30,  1838,  died  March  23, 
1853;  Catherine  A.,  born  July  12,  1841,  died  March 
0,  1852;  one  son  died  the  dav  of  his  birth;  and 
iMmott  C,  born  April  3,  1843,  is  a  resident  of 
Hamden. 

Edwin  W.  Potter  passed  his  early  life  upon  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides,  and  he  obtained  his 
literary  education  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
locality,  attending  the  little  old  brick  school  at 
East  Plains,  Hamden,  and  a  short  time  at  Center- 
ville,  at  Rev.  C.  W.  Everest's  school.  On  leaving 
home,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  he  moved 
to  the  farm  now  occupied  by  Elihu  Davis,  and  upon 
that  place  lived  for  seven  years.  In  1861  he  began 
the  erection  of  his  present  residence  upon  the  old 
nome  farm,  and  upon  its  completion,  in  the  spring 
of  1862,  took  up  his  abode  there.  Here  he  owns 
forty  acres  of  land,  and  also  has  property  elsewhere, 


his  landed  possessions  aggregating  125  acres,  a 
part  of  which  is  valuable  clay  adapted  for  brick 
making,  which  he  utilizes  in  that  way.  Formerly 
in  connection  with  the  manufacture  of  brick  he  also 
engaged  extensively  in  market  gardening,  planting 
thirty  acres  of  his  land  in  vegetables  of  all  kinds, 
and  he  raises  considerable  small  fruit  upon  his 
place.  He  successfully  carried  on  his  brickyard 
from  1870  to  1898,  and  in  all  his  undertakings  has 
steadily  prospered. 

On  Oct.  21,  1857,  Mr.  Potter  was  united  in 
marriage  in  Fair  Haven  with  Miss  Eveline  ]\I. 
Newton,  who  was  born  in  Winchester,  N.  H.,  on 
Christmas  Day,  1836,  and  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
years  came  to  Fair  Haven,  Conn.,  with  her  parents, 
Norman  B.  and  Mary  (x^lexander)  Newton,  mak- 
ing her  home  there  until  her  marriage.  To  this 
union  came  three  children,  namely:  Burton  D., 
born  in  October,  1864,  is  engaged  in  business  with 
his  father  and  resides  at  home.  Evelyn  N.,  living 
at  home,  graduated  from  the  New  Haven  high 
school  in  the  class  of  1890,  and  later  attended  St. 
Agnace  School  at  Albany,  N.  Y.  Edwin  M.  died 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  months. 

The  Democratic  party  finds  in  Mr.  Potter  a 
stanch  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  he  has  been 
honored  with  public  office,  having  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  Legislature  in  1874,  the  last  ses- 
sion held  at  New  Haven,  during  which  he  was  a 
member  of  the  committee  on  Cities  and  Boroughs. 
In  the  fall  of  1900  he  was  again  elected  to  the 
Legislature.  His  majority  of  163  in  a  town  where 
the  normal  Republican  majority  is  300,  speaks  for 
his  esteem.  During  his  last  term  he  was  a  member 
of  the  committee  on  Humane  Institutions.  ^Mr. 
Potter  has  been  selectman  of  Hamden  for  ten  con- 
secutive years,  and  thirteen  years  altogether.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a  member  of  Day  Spring  Lodge,  F. 
&.  A.  M.,  of  Hamden  ;  and  religiously  both  he  and 
his  wife  are  active  and  prominent  members  of  St. 
James  Episcopal  Church,  of  Fair  Haven,  of  which 
he  has  been  a  member  for  forty-five  years,  and 
w^arden  for  over  twenty-five  years.  Wherever 
known  he  is  held  in  high  regard,  and  has  manv 
friends  throughout  the  county.  The  family  stand 
high  socially. 

JUDGE  SAMUEL  J.  BRYANT,  one  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  New  Haven  county,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Massachusetts,  lx)rn  June  26,  185 1,  in  West 
Stockbridge. 

Rev.  Sidney  Bryant,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  Dec.  15,  1812,  in  Sheffield,  Alass.,  where  he 
lived  enjoying,  until  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1830, 
the  advantages  and  discipline  common  to  farmers' 
sons  in  those  days.  In  the  spring  of  the  follow- 
ing year  he  went  to  New  Lebanon,  N.  Y.,  to  learn 
the  trade  of  mason,  intending  to  remain  there  three 
years ;  but  during  the  summer,  while  attending  a 
four  days'  religious  meeting,  he  was  converted,  and 
soon  united  with  the  Presbvterian  Church.     After 
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leaching  school  for  a  time,  he  commenced  to  study 
for  the  ministry,  and  in  1833  he  entered  the  Oneida 
Institute  at  Whitesboro,  N.  Y.,  graduating  there- 
from in  1837.  From  Whitesboro  lie  went  to  Troy 
and  joined  a  class  in  theology  under  Dr.  Bcman  and 
Prof.  Larned,  his  second  year  in  theology  being 
spent  at  New  Haven.  On  Aug.  6,  1839,  he  was  li- 
censed as  a  preacher  by  the  Hartford  South  Asso- 
ciation, and  he  preached  in  various  places.  In  1841 
he  was  installed  in  West  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  re- 
maining there  twelve  years,  and  from  1855  to  i860 
he  served  the  Church  in  East  Granby,  in  the  fall  of 
the  latter  year  locating  in  Twinsburg,  Ohio,  where 
he  remained  eight  years.  He  then  spent  a  year  in 
Oberlin  for  the  educational  advantages  of  the  place ; 
preached  two  years  in  York,  five  in  Vermilion  and 
two  in  Waterford,  Pa.  In  the  spring  of  1877  he 
retired  from  active  work  and  remained  so  until  his 
death  at  Middletown.  He  was  a  faithful  and  zeal- 
ous servant  of  the  Master,  and  a  member  of  the 
Litchfield  South  Association. 

On  Feb.  23,  1841,  Rev.  Sidney  Bryant  was  mar- 
ried to  Harriet  Warner  Lord,  who  was  born  in 
Canaan,  N.  Y.,  one  of  the  ten  children  of  Deacon 
Joshua  and  ]\Iary  (Douglas)  Lord,  farming  people. 
Rev.  Sidney  Bryant  died  Nov.  3,  1885.  aged  seventy- 
three  years,  and  his  wife  in  1886,  when  seventy-one 
years  old.  To  their  union  were  born  three  children, 
two  of  whom  survive:  Judge  Samuel  J.,  our  sub- 
ject, and  Mrs.  Harriet  L.  Burke,  of  Wallingford. 

Judge  Samuel  J.  Bryant  was  graduated  from 
01>erHn  College  in  1873,  and  from  Yale  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  in  1876.  In  the  winter  of  1869-70  he 
taught  his  first  school  in  York,  Ohio;  winter  of 
1870-71,  taught  at  Briar  Hill.  Ohio;  winter  of  1871- 
72,  taught  at  Brownhelm,  Ohio;  winter  of  1872-73, 
taught  in  winter  school  at  Oberlin ;  winter  of  1873- 
74,  taught  at  Weston,  Vt.,  this  last  teaching  being 
while  he  was  a  member  of  the  Theological  school  at 
Yale  University.  From  July,  1876,  to  July,  1884, 
he  was  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  at 
South  Britain,  Conn.,  at  the  latter  date  moving  to 
West  Haven,  Conn.,  in  the  following  November  be- 
coming identified  with  the  Alaltby,  Stevens  &  Curtiss 
Co.,  of  Wallingford,  Conn.  While  a  member  of 
Yale  Theological  Seminary,  he  spent  the  summer 
vacation  of  1874  in  supplying  a  Congregational 
Church  at  Braintree  Hill,  Vt.,  under  appointment  of 
the  \  ermont  Home  Missionary  Society.  The  vaca- 
tion of  1875  he  spent  in  supplying  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  Weston,  Vt., 'where  he  had  for- 
merly taught  school,  and  during  his  last  year  at 
the  seminary,  he  preached  every  Sabbath  except 
three  in  Connecticut  churches.  Thus  by  teaching 
and  preaching,  and  in  other  ways,  he  paid  a  large 
part  of  the  expense  of  his  education,  and  to 
his  credit  be  it  said  that  while  in  college  he 
earned  some  money  by  sawing  wood  and  work- 
ing in  gardens.  He  says  he  always  found  time 
for  and  greatly  enjoyed  athletic  sports,  espec- 
ially   baseball.       He    found    it    easv    work    in    his 


studies,  hut  not  until  he  reached  the  seminary  did 
he  apply  himself  assiduously  and  try  to  improve  his 
opportunities.  His  college  honors  were  confined  to 
the  literary  society  and  the  athletic  field.  In  one 
annual  contest  between  three  college  societies,  he 
was  one  of  two  to  represent  the  society  of  which  he 
was  a  member. 

The  first  ambition  of  our  subject  was  to  be  a 
farmer,  later,  however,  deciding  to  become  a  physi- 
cian, which  choice  he  held  to  until  the  second  term 
of  his  senior  year  in  college,  w^hen  he  resolved  on 
the  ministry  for  his  life  work.  The  one  who  most 
influenced  him  to  study  for  the  ministry  was,  he 
avers.  Doctor  Noble,  of  Oberlin,  with  whom  he  lived 
during  the  winter  of  1872-73  for  the  purpose 
largely  of  becoming  initiated  in  the  study  of  medi- 
cine ;  and  yet  a  greater  influence  was  that  of  Ale.x. 
Alexander,  an  alumnus  of  Yale,  himself  prevented 
by  poor  health  from  preaching,  but,  as  Mr.  Bryant 
says,  the  most  enthusiastic  and  devoted  man  he  ever 
knew,  in  respect  to  the  ministry. 

When  Rev.  Bryant  resigned  his  pastorate  it  was 
at  the  time  a  necessity  on  account  of  his  aged  and 
infirm  parents,  and  for  the  same  reason  he  was  at 
a  loss  to  know  when  he  could  resume  the  work ;  so, 
rather  than  be  dependent,  he  chose  to  accept  a  favor- 
able opening  in  business  (with  the  Maltby,  Stevens  & 
Curtiss  Co.,  1884,  previously  mentioned),  to  which 
at  that  time  (Nov.  10,  1884)  he  thought  he  was 
better  adapted  than  to  a  professional  life. 

In  1892,  having  finally  decided  to  take  up  the 
profession  of  law,  Judge  Bryant  entered  the  law 
department  of  Yale  University,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar  in  June,  1895,  immediately  opening  a  law 
office  in  New  Haven.  The  position  he  had  accepted 
in  1884  he  held  up  to  1891,  when  he  went  into  part- 
nership with  Walter  A.  Main,  in  the  insurance  and 
real  estate  business  in  West  Haven,  Conn.,  and  this 
continued  until  1896,  in  which  year,  on  account  of 
i  his  increased  practice  of  law,  the  partnership  was 
dissolved.  It  may  be  added  that  his  practice  is 
mainly  in  the  Probate  Court. 

In  politics  Judge  Bryant  is  a  Republican  and 
takes  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  party.  In 
November,  1888,  he  was  elected  to  represent  the 
town  of  Orange  in  the  Legislature  of  1889-90,  and 
while  serving  there  he  was  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee on  contested  elections  and  clerk  of  the  committee 
on  humane  institutions.  In  April,  1895,  he  was  ap- 
pointed judge  of  the  Orange  Town  Court.  He  was 
delegate  from  the  Town  of  Orange  to  the  constitu- 
tional convention.  While  a  resident  of  South  Brit- 
ain he  was  a  member  of  the  school  board,  and  has 
since  for  several  years  held  a  similar  position  in 
West  Haven ;  was  also  member  of  the  board  of 
wardens  and  burgesses,  was  chairman  of  the  Re- 
publican town  committee,  and  served  as  assessor. 
In  the  Congregational  Church  he  takes  an  active 
interest.  On  Aug.  5.  1888,  he  was  elected  deacon 
in  same  at  West  Haven;  in  January,  1891,  was 
elected   superintendent   of   the   Sabbath-school ;   at 
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present  he  is  chairman  of  the  board  of  deacons,  and 
is  also  treasurer. 

Fraternally  Judge  Bryant  belongs  to  the  F.  &  A. 
M.,  having  been  made  a  Freemason  in  January, 
1891  ;  in  June,  1892,  joined  New  Haven  Com- 
niandery,  Xo;  2,  Knights  Templar;  March.  i8t)6, 
was  elected  to  32d  degree ;  is  past  master  of  Anna- 
wan  Lodge,  Xo.  115,  New  Haven,  and  has  been 
district  deputy  for  Xew  Haven  county :  is  member 
of  the  Chapter  and  Council,  and  in  the  Commandery 
has  held  the  office  of  eminent  commander,  and  in 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  Connecticut  is  senior 
warden.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  United 
Workmen  Lodge  at  Xew  Haven,  of  which  he  was 
the  first  financial  secretary,  and  was  also  at  one  time 
identified  with  the  Knights  of  Honor ;  and  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Samoset  Club,  of  West  Haven ;  of 
the  Knight  Templar  Club,  of  Xew  Haven ;  and  Adi- 
rondack League  Club,  of  X'ew  York,  a  club  organ- 
ized for  forest  preservation  and  hunting  and  fish- 
ing, owning  88,000  acres  and  capitalized  at  $500,000 
— the  largest  club  of  its  kind,  and  it  contains  a  dis- 
tinguished  membership,    265    at   present. 

In  1876  Judge  Bryant  was  married  to  Ellen  Ty- 
ler, who  was  born  in  X'ew  Haven,  the  only  daugh- 
ter and  only  living  child  of  the  family  of  Dr.  Da- 
vid A.  and  Elizabeth  (  Alaltbyj  Tyler,  the  former  of 
whom,  born  at  Xorthford,  was  for  forty  years  a 
practicing  physician  in  X'ew  Haven,  the  latter  be- 
ing now  deceased.  Four  children,  all  born  in  South 
Britain,  came  of  this  union,  the  eldest  of  whom, 
Robert  W.,  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  and  Ellen  T. 
at  the  age  of  seven,  both  being  ilrowned ;  Harriet 
E.,  born  March  11,  1877,  is  the  wife  of  Howard  W. 
Thompson,  cashier  of  the  X'ational  Tradesman's 
Bank,  Xew  Haven  (they  have  one  daughter,  Doris)  ; 
and  Douglas  L.,  born  Xov.  19,  188 1,  member  of 
Sheffield  Scientific  School. 

HIRA:\I  W.  RAXDALL  (deceased)  was  bom 
at  Bridgeport  Sept.  9,  1830.  His  father,  who  also 
bore  the  name  of  Hiram,  d'ied  when  his  son  was 
an  infant  in  arms ;  he  married  Sally  Pritchard, 
whose  birthplace  was  Seymour,  and  who  was  a 
daughter  of  Leverett  Pritchard,  who  died  on  ship- 
board during  the  war  for  independence. 

After  the  death  of  his  father  our  subject  was 
tenderly  reared  by  his  widowed  mother.  He  en- 
joyed such  educational  advantages  as  were  af- 
forded by  the  common  schools,  and  while  yet  a 
youth  entered  the  store  of  Lucius  Tuttle  as  a  clerk. 
He  was  industrious,  economical  and  far-sighted, 
and  it  was  not  many  years  before  he  was  able  to 
purchase  his  employer's  business.  He  was  emi- 
nently successful  as  a  merchant,  being  at  once  keen 
and  upright,  sagacious  and  liberal.  He  was  re- 
puted to  be  one  of  the  best  buyers  in  the  Xauga- 
luck  Valley,  and  being  satisfied  with  reasonable 
profits,  his  trade  grew  apace.  He  was  public-spir- 
ited and  popular,  and  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century  was  the  most  prosperous  dealer  in  his  sec- 


tion. He  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-six,  enjoying  an 
unblemished  reputation,  esteemed  by  his  fellow 
men,  and  sincerely  mourned  by  his  friends. 

In  1854  Mr.  Randall  married  Miss  ^^lartha 
AI.  Gilbert,  who  is  yet  living  in  the  house  where 
she  was  born,  which  was  erected  by  Gen.  Hum- 
phrey, of  Revolutionary  fame,  and  bought  by  her 
father.  She  comes  of  a  long  line  of  distinguished 
ancestors,  many  of  whom — in  both  direct  and  col- 
lateral lines — gained  renown  as  patriot  soldiers 
during  the  struggle  which  began  in  1776  and 
was  terminated  by  the  recognition  of  American  in- 
dependence after  a  seven-years'  struggle  against 
overwhelming  odds.  Her  genealogical  record  is  a 
most  interesting  one.  Her  grandfather,  Thomas 
Gilbert,  served  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution. 
While  in  the  service  he  contracted  that  dread  dis- 
ease small-pox,  which  resulted  in  totally  depriving 
him  of  his  sight.  His  home  was  in  Huntington, 
but  later  in  life  he  removed  to  Derby,  where  he 
died  after  rounding  out  a  well-spent  life  of  ninety 
years.  He  married  Abigail  Holbrook,  whose  fa- 
ther, as  well  as  several  of  whose  brothers,  were  also 
followers  of  General  Washington.  She,  too,  died 
a  nonogenarian,  and  was  the  mother  of  eight  chil- 
dren. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Randall  was  Ezekiel  Gil- 
bert, who  was  born  and  grew  to  manhood  in  Hunt- 
ington. His  early  life  was  spent  upon  a  farm,  but 
in  1830  he  removed  to  Seymour,  where  for  several 
_\ears  he  was  engaged  in  trade,  enjoying  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  one  of  the  town's  earliest  mer- 
chants. He  established  his  son  in  business  in  Xew 
Haven,  and  returning  to  Seymour  died  there,  in 
his  fifty-sixth  year.  His  wife's  maiden  name  was 
Sarah  Hurd.  Her  father,  Wilson  Hurd,  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Oxford,  where  she  was  born ;  she  died  at 
Great  Hill.  He,  too,  served  in  the  war  of  the  Rev- 
olution, and  was  a  man  of  no  little  prominence  in 
the  community,  his  fellow  citizens  choosing  him  to 
represent  them  in  the  Legislature,  and  elevating 
him  to  the  office  of  selectman.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  were  confirmed  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
were  devout  members  of  that  communion  until 
their  death,  Mrs.  Ezekiel  Gilbert  passing  away  at 
the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy-five,  while  her  husband 
preceded  her  to  the  grave,  in  his  fifty-sixth  year. 

Mrs.  Hiram  W.  Randall  has  spent  her  life  in 
Seymour.  She  is  one  of  five  widowed  sisters : 
Esther  A.  (Mrs.  Stoddard)  ;  Catherine  (Mrs. 
Minot  F.  Osborne);  Sarah  (Mrs.  Wilcox);  and 
Charlotte  (Mrs.  Osborne).  She  is  the  mother  of 
five  children,  three  of  whom  are  yet  living,  (i) 
Edward,  the  eldest  surviving  son.  is  a  resident  of 
Seymour.  He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
and  at  Cheshire  Academy.  For  some  years  he  was 
employed  in  his  father's  store,  but  subsequently 
became  connected  with  the  Silver  Plate  Co..  of 
Shelton.  He  married  Elizabeth  Steinmetz,  who 
was  born  in  Xew  York  City,  and  two  children  have 
been  born  to  them,  Kate  and  Hiram.     (2)   Walter 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


535 


Kniulall.  the  iioxt  son,  was  for  several  years  super- 
intnulciit  of  the  Silver  Plate  Co..  of  Shelton,  and 
IS  now  iHJokkecper  for  the  Whitlock  Manufactur- 
:iic'  L"i)..  of  that  town.  He  married  Olive  X'oulette 
*\\1i;tlock,  wiiose  father,  H.  Sturgis  Whitlock,  was 
<  nc  of  the  founders  of  the  Whitlock  Machine  Co., 
<.i|  Slielton.  and  the  inventor  of  the  press  they 
niiuuitactnrc.  Mr.  and  ]Mrs.  Walter  Randall  have 
(inc  child,  Gilbert  E.  (3)  Gilbert,  the  youngest  of 
.Mrs.  Randall's  three  living  children,  graduated  from 
the  N'orwalk  ^Military  Institute,  and  has  been  in  the 
employ  of  Trice,  Lee  &  Co.,  of  New  Haven,  as  a 
j)rcssinan. 

Mrs.  Randall,  as  were  her  parents,  is  a  member 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  a  communicant  at 
Trinity,  in  Seymour.  She  is  a  member  of  Sarah 
Ludlow  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Rev- 
olution, of  Seymour,  and  was  for  many  years  a 
member  of  the  Woman's  Club  of  that  town.  Mr. 
Randall  was  a  Democrat  politically,  but  he  voted 
independently,  supporting  the  best  man. 

EGBERT  E.  PARDEE,  ex-deputy  judge  and 
clerk  of  the  town  court  of  Orange,  was  bom  Dec. 
16,  1840,  in  West  Haven,  and  belongs  to  one  of 
tiie  pioneer  families  of  that  section.  His  grand- 
fatlier,  Silas  Pardee,  was  a  native  of  the  town  of 
C)range,  where  he  followed  farming  during  his  ac- 
tive years.  His  death  occurred  in  middle  age. 
This  worthy  citizen  married  Elizabeth  Ailing,  and 
they  had  twelve  children. 

Wyllys  Pardee,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Orange,  and  as  the  eldest  of  a  large 
family,  he  was  early  trained  to  hard  work.  He 
possessed  much  intelligence,  and  although  his  edu- 
cation was  restricted  to  the  common  schools  he  be- 
came well  informed  by  private  reading.  When  a 
young  man  he  learned  the  cooper's  trade,  which  he 
followed  in  his  town  for  some  time,  and  afterward 
in  the  South  and  in  New  Haven.  Later  he  bought 
a  small  farm  in  the  village  of  West  Haven,  to 
which  he  retired,  and  there  spent  a  good  old  age, 
dying  at  seventy-seven.  He  married  Isabella 
P.rockett,  a  native  of  the  village  of  West  Haven, 
and  daughter  of  Capt.  Benjamin  Brockett,  master 
of  a  vessel,  who  was  lost  at  sea.  Her  mother, 
Rachel  (Clark),  who  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy- 
six,  was  a  member  of  an  old  and  respected  family 
of  the  village  of  West  Haven.  Benjamin  and 
Rachel  Brockett  had  six  children,  but  none  are  now 
living.  Our  subject's  mother,  who  was  the  only 
daughter,  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven.  The 
Clarks,  Brocketts  and  Pardees  have  usually  been 
identified  with  the  Congregational  Church,  and  our 
.suljject  was  reared  in  that  faith.  He  was  the 
voungest  of  a  familv  of  four  children,  the  others 
being:  George  W.,' of  North  Haven:  Alfred  B., 
\viit>  served  in  the  Civil  war,  being  a  member  of  the 
>4th  Conn.  V.  I.,  and  who  died  at  the  Soldiers' 
ll'-nic  in  Xoroton,  Conn.,  in  August,  i8ij8;  and 
Silas  S.,  a  carpenter  in  West  Haven. 


Egbert  E.  Pardee  was  educated  in  the  common 
scnools  of  his  native  town  and  in  Brown's  Male 
Seminary,  attending  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
nineteen.  He  then  assisted  his  father  for  some 
years,  and  at  twenty-seven  left  home  and  engaged 
in  the  house  painter's  trade,  which  he  followed  un- 
til 1887.  Since  that  time  his  public  duties  have  de- 
manded all  his  time.  On  Dec.  21,  1868,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Alaria  L.  Kelsey,  and  they  had  two  chil- 
dren :  Bertha  Isabel,  who  died  aged  six  years ; 
and  Martha  E.,  who  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  West  Haven,  and  at  a  private  school  in 
New  Haven,  and  died  Aug.  i,  1899,  aged  twenty- 
four  years.  2\Irs.  Pardee  was  born  in  Cromwell, 
Conn.,  daughter  of  William  Kelsey,  a  farmer,  who 
died  in  early  manhood;  his  wife,  Elizabeth  (Teal), 
was  a  native  of  New  York  City.  To  William  and 
Elizabeth  Kelsey  were  born  children  as  follows; 
Mrs.  Howard  Smith,  of  Watertown;  Mrs.  William 
A.  Waterbury,  wife  of  the  superintendent  of  the 
Shore  line  division  of  the  Consolidated  Railroad, 
residing  in  New  Haven;  Mrs.  Pardee;  David,  re- 
siding in  Cromwell;  Revilo,  a  well-known  mer- 
cnant  of  Aliddletown,  Conn.;  and  William  W., 
cashier  in  the  freight  office  oL  the  Consolidated 
Railroad  at  Belle  Dock,  New  Haven.  The  mother 
is-  still  living,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years,  and 
is  a  much  respected  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

The  Judge  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  from 
an  early  age  has  been  intiuential  in  public  matters, 
his  wide  popularity  making  him  a  most  desirable 
candidate.     He  has  served  on  the  board  of  town- 
ship assessors  fifteen  years,  being  chairman  of  that 
board    except    during  the   first   year,   and    for   ten 
years  he  was  on  the  borough  board.     In   1886  he 
was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  as  well  as  assessor, 
and  he  continued  as  trial  justice  of  the  town  until 
the  establishment  of  the  town  court  in  1895,  when 
he  was  appointed  to  the  position  of  deputy  judge 
i  and   clerk   of  the  town  court.     This   appointment 
j  was  for  two  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time-  he 
Vv"as  reappointed,  serving  until  1899,  when  he  was 
:  again  reappointed,  to  serve  until  1901.     During  the 
j  time  of  his  service  as  trial  justice  he  did  a  large 
I  amount  of  work,  and  had  a  great  number  of  cases, 
'.  and  the  duties  of  his  late  incumbency  he  dispatched 
[  with  marked  ability.     The  appreciation  of  the  pub- 
;  lie  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  has  been  success- 
;  ively  elected  at  yearly  elections  since  1886,  making 
fifteen  years  in  all.     He  was  one  of  the  building 
I  committee  of  the  new  town  hall.     When  the  new 
1   L'nion  school  building  was  erected  he  was  on  the 
school  committee,  and  was  the  inspector  of  build- 
i  ing  from  start  to  finish,  overlooking  all  the  work. 

i         EDWIN     FRANCIS     MERSICK,    who    died 
•  April  8,  1898,  was  throughout  his  active  life  prom- 
inently identified  with  business  interests  in  the  city 
of   New   Haven,    where   he   made   his   home    from 
j  boyhood.       By     diligence     and     perseverance      he 


536 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


gained  a  high  standing  in  the  commercial  world, 
where  as  a  successful  man  of  affairs  his  judg- 
ment was  sought  and  highly  valued. 

Mr.  Alersick  was  born  in  Xew  York  City  Jan. 
8,  1838,  son  of  John  C.  and  Sarah  (Daggett)  ]\Ier- 
sick,  the  former  a  native  of  Boston,  Mass.,  the 
latter  of  New  Haven.  John  C.  Mersick  lived  re- 
tired in  New  Haven  for  some  years  prior  to  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  that  city  in  January,  1887. 
His  wife  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty. 
They  were  the  parents  of  two  children,  Edwin 
Francis   (our  subject)   and  Charles  Smith. 

Edwin  F.  Mersick  was  reared  in  New  Haven, 
and  in  his  early  years  attended  both  public  and 
private  schools.  He  commenced  business  life  as 
a  clerk  with  English,  Dickman  &  English,  and 
finally  formed  a  partnership  with  James  G.  Eng- 
lish, continuing  in  business  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  was  a  director  in  the  Mechanics  Bank, 
treasurer  of  the  Rattan  Chair  Co.,  and  connected 
in  various  other  ways  with  the  most  important  in- 
dustries of  the  city,  taking  also  an  active  interest 
in  public  affairs  and  improvements. 

Mr.  Mersick  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
having  been  Emily  Augusta  Cannon,  by  whom  he 
had  one  daughter,  Sarah  Emily,  who  is  now  the 
wife  of  Frederick  T.  Bradley.  For  his  second 
wife  IMr.  Mersick  wedded  'S'lary  Emma  Lewis, 
who  survives  him.  'Sir.  Mersick  was  an  active 
member  of  Trinity  Church,  in  which  he  served  as 
vestryman,  and  socially  he  belonged  to  the  Quinni- 
piac  Club  and  other  organizations.  He  took 
especial  delight  in  books.,  and  was  an  unusually 
well-read  man. 

ORLANDO  JONES.  Among  the  reliable, 
substantial  and  prosperous  farmers  of  Hamden, 
New  Haven  county,  there  is  probably  no  one  who 
stands  higher  in  the  public  estimation  than  the 
gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch.  He 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Meredith,  Delaware  Co., 
N.  Y.,  April  19,  1827.  a  son  of  Edward  and  Nancy 
(Churchill)  Jones.  When  he  was  five  years  of 
age  the  family  removed  to  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
where  they  lived  until  T844,  and  then  came  to 
Hamden,  Conn.  Here  the  father  died  at  the  age 
of  sixty-six  years.  He  had  eight  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  is  the  oldest  r  Almira  (Mrs.  D. 
C.  Stebbins)  is  now  a  resident  of  Vergennes.  Vt. ; 
Edwin  is  deceased ;  Willis  lives  in  Buffalo.  N.  Y''. ; 
Charles  makes  his  home  in  Bristol,  Conn. ;  Malinda 
is  the  wife  of  Edward  Jones,  of  Hamden ;  Emma 
is  deceased ;  and  Eliza  is  the  wife  of  Harry  Davis, 
of  Wallingford,  Connecticut. 

Orlando  Jones  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  made  his  home 
until  seventeen  years  of  age.  On  coming  to  Ham- 
den, he  entered  the  auger  factors-  of  his  maternal" 
uncles,  Joel  N.  &  Levi  Churchill,  which  is  now 
owned  by  the  Hamden  Manufacturing  Co.,  at 
Augerville,   and    there   he   learned    the     trade     of 


auger  making.  After  working  for  that  firm  eight 
years,  he  went  to  Westville,  Conn.,  where  he  was 
employed  in  Wales  French's  auger  factory  from 
1852  to  1857,  and  then  entered  the  iron  foundry 
of  Guy  Hotchkiss,  manufacturer  of  axles,  and  was 
in  his  employ  until  1869,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  engaged  in  farming  and  market  gardening 
upon  the  farm  in  Hamden  where  he  now  lives; 
and  he  has  built  all  the  buildings  thereon,  the  home 
being  erected  there  in  1862. 

On   April    18,    1855,   Mr.   Jones  was   united   in 
marriage  with  Miss  Sylva  J.  Thomas,  daughter  of 
Caleb  and  Hattie  Thomas,  and  by  this  union  two 
sons  were  born  :     ( i)  Lester  O.,  a  market  gardener 
I  of  Hamden,  married  Miss  Mabel  Ripley,  of  Paris, 
I  ^fe. ;  he  is  one  of  the  selectmen  of  Hamden.     (2) 
Burton   T.,   also   a   market  gardener  of   Hamden, 
I  married  Miss  Alice  Woodcock,  a  native  of  Eng- 
land, who  came  to  the  United  States  when  a  girl. 
Fraternally  Mr.  Jones  affihated  with  Day  Spring 
Lodge,  No.  30,  F.  &  A.  AL,  and  politically  is  identi- 
I  fied  with  the   Republican  party.     As  a  citizen   he 
\  has  the  good  of  the  community  at  heart  and  gives 
!  his  support  to  those  enterprises  calculated  to  ad- 
I  vance  the  general  welfare.     He  is  a  self-made  man 
in  the  fullest  sense.     His  start  in  the  world  was 
[  his  own  ambition  and  his  energy,  and  his  life  has 
':  been  a  busy  and  active  one,  but  withal  he  is  a  very 
'  well  preserved  man. 

HENRY  HOMER  OLDS,  deceased.     For  al- 
j  most  sixty-four  years  Henry  H.  Olds,  of  New  Ha- 
ven, lived  a  life- of  industry  and  uprightness,  and  at 
his  death  June  16,  1888,  he  left  behind  him  a  rec- 
ord of  honorable  dealing  and  Christian  conduct. 
The  birth  of  Mr.  Olds  occurred  July  6,   1825, 
i  in  New  Haven.    Homer  Olds,  his  father,  was  a  na- 
!  tive  of  Southwick,  Mass.,  and  his  mother,  Clarissa 
i  (Avery)  Olds,  was  born  in  Wallingford,  Conn.  The 
I  Olds  family  is  an  old  one  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
;  setts,  the  early  records  telling  of  five  brothers  of 
i  the  name  coming  over  in  the  "Mayflower"  and  set- 
!  tling  there.     Homer  Olds  was  a  cigar  maker  by 
I  trade  and  followed  it  in  New  Haven  until  his  death. 
I  when  he  left  two  children:     Henry  H.,  the  subject 
j  of  this  biography;  and  Ann,  who  married  a  Mr. 
j  Stout,  also  a  cigar  maker,  who  removed  to  the  State 
I  of  New  Jersey.     The  mother  passed  away  at  the 
j  residence  of  her  son  in  New  Haven. 
I         At  the  age  of  fourteen,  Henry  H.  Olds  began 
i  his  business  career  as  a  farmer  boy  on  the  estate  of 
Capt.   Samuel  Thompson,  in   East  Haven,  leaving 
there  to  go  to  New  York,  to  act  as  errand  boy  in  a 
I  livery  stable    for   his   uncle,    Erastus   Beach.     Two 
years   later  he   returned  to   New   Haven   and   first 
learned  the  blacksmith  and  boiler  making  trade,  and 
i  later  the  brass  molding  trade,  following  the  latter 
i  until  1851.     We  are  not  informed  what  turned  his 
attention  to  the  pie-making  business,  in  which  he 
I  so  signally  succeeded,  and  liy  which  he  accumulated 
a  large  fortune,  but  it  was  in  185 1  that  he  first  began 
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it.  For  eight  years  Mr.  Olds  studied  every  method 
of  the  i)ie-inakinff  trade,  becoming  thoroughly  ac- 
fuiaiiitcd  with  ail  its  details  and  a  competent  judge 
of  all  ingredients.  In  1859  he  established  a  pie 
liakcrv  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  for  a  short  time,  but 
flic  competition  was  great  there,  and  in  1861  he  re- 
turned to  New  Haven  and  built  the  large  establish- 
ment at  No.  403  Chapel  street.  From  the  first  it 
was  a  success,  for  Mr.  Olds  was  its  conscientious 
manager  himself,  and  he  held  his  goods  to  the  high 
standard  he  inaugurated ;  and  before  long  his  trade 
doubled,  and  continued  to  grow,  until  his  business 
represented  the  second  largest  house  of  its  kind  in 
the  United  States. 

On  July  6,  1855,  Mr.  Olds  took  to  himself  a 
wife,  fitted  in  every  way  to  be  his  capable  and  con- 
genial companion,  this  estimable  lady  still  residing 
in  New  Haven.  She  was  Miss  Elizabeth  Camp- 
bell, a  native  of  County  Down,  Belfast,  Ireland,  a 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Sarah  (Clemens)  Camp- 
bell, both  natives  of  Ireland,  where  they  spent  their 
lives.  No  children  were  born  of  this  union,  but 
Mrs.  Olds  takes  great  interest  in  charitable  and 
church  work.  Both  she  and  her  husband  were  much 
attached  to  the  Universalist  Church,  to  which  Mr. 
Olds  contributed  freely,  even  giving  a  church  edifice 
to  the  society,  but  his  gifts  were  given  so  quietly 
that  of  the  major  number  of  them  the  world  knew 
nothing. 

In  speaking  of  the  lamented  death  of  Mr.  Olds, 
the  New  Haven  Palladium  said:  "Mr.  Olds  led  a 
pure  and  benevolent  life.  Patriotic  and  honest,  he 
stood  by  his  country  in  the  dark  days  of  the  war, 
and  was  a  friend  of  the  poor  and  oppressed.  He 
was  early  guided  by  Christian  principles,  though  not 
imtil  late  in  life  did  he  make  a  Christian  profession."' 

CHARLES  L.  NORTHROP  was  born  Feb. 
26,  1828,  in  Bethany,  this  county,  and  despite  his 
seventy-four  years  is  hale  and  hearty,  and  well 
preserved  in  both  mind  and  body. 

Bela  Northrop,  his  grandfather,  was  a  native 
of  the  same  town,  and  followed  the  occupation  of 
a  farmer,  also  running  a  saw  and  gristmill.  He 
married  Betsey  Johnson,  and  to  their  union  were 
born  five  children:  Marvin  (the  father  of  our 
subject),   Allen,   George,   Clark  and   Rebecca. 

Marvin  Northrop  was  born  in  Bethany,  and 
followed  farming  throughout  life,  dying  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-one  years.  He  riiarried  Mary 
Sperry,  who  was  born  Sept.  26,  1805,  daughter  of 
Micah  Sperry,  a  farmer  of  Bethany,  and  is  still 
living,  having  passed  her  ninety-sixth  milestone. 
Eight  children  were  born  to  IMarvin  Northrop  and 
his  wife,  three  of  whom  are  deceased,  the  others 
being  as  follows:  Charles  L.  is  our  subject;  Delia 
married  David  Smith,  of  Woodbridge ;  Elizur  A. 
resides  in  Brooklyn.  N.  Y. ;  Sarah  is  the  wife  of 
Julius  Mcrwin.  of  New  Haven;  and  Marshall  is 
associated  in  business  with  his  brother  Charles. 
Botii  parents  were  devout  members  of  the  Episco- 


pal Church.  Mr.  Northrop  was  regarded  as  one 
of  the  most  energetic  and  successful  farmers  of 
his  day. 

Charles  L.  Northrop,  after  reaching  manhood, 
bought  a   farm   in   Woodbridge,  but  subsequently 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  and  was  for  fourteen 
j  years  a  successful  contractor  and  builder.     In  ad- 
I  dition  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  matches 
I  at  Woodbridge  for  twenty-five  years.     In  1896  he 
I  disposed   of    his    interest    in    Bethany   and   Wood- 
j  bridge,  and  removed  to  West  Haven,  at  first  oc- 
i  cupying  a  house  not  far  from  his  present  location. 
I  It  was  not  long,  however,  before  he  secured  the 
]  very   desirable    property   which    he   now   occupies, 
I  and  to  which   he  has  given  the  very  appropriate 
i  name  of  "Fairview,"   inasmuch  as  it  overlooks  a 
I  wide  and  fascinating  marine  landscape.     Here  he 
i  entertains  boarders,  and  the  house  has  already  be- 
]  come  a  popular  resort  for  pleasure  seekers. 
j         On  July  14,  1850,  'Sir.  Northrop  was  married 
j  to  Adeline   F.   Andrew,   a  daughter  of   Nehemiah 
i  and  Phinett    (Sperry)    Andrew,  prosperous   farm- 
i  ing    people     of     Bethany.       Five    children      have 
I  blessed  their  union,  and  three  are  yet  living:     (i) 
IMary  married  William  H.    Beecher,   a   successful 
ice  dealer  of  New  Haven,  and  has  one  daughter, 
Addie,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Burt  Dickerson, 
superintendent  of  a  trolley  line  in  Salisbury,  Mass., 
and  has  one  daughter,  Lila.     (2)  Elmer  was  form- 
erly a  blacksmith  in  Bethany,  where  he  is  now  in 
tne  carpenter  business ;  he  married  Lucia  North- 
rop,    and     is    the    father   of    four   children,    Clara 
(Mrs.  Louis  Sandland),  Viola,  Sadie  and  Charles. 
(3)  William,  the  youngest,  is  his  father's  partner  in 
business ;  he  married  Marv  INIoody,  who  died  Sept. 
28,   1899. 

Politically    Mr.    Northrop   is   a   Democrat,   and 
was  an  efficient  member  of  the  board  of  relief  in 
Woodbridge.      He    commands    universal    respect, 
I  alike  for  his  qualities  of  head  and  heart. 

i  STEPHEN  GUY  GILBERT  is  a  representa- 
I  tive  merchant  as  well  as  one  of  the  substantial 
i  and  thorough  business  men  of  the  town  of  North 
!  Haven.  His  ancestors  were  old  and  honored  set- 
i  tiers  of  Connecticut,  and  his  grandfather,  Stephen 
!  Gilbert,  was  a  native  of  Hamden,  where  he  fol- 
I  lowed  farming  on  the  old  place  now  known  as  the 
!  Pickett  farm.  He  is  remembered  as  a  quiet  man, 
I  who  lived  a  typical  rural  life,  farming  extensively 
!  and  dealing  justly  by  his  neighbors,  the  only  prom- 
inence he  desired  being  in  the  Episcopal  Church, 
I  of  which  he  was  a  devout  member.  He  married 
I  Betsey  Fowler,  of  New  Haven,  and  they  had  two 
children :  Chloe  and  Stephen  C.  The  daughter 
i  married  Alfred  Bassett,  and  lived  in  Hamden, 
I  later  in  New  Haven,  where  Mr.  Bassett  held  an 
i  important  office  in  the  Customs  House. 

Stephen  C.   Gilbert  was  born  May  7,   1802,  in 

Harrington,  where  his   father  owned  a   farm  and 

I  was  living  at  that  time.     His  education  was  only 
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that  afifordecl  bv  the  district  schools,  but  he  so 
applied  himself  to  his  books  that  he  was  able  to 
teach,  through  the  wiuters.  and  worked  on  a  farm 
during  the  sununers.  After  his  marriage  he 
opened  a  general  store  in  Centerville,  town  of 
Hamden,  which  he  conducted  several  years.  Dis- 
posing of  his  mercantile  business  in  1830,  he  came 
to  North  Haven,  where  he  opened  a  general  store 
in  the  basement  of  his  house,  which  is  located 
next  to  the  store  of  his  son,  and  remained  until 
increasing  business  made  necessary  the  erection  of 
the  present  building  used  as  a  store.  Mr.  Gilbert 
was  an  energetic  and  intelligent  man,  and  but  for 
the  lack  of  early  education  might  have  become 
prominent  in  many  lines,  his  natural  ability  mak- 
ing him  a  leader  m  many  things  in  spite  of  disad- 
vantages. His  accomplishments  as  a  penman  were 
well  known.  Almost  any  local  position  of  honor 
was  open  to  him,  and  during  1875-76  he  repre- 
sented the  town  in  the  Legislature ;  for  a  number 
of  years  he  served  as  town  clerk.  ]\Iany  sought 
his  advice  in  business,  and  he  was  always  ready  to 
assist  any  who  came  to  him.  His  death,  which 
occurred  in  February,  1886.  was  mourned  by  the 
whole  community.  His  devoted  and  estimable 
wife,  Luanna  P.  Abbott,  was  bom  April  3,  1810, 
in  North  Haven,  a  daughter  of  John  Abbott,  a 
merchant  there.  Her  death  occurred  in  Decem- 
ber, 1891.  She  was  a  kind  and  charitable  neigh- 
bor. Children  were  born  of  this  union  as  follows : 
Stephen  G. ;  George  Edward ;  Anna  !Maria,  who 
married  F.  E.  Ives^  of  Mt.  Carmel ;  John  Pierson ; 
and  Mary,  who  married  A.  E.  Austin. 

Stephen  G.  Gilbert  was  born  July  18.  1829,  in 
the  town  of  Centerville,  came  with  his  parents  to 
North  Haven  when  he  was  but  a  year  old,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  district  schools. 
When  old  enough  he  left  home  and  entered  the 
employ  of  B.  Douglass  &  Son,  confectioners  of 
New  Haven,  as  traveling  salesman  over  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  and  remained  with  them  twenty 
years,  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  returning  to 
North  Haven  and  entering  the  store  of  his  father, 
where  he  was  needed.  After  his  father's  death  he 
took  charge,  of  the  business  and  has  successfully 
conducted  it  ever  since.  From  1885  to  1889  Mr. 
Gilbert  was  postmaster,  under  President  Cleve- 
land, but  has  never  been  willing  to  accept  local  of- 
fices. Commerciallv  and  socially  he  is  one  of  the 
representative  citizens  of  North  Haven. 

Mr.  Gilbert  married  Celia  Louise  Fish,  a  na- 
tive of  Grand  View,  N.  Y.,  and  a  daughter  of  x\sa 
N.  and  Harriet  (Crossett)  Fish.  Mr.  and  ^Irs. 
Gilbert  have  one  of  the  most  desirable  residences 
in  the  town.  They  are  members  of  St.  John's 
Episcopal  Church. 

CHARLES  SAMUEL  GILLETTE,  one  of 
the  most  progressive  citizens  and  prominent  agri- 
culturists of  Cheshire,  was  born  in  Colchester, 
New  London  Co.,  Conn.,  July  15,  1840,  and  traces 


his  ancestry  back  to  the  first  Puritan  settlers  in 
New  England.  The  family  was  originally  from 
France,  but  removed  to  England  during  the  days 
of  William  the  Conqueror,  and  from  the  latter 
coimtry  came  to  America,  first  locating  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  later  in  Windsor,  Conn.  Descend- 
ants of  these  pioneers  are  now  widely  scattered 
over  the  American  continent. 

Samuel  S.  Gillette,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  also  a  native  of  Colchester,  and  a  son  of  Sam- 
uel Gillette,  a  farmer  and  land  owner  of  New  Lon- 
don county,  where  his  death  occurred.  The  fa- 
tner  received  a  good  common-school  education,  and 
for  several  years  successfully  engaged  in  teaching 
in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  county.  Sub- 
sequently he  located  upon  a  farm  in  the  town  of 
Colchester,  and  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life 
to  general  farming  and  stock  raising  and  dealing. 
He  was  a  Whig  and  later  a  Republican  in  politics, 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  was  quite  a  prominent  and  highly  re- 
spected man  in  his  community.  He  married  Jose- 
phine Babcock,  a  native  of  East  Haddam.  2\Iiddle- 
sex  county,  and  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Babcock, 
one  of  the  old  and  respected  settlers  of  that  place, 
and  a  descendant  of  an  old  Rhode  Island  family. 
By  this  union  were  born  four  children :  Charles 
Samuel,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Oscar,  who  died  in 
New  Orleans  while  a  soldier  of  the  Civil  war ; 
Dwight,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead ;  and 
Selden  L.,  a  resident  of  Kent,  Ohio.  Both  par- 
ents died  on  the  old  homestead,  and  were  buried 

;  in  Colchester  cemetery.     The  mother  was  also  an 
earnest  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
The  primary   education   of  Charles   S.   Gillette 

'  was  obtained  in  the  district  schools  near  his  boy- 

;  hood  home,  and  was  supplemented  by  a  course  at 
the  Colchester  Academy.  He  remained  under  the 
parental     roof    until    attaining   man's    estate,    and 

:  learned  the  carpenter's  and  joiner's  trade,  at  which 
he  worked  for  several  years,  and  then  bought  a 
farm,  which  he  operated  for  two  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  removed  to  the  town  of  Meri- 
den,  where  he  followed  farming  until  coming  to 
Cheshire,  in  1874,  when  he  purchased  the  Anson 
Tuttle  farm  of  fifty-three  acres,  which  he  has 
since  greatly  improved.  In  connection  with  farm- 
ing he  continued  to  work  at  his  trade  in  the  town 
of  Cheshire  and  other  sections  of  the  county  for 

'  several  vears,  and  in  1890  embarked  in  the  feed 
and  agricultural  implement  business.  He  now 
represents  several  dififerent  manufacturers  of  farm 
machinery  in  the  United  States,  and  is  also  agent 
for  fertilizers.  He  is  a  man  of  good  business  and 
executive  ability,  is  enterprising  and  progressive, 
and  upright  and  honorable  in  all  his  dealings. 

'<  Mr.  Gillette  was  married,  in  Stroudsburg,  Pa., 
to  Miss  Emma  Laing,  a  native  of  Johnsonburg, 
Warren  Co.,  N.  J.,  who  is  well  educated  and  is  a 
talented  musician.  ?^Irs.  Gillette  is  a  daughter  of 
Joseph   C.   and    Phoebe   A.    (Bunting)    Laing,   na- 
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tivcs  of  the  same  vicinity.  Her  grandparents  were 
Samuel  aiul  Editli  (Lundy)  Laing,  natives  _  of 
New  Jersey  and  New  York,  respectively.  The 
f.imilv  has  been  traced  back  to  Aberdeen,  Scot- 
l.ind.  To  ^fr-  and  Mrs.  Gillette  have  been  born 
two  cliildren:  Charles,  deceased;  and  Dwight 
I.aiiig.  'i'iiey  have  taken  three  girls  to  rear,  one 
of  wliom  is  deceased.  The  eldest,  Alinna  Bunting, 
i,  now  the  wife  of  \V.  Percy  Bristol,  of  ^Nleriden ; 
tiie  youngest,  Amy,  is  now  a  student  in  the  public 
schools.  Dwight  L.  Gillette  was  educated  in  the 
I'.piscopal  Academy  of  Cheshire,  and  holds  a  di- 
ploma from  the  Amherst  (Mass.)  Agricultural 
College.  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Gillette  are  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  he  is  a  Republi- 
can in  politics.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  the 
Grange,  and  has  served  as  chaplain  of  the  same ; 
and  has  been  elected  to  several  local  positions  of 
honor  and  .  trust,  having  served  as  selectman  of 
Cheshire  and  also  assessor  and  justice  of  the  peace, 
the  duties  of  which  offices  he  most  capably  and 
satisfactorily  discharged. 

GLADWIN.  This  family,  of  which  Gilbert  A. 
Gladwin,  one  of  Meriden's  highly  respected  citi- 
zens, and  the  late  Hon.  Russell  S.  Gladwin,  were 
descendants,  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  respect- 
ed in  Middlesex  county,  and  is  of  English  origin. 

Joseph  Gladwin,  the  grandfather  of  Gilbert  A., 
was  bom  in  Saybrook,  Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  in 
1763,  was  a  farmer,  and  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution.  His  life  ended  in  Saybrook, 
May  3,  1823.  His  four  sons  were  Silas,  Elisha, 
Alva  and  Joseph. 

Joseph  Gladwin  (2),  son  of  Joseph  (i),  was 
born  Dec.  22,  1791,  in  Saybrook,  and  was  engaged 
through  life  in  agricultural  pursuits.  His  death 
occurred  at  an  advanced  age,  and  ne  rests  in  Deep 
River  cemetery.  In  politics  he  was  an  Old-line 
Whig,  ana  for  many  years  he  was  a  leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church.  Joseph  Gladwin  was 
married  in  Saybrook  to  Sally  Doane,  who  was  born 
June  3,  1796,  a  daughter  of  Edmund  and  Sally 
(Bushnell)  Doane,  and  died  Feb.  6,  1874.  Chil- 
dren as  iollows  were  born  to  them :  Chapman, 
born  June  2,  1819,  resides  in  Essex,  Conn. :  Almira, 
born  Alarch  6,  1821,  married  William  L.  Jones 
and  died  April  29,  1887;  Russell  Samuel  and  Gil- 
bert A.,  both  mentioned  below ;  Juliet,  born  Dec. 
27,  1828,  died  March  3,  1829;  Joseph  S..  born 
March  2,  1830,  served  in  the  15th  Conn.  \'.  I.,  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war,  and  is  a  painter  in  Westbrook, 
Conn.;  Juliet,  born  July  30,  1832.  married  L.  E. 
Dennison,  of  Saybrook,  and  died  Feb.  16,  1857; 
Augustus  T.,  born  May  19,  1835,  ^ied  April  15, 
i8^>2;  and  Ecford  H.,  born  July  16,  1838,  is  a 
blacksmith  in  Essex. 

The  late  Russell  S.vmuel  Gl.\dwix  was  born 
in  Saybrook  .-^ug.  22,,  1823,  grew  up  on  the  farm, 
was  educated  in  the  district  and  private  schools. 
He  learned  blacksmithing,  and  coming  to  Meriden 


engaged  in  work  at  his  trade,  with  Lucius  Smith 
as  a  partner,  later  becoming  a  foreman  in  the  forg- 
ing department  of  the  Parker  Bros,  gun  factory, 
in  which  he  was'  a  director.  Still  later  he  became 
a  member  of  a  stock  company  which  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  steel  shears,  this  concern  after- 
ward being  known  as  the  Miller  Bros.  Cutlery  Co. 
After  disposing  of  his  interest  in  this  company, 
Mr.  Gladwin  engaged  for  a  number  of  years,  in- 
dependently, in  the  same  line  of  work.  In  1849 
he  joined  the  gold  seekers  in  California,  and  re- 
mained three  years.  Late  in  life  he  became  an 
invalid,  and  was  kindly  cared  for  by  his  brother 
Gilbert  A.,  who  also  looked  after  his  business  in- 
terests. For  many  years  Mr.  Gladwin  was  a  prom- 
inent Republican,  was  a  member  of  the  city  coun- 
cil, and  the  second  mayor  of  ]\Ieriden,  holding  the 
office  with  credit  and  ability ;  the  first  mayor  was 
the  venerable  Charles  Parker.  ^Ir.  Gladwin  was 
a  prominent  member  of  the  Baptist  Society,  a  good 
man,  an  excellent  citizen,  beloved  by  his  family 
and  the  community.  Socially  he  had  long  been  a 
member  of  Center  Lodge,  No.  97,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
of  Meriden.  The  death  of  this  prominent  citizen 
occurred  May  15,  1900,  and  his  interment  took 
place  in  Walnut  Grove  cemetery.  In  1847  ^^^  was 
married  to  Eunice  A.  Averill,  who  was  born  in 
Branford,  Conn.,  daughter  of  David  and  Polly 
Averill.  Two  children  were  born  to  this  union, 
both  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Gladwin 
passed  away  April  15,  1895,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two  years,  and  was  buried  in  Walnut  Grove  cem- 
etery. She,  too,  had  been  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church. 

Gilbert  A.  Gl.adwin  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Saybrook,  Sept.  12,  1826.  His  edu- 
cation was  obtained  in  the  district  and  private 
schools,  and  untd  early  manhood  he  worked  on 
the  home  farm.  Possessed  of  business  ability  and 
mechanical  genius,  while  still  a  young  man  he  be- 
came a  manufacturer  of  joiners'  tools,  carrying 
on  a  successful  business  in  Winthrop  until  1861, 
at  which  time  he  accepted  a  position  as  pattern- 
maker in  the  Parker  gun  shop,  in  ]\Ieriden.  Air. 
Gladwin  and  Philo  Hart  were  the  makers  of  the 
pattern  for  the  first  printing-press  in  Meriden, 
which  was  used  by  The  Recorder,  established  by 
the  well-known  Luther  Riggs.  Until  1865  Mr. 
Gladwin  remained  with  the  Parker  Co.,  and  then, 
in  association  with  H.  R.  Tooley,  he  embarked 
in  the  furniture  business,  the  firm  style  being 
Toolev  &  Gladwin.  This  partnership  lasted  until 
1869,  when  Air.  Gladwin  bought  the  interest  of 
Mr.  Tooley  and  continued  with  Choate  Howard 
until  1879,  and  with  others  of  the  Howard  family 
until  1884,  when  he  sold  out  this  enterprise,  which 
is  now  conducted  by  the  Howard  Brothers,  on 
Colony  street.  I'or  the  past  sixteen  years  Mr. 
Gladwin  has  employed  his  time  in  looking  after 
his  own  and  his  brother's  real-estate  interests. 
For  many  years  he  was  a  very  prominent   factor 
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in  the  business  world  of  Meriden,  in  which  he  was 
well  and  favorably  known. 

On  Nov.  6,  1848,  Mr.  Gladwin  was  married  in 
Winthrop,  town  of  Saybrook,  •  to  Marietta  E. 
Jones,  who  was  born  in  Winthrop,  Jan.  12,  1827, 
a  daughter  of  Capt.  Zina  Jones,  of  Saybrook.  Her 
death  occurred  April  18,  1851,  and  she  was  in- 
terred in  Winthrop  cemetery.  The  only  child  of 
this  marriag-e.  Marietta  E.,  was  born  April  14, 
1851,  and  married  Edwin  P.  Hall;  their  three 
children  are  Arthur  G.,  a  newspaper  man  of  New 
York  City ;  Abbie ;  and  Mabel,  the  latter  engaged 
in  the  art  and  embroidery  business  in  Meriden. 
On  March  31,  1852,  he  married  for  his  second  wife 
Abigail  W.  Loomis,  who  was  born  May  9,  1826,  a 
daughter  of  Simon  and  Lydia  (Williams)  Loomis, 
and  a  granddaughter  of  Simon  and  Sallie  (Hol- 
brook)  Loomis.  Her  death  occurred  in  Meriden 
Aug.  6,  1898,  and  she  was  buried  in  Walnut  Grove 
cemetery.  Mrs.  Glaawin  was  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  a  lady  of  Christian  charac- 
ter, gracious  presence  and  winning  personality. 

For  over  thirty  years  Mr.  Gladwin  has  been  a 
deacon  in  the  ^lain  Street  Baptist  Church,  and  for 
many  years  has  been  an  efficient  Sunday-school 
teacher.  In  his  earlier  political  life  he  was  an 
advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Free-soil  party. 
In  1859  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  as  a 
non-partisan,  from  the  town  of  Saybrook.  At 
present  he  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Prohibi- 
tionist party,  conscientiously  believing  its  princi- 
ples to  be  the  best  for  the  country.  He  is  one  of 
the  best-known  and  most  highly  respected  men  of 
his  community. 

SAMUEL  A.  CHAPMAN.  In  the  death  of 
this  gentleman,  Feb.  13,  1896,  the  city  of  Waterbury 
lost  one  of  her  best  citizens,  and  his  family  a  most 
indulgent  head. 

The  corrring  of  the  Chapmans  (one  of  the  early 
New  England  families)  to  Connecticut  dates  back 
to  a  period  beyond  two  and  a  quarter  centuries  ago, 
and  to  the  territory  of  the  present  town  of  Tolland 
to  approximately  one  and  three-quarters  centuries ; 
the  various  members  have  been  eminently  distin- 
guished  in  both  civil   and  military  life. 

Edward  Chapman,  the  first  American  ancestor 
of  one  branch  of  the  Tolland  Chapmans,  came  about 
1660  to  Windsor  from  England,  where  he  married 
Elizabeth  Fox.  He  settled  in  Simsbury  (then  a 
part  of  Windsor),  and  lost  his  life  at  the  storming 
of  Narragansett  Fort  in  December,  1675. 

Simon  Chapman,  a  son  of  Edward,  born  in  i66q, 
lived  in  Windsor,  but  held  lands  in  Tolland,  of  which 
town  he  was  one  of  the  great  proprietors.  He  mar- 
ried about  1692,  and  his  son, 

Capt.  Samuel  Chapman,  born  in  1696,  married. 
in  171 7,  Hannah  Strong,  and  became  the  progenitor 
of  all  the  Chapmans  in  the  western  part  of  the  town 
of  Tolland,  which  town  began  to  he  settled  about 
1725.    He  was  the  only  justice  of  the  peace  in  Tol- 


land for  nine  years,  and  was  selectman  for  eleven 
years.  He  died  in  the  service  of  his  country  during 
the  French  war.  Capt.  Samuel  Chapman's  several 
sons  and  daughters  all  married  and  also  settled  in 
Tolland,  where  the  sons  became  the  wealthiest  men 
in  the  town  and  were  among  the  most  active,  public- 
spirited  and  influential. 

Col.  Samuel  Chapman,  son  of  Capt.  Samuel 
Chapman,  born  in  Windsor  a  few  years  prior  to  his 
father's  settling  in  Tolland,  married,  in  1750,  Sarah 
White,  of  Bolton,  Conn.  He  was  a  very  remarka- 
ble man,  and  a  very  eminent  citizen  of  Tolland.  He 
served  as  captain  in  the  French  and  Indian  war,  and 
as  colonel  of  the  22d  Connecticut  Militia  during  the 
entire  war  of  the  Revolution.  His  was  the  master 
spirit  that  brought  the  citizens  of  Tolland  into  unan- 
imous and  energetic  action  in  the  Revolutionary 
contest.  His  personal  courage  and  astonishing 
hardihood  were  proverbial  among  his  soldiers. 
Few  men  could  be  found  so  unflinching  in  mo- 
ments of  danger,  and  his  finnness  and  energy  never 
faltered  under  any  circumstances.  He  was  rather 
under  the  middle  stature,  had  blue  eyes,  and  his 
voice  was  remarkable  for  its  loudness  and  energy. 
He  was  a  great  reader,  taciturn  and  of  studious  hab- 
its. He  never  laughed,  and  it  is  said  a  smile  sel- 
dom lighted  his  countenance.  Col.  Chapman  was 
elected  to  the  General  Assembly  from  Tolland  forty- 
three  times,  when  the  election  was  held  twice  a  year, 
and  attended  fifteen  special  sessions  of  that  body. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  convention  in  1788,  and 
voted  for  the  adoption  of  the  present  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  He  was  several  years  a  select- 
man, and  for  twenty-six  years  (1772-1797)  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace. 

Among  other  prominent  men  of  the  name  in 
Tolland  were:  Deacon  Elijah  Chapman,  elected 
several  terms  to  the  General  Assembly,  and  also 
served  as  selectman ;  Gen.  Elijah  Chapman,  who 
several  times  was  a  member  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, and  for  twenty-three  years  served  as  sheriff 
of  Tolland  county;  and  Capt.  Ashbel,  who  was  also 
several  times  in  the  General  Assembly,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  convention,  in  1818,  which  framed  the 
Constitution  of  the  State. 

Of  the  five  children  of  Col.  Samuel  Chapman, 
Samuel,  born  in  1757,  settled  in  Ellington,  Conn.  On 
Oct.  24,  1782,  he  married  Mary  Carlton,  and  be- 
came the  father  of  ten  children,  among  whom  was 
Chester,  the  father  of  our  subject. 

Chester  Chapman  grew  to  manhood  and  ^larch, 
1832,  married  Abigail  Loomis,  who  bore  him  four 
children:  Samuel  A.,  our  subject;  Mary  Carlton, 
born  Dec.  19,  1834;  John  Melvin,  born  Dec.  23, 
1836;  and  Emily  Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  17,  1839.  On 
Dec.  29,  1840,  Chester  Chapman  wedded  Elizabeth 
Bull,  of  Ellington,  Conn.,  and  five  children  came 
to  this  second  marriage:  Eustace  Chester,  born 
Sept.  30,  1841  ;  Florence  Alicia,  Oct.  25,  1842;  Les- 
lie Clarence,  Feb.  16,  1845  !  Randolph  Butler,  Nov. 
16,  1848;  and  Edwin  Dayton,  July  15.  185 1. 
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Samuel  A.  Cliapman,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sSa-tTh.  was  born  Dec.  25,  1832,  in  the  town  of 
1- !liiii:toii,  tlic  eldest  in  a  family  of  nine  children. 
\\  hilf  vet  a  boy  he  left  home  and  began  his  business 
cifccr  in  Hartford,  Conn.  In  1858  he  came  to  Wat- 
cihtirv  as  a  contractor  with  Rogers  &  Bros.,  with 
\siiich  Jirni  he  remained  about  seven  years.  At  the 
i-M<I  of  this  period  he  accepted  a  position  with  the 
Holmes,  Booth  &  Hayden  Co.,  as  superintendent, 
II!  wliich  capacity  he  served  that  company  for  eight- 
een vears,  becoming  after  a  time  one  of  the  directors 
of  tiic  company,  in  1883  he  organized  the  Chap- 
man &  Armstrong  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  which 
lie  himself  was  chosen  president;  he  was  also 
president  of  the  Hammond  Buckle  Co.  As  a 
brass  manufacturer  yiv.  Chapman  was  considered 
one  of  the  best  in  the  country.  For  several 
vears  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  com- 
I)ensation  in  \\'aterbury,  and  was  also  at  one 
time  police  commissioner  of  the  city.  On  the  ques- 
tion of  values  of  property  he  was  considered  an 
expert,  and  his  advice  was  frequently  sought  in  a 
public  capacity.  Mr.  Chapman,  without  being  at 
all  demonstrative,  was  exceedingly  public-spirited, 
and  watched  with  keen  interest  all  public  matters, 
and  ofttimes,  without  appearing  to  do  so,  exerted 
considerable  influence.  He  was  a  councilman  for 
many  years,  and  in  every  way  was  a  man  of  prom- 
inence, highly  respected  by  all.  As  an  employer  of 
large  numbers  of  men,  he  was  considered  to  be  just 
and  considerate,  winning  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  those  who  were  associated  with  him.  Fraternally 
he  was  a  member  of  Harmony  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  ]\I., 
and  of  Clark  Commandery,  K.  T.,  of  Waterbury. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Republican.  In  addition  to 
iiis  other  interests  he  owned  an  extensive  dairy  and 
sheep  farm  in  Madison,  Conn.,  on  which  were  to 
be  found  all  modern  improvements,  and  he  was  also 
the  proprietor  of  several  seaside  cottages. 

On  May  25,  1858,  'Sir.  Chapman  married  ^liss 
Mary  E.  Lancey  (also  spelled  DeLanceyj,  who  was 
born  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Betsey  (Herrick)  Lancey,  and  to  this  union 
was  born  ]\Iarch  26,  1859,  ^  daughter,  Florence 
Mabel,  who  is  living  at  home.  Mr.  Lancey  was  a 
native  of  Weston,  V't.,  born  March  10,  i8or,  and 
died  in  1840.  He  was  a  son  of  Zacheus  Lancey, 
who  settled  in  Weston.  ]^lrs.  Lancey  was  born  in 
Chesterfield,  X.  H.,  a  daughter  of  Silas  Herrick, 
and  died  Sept.  17,  1865.  The  first  of  this  DeLancey 
family  in  America  came  from  France  and  settled 
m  one  of  the  Xew  England  States  some  time  in  the 
fi^luecnth  century.  Mrs.  Chapman,  the  wife  of 
our  subject,  was  one  of  a  family  of  six  children, 
as  follows:  William  J.,  a  dentist  in  Centralia,  111., 
nnIio  always  writes  his  name  DeLancey;  Helen  SI., 
unmarried;  George,  who  died  in  infancy;  Sarah  J., 
wile  of  Leroy  S.  \\'hite,  of  Waterbury,  Conn. ;  :Mary 
I-.  (.Nlrs.  Chapman)  ;  and  John  L.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  two  anrl  one-half  vears. 

Mr.   Chapman   died    Feb.    13,    1896,   at  Water- 


bury, and  a  local  paper  of  the  time  pays  him  the 
following  well-merited  eulogy:  "In  the  death  of 
Samuel  A.  Chapman,  Waterbury  loses  one  of  its 
representative  citizens.  The  news  of  his  death  came 
with  startling  and  shocking  suddenness,  and  to  the 
many  who  loved  him  for  what  he  was,  it  is  experi- 
enced as  a  personal  affliction.  He  was  a  noble  and 
generous  man,  whose  many  unostentatious  kind- 
nesses and  gracious  deeds  caused  him  to  be  held  in 
high  regard." 

DWIGHT  J.  DOWNS  is  a  well-known  busi- 
ness man  of  Ansonia,  where  he  is  engaged  as  a 
butcher  and  a  dealer  in  hides  and  skins^  also 
handling  fertilizers.  He  has  quite  a  large  estab- 
lishment in  Division  street. 

Mr.  Downs  was  born  in  Seymour,  Xew  Haven 
county,  Dec.  3,  1839,  ^  son  of  James  Downs,  who 
was  born  in  Huntington,  this  State,  and  was  one 
of  a  family  of  nine  children.  The  mother  of  these, 
Mrs.  Lydia  (Patterson)  Downs,  lived  to  her  nine- 
ty-second year.  The  father  was  a  farmer  in 
Huntington,  where  he  was  married  and  died  at 
the  age  of  fifty  years.  James  Downs  was  reared 
on  a  farm  and  educated  in  the  public  schools.  On 
reaching  manhood  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Mon- 
roe, and  spent  his  life  in  its  cultivation.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  He 
married  Carrie  Johnson,  who  was  born  in  Seymour 
(then  known  as  Derby),  daughter  of  Beecher 
Johnson,  who  had  three  children.  The  Johnsons 
were  early  settlers  in  this  part  of  the  State,  and  a 
grandchild  of  Mr.  Johnson  still  occupies  the  old 
homestead.  Of  the  live  children  born  to  Mr.  and 
iNIrs.  Downs,  two  are  still  living:  Beech  J.,  who 
was  the  third  child;  and  Dwight  J.,  our  subject; 
one  daughter  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  and 
one  son  at  the  age  of  eighty-one.  Mrs.  Downs 
died  when  si.xty-eight  years  old.  Both  parents 
were  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Dwight  J.  Downs  spent  the  first  thirteen  years 
of  his  life  under  the  parental  roof.  He  then  went 
out  to  work  by  the  month,  doing  a  man's  work.  He 
was  in  Southbury  three  years,  after  which  he  took 
up  the  butcher  business,  running  a  wagon  in  Ber- 
lin for  three  years,  when  he  sold  out.  In  186S 
he  came  to  Ansonia  and  started  a  retail  meat  mar- 
ket, which  he  carried  on  for  seventeen  years.  F"or 
two  years  he  was  also  engaged  in  a  "cooler"  at 
Derby,  which  then  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 
Derby  Beef  Co.  At  the  present  time  he  is  doing 
a  wholesale  business  in  beef  and  rendered  tallow, 
and  also  deals  largely  in  fertilizers,  collecting  and 
preparing  from  fifty  butcher  shops.  Mr.  Down-^ 
is  among  the  oldest  business  men  in  this  section, 
and  his  career  has  been  marked  by  singular  integ- 
rity and  honesty.  He  has  a  fine  home,  and  ijuilt 
his  present  house  in  1879,  on  the  site  of  one  that 
was  175  years  old.  He  has  e.xtensive  real-estate 
interests,  and  has  bought  and  now  owns  several 
valuable  houses  and  a  factory. 
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Mr.  Downs  was  married  in  1867  to  Annie  E. 
Gray,  of  Southl)ury,  where  she  was  born,  daughter 
of  Frederick  H.  and  Harriet  E.  (Tuttle)  Gray. 
The  father  is  a  farmer,  and  has  passed  all  his  life 
in  Southbury,  where  he  o\ras  a  fine  farm ;  he  has 
another  in  Iowa.  He  is  a  vigorous  and  energetic 
man  for  one  of  his  years.  Airs.  Downs  is  the 
eldest  of  a  family  of  five  children,  and  to  her  union 
with  Mr.  Downs  have  come  three  children:  (i) 
Harriet  niarried  Benjamin  Porter,  general  man- 
ager of  the  electric  line  between  Ansonia  and 
Derby,  and  also  manager  of  the  National  Box  & 
Paper  Co.,  one  of  the  largest  institutions  of  the 
kind  in  the  country.  (2)  Ruth  A.  is  a  graduate 
of  the  high  school,  and  resides  at  home.  (3) 
Frederick  D.,  also  at  home,  is  employed  in  the 
office  of  the  Derby  Street  Railway  Company. 

Mr.  Downs  is  a  Republican  politically.  He  be- 
longs to  King  Solomon's  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  with 
v/hich  he  has  been  connected  since  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  old.  He  and  his  wife  and  daughter  be- 
long to  the  Methodist  Church.  Mrs.  Downs  and 
her  two  daughters  belong  to  the  D.  A.  R.  The 
maternal  great-grandfather  of  Mr.  Downs,  whose 
name  was  Clark,  served  in  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, was  captured  by  the  EngHsh,  and  died  while 
in  prison. 

CYRUS  \V.  TUTTLE.  for  half  a  century  an 
honored  resident  of  West  Haven,  now  living  retired, 
is  a  native  of  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.,  born  March  10,  1844. 

James  Tuttle,  the  first  of  the  family  in  New 
England,  came  in  1638  from  England  with  Rev. 
John  Davenport.  Bela  Tuttle,  the  great-great-grand- 
father of  Cyrus  W.,  was  killed  while  serving  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  in   1777. 

Jesse  Tuttle,  son  of  Bela,  and  the  great-grand- 
father of  Cyrus  \V.,  was  a  lifelong  farmer  of  Wat- 
ertown,  Connecticut. 

Isaac  Tuttle,  son  of  Jesse,  and  the  grandfather 
of  Cyrus  W..  was  a  native  of  Watertown.  He  was 
a  farmer  and  clockmaker.  being  one  of  the  first  em- 
ployes in  the  Seth  Thomas  Clock  Works  at  Thom- 
aston;  in  fact,  he  assisted  in  building  the  factory 
there.  In  i860  he  removed  to  New  Haven  and  lived 
retired  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1867,  when 
he  was  eighty-one  years  old.  He  married  Chloe 
Bidwell,  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Chloe  Bidwell, 
of  Farmington,  and  four  children  were  born  to 
them.  The  mother  died  in  1880.  aged  eighty-nine 
years,  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

George  W.  Tuttle,  father  of  Cyrus  W.,  was  born 
in  Watertown,  Jan.  14,  1814,  and  received  his  edu- 
cation in  part  at  the  common  schools  there,  and  at 
Litchfield  Academy.  After  leaving  school  he  fol- 
lowed mercantile  pursuits  in  New  Haven,  Conn., 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  South  Carolina,  until  1851, 
in  which  year  he  removed  to  West  Haven,  where,  in 
1855,  he  assisted  in  organizing  the  buckle  business 
in  West  Haven  and  was  a  director  up  to  his  death. 
In  the  twenty  years  he  lived  in  W^est  Haven  he  did 


much  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  place,  and  in 
addition  to  the  buckle  works  he  was  the  organizer 
of  the  key  business,  which  he  carried  on  some  five 
years,  or  until  his  decease.  He  was  one  of  the  pro- 
moters of  the  New  Haven  and  West  Haven  Horse 
Railway,  in  1867,  and  in  every  way  gave  his  best 
efiforts  toward  assisting  the  town.  In  politics  he 
was  independent;  he  hold  the  office  of  selectman, 
was  a  member  of  the  school  committee,  and  in  many 
ways  showed  the  interest  he  had  in  tlie  welfare  of 
the  community.  George  W.  Tuttle  married  Saloma 
Andrews,  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Saloma  (Grid- 
ley)  Andrews,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  farmer 
of  Hamden,  this  county.  Mrs.  Tuttle's  grandfather, 
who  was  an  elder  in  the  Methodist  Church,  married 
Sybil  Eaton,  of  Hamden.  To  Mr.  Tuttle  and  his 
wife  were  born  five  children,  two  of  whom  survive, 
Cyrus  W.,  our  subject;  and  Edward,  in  California. 
The  father  died  Aug.  5,  1871,  the  mother  in  1890. 
Both  were  members  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
in  which  they  took  an  active  interest. 

Cyrus  W.  Tuttle,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  was  seven  years  old  when  the  family  re- 
moved to  West  Haven,  and  he  received  his  education 
there  at  the  common  schools  and  the  academy,  after 
which  he  worked  in  his  father's  key  factory,  and 
for  a  time  was  a  clerk  in  New  Haven.  In  October, 
1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  27th  Conn.  V.  I., 
in  which  he  served  nine  months,  during  w^hich 
period  he  participated  in  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg. 

In  1868  Cyrus  W.  Tuttle  was  married  to  Jean- 
ette  Hale,  who  was  born  in  Greenfield  Hill,  Conn., 
daughter  of  Hiram  and  Mary-  (Morehouse)  Hale, 
the  former  of  whom  was  a  blacksmith  in  the  town 
of  Fairfield.  Five  children  have  been  born  to  this 
union,  three  of  whom  are  living,  viz. :  ( i )  Georgia 
I.  is  the  wife  of  Edwin  A.  Lettney.  a  plumber  of 
West  Haven ;  they  have  three  children.  Eleanor, 
Jeanette  and  Edwin  A.,  Jr.  (2)  Ida  May  is  the 
wife  of  James  W.  Young,  who  is  in  charge  of  R.  G. 
Dun's  Commercial  Agency,  at  Richmond.  \"a.  (3) 
Harry  E.  died  in  December,  1900,  in  California.  (4) 
Elsie  Morehouse  is  at  home.  (5)  Alice  died  in  in- 
fancy. The  mother  of  these  died  in  1892,  at  the 
age  of  forty-one  years,  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church. 

HILLHOLTSE.  During  much  of  the  eighteenth 
and  through  the  greater  part  of  the  first  half  of  the 
century  just  closed,  the  family  bearing  this  name 
was  a  conspicuous  one  in  the  annals  of  Con- 
necticut and  the  city  of  New  Haven.  We  refer  to 
the  descendants  of  Rev.  James  Hillhouse.  and  es- 
peciallv  to  the  line  of  the  Hon.  James  Hillhouse, 
the  illustrious  statesman,  and  his  son  James  Abra- 
ham Hillhouse,  the  distinguished  poet  and  scholar, 
both  of  New  Haven,  where  one  of  the  latter's  daugh- 
ter Aliss  Isaphene  Hillhouse,  continues  to  make 
her  home. 

Rev.   James    Hillhouse,    the    progenitor   of    the 
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.\!,imvillc  ami  Xcw  Haven  Hillhouses,  born  about 
\<^-r,  caino  from  a  distinguished  family,  he  being 
tin- 'son  o{  lohn  Hillhouse  of  Free  Hall,  and  the 
•r.iiid'x'ii  of  Aiiraham  Hillhouse,  whose  residence 
^^'a^  at  Artikelly,  the  latter  being  among  the  signers 
,  /  .m  address  to  King  William  and  Queen  Mary  on 
\]>x  <K-casion  of  the  relief  of  the  Siege  of  London- 
dirrv,  dated  July  29,  1669;  while  James  Hillhouse, 
.,n  iiiicle  of  kev.  James,  was  one  of  the  commis- 
.i..iicrs  to  treat  with  Lord  Mountjoy  in  the  me- 
morable defense  of  Derry  against  the  forces  of 
I.imos  II,  and  was  mayor  of  Londonderry  in  iCx)^. 
kcv.  James  Hillhouse  was  educated  at  the  famous 
L'niversitv  of  Glasgow,  in  Scotland,  and  later  took 
the  divinity  course  in  the  same  institution,  being 
urdaiTicd  bV  the  Presbytery  of  Londonderry  in 
Ireland,  and  appears  to  have  resided  at  or  near  the 
ancestral  home  until  the  death  of  his  father  in  17 16. 
Not  long  after  his  mother's  death,  in  January,  171 7, 
he  is  supposed  to  have  come  with  other  Presbyterians 
from  the  North  of  Ireland,  who  in  1719  established 
themselves  in  New  Hampshire,  where  the  towns  of 
Derry  and  Londonderry,  and  the  Londonderry 
Presbytery  are  the  permanent  memorials  of  that  mi- 
gration. At  the  close  of  1720,  Rev.  Hillhouse  ap- 
peared in  r>oston,  when  Cotton  ]\Iather  spoke  of 
him  as  "a  worthy,  hopeful  and  valuable  \-oung  min- 
ister lately  arrived  in  America."  He  was  installed 
as  pastor  of  the  North  Parish  of  the  Church  in 
New  London,  Conn.,  in  about  1724,  and  sustained 
such  relations  with  it  until  his  death  in  1740,  a 
period  of  about  sixteen  years.  Rev.  Hillhouse  mar- 
ried, in  1726,  Mary,  daughter  of  Daniel,  and  grand- 
<laughter  of  Rev.  James  Fitch,  the  first  minister 
of  Norwich,  Conn.,  and  she  died  in  1768.  Frorn  this 
Couple,  the  late  James  Abraham  Hillhouse.  the  poet 
of  New  Haven,  was  in  the  fourth  generation,  his 
lini-  being  through  Hon.  William  and  Hon.  James 
Hillhouse. 

(  H)  Hon.  William  Hillhouse,  son  of  Rev.  James, 
the  emigrant  settler,  born  in  1728,  married  in  1750, 
Sarah,  born  in  1728,  daughter  of  John  Griswold 
an<l  sister  of  the  first  Governor  Griswold  of  Con- 
necticut, and  settled  on  the  paternal  estate  in  Mont- 
ville,  which  was  his  place  of  abode  until  his  death. 
He  was  greatly  trusted  and  honored  by  his  fellow 
tuwnsmen  and  was  probably  the  most  prominent 
man  of  his  day  in  his  native  town :  was  a  leading 
patriot  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution;  was  many 
«nncs  a  deputy  of  the  General  Court,  and  in  1785 
was  chosen  as  assistant  in  the  Senate.  For  years 
he  w.Ts  judge  of  county  and  probate  courts;  was 
inajur  in  the  2d  Regiment  of  cavalrv  raised  in  Con- 
iKcticut  for  service  in  the  Revolution.  Judge  Hill- 
l>"Usc  ha<l  a  distinguished  personality.  His  wife 
died  on  .March  10,  1777,  and  in  1778,  he  married 
Delia  Hosmcr.     His  death  occurred  in  1816. 

<  >f  this  same  second  generation,  Hon.  Tames 
Ai.raham  Hillhouse,  a  brother  of  Judge  William.was 
''•>rii  .May  12,  17,^0,  was  graduated"  from  Yale  in  1749, 
entered  the  legal  profession  at  New  Haven  about 


j  1756,  soon  becoming  distinguished  at  the  Bar  by  his 
;  forensic  abilities  as  well  as  by  his  learning.  In  1772 
he  was  elected  one  of  the  twelve  assistants,  who 
with  the  governor  and  lieutenant-governor,  were  the 
j  council  or  senate.  His  Christian  life  and  conver- 
!  sation  were  truly  exemplary,  adorned  with  graces 
of  meekness,  charity  and  humility.  Flis  wife  died 
in  1822  and  he  in  1775,  leaving  no  issue. 
{  (III)  Hon.  James  Hillhouse  (2),  son  of  Hon. 
William,  born  in  1754,  married  (second)  in  1782, 
Rebecca  Woolsey.  He  had  been  adopted  by  his 
uncle,  James  Abraham  Hillhouse,  of  New  Haven, 
where  he  was  graduated  from  Yale  in  1773,  which 
I  institution,  in  1823,  conferred  upon  him  the  degree 
of  LL.  D.  During  the  war  of  the  Revolution  he 
served  his  country,  and  in  1779  he  was  captain  of 
the  Governor's  Foot  Guard  at  the  time  New  Ha- 
ven was  invaded  by  the  British  under  Trvon.  Later 
he  practiced  law  in  New  Haven ;  sat  in  the  gov- 
ernor's council  and  was  then  elected  to  Congress 
as  a  Federalist,  taking  an  active  part  in  the  debates 
of  that  body  during  1791-95.  In  1796  he  was  ap- 
pointed United  States  Senator  to  succeed  Hon. 
Oliver  Ellsworth,  who  had  resigned  his  seat  in  the 
United  States  Senate  to  become  Chief  Justice  of 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court.  On  the  with- 
drawal of  Thomas  Jefferson  from  the  Senate,  after 
his  election  to  the  Presidency,  Senator  Hillhouse 
was  appointed  president  pro  tem  of  that  body.  In 
1810  he  resigned  his  seat  in  the  Senate  to  become 
Commissioner  of  School  Fund  of  Connecticut,  and 
held  the  office  until  1825,  during  which  period  he 
is  credited  with  saving  that  fund  from  destruction, 
and  with  adding,  by  judicious  investments,  the  sum 
of  $500,000.  In  1782  he  was  chosen  treasurer  of 
Yale  College,  and  from  that  time  until  his  death, 
a  period  of  fifty  years,  continued  in  such  relations. 
Much  of  the  natural  beauty  of  New  Haven  had  its 
origin  in  the  acts  of  Senator  Hillhouse.  Mrs.  Hill- 
house passed  away  in  December,  181 3,  and  the  Sen- 
ator in  December,  1832. 

James  Abraham  Hillhouse,  son  of  Hon.  James 
Hillhouse  (2),  was  born  Sept.  26,  1789,  in  New 
Haven,  married  Nov.  23,  1822,  Cornelia,  daueh- 
ter  of  Isaac  Lawrence,  of  New  York.  Mr.  Hill- 
house was  graduated  from  Yale  in  1808,  and  later 
went  to  Boston,  Mass.,  wdiere  he  remained  for  three 
years  preparing  for  a  mercantile  career.  Later  he 
engaged  in  business  in  New  York  City,  and  in  1819, 
he  visited  Europe.  Returning  to  this  country,  he 
retired  after  his  marriage,  to  his  country  seat,  "Sac- 
hem's Wood,"  New  Haven,  Conn.,  where  he  passed 
the  rest  of  his  life,  giving  his  time  to  literature. 
While  in  Europe  Mr.  Hillhouse  became  acquainted 
with  a  number  of  distinguished  men.  The  father 
of  Macaulay.  the  historian,  referred  to  him  as  the 
most  accomplished  young  man  with  whom  he  was 
acquainted.  Mr.  Hillhouse  delivered  a  poem  be- 
fore Yale  Chapter  of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society 
which  was  published  in  New  York  in  1822.  This 
was  entitled   "The  Judgment."     In    1819  he  pub- 
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lished  in  London,  "Percy's  ^^lasque,"  a  drama,  which 
was  reprinted  in  New  York,  with  additions,  in  1820. 
"Hadad/'  a  sacred  drama,  was  published  in  New 
York  in  1825.  Others  of  his  puhHshed  works  were 
a  collected  edition  of  his  writings  containing  the  ad- 
ditions of  "Demetria,"  an  Italian  tragedy,  written 
in  1813;  "Sachem's  Wood,"  and  several  discourses 
under  the  title  of  "Dramas  and  Discourses  and 
Other  Pieces"  (2  vols.,  Boston,  1839).  Mr.  Hill- 
house  was  a  poet  of  merit  and  a  man  of  high  lit- 
erar>'  attainments,  yir.  Hillhouse  died  at  New 
Haven,  Jan.  5,  1841,  and  Mrs.  Hillhouse  passed 
away  in  1874.  Their  children  were:  Cornelia 
(who  married  William  Hillhouse),  ^Mary,  Isaphene 
and  James. 

HUDSON  B.  FORBES.  Among  the  old  and 
honored  families  of  East  Haven,  none  enjoy  more 
fully  the  esteem  of  the  community,  which  has  known 
them  so  long,  than  the  Forbes  family,  of  which 
Hudson  B.  is  a  most  worthy  representative. 

Great-grandfather  Samuel  Forbes  married 
Mary  Thompson  and  they  had  these  children : 
Samuel,  Jehiel,  Levi,  Isaac,  Sarah  (who  married 
Jared  Porter),  and  ]\Iary  (who  married  Charles 
Bishop).  Levi  Forbes,  the  grandfather,  married 
Sarah  Tuttle  and  had  these  children :  Anna,  born 
in  March,  1770;  Mary,  born  in  February,  1772; 
Sarah,  born  in  May,  1774;  Levins,  born  in  July, 
1776;  Timothy,  born  in  1778;  Lydia,  born  in  1780; 
Anne,  born  in  1782;  Levi,  born  in  1785;  and  Bela, 
the  father  of  our  subject. 

'Bela  Forbes  was  a  farmer  in  East  Haven.  When 
a  boy  he  had  seen  some  service  on  a  revenue  cutter, 
and  during  the  war  of  181 2  he  held  some  military 
office.  He  died  in  New  Haven  in  1873,  aged  sev- 
enty-eight years.  The  family  attended  the  Epis- 
copal Church.  His  wife  was  Abigail  Bradley,  a 
daughter  of  Joel  Bradley,  a  farmer  of  East  Haven. 
She  died  in  January,  1857.  A  family  of  seven  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  marriage :  Louisa,  who  mar- 
ried Abram  Thompson,  of  East  Haven,  a  sea-faring 
man  (both  deceased)  ;  Lavisa.  who  married  Joseph 
Thompson,  a  brother  of  the  above ;  Jane,  who  mar- 
ried John  A.  Dibbell,  lived  in  New  Haven  (both 
are  deceased)  ;  Minerva,  who  married  Jared  Wed- 
more,  an  oysterman  of  East  Haven;  Ellen,  who 
married  Joel  Bradley,  a  carpenter  in  New  Haven ; 
Lester,  who  married  [Nlary  Willard,  was  a  mason 
constructor;  and  Hudson  B.,  our  subject,  the  fifth 
of  the  family. 

Hudson  B.  Forbes  was  born  in  East  Haven,  or 
Morris  Cove,  !May  2,  1832,  and  spent  his  early  days 
on  the  farm,  and  attended  the  district  schools. 
Then  he  commence'd  a  life  upon  the  water,  continu- 
ing this  until  he  was  twenty  years  old ;  before  he 
was  fifteen  he  was  mate  of  a  vessel.  The  first  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Forbes  took  place  in  September,  1853, 
to  Emily  Ludington,  of  East  Haven,  a  daughter  of 
Caleb  Ludington.  Her  death  occurred  in  January, 
1858,  and  none  of  her  children  reached  maturity. 


On  Sept.  I,  1858,  Mr.  Forbes  was  married  to  Ellen 
E.  Hotchkiss,  who  was  born  in  East  Haven,  ,1 
daughter  of  Joseph  I.  and  Sarah  Ann  (Bradley) 
Hotchkiss.  Ever  since  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Airs. 
Forbes  have  lived  on  the  fine  old  farm,  and  a  large 
family  of  fourteen  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
the  survivors  being:  Fanny  E.  married  William 
Johnson,  who  came  from  Iowa,  and  they  had  one 
child,  Quincy  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five;  Lillian 
J.  married  Frederick  \"an  Sickle,  and  has  four  chil- 
dren, Frederick,  Mildred,  Edith  and  Edna;  and 
Nellie  A.  married  Everett  L.  Wright,  and  has  two 
children,  Raymond  Forbes  and  Madia  Nellie. 
Maude  Adele  is  unmarried.  Fred  H.,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-four,  married  Amelia  Selk,  and 
they  had  one  child,  Harry  Hudson. 

In  1878  Mr.  Forbes  built  the  "Forbes  House," 
at  Morris  Cove,  now  called  the  "Morris  Cove 
House,"  which  he  ran  for  fourteen  years,  commenc- 
ing in  1882.  Like  his  father,  Mr.'  Forbes  has  al- 
ways been  in  sympathy  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and  has  held  many  of  the  local  offices,  having  been 
selectman  in  both  East  Haven  and  New  Haven,  town 
agent  of  East  Haven,  and  a  member  of  the  board  of 
education.  His  religious  training  was  in  the  Epis- 
copal Church. 

ALGERNON  O.  BEACH,  a  prosperous  and 
progressive  agriculturist  of  the  town  of  Hamden, 
is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  in  New  Haven, 
April  29,  1826,  of  New  England  ancestry. 

Oliver  Beach,  his  father,  was  born  in  1788,  in 
Woodbridge,  Conn.,  was  a  mason  by  trade,  and  died 
in  New  Haven  in  1850.  By  his  wife  Elizabeth  Ann 
(Allen)  he  had  a  family  of  ten  children,  named  re- 
spectively: Louisa  A.,  Laura,  Edward,  Laura  {2), 
Elizabeth,  Edward  A.,  Henry  O.,  Algernon  O., 
George  E.  and  Wallace  A. 

When  ten  years  of  age  Algernon  O.  Beach  was 
taken  to  live  with  Jeremiah  Gilbert,  a  farmer  of  the 
town  of  Hamden,  who  was  childless,  and  remained 
with  him  until  his  death,  our  subject  being  then  but 
fifteen  years  of  age.  He  continued  to  live  with  Mr. 
Gilbert's  widow,  having  entire  charge  of  the  farm, 
until  her  death  in  1850,  at  which  time  he  went  to 
Centreville  and  entered  the  employ  of  Air.  Willis 
Churchill,  in  the  auger  shops ;  thence  he  went  to 
Alt.  Carmel  and  worked  for  Henry  Ives  in  the  axle 
shops  for  some  fourteen  years,  during  the  latter 
part  of  which  period  he  was  foreman  of  the  room  in 
which  he  was  employed.  Returning  now  to  the  Gil- 
bert farm  he  remained  thereon  until  1890,  in  that 
year  coming  to  his  present  place  in  the  town  of  Ham- 
den. 

On  Jan.  i,  1847,  Algernon  O.  Beach  was  mar- 
ried to  Frances  Hitchcock,  daughter  of  Leveritt 
Hitchcock,  and  two  children  were  born  to  them. 
Elizabeth  and  Alargaret  E.,  both  of  whom  died 
young.  The  mother  of  these  passed  away  April  29. 
i860,  and  Feb.  20,  i86r.  Air.  Beach  wedded  Julia 
S.  Tuttle,  of  Aliddlebury,  Conn.,  who  entered  into 
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n-st  Feb.  ~2,  1901,  aged  sixty-three  years.  One 
cliiM  KTaccd  this  union,  Frances  E.,  now  the  wife 
III  \\■il^oIl  K.  Goodscll,  of  North  Haven;  they  have 
iw.i  i-liiltlren,  Flora  L.  and  Lillian  F. 

Mr.  lioach  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
(.'hiircli,  as  was  also  his  wife.  In  politics  he  is  a 
j<i-|)ul)lican,  and  has  been  elected  to  various  positions 
oi"  honor  and  trust,  such  as  assessor  several  terms, 
justice  of  the  peace  some  twenty  years,  trial  justice 
;i  guutl  many  years,  and  has  served  as  grand  juror. 
Mr.  I'.each  is  remarkably  temperate,  never  having 
cbewetl  tobacco,  nor  smoked  more  than  one  cigar 
iu  his  life. 

CHARLES  HEXRY.  YQUXG,  a  leading  rep- 
resentative of  the  agricultural  and  business  interests 
of  that  part  of  the  town  of  W'allingford  which  is 
known  as  Yalesville,  was  born  in  the  North  Farms 
District  Jan.  4,  1839. 

William  Young,  the  great-grandfather  of 
Charles  H.,  was  a  land  owner  and  an  extensive  and 
successful  farmer  of  Middlesex  county.  Conn.  Syl- 
vester Young,  his  son,  when  a  young  man,  came  to 
Wallingford  and  located  at  East  Farms,  where  he 
married  i'attie  Mattoon,  a  native  of  Wallingford. 
There  he  engaged  in  agriculture,  spending  his  life 
on  the  farm.  He  was  a  Democrat,  a  good  citizen, 
and  a  well-known  business  man.  He  and  his  wife 
liad  five  children  :  Samuel  and  Harley,  who  died  at 
Liberty.  Sullivan  Co.,  X.  Y. ;  Horace,  who  died  in 
r.radford  comity.  Pa.:  (Jrimell :  and  F'enelon,  who 
was  a  merchant  in  Alabama,  where  he  died.  Mrs. 
.Sylvester  Young  died  on  the  farm  and  was  buried  in 
tlie  Center  Street  cemetery  with  her  husband. 

Orimell  Young,  the  father  of  Charles  Henry, 
was  born  in  the  East  Farms  District,  where  he  at- 
tended the  local  school  and  grew  up  after  the 
fasliion  of  the  farm  lads  of  his  day.  As  a  young 
man  he  was  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  cattle, 
making  trips  to  remote  points  in  \'ermont  and  other 
regions.  Later  on  he  combined  with  his  buying  and 
selling  the  wholesale  butcher  business.  When  he 
was  married  he  gave  up  road  work  and  settled  down 
to  farming  on  the  old  homestead,  where  he  built  a 
fine  dwelling  house  and  made  many  improvements, 
including  the  erection  of  a  mill,  where  he  manu- 
factured cider  and  brandy.  Mr.  Young  was  widely 
known  as  one  of  the  best  judges  of  cattle  in  the 
State.  A  hard  worker,  he  was  noted  for  his  indus- 
tri(jus  habits,  but  intense  devotion  to  business 
somewhat  clouded  his  mind  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
•^ept.  5,  1884.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  and 
ni  religion  held  to  the  Golden  Rule.  He  married 
ranney  M.  Rogers,  who  was  born  in  Stony  Creek, 
this  county,  daughter  of  Gerris  I^ogers,  of  that  town. 
I<»  tiiis  union  came  children  as  follows:  Charles 
Henry:  Lewis,  who  is  a  1)utcher  of  Wallingford; 
I  rank,  living  on  the  family  homestead;  Fanney, 
\slio  (hed  young;  Mary,  who  died  when  seventeen 
>ears  ojil ;  and  Cornelius  \'..  living  on  part  of  the 
homestead.    Mrs.  Orimell  Young  died  Feb.  14,  1893, 
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in  Wallingford,  and  was  buried  in  the  Centre  Street 
cemetery.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Advent  Church, 
and  was  known  as  a  good  Christian  woman,  of  kind 
heart  and  strong  domestic  virtues. 

Charles  Henry  Young  attended  the  district 
school  in  the  East  F^arms  District,  and  when  he 
reached  manhood  engaged  with  his  father  in  the 
cattle  business,  presently  settling  down  on  the  old 
Mattoon  farm,  where  he  remained  five  years.  At 
the  expiration  of  this  period  he  sold  out  and  re- 
moved to  the  town  of  Guilford,  where  he  located  on 
the  Murry  farm.  In  1872  he  came  to  Yalesville 
where  he  has  bought  land,  and  he  has  also  bought 
in  Cheshire,  his  two  purchases  making  a  farm  of  137 
acres  of  fruitful  and  valuable  land.  In  addition  to 
his  other  interests  he  has  also  handled  lumber,  and 
has  built  up  quite  a  trade  in  that  line. 

Mr.  Young  was  married  in  Wallingford  Oct. 
i  25,  i860,  to  Julia  T.  Hine,  a  native  of  Litchfield, 
[  Conn.,  and  a  daughter  of  Sylvester  and  Sally 
:  (Churchill)  Hine.  She  is  a  lady  of  marked  e.xcel- 
\  lence  of  character,  and  is  especially  gifted  as  a 
business  woman.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young  have 
come  eight  children  :  (  i )  Cassius  O.  is  engaged  as 
an  iceman.  He  married  Xellie  Terrill,  and  they  have 
had  three  children — ?klaude,  born  Oct.  8,  1888; 
Charles  B.,  Aug.  8,  1890;  and  Harold  B.,  Alay  2, 
1893.  (2)  Wilber  F.  resides  in  Springfield.  Ort 
June  22,  1887,  he  was  married  to  Sadie  Wilco.N: 
'  Peck,  who  died  Xov.  22,  1891.  On  Xov.  16,  1892,. 
he  married  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Ida  M.  Steven- 
son, and  they  have  two  children — Sarah  Stevenson,, 
born  Oct.  26,  1893 ;  and  Wilber  Fenelon,  born 
Feb.  13,  1898.  (3)  Jennie  Phemilia  was  married 
April  17,  1895,  to  John  E.  Blakeslee,  of  Bridgeport,. 
:  and  has  one  child,  Jennie  Isabelle,  born  Sept.  23, 
1897.  (4)  Ida  Belle  graduated  from  the  Yalesville- 
high  school,  and  is  engaged  as  a  bookkeeper.  (5) 
Frank  Charles  is  in  the  office  of  the  judge  of  pro- 
bate at  X'^ew  Haven.  (6)  Fanny  Sarah  was  mar- 
ried Oct.  19,  1898,  to  F.  H.  Warner,  of  Walling- 
ford, and  has  one  child,  Irene  Cora,  born  Xov.  18, 
1899.  (7)  Cora  Julia  graduated  from  the  Walling- 
ford high  school  in  1894,  and  from  the  Xormal 
School  at  Xew  Haven.  She  has  taught  school  one 
years  in  Wallingford  and  three  years  in  Groton,. 
Conn.,  and  has  been  very  successful.  ( 8)  Flora  May 
married  Richard  M.  R.  Raymond  May  16,  1895,. 
and  has  one  child,  Gladis  May,  born  April  2^,  1897. 
Mr.  Young  is  a  Democrat  and  has  served  on  the 
school  committee  at  Yalesville.  He  is  a  member  of 
Hancock  Lodge,  at  South  Meriden,  and  of  the 
Wallingford  Agricultural  Society.  Mrs.  Young  be- 
longs to  the  Episcopal  Church  and  is  a  good  woman, 
a  faithful  mother  and  a  devoted  wife. 

BEXJAMIX  F.  LEACH,  D.  D.  S..  comes  of  a 
family  of  English  origin,  its  first  American  progeni- 
tors having  l^een  two  brothers  who  emigrated  from 
the  mother  country  in  Colonial  days.  One  settled 
in  Xew  York  State,    the  other    in    Massachusetts. 
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The  Doctor's  father  and  grandfather  were  born  in 
Massachusetts,  in  the  town  of  Wendell,  of  which 
he,  too,  was  a  native,  born  April  i6,  1842. 

Gardiner  Leach,  his  grandfather,  was  a  prosper- 
ous fanner,  enjoyed  the  universal  respect  of  the 
comfnunity,  and  was  a  man  of  considerable  public 
prominence.  He  was  elected  to  various  minor  town 
offices,  and  also  represented  his  district  in  the  Leg- 
islature. He  was  a  man  of  keen  intellect  and  sterling 
moral  worth,  as  well  as  of  tried  fidelity  to  important 
trusts.  He  married  jNIiss  Macomber,  and  was  the 
father  of  five  children,  of  whom  the  eldest,  Chester, 
was  the  father  of  Dr.  Benjamin  F.  Leach.  The 
others  were  Whitman,  who  passed  his  life  on  the 
old  homestead  farm ;  Tamotliy,  who  married  Na- 
thaniel Macomber,  and  settled  in  Shutesbury,  Mass. ; 
Susan,  who  became  the  wife  of  Smith  Orcutt,  a 
shoemaker;  and  Salome,  who  was  married  to  Hawles 
Williams,  a   farmer. 

Chester  Leach  was  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  spent 
most  of  his  days  in  the  town  of  his  birth,  dying  in 
Worcester,  Mass.,  in  1891,  surviving  his  wife  for 
eighteen  years.  He  was  first  a  Whig  and  later  a 
Jlepublican.  He  married  Mary  Orcutt,  who  was 
also  born  in  Wendell,  Mass.  Her  father,  Samuel 
Orcutt,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
was  one  of  the  gallant  band  of  patriotic  heroes  whom 
Ethan  Allen  led  at  Ticonderoga.  The  children  of 
Chester  Leach  were  five  in  number.  The  youngest 
died  in  infancy,  and  one  son,  Lucian  L.,  at  the  age 
of  seven  years.  Those  who  grew  to  manhood  were 
Humphrey  S.,  Valette  W^  and  Benjamin  F.  The 
eldest  son,  Humphrey,  was  an  officer  in  the  Civil 
war  and  died  in  1898  in  Worcester,  Mass.  Valette 
is  practicing  dentistry  in  Keene,  New  Hampshire. 

The  first  nine  years  of  Dr.  Leach's  life  were 
passed  in  Wendell,  when  with  his  parents  he  moved 
to  Leverett,  Mass.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  be- 
gan the  study  of  dentistry  under  the  tutelage  of 
his  cousin,  Dr.  D.  W.  Leach,  at  Randolph,  in  his 
native  State.  He  completed  his  professional  studies 
in  three  years,  and  in  1863  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  at  Ansonia,  Conn.  That  was  an  epochal 
year  in  Dr.  Leach's  life.  It  not  only  marked  his 
attainment  of  his  majority  and  the  commencement 
of  his  professional  career,  but  was  also  the  year  of 
his  marriage  to  Miss  Emma  F.  Boutwell,  of  Lever- 
ett, Mass.,  a  daughter  of  Charles  Boutwell,  a  farmer 
of  that  town. 

The  Doctor  remained  at  Ansonia  only  a  year, 
going  from  there  to  Amherst,  Mass.,  \there  he  was 
engaged  in  active  and  successful  practice  for  ten 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he  removed  to  the 
town  of  Derby,  Conn,  (which  has  since  become  a 
city),  within  whose  confines  he  has  since  lived,  in 
1882  purchasing  a  home  in  Shelton,  where  he  yet 
resides.  Dr.  Leach  is  a  skillful  practitioner,  keep- 
ing fully  abreast  of  every  new  discovery  and  fresh 
advance  in  his  profession.  He  has  a  large  practice 
and  is  universally  held  in  sincere  esteem,  not  only 
for  the  high  order  of  his  attainments,  but  as  well 


for  his  pure  life  and  unblemished  character  as  a 
citizen,  a  Christian  and  a  man.  He  is  a  Republican 
in  politics,  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and 
an  earnest  worker  in  the  cause  of  religion.  For 
thirty-five  years  he  has  been  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  having  united  with  that  body 
while  living  in  Amherst,  Mass.  His  family  are  also 
of  the  same  communion.  He  takes  especial  interest 
in  Sunday-school  work,  having  been  a  superin- 
tendent of  Sunday-schools  almost  during  the  entire 
time  of  his  church  membership,  first  at  Amherst  and 
later  in  Ansonia.  He  is  also  one  of  the  deacons  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church  of  that  city. 

Reference  has  been  already  made  to  Dr.  Leach's 
marriage  to  Miss  Boutwell  in  1863.  She  died  in 
1887,  leaving  no  children,  and  on  June  4,  1889,  he 
was  united  to  Miss  Mary  C,  a  daughter  of  Austin 
Eastman,  of  Amherst,  and  a  niece  of  Hon.  Zebina 
Eastman,  U.  S.  consul  at  Bristol,  England,  for  eight 
years,  part  of  the  time  under  President  Lincoln. 

THEODORE  NELSON  HOTCHKISS,  a  rep- 
resentative of  a  well  known  family,  was  born  in 
Bethany  Dec.  20,  1819,  a  son  of  Harvey  and  Sarah 
(Ailing)  Hotchkiss,  who  were  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  of  whom  only  one,  Harpin,  a  black- 
smith in  Bethany,  is  now  living.  Theodore  N. 
Hotchkiss  remained  in  Bethany  until  he  was  fifteen 
years  old,  acquiring  his  education  in  the  local  school, 
and  then  went  to  Westville,  where  he  learned  the 
mason's  trade;  and  when  he  became  established  in 
life,  married  Eliza  Smith,  and  followed  his  trade 
for  a  number  of  years.  Coming  to  New  Haven  in 
middle  life,  he  built  the  home  where  his  daughter 
Katie  A.  is  now  living,  and  engaged  in  the  building 
and  contracting  business  on  an  extensive  scale,  hav- 
ing at  one  time  some  seventy  men  in  his  employ. 
For  a  time  he  was  associated  with  Elizur  H. 
Sperry,  who  learned  the  trade  under  Mr.  Hotchkiss, 
and  then  selling  out  his  interests,  bought  a  tract  of 
land  on  Kensington  street  and  Edgewood  avenue, 
where  he  built  homes  for  some  twenty-five  families. 
These  he  rented,  became  noted  as  one  of  the  very 
successful  men  of  his  day,  and  had  the  name  of  be- 
ing one  of  the  most  extensive  and  progressive  build- 
ers of  the  time.  What  is  now  known  as  the  Uni- 
versity Club,  and  the  Cutler  building,  and  many 
other  fine  structures  were  put  up  by  him.  Mr. 
Hotchkiss  was  a  member  of  the  Light  Guards,  and 
was  an  enlightened  and  public-spirited  man,  but 
under  no  condition  would  he  accept  ofhce  of  any 
kind.  He  died  Feb.  27,  1888,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
eight. 

Air.  Hotchkiss.  was  twice  married,  his  second 
wife,  Lucia  Sperry,  was  born  in  Bethany,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Alvin  and  Sally  Sperry,  the  former  a  car- 
penter in  Bethany,  where  he  was  a  man  of  much 
repute,  and  was  known  as  "Col."  Sperry.  He  was 
a  man  of  much  religious  feeling,  and  often  preached, 
and  lived  to  be  seventy-six  years  of  age.  He  had 
eleven    children,    of   whom    four    are   now   living: 
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Sarah  :  Cracc  and  Gracia,  twins ;  and  Marion.  ^Irs. 
I.ucia  Hotclikiss  was  the  mother  of  four  children — 
tlircc  of  wlioni  are  hving:  (i)  Katie  A.,  who  re- 
>ides  at  No.  400  Ehn  street,  New  Haven,  where  the 
lamily  lias  had  its  home  for  many  years.  (2)  LiUie 
M.  who  was  the  wife  of  Frank  E.  Frisbie,  and  died 
ill  less  than  one  year  after  marriage.  (3)  Fannie 
C".  who  married  Frank  S.  Piatt,  seedsman  and  flor- 
ist. (4)  Cliarles  S.,  a  grocer  in  the  city,  married 
tir.^t  Annie  L.  Mann,  and  had  one  son,  Harry  Theo- 
«loro,  who  is  the  only  grandchild  of  Theodore  N. 
Hotclikiss  ;  he  married  (second)  Lydia  Clark.  Mrs. 
Lucia  Ilotchkiss  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three. 

^^SS  MELISSA  U.  ^lETCALFE,  a  highly- 
cstccmcd  resident  of  West  Haven,  is  a  n?.tive  of  Au- 
gusta, Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  a  descendant  of  a 
well-known  family. 

Her  father,  the  late  Eleazer  Metcalfe,  was  born 
in  Goshen,  Conn.,  Jan.  31,  1779,  and  was  reared 
upon  a  farm.  He  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1799  he  went  to  Augusta,  Oneida 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  to  build  barns  on  contract,  which  he  did 
with  marked  success,  keeping  a  large  force  of  men 
employed.  At  that  time  Oneida  county  was  an  un- 
broken forest,  the  public  highways  being  marked  by 
incisions  in  the  trees.  Mr.  Metcalfe  was  only  twen- 
ty years  old,  and  that  year  erected  twenty  barns. 
At  one  "raising"'  he  heard  some  men  talking,  and 
one  of  them  said  "That  boy  will  never  get  that  build- 
ing up."  The  young  contractor,  noting  that  his 
critics  were  the  idlers  present,  told  them  to  go  home 
if  they  could  not  work  like  the  others.  He  also 
owned  a  carding  mill  and  grist  mill,  and  ground 
wheat  and  corn,  and  later  had  a  large  farm  and  fat- 
tened cattle  for  market.  For  about  a  quarter  of  a 
century  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  at  Augusta. 
His  death  occurred  Jan.  5,  i860,  when  he  was  aged 
eighty-one.  He  was  active  in  religious  work  as  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church ;  all  of  his 
family  have  taken  keen  interest  in  church  work.  He 
married  Huldah  Yale,  of  Lenox,  Mass.,  who  was 
born  Feb.  4,  1781,  and  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty- 
one.  Of  their  twelve  children  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  the  youngest  and  is  now  the  only  sur- 
vivor. 

Miss  Metcalfe  is  noted  for  clear  foresight  and 
executive  ability  in  business  affairs,  and  her  warm 
tilial  devotion  was  proven  by  the  excellent  care 
which  she  bestowed  upon  her  parents  in  their  old 
<ige.  She  left  school  in  order  to  minister  to  their 
needs,  and  also  saw  four  sisters  die.  In  1877  she 
removed  to  West  Haven  to  care  for  her  youngest 
Im.ther  whose  wife  had  entered  into  rest.  :\Iiss 
Metcalfe  has  invested  extensively  in  real  estate;  she 
has  sold  two  houses  but  still  owns  three  in  the  town 
and  four  houses  have  been  built  by  her,  including 
the  iiandsome  residence  adjoining  her  own.  Her 
own  iiome  at  No.  175  Elm  street  has  lately  been 
much  improved  by  a  steep  roof  and  hot  water  ser- 
vice.    She  is  most  hospitable,  and  delights  in  gather- 


ing her  friends  within  her  pleasant  home  for  social 
recreation.     She    is   popular   among   her   acquaint- 
ances, and  is  one  of  the  active  members  of  church, 
having   brought   her    letter    from   Augusta    to   the 
West  Haven  society.     While  in  Augusta  she  taught 
in  the  Sunday-school,  and  assisted  in  various  branch- 
I  es  of  church  work,  giving  both  time  and  means, 
i         Her  brother,  the  late  Judge  George  W.  Metcalfe, 
remained  at  home  in  early  manhood  while  teaching 
in  Augusta  and  vicinity.     In  1845  ^^^  removed  to 
West  Haven,  where  he  taught  for  a  number  of  years 
1  and  also  followed  the  carpenters'  trade  for  a  time. 
:  For  more  than  twenty  years  he  held  office  as  justice 
i  of  the  peace,  and  was  judge  of  the  police  court,  his 
1  sound  judgment  and  impartiality  making  his  service 
I  of  recognized  value  to  the  community.     In  politics 
j  he  was  a  Republican  and  throughout  his  life  he  ad- 
I  vocated    strict   temperance    principles.     He    was    a 
;  prominent  member  of  the  O.  U.  A.  M.,  and  was 
always  a  leader  in  religious  and  philanthropic  work 
;  in  his  locality.     He  gave  the  interest  on  $500  to  the 
M.  E.  Church  of  West  Haven  and  was  a  member  of 
i  the  Congregational  Church,  where  he  sang  in  the 
;  choir  for  a  number  of  years.       He  married  Mrs. 
;  Miles,  now  deceased,  and  his  own  death  occurred  at 
'  West  Haven  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 

I         DAVIS     WATSON     SMITH,    a    prosperous 
i  farmer  in  East  River  District  of  the  town  of  Madi- 
!  son,  was  born  May  8,  1840,  in  that  part  of  the  town 
locally  known  as  the  Neck. 

The  Smith  family,  of  which  he  is  a  worthy  rep- 
i  resentative,  is  an  old  one  in  Middlesex  county.  Conn. 
1  His  great-grandparents,  Williajn  and  Martha  Smith, 
I  resided  many  years  ago  in  Haddam,  that  county,  in 
the  old  house  just  south  of  the  jail.    William  Smith 
'  was  a  seafaring  man,  owning  and  commanding  ves- 
sels engaged  in  the  West  Indies  trade ;  he  lost  his 
life  at  sea  when  only  forty  years  of  age.     We  have 
the  following  record  of  his  eight  children,  five  sons 
,  and  three  daughters:     (i)  Jonathan  and  (2)  Ezra, 
;  both  of  whom  died  unmarried,  rendered  honorable 
service  in  the  Revolutionary  war ;  they  were  pri- 
vateers, were  captured  about  forty  miles  off  Sandy 
Hook,  and  after  untold  suffering  died  on  the  noted 
I  prison  ship  "Jersey,"  in  Wallabut  Bay :  they  were 
buried  in  the  banks  of  the  bay.  One  of  the  brothers 
was   a  commissioned   officer,   and   his   commission, 
signed  by  Gen.  George  Washington,  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  a  distant  relative  of  our  subject,  in 
Higganum,  in  a  good  state  of  preservation.     ("3) 
Lucy  married  Ezra  Brainerd,  of  Haddam,  and  lived 
to  be  106  years  old ;  she  had  two  or  three  sons  who 
lived  and  died  in  Haddam.     (4)   Simon  married  a? 
Miss  Shailer,  of  Haddam.     (5)  William  was  twice 
j  married,  and  his  wives  were  sisters  of  Dorothy  Hub- 
bard, who  married  his  brother  Jeft'rey.      (6)    Es- 
ther married  Luther  Bordman,  of  Haddam.      (7) 
Martha  married  George  Kelsey,  of  Haddam.     (8) 
Jeffrey  was  the  grandfather  of  our  subject. 

Jeffrey   Smith,  grandfather  of   Davis   W.,   was 
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born  in  1763,  in  the  town  of  Hacklam,  and  tliere 
grew  to  manhood,  and  learned  blacksmithing.  When 
he  had  mastered  that  trade  lie  moved  to  AlatHsoi) 
and  located  in  the  Xeck,  where  he  Iwni^ht  a  small 
farm,  which  he  cultivated  in  connection  with  his 
work  in  the  smithy.  He  built  a  tine  dwelling  house 
on  this  tract,  and  spent  his  life  there,  dying'  Feb. 
I,  1846.  During  the  Revolution  he  drove  cattle 
across  the  Hudson  river  on  the  ice  for  Washing- 
ton's army,  and  he  drew  a  pension  until  his  death. 
As  may  be  inferred,  he  was  a  public-spirited  and 
patriotic  citizen.  He  married  Dorothy  (^ Dolly) 
Hubbard,  who  was  born  in  Haddam,  and  died  in 
Madison  July  13,  1836.  Their  children  were:  (  1) 
Jonathan  was  born  Jan.  4,  1785;  (2)  Daniel  Hub- 
bard, born  March  23,  1787,  married  Content  P'ow- 
ler;  (3)  Ezra,  born  Dec.  16,  1788,  married  Martha 
Stone;  (4)  Esther,  born  Oct.  16,  1790,  married  Dud- 
ley Brainard ;  (5)  Austin,  born  in  1793,  died  in 
November  of  the  same  year;  (6)  Austin  (2),  born 
Feb.  9,  1794,  died  Aug.  8,  1820;  (7)  ^^larvin,  born 
in  1796,  married  Wealthy  Shailer;  (8)  Davis,  born 
in  1798,  died  April  25,  1827;  (g)  Samuel,  bom 
Aug.  16,  1799,  married  Lucinda,  daughter  of  Gideon 
Watrous,  of  Chester,  and  lived  and  died  in  Madison 
in  the  house  where  he  was  born ;  ( 10)  Junius  was 
born  March  25,  1801  ;  (11)  Helena,  born  Nov.  29, 
1802,  died  Oct.  II,  1806. 

Junius  Smith  was  born  in  the  Xeck  District, 
and  followed  farming  all  his  life  in  Madison,  on  the 
farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  son  Davis 
Watson,  where  he  made  many  improvements.  There 
he  died  March  20,  1882.  He  was  a  stanch  Demo- 
crat, but  had  no  thirst  for  office.  In  religion  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
he  was  a  well-known  and  highly  respected  citizen, 
always  honest  and  upright  in  his  business  and  per- 
sonal relations,  and  had  many  friends.  Mr.  Smith 
married  Amanda,  daughter  of  Israel  Southworth, 
of  Deep  River,  Conn.  She  died  in  1897,  in  the 
home  of  her  son  Davis  W.,  a  good  Christian  woman 
who  was  much  respected  in  the  neighborhood. 
Their  only  child  was  Davis  Watson. 

Davis  W.  Smith  was  educated  in  the  Madison 
schools  and  in  Lee's  Academy.  Having  been  the 
only  child  he  never  left  home,  but  remained  to  care 
for  his  parents  as  the  infirmities  of  age  crept  upon 
them.  The  old  homestead  has  passed  into  his  pos- 
session, and  under  his  management  many  substan- 
tial and  elegant  improvements  have  been  made. 
Mr.  Smith  has  also  been  engaged  in  oyster  fishing. 

In  1872  Mr.  Smith  was  married  in  X'ew  York 
City  to  Miss  Melvena  Tuthill,  who  was  born  in' 
Highland,  X.  Y.,  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine 
(Rose)  Tuthill.  She  is  a  lady  of  refinement  and 
culture  of  deep  character.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are 
the  parents  of  two  children :  (  i  )  Edith,  born 
March  25,  1873,  ^^'"^^  educated  in  the  Madison 
schools  and  in  Yale  Business  College,  and  is  now 
engaged  as  a  stenographer.  (2)  Ralph  Davis,  born 
March  4,    1875,   is   with  the  Standard  Oil   Co.   in 


Springfield,  Mass.  In  politics  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat. Fraternally  he  is  a  Mason,  affiliating  \Vith 
.Madison  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.  Mr.  Smith  has  never 
seen  fit  to  connect  himself  with  any  church,  but  he  is 
a  man  of  fine  character,  kindly  spirit  and  e.xalted 
devotion  to  what  is  good  and  true.  The  family  at- 
tend the  Congregational   Church. 

AMBROSE  H.  WELLS.     There  are  no  rules 
for  building  character ;  there  is  no  rule  for  achiev- 
ing success.     The  man  who  can  rise  from  the  ranks 
to  a  position  of  eminence  is  he  who  can  see  and  util- 
ize the  opportunities  that  surround  his  path.     The 
essential  conditions  of  human  life  are  ever  the  same. 
'  the  surroundings  of  individuals  differ  but  slightly ; 
and,  when  one  man  passes  another  on  the  highwav 
I  to  reach  the  goal  of  prosperity  before  others  who 
[  perhaps  started  l^efore  him,  it  is  because  he  has  the 
;  power   to   use   advantages    which   probably   encom- 
pass the  whole  human  race.    To-day  among  the  most 
prominent  business  men  of  Waterbury   who  have 
made  their  own  way  in  the  world  unaided  is  Am- 
brose H.  Wells,  manufacturer  of  seamless  tubing. 
He  was  born  in    Xewtown,  Fairfield    Co.,  Conn., 
March  26,  1837,  and  is  a  grandson  of  David  Wells. 
Emory^  Wells,   father  of  our  subject,  was  also 
a   native  of   Xewtown,   and   was   a   shoemaker  by 
I  trade.        In    1841    he  moved   to   Lockport,    X.   Y!, 
I  where  he  engaged   in  the    manufacture    of    shoes 
throughout   the   remainder  of  his  life.     Politically 
he  affiliated  with  the    Democratic    party,    and    re- 
ligiously was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.    He  was  one  of  the  honored  and  highlv  re- 
'  spected  men  of  his  community.     He  married  iNIiss 
Maria,  daughter  of  Isaac  Gilbert,  and  to  them  were 
born   three  children :     Jennette,   deceased   wife   of 
!  Henry  Jackson  ;  Isaac,  a  resident  of  Fairfield  county, 
'  Conn.;  and  Ambrose  H.,  our  subject.     Mrs.  Wells- 
died  in  Xewtown  and  was  buried  there.     She  was  a 
true  Christian  woman  and  a  model  wife  and  mother. 
Ambrose  H.  W^ells  was  reared  in  his  native  town, 
and   acquired   a   limited   education    in    the    district 
•  schools.    At  a  very  early  age  he  commenced  earning 
his  own  living  by  working  at  farm  labor,  and  later 
learned  the  blacksmith's  trade,  which  he  follow^ed 
until  coming  to  Waterbury,  in  1862,  when  he  en- 
tered the  brass  mills  of  Brown  Brothers  as  foreman 
in  their  tube  department,  remaining  there  nineteen 
years.     He  then  engaged  in  the  flour  and  feed  busi- 
,  ness  on  Harrison  alley  near    South    ]\Iain    street. 
'  Waterbury,  for  two  years,  but  not  meeting  with  suc- 
cess in  that  venture,  he  sold  out  his  business  and 
again  entered  the  employ  of  Brown  Brothers  as  fore- 
man.    A  year  later  he  started  in  business  for  him- 
self on  the  Watertown  road,  in  Waterbury,  and  in 
1893  built  a  large  factory,  where  he  has  since  en- 
gaged  in   the  manufacture   of   seamless    tubing,   it 
being  the  oidy  manufactory,  of  the  kind  in  the  town. 
He   has   a    well-equipped    plant,    costing    him    over 
$25,000,   and    furnishes   employment   to  more   than 
twenty   men.      Enterprising,   energetic   and    Indus- 
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trious,  he  has  achieved  a  well-merited  succes^s  in  life, 
and  is  now  enjoying  a  comfortable  competence. 

In  Newtown,  Conn.,  Mr.  Wells  was  united  in 
niarriage  with  Miss  Eveline  Judsun,  a  native  of 
that  place,  and  a  daughter  of  Zenas  J.  Judson.  and 
to  them  were  born  five  sons,  all  of  whom  are  with 
their  father  in  business.  Samuel,  who  is  foreman 
of  the  factory,  married  first  Jennie  Marie  Fischer, 
and  second,  Mary  Schurlke ;  and  Frank  married 
Amelia  J.  Schurlke.  The  others  are  single.  Father 
and  sons  are  all  charter  members  of  the  Pequot 
Club,  of  W'aterbury;  Samuel,  Frank  and  Edward 
are  members  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias-  fraternity  ; 
and  Frank  is  also  connected  with  the  Improved 
Order  of  Red  Men.  Mr.  Wells  is  a  member  of 
King  Solomon  Lodge.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Woodbury; 
and  is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party  and  is  a 
member  of  the  board  of  finance  of  the  city  of  Water- 
bury.  He  attends  religious  services  at  Union 
Chapel,  of  which  he  is  a  trustee,  and  he  and  his 
family  occupy  an  enviable  position  in  the  best  social 
circles  of  the  community  in  which  they  reside. 

Mrs.  Wells  belongs  to  an  old  Xew  Ensfland 
family  founded  here  in  1634  by  William  Judson,  his 
wife  and  three  sons,  Joseph,  Jeremiah  and  Joshua, 
natives  of  England,  who  located  in  Xew  Haven, 
Conn.,  where  he  died  in  1662,  and  where  his  re- 
mains were  interred.  His  son  Joseph  made  his 
lujme  there  throughout  life,  and  died  in  i6q6.  He 
married  Sarah  Judson,  and  reared  a  large  family. 
One  of  their  children,  James  Judson,  was  born  in 
!f)50  and  died  in  1717.  He  was  a  land  owner  and 
farmer.  Among  his  several  sons  was  David  Judson, 
who  was  born  in  1693,  and  married  Phoebe  Stiles. 
He  died  and  was  buried  in  X^ew  Haven.  In  his 
family  were  four  children:  David,  born  in  1715; 
Phoebe,  wife  of  Matthew  Curtis,  in  1717:  Abel  in 
1721  ;  and  Agnes  in  1724.  Abel  Judson  moved  to 
Stratford,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  owned 
and  operated  a  farm.  On  May  7,  1744,  he  mar- 
ried Sarah  Burton,  by  whom  he  had  four  children : 
John,  born  in  1745,  who  married  Patience  Fair- 
man;  Abel,  born  in  1746;  Sarah,  1749,  who  mar- 
ried Asher  Peck;  and  Ruth,  1752,  who  married 
Henry  Fairman. 

Abel  Judson,  Jr..  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Wells, 
■was  born  in  Stratford  in  1746  and  became  a  leading 
farmer  of  X'ewtown,  Fairfield  county,  where  he 
«^>wned  over  200  acres  of  land  on  Mile  Hill,  now 
••ccupied  by  Daniel  G.  Beers.  He  was  a  man  of 
nidependent  thought  and  action,  and  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Sandemanian  Church.  He  married  Ann 
I'-ennett  and  they  became  the  parents  of  fifteen  chil- 
dren; Ruth,  born  Xov.  17,  1769,  married  M.  Hard 
and  had  a  son,  who  was  a  phvsician  among  the 
Catskills.  at  Hunter,  X.  Y. ;  Bennett  was  born  Feb. 
'-■  ^77^  !  I'etsey,  born  Dec.  22,  1772,  married  Mr. 
Prindle;  Rufus,  born  Dec.  27,  1774,  removed  to 
Olno;  .\bner,  born  Oct.  17,  1776,  married  first  a 
Miss  Hard,  second,  Miss  Judson,  and  third.  Miss 
Shephard;  Abel    was   born   in    1778;    Marcus   was 


born  Feb.  3,  1780;  Laura,  born  Dec.  8,  1781,  mar- 
ried Zera  Blackman ;  Jcrusha,  born  Sept.  22,  1783; 
was  married  to  Eleazer  Starr ;  Silence,  born  April 
3,  1785,  married  Daniel  Wells,  a  shoemaker  of 
Zoar,  Conn.;  Isaac,  born  Feb.  3,  1787;  John,  born 
Feb.  II,  1789,  was  a  physician;  Martin,  born  Feb. 
17,  1791,  was  a  miller  at  Sandy  Hook  ;  Zenas  J.,  born 
March  28,  1793,  was  the  father  of  Mrs.  Wells;  and 
Anna,  born  Jan.  6,  1795,  married  Thomas  Seeley, 
a  shoe  maker  and  hotel  keeper  of  Xewtown.  Mrs. 
Wells'  father  was  a  tailor  by  trade,  and  made  his 
home  in  Xewtown.  He  married  Fanny  Torrence, 
and  of  their  eleven  chilaren,  the  youngest,  Eveline, 
became  the  wife  of  Ambrose.  H.  \\'ells,  our  subject. 

THO'MAS  McEVOY,  for  nearly  thirty  years 
proprietor  of  a  prosperous  grocery  business  in 
Waterbury.  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  born  in  Queen's 
county  in   1831. 

Patrick  McEvoy,  father  of  our  subject,  was  of 
the  same  nativity,  and  followed  farming  in  the  old 
country.  He  cam^e  to  this  country  and  in  185 1  set- 
tled in  Waterbury,  where  he  died.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Terrell,  also  a  native  of  Queen's  county, 
Ireland,  and  seven  children  were  born  to  them,  viz.: 
John  came  from  Ireland  to  Waterbury,  and  died 
there;  Patrick  was  a  farmer  in  Middlebury,  Conn., 
and  died  there;  Thomas  is  our  subject;  Christopher 
is  a  Catholic  priest  in  Philadelphia ;  Mary  is  the  de- 
ceased wife  of  Patrick  Dwyer,  of  Simmonsville, 
Conn. ;  Elizabeth  and  Bridget  died  unmarried  in 
Ireland. 

Thomas  ]McEvoy  remained  in  Ireland  until  he 
was  nineteen  years  old,  in  185 1  coming  to  Water- 
bury, where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  For 
seventeen  years  he  worked  as  a  farm  laborer,  and 
then  opened  his  present  grocery  business,  in  which 
he  has  been  very  successful. 

In  1858  Mr.  McEvoy  married  Ann  Mulhall,  who 
was  born  in  Queen's  county,  Ireland,  and  died  in 
Waterbury  about  twenty-eight  years  ago.  She  was 
the  mother  of  eight  children,  three  of  whom  are  de- 
ceased :  those  living  are  :  Mary,  Sarah,  Joseph,  Lib- 
bic  and  Thomas.  Mr.  McEvoy  is  a  member  of  St. 
Patrick's  Church,  WaJ;erbury,  and  has  been  identi- 
fied with  that  parish  some  twenty-eight  years.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 

C.\LEB  SMITH,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war 
and  a  well-known  resident  of  Milford.  was  born  at 
his  present  residence  March  10,  1840,  and  is  a  rep- 
resentative of  an  old  and  respected  family  of  that 
locality. 

Caleb  Smith  (i),  our  subject's  great-grandfa- 
ther, was  born  in  the  town  of  Milford.  His  brother, 
Hezekiah,  was  the  grandfather  of  Edgar  H.  Smith, 
now  a  resident  of  that  town.  Caleb  Smith  (2),  son 
of  Caleb  (i),  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  as  were 
other  members  of  the  family ;  and  he  built  the  house 
now  occupied  by  our  subject.  He  married  Sarah 
Carrington,  and  had  three  children;     Charles,  men- 
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tioned  below ;  Adeline,  who  married  Lazarus  N. 
Smith,  a  farmer  of  Milford ;  and  Garrett,  a  shoe- 
maker, in  Milford,  who  was  also  agent  for  the  New 
York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad,  at  Nauga- 
tuck  Junction. 

Charles  Smith  was  born  at  the  present  homestead 
July  i6,  i8oi,  and  died  Feb.  lo,  1891.  In  religious 
faith  he  was  a  Congregationalist,  and  in  politics  he 
affiliated  with  the  W  hig  and  Republican  parties.  He 
married  !Maria  Nettleton,  of  Milford,  who  was  born 
April  15,  1808,  and  died  Oct.  26,  1865.  Her  father, 
Thaddeus  Nettleton,  was  a  farmer  of  jNIilford. 
Twelve  children  were  born  to  Charles  and  Maria 
Smith,  as  follows :  Lucius,  a  carpenter  and  joiner, 
who  died  in  Milford  Dec.  18,  1870;  Otis,  who  died 
Jan.  29,  1838,  aged  eight  years;  Adeline,  who  died 
in  August,  1855,  aged  twenty-four;  Matilda,  who 
married  Dr.  Dwight  Lunmi,  a  physician  in  Percival, 
Iowa;  Caleb  (i),  who  died  Feb.  2S,  1836;  Charles, 
a  farmer  in  Nebraska,  who  married  Sarah  Skid- 
more;  Caleb  (2),  our  subject;  Emily,  who  married 
G.  Truman  Smith,  of  New  Haven;  Harriet  E.,  who 
married  (first)  Caleb  Duell,  and  (second)  A.  A. 
Bradley;  Isabella  G.,  who  died  Aug.  23,  1845,  """ 
married ;  Ann  ]\I.,  who  married  \\'allace  Parker,  of 
New  Haven ;  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

Caleb  Smith  spent  his  boyhood  in  his  native  town 
and  received  a  district  school  education,  attending 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen.  In  September, 
1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  27th  Conn.  V.  I., 
and  during  his  term  of  service  he  was  taken  prisoner 
at  Chancellorsville,  and  spent  two  weeks  in  Libby 
prison.  He  was  mustered  out  July  16,  1863,  and 
returned  to  the  old  homestead  where  he  has  since 
been  engaged  in  general  farming.  The  farm,  which 
comprises  seventy  acres,  is  located  two  miles  from 
Milford,  and  affords  an  opportunity  for  two  of  his 
sons  to  carry  on  the  ice  business  successfully.  In 
politics  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Republican.  Fraternally  he 
belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  religiously  to  the  Con- 
gregational Church. 

On  Feb.  16,  1865,  Mr.  Smith  married  3vliss 
Marion  C.  Beard,  and  they  have  had  twelve  chil- 
dren: Lucia  E.,  who  married  Arthur  J.  Piatt, 
of  Milford,  and  died  ]March  20-,  1896;  Caleb  A.,  who 
died  Jan.  2,  1870;  Egbert  L.,  a  physician  in  Hotch- 
kissville.  Conn.,  who  married  Althea  Allen,  of  that 
town  ;  Robert  R.,  who  died  Alarch  24,  1S73  ;  Summer 
C;  Wallace  P.;  Mabel  C,  who  died  Nov.  13,  1880; 
Grace  I.;  Elwood  W. ;  Nelson  C. ;  Clifford  M.;  and 
Charles  A. 

The  Beard  family  is  well  known  in  Milford,  and 
Andrew  Beard,  Mrs.  Smith's  grandfather,  was  a 
resident  of  the  town.  His  brother  was  the  grand- 
father of  Joseph  T.  Beard,  of  Milford.  Allen  C. 
Beard,  Mrs.  Smith's  father,  was  born  in  Milford, 
Jan.  28,  1813,  and  died  Aug.  29,  1897.  On  March 
22,  1840,  he  married  Abigail  Smith,  of  Milford 
(daughter  of  William  Smith,  and  his  wife.  Susan 
Beard),  who  died  Jan.  20.  1870.  This  union  was 
blessed  with  a  large  familv  of  children,  the  names 


and  dates  of  birth  being  given  as  follows :  Abigail 
A.,  Sept.  7,  1841  ;  Susan,  Sept.  9,  1842;  Alarion  C., 
Dec.  22,  1844,  in  Bethany;  an  infant.  May  23,  1847; 
Andrew  A.,  May  22,  1848;  Kate  S.,  Sept.  3,  1850; 
Sarah  M.,  July  14,  1853;  Flora  G.,  Nov.  24,  1855; 
and  William,  July  17,  1858.  All  are  living  except 
Sarah  M.,  who  died  Nov.  28,  1896;  William,  who 
died  Oct.  17,  1858;  and  one  that  died  unnamed. 

JOHN  EDWIN  TOWNER,  a  machinist  by 
trade,  but  now  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  is 
a  well-known,  prosperous  citizen  of  Branford.  A 
native  of  Connecticut,  he  was  bom  Jan.  21,  1840,  on 
the  farm  whereon  he  now  resides. 

Richard  Towner,  the  first  of  the  family  to  settle 
in  Connecticut,  tradition  says  was  a  native  of  the 
Isle  of  ]\Ian,  that  he  was  impressed  on  board  a  Brit- 
ish warship  and  put  ashore  sick  at  Charleston,  S. 
C,  where  he  married.     His  wife's  name  was  De- 
borah.    From  there  it  is  said  he  and  his  family  came 
to  Connecticut,  settling  in  1689  in  Branford,  where 
he  died  Aug.  22,  1727.     Richard  Towner,  his  son, 
baptized  in  1700,  was  a  farmer  in  Branford.     He 
married  Elizabeth  Tyler  Sept.  28,   1720,  and  died 
March  i,  1753.     His  son  Jonathan,  born  in  Bran- 
ford Nov.  16,  1 72 1,  married  INIary  Darrow  Nov.  10, 
1743.     He  died  Feb.  20,  1804,  she  on  Feb.  15,  1806. 
David  Towner,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Mary  ( Dar- 
!  row)  Towner,  and  the  grandfather  of  John  Edwin, 
i  was  born  in  Branford  in  1768.     He  was  a  farmer 
i  by  occupation,  and  also  for  a  time  kept  a  tavern  on 
j  the  Guilford  pike,  although  he  was  a  scythemaker  h\- 
trade,  which  he  learned  of  Ezekiel  Hayes,  great- 
grandfather of  Rutherford  B.  Hayes,  ex-President 
of  the  United  States.     Air.  Towner  would  earn,-  on 
I  his  back  the  scythes  he  made,  and  sell  them  through- 
I  out  the  county.    He  married  Betsey  Bishop,  of  Beth- 
lehem, and  by  her  had  the  following  children  wha 
I  grew    to   maturity:     John,    Harriet,    Nancy    (Mrs. 
Henry  Rogers)    and  Davis    (who  married  Almira 
Brooks).     The  father  of  these  died  Sept.  24,  1851,. 
the  mother  April  4,  18S3. 

John  Towner,  son  of  David  and  Betsey  (Bishop) 
Towner,  and  the  father  of  John  Edwin,  was  born 
Sept.  15,  1794,  at  Branford,  and  died  June  20,  1853. 
He  was  a  lifelong  farmer.  On  Feb.  6,  1825,  he  mar- 
ried Martha  Tyler,  who  bore  him  three  children : 
Harvey  E.,  bom  Oct.  21,  1826,  married  Grace  E. 
Auger.  Emily  S.,  born  Dec.  15,  1834,  was  married 
June  16,  1855,  to  John  R.  Holcomb,  who  died  Aug. 
7,  1899;  she  has  one  son,  Frank  E.  John  E.  is  our 
subject.  The  father  was  a  Whig  in  politics,  as  was 
also  his  father.  John  Towner  volunteered  for  ser- 
vice in  the  war  of  18 12,  and  served  as  coast  guard. 

John  Tyler,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  John 
Edwin  Towner,  was  a  native  of  Branford,  where  he 
carried  on  farming.  During  the  Revolutionary  war 
he  served  in  the  army,  and  was  wounded  in  battle. 
His  wife  Ann  (Rogers),  who  was  also  born  in 
Branford,  was  a  descendant  of  Thomas  Rogers,  who- 
came  over  in  the  "Mayflower."  George  Tyler,  father 
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of  John,  married  Lydia  Raynore.     He  also  was  a 

farmer. 

Joliii  Edwin  Towner,  the  subject  proper  of  these 
linos,  was  reared  on  the  old  homestead,  and  educated 
in  part  at  tlie  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood, 
ill  part  at  the  Branford  Academy.  He  then  served 
a  four-years  apprenticeship  in  New  Haven  at  the 
trade  of  machinist,  which  he  afterward  followed  for 
vcars  in  the  railroad  shops  of  that  city.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  was  a  member  of  Company  C,  15th 
Conn.  V.  I.,  enlisting  in  July.  1862,  and  was  mus- 
tered into  service  Aug.  15,  1S62.  He  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  the  siege  of  Sutifolk, 
and  in  several  minor  engagements,  was  wounded  at 
Kinston,  N.  C,  March  8,  1S65,  taken  prisoner  and 
incarcerated  in  Salisbury  prison  fifteen  days,  also  for 
a  few  days  in  the  jail  at  Danville,  N.  C,  after  which 
he  was  sent  to  Richmond,  taken  through  the  lines 
to  Annapolis,  and  honorably  discharged  June  i, 
1865.  Since  1S70  he  has  been  engaged  exclusively 
in  farming. 

On  Nov.  16,  1872,  Mr.  Towner  married  Susan 

D.  Hoadley,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Elizabeth 
(Gunn)  Hoadley,  of  Branford,  and  three  children 
were  born  to  them:     Anna  P.,  JNIerle  E.  and  Laura 

E.  Anna  P.  died  July  2/,  1899;  she  was  a  graduate 
of  the  State  Normal  Sch(X»l  at  New  Britain,  from 
which  she  held  an  honorary  diploma,  and  follow^ed 
teaching  until  ill  health  compelled  her  to  resign. 
Mrs.  Towner  passed  away  ^larch  21,  1897.  The 
family  attend  the  services  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  In  politics  3ilr.  Towner  is  a  Republican. 
Socially  he  is  a  member  of  Wooster  Lodge,  No.  /Q, 

F.  &  A.  M.,  Franklin  Chapter,  and  Harmony  Coun- 
cil, R.  A.  ]\L,  all  of  New  Haven,  and  is  affiliated 
with  the  G.  A.  R.,  Mason  Rogers  Post,  No.  7,  De- 
partment of  Connecticut,  of  which  he  is  the  present 
adjutant  and  a  past  commander.  He  was  com- 
mander when  the  soldiers'  monument  was  dedicated. 

HON.  GEORGE  OTTO  SCHNELLER.  In 
sketching  the  life  of  George  Otto  Schneller.  late  of 
Ansonia,  a  mere  list  of  the  large  number  of  organ- 
izations with  which  he  was  connected,  and  which 
felt  his  guiding  hand,  would  be  wholly  inadequate 
to  give  a  correct  idea  of  the  man  and  his  methods, 
for  as  a  captain  of  industry  he  was  a  Napoleon,  the 
ablest  general  of  his  State  and  time.  The  names  of 
the  institutions  which  felt  his  power  may  perish  with 
the  years,  but  his  methods  and  genius  will  ever  re- 
main an  inspiration. 

Bom  in  Nuremberg,  Germany,  June  14,  1843, 
of  an  aristocratic  family,  and  educated  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  land,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  Mr. 
Schneller  left  home  and  family,  and,  unaided  by 
money  or  influence,  started  his  business  career  in 
New  York.  His  love  of  home  had  not  lessened, 
•but  his  love  of  independence  was  greater.  Self- 
reliance  was  the  key  to  all  his  actions.  Loving  his 
family  with  that  strong  passion  which  showed  itself 
in  his  healthful  dreams,  and  which  had  not  faded  out 


in  the  delirium  of  his  last  sickness,  he  cut  loose  from 
family  ties  and  learned  the  language  and  manners  of 
his  adopted  country  while  engaged  in  occupaticwis 
which  brought  him  renumeration  barely  sufficient 
to  pay  the  cost  of  board  and  clothes. 

"The  sun  set,  but  set  not  his  hope, 
Stars  rose,  his  faith  was  earlier  up." 

As  an  elegant  penman  and  accurate  accountant 
Mr.  Schneller  obtained  a  position  with  O.  W.  Bird, 
of  New  York,  who  was  a  commission  man,  doing 
business  for  Osborn  &  Cheesman,  of  Ansonia,  Conn., 
and  thence  drifted  to  Ansonia  as  an  accountant  for 
that  firm.  Rapidly  rising  until  he  commanded  the 
largest  salary  obtainable  in  that  position,  he  left  his 
money  well  invested  and  visited  his  ancestral  man- 
sion with  the  best  wishes  of  his  employers.  But, 
though  his  stay  was  long,  he  wrote  that  he  "felt  like 
an  eagle  in  a  hen  coop,"  and  again  came  to  this- 
country.  While  waiting  for  something  to  turn  up 
he  made  an  engineer  map  of  Ansonia  and  Derby,  on 
the  plan  of  the  engineer  maps  of  the  German  Empire, 
which  he  considered  a  model  for  the  State. 

In  1876  Mr.  Schneller  purchased  a  spectacle  fac- 
tory at  Shelton,  Conn.,  and,  applying  his  inventive 
genius  to  the  improvement  of  the  mechanical  process, 
resold  it  in  six  months  to  a  competitor  for  three 
times  its  original  cost.  He  then  turned  his  attention 
to  the  manufacture  of  eyelets.  The  usual  propor- 
tion of  eyelets  had  been  only  about  one  half  of  the 
metal  employed,  and  the  process  had  been  slow  and 
complicated.  In  three  years  he  had  invented  ma- 
chinery which  saved  more  than  sixty  per  cent,  of 
the  scrap  wasted  even  by  the  best  known  process. 
To  enable  him  to  surpass  the  cheap  hand  labor  of 
Europe  he  invented  and  patented  a  machine  which 
turned  out  seven  thousand  eyelets  per  minute.  By 
the  process  employed  for  setting  eyelets  only  one  at 
a  time  was  handled.  He  invented  a  machine  for 
setting  every  eyelet  in  a  corset  at  one  stroke,  which 
revolutionized  the  industry  both  in  this  country-  and 
in  Europe.  His  inventions  ranged  from  buttons  tO' 
water  meters  and  multiplex  telegraphic  apparatus. 
In  addition  to  attending  to  his  manufacturing  inter- 
ests, he  represented  his  town  on  the  board  of  edu- 
cation, and  in  the  State  Legislature  from  1891  to- 
1893;  was  one  of  the  leading  spirits  in  the  electric 
street  railroad  of  Derby ;  and  when  the  rubber  com- 
panies of  the  United  States  formed  a  gigantic  cor- 
poration he  was  a  leading  director  and  master 
spirit. 

When  the  dam  which  furnished  power  to  the  ex- 
tensive mills  of  his  former  employers  was  carried 
away,  Mr.  Schneller  purchased  and  reorganized  the 
textile  branch  of  the  business  under  the  style  of  the 
Ansonia  O.  &  C.  Co.,  and  became  director  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Birmingham  Brass  Co.  At  the  solicita- 
tion of  friends  he  sometimes  invested  in  outside 
schemes,  but  they  never  prospered  as  did  those  under 
his  own  guiding  hand.  His  theory  was  that  ditficul- 
ties  existed  in  all  kinds  of  business,  but  were  not  apt 


552 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


to  be  recognized  in  those  operations  carried  on  at  a 
distance. 

"A  score  of  airy  miles  will  smooth 
Rough  Monadnoc  to  a  gem." 

He  believed  that  distant  ventures  were  of  little  ac- 
count, but  used  to  say  that  every  young  man  had  a 
gold  mine  under  his  feet  if  he  could  only  see  it. 

^Ir.  Schnellcr  loved  the  fresh  sea  breeze  and  had 
his  lovely  summer  cottage  by  the  seashore.  The 
last  year  of  his  life  (1895)  he  determined,  in  the 
spring,  to  build  a  new  factory  for  his  increasing 
business,  and  when  it  was  completed  to  enjoy  an 
ocean  trip  with  his  family  to  the  home  of  his  youth ; 
but  before  this  could  be  realized  he  felt  the  breath  of 
eternal  morning  on  his  brow.  Just  as  his  factory 
was  completed,  he  caught  a  severe  cold,  which  set- 
tled in  the  region  of  his  heart,  and  he  never  re- 
covered. 

In  1873  Mr.  Schneller  was  married  to  Clarissa 
Ailing,  of  Ansonia.  and  to  the  union  six  children 
were  born.  The  eldest,  Marie  Eloise,  called  by  her 
classmates  "Birdie,"  easily  won  first  honors  in 
her  class,  and  in  her  memory  a  window  has  been 
placed  in  the  high  school  building  at  Ansonia.  The 
only  son,  George  Otto,  born  in  1878,  who  evinces 
much  of  his  father's  spirit,  determination  and  busi- 
ness ability,  succeeds  by  the  terms  of  the  will  to  the 
care  of  his  father's  various  enterprises. 

COL.  WALTER  JAMES  LEA\E\AVORTH, 
No  history  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  would  be 
complete  without  special  mention  of  the  Leaven- 
worth family,  who  from  a  very  early  day  were  con- 
spicuous among  its  earlier  settlers,  and  have  borne  a 
prominent  part  in  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the 
several  portions  of  the  State  where  the  various 
branches  have  located. 

The  first  of  the  family  in  this  country  of  whom 
we  have  mention  was  (  i )  Thomas  Leavenworth,  a 
native  of  England,  in  which  country  he  married 
Grace  (surname  unknown).  Some  time  after  1664 
(as  learned  only  by  tradition,  however)  they  emi- 
grated to  America,  and  he  died  in  Woodbury,  Conn., 
Aug..3,  1683.  ^\n  inventory  of  his  personal  estate 
was  taken  Aug.  20,  the  same  year,  showing  valua- 
tion to  be  £225,  2s.  id:  this  appears  on  the  probate 
records  of  Fairfield  district,  also  that  he  left  two 
sons  and  one  daughter,  to-wit:  Thomas  (doctor), 
a  sketch  of  whom  follows;  John,  born  probably  in 
Woodbury,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  possibly  in  Eng- 
land, died  after  1718;  record  of  birth  and  death  of 
daughter  not  given.  The  father  of  this  family  was 
a  farmer  and  settled,  no  doubt,  on  (iood  Hill,  in  the 
Western  part  of  the  present  town  of  Woodbury,  not 
far  from  the  line  of  Roxbury,  and  there  and  in  that 
vicinity  the  family  have  continued,  being  now  quite 
numerous.  A  tradition  in  the  family  is  that  Thomas 
landed  at  Xew  Haven,  doubtless  having  come  from 
England. 

In   Russell's  "Lives   of  Eccentric   Personages," 


p.  96,  in  the  record  of  the  life  of  Sir  Gerald  Massey, 
reference  is  made  to  Sir  Lewis  Leavenworth  as  liv- 
ing in  London,  and  to  a  ball  given  by  him  about  the 
middle  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Grace,  the  wife 
of  ( I )  Thomas  Leavenworth,  survived  him,  and  re- 
mained in  Woodbury  for  a  time  ( perhaps  perma- 
nently), and  was  there  in  February,  1686,  owning 
land  in  "Hosky  Meadow,"  al>out  a  mile  from  the 
village  of  Woodbury.  It  is  supposed  that  she  died 
in  1715.  The  execution  of  bonds  by  his  wife,  after 
his  decease,  with  London  persons,  to  which  was  at- 
tached the  Leavenworth  arms,  would  indicate  that 
Thomas  had  formerly  been  a  resident  of  London. 
Little  is  known  of  him,  however,  and  no  headstone 
bearing  record  of  him  is  to  be  found  in  any  of  the 
cemeteries  of  Woodbury.  But  he  was  evidently  a 
prosperous  man  in  his  affairs,  judging  from  the 
property  that  he  left,  and  from  the  way  in  which  he 
brought  up  his  children,  viz. :  in  habits  of  industry 
and  frugality.  Unfortunately  few  data  are  pre- 
setted from  which  to  form  definite  opinions  of  his 
character,  save  what  may  have  been  inherited  from 
him.  Of  the  character  of  the  Leavenworth  family 
there  is  little  to  be  said  that  cannot  with  equal  truth 
be  applied  to  the  good  and  early  families  of  New 
England.  They  brought  with  them  from  the 
mother  country  the  pure  and  rigid  principles  as  well 
as  the  stern  and  unyielding  spirit  which  had  char- 
acterized the  Puritans  of  England  for  a  century 
previous. 

(H)    Dr.   Thomas    Leavenworth,   son    of     (i) 
Thomas,  was  born  in  1673,  perhaps  in  Woodbury, 
possibly    in    England,   and   died   Aug.   4,    1754,   in 
Ripton,  Conn.     About  1698,  at  Stratford,  he  mar- 
ried Mary  Jenkins,  a  daughter  of  David  and  Grace 
Jenkins,  born  in  1680,  died  at  Ripton,  in  June,  1768, 
and  she  and  her  husband  were  buried  at   Ripton 
Center.     In  1697-98,  Dr.  Thomas  Leavenworth  was 
received  into  conmiunion  with  the  Stratford  Church, 
having  on  the  nth  day  of  January,  that  year  "owned 
the  covenant."  and  in  1724  he  and  his  wife  became 
original  members  of  the  Church  at  Ripton,  of  which 
he  was  one  of  the  founders.     In  1726  he  was  deacon 
of  the  church,  and  a  member  of  the  society's  com- 
mittee.    In   1 73 1   he  was  one  of  the  promoters  of 
and  interested  parties  in  a  copper  mine  in  Woodbury. 
Dr.  Thomas  Leavenworth  was  a  man  of  posi- 
tion,  influence,   energy   and    wealth.     He   had    the 
j  proper  appreciation  of  the  value  of  learning,  and 
1  educated  his  son  Mark  at  Vale,  where  he  was  grad- 
uated   in    1737.       Dr.    Thomas    evidently    gave  to 
i  all     his     children     every     advantage     usually     en- 
1  joyed  at  that  period,  as  all  of  them  became  active, 
■  useful  and  prominent  men  in  after  life,  in  the  places 
\  where  they  resided.     On  July  6,  1748,  he  made  his 
'  will  which  was  offered  for  probate  by  his  widow, 
June    12.    1754.  and  was   proved   three  days  later. 
I   [It  can  be  found  in  Rook  1 754-1 757.  pp.  41--I4]  He 
I  left  a  large  property  for  those  times.     The  Doctor 
lived  in  Stratford  as  early  as  1695,  and  probably  re- 
I  moved  to  Ripton  about  1721.  His  residence  was  di- 
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rcctiv  on  the  bank  of  tlie  Housatonic  river,  about 
two  miles  above  the  village  of  Birmingham,  and  a 
short  distance  below  the  site  of  the  "Leavenworth 
r.ridge,"  built  originally  (  1768-69)  by  his  son  Capt. 
lulmnnd,  and  his  grandson,  (jideon,  and  subse- 
(|nently  rebuilt  by  the  latter.  Here  he  had  a  large 
farm  fronting  on  the  river  for  more  than  a  mile  ; 
but  not  a  vestige  of  his  dwelling  now  remains.  This 
property  has  remained  in  the  family  for  over  200 
years. 

Dr.  Thomas  Leavenworth  and  his  wife  are,  no 
doubt,  the  common  progenitors  of  the  whole  family 
now  living  in  the  Lni^ed  States.  The  headstones  at 
their  graves  still  remain  in  good  condition  in  the 
old  cemetery,  near  the  Ripton  Church,  of  which  he 
was  one  of  the  founders.  A  brief  record  of  the  chil- 
dren of  this  pioneer  couple,  all  born  in  Stratford, 
Conn.,  is  as  follows:  James,  born  Sept.  i,  1699, 
died  Aug.  i,  1760.  David,  born  Oct.  12,  1701,  died 
April  10,  1735.  Ebenezer,  born  April  7,  1706,  died 
in  1834,  unmarried.  John  is  fully  spoken  of  farther 
on.  Zebulon,  born  about  1710,  died  May  2,  1778. 
Mark,  born  about  1711,  died  Aug.  20,  1797,  in  the 
«eighty-sixth  year  of  his  age  and  the  tifty-eighth  year 
of  his  ministry:  in  March,  1760,  he  was  appointed 
chaplain  of  the  2d  Connecticut  Regiment,  com- 
manded by  Col.  Nathan  \Vhiting.  Thomas,  born 
about  1 713,  died  in  1795.  ^lary,  born  in  171 7.  died 
in  1813.  Hannah,  born  about  1719,  was  alive  in 
1763.  Sarah,  born  Xov.  6,  1721,  was  alive  in  1758. 
Edmund,  born  in  1725,  died  July  17,  1785. 

(Ill)  John  Leavenworth,  son  of  (II)  Dr. 
Thomas,  was  born  Xov.  3,  1708,  and  was  baptized 
in  Bridgeport  (then  Stratford),  Conn.  He  mar- 
ried (first),  about  1737,  Deborah  Hurd,  who  died 
Jan.  I,  1746;  he  married  (second),  Jan.  29,  1747, 
Mary  Bronson,  who  was  born  July  21,  1719,  a 
daughter  of  Ebenezer  B.  and  Mary  Alann.  He  re- 
sided in  Ripton  in  1733.  [Book  IV,  p.  164,  Wood- 
bury Records.]  His  father  deeded  to  him  lands  on 
Good  Hill,  in  1733,  and  he  received  a  part  of  the 
estate  of  his  brother  Ebenezer.  as  well  as  part  of  the 
estate  of  his  father.  He  died  about  the  year  1783, 
and  his  will  was  proved  in  Woodbury  Feb.  17,  1785. 
[\'III  Prob.  \'ol.,  p.  164. J  His  sons,  Amos  and 
Elihu,  were  his  executors.  He  had  a  number  of 
slaves  with  their  families,  which  he  disposed  of  by 
his  will.  During  his  life  he  was  one  of  the  leading 
men  of  Woodbury,  and  he  lived  on  Good  Hill,  near 
the  residence  of  the  late  John  Leavenworth,  and  on 
or  near  the  very  ground  where  his  grandfather 
Thomas  first  settled.  The  children  born  ( all  in 
\\'oodbury)  to  John  and  Deborah  (Hurd)  Leaven- 
worth were  as  follows:  David  (Capt.)  is  fully 
spoken  of  farther  on.  Abigail,  boni  about  1739, 
died  March  4,  1782.  John,  born  in  1739,  died  in 
June,  1802;  served  in  the  war  of  ihe  Revolution. 
[Cothren,  p.  ~'^t^.\  Lcnniel,  born  Oct.  9,  1743,  died 
April  30,  1825  :  he  took  up  arms  to  resist  the  inva- 
sion of  Burgoyne,  and  was  at  the  battle  of  Benning- 


ton. Deborah  was  baptized  May  8,  1745.  The 
children  born  (all  in  Woodbury)  to  John  and  Mary 
(Bronson)  Leavenworth  were  as  follows:  Sybil, 
born  in  1747;  Amos,  baptized  Aug.  9,  1753,  died 
Sept.  2,  1828;  Avis,  born  in  1754;  Elihu,  born  Oct. 
5,  1756,  died  Dec.  25,  1756;  Elisha,  baptized  July 
3,  1 703,  died  early  in  life  ;  Elihu,  born  June  10,  1763, 
aied  July   i,  18 17. 

(IV)  Capt.  David  Leavenworth,  eldest  son  of 
(III)  John,  was  born  about  1738  in  Woodbury, 
where  he  passed  all  of  his  days,  dying  March  25, 
1820.  In  1796  he  was  captain  of  the  fourth  com- 
pany, 13th  regiment  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut, 
and  served  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution.  [See 
Cothren,  pp.  195-6-7  and  204-8-10-11.]  His  will 
was  proved  April  10,  1820.  [XIII  Vol.,  Prob.,  p. 
4.]  He  was  engaged  heart  and  soul  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution ;  was  called  out  with  his  com- 
pany to  X'ew  York,  besides  on  various  other  occa- 
sions, and  proved  himself  one  of  the  active  and  ener- 
getic men  of  those  trying  times.  Accounts  of  his 
services  and  expenses  at  Fairfield  in  1778,  and  on 
other  occasions,  are  on  file  at  the  comptroller's  ofifice 
at  Hartford.  The  account  for  militia  service,  etc., 
at  Fairfield,  amounted  to  £36,  3s,  iid;  another  ac- 
count is  £99,  3s,  4d. 

Capt.  David  Leavenworth  married,  (first)  Feb. 
8,  1759,  Olive  Hunt.  Children:  Gideon,  born  Oct. 
26.  1759,  died  Oct.  15,  1827,  in  Roxbury,  Conn.;  he 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  army  [Cothren,  p. 
783],  and  was  a  commissary  under  LaPayette.  Da- 
vid died  in  the  spring  of  1858;  he  was  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution.  [Cothren,  p.  jS},.]  Morse  is  fully 
mentioned  farther  on.  Anna,  born  Xov.  15,  1767. 
Capt.  David  married  (second)  Oct.  30,  1776,  Alary 
Downs.  Children :  Whitman,  born  March  22. 
1778.  Mary,  born  March  16,  1780,  died  young. 
Abigail,  who  is  mentioned  in  her  father's  will,  mar- 
ried Josiah  Rundle,  and  moved  to  Whitestown,  X'. 
Y.  Olive  married  Xathaniel  Galpin,  of  Roxbury, 
Connecticut. 

(Vj  Morse  Leavenworth,  son  of  (IV)  Capt. 
David,  was  born  in  Roxbury,  Conn.,  July  i,  1764, 
and  died  there  X'ov.  12,  1822.  He  married.  Dec. 
25>  ^I'&if  Sarah  Benedict,  born  in  Xew  Milford, 
Conn..  Jan.  30,  1760,  and  died  in  Ro.xbury,  Jan. 
29,  1856.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Squire  Jonathan 
Benedict,  who  was  born  in  1723.  Morse  was  a 
highly  respected  farmer,  and  through  energy  and 
perseverance,  which  has  been  characteristic  of  the 
name  even  down  to  the  present  generation,  he  accu- 
mulated considerable  property.  His  will  was 
proved  Dec.  3,  1822.  [XIII,  Prob.  Vol.,  p.  138.J 
He  was  a  soldier  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution. 
[Cothren,  p.  783.]  He  built  and  lived  and  died  in 
the  house  now  owned  by  his  grandson.  John  H., 
who  is  a  teacher  and  farmer,  living  in  Roxbury. 
Children  born  to  Morse  Leavenworth :  Martin, 
born  Jan.  12,  1785,  died  Feb.  16,  1813.  Truman, 
born  Aug.  18,  1786,  died  March  26,  1852.     Philo, 
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born  Oct.  3,  1789,  died  Feb.  11,  1835;  he  served 
in  the  war  of  1812.  Wait  is  fully  spoken  of  farther 
on.  Harriet,  bom  Oct.  30,  1796.  Alorse,  born  July 
27,   1805,  died  Nov.  23,   1852.     • 

(Vr)  Wait  Leavenworth,  son  of  (V)  Morse, 
was  born  Sept.  12,  1792,  in  Roxbury,  Conn.  On 
March  30,  1812,  he  married  Amoretta  Patterson, 
daughter  of  James  and  Clara  Patterson,  of  Roxbury, 
Conn.  He  was  a  farmer,  a  good  citizen  and  highly 
esteemed,  was  pleasant,  sociable  and  of  a  generous 
disposition.  He  was  a  large  man,  weighing  some 
200  pounds.  In  1838  he  served  in  the  Legislature, 
and  for  many  years  held  various  town  offices,  in- 
cluding that  of  selectman.  His  children,  all  born 
in  Roxbury,  were:  James  Martin,  born  Feb.  26, 
1813,  died  Jan.  26,  1814.  James  IMartin  (2)  is 
fully  spoken  of  farther  on.  William,  born  July  23, 
1816.  George,  born  Sept.  15,  1820,  died  May  12, 
1847.  Wait,  born  May  9,  1827.  Edwin,  born  April 
21,  1831,  died  in  1S97.  Charles  Royal,  born  Dec. 
14,  1834,  is  living  in  Roxbury.  Two  others  died  in 
infancy. 

(VH)  James  }klartin  Leavenworth,  son  of  (VI) 
Wait,  and  the  father  of  Col.  Walter  James,  was  born 
in  Roxbury,  Conn.,  Sept.  28,  1815,  and  died  in 
Wallingford,  Conn.,  in  1889.  By  occupation  he  was 
a  carpenter  and  joiner;  for  some  time  prior  to  his 
death  was  millwright  and  carpenter  for  the  R.  W^all-. 
ace  &  Sons  Alfg.  Co.,  and  superintended  the  erec- 
tion of  several  of  the  buildings  belonging  to  this 
firm.  He  was  not  active  in  f)olitical  affairs,  but  ex- 
hibited great  zeal  in  educational  matters,  and  served 
as  a  member  of  the  committee  that  had  charge  of 
the  building  of  the  public  school  m  Wallingford 
(whither  he  had  come  in  1852),  which  was  erected 
in  1870-71  at  a  cost  of  nearly  $32,000,  and  is  said 
to  be  one  of  the  most  complete  buildings  of  its  kind 
in  the  State.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  was  a  quiet,  unassuming  man. 
A  great  reader,  he  took  considerable  pride  and  much 
delight  in  his  library,  which  was  quite  extensive  for 
a  private  one,  being  replete  with  works  of  standard 
authors. 

On  Feb.  7,  1844,  James  M.  Leavenworth  mar- 
ried Julia  Hurd,  daughter  of  Jehiel  and  Deborah 
(Percy)  Hurd,  of  Roxbury,  Conn.,  and  children  as 
follows  were  born  to  them :  Walter  James,  a  sketch 
of  whom  follows;  Julia  Isabel,  born  Oct.  8,  1848, 
in  Roxbury,  who  died  May  29,  1858,  in  Walling- 
ford; and  Margaret  Percy,  born  May  21,  1859,  ^" 
Wallingford,  now  the  wife  of  Charles  E.  Moody, 
of  Honey  Grove,  Texas.  The  mother  of  these  died 
in  Medford,  Mass.,  in  1891. 

(VIII)  Col.  Walter  James  Leavenworth,  son 
of  (VII)  James  M..  was  born  Feb.  20.  1845,  in  the 
town  of  Roxbury,  Conn.,  where  he  received,  at  the 
primary  schools,  the  earlier  part  of  his  education, 
continuing  his  studies  at  the  common  schools  of 
Wallingford,  where  the  family  removed  when  he 
was  seven  years  old.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  be- 
ing  desirous    of    following   his    father's    trade,    he 


started  to  learn  that  of  joiner;  but  at  the  end  of  a 
few  months  he  gave  it  up  and  entered  the  factory 
of  G.  I.  Mix  &  Co.,  of  Yalesville,  New  Haven 
county,  manufacturers  of  Britannia  ware.  Here 
he  remained  but  a  short  time,  however,  from  there 
going  to  the  Meriden  Britannia  Co.'s  factory  in 
Wallmgford,  and  he  continued  in  its  employ  until 
1862.  Heretofore  he  had  no  taste  for  office  work, 
but  an  opportunity  presenting  itself,  he  accepted  a 
position  as  entry  clerk  with  Hall,  Elton  &  Co.,  man- 
ufacturers of  plated  ware,  which  position  he  held 
until,  owing  to  his  marked  ability,  and  the  energy 
which  he  had  shown  in  every  minute  detail  of  the 
business,  he  was  promoted  to  the  office  of  secretary 
of  the  company.  This  incumbency  he  held  and  the 
duties  thereof  he  performed  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  the  company,  until  1877,  in  that  year  resigning 
to  accept  the  position  of  treasurer  of  the  Wallace 
Bros.'  tactory.  In  1879  '^^"s  firm  merged  into  the 
R.  Wallace  &  Sons  Alfg.  Co.,  and  Air.  Leavenworth 
was  at  the  same  time  elected  treasurer  and  general 
manager  of  the  placing  of  the  product  of  this  mam- 
moth factory  on  the  market.  From  his  very  com- 
mencement in  this  capacity  the  business  of  the  hrm  • 
was  trebled,  and  is  still  increasing  rapidly.  The 
company  are  large  manufacturers  of  all  kinds,  and 
in  great  varieties,  of  silver  ware  for  table  use,  and 
employment  is  given  to  from  700  to  850  hands. 
They  have  branch  houses  in  New  York,  Chicago, 
San  Francisco  and  London,  England. 

In  addition  to  his  business  relations  just  men- 
tioned, Col.  Leavenworth  was  until  recently  presi- 
dent and  director  of  the  Wallingford  Gas  Light 
Co.,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  incorporators ;  he 
is  a  director  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Walling- 
ford, also  one  of  its  incorporators,  and  on  the  death 
of  Samuel  Simpson  (late  president  of  the  bank) 
in  1894,  he  was  elected  to  succeed  him.  As  a  stanch 
Republican  he  is  a  recognized  leader,  and  has  served 
in  various  offices  of  trust  and  honor.  In  1897  he 
represented  the  town  of  Wallingford  in  the  State 
Legislature,  and  during  his  two  years  there  was 
chairman  of  the  military  committee. 

In  municipal  affairs  he  was  burgess  of  the  bor- 
ough of  Wallingford  four  years ;  chairman  of  the 
board  of  water  commissioners,  also  four  years ;  and 
he  is  now  president  of  the  Wallingford  Board  of 
Trade,  having  held  that  position  ever  since  the  for- 
mation of  the  board.  He  is  at  present  a  member  of 
the  Central  School  District  Committee,  having  taken 
office  July  15,  1900,  for  two  years,  by  the  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  district. 

Socially  Col.  Leavenworth  is  a  member  of  the 
Wallingford  Club,  of  Wallingford,  and  also  of  the 
Republican  League  Club,  and  the  Union  League 
Club,  both  of  New  Haven.  His  religious  connec- 
tions are  with  the  First  Congregational  Church  of 
Wallingford,  of  which  he  is  a  liberal  supporter. 

Col.  Leavenworth  enjoys  a  military  record  that 
covers  nearly  fifteen  years.  On  Sept.  15,  1871,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  K,  2d  Regiment,  Connecticut 
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National  Guard;  was  appointed  first  sergeant  on 
tlic  19th  of  the  same  month,  and  promoted  suc- 
cessively to  second  lieutenant  ^Dec.  14,  1S71),  first 
liiaitenant  (Aug.  25,  1873),  and  captain  (Jan. ^29, 
1874),  resigning  Jan.  17,  1877.  On  Nov.  11,  iSSo, 
he  was  again  appointed  to  the  captaincy  of  the  same 
company,  and  again  resigned  June  lO,  1882.  On 
July  26,  1SS2,  he  was  elected  lieutenant  colond  of 
the  2d  Regiment  National  Guard,  and  Feb.  16,  1885, 
was  promoted  to  the  colonelcy  of  same,  which  rank 
he  held  several  years,  resigning  from  the  command 
June  22,  18S9.  He  was  highly  esteemed  as  an 
efficient  ofiicer  and  a  strict  disciplinarian. 

On  Oct.  21,  1S67,  Col.  Leaven v.-orth  was  married 
to  Miss  Nettie  A.  \\'allace,  a  native  of  Watertown, 
and  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Louisa  Wallace,  of 
Wallingford,  and  children  as  follows  have  becii 
born  to  them:  Clifford  Wallace,  born  ALay  16,  1869, 
a  graduate  from  Yale  in  1891,  is  now  president  of 
the  \'alentine  Linsley  Silver  Co.,  of  \Vallingford ; 
Isabel  Wallace,  born  in  1871,  died  m  1889;  Bessie 
Adele,  born  in  1874,  was  married  in  1897  to  Carl 
ton  H.  Leach,  son  of  the  late  Hon.  Oscar  Leach,  of 
Middletown  (they  have  one  child,  \\'alter  Leaven- 
worth) ;  and  John  Wallace,  born  July  20,  1882,  is 
at  present  attending  school  at  Andover,  preparatory 
to  entering  Yale. 

It  can  truly  be  said  that  Col.  Leavenworth  has, 
during  his  business  career,  identified  himself  prom- 
inently with  every  interest  of  his  town  in  the  line 
of  public  improvement,  and  has  earned  the  reputa- 
tion which  attaches  to  him — that  of  being  an  honor- 
able and  highly  useful,  loyal  citizen.  A  repre- 
sentative self  made  man,  his  success  in  life  is  due 
wholly  to  his  untiring  energy  and  indomitable  per- 
severance, and  he  has  in  all  respects  proven  himself 
to  be  a  worthy  scion  of  a  worthy  family. 


AUSTIN  MANSFIELD,  who  was  for  many 
years  a  prominent  business  man  of  New  Haven, 
came  from  a  long  and  honorable  line  of  New  Eng- 
land families.  Jesse  Merrick  ^Mansfield,  his  father, 
was  in  the  seventh  generation  from  Richard  Mans- 
field, who  came  from  Exeter,  Devonshire.  England, 
and  settled  in  Quinnipiac  (New  Haven),  in  1639, 
being  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  Colony.  Joseph 
Mansfield,  son  of  Richard,  lived  on  the  part  of  his 
father's  farm  located  in  what  is  known  as  Hamden, 
and  died  in  1692.  Joseph  Mansfield  (2),  his  son, 
born  in  1673,  married  Elizabeth  Cooper;  he  occu- 
pied the  homestead  and  farm  of  his  father  and 
grandfather.  Joseph  ^Mansfield  (3),  born  in  1708, 
married  Phebe  Bassett  in  1732,  resided  at  the  old 
place  of  his  ancestors,  and  died  about  1762,  leaving 
a  son,  Titus,  who  married  Mabel  Todd,  and  lived  at 
the  old  Mansfield  farm.  Jesse  Mansfield,  son  of 
I  itus  and  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
1772.  and  was  a  carpenter  bv  occupation  ;  he  married 
Kc/iah  Stiles,  and  lived  in  Hamden.  Cnimecticut. 

Ji--e  Merrick  Mansfield,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  July  11,  1801,  in  Hamden,  Conn.,  and 


was  a  farmer  there  during  the  early  part  of  his  ca- 
reer, but  later  engaged  in  the  coal  business  in  New 
Haven,  where  his  death  occurred  March  23,  1878. 
Mr.  Mansfield  was  three  times  married,  first  on 
Oct.  2T„  1825,  to  Charlotte  Heaton,  who  died  June 

19,  1844.  His  second  wife,  Julia  Tuttle,  died  in 
1849,  ^i^*^  o"  Nov.  3,  1850,  he  married  Catherine  B. 
Warner.  His  children  were:  Ellen,  born  in  1826, 
died  in  i860;  Austin,  born  in  1829,  died  in  1831; 
Austin  (2),  born  April  7,  1833,  died  Nov.  24,  1898; 
Susan,  born  in  1837;  Howard,  born  in  1849;  and 
Burton,  born  in  1856. 

Austin  Mansfield  was  reared  in  the  vicinity  of 
Hamden,  and  attended  the  district  sch'X)Is,  and  later 
came  to  New  Haven,  where  he  began  his  career  in 
the  lumber  business  in  association  with  George  D. 
Gower.  The  death  of  ^Ir.  Gower,  in  1885,  caused 
some  immaterial  changes,  and  for  several  years  .Mr. 
Mansfield  continued  the  business  alone  and  then 
took  his  son  with  him,  making  the  firm  Austin  Mans- 
field &  Son,  this  name  continuing  until  the  death  of 
Mr.  Alansfield,  in  1898.  The  first  marriage  of  Mr. 
jMansfield  was  to  Emily  Ford,  who  died  in  1879, 
leaving  one  son,  Louis  A.,  who  carries  on  the  lumber 
business  established  by  his  father.  On  May  14, 
1885,  Mr.  Mansfield  married  }kliss  Charlotte  E.  Jud- 
son. 

The  family  of  Mrs.  ^lansfield  came  from  old 
Revolutionary  stock.  Her  father,  Jerome  T.  Jud- 
son,  was  born  in  Newtown,  Conn.,  Nov.  9,  1830, 
and  died  in  New  Haven,  July  16, -1872.  He  mar- 
ried Jane  P.  Hall,  who  was  born  in  Newtown,  June 

20,  1836,  a  daughter  of  Alexander  Hall,  Esq.,  of 
Newtown,  who  was  born  in  Putnam  county,  N.  Y., 
June  2^,  1800,  and  Reb  cca  Colburn  Hall  of  New- 
town. Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Jerome  T.  Judson  were  mar- 
ried and  lived  in  New  Haven,  where  he  became  well 
known  as  the  senior  member  of  the  packing  house 
of  Judson  Bros.  Mrs.  Mansfield  was  their  only 
child.  After  the  death  of  INIr.  Judson,  his  widow, 
in  1879,  became  the  wife  of  George  M.  Grant,  who 
is  now  also  deceased. 

Jerome  T.  Judson  was  a  son  of  Truman  Judson, 
a  farmer  of  Ro.xbury,  Conn.  He  married  Antoi- 
nette Hurlburt,  and  reared  a  family  of  ten  children : 
Jerome  T.,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Mansfield  was  the 
eldest  of  the  family.  The  others  were  Charles  E., 
deceased;  Philena;  Warner  D. ;  Henrietta;  Antoi- 
nette; Martha;  Betsie ;  George;  and  Ellen. 

LUTFIER  WHEELER  CUM  MINGS  was  born 
in  Montpelier,  Vt.,  July  6,  1841.  son  of  Oren  Cum- 
mings,  a  native  of  the  same  place,  who  was  born 
Feb.  20,  1801,  and  died  at  East  ]\Iontpelier,  April 

21,  1884.  Elisha  Cummings,  the  father  of  Oren, 
was  brjrn  in  Sutton,  Mass.,  and  his  father  was  Dan- 
iel Cummings. 

Elisha  Cummings  moved  from  Sutton  to  Mont- 
pelier, he  and  his  wife  making  the  journey  in  an 
ox-cart,  and  settled  in  the  wilderness,  engaging  in 
farming,  and  disputing  a  place  with  the  wild  beasts 
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that  abounded  at  that  time.  At  the  time  of  his 
.location  the  nearest  neighbor  was  three  miles  away. 
Mr.  Cunimings  Hved  to  the  age  of  ninety-one.     He 

,  -and    his   wife   reared   a   family   of    nine    children ; 

i  Sophia,  Joel,  Oren  (the  father  of  Luther  \\'.), 
Avery,  Lorenda,  Almira,  Amassa,  and  Lucius  and 

:  Luman  (twins),  all  of  whom  were  farming  people, 
and  settled  in  the  same  part  of  the  State. 

Oren  Cummings,  the  father  of  Luther  W'.,  was 
a  farmer  all  his  life.     He  married  I'.etsy  Wheeler, 

!  who  was  born  in  Montpelier  in  1802,  and  died  Feb. 

'22,  1878.  To  them  came  five  children:  Henry 
^L,  born  in  1828;  Albert  C).,  bom  in  1829;  Timothy 
S.,  born  in  1833;  Elizabeth,  born  in  1837;  and 
Luther  \V.,  whose  name  appears  above.  Henry  ^L, 
who  was  a  fanner,  died  in  East  Montpelier,  \'t.,Aug. 
7,  1881.  Albert  O.  is  now  retired  from  active  la- 
bors, and  is  living  in  Montpelier.  Timothy  S.  is  a 
farmer,  and  lives  at  East  Montpelier.  Elizabeth 
married  Henry  S.  Town,  a  farmer  in  Montpelier. 
Oren  Cummings  became  a  Republican  when  the 
party  was  organized. 

]\Irs.  Betsy  (Wheeler)  Cummings  was  a 
daughter  of  Jerathmel  B.  Wheeler,  who  was  born 
in  1768,  and  settled  in  Montpelier,  coming  with  his 
brother  Benjamin  from  Massachusetts.  They  were 
great-grandsons  of  James  Wheeler,  who  was  born 
in  England.  Col.  Philip  Wheeler,  son  of  James, 
was  born  in  1698,  and  died  Sept.  19,  1765.  Capt. 
Philip  Wheeler,  son  of  Col.  Philip,  was  born  in 
1733.     We  have  .the  following  concerning  him: 

i  . 

I   ■  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  Nov.  22,  1774. 

The  town  of  Rehoboth,  being  legally  warned  and  assem- 
bled on  the  21st    inst.,  made  choice  of  .Mr.  Ephraim  Stark- 
weather,  .Mr.   Samuel    Peck,   Capt.    Ebenezer    Feck,    Capt. 
Philip  Wheeler,  and  Capt.  Thomas  Carpenter,  a  Committee 
for  executing  the  Plans  of  the  Continental  and   Provincial 
;  Congresses;  and.  also  gave  Orders  to  the   Constables   and 
!  ■Collectors   to   pay    Henry    Gardner,   of  Stow,  Esq.,  .Monies 
'  which  they  then   had  or  in  future  might  have  in  their  hands 
belonging   to  the   Province,  agreeable  to  a   Resolve  of  the 
Provincial  Congress,  who  have  considered  the  late  Treasurer 
■Gray  unworthy  of  any  further  Confidence,  and  an  avowed 
Enemy  to  the  Rights  of  America. 

From  the  Providence  Gazette  and  Country  Jour- 
nal of  Saturday,  Dec.  3,  1774: 

Sunday  Night  last  died  at  Palmer's  River  Captain 
Philip  Wheeler,  whose  Death  was  occasioned  by  a  Wound 
he  received  in  the  Leg  at  the  Training  of  his  Company  a 
few  Days  before,  a  young  Man  having  carelessly  and  con- 
trary to  Orders,  discharged  his  Gun  which  contained  a 
double  Charge  of  Powder.  This  fatal  Accident  should  cau- 
tion all  that  are  engaged  in  learning  the  Art  military  to  sub- 
mit themselves  entirely  to  the  Orders  of  their  Officers. 

Capt.  Wheeler  has  left  a  Wife,  and  a  numerous  Family 
of  Children,  to  deplore  his  loss. 

Luther  W.  Cummings  grew  to  manhood  under 
the  parental  roof,  and  remained  on  the  home  farm 
until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  receiving  his 
education  in  the  old  district  school.  It  was  a  mile 
from  his  home,  and  his  father  had  to  go  three 
miles.     \\"hen  he  had  reached  the  age  of  twentv- 
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one  it  was  time  for  him  to  strike  out  in  life  for 
himself.  The  first  move  he  made  was  to  come  to 
Connecticut,  where  he  worked  as  a  laborer  on  the 
railroad  near  Hartford,  which  presently  led  him  to 
the  position  of  fireman  on  the  Providence,  Hartford 
&  Fishkill  Railroad  ;  he  served  an  apprenticeship  of 
ft)ur  years.  Mr.  Cummings  came  to  Watcrbury  in 
1867,  and  took  charge  of  the  engine  for  the  Steele 
&  Johnson  Co.,  and  for  twenty-tive  years  was  its 
operator.  For  about  seven  years  he  has  been  re- 
tired from  active  work. 

On  Sept.  15,  1874,  Mr.  Cummings  married  Miss 
Isabel  A.  Frost,  a  native  of  Watcrbury.  and  a 
daughter  of  Jared  I'rost,  who  was  born  in  North 
Haven,  Conn..  Sept.  18,  1820,  and  died  in  Water- 
bury  June  II,  1873.  Jared  Frost  was  with  the 
Benedict  &  Burnham  Manufacturing  Co.,  many 
years.  He  married  Susan  Lambert,  who  was  born 
in  Watcrbury,  Dec.  26.  1822,  and  died  Jan.  29,  1883. 
They  had  two  children  :  Charles  X.  and  Isabel  A. 
(Mrs.  Cummings).  Charles  X.  lives  in  Kenosha, 
Wis.,  where  he  is  superintendent  of  the  Chicago 
Brass  Co.,  and  president  of  the  15adger  Manufactur- 
ing Co.  Willard  Frost,  the  father  of  Jared,  was 
born  in  X'orth  Haven,  Conn.,  married  Miriam  Ives, 
Dec.  3,  1809,  and  died  April  17,  1854.  The  fol- 
lowing children  were  born  to  them :  Horace, 
Louise,  William  T..  Jared  (the  father  of  Mrs.  Cum- 
mings) and  Alva.  The  father  of  Willard  Frost 
was  born  in  X'orth  Haven  June  18,  i7-'|.8,  and 
throughout  his  life  was  a  man  of  mark.  His  wife. 
Mabel  Stiles,  was  a  daughter  of  Isaac  Stiles,  and 
the  niece  of  President  Stiles,  of  Yale  College.  Their 
children  were  Polly,  Titus,  Julia,  John,  Samuel, 
Willard  and  Leverett.  Ebenezer  Frost,  the  grand- 
father of  Willard,  was  born  in  Xorth  Haven,  and 
died  about  1757.  Damaris  Ives  became  his  wife, 
and  they  reared  a  family  of  eight  children:  Mar\', 
Samuel,  Sybil,  Amos.  Titus,  Mary,  Lucy  and  Eben- 
ezer. Ebenezer  Frost,  father  of  the  Ebenezer  just 
tr.enticned.  was  born  in  Xorth  Haven  Aug.  15,  1677, 
married  Mary  Tuttle,  and  reared  the  following 
children :  Hannah,  Ebenezer,  Mary.  Mary,  Sarah, 
Martha.  John.  Abigail,  Amos,  Thankful  and  Eliza- 
beth. John  Frost,  the  father  of  Ebenezer,  was  born 
in  England,  and  settled  in  Xorth  Haven. 

After  their  marriage  Luther  W.  Cunimings  and 
his  wife  settled  in  Watcrbury,  where  three  children 
were  born  to  them  :  Harr\-  F.,  July  26,  1875  •  Gor- 
man W.,  Feb.  27,  1881  ;  and  Phillip  I.,  Xov.  13, 
1892.  Mr.  Cummings  is  an  independent  in  political 
matters.  He  is  a  man  of  good  character  and  stand- 
ing in  the  community. 

CHARLES  AUGUSTUS  MEIGS,  born  in  O.x- 
ford.  Conn.,  March  6,  1825,  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  industrial  and  mercantile  inter- 
ests of  this  count      '  'ring  the  past  half  century. 

Samuel  Meigs,  ...s  father,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Bethlehem,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  in  1791.  a  son 
of  Dr.  Phineas  Meigs,  a  leading  physician  and  prom- 
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jii  'lit  citizen  of  that  place  who  cHcd  in  1805.  Samuel 
Meigs  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  town, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty  removed  to  Oxford  where 
lie  was  employed  by  the  lion.  David  Tondinson, 
grandfather  of  Charles  A.  Meigs,  as  will  appear 
later.  Air.  Tondinson  conducted  a  general  mer- 
cantile business  at  Quaker  Farms,  a  village  in  the 
town  of  Oxfeird.  and  was  cngagetl  in  the  West  In- 
dies trade,  owning  vessels  plying  between  Derby, 
New  flaven  and  those  Islands;  was  also  largely  in- 
terested in  agriculture,  owning  2.300  acres  of  land, 
mostlv  in  the  town  of  Oxford,  and  was  a  wealthy 
and  inrtuential  citizen  of  that  place,  serving  for  a 
time  as  Senator  in  the  State  Legislature.  Samuel 
Meigs  married  Lorena,  daughter  of  David  Tom- 
linson,  and  to  them  were  born  five  children,  namely: 
Sarah  E.,  who  married  Charles  Dick,  and  died  in 
1888;  Jane  C,  widow  of  George  Lum;  Benjamin, 
who  died  in  childhood;  David  T.,  who  died  in  1889; 
and  Charles  A.,  whom  we  are  reviewing.  Samuel 
Meigs  spent  his  last  years  upon  the  farm  in  Oxford, 
where  he  died  in  the  spring  of  1855,  '^^  the  age  of 
sixty-five.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, served  in  the  State  Legislature,  and  although 
not  a  lawyer,  he  was  well  versed  in  legal  matters 
through  extensive  reading. 

Charles  Augustus  Aleigs  passed  the  early  years 
of  his  life  at  the  old  homestead  in  Quaker  Farms, 
and  obtained  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  the  neighborhood.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  went 
to  Birmingham,  Conn.,  where  he  served  a  five  years' 
apprenticeship  to  the  tailor's  trade,  but  owing  to  ill 
health,  was  unable  to  follow  that  occupation.  Re- 
turning to  Oxford  he  taught  school  for  one  season, 
and  in  1849  removed  to  Waterbury.  Conn.,  where 
he  started  the  first  bakery  in  the  place.  He  con- 
tinued in  the  baking  business  until  the  spring  of 
1852,  when,  accompanied  by  his  brother  David,  he 
went  to  California  by  way  of  the  Nicaragua  route. 
On  landing  at  San  Francisco  they  proceeded  to  the 
Feather  River  country,  where  they  engaged  in  pros- 
pecting and  mining  until  1855,  when  they  returned 
to  Waterbury.  There  he  again  engaged  in  the  bak- 
ing business,  and  in  1857  took  John  T.  Trott  into 
partnership,  under  the  firm  name  of  Meigs  &  Trott. 
This  firm  continued  for  over  thirty  years  and  be- 
came well  known  throughout  the  State  on  account  of 
its  extensive  business,  especially  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  crackers.  In  1858,  leaving  the  firm  business 
to  the  management  of  his  partner,  Mr.  Meigs  again 
went  to  California,  where  he  remained  for  seven 
years.  Since  his  return  to  Connecticut  in  1865,  he 
has  divided  his  time  between  Waterbury  and  Quaker 
Farms,  having  business  interests  in  both  places.  He 
has,  however,  during  the  past  few  years  d;voted 
most  of  his  time  to  his  farming  interests,  and  at 
present  resides  at  the  old  homestead  where  he  was 
born   nearly   seventy-seven   years  ago. 

In  1857  Mr.  Aleigs  was  married  to  Miss  Lucy 
Vale,  of  Canaan.  Conn.,  who  died  the  following 
year.    He  was  again  married  Jan.  3,  1S67,  Bernice, 


daughter   of    FJienezer   and   Julia    (Davis)    Riggs, 
of   O.xforil,   becoming   his    wife. 

Ebenezer  Riggs  was  a  prominent  citizen  of  that: 
town,  served  in  the  .State  Legislature,  and  was  ctjn- 
spicuous  for  his  hospitality  and  kindly  characteris- 
tics. Mrs.  Meigs'  ancestors  include  many  people 
prominently  identified  with  the  early  history  and 
development  of  \ew  Haven  county,  among  them 
being  Sergeant  Edward  Riggs,  one  of  the  first  two 
settlers  of  Derby,  Comi.  Of  this  second  marriage 
have  been  born  three  children  :  David,  who  died  in 
infancy;  AIar\-,  a  resident  of  Waterbury;  and 
Charles  E.,  an  attorney  at  law"  of  that  place,  who 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Scientific  Department  of  Yale 
University,  and  was  a  student  in  both  the  Yale  and 
Harvard  Law  Schools.  In  his  political  views,  Mr.. 
Meigs  is  a  Republican,  and  religiously  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  to  which 
his  wife  also  belongs.  As  a  business  man  he  is 
honorable,  prompt  and  true  to  every  engagement. 
He  is  a  man  who  has  lived  and  has  been  active  dur- 
ing the  world's  greatest  period  of  development,  and 
he  belongs  to  the  type  of  New  England  family  that 
is  too  fast  disappearing. 

ALBERT  CHATFIELD.  Among  the  ener- 
getic and  successful  farmers  of  Oxford,  who  thor- 
oughly understand  the  vocation  which  they  follow, 
and  are  consequently  enabled  to  carry  on  their  call- 
ing with  profit  to  themselves,  is  the  subject  of  this 
review.  He  is  actively  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits on  a  fine  farm  of  sixty  acres. 

Mr.  Chatfield  is  a  native  of  the  town  of  Oxford, 
born  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Preston  Henman, 
Alarch  14,  1824,  and  is  a  son  of  Lewis  and  Thirza 
(  Perry )  Chatfield.  In  early  life  the  father  engaged 
in  mercantile  business  in  Oxford,  but  later  followed 
farming.  He  died  in  1858,  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years,  and  his  wife  passed  away  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-three.  In  their  family  were  only  two 
children,  and  Martha,  the  older,  is  now  deceased. 
'  Reared  in  his  native  town,  Albert  Chatfield  is 
indebted  to  its  public  schools  for  his  educational 
advantages,  and  being  the  only  son,  he  remained  at 
home  with  his  parents,  aiding  his  father  in  the 
work  of  the  farm  and  early  acquiring  an  excellent 
knowdedge  of  the  occupation  which  he  has  chosen  as 
a  life  work.  In  i860  he  removed  to  the  farm  where 
he  now  resides,  and  to  its  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment has  since  devoted  his  energies,  being  success- 
fully engaged  in  general  farming.  Politically  he 
is  a  stanch  Republican. 

STREET  WILLIAMS  was  born  July  9,  1833. 
in  Wallingford,  where  his  father,  Julius  Williams, 
was  born  April  25,  1801,  and  where  he  died  Oct.  26, 
1881.  The  father  was  a  Whig  and  became  a  Re- 
publican on  the  formation  of  the  party.  He  was 
much  interested  in  political  affairs  from  princijde, 
but  was  never  an  office  seeker;  he  was  a  hard-work- 
ing and  an  earnest  member  of  St.  I'aul's  Episcopal 
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Church  and  served  as  warden  for  nearly  twenty 
years,  and  as  vestryman  many  years.  Julius  Will- 
iams was  married,  in  1827,  to  Miss  Betsy  Todd, 
who  was  born  in  1806,  a  daughter  of  Eliazer  Todd, 
of  North  Haven;  she  died  Nov.  11,  1844.  To  their 
marriage  were  born:  (r)  Dwight,  born  Oct.  6, 
1828,  and  died  ]May  7,  1874;  he  was  a  life-long 
farmer,  and  he  married  Miss  Sarah  A.  Lamphier, 
of  Branford.  (2)  Street.  (3)  Juliette  E.,  bom 
May  8,  1841,  married  Edgar  Squires,  of  Bridgeport. 

Willoughby  Williams,  father  of  Julius,  was  born 
in  1757,  in  Wallingford,  where  he  died  in  1837. 
For  many  years  he  was  senior  warden  of  St.  Paul's 
Episcopal  Church.  In  early  life  he  was  a  Federal- 
ist, and  died  a  Whig.  In  matters  of  finance  his 
judgment  was  regarded  as  good,  and  he  was  much 
employed  in  settling  estates.  He  married  Abigail 
Merriman,  of  Wallingford,  and  was  father  to  the 
following  children:  (i)  Philo,  who  died  in  1805, 
aged  nineteen  years;  (2)  Sallie,  who  married  John 
Street,  of  Holyoke,  Mass.,  a  descendant  of  the 
famous  Rev.  Samuel  Street,  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Wallingford;  (3)  Lodema,  who  married  Ira 
Munson,  of  Wallingford;  (4)  Harry,  who  married 
Rebecca  Todd,  of  Northford;  (5)  Julius  noted 
above;  (6)  Abby,  who  married  John  H.  Johnson, 
of  Wallingford;  and  (7)  Lucinda,  who  wedded 
Jesse  Tuttle,  of  Hamden. 

Willoughby  Williams,  Sr.,  father  of  Willoughby, 
and  great-grandfather  of  Street  Williams,  is  sup- 
posed to  have  come  from  England,  where  he  was 
born  in  1736.  He  died  in  1776.  Where  he  set- 
tled in  Wallingford  is  still  known  as  the  "Williams 
section,"  and  is  still  occupied  by  a  large  number  of 
his  descendants.  He  was  a  weaver  by  trade,  and 
was  a  very  active  man,  and  exceedingly  athletic ; 
he  was  able  to  put  his  great  strength  and  endurance 
to  good  use  in  the  French  war,  when  he  was  taken 
prisoner  at  Quebec,  and  confined  by  the  French  on 
board  a  ship.  In  the  night  he  dropped  into  the 
river,  swam  ashore,  and  reached  the  English  lines. 
He  married  Abigail  Allen,  and  had  several  children, 
among  whom  were  Willoughby  and  Herman.  The 
daughters  went  to  the  West,  and  all  trace  of  them 
has  been  lost. 

Street  Williams  passed  his  boyhood  days  in 
Wallingford,  and  received  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  and  in  private  schools  taught  by  Levi 
W.  Hart,  a  Mr.  Barnes,  and  Charles  Cothren.  When 
he  was  eighteen  years  of  age  he  entered  the  State 
Normal  School  at  New  Britain,  where  he  was  well 
prepared  for  a  career  in  the  school  room.  After 
leaving  the  Normal  he  taught  school  for  two  years, 
but  circumstances  turned  his  attention  to  farming, 
which  he  afterward  followed  during  his  active  life, 
and  made  a  decided  success  of  it  in  the  very  best 
sense  of  the  word.  In  1893  he  sold  the  greater 
part  of  his  estate  to  his  nephew,  Julius  D.  Williams, 
and  removed  to  North  Main  street,  Wallingford, 
where  he  built  himself  a  comfortable  and  attractive 
residence,  and  here  he  is  spending  his  last  years  in 


the  enjoyment  of  a  rest  for  which  he  has  richly 
paid  in  long  and  arduous  years. 

Mr.  Williams  is  a  Republican,  and  has  filled 
various  local  offices.  For  seven  years  he  served  as 
assessor  of  the  town,  and  for  three  years  has  been 
on  the  Board  of  Relief.  Deeply  interested  in  educa- 
tion he  has  been  connected  with  the  administration 
of  the  local  schools  for  many  years,  for  over  thirty 
years  was  clerk  of  School  District  No.  7.  For  four 
years  he  has  been  justice  of  the  peace,  and  is  still 
active  in  that  position.  From  his  youth  He  has  been 
a  member  of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church,  where  he 
has  been  vestryman  for  twenty-five  years,  and  for 
many  years  treasurer  of  the  parish.  He  was  super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday-school  seven  years,  and 
still  works  earnestly  for  its  success. 

On  Sept.  28,  1864,  Street  Williams  was  married 
to  Miss  Julia  A.  Blackman,  who  was  born  Feb.  23, 
183S,  a  daughter  of  William  Blackman,  of  Hunting- 
ton, Conn.  She  is  an  excellent  companion  and  help- 
meet, and  Mr.  Williams  attributes  much  of  the  suc- 
cess and  happiness  in  life  which  he  has  enjoyed  to 
the  counsel  and  co-operation  of  his  gifted  wife. 
^Ir.  Williams  has,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  con- 
fidence and  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

GEORGE  MARCUS  ROCKWELL.  A  well- 
known  business  citizen  of  Meriden,  Conn.,  is 
George  M.  Rockwell,  who  is  associated  with  the 
Charles  Parker  Co.,  in  the  gun  shop  department, 
engaged  in  his  trade  as  contractor. 

Mr.  Rockwell  was  born  in  Lebanon,  New  London 
Co.  Conn.,  Alarch  23,  1840,  a  son  of  Jabez  Rockwell. 
The  latter  was  born  in  Norwich,  Vermont,  where  he 
was  thoroughly  educated,  and  later  entered  upon  the 
profession  of  teaching.  While  in  young  manhood 
he  came  to  Lebanon,  Conn.,  purchased  some  land 
and  during  the  winters  taught  school  and  followed 
farming  in  the  summers.  At  a  later  date  he  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Norwich,  Conn.,  follow- 
ing the  same  lines,  becoming  one  of  the  best  known 
educators  in  the  county,  and  a  man  who  was  uni- 
versally respected.  During  his  later  years  he  was 
an  invalid,  from  a  paralytic  attack,  his  last  days 
being  made  as  comfortable  as  possible  by  the  care 
and  attention  of  friends.  In  political  opinion,  he 
was  a  Democrat,  while  his  religious  views  made 
him  a  Universalist.  Mr.  Rockwell  was  a  valued 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  for  many 
years  was  active  in  its  work.  Jabez  Rockwell  was 
a  man  of  fine  character  and  of  literary  ability  far 
above  the  average.  An  omnivorous  reader,  he  was 
one  of  the  ardent  supporters  of  all  educational  and 
progressive  measures  in  his  town,  and  was  for  many 
years  the  most  interested  subscriber  to  the  Hart- 
ford Times,  in  Norwich.  He  was  married  in  Leba- 
non, Conn.,  to  Eunice  Bailey,  her  death  taking  place 
in  Norwich,  where  both  she  and  her  husband  are 
interred.  She  was  a  devoted  wife  and  mother,  and 
a  woman  of  high  Christian  character,  for  many 
years  being  a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
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Church.  She  was  known  for  her  charity  and  kind- 
ness, and  as  the  years  of  her  life  gathered,  she  grew 
in  grace,  and  her  gentle  influence  still  remains  as  a 
hencdicfion  to  all  who  knew  her.  Xo  tribute  could 
be  too  great  to  honor  a  devoted  mother.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Rockwell  was  born  a  large  family,  many 
of  these  having  become  valued  and  useful  members 
of  society,  while  others  have  joined  the  "great  ma- 
jority." Their  names  were;  Austin,  deceased; 
fohn,  also  deceased;  William,  deceased;  Bailey,  de- 
ceased ;  Elisher,  deceased ;  Charles,  deceased ;  Fred- 
erick Augustus,  a  resident  of  Providence,  R.  I. ; 
Julia  married  Jedediah  Maynard;  Mary,  deceased, 
married  Henry  Hasen  ;  James  and  George  M.,  twins, 
the  former  deceased ;  Arthur,  deceased ;  and  Nellie, 
who  married  John  W.  Martin,  of  Florence,  ]\Iass- 
achusetts. 

George  M.  Rockwell,  the  eleventh  child  of  Jabez 
and  Eunice  (Bailey)  Rockwell,  attended  the  dis- 
trict schools  in  Lebanon  in  his  boyhood  and  was 
still  a  lad  when  the  family  removal  was  made  to 
Norwich.  Here  he  entered  school  again  for  a  time, 
but  while  still  a  youth,  became  a  clerk  in  the  hat 
store  of  Mr.  J.  AI.  Currier,  remaining  until  he  se- 
cured a  more  lucrative  position  in  the  clothing 
store  of  William  Gardiner,  of  Norwich.  Two  years 
were  spent  here  by  2^Ir.  Rockwell  as  clerk,  but  his 
desire  was  to  learn  a  trade,  and  after  looking  the 
ground  over,  he  decided  to  enter  the  tin  shop  of 
Roth  &  Dennis,  and  became  skilled  in  that  business. 
Here  he  spent  three  years,  learning  the  trade  thoi- 
oughly  in  all  its  branches,  and  then  started  out  as 
a  journeyman,  working  through  the  various  towns 
in  this  capacity,  for  several  years.  Finally  Mr. 
Rockwell  became  associated  with  C.  R.  Pryor,  and 
they  opened  up  a  business  in  Greenville,  the  firm 
style  being  Pryor  &  Rockwell,  this  partnership  last- 
ing about  four  years,  and  Mr.  Rockwell  continued 
alone,  remaining  there  for  a  period  of  twelve  years. 
From  Greenville  3ilr.  Rockwell  then  removed  to 
Woonsocket,  R.  L,  where  he  found  employment  in 
a  wringer  factory,  remaining  there  until  1883,  at 
which  time  he  came  to  ]vleriden.  Conn.,  and  accepted 
the  position  of  inspector,  offered  him  by  the  Parker 
Bros.,  in  the  gun  factory,  two  years  later  being  made 
the  contractor  in  the  gun  department,  filling  that 
position  with  efficiency  for  the  last  sixteen  years. 
J^Ir.  Rockwell  is  one  of  the  most  valued  among  the 
reliable  and  capable  men  that  this  great  company 
has  attracted  to  their  works.  Their  name  and 
product  is  widely  known,  a  result  of  the  emplo\nient 
of  skilled  men  who  manage  so  many  of  their  import- 
ant departments. 

In  Meriden,  Mr.  Rockwell  is  highly  esteemed  in 
social  and  business  circles.  In  1891  he  purchased  a 
most  desirable  place  on  Queen  street,  and  with  his 
own  skill  made  improvements  which  have  made  his 
residence  the  most  comfortable  and  attractive  on  the 
street.  It  is  gracefully  presided  over  by  his  most 
amiable  and  estimable  wife,  a  lady  of  great  charm 
of  manner,  and  one  of  the  capable  housewives  of 


I  Meriden.     Mr.  Rockwell  was  married  in   1863,  in 
I  Middletown,  Conn.,  to  ]\liss  Bessie  Balch,  who  was 
I  born  m  Colchester,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Ahimaaz 
I  and  Eliza  (Lee)   Balch.     Socially  Mr.  Rockwell  is 
i  connected  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Uncas  Lodge,  No.  11, 
i  of  Norwich.       in  his  political  sympathy,  he  is  a 
I  strong  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  but  he 
j  loves  the  quiet  and  peace  of  his  own  fireside,  with 
1  the  companionship  of  his  wife  and  his  books  and 
I  papers,  too  much  to  resign  them  to  enter  into  any 
I  contest    for    political    preferment.        Although    not 
connected  with  any  religious  body,  Mr.  Rockwell  is 
I  a  man  of  moral  life,  scrupulously  faithful   in  per- 
forming his  duties  to  his  employers,  broad  in  his 
charities,  and  fulfills  every  demand  made  upon  him 
as  a  good  citizen. 

EVELYN  E.  STEVENS,  than  whom  few  men 
in  New  Haven  are  better  known,  comes  of  a  long 
line  of  eminently  respectable  ancestry.  Of  his 
grandfather,  Elias  Stevens,  who  served  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  a  more  extended  mention  may  be 
found  elsewhere. 

Jedediah  Chapman  Stevens,  son  of  Elias,  was 
born  on  Cow  Hill,  now  Prospect  Hill,  in  Clinton, 
Conn.,  May  5,  1807.  His  early  education  was  ac- 
quired in  the  district  schools,  and  early  in  life  he 
started  out  for  himself,  by  working  in  a  blacksmith 
shop  near  his  home.  He  was  first  associated  with 
his  father,  and  afterward  with  his  brother,  Harvey. 
They  carried  on  general  blacksmithing,  and  made 
edge  tools,  Harvey  having  a  secret  method  of  tem- 
pering the  steel  whereby  he  produced  an  extremely 
high  grade  article.  Their  patrons  came  from  miles 
around,  and  they  shod  many  oxen  that  were  brought 
in  from  distant  towns.  Jedediah  Stevens  was  of 
medium  height,  a  hard-working  man,  and  when 
he  died  the  business  practically  died  too.  While 
mowing  a  field  he  received  a  sunstroke  from  which 
his  death  resulted  Aug.  8,  1876,  and  his  remains  are 
buried  in  Clinton.  His  home  was  erected  under  his 
supervision  in  1855.  Politically  he  was  a  Repub- 
lican, but  took  only  a  voting  interest  in  politics. 
While  he  enjoyed  but  meager  educational  advant- 
ages he  was  a  thorough  reader,  his  favorite  authors 
being  Scott  and  Longfellow.  His  keen  wit  and  in- 
exhaustible fund  of  stories  made  him  an  entertain- 
ing companion,  and  his  company  was  much  sought. 
In  his  religious  belief  he  was  a  Congregationalist, 
and  was  an  active  worker  in  that  society. 

On  Oct.  16,  1832,  Jedediah  Chapman  Stevens 
was  wedded  to  Analine  E.  Wright,  who  was  born 
in  Westbrook,  Oct.  28,  181 1.  daughter  of  Jeremiah 
and  Rachel  (Stannard)  Wright,  farming  people  of 
that  town.  She  died  Oct.  21,  1890.  The  children 
of  this  union  were:  (i)  Evelyn  E.  is  mentioned 
farther  on.  (2)  Melissa  A.,  born  June  27,  1835, 
died  Dec.  24,  1891,  unmarried.  (3)  Effie  E.,  born 
May  14,  1850,  married  Oct.  4,  1887,  Julian  Warren 
Cramer,  who  was  born  in  Poughkeepsic,  N.  Y., 
Jan.  5,  1854,  a  descendant  of  Gen.  Joseph  Warren, 
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and  when  a  year  old  was  brought  to  Xew  Haven, 
where  he  was  educated  in  the  pubHc  schools.  Mrs. 
Cramer  is  a  graduate  of  the  Xew  Haven  high 
school,  and  for  several  years  prior  to  her  marriage 
\vas  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  in  that  school. 
They  reside  in  Clinton,  Connecticut. 

Evelyn  E.  Stevens  was  born  in  Clinton,  Conn., 
Feb.  3,  1S34,  and  in  the  town  of  his  nativity  received 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  the  academy. 
For  one  vear  after  leaving  school  he  was  with  his 
uncle,  employed  on  a  packet  running  to  Albanv. 
In  the  fall  of  185 1  he  came  to  Xew  Haven,  and  hav- 
ing inherited  the  mechanical  genius  of  his  father, 
determined  to  learn  the  machinist's  trade.,  which 
line  of  business  he  followed  until  the  sprmg  of  iSOi. 
In  Clinton,  Conn.,  August,  1861,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  G,  7th  C.  \'.,  and  was  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  government  early  in  September, 
1861.  •  He  served  until  July,  1865.  In  Xovember, 
1861,  he  was  detailed  as  surgeons  orderly,  which 
led  to  his  warrant  as  hospital  steward,  non-com- 
missioned staff.  In  }^Iarch,  1865,  he  was  commis- 
sioned first  lieutenant  of  Company  G,  but  upon  the 
earnest  solicitation  of  the  regimental  surgeon  he 
was  induced  to  remain  as  hospital  steward,  and  was 
therefore  not  nnistered.  Afterward  he  was  com- 
missioned first  lieutenant  and  quartermaster,  but 
again  not  mustered. 

After  his  return  from  the  war  Mr.  Stevens  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  coach  lamps  and  trim- 
mings with  Charles  E.  Thompson,  under  the  firm 
name  of  C.  E.  Thompson  &  Co.,  which  about  twenty 
years  later  became  Stevens  &  Sackett,  which  firm 
continued  in  that  line  until  February,  1901,  at  which 
time  Mr.  Stevens  retired  from  active  business. 

On  Oct.  2,  1878,  Mr.  Stevens  married  in  Clinton, 
Conn.,  Sarah  A.  Stevens,  daughter  of  Leander 
Stevens  and  widow  of  Everett  Hurlburt.  He  has 
had  a  summer  home  in  Clinton  for  a  number  of 
years,  which  he  at  present  regards  as  his  permanent 
home.  Fraternally  Mr.  Stevens  has  been  a  Mason 
since  1865,  and  belongs  to  Jeptha  Lodge,  F.  &  A. 
M.,  of  Clinton;  he  is  a  member  of  Admiral  Foote 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  the  Army  and  Xavy  Club  of  Con- 
necticut, and  many  other  clubs  in  Xew  Haven.  In 
his  political  affiliations  he  is  an  unfaltering  Re- 
puiblican  and  keenly  alive  to  the  interests  of  his 
party.  He  attends  the  Church  of  the  Redeemer  in 
Orange  street. 

BIRDSEYE.  The  Birdseye  family  of  Connect- 
icut is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  honorable  in  the 
State's  list  of  notable  families.  A  writer  of  an  ar- 
ticle, published  in  "Lippincott's  Magazine.  "  July, 
1879,  says :  "The  Birdseye  pedigree  is  the  central 
stem  of  all  Stratford  genealogies."  It  is  not  within 
the  province  of  this  work  to  give  an  extended  gen- 
ealogy of  the  family  at  large,  but  it  is  intended  to  es- 
pecially refer  to  the  line  of  the  particular  family  of 
the  late  Thaddeus  Gould  Birdseye.  He  and  his  son, 
Thomas  Shelton  Birdseye,  have  been  prominent  in 


Derby's  history  for  si.xty-five  years  past,  fortv  of 
which  they  have  served  successively  as  secrJtarv 
and  treasurer  of  the  Derby  Savings  Bank,  in  whicla 
position  the  latter  is  still  serving. 

John  Birdseye,  the  progenitor  of  the  Connecti- 
cut family,  came  trom  Reading,  in  Berkshire,  Eng- 
land, in  1636,  and  died  in  1649.  H<-'  liacl  two  chil- 
dren, Joseph  antl  John,  of  whom  the  former  resided 
in    W'ethersfield.      He   had    only    one   daughter. 

(II)  John  Birdseye,  l)orn  in  England  in  1O16. 
came  to  Xew  Haven  with  his  father,  and  the  same 
year  removed  to  W'ethersfield.  In  1639  he  removed 
to  Milford,  and  in  1649  to  Stratford.  He  married 
(first)  Phillippa,  daughter  of  Rev.  Henry  Smith, 
and  (second)  in  October,  1683,  Mrs.  Alice' Tomlin- 
son.  widow  of  Henry.  Deacon  Birdseye  died  April 
4,  1690,  and  his  widow  on  Jan.  25,  ifxjS.  He  was 
the  first  deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church  in  that 
town,  and  in  those  days  the  diaconate  was  an  insti- 
tution of  great  power  and  dignity,  the  deacon  being 
a  conspicuous  person,  second  only  to  the  parish  min- 
ister of  the  Established  Church. 

From  Deacon  John  Birdseye  Thomas  Shelton 
Birdseye,  now  of  Derby,  is  in  the  eighth  generation, 
his  line  being  through  John  (3),  Joseph,  Rev.  Xa- 
than,  Joseph  (2),  David  and  Thaddeus  Gould 
Birdseye. 

(III)  John  Birdseye  (3),  son  of  Deacon  John 
by  his  first  marriage,  born  March  28,  1641,  married, 
Dec.  II,  1669,  Phoebe,  daughter  of  William  and 
Margaret  Wilcoxson,  of  Stratford.  Mr.  Birdseye 
was  an  esteemed  citizen,  held  the  office  of  selectman 
of  the  town,  and  died  in  1697.  His  children  were: 
Hannah,  born  Feb.  5,  1671,  married.  May  3,  1693, 
Isaac  Beach,  of  Stratford,  and  died  Oct.  15,  1750; 
]^Iary,  born  Xov.  10,  1675,  died  June  17,  1691  ;  Sa- 
rah, born  rvlay  9,  1678,  died  Jan.  21,  1679;  Abel, 
born  Xovember,  1679,  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  French 
and  Indian  war.  and  died  Alay  14,  1747;  Joseph, 
born  Feb.  22,  1682  ;  Comfort,  or  Elizabeth,  born  Oct. 
21,  1685,  died  in  1692;  Dinah,  born  in  1688,  mar- 
ried (first)  Benjamin  Beach,  of  Durham,  Conn., 
and  (second)  Samuel  Xorton,  of  Goshen,  Conn., 
and  died  Sept.  17,  1765. 

(IV)  Joseph  Birdseye.  son  of  John  (2),  born 
Feb.  22,  1682,  married, June  10,  1708,  Sarah,  daugh- 
ter of  Ambrose  and  Sarah  (Wells)  Thompson,  of 
Stratford.  She  died  ]vlay  3,  I72().  Mr.  Birdseye 
resided  in  Stratford,  was  a  large  land  owmer,  and 
commanded  the  esteem  and  respect  that  his  intelli- 
gence and  moral  character  merited.  He  died  June 
25,  1757.  His  children  were:  Hannah,  born  Aug. 
12,  1710,  died  unmarried;  Dinah,  born  Oct.  18, 
1712,  died  in  June.  1718;  Xathan,  born  in  August, 
1714;  and  Joseph,  born  Dec.  10,  1717,  died  Dec.  17, 

1738. 

( \  )  Rev.  X'athan  Birdseye,  son  of  Joseph,  born 
in  August.  1714,  married,  April  17,  1739,  Dorothy, 
born  Feb.  27,  17 19,  daughter  of  Rev.  Thomas  and 
.\bigail  (Gold)  Hawley,  of  Ridgefield.  and  grand- 
daughter of  Xathan  Gold,  of  Fairfield,  Deputy  Gov- 
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crnor  of  Connecticut.  Rev.  Birdseye  was  college 
lirn!,  and  took  his  degree  from  Yale  in  1736.  He 
bccaiiic  pastor  of  the  West  Haven  Congregational 
Chiircli  in  1742;  preached  there  sixteen  years,  and 
tlic-n  removed  to  his  patrimonial  estate  in  Stratford, 
whore  he  lived  until  his  death.  Jan.  28,  1818,  aged 
itu  years,  5  months  and  9  days.  His  wife  died 
Si'pt.  21,  1807,  when  eighty-eight  years  of  age. 
Tlieir  children  were:  Joseph,  born  Feb.  4,  1740,  re- 
sided in  Huntington,  Conn.;  Dorothy,  born  Aug. 
10,  1742,  married  (first)  John  Brooks,  and  (second; 
Thomas  (or  Norman)  Ives,  of  Stratford,  and  died 
Sept.  12,  1S34,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-two 
years;  Nathan,  born  ]May  29,  1744,  died  unmarried 
Aug.  5,  1832;  Hannah,  born  Dec.  15,  1746,  mar- 
ried Feb.  17,  1765,  Silas  Curtis,  of  Stratford,  and 
died  Nov.  24,  1812;  Ezra,  born  Jan.  28,  1749,  mar- 
ried Phoebe,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Curtis,  and  died 
Dec.  28,  1S32;  Helen,  born  July  17,  1751,  married 
Josiah,  son  of  Nathan  Peck,  and  died  July  10,  1845 ! 
Thaddeus,  born  April  18,  1753,  married  Helen, 
daughter  of  George -Lewis,  and  died  Feb.  22,  1800; 
Abigail,  born  April  28,  1755,  and  died  unmarried 
May  4,  1827;  Ebenezer,  born  May  13,  1757,  married 
(first)  Eunice,  daughter  of  Capt.  Beach  Tomlinson, 
of  Huntington,  and  (second)  Sarah  Bell,  and  re- 
sided in  Cornwall;  Lucy,  born  ^larch  i,  1759,  died 
unmarried  Dec.  24.  1823;  John,  born  Feb.  16,  1761, 
married  (first)  Phoebe,  daughter  of  James  Coe, 
of  Stratford,  and  (second)  Joanna  Calhoun,  and 
died  Oct.  16,  1839;  and  Sarah,  born  Aug.  26,  1763, 
married  Rev.  Payson  Williston,  pastor  of  the  First 
Congregational  Church  organized  in  Easthampton, 
Mass.,  and  died  Aug.  19,  1845,  aged  eighty-two 
years.  According  to  the  family  history,  all  the  six 
sons  of  Rev.  Nathan  and  Dorothy  Birdseye  ren- 
dered military  service  during  the  Revolution,  but 
as  military  record  of  only  Capt.  Joseph,  Sergeant 
Thaddeus  and  Ezra  has  been  found  in  the  adjutant 
general's  report  at  Hartford,  it  is  presumed  the 
others  were  in  the  skirmishes  in  defence  of  the  coast 
during  Tryon's  inv'asion. 

(VI)  Joseph  Birdseye  (2),  son  of  Rev.  Nathan, 
born  Feb.  4,  1740,  married  Dinah,  born  Jan.  20, 
1744,  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  (Frost)  Black- 
man,  and  resided  in  the  town  of  Huntington,  where 
he  died  May  26,  181 7.  His  wife  died  Oct.  4,  181 5. 
Their  children  were:  Joseph,  born  Aug.  9,  1765, 
died  Jan.  4,  1767;  Joseph  (2),  born  March  10,  1769, 
married  Hannah,  a  daughter  of  Closes  and  Hannah 
Piatt,  and  removed  to  Ilopeville,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
died  Aug.  14,  1805;  Ezekiel.  born  Oct.  26.  1771, 
died  June  18,  1793;  Nathan  Gould,  born  Jan.  23, 
1774,  married  Polly,  daughter  of  Moses  and  Hannah 
I'latt,  and  died  j\Iay  24,  1846:  James,  born  April 
9.  1776,  married  Phoebe  Phelps,  settled  at  Hope- 
ville,  N.  Y.,  and  died  Oct.  21,  1835;  Sarah,  bom 
Nov.  17,  1778,  married  Philo,  son  of  Ephraim  and 
Ann  Curtis,  of  Stratford,  and  died  Dec.  26,  1823; 
Dully,  born  Jan.  30,  1781,  married  Sylvester  Post, 
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lived  in  Huntington,  and  died  there  Aug.  15,  1852; 
and  David,  born  April  3,  1783. 

(VII)  David  Birdseye,  son  of  Joseph  (2),  born 
April  3,  1783,  married  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Eph- 
raim and  Ann  Curtis,  and  resided  in  Huntington. 
He  died  Aug.  19,  18C6.  His  children  were:  Jos- 
eph, born  Dec.  17,  1804,  married  April  4,  1830,  Car- 
oline, daughter  of  Isaac  and  Sarah  (Hawkins)  Hub- 
bell,  of  Derby,  and  resided  in  Huntington,  where  he 
died  April  5,  1847;  Ephraim.  born  April  8,  1808, 
married  Jan.  10,  1S33,  Eliza  A.,  daughter  of  Isaac 
and  Elizabeth  A.  (Curtis)  Cummings,  of  Hunting- 
ton, was  a  merchant  in  Huntington,  Derby  and 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  died  Sept.  17,  1855;  Thad- 
deus Gould,  born  Sept.  9,  1810;  Philo,  born  Oct.  24, 
1812,  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Anson  and  Betsey 
Tucker,  of  Derby,  was  a  tailor  and  later  a  farmer, 
and  died  Feb.  17,  1874;  Sarah  R.,  born  Alarcli  13, 
1815,  died  April  17,  following;  Ann  Rebecca,  born 
r^Iay  29,  1 81 6,  died  unmarried  Aug.  2,  1891. 

Thaddeus  Gould  Birdseye,  son  of  David  and  the 
father  of  Thomas  Shelton,  of  Derby,  was  born  Sept. 
9,  1810,  at  the  family  homestead,  a  fann  only  a  few 
miles  from  the  now  city  of  Derby,  in  the  town  o£ 
Huntington,  Conn.  There  is  in  the  home  of  his 
son  and  daughter  in  Derby  a  large  oil  painting  of 
great  value,  reproducing  minutely  the  old  home- 
stead. There  is  the  ancient  house,  the  well  sweep, 
the  servants,  the  horse,  and  the  out  buildings,  all 
speaking  of  the  home  life  of  those  early  settlers. 
There  Thaddeus  G.  Birdseye  was  born,  and  there 
he  lived  until,  as  a  clerk  with  a  New  York  whole- 
sale grocery  house,  he  began  his  business  life.  Soort 
afterward  he  entered  the  postoffice  at  Bridgeport,. 
Conn.,  where  he  remained  some  years.  In  the 
spring  of  1836  he  moved  to  Birmingham  and  was 
engaged  successively  in  the  grocery  and  dry  goods 
trades.  He  became  postmaster  as  the  successor  of 
Henry  Atwater,  and  held  the  office  eight  years ;  he 
was  clerk  also  four  years,  and  was  then  chosen  sec- 
retary and  treasurer  of  the  Derby  Savings  Bank,  a 
position  he  filled  for  tw^enty  years,  until  his  death: 
at  seventy  years  of  age,  Aug.  15,  1880. 

Mr.  Birdseye  is  described  as  a  quiet,  unobtru- 
sive, genial  man,  one  who  always  minded  his  own 
business,  a  devoted  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  a  faithful  official,  who  gave  great  satisfac- 
tion in  the  discharge  of  his  financial  duties,  a  tried 
and  trusted  friend  of  the  poor.  There  is  an  nmer 
history  here,  beautiful  as  rare.  There  are  many  in 
every  community  who  have  but  little  of  this  world's- 
goods,  and  who  are  in  need  of  a  faithful,  wise,  lov- 
ing counselor  and  friend,  one  who  will  kindly  and 
discreetly  help  them,  invest  their  money,  counsel 
in  its  outlay,  devise,  make  and  be  custodians  of  their 
wills,  perhaps  become  administrators  of  their  es- 
tates ;  and  Mr.  Birdseye  was  the  rare  person  to 
whom  this  considerable  class  turned  for  that 
brotherly  aid  they  needed.  Without  remuneration, 
he  did  for  the  love  of  man  all  the  helpful  things- 
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that  only  those  who  so  received  can  appreciate,  and 
their  numbers  were  amazingly  large.  Mr.  Birdseye 
was,  in  his  political  views,  first  a  Whig,  then  a 
4  Republican. 

On  July  25,  1S39,  Mr.  Birdseye  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Ann,  born  June  5,  18 19,  daughter  of 
Alfred  and  Ruth  (Beardsley)  Shelton,  of  Hunting- 
ton. Mrs.  Birdseye  died  Xov.  4,  1871.  To  this  cou- 
ple were  born  children  as  follows : 

(i)  Thomas  Sheltox  Birdseye,  born  Oct.  11, 
1840,  in  Huntington,  Conn.,  received  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  Derby.  The  same  general,  and  many 
of  the  special,  traits  of  the  father  appear  in  the 
character  of  his  only  son.  The  latter  entered  the 
Birmingham  postoffice  and  served  as  assistant  for 
eight  years,  and  later  acted  as  assistant  town  clerk 
during  his  father's  incumbency.  After  the  death  of 
his  father,  in  1880,  he  was  chosen  his  successor  as 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Derby  Savings  Bank, 
a  position  he  fills  with  all  the  efficiency,  fidelity  and 
popularity  of  his  honored  predecessor.  Cautious, 
-wise,  faithful,  loving,  he  has  succeeded  to  all  the 
respect  and  esteem  in  society  which  his  father 
held.  The  widow,  the  orphan  and  the  aged  all  trust 
him  and  seek  his  counsel  and  his  friendly  service, 
and  advice  is  given  willingly  and  gratuitously  to 
all.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  a  man  of  such  char- 
acter is  held  in  high  esteem  and  loving  respect. 

Mr.  Birdseye  married  ^liss  ]\Iary  A.,  daughter 
of  William  and  Eleanor  Smith,  of  Birmingham, 
Conn.  Their  children  are :  Bessie  Rebecca,  Henry 
Shelton,  Eleanor  Louise  and  ^lary  Anna.  Henry 
Shelton  Birdseye  is  the  efficient  teller  in  the  Derby 
Savings  Bank. 

(2)  Mary  Louise  Birdseye  resides  at  the  Birds- 
eye  homestead  in  Derby.  She  has  been  interested 
in  the  genealogy  of  the  Birdseye  family,  and  as  a 
diversion  has  done  considerable  work  in  that  line. 
She  is  interested  in  historical  matters  pertaining  to 
the  town,  county  and  State,  and  is  now  registrar 
of  the  Derby  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Amer- 
ican Revolution,  of  which  she  is  an  active  member. 

ELAM  JASON  DICKERMAN,  leading  mer- 
chant and  progressive  citizen  of  ^It.  Carmel,  town 
of  Hamden,  is  a  native  of  that  village,  born  Aug.  i, 
1845,  3-  son  of  Orin  and  Betsey  (Goodyear)  Dicker- 
man.     He  comes  of  a  stalwart  New  England  family. 

(I)  Thomas  Dickerman,  the  first  of  the  name  in 
America,  and  supposed  to  have  been  a  native  of 
England,  came  to  Dorchester,  ]Mass.,  about  1635-36, 
and  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  there,  dying  June  11, 
1657.  His  widow  (Ellen)  married  John  Bullard, 
and  they  went  to  JMedfield,  ^ilags.,  July  14,  1663. 
The  cliildren  born  to  Thomas  Dickerman  were : 
(i)  Thomas,  born  1623,  died  September,  1691. 
(2)  Abraham,  a  sketch  of  whom  follou'S.  (3) 
Isaac,  born  December,  1637.  (4)  John,  baptized 
Oct.  26,  1644,  died  young. 

(II)  Abraham  Dickerman  (son  of  Thomas, 
above)  was  born  in  1634,  and  was  a  year  old  when 


taken  by  his  parents  to  Dorchester,  Mass.,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood.  From  Dorchester  he  removed 
to  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  there  spent  the  balance  of 
his  life,  dying  Nov.  2,  171 1.  He  held  several  public 
offices,  and  was  one  of  the  Colony's  most  respected 
citizens.  He  married,  Jan.  2,  1653,  2\Iary  (Cooper), 
born  1636,  in  New  Haven,  and  died  Jan.  4,  1705,  a 
daughter  of  John  Cooper.  Children  as  follows  were 
born  to  them:  (i)  Mary,  born  May  i,  1659,  mar- 
ried Samuel  Bassett.  (2)  Sarah,  born  July  25, 
1663,  married  Nathaniel  Sperry.  (3)  Hannah, 
born  ^larch  16,  1665,  married  Caleb  Chidsey.  (4) 
Ruth,  born  April  5,  1668,  married  Nathaniel  Brad- 
ley. (5)  Abigail,  born  Sept.  26,  1670,  married 
Ebenezer  Sperry.  (6)  Abraham,  born  Jan.  14, 
1673,  married  (first)  Elizabeth  Glover,  and  (sec- 
ond) Susanna  Hotchkiss.  (7)  Isaac,  sketch  of 
whom  follows.  (8)  Rebecca,  born  Feb.  27,  1679, 
married  Isaac  Foote. 

(Ill)  Isaac  Dickerman  (son  of  Abraham),  born 
Nov.  7,  1677,  in  New  Haven,  was  a  prominent  and 
intluential  citizen,  holding  many  public  offices.  He 
died  there  Sept.  7,  1758.  On  June  30,  1709,  he  mar- 
ried (first)  Mary  Atwater,  born  Dec.  31,  1686,  a 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Ruth  (Peck)  Atwater, 
and  granddaughter  of  David  iVtwater.  He  married 
(second)  Elizabeth  Ailing,  born  November,  1691, 
and  died  April,  1767,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Sarah  (Chidsey)  Ailing,  and  a  granddaughter  of 
John  Morris.  Children  born  to  Isaac  Dickernmn : 
(I)  Isaac,  born  iNIarch  31,  1711,  died  young.  (2) 
Samuel,  born  Jan.  12,  1712,  died  young.  (3)  Ruth, 
born  Dec.  13,  1713,  married  Eliakim  Hall.  (4) 
Isaac,  born  Jan.  31,  17 14,  graduated  from  Yale,  in 
1736,  with  degree  of  M.  A.,  and  died  in  1740.(5) 
Samuel,  sketch  of  whom  follows.  (6)  Jonathan, 
born  July  4,  1719,  married  (first)  Rebecca  Bassett, 
(second)  Hannah  Leavenworth  ^loss,  and  (third) 
Deborah  Todd. 

{IV)  Samuel  Dickerman  (son  of  Isaac),  born 
March  4,  J  7 16,  removed  from  New  Haven  to  Mt. 
Carmel,  becoming  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  town 
of  Hamden,  and  owning  a  large  tract  of  land,  where- 
by he  was  one  of  the  most  extensive  farmers  in  the 
town;  he  died  in  ^It.  Carmel  Alay  10,  1760.  Sam- 
uel Dickerman  married,  Dec.  6,  1739,  Alary  Ailing, 
born  Dec.  28,  1717,  and  died  Dec.  5,  1802,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Jonathan  and  Sarah  (  Sackett)  Ailing.  Chil- 
dren :  (i)  Isaac,  born  Sept.  16,  1740,  married 
Sybil  Sperry.  (2)  Sarah,  born  Dec.  29,  1741,  mar- 
ried Joel  ]NIunson.  (3)  Mary,  born  April  2,  1743, 
died  Dec.  20,  1S17,  married  Feb.  12,  1767,  Phineas 
Castle.  (4)  Samuel,  born  April  20,  1745,  married 
Lowly  Pardee.  (5)  James,  born  June  24,  1747, 
married  Lois  Bradley.  (6)  Rhoda.  born  Nov.  24, 
1748,  married  Sept.  9,  1778,  Medad  Atwater.  (7) 
Chauncey,  born  Sept.  28,  1750,  married  (first)  Re- 
becca Bradley,  and  (second)  Hannah  Gill.  (8) 
Jesse,  a  sketch  of  whom  follows.  (9)  Ruth,  born 
^Nlarch  9,  1754, and  died  Oct.  2,  1840, married  Samuel 
Atwater.     -(lo)  Susannah,  born  Feb.  I,  1756,  mar- 
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riccl  Wait  Chattcrson.        (11)   Lucy,  born  June  i, 
1759,  married  Jesse  Tuttle. 

(\)  Jesso  Dickernian  (^son  of  Samuel)  was  born 
[unc  l<>,  175-,  ^t  i\It.  Carmel,  where  he  was  all  his 
life  ciiL;a','^cd  in  farming,  dying  there  May  22,  1 82 1, 
and  was  buried  in  Alt.  Carmel  cemetery.  He  was 
a  deacon  in  the  Baptist  Church  formed  at  West- 
wood,  New  Haven  county,  and  he  willed  $100  to 
the  Church,  the  interest  on  which  was  to  go  toward 
employing  a  minister.  By  his  wife,  Damaris  (Ives), 
born  Dec.  25,  1754,  and  died  Jan.  11,  1839,  a  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Sarah  (Tuttle)  Ives,  he  had  chil- 
dren: (i)  Betsey,  born  Sept.  29,  1778,  died  un- 
married Jan.  10,  1840.  (2)  Elam,  sketch  of  whom 
follows.  (3)  Russell,  born  17S9,  died  Alarch  10, 
1790.  (4)  Cephas,  born  July  26,  1793,  died  Sept. 
18,  1796. 

(VI)  Elam  Dickerman,  son  of  Jesse,  was  born 
March  21,  1782,  and  died  July  i,  1825.  He  mar- 
ried Charlotte  Cook,  born  in  1785,  and  died  Alarch 
10,  i860,  a  daughter  of  Cornelius  Brooks  and  Louisa 
(Hotchkiss)  Cook.  Their  children:  (i)  Russell, 
born  March  i,  1804,  died  April  3,  1874;  (2)  Laura, 
born  Aug.  27,  1810,  and  died  April  3,  1874,  married 
February,  1827,  Willis  Perkins,  born  July  17,  1805; 
and  (3)  Orrin,  a  sketch  of  whom  follows. 

(VII)  Orrin  Dickerman  (son  of  Elam  and  the 
father  of  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch)  was 
born  Aug.  10,  1816,  in  Alt.  Carmel,  and  educated  at 
the  public  schools  of  the  town  of  Haniden.  For  his 
life  vocation  he  followed  farming,  and  was  also  en- 
gaged in  the  butchering  business,  as  well  as  in  stock 
dealing.  He  bought  the  old  Dickerman  homestead, 
and  died  there  June  24,  1893.  In  church  matters  he 
was  liberal,  in  politics,  first  a  Whig,  later  a  Repub- 
lican, and  he  was  an  honest,  upright,  loyal  citizen, 
highly  respected  by  all.  In  1838  he  married  Betsey 
Goodyear,  born  Jan.  8,  1816,  and  died  Nov.  15,  1891, 
in  Alt.  Carmel,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Lucy 
(Candee)  Goodyear.  Children  by  this  union: 
Cynthia  Goodyear,  born  Sept.  21,  1842,  married  H. 
W.  Collett ;  Elam  Jason,  a  sketch  of  whom  follows ; 
Chloe  Atwater,  born  Aug.  19,  1848,  married  Alarch 
14,  1867,  Joel  Augur  Allen,  of  Wallingford,  Conn. ; 
Lucy  Elizabeth,  born  Aug.  13,  1859,  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Hamden,  where 
she  is  much  beloved  and  respected. 

I  (VIII)   Elam  Jason  Dickerman  (son  of  Orrin, 

and  the  subject  of  these  lines)  received  his  education 
\  in  the  district  schools  of  the  town  of  Hamden,  and 
i  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm.  When  a  young  man 
he  worked  in  the  Alt.  Carmel  axle  shop,  and  then 
removed  to  Norfolk,  Conn.,  where  he  spent  a  few 
week's  in  an  axle  shop  there.  He  then  found  em- 
ployment with  Alessrs.  Ives,  \\'oodrufif  Co.,  at  Alt. 
Carmel,  later  in  the  axle  shops,  after  which  he  was 
engaged  with  his  father  in  the  butchering  and  cat- 
tle-droving business.  In  1874  he  was  appointed 
railroad  ac;cnt  at  Alt.  Carmel,  a  position  he  held  witii 
eminent  satisfaction  to  all  for  some  seven  years,  and 
then   embarked   in   his   present   general   mercantile 


business  in  which  he  has  met  with  gratifying  success. 
Since  1896  he  has  been  located  at  Andrew's  Ilall, 
where  he  keeps  a  full  supply  of  general  merchandise, 
and  where,  by  strict  attention  to  business,  he  has 
built  up  a  profitable  trade. 

On  Dec.  27,  1876,  Elam  J.  Dickerman  married 
Emma  Miller,  who  was  born  Oct.  13,  1845,  ^^  Avon, 
Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Edward  Aliller,  of  that  place, 
and  one  child,  Orrin  Aliller,  was  born  to  them  July 
4,  1882 ;  he  is  employed  on  the  railroad.  The 
mother  died  July  20,  1888,  and  Air.  Dickerman  for 
his  second  wife  married,  June  12,  1889,  Susan  L. 
Smith,  born  June  25,  1846,  a  daughter  of  Garrett 
and  Ruth  A.  Smith,  of  Alilford,  Connecticut. 

In  religious  faith  Air.  Dickerman  is  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  was  assistant  super- 
intendent of  the  Sabbath-school.  Socially,  he  is  not 
affiliated  with  any  society,  except  the  Alt.  Carmel 
Ecclesiastical  Society.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re- 
publican. 

GEORGE  AIILES  GRANT,  for  many  years 
one  of  the  leading  mason  builders  of  New  Haven, 
was  born  in  that  city  Jan.  18,  1834,  and  his  father, 
William  Grant,  was  also  a  native  of  New  Haven. 
William  Grant  was  one  of  the  first  regular  police- 
men in  the  city,  and  was  on  the  force  altogether 
thirty-five  years,  being  at  the  time  of  his  death  the 
oldest  officer  in  service.  He  died  in  September, 
1873,  at  the  age  of  seventy.  Air.  Grant  was  a  man 
of  irreproachable  character,  faithful  in  the  dis- 
charge of  every  duty.  He  married  Alartha  Allies, 
a  native  of  Alilford,  and  they  had  a  large  family,  all 
now  deceased. 

George  Al.  Grant  has  always  made  his  home  in 
New  Haven.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  and  the  Lancasterian  school,  and 
learned  the  trade  of  mason,  which  he  followed  all 
his  life,  first  as  a  journeyman,  and  from  1871  until 
his  death  as  a  contractor.  In  the  year  mentioned  he 
was  taken  into  the  firm  of  Perkins,  Chatfield  & 
Co.,  which  in  1875,  by  the  retirement  of  Air.  Per- 
kins, became  the  firm  of  Chatfield  &:  Grant.  They 
dissolved  in  18S6,  owing  to  Philo  Chatfield's  retire- 
ment on  account  of  ill  health,  and  Air.  Grant  contin- 
ued the  business  until  1894,  when  a  joint  stock  com- 
pany was  formed  consisting  of  Air.  Grant,  W.  F. 
Gillette  (who  had  previously  been  foreman)  and 
Frederick  Chatfield  (who  had  been  connected  with 
the  business  for  many  years).  This  comprises  the 
history  of  Air.  Grant's  association  with  his  noted 
New  Haven  firm,  which  has  erected  a  great  number 
of  the  principal  buildings  in  the  city. 

George  AI.  Grant  was  for  seventeen  years  senior 
warden  of  St.  John's  P.  E.  Church,  but  on  the 
removal  of  St.  John's  Church  to  its  nev/  edifice,  on 
Orange  street,  he  joined  St.  Paul's  Church,  it  being 
nearer  to  his  residence.  He  was  a  member  of 
Hiram  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  the  Knights  of 
Honor,  and  w^as  for  many  years  president  of  the 
old  Jeffersonian   Club  of  the  city.       He  also  be- 
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longed  to  the  Xcw  Haven  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
and  the  New  Haven  Historical  Society.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  was  a  member  of  Xew  Haven's 
board  of  ])ublic  works,  and  Jie  also  served  some  time 
as  a  member  of  the  city's  board  of  health.  He  was 
a  director  of  the  Connecticnt  Savings  Bank  and  of 
the  Evergreen  Cemetery  Association.  He  always 
took  an  interest  in  the  famous  local  institution  of 
learning  which  he  attended  for  several  years,  the 
Lancasterian  school,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Lan- 
casterian  School  Association.  Mr.  Grant  was  first 
stricken  with  paralysis  about  two  years  before  his 
death,  but  recovered  and  resumed  business.  He 
had  a  slight  shock  in  December,  1900,  and  the  third 
proved  fatal.  He  died  at  his  home  in  Lyon  street 
Feb.  3,  1901,  leaving  a  widow  and  one  adopted  child, 
Mrs.  Minnie  E.  Riddel,  of  Redlands,  Cal.  Mr. 
Grant  was  interested  in  orange  groves  in  Redlands, 
and  one  of  his  chief  diversions  in  his  later  years  was 
to  visit  California  in  the  winter;  he  had  made  a  trip 
there  annually  for  the  last  eight  or  nine  years. 

Mr.  Grant  was  twice  married,  first  to  Miss  Julia 
M.  Freeman,  of  Xew  Haven,  who  died  alx)ut  twen- 
ty-five years  ago.  For  his  second  wife  he  married, 
in  1879,  ^irs.  Jane  P.  Judson,  widow  of  Jerome  T. 
Judson,  and  daughter  of  the  late  Alexander  Hall, 
Esq.,  of  X'ewtown,  Conn.  ]Mr.  Grant  was  a  man 
of  much  public  spirit,  keenly  interested  in  all  na- 
tional and  local  events  of  the  day,  and  gave  freely 
of  his  time  and  attention  to  the  faithful  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  the  various  public  positions  which 
he  had  occupied.  He  was  a  kind  husband  and  fa- 
ther, benevolent  in  disposition,  and  a  citizen  whose 
death  was  indeed  a  loss  to  Xew  Haven.  The  late 
Dr.  Noah  Porter  once  spoke  of  him  as  "radically 
honest,"  and  it  was  a  fair  index  of  the  sterling  char- 
acter of  the  man. 

FRANKLIN  L.  CURTISS,  one  of  the  older 
and  more  prominent  citizens  and  business  men  of 
"Waterbury,  was  born  in  Southbury,  Conn.,  Jan.  19, 
1835,  a  son  of  Simeon  Curtiss,  Jr.,  who  was  born 
in  the  same  place  in  1808,  and  died  in  Waterbury  at 
the  age  of  eighty-seven.  Simeon  Curtiss,  Sr.,  the 
father  of  Simeon,  Jr.,  was  born  at  Southbury  in 
1768,  and  it  is  said  that  the  first  Curtiss  who  set- 
tled here  got  this  land  from  the  Indians.  The  Cur- 
tiss homestead  was  four  miles  from  the  Center,  and 
the  various  generations  of  the  family  who  have  oc- 
cupied this  farm  have  been  prominent  and  re- 
spectable people.  The  first  representative  of  the 
Curtiss  family  in  this  country  came  from  England 
in  1644  and  settled  at  Old  Stratford.  Connecticut. 

Simeon  Curtiss,  Sr..  married  Miss  'Sla.vy  Brad- 
ley, of  Hamdcn,  and  settled  on  the  farm  where  they 
reared  a  family  of  six  children :  Erastus,  Reuben, 
Jason,  William,  Mary  Ann  and  Simeon,  Jr.  Of 
these,  Erastus  was  a  physician,  and  received  his 
medical  education  in  Yale ;  he  located  at  Coopers- 
town,  N.  Y.,  where  he  practiced  for  about  thirty 
years.     Reuben  B.  was  a  farmer  and  kept  a  select 


school  for  boys ;  he  was  a  deacon  in  a  church  at 
Oxford,  Conn.  Jason  was  a  farmer  and  served  as 
a  deacon  of  the  church  in  Southbury.  William  was 
a  farmer  in  Middlebury,  Conn.,  where  he  died. 
Mary  Ann  married  Josiah  Hine,  a  farmer,  who  was 
very  prominent,  being  first  selectman  many  years 
in  Middlebury,  Conn.  All  the  sons  of  Simeon  Cur- 
tiss lived  to  be  more  than  eighty-five  years  old,  as 
did  Simeon  and  his  wife.  He  was  a  man  of  re- 
markable physical  development,  standing  six  feet 
two  inches  in  his  stockings,  and  finely  proportioned ; 
he  never  had  a  doctor,  and  never  was  sick  a  day  in 
his  active  life. 

Simeon  Curtiss,  Jr.,  the  father  of  Franklin  L.,. 
was  a  life-long  farmer.  He  married  Miss  Hannah 
Bronson,  who  was  born  in  Waterbury,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  three  children:  Josiah,  Frank- 
lin L.  and  Hannah  J.  Josiah  died  in  Middlebury, 
Conn.,  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years ;  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  business  in  Waterbury  and  in 
Bridgeport.  Hannah  J.  married  Edward  D.  Tuttle, 
who  w^as  for  years  connected  with  the  Scovill  Man- 
ufacturing Co.,  later  moving  to  Kenosha,  Wis.,, 
where  he  was  a  quarter  owner  in  the  Chicago  Brass 
Co. ;  he  died  in  that  city  in  1894,  two  years  after 
the  death  of  his  wife.  Simeon  Curtiss,  Jr.,  was  a 
Whig  and  a  Republican.  In  religion  they  were  Con- 
gregationalists. 

FVanklin  L.  Curtiss  spent  his  boyhood  days  on 
the  farm  in  Southbury,  Conn., where  he  attended  dis- 
trict school,  and  for  two  years  was  a  student  in  the- 
school  of  his  uncle  at  Southbury.  In  185 1  he  came 
to  Waterbury  and  attended  the  high  school  a  year 
and  then  taught  school  in  Watertown  in  the  winter 
of  185 1  and  1852.  The  next  year  he  was  a  clerk  in 
the  postoftice  at  Waterbury,  and  in  1853,  when  the 
Citizens'  Bank  of  Waterbury  was  opened  by  Fred- 
erick J.  Kingsbury  and  Abram  Ives,  Mr.  Curtiss 
entered  as  one  of  the  operating  force,  and  has  been 
with  the  bank  to  the  present  time.  He  has  been 
cashier  since  1865,  and  has  been  assistant  treasurer 
of  the  savings  bank  many  years. 

On  Sept.  28,  1858,  Air.  Curtiss  married  Miss- 
Mary  Louise  Hine,  who  was  born  iu  Xaugatuck, 
Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Richard  Hine.  Three  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  union:  Henry  X'.,  Howard 
and  Edith  L.  Henry  N.,  who  was  in  the  bank  about 
fifteen  years,  is  now  deceased.  Howard,  who  was 
with  the  Waterbury  Brass  Co.  many  years,  is  now 
connected  with  the  American  Brass  Co ;  Edith  L., 
the  only  daughter,  married  Dr.  John  R.  Poore,  a 
resident  physician  in  Waterbury.  Mr.  Curtiss  is  a 
Republican,  but  in  local  affairs  gives  his  vote  to 
the  best  men  regardless  of  party  affiliation.  In 
Masonry  he  has  risen  to  the  Commandery  Degree, 
and  is  a  Mystic  Shriner.  In  1859  he  united  with 
the  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  to-day  one  of  its  ac- 
tive workers.  For  twenty  years  he  has  been  the 
treasurer  of  the  iiarish.  and  is  one  of  the  active  con- 
tributors to  all  religious  enterprises  in  the  commun- 
ity.   Mr.  Curtiss  has  been  president  of  the  ^latthevv 
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-&  Willard  Manufacturing  Co.  for  twelve  years,  and 
Jias  settled  some  of  the  largest  estates  in  Waterbury. 
His  ward  has  selected  him  as  its  representative  in 
the  city  council.  He  is  a  large-hearted  gentleman, 
who  is  active  in  helping  everybody  along,  and  sus- 
tains tlie  respect  of  the  community. 

JOHN  ROBIXSOX  POORE,  AI.  D.,  was  born 
in  Roxbury,  Mass.,  near  Boston,  June  3,  1864,  and 
comes  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  Xew  England. 
The  past  representatives  of  the  Poore  family  in 
America  came  from  England  in  1628,  and  settled  in 
Ipswich.  Alass.  Of  these,  there  were  four  brothers 
and  one  sister.  At  first  they  were  farmers,  but 
eventually  branched  out  into  mercantile  life.  Five 
Poore  brothers  took  part  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
iighting  together  in  the  patriot  ranks  at  the  battle 
of  Lexington,  March  iq,  1775. 

John  A.  Poore,  the  father  of  Dr.  John  R.,  was 
torn  in  what  was  then  called  Danversport,  Mass., 
Sept.  10,  1843,  a  son  of  John  R.,  and  a  grandson  of 
Enoch,  of  that  settlement.  He  became  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Stickney  &  Poore,  well  known 
throughout  Xew  England.  Air.  Poore  married  Har- 
riet P.  Low,  who  was  born  in  the-city  of  Xew  York, 
June  23,  1845,  ^  daughter  of  Ariel  Low,  a  native  of 
Essex,  Mass.  They  became  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren :  Dr.  John  Robinson ;  Ariel  Low,  who  is  en- 
_gaged  in  the  paper  business  at  Boston ;  Edward 
Waldron,  in  the  U.  S.  navy,  and  assigned  to  the 
new  battleship  "Kentucky" ;  Alice  Adelaide,  who 
married  George  Sargent,  an  electrical  contractor ; 
■George  Wilbur,  wdio  died  in  infancy ;  and  Augustus 
5prague,  who  was  drowned  in  Ipswich  Bay.  Mass.. 
in  1896,  at  the  age  of  fourteen.  \lr.  Poore  has  been 
a  Democrat  all  his  life.  In  religious  belief,  he  clings 
to  the  faith  of  the  Established  Church  of  England. 

John  Robinson  Poore  spent  his  boyhood  days  in 
Somerville,  Mass.,  and  in  Chicago,  where  he  at- 
tended school.  In  1869  he  came  back  to  Somer- 
■yille  and  continued  his  schooling,  and  was  also  a 
pupil  of  Dr.  Hixon,  at  "Eagles  X'est,"  Xewbury- 
port,  Mass.,  where  he  remained  two  years.  In 
!March,  1877,  he  went  into  the  business  world  as 
a  clerk  in  the  coffee  and  spice  house  of  Dwinell 
Hayward  &  Co.,  in  Boston,  and  continued  with  this 
concern  until  1891,  with  the  exception  of  two  years 
Avhich  he  spent  on  his  grandfather's  ranch  in  the 
"West.  From  1882  to  1889  he  made  his  headquar- 
ters at  Detroit,  Mich.,  selling  coiTees,  spices  and 
similar  goods  for  his  house  throughout  that  sec- 
tion of  the  country.  In  1891  Mr.  Poore  entered 
Harvard  Aledical  School  and  was  graduated  in 
1894.  He  had  an  excellent  opportunity  for  special 
practice  as  resident  physician  in  the  Boston  Lying- 
in  Hospital,  where  he  was  engaged  for  some  months 
before  his  graduation.  As  a  medical  attendant  upon 
^  wealthy  patient  he  spent  the  year  after  gradua- 
tion in  traveling  through  the  South.  Dr.  Poore 
•came  to  Waterbury  in  1895  ^^'^'^  opened  an  office 
for  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  this  city.    His 


medical  skill  and  professional  character  commanded 
quick  recognition,  and  he  has  come  into  a  very  flat- 
tering practice ;  and  he  is  surgeon  of  the  police  and 
fire  departments. 

On  Oct.  18,  1898,  Dr.  Poore  wedded  Aliss  Edith 
L.  Curtiss,  who  was  born  in  Waterbury,  daughter 
of  Franklin  L.  Curtiss,  cashier  of  the  Citizens'  Bank 
of  Waterbury.  To  this  union  there  is  one  son — 
Franklin  Curtiss  Poore,  born  Xov.  25,  1900.  Dr. 
Poore  is  a  Republican.  He  belongs  to  the  Nosa- 
hogan  Lodge,  Xo.  21,  I.  O.  O.  F".,  and  the  Har- 
vard Medical  Association.  At  the  present  time  he 
is  the  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Waterbury 
^Medical  Association.  In  the  State  Medical  Associa- 
tion and  in  the  American  Medical  Association  he 
is  an  active  member 
the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution. 


Tile  Doctor  also  belongs  to 


HOBART  \'.  WELTOX.  The  Welton  family 
has  been  settled  in  Connecticut  for  more  than  two 
centuries,  and  during  that  long  period  its  representa- 
tives have,  in  every  generation,  been  men  of  char- 
acter and  standing  in  the  community.  John  Welton 
and  his 'wife,  Mary  Upson,  came  from  England 
about  1667,  and  two  years  later  settled  in  Water- 
bury, Conn.  They  were  parents  of  the  following 
children :  Abigail,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  John,  Stephen, 
Richard  (the  great-great-grandfather  of  Hobart  V. 
Welton),  Hannah,  Thomas,  George  and  Elsie. 

Richard  Welton  married  and  reared  the  follow- 
ing children  :  Richard,  John,  Alary,  Thomas,  Kesiah, 
Martha.  Stephen,  Eliakim  ( the  great-grandfather  of 
H.  V.  Welton),  Eda  and  Tabitha. 

Eliakim  Welton  married  and  became  the  father 
of  the  following  family:  Eliakim,  Eunice,  Avis, 
Richard,  Eli,  Aloses,  Aaron,  Benoni  and  Benjamin. 

Richard  Welton,  the  grandfather  of  Hobart  V., 
married,  and  in  his  family  were  the  following  chil- 
dren:  X'oah,  Richard,  Richard  (2),  Margaret. 
Thomas,  Lydia,  Hannah,  Joseph  D.  (the  father  of 
Hobart  V.  Welton),  and  Bella. 

Joseph  D.  Welton  married  Miss  Tomlinson,  and 
to  their  union  were  born  four  children,  namely: 
Julia  M.,  Hobart  V.,  Joseph  and  Henry  D. 

Hobart  V.  Welton  was  lx)rn  in  Woodbury, 
Litchfield  Co..  Conn.,  and  came  with  his  parents  to 
Waterbury,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  A.  Richards,  native  of  Vermont,  and  they 
-became  the  parents  of  four  children:  Edward  D., 
Sarah  C,  Harriet  A.  and  Hob.\rt  L.  Edward  is  a 
tool  maker,  and  is  now  leading  a  retired  life  in 
Waterbury ;  Sarah  C.  is  Airs.  D.  W.  Pierpont,  of 
Cheshire,  Conn. ;  Harriet  married  George  Laub,  of 
Waterbury,  and  died  in  1875  J  '^"•^  Hobart  L.  lives  in 
Waterbury. 

Hobart  \^.  Welton  was  a  man  of  far  more  than 
the  ordinarv  endowment  of  brain  and  character,  and 
held  through  his  long  life  the  unshaken  respect  and 
confidence  of  the  community.  After  his  marriage 
he  located  on  his  fami  near  Wolcott.  A  good  farmer 
and  a  wealthy  man,  he  maintained  his  fine  country 
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residence  beyond  all  possible  criticism.  The  house 
was  built  in  1830,  and  is  a  large, roomy  structure, 
shadowed  by  two  or  three  tall  pines.  The  barn  is 
an  immense  structure  of  granite,  put  up  in  1858, 
and  an  eagle  is  perched  on  the  top  of  the  granite 
facing. 

Mr.  Welton  had  a  gift  for  carving,  and  with 
home  made  tools  effected  some  exquisite  designs  in 
granite  and  marble.  A  curiously  carved  gate  admits 
to  the  premises,  and  its  decorations  all  done  by  Mr. 
Welton,  represent  almost  everything  employed  on 
the  farm  in  his  life.  Within  the  frame  of  the  gate 
are  carved  the  plough,  the  harrow,  the  ox-yoke,  the 
sickle,  and  it  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  things 
to  be  found  in  many  a  day.  Within  the  house  are 
found  many  of  his  carvings  still  preserved,  and  thev 
are  carefully  kept  by  his  son.  Hobart  L.  ]Mr.  Wel- 
ton had  a  remarkable  endowment  of  mechanical  in- 
genuity, and  some  of  his  boyish  carvings  in  wood 
still  remain,  and  are  kept  by  his  son,  who  regards 
them  as  beyond  price. 

Mr.  Welton  once  said,  'Tf  I  were  to  write  my 
own  biography  to  please  myself  only,  I  should  say, 
'With  an  inborn  taste  for  sculpture,  but  obliged  to 
earn  my  own  living  from  early  youth,  I  have  been 
of  some  service  to  society  in  my  day  and  generation. 
Had  I  not  been  placed  vmder  some  such  limitations 
I  might  be  nothing  more  than  a  third-rate  artist.'  " 
Could  there  be  a  sounder  philosophy?  Mr.  Welton 
was  a  Republican,  and  served  in  the  General  As- 
sembly in  1852  and  1853.  He  was  a  regular  at- 
tendant at  St.  John's  Church.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Waterbury  Brass  Company,  and 
one  of  its  early  directors.  He  was  employed  by  the 
mill  owners  on  the  ^lad  river,  to  erect  a  system  of 
water  reservoirs,  which  proved  to  be  a  long  and 
tedious  task,  occupying  several  years.  Mr.  Welton 
died  in  1875,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three,  and  his 
wife  died  in  September,  1873. 

DAVID  ATWATER  TYLER,  ^I.  D.,  by  Ste- 
phen G.  Hubbard.  M.  D.,  Xew  Haven. — The  mem- 
bers of  the  profession  who  distinguish  themselves 
"by  brilliant  discoveries,  which  confer  upon  mankind 
great  benefits,  and  make  their  names  widely  known, 
are  extremely  few  compared  with  the  multitude  of 
educated,  skillful  practitioners  who  give  character 
and  tone  to  the  profession,  and  win  for  it  the  respect- 
ful homage  of  every  community.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  one  of  these ;  and  he  illustrated  in 
bis  Hfe  and  character  many  of  those  sterling  quali- 
ties which  all  men  admire,  and  which,  in  the  physi- 
cian, endear  him  to  those  who  are  profited  by,  and 
can  appreciate,  his  self-denying  ministrations. 

Dr.  Tyler  was  born  in  Xorthford,  Nov.  10,  1818. 
Unfitted  by  a  natural  delicacv  of  constitution  for  the 
laborious  occupations  of  the  farm,  and  being  strong- 
ly inclined  to  literary  pursuits,  he  learned  the  trade 
of  a  printer  as  a  means  of  eaining  the  necessarv 
funds  for  acquiring  a  liberal  education.  He  was 
so  far  successful  in  this,  that  in  Bacon  Academy  at 


Colchester,  he  qualified  himself  to  enter  the  Sopho- 
;  more  class  in  Yale  College;  but  the  indoor  life  of 
i  an  academic  student  proved  so  unfavorable  to  his 
,  already  feeble  health  that,  by  the  advice  of  instruc- 
,  tors  and  friends,  he  reluctantly  abandoned  all  hope 
!  of  obtaining  a  collegiate  education,  and  entered  him- 
self as  a  student  of  medicine  in  the  office  of  the  late 
Dr.  N.  B.  Ives. 
''         He  was  a  favorite  pupil  with  Dr.  Ives,  and  re- 
ceived from  him  many  evidences  of  esteem  in  un- 
usual facilities  for  seeing  ])ractice,  and  for  treating- 
by  himself  considerable  numbers  of  patients.     He 
enjoyed,  also,  the  atlvantage  of  didactic  lectures  and 
office  instruction  from  the  late  Dr.  Eli  Ives,  at  that 
time  the  professor  of  practical  medicine  at   Yale. 
Those  who  knew  personally,  or  by  reputation,  those 
gentlemen,  father  and  son,  will  not  be  surprised  to- 
learn  that,   while  Tyler  became,  under  instructors, 
thoroughly  trained  in  all  the  elements  of  medical 
science  then  taught,  he  became  also  an  expert  and 
I  enthusiastic     botanist,    and     acquired     an     intimate 
familiarity  with  our  indigenous  materia  medica ;  or 
'  that  he  used  this  class  of  remedies,  as  well  as  all 
others,  in  after  years,  with  remarkable  skill  and  suc-j 
cess.  On  receiving,  in  1844,  the  degree  of  the  doctor- 
ate, he  read  as  his  inaugural  thesis,  a  "Dissertation  ' 
on  the  Helianthemum  Canadense  et  Corj-mbosum'" 
(Frost  weed,  or  Rock  rose),  which  received  from 
the  profession  unexpected  attention. 

The  botanical  description  of  these  plants  corre- 
:  sponded  of  course,  with  that  given  by  the  accepted 
authorities,  but  in  describing  at  length  the  medic- 
'  inal  properties  and  therapeutic  value  of  these  two 
helianthems  (speaking  of  them  as  one),  he  brought 
out,  for  the  first  time  almost,  an  array  of  facts  until 
then  not  generally  known.     Practically,  he  re-intro- 
duced the  plant  to  the  profession,  not  as  a  substitute 
\  for  any  other  remedy,  but  as  entitled  to  a  distinct 
I  place  by  itself,  as  a  deobstruent  of  great  power  in 
}  scrofula,   in  all  its  various  manifestations  as  well 
as  in  secondary  and  tertiary  syphilis.     He  supported 
its  claims  to  pre-eminence  as    a  remedy    in    these 
,  classes  of  disease,  by  full  and  detailed  reports  of 
cases  treated  with   it  by  himself  and  others.     He 
sent  a  quantity  of  the  plants  to  Dr.  Isaac  Parrish,. 
of  Philadelphia,  who  used  them  among  his  patients- 
in   Wills'   Hospital    with   very   satisfactory   results. 
The  first  public  notice  of  the  frost  weed  is  to  be 
found  in  "United  States  Dispensatory,"  edition  of 
1849,  i"  which  Dr.  Parrish  gives  concurrent  testi- 
mony in  its  favor,  and  quotes  from  the  dissertation, 
which  by  the  advice  of  medical  friends,  was  pub- 
lished in  the  same  year. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation.  Dr.  Tyler  be- 
gan practice  in  this  city,  where  he  continued  to  re- 
,  side  until  compelled  by  protracted  illness  to  with- 
draw himself  from  active  business.  He  suffered  on 
many  occasions  from  pulmonary  hemorrhage,  but 
continued  faithfully  to  attend  upon  his  patients 
year  after  vear,  under  a  load  of  painful  and  de- 
1  pressing  disabilities  such  as  I  have  seldom  witnessed- 


J  1  ■■*.-■  It      #  '  -■  tf     J.'.s  i 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


567 


His  love  for  botanical  science  kept  him  much  in  the 
open  air,  and  to  this  he  attributed  his  prolonged 
life  and  the  small  modicum  of  health  he  enjoyed. 
'I'lure  iiave  been  within  the  writer's  knowledge  sev- 
eral instances  of  persons  who  consulted  him  for  the 
relief  of  symptoms  of  incipient  tuberculosis,  and 
whom  he  induced  to  begin  the  practical  study  of 
botany,  himself  giving  them  their  first  lessons  in 
tile  field.  The  result  in  each  case  was  a  restoration 
to  a  comfortable  degree  of  health  while  field  work 
was  continued ;  and  in  one  case  of  pronounced  tu- 
berculosis the  gentleman  lived  for  many  years,  and 
attained  a  degree  of  eminence  as  a  botanist,  whose 
name  was  known  abroad. 

Dr.  Tyler  possessed  a  happy,  cheerful  tempera- 
ment. He  was  endowed  with  power  of  perception, 
discrimination  and  analysis  of  a  high  order,  and  the 
intuitive  sagacity  with  which  his  mind  detected  and 
drew  forth  for  critical  examination  the  controlling 
facts  and  symptoms  of  a  complicated  case  was  re- 
markable;  and  as  might  have  been  predicted  of  him, 
he  developed  early  in  life  as  a  peculiarly  successful 
general  practitioner.  If  he  made  especial  study  of 
anything,  it  was  of  diseases  of  the  lungs,  the  kidneys 
and  the  skin.  He  was  a  man  of  profound  religious 
convictions,  and  as  such  in  his  social  and  profes- 
sional life,  he  squared  his  actions  by  the  principles 
of  the  "Golden  Rule,"  and  thus  it  was  that,  while 
his  feeble  health  and  modest  estimate  of  himself 
kept  him  from  such  prominence  as  his  great  quali- 
ties would  otherwise  have  forced  upon  him,  he  was 
universally  esteemed  as  one  of  the  most  able,  upright 
and  honorable  men  in  the  profession. 

A  wide  and  varied  intelligence,  combined  with 
a  gentle,  assuring  manner  and  exquisite  tact,  ren- 
dered him  a  welcome  visitor  in  every  sick  room,  and 
gained  for  him  the  confidence  and  love  of  all  with 
whom  he -was  brought  in  contact.  He  died  ^larch 
27,  1885. 

AUGUST  YOST,  whose  name  is  familiar  to 
those  acquainted  with  the  business  personnel  of  the 
city  of  jNIeriden  as  one  of  the  thoroughly  success- 
ful and  representative  business  men  of  his  national- 
ity, was  born  in  Xieder  Eschbach,  near  Frankfurt- 
am-Main,  Germany,  April  7,  1844. 

Frederick  Yost,  his  father,  was  a  native  of  the 
same  village,  where  he  lollowed  the  baker's  trade 
and  where  he  married  Katherine  Wehrheim.  They 
became  the  parents  of  ten  children,  and  feeling  the 
need  of  a  better  field  for  the  rearing  of  such  a  fam- 
ily,  they  came  to  the  United  States,  making  the  voy- 
age in  1855  on  the  sailing  vessel  "Julia."  They 
were  forty-two  days  on  the  ocean.  On  reaching 
New  York  they  made  their  way  to  Hartford  county. 
Conn.,  where  the  family  spent  some  months  at  Ware- 
house Point,  and  in  1856  removed  to  Rockville, 
where  the  father  o'otained  employment  in  a  woolen 
mill.  There  he  worked  three  years  and  was  then 
able  to  buy  a  farm  in  the  town  of  \'ernon,  devoting 
himself   to   its   cultivation   verv   successfullv   for  a 


number  of  years.  The  last  years  of  this  honorable 
and  worthy  man  were  spent  in  retirement  from  ac- 
tive labor  in  the  home  of  his  son,  August,  who  cared 
for  him  with  a  loyal  devotion.  He  died  at  the  ripe 
old  age  of  eighty-six  years,  and  was  buried  at  Rock- 
ville. In  politics  he  was  a  Republican.  He  was 
a  very  unassuming,  genuine  man,  of  good  character 
and  sound  principles.  The  following  children  -were 
born  to  Air.  and  Mrs.  Yost:  Katherine,  who 
is  the  widow  of  Abram  Laubscher,  of  Rockville; 
Mary,  who  married  John  Bitzer,  and  died  in  Cali- 
fornia; Rosa,  who  married  Daniel  Sauer  and  after 
his  death  became  the  wife  of  Frederick  Hoy ;  Eliz- 
abeth, wife  of  George  I'uchs ;  ^^lartin ;  Margaret, 
who  married  John  Eonmct,  and  is  deceased  ;  August  ; 
Lizzie,  who  married  Louis  Schreier ;  Frederick,  de- 
ceased ;  and  Flenry,  who  is  a  traveling  man  from 
New  York. 

August  Yost  was  only" eleven  years  of  age  when 
he  was  brought  to  this  country  by  his  parents.  In 
his  German  home  he  had  good  schooling,  but  he 
only  attended  at  Warehouse  Point  a  short  time  when 
the  family  removed  to  Rockville,  where  he  entered 
the  woolen  mills  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years.  He 
had  a  chance  to  attend  school  in  the  early  mornings 
and  late  afternoons.  For  seventeen  years  he  was 
working  in  the  mills,  after  which  he  began  business 
for  himself  as  a  baker  in  New  Britain  in  company 
with  William  Lang,  the  firm  being  Lang  &  Yost. 
Not  long  afterward  i^Ir.  Yost  sold  out  and  in 
1872  came  to  Aleriden,  where  he  again  entered  into 
a  baking  business  with  William  Albrecht.  '\lr. 
Yost  soon  took  the  business  on  his  own  account  and 
continued  in  Liberty  street  until  1875  when  he  re- 
moved to  a  better  location  in  West  ^Nlain  street. 
Here  he  carried  on  a  good  business  for  more  than 
twenty  years.  In  1893  he  built  a  good  brick  block,, 
with  a  brick  bakery  in  the  rear,  the  finest  in  Meri-; 
den,  costing  over  $50,000.  He  owns  a  good  house! 
in  Lindsley  avenue,  and  has  become  one  of  the  most 
substantial  and  reliable  men  of  the  city.  In  1895 
he  retired  from  active  business,  and  his  bakery  in- 
terests and  other  enterprises  have  passed  into  the 
management  of  his  son,  though  our  subject  still  | 
gives  attention  to  his  extensive  real  estate  interests 
in  Meriden. 

During  his  business  career  Mr.  Yost  consist- 
ently declined  to  take  any  political  office,  but  on  his 
retirement  from  business  he  took  a  more  active  in- 
terest in  local  affairs ;  served  five  terms  on  the  board 
of  relief,  and  is  now  filling  his  third  term  as  as- 
sessor. In  religious  matters  he  is  a  believer  in  the 
Golden  Rule,  and  in  politics  is  a  Republican.  ~SIt. 
Yost  belongs  to  the  K.  of  P.,  being  a  member  of 
J.  S.  Stokes  Division.  No.  12,  Uniformed  Rank,  and 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Cosmopolitan  Club  of  Aleri- 
den.  He  is  a  member  of  the  German  School  Asso- 
ciation and  belongs  to  the  Genuan  Aid  Society  at 
Rockville. 

Mr.  Yost  was  married  in  1S65,  in  Rockville,  to 
Agnes  Neadle,  a  native  of  Moessingen,  Wurtem- 
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berg.  Germany,  and  a  daug-hter  of  George  and  Ag- 
nes Xeadlc.  -Mrs.  Yost  is  a  lady  of  much  culture 
and  intelligence  anil  fine  spirit;' and  has  been  a 
great  strength  Id  her  husband  in  his  trials  and  strug- 
gles. To  this  union  were  born :  Frederick  G.,  who 
now  has  charge  of  the  baking  business,  married 
Mary  Miller,  and  they  have  had  two  children.  Stan- 
ley and  one  that  died  in  infancy;  Lizzie 'is  at  home; 
Agnes  married  \V.  C.  Miller,  a  lawyer  of  Meriden ; 
Bertha  and  August  died  young;  Emma  obtained  her 
education  at  the  local  schools  and  the  Meriden  high 
school,  was  graduated  from  the  State  Xormal 
School  in  New  Britain,  Conn.,  and  is  now  a  school 
teacher  at  Bristol;  one  child  died  in  early  infancy. 

HOX.  LEVERETT  AIARSDEX  HUBBARD. 
Many  of  the  Connecticut  Hubbards  of  this  locality 
descended  from  George  Hubbard,  born  in  1601,  and 
probably  in  Southeastern  England.  His  name  ap- 
peared first  in  America  in  1639  '"  ^  I'st  of  earlv  set- 
tlers of  Hartford.  These  settlers  came  overland 
from  the  vicinity  of  Boston  during  the  years  1635 
and  1636,  and  located  in  the  towns  of  Windsor, 
Hartford  and  W'ethersfield,  Conn.,  also  Springfield, 
Mass.  George  Hubbard  married,  in  1640.  Eliza- 
beth Watts,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Elizabeth 
Watts.  He  appears  to  have  removed  with  about 
fifteen  other  families  to  Alattabessett,  so-called  un- 
til 1653,  when  it  became  Middletown-  George  Hub- 
bard and  his  wife  were  buried  in  the  ^Middletown 
Riverside  cemetery.  Among  the  descendants  of 
this  emigrant  ancestor  may  be  mentioned  the  Hon. 
Samuel  Dickinson  Hubbard,  of  ^liddletown.  United 
States  Postmaster  General  under  President  Fill- 
more ;  Paymaster-General  Xehemiah  Hubbard,  of 
the  Revolutionary  war.  and  of  ^liddletown;  and  the 
late  Gov.  Richard  D.  Hubbard,  of  Hartford. 

The  record  of  the  lives  of  successful  men  who 
influence  and  mold  the  events  of  life  by  subduing 
adversity,  and  shaping  toward  their  personal  goal 
each  condition  as  it  confronts  them,  is  always  in- 
teresting and  instructive ;  but  it  becomes  more  so 
when  such  lives  present  in  combined  view  the  ele- 
ments of  material  success  blended  with  the  com- 
pleteness of  moral  attributes  and  the  attractions  of 
an  unblemished  reputation.  Such  characters  stand 
out  as  the  proofs  of  human  progress,  as  illustrations 
of  human  dignity  and  worth,  and  as  beacon  lights  to 
the  generations  which  follow.  The  success  of  such 
men  is  not,  as  some  would  consider,  fortuitous; 
it  is  not  the  result  of  a  chain  of  fortunate  accidents ; 
it  is  the  logical  result  arising  from  the  steady  ap- 
plication of  a  nature  inio  which  are  infused  the 
characteristics  of  a  strong  will,  keen  percqDtion 
and  indomita1)le  energy,  which,  properly  utilized, 
have  made  their  possessor  a  successful  man. 

Leverett  ^^larsden  Hubbard  was  born  April  23, 
1849,  in  Durham,  Conn.,  a  son  of  Rev.  Eli  and 
Georgiana  (Leach)  Hubbard,  the  latter  being  the 
only  daughter  of  L.  W.  Leach   (for  many  years  a 


leading  merchant  of  Durham),  antl  a  sister  of  Hon. 
L.  :\L  Leach  and  Hon.  Oscar  Leach,  of  Middlesex 
county,   Conn.,  both  now  deceased. 

El)er  Hubbard,  grandfather  of  Leverett  ^L, 
was  born  in  Massachusetts,  Aug.  10,  1785.  When 
a  young  man,  and  before  marriage,  he  moved  to 
Martinsburgh,  Lewis  Co.,  X.  Y.,"  then  a  frontier 
region,  where  he  remained  for  many  years  carrvmg 
on  a  considerable  sawmill  business.  Late  in  life  he 
bought  a  farm  near  Alexandria  Bay,  X.  Y.,  in  what 
was  known  as  Flat  Rock,  to  which  he  removed,  and 
on  which  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dymg 
Sept.  22,  1841.  He  was  married  Feb.  3,' 1808,  to 
Al)igail  Rumble,  who  was  born  Ai)ril  28.  1789,  and 
died  June  23,  1S43.  Their  children  were:  (i) 
Eliza,  born  Feb.  14,  1809,  died  in  189 1.  (2)  George, 
bom  July  6,  181 1.  (3)  Eli,  born  Aug.  18,  1813, 
is  mentioned  below.  (4)  Diana,  born  Sept.  14, 
1815.  (5)  Betsey,  born  Oct.  12,  1817.  (6)  Itha- 
more,  born  Dec.  21,  1820.  (7)  Anna  W.,  born 
Feb.  25,  1822.  died  Sept.  24.  1823.  (8)  Anna  W., 
born  Alarch  20,  1824,  died  June  19,  1843.  (9)  Hes- 
ter A.,  born  June  24,  1826.  (  10)  Phcbe,  born  July 
9,  1828.  (II)  ]\Iary,  born  Alay  13.  1831.  (12) 
Eber.  born  Oct.  11,  1833.  married  June  27.  1858, 
Desire  G.  Cole,  born  May  6,  1840,  and  they  had 
children,  as  follows  :  Walter  W.,  born  July  2.  1859 1 
Marshall  E.  born  Dec.  22,  i860;  Charles  F.,  born 
Aug.  27,  1874;  Eber  J.,  born  Aug.  13,  1876;  Edna 
AL,  born  in  the  year  1879,  died  Oct.  10,  1879 ;  Glen 
C.  born  Aug.  16,  1881 ;  and  Allen  AL,  born  Dec.  3, 
1887. 

Rev.  Eli  Hubbard,  father  of  Leverett  AL,  was 
born  in  Martinsburgh.  X.  Y.,  and  died  in  1868.  in 
Macon,  Miss.  He  graduated  from  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity, Middletown,  Conn.,  and  as  an  educator  and 
minister  of  the  Gospel  had  a  long  and  noteworthy 
career  in  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi, 
being  especially  distinguished  for  his  eloquence 
and  power  as  a  preacher.  By  his  first  wife,  Georgi- 
ana (born  Sept.  25.  1825,  and  died  Jan.  2"/,  1852), 
he  had  two  children:  Edward  Melville,  born  Jan. 
12,  1847;  and  Leverett  Marsden.  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  For  his  second  wife  Rev.  Hubbard  mar- 
ried, Aug.  19,  1859,  Cornelia  AL  Aldrich,  of  Ful- 
ton. X.  Y.,  and  to  this  union  was  born  a  daughter, 
Zuilee.  March  26,  1865.  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  T. 
Barker,  of  Wallingford. 

Leverett  M.  Hubbard,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
biographical  sketch,  was  three  years  old  when  his 
mother  died,  and  from  that  time  his  home  was  made 
with  his  maternal  grandfather,  Leverett  W.  Leach, 
alreadv  spoken  of,  in  Durham,  Conn.,  in  the  schools 
of  which  village  he  received  his  earlier  education. 
He  then  entered  Wesleyan  Academy,  at  Wilbra- 
ham,  Mass.,  later  attending  Wesleyan  University, 
at  Middletown,  Conn.,  receiving  from  the  latter 
the  degree  of  AL  A.,  and  among  whose  sons  he  holds 
a  distinguished  place.  His  legal  studies  were  pur- 
sued at  the  Albany  Law  School,  Albany,  X.  Y.,  from 
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vliich  ho  graduated  in  1870:  and  lie  also  pursued  his 
law  stu(Hcs  under  Hon.  Charles  Ives,  of  New  Ha- 
ven, sinee  deceased. 

Jn  August,  1870,  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
Waliingford,  Conn.,  and  commenced  the  practice  of 
liis  chosen  profession,  soon  establishins:  a  reputa- 
ti.iii  at  the  Bar  of  Xew  Haven  county,  and  throu,i::h- 
unt  tlie  State,  of  being  a  young-  man  of  fine  spirit 
and  rare  intellectual  endowments.  From  the  be- 
<' inning  of  his  practice  he  gradually  grew  in  the 
contidence  and  esteem  of  the  public,  and  for  many 
vears  has  ranked  among  the  most  highly  respected 
and  successful  followers  of  Blackstone,  Coke  and 
Littleton  in  his  county  and  State.  He  has  been 
frequently  identified  with  leading  cases,  some  of 
which  secured  for  him  special  distinction,  notably 
the  Hayden-Stanard  (or  Stannard)  murder  trial, 
and  the  trial  of  Anderson,  who  was  indicted  for 
the  killing  of  Horatio  G.  Hall.  From  1874  to  1877 
he  was  a  law  partner  of  Morris  F.  Tyler,  now  treas- 
urer of  Yale  University,  and  afterward,  success- 
ively, the  partner  of  John  W.  Ailing  and  E.  P.  Ar- 
vine,  Esqrs.,  both  ranking  among  the  most  eminent 
members  of  their  profession. 

In  1872  'Sir.  Hubbard  was  appointed  by  Presi- 
dent Grant  postmaster  at  Wallingford,  which  office 
he  held  by  successive  re-appointments  until  the  in- 
auguration of  President  Cleveland  in  1885,  when 
he  resigned  with  an  unexpired  commission  for  three 
years.  Fie  tendered  his  resignation  as  postmaster 
in  order  that  he  might  devote  his  entire  attention 
to  his  profession,  whose  increasing  demands  had 
for  a  number  of  years  made  this  step  an  actual  ne- 
cessity. It  is  almost  superfluous  to  add  that  he  ad- 
ministered the  duties  of  that  office  with  his  cus- 
tomary intelligence  and  fidelity,  and  to  the  universal 
acceptance  of  its  patrons,  who,  without  respect  of 
party,  tendered  him  upon  his  retirement,  a  compli- 
mentary banquet,  remarkable  for  its  elaborateness 
and  the  enthusiasm  which  accompanied  it.  The 
Hon.  Charles  D.  Yale,  well  known  throughout  the 
State  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  zealous  of 
Democrats  presided  at  the  banquet,  and.  at  the  con- 
-clusion  of  a  highly  complimentary  address,  used 
these  words :  "The  company  has  assembled  that  it 
may  go  on  record,  in  an  unmistakable  manner,  that 
^Ir.  Hubbard  is  beloved  and  respected  by  every  man 
in  Wallingford  whose  good  wishes  are  worth  hav- 
ing." The  Hon.  George  H.  Watrous,  of  Xew  Ha- 
ven, president  of  the  Xew  York,  Xew  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad  Company,  in  writing  his  regrets 
tliat  he  would  be  unable  to  attend  the  banquet,  said : 
"I  share  with  you,  sincerely,  the  desire  to  honor  our 
esteemed  friend.  I  have  known  him  nearly  as  long 
as  you  have,  I  presume.  I  early  learned  to  believe 
in  him  as  a  man  not  only  of  superior  intelligence, 
but  of  great  integrity  and  trustworthiness.  My 
knowledge  of  him  has  increased  my  faith  in  him. 
Mr.  Hubbard  has  not  only  been  a  successful  post- 
master, but  he  has  been  in  even.'  respect  a  very  suc- 
cessful and  highly  useful  member  of  your  commun- 


ity.    He  has  already  carved  his  way  to  the  front 
rank  of  his  profession." 

X^otwithstanding  his  extensive  law  practice,  and 
the  great  demands  it  makes  on  his  time  and  atten- 
tion, Mr.  Hubbard  yet  manages  to  devote  many 
hours  to  public  matters.  He  was  one  of  the  projec- 
tors of  the  First  Xational  Bank  of  Wallingford, 
has  been  one  of  its  directors  since  its  organization 
in  1881,  and  for  many  years  its  vice-president,  has 
also  been  a  director  in  the  Dime  Savings  Bank  of  ' 
Wallingford  since  1884,  and  its  vice-president  from 
1890  to  1894,  when  he  was  elected  the  president, 
to  succeed  Samuel  Simpson,  deceased,  and  he  is 
still  holding  that  office.  Mr.  Flubbard  was  one  of 
the  incorporators  (i88i)  of  the  Wallingford  Gas 
Light  Co.,  and  was  a  director  of  that  company  from 
the  time  of  its  organization  up  to  1899,  when  he 
withdrew  from  the  company. 

In  politics  Mr.  Hubbard  is  an  uncompromising 
Republican,  and  has  tilled  many  public  otifices  in  the 
gift  of  his  party  with  characteristic  ability  and  judg- 
ment. In  local  affairs  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
board  of  school  visitors  since  1874;  was  a  justice  of 
the  peace  from  1878  to  1881  ;  has  been  borough  at- 
torney, also  counsel  for  the  town  almost  uninter- 
ruptedly since  1870.  On  the  establishment  .of  a 
borough  court  for  Wallingford  by  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  State  in  1886,  at  the  earnest  solicita- 
tion of  friends  in  both  political  parties,  and  at  some 
disadvantage  to  his  business,  Mr.  Hubbard  accepted 
the  position  of  its  first  judge,  having  been  elected  by 
the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Legislature.  In  a  similar 
manner  was  he  re-elected  for  each  successive  term, 
until  1897,  when  he  retired,  having  been  elected  by 
the  General  Assembly  as  judge  of  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas  for  X'ew  Haven  county,  which  office  he 
now  administers,  having  been  re-elected  thereto  by 
the  General  Assembly  at  its  last  session. 

In  1886  Mr.  Hubbard  was  unanimously  nomi- 
nated for  Secretary  of  State  of  Connecticut  by  the 
Republican  party  at  a  convention  of  over  500  dele- 
gates held  at  Hartford,  and  was  elected  by  a  larger 
popular  vote  than  any  other  candidate  on  the  State 
ticket.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  in  dignity  .ability 
and  enterprise,  ^Ir.  Hubbard's  administration  as  sec- 
retarv-  during  his  two  years'  term  has  rarely  been 
equalled,  and  never  excelled  in  the  history  of  the 
State.  Among  his  many  noteworthy  special  services 
during  that  incumbency  may  be  mentioned  his  prep- 
aration and  publication  of  the  first  comprehensive 
and  elaborate  "Register  and  Manual  for  the  State 
of  Connecticut"'  ever  issued,  a  model  upon  which  all 
subsequent  editions  have  been  fashioned,  one  that 
is  highly  valued  for  the  great  variety  and  accuracy 
of  its  information,  and  easily  ranking  among  the 
most  complete  publications  of  its  kind  ever  com- 
piled. He  brought  the  workings  of  the  office  to 
such  a  precise  system  that,  although  public  acts  and 
special  acts  of  the  Legislature  had  rarely  been 
printed  and  in  circulation  earlier  than  thirty  and 
sixty  days,  respectively,  after  the  final  adjournment. 
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he  caused  it  to  be  done  in  seven  and  fourteen  days, 
respectively. 

In  i88r  Mr.  Hubbard  was  elected  a  trustee  of 
the  Wesleyan  Academy,  at  Wilbraham,  JNIass.,  an 
office  he  has  held  to  the  present  time,  and  to  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  which  he  has  brought  the 
same  devotion,  energy  and  capacity  which  have 
marked  his  career  in  all  the  various  positions  of  re- 
sponsible trust  which  he  has  occupied. 

Mr.  Hubbard  has  long  enjoyed  a  wide  reputa- 
tion as  a  speaker  of  unusual  force  and  eloquence, 
and  has  been  much  in  demand  as  an  orator,  espe- 
cially on  patriotic,  commemorative  and  political  oc- 
casions. He  has  stumped  the  State  in  every  national 
campaign  since  the  Hayes  campaign  in  1876,  and 
his  services  have  always  been  offered  gratuitouslv 
to  the  committees  of  his  party.  From  the  com- 
mencement of  his  career  he  has  been  actively  inter- 
ested in  politics  and  is  a  recognized  leader  in  his 
town,  county  and  State.  Among  the  honors  con- 
ferred upon  him,  and  not  previously  referred  to, 
may  be  mentioned  that  of  delegate-at-large  to  the 
National  Convention  of  his  party  at  Chicago,  in 
1888,  which  nominated  Benjamin  Harrison  for 
President.  Mr.  Hubbard  was  prominently  named 
throughout  the  Second  Congressional  District  as  a 
candidate  for  Congress  in  the  same  year,  but  de- 
clined the  honor,  preferring  to  remain  in  the  active 
practice  of  his  profession. 

In  the  matter  of  religion  Mr.  Hubbard  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Walling- 
ford,  of  which  he  has  been  for  many  years  a  liberal 
supporter,  and  in  the  management  of  whose  affairs 
he   has    been   prominently    identified. 

On  May  21,  1873,  Hon.  Leverett  M.  Hubbard 
was  married  to  ^liss  Florence  Gazelle  Ives,  who 
was  born  June  6,  185 1,  a  daughter  of  Wooster  and 
Eliza  B.  Ives,  of  Wallingford.  On  her  maternal 
side  she  is  lineally  descended  from  Roger  Wol- 
cott,  one  of  the  Colonial  Governors  of  Con- 
necticut ;  also  from  the  Rev.  John  Davenport,  one 
of  the  settlers  of  the  New  Haven  Colony,  and 
who  was  its  first  minister.  Four  children,  all 
yet  living,  have  been  born  of  this  marriage,  as 
follows:  (i)  Georgiana.  born  March  9,  1874,  mar- 
ried to  Dr.  Frank  Bacon  Hancock,  who  was  a  sur- 
geon assigned  to  the  Monitor  "Puritan''  during 
the  recent  war  with  Spain,  and  now  a  prac- 
ticing physician  in  Philadelphia,  his  native"  city.  By 
this  marriage  there  is  one  daughter,  Florence,  born 
Oct.  9,  1900.  (2)  Samuel  Wolcott,  born  March 
30,  1876,  holds  a  responsible  business  position 
with  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Rail- 
road Company.  (3)  Leverett  Marsden,  Jr.,  born 
Feb.  15,  1882,  has  recently  graduated  from  Wes- 
leyan Academy  at  Wilbraham,  ^lass.,  and  is  about 
to  enter  the  freshman  class  of  Princeton  Uni- 
versity. (4)  Kenneth  Davenport,  born  Jan.  5,  1885. 
Mr.  Hubbard  is  esteemed  throughout  the  commun- 
ity as  an  honorable  and  upright  citizen,  enjoying 
the  utmost  popularity  among  all  classes.    His  pleas- 


ant, genial  disposition  has  won  for  him  hosts  of 
friends,  and  probably  there  is  not  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut  any  one  who  enjoys  the  acquaintance 
of  more  men  of  national  prominence  than  does 
Judge  Hubbard. 

GEORGE  H.  MUNGER,  a  well  known  and 
highly  respected  citizen  of  North  Branford,  was  born 
in  Madison,  Conn.,  ]May  26,  1827,  a  son  of  Gaylord 
and  Dency  (Stevens)  Munger.  The  Munger  an- 
cestry is  traced  from  Nicholas  Munger  who,  when 
si.Kteen  years  old,  came  in  1639  ^'^  America  with 
William  Chittenden.  He  settled  in  Guilford,  now 
known  as  jNIadison,  as  early  as  165 1,  and  died  Oct. 
17,  1668.  Of  his  two  sons,  John  and  Samuel,  John 
was  born  April  26,  1660,  and  became  the  father  of 
a  son  Josiah,  who  was  born  July  20,  1704.  Tim- 
othy, son  of  Josiah,  was  born  Sept.  5,  1735,  and 
his  son  Josiah  became  the  grandfather  of  George 
H.  IMunger. 

Josiah  Munger  was  born  Oct.  2,  1760,  and  died 
Dec.  27,  1822.  He  married  Hannah  Munger,  who 
was  born  Dec.  9,  1765,  and  died  in  1833. 

Gaylord  ]\Iunger,  son  of  Josiah,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Madison,  New  Haven  county,  Sept.  25, 
1797,  and  died  June  15,  1871.  Enterprising  and 
public-spirited,  he  was  identified  with  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  church  and  State.  He  married  Dency 
Stevens,  who  was  born  June  i.  1802,  a  daughter  of 
Roswell  and  Submit-  (  Field)  Stevens,  and  died  ]\Iay 
7,  1866.  In  their  family  were  eight  children, 
namely:  Jane  S.,  who  was  born  Jan.  25,  1825,  and 
married  Washington  Dudley,  of  North  Branford ; 
George  H.,  our  subject;  Selden  D.,  who  was  born 
]\Iay  29,  1831  ;  Lucy  A.,  who  was  born  Oct.  13,  1834, 
and  is  now  deceased;  Eliza  E.,  who  was  born  Jan. 
23,  1838;  Judson,  who  was  born  Dec.  26,  1840,  and 
is  a  deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church  at  North 
IMadison ;  Emily  R.,  who  was  born  June  11,  1843; 
and  Martha  A.,  who  was  born  Sept.  11,  1833,  and 
died  young.  ^Mrs.  Submit  ( Field  j  Stevens  was  de- 
scended from  Zachariah  Field,  who,  with  his  son 
Ebenezer,  settled  in  ]\Iadison  in  1720.  From  these 
are  also  descended  the  celebrated  divine,  Rev.  David 
Dudley  Field,  and  his  son,  David  Dudley  Field,  the 
prominent  New  York  lawyer. 

Throughout  his  entire  life  George  H.  Alunger 
has  followed  the  occupation  of  farming  with  good 
success,  and  is  the  owner  of  considerable  property 
in  North  Branford.  He  attended  the  district  school 
until  fourteen  years  old,  and  finished  his  education 
in  a  private  school.  On  Nov.  14,  1852,  he  married 
Miss  Susan  AI.,  daughter  of  Rev.  Reuben  Torrey, 
pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  North 
^ladison,  who  was  born  April  3,  1789,  and  died 
Sept.  28,  1870.  Rev.  Torrey  was  a  son  of  Dr.  James 
and  Deborah  (Fitch)  Torrey,  of  Weymouth  and 
Nantucket,  Mass.,  respectively,  and  for  fifty  years 
was  prominent  as  a  Congregational  minister,  hav- 
ing at  dift'erent  times  charges  at  Ashford,  Eastford. 
North  Mansfield  and  North  ]Madison,  Conn.,  and 
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Elnuvood  and  Providence,  R.  I.  His  wife,  Ann 
Hddy,  was  bom  July  5,  1796,  a  daug^hter  of  Capt. 
Moses  and  Hannah  ( Carpenter j  Eddy,  and  died 
Dec.  5.  1890.  The  Eddy  family  is  descended  from 
Kcv.  William  Eddy,  A.  M.,  vicar  at  Crainbrook, 
En^j^land  (i 589-1616),  whose  sons  came  to  America. 
Capt.  Moses  Eddy  was  born  ^vlarch  26,  1766,  became 
a  prosperous  merchant,  running  a  line  of  packets 
between  Providence  and  New  York ;  he  died  ^lay 
28,  1823.  His  brother,  Samuel  Eddy,  was  a  judge 
of  the  supreme  court  of  Rhode  Island,  and  for  many 
years  was  a  member  of  Congress.  Mrs.  Hannah 
(Carpenter)  Eddy  was  born.Oct.  17,  1766,  and  died 
May  14,  1838. 

Mrs.  Munger  died  Jan.  i,  1861,  aged  nearly 
thirty-eight  years,  leaving  three  daughters :  ^Mar- 
tha  C.,  wafe  of  Erastus  Dudley,  a  prominent  citizen 
of  Guilford;  Ann  Isabel,  wife  of  Lawyer  C.  A. 
Harrison,  of  Wallingford ;  Susan,  widow  of  Clay- 
ton Thompson,  r£siding  in  North  ]\Iadison.  On 
May  15,  1862,  Mr.  Munger  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Emily  Frances  Russell.  One  daughter 
has  blessed  this  union,  Helen  Russell,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  'Si.  Bergstresser,  editor  of  the  IV all 
Street  Journal,  of  New  York,  and  a  graduate  of 
Lafayette  College,  Pa.,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Ethel  Munger  Bergstresser.  ]\Ir.  Munger  has  taken 
a  prominent  part  in  public  affairs,  and  has  served  as 
selectman  and  filled  numerous  official  stations  while 
living  in  iMadison.  lie  resided  in  that  town  until 
April,  1888,  when  he  came  to  North  Branford  to 
occupy  part  of  the  Russell  ancestral  estate.  He  has 
been  superintendent  of  Sunday-school  and  choir 
master  of  the  Congregational  Church,  but  has  stead- 
ily refused  any  political  positions  since  coming  to 
North  Branford.  He  has  been  a  staunch  Repub- 
lican since  the  organization  of  the  party,  having  for- 
merly affiliated  with  the  Whigs,  and  is  noted  for  his 
temperance  principles  and  practice. 

The  Russell  family,  to  which  Mrs.  George  H. 
Munger  belongs,  is  an  ancient  and  honorable  one, 
and  has  rendered  great  services  to  church  and  State. 
Those  who  settled  in  North  Branford  gave 
monies  to  the  Congregational  Church  for  the 
establishment  of  a  fund  which  to-day  aids 
in  its  support.  The  American  line  is  traced 
back  to  John  Russell,  a  native  of  England, 
who  emigrated  from  London  in  the  ship  "Globe" 
Aug.  7,  1635,  with  his  wife,  Phebe  (family 
name  unknown),  and  two  sons,  John  and  Phillip. 
He  first  located  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  but  later  re- 
moved to  South  Hadley.  In  1636  he  was  one  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  the  former  town,  was  town 
clerk  in  1645,  ^"d  constable  in  1648.  His  wife  died 
July  8,  1642. 

John  Russell,  son  of  John,  the  emigrant,  was 
bom  in  England  in  1626,  and  was  graduated  from 
Harvard  in  1645.  He  was  called  to  be  pastor  of  the 
church  at  W'ethersfield,  Conn.,  and  his  father  accom- 
panied him.  In  1659  he  moved  to  Hadley,  Mass.,  and 


I  died  there  May  8,   1660.     He  gave  shelter  to  the 

"Regicides." 
!         Samuel  Russell,  son  of  John,  was  born  Nov.  4 
I   1660,   and   was  graduated   from   Harvard   in    1680 
;  He  moved  to  Branford,  Conn.,  becoming  the  second 
i  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  there  Sept.  12, 
'   1687.     In  his  study  was  founded  Yale  College,  of 
I  which    he    was    librarian,    and    trustee  from    1701 
'  to  1731.     He  married  Abigail  Whiting,  daughter  of 
!  Rev.  John  and  Sybil   (Collins)   Whiting,  of  Hart- 
j  ford,  and  granddaughter  of  William  Whiting,  Esq., 
I  first   treasurer  of   the    Connecticut    Colony.      Rev 
'  Samuel  Russell  died  at  Branford  June  25,  1733,  clos- 
I  ing  a  pastorate  of  forty-three  years. 
;         Jonathan   Russell,  Esq.,  son    of    Rev.   Samuel, 
;  located  in  what  is  now  North  Branford,  where  hq 
I  owned  a  large  tract  of  land  given  to  his  father  bvj 
j  the  parishioners.    He  served  as  justice  of  the  peace 
!  and  held  various  other  town  otfices.     His  brother, 
'  Ithiel   Russell,  was  the  first  deacon  of  the  North 
Branford  Congregational  Church  in  1754.  Jonathan 
Russell  married  Eunice  Barker,  of  Branford,  and 
he  died  July  24,  1774,  aged  seventy-four  years;  she 
[  died  Aug.  23,   1781,  aged  eighty-five. 
i         Jonathan  Russell,  Jr.,  son  of  Jonathan,  married 
I  Lydia  Barker,  who  died  Feb.  3,   1823,  at  the  age 
of   eighty-eight   years,    and    he    departed    this    life 
;  March  5,  1814,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two. 

Deacon    David    Russell,    son    of   Jonathan    and 

I  Lydia    (Barker)    Russell,   and   the   grandfather  of 

!  Airs.  Munger,  was  born  j\Iay  31,   1762,  and  died 

i  July  2,  1836.     At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  volunteered 

j  for  service  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  was 

j  ever  a  prominent  and  public-spirited  citizen.     For 

i  twenty-eight  years  he  was  a  deacon  in  the  Congre- 

I  gational  Church.     His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden 

j  name  of  Eunice  Monroe,  was  born  Jan.  30,   1770, 

I  and  died  in  August,   1852.     In  their  family  were 

j  the  following  children :     Samuel  F.,  who  was  born  1 

I  March  12,  1794,  and  died  April  6,  1805;  Julia  Eliz- 

I  abeth,  who  was  born  Jan.   14,   1796,  and  married 

Samuel  Chatterton,  a  merchant  tailor  of  New  Ha- 

}  ven ;  Lydia  Frances,  who  died  in  childhood ;  Samuel 

;  Factor,   born  Oct.   7,    1803,  Avas   a   deacon  of   the 

church  many  years  and  died  Jan.  7,  1884;  Joseph 

I  Barker:  Jonathan;  David  Andrew,  father  of  Airs. 

'  Alunger ;   Lucretia,   who   married    Charles   Brown, 

a  prominent  man  of  New  Haven,  Nov.  25,   1825 ; 

!  and  Benjamin  B.,  who  died  young. 

j         David  Andrew  Russell  was  born  April  6,  1805, 

i  and  was  a  life-long  resident  of   North   Branford, 

where  he  engaged  in  farming.     He  was  an  active 

and    prominent    member    of    the     Congregational 

Church,  served  as  church  collector.     He  was  nearly 

all  his  life  in  the  North  Branford  Congregational 

Church.     In  his  political  views  he  was  a  Democrat, 

and  held  the  offices  of  constable,  grand  juror  and 

other  local  positions  of  honor  and  trust.     In  the 

town   of    Aladison,    this   county,   he   married    Miss 

Betsy   Norton,   the  ceremony   being  performed   by 
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Rev.  Judson  Root.  She  was  born  Sept.  28,  1806,  a 
daughter  of  Timothy  Norton  and  his  wife  Polly 
(Hutchinson),  of  Southold,  Long-  Island.  Mr. 
Russell  died  Nov.  4,  1881.  his  wife,  Oct.  7,  1872. 
To  this  worthy  couple  were  born  six  children,  of 
whom  the  eldest  died  in  infancy,  Jan.  13,  1834; 
Jane  Elizabeth,  horn  Feb.  14,  1835,  married  Eliz-ur 
Foote  and  died  Dec.  14,  1879;  Ji-dia  Frances,  born 
Jan.  19,  1836,  died  Alarch  22,,  1839:  Emily  Frances, 
born  Aug.  17,  1838,  is  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Julia 
Augusta,  born  ]\Iarch  22,  1842,  died  Jan.  20,  1859; 
and  Helen  Louise,  born  April  18,  1847,  t^i^d  Sept. 
II,  1852. 

Timothy  Norton  was  a  prominent  man  in  the 
town,  and  was  engaged  in  the  droving  business, 
shipping  horses  and  mules  to  the  West  Indies.  He 
was  a  son  of  Noahdiah  and  Mabel  (Hopson)  Nor- 
ton; and  his  wife,  Polly  Hutchinson,  was  born  Feb. 
24,  1779,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Hutchinson,  of 
Southold,  L.  I.,  who  was  an  early  settler  there. 
When  Long  Island  was  invaded  by  the  British,  he 
shipped  his  family  and  his  belongings  in  a  sloop  to 
•Guilford. 

RICHARD  A.  PECK,  a  well  known  citizen  of 
New  Haven  who  for  many  years  was  connected 
'with  the  Peck  &  Bishop  Co.,  of  that  city,  comes 
from  an  old  and  prominent  family. 

Jonathan  Peck,  his  grandfather,  was  born  in 
Fairfield  county,  Conn.,  where  he  married  a  ^liss 
Lockwood,  and  then  settled  at  Flushing,  Long  Isl- 
.^nd,  where  he  embarked  in  the  transportation  busi- 
ness, continuing  same  until  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  reared  a  large  family:  Cornell,  born  in  1809, 
was  in  the  coal  and  lumber  business  in  Flushing : 
Anna  Eliza,  born  in  1811,  married  William  Fair- 
weather,  who  was  in  business  with  her  brother 
Cornell;  James,  born  in  1813,  was  in  the  fertiliz- 
ing business  in  Flushing ;  Richard  was  the  father 
■of  our  subject;  Thomas  engaged  in  the  sash  and 
blind  business  in  Norwalk.  Conn. ;  Cai-oline,  born 
in  1819,  married  William  Rowe,  of  Flushing;  Janet 
married  Theodore  Demont.  of  Flushing,  and  still 
survives;  Jonathan,  born  in  1825.  was  in  the  salt 
business,  and  died  at  Hempstead,  L.  I. ;  Henry  A., 
born  in  1829,  is  in  the  fertilizing  business  in  Flush- 
ing; William,  born  in  183 1,  is  in  the  real  estate  busi- 
ness in  New  York  City :  and  Susan  .\.,  born  in 
1823,  married  Augustus  Mitchell,  of  Flushing,  and 
is  deceased. 

Richard  Peck,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Flushing,  Dec.  28,  18 15,  and  died  April  18, 
1900.  His  educational  advantages  were  limited, 
only  such  as  the  district  schools  of  his  time  and 
place  aflforded.  He  seemed  to  inherit  from  his 
father  a  desire  for  "following  the  water,"  and  when 
but  little  more  than  a  child  had  shown  vuiusudl 
•adaptation  for  that  line  of  work.  Whi.-n  a  lad  of 
twelve  he  left  Flushing  with  his  frLiher  to  "ngage 
in  the  steamboat  business,  and  he  was  captain  of  one 
steamboat  before  he  was  eighteen,  holding  that  po- 


sition in  a  highly  satisfactory  manner.  In  the  early 
forties  he  located  in  New  Haven,  where  from  1850 
to  1898  he  managed  the  New  Haven  Steamboat 
Co.'s  line  of  boats,  one  of  these,  the  "Richard  Peck,'' 
a  large  passenger  steamer  running  between  New 
Haven  and  New  York.  During  the  last  year  of 
his  life  the  "Chester  W.  Chapin"  was  added  to  the 
fleet.  Sometime  prior  to  his  death  a  deal  was  made 
with  the  N.  Y.  &  N.  H.  Consolidated  Road  for 
the  purchase  of  the  New  Haven  Steamboat  Co.,  and 
the  transfer  was  made  the  day  ^vlr.  Peck  died.  The 
boats  which  he  commanded  on  the  New  Haven  line 
were  the  "Bell,"  GloUe,"  "New  York"  and  "Con- 
necticut," the  last  named  being  his  last  boat,  having 
charge  of  her  in  1850. 

In  his  time  Mr.  Peck  built  the  "Granite  State," 
of  the  Hartford  line :  the  "Elm  City,"  the  "Conti- 
nental" and  the  "C.  H.  Northam."  Also  under  his 
supervision  were  built  the  "Richard  Peck"  and  the 
"Eleanor  F.  Peck,"  the  former  of-  which  was  named 
for  him,  and  was  for  years  probably  the  best  known 
coaster  steamer  carrying  the  Cnited  States  flag ;  and 
Mr.  Peck,  during  his  management  of  the  New  Ha- 
ven line,  which  extended  over  a  period  of  nearly 
half  a  century,  was  probably  one  of  the  best  known 
steamboat  men  on  the  Atlantic  coast.  He  had 
grown  up  in  the  business,  and  retired  in  1898  after 
over  seventy  years  of  active  service  in  that  line. 
For  many  years  he  was  in  positions  of  great  re- 
sponsibility, the  duties  of  which  he  always  filled  in 
a  most  efficient  manner.  His  life  had  been  a  very 
busy  one,  and  he  was  well  known  throughout  the 
country  and  among  all  men,  especially  in  his  line. 
In  politics  he  was  a  stanch  Democrat.  His  life  was 
without  reproach,  and  he  was  a  grand  type  of  man, 
many  kindly  acts  showing  his  true  character.  •When 
but  a  young  man  he  assumed  responsibilities  that 
were  far  beyond  his  years,  displaying  a  keen  sense 
of  duty  to  his  parents  and  others  of  the  family  who 
were  less  successful  than  he.  While  a  disciplinarian 
in  his  business,  and  systematic  at  home,  he  was  a 
kind-hearted,  generous  man,  and  an  indulgent 
father.  He  was  generous  to  a  fault,  finding  pleasure 
in  his  home  and  family,  in  which  he  took  great 
interest.  Accumulation  of  property  was  certainly 
not  his  greatest  desire,  though  he  left  a  most  com- 
fortable  competence,  and  neither  he  nor  his  family 
ever  lacked  comforts  or  luxuries  that  his  means 
permitted.  His  substantial  kindnesses  and  gener- 
osity toward  others  were  frequent  and  voluntary. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  the  New  York  [Marine 
Journal  published  the  following : 

The  founders  of  our  successful  sail  vessel  fleets  and 
steantiship  lines  are  fast  passintj  awav.  The  latest  to  pay 
the  debt  which  nature  demands  is  Capt.  Richard  Peck,  of 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  the  founder  of  the  New  Haven  Steam- 
boat Co.,  between  this  port  and  New  Haven,  which  has 
been  so  emmently  f>ro?pcrous  through  his  oversitrht  in  con- 
nection with  President  Chester  \V.  Chapin  in  building  boats 
of  a  superior  class,  with  which  Coiimodore  Peck  was 
actively  identified  imtil  increasing  years  forced  him  to  give 
way  to  younger  men. 

Mr.  Peck  was  a  native  of  Flushing,  L.  I.,  and  came  to 
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this  city  in  1842,  in  command  of  the  steamer  "  Bell."  A 
short  time  afterward  he,  tof^ether  with  C.  H.  N'ortham  and 
Chester  \V.  Chapin,  of  S[)ringtield,  Mass.,  organized  the 
New  York  and  New  Haven  steamboat  line,  and  he  was 
made  captain  of  the  "  Connecticut  "  of  that  line. 

In  ifeo  he  was  made  supermtenilent  of  the  company, 
which  position  he  hekl  until  Ibli."),  when  he  resigned.  After 
his  resignation  as  superintentlent,  he  became  secretary  of 
the  company,  and  hekl  the  oVnctt  up  to  his  death.  He  was 
commodore  of  the  coni[)any's  line  of  steamboats,  and  one 
of  their  most  famous  ones  is  named  after  him.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  a  wife,  two  sons  and  two  brothers. 

It  is  a  great  victory  over  temptation  when  a  man  in  his 
85th  year  dies  with  a  character  on  which  there  is  not  a  blem- 
ish. Where  is  the  man  that  can  say  that  this  veteran  steam- 
boat man  ever  did  him  a  wrong.'  Such  a  one  never  lived. 
True  to  the  hard  and  fast  principles  of  doing  as  he  would 
be  done  by,  Richard  Peck  died  beloved,  honored  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  To  be  able  to  leave  such  a 
legacy  to  family  and  friends  is  worth  an  hundred  times  all 
the  self-denial  necessary  to  attain  it.  The  example  is  as 
valuable  to  his  associates  in  social  as  well  as  in  business  life, 
as  the  ten  commandments. 

On  Feb.  21,  1839,  Richard  Peck  was  married  to 
Anna  E.  Haviland.  who  lived  btit  one  year,  and  on 
Oct.  16,  1842,  he  married  ]Mary  A.  Smith,  who  was 
born  in  Quakers  Farms,  Oxford,  Conn.,  Dec.  i, 
1818.  Her  father,  Theodore  Smith,  born  in  Ox- 
ford, was  a  farmer  there;  he  was  a  captain,  9th  Co., 
2nd  Reg.  Riflemen,  Connecticut  Militia,  in  the  war 
of  1812.  Mr.  Smith  married  Julia  Bradley,  who 
was  born  in  Humphreysville,  or  Hamden,  Conn., 
a  daughter  of  Elephaz  Bradley,  a  farmer  of  that 
locality,  and  his  wife  Betsey  (Perry).  The  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  John  Smith,  was  a  sol- 
dier in  both  the  Revolutionary  war  and  in  the  war 
of  1812.  Soon  after  the  marriage  of  Richard  and 
Mary  (Smith)  Peck  they  settled  in  New  Haven, 
where  Mrs.  Peck  lives.  A  family  of  four  children 
came  to  them:  (i)  Frederick  J.,  born  in  August, 
1843,  has  been  in  the  steamboat  business  at  times 
being  like  his  father,  the  captain  of  several  boats ; 
his  home  is  in  New  York  City.  (2)  Richard  A. 
is  mentioned  below.  (3)  Henry,  born  in  April, 
1848,  died  Oct.  31,  1887;  he  was  shipping  clerk  for 
the  New  Haven  Steamboat  Co.  (4)  Miles  L.,  born 
in  September,  1850,  died  July  31,  1887;  he  was 
steward  on  a  steamboat.  The  mother  is  well  pre- 
served in  spite  of  her  eighty-three  years.  She  is 
highly  esteemed  and  is  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church. 

Richard  A.  Peck,  our  subject,  was  born  in  New 
Haven,  Aug.  21,  1845,  and  was  reared  in  that  city, 
receiving  every  educational  opportunity.  For  some 
time  he  attended  Russell's  Collegiate  Military 
School,  where  the  training  in  every  department  was 
excellent.  His  first  entrance  into  business  was  as 
clerk  in  a  drug  store,  where  he  remained  for  three 
and  one-half  years,  and  he  then  went  to  the  New- 
Haven  Steamboat  Co.  This  business  was  success- 
fully pursued  by  all  his  family,  and  our  subject  was 
no  exception,  his  energy  and  interest  soon  making 
him  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  firm  of  flyers  &: 
Peck.  Later  he  engaged  in  the  business  under  the 
firm  name  of  Peck  &:  Bishop,  which  later  changed 


to  the  Peck  &  Bishop  Co.,  of  New  Haven,  and  when 
Mr.  Peck  retired  from  the  firm  his  name  was  re- 
tained. 

On  Jan.  11,  187 1,  Mr.  Peck  was  united  in  mar- 
i  riage  with  Nellie  ]\I.  Terrell,  who  was  born  in  New 

I  ^ 

!  Haven,  a  daughter  of  Horatio  and  Sarah  (Richard- 
i  son)  Beecher  Terrell,  also  of  New  Haven,  in  his 
j  political  connections  our  subject  votes  with  the  I 
i  Democratic  party.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  val- 
!  ued  and  consistent  members  of  the  Episcopal 
j  Church. 
i 

i  HENRY  C.  SEABROOK,  whose  death  oc- 
i  curred  on  Christmas  day,  1901,  was  one  of  the  im- 
i  portant  factors  in  the  business  life  of  New  Haven, 
j  Conn.  He  was  born  on  the  island  of  Nevis,  West 
I  Indies,  March  2,  1830,  a  son  of  William  Seabrook, 
I  a  native  of  London,  England,  who  died  in  the  West  : 
I  Indies. 

i         William  Seabrook  early  in  life  was  a  steward  in 
j  a  prominent  London   family,  as  his   father  before 
i  him,  but  at  the  time  of  the  birth  of  Henry  C,  his 
j  son,  he  was  conducting  a  large  plantation  in  the 
West  Indies.    About  1835,  during  the  slave  troubles 
I  in  the  island,  he  went  to  Canada,  built  a  home  in 
I  the   wilderness  and    remained    there    one    season. 
I  However,  as  he  had  become  accustomed  to  the  warm 
i  climate  of  the  West  Indies,  he  could  not  endure  the 
I  extreme  cold  of  his  northern  home,  and  returned  to 
I  the  island  of  Nevis,  and  there  lived  until  his  death. 
I  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  ^lartha  Freeman. 
I  and  she  was  a  native  of  London,  England.     Fifteen 
j  children  were  born  to  them,  but  our  subject  knew 
nothing  of  his  brothers  and  sisters,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  sisters,  Maria  Dalley  and  Harriet  Auld, 
late  of  Hamilton,  Canada,  but  who  are  deceased. 

Henry  C.  Seabrook  spent  the  years  from  1835  to 
1846  in  London  at  school,  and  in  Hamilton,  Can- 
ada, where  he  learned  the  trade  of  carriage  wood- 
working. In  1846  he  came  to  Rochester.  N.  Y., 
and  there  remained  until  1849,  working  at  the  trade 
of  carriage  painting  and  woodworking,  and  he  was 
also  employed  on  the  canal  and  at  other  work.  Dur- 
ing the  Mexican  war  he  was  at  \'era  Cruz,  not  as  a 
participant  in  the  fighting,  but  loading  vessels.  On 
July  15,  1849,  he  came  to  New  Haven  and  followed 
his  trade  of  carriage  woodworking  until  1855,  when 
he  went  to  New  London  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Cable. 
From  there  he  went  to  Syracuse,  where  he  remained 
until  the  fall  of  1858.  when  he  returned  to  New 
Haven  and  entered  the  employ  of  George  T.  New- 
hall,  where  he  remained  until  Oct.  i,  1865,  wiien  he 
entered  the  business  of  carriage  building  with  C. 
F.  Dibble,  who  remained  in  the  concern  until  186S, 
when  r\Ir.  Seabrook  formed  a  partnership  with  Ly- 
man T.  Siuith,  and  the  style  of  the  firm  became  the 
Seabrook  &  Smith  Carriage  Co.  They  manufac- 
tured a  large  number  of  carriages,  and  shipped  their 
products  to  Texas,  California,  and  in  fact  all  over 
the  United  States.  Their  plant  was  well  equipped 
and  they  gave  employment  to  thirty-five  men. 
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On  May  30,  1853,  Mr.  Seabrook  was  married  to 
Lyclia  Bcecher,  of  New  Haven,  a  daughter  of  Hor- 
ace Beecher,  also  of  New  Haven.  She  died  May 
3,  1885.  Two  children  were  born  of  this  marriage: 
Charles  H.  and  Ida.  The  son,  who  is  in  the  livery 
business  in  New  York  City,  is  a  very  promising 
young  man ;  he  is  married  and  has  three  children, 
Henry  Hawley,  Anna  M.  and  Clara  L.  Ida  is 
unmarried  and  at  home.     In  politics  Mr.  Seabrook 

'.  was  a  Democrat,  but  never  sought  political  honors. 
In  1853  he  joined  Hiram  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  'M., 

!  and  he   was   also  a    member    of    the    Red    [Men. 

j  With  his  family  JNIr.  Seabrook  attended  the  Episco- 

'  pal  Church.  Upright  in  all  his  dealings,  and  self- 
made  in  the  best  sense  of  the  term,  Mr.  Seabrook 
won  a  firm  position  for  himself  in  the  commercial 
life  of  New  Haven,  and  too  much  credit  could  not 
be  given  him  for  his  energ)'  and  enterprise  in  build- 

'  ing  up  his  business  and  financial  standing  from  such 

1  small  beginnings. 


DAVID  B.  WILSON,  senior  member  of  the  D. 
B.  Wilson  Co.,  general  hardware  merchants,  Water- 
bury,  and  one  of  New  Haven  county's  most  progres- 
sive and  popular  citizens,  is  well  worthy  of  promi- 
ment  place  in  the  pages  of  this  work. 

A  native  of  Connecticut,  ]\Ir.  Wilson  was  born 
April  I,  1848,  in  Harwinton,  Litchfield  county,  a 
son  of  Charles  AI.  Wilson  and  a  grandson  of  David 
Wilson.  The  latter  was  born  probably  in  Harwin- 
ton, and  followed  agricultural  pursuits  there.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years.  He  married 
Betsey  Miller,  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  had  a 
family  of  five  children,  as  follows :  David  A.  was 
a  farmer  in  Harwinton,  and  died  there;  Russell  died 
unmarried;  Charles  'Si.  is  fully  mentioned  farther 
on;  Cornelia  (now  deceased)  married  Charles  En- 
sign, a  fanner  in.  ]\Iorris,  Conn. ;  Elizabeth  (now  de- 
ceased) married  Lemuel  Ensign,  a  farmer. 

Charles  M.  Wilson,  father  of  David  B.,  was  born 
in  1822  in  Harwinton,  received  his  education  there, 
and  followed  farming  until  1870,  in  which  year  he 
came  to  Waterbury.  Here  he  conducted  a  restaur- 
ant and  confectionery  business,  but  is  now  living 
retired.  He  married  Sarah  E.  Barber,  also  a  na- 
tive of  Harwinton,  daughter  of  Orren  Barber,  a 
farmer  of  that  locality,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years.  There  was  but  one  child  born  to 
Charles  ]M.  and  Sarah  E.  Wilson,  David  B.,  our 
subject.  The  mother  was  called  from  earth  in  1S90, 
aged  sixty-six  \ears. 

David  B.  Wilson  passed  his  boyhood  on  the  home 
farm  where  he  remained  until  he  was  fifteen  years 
of  age,  attending  in  the  summer  seasons  the  district 
school,  afterward  for  two  years  he  studied  at  Wil- 
braham  Academy.  After  clerking  a  short  time  in 
the  telegraph  office  at  Winsted,  Conn.,  he,  in  1867, 
came  to  Waterbury  and  purchased  a  restaurant  and 
confectionery  business,  which  he  conducted  until  his 
father  took  it  off  his  hands.  He  then  for  two  years 
was  employed  in  the  store  of  E.  R.  Sampson,  hard- 


ware, etc.,  at  the  end  of  that  engagement  embark- 
ing in  his  present  mammoth  business  (probably  the 
largest  in  the  county),  comprising  hardware  of  all 
kinds,  agricultural  implements,  sporting  goods,  bi- 
c\cles,  field  and  garden  seeds,  etc.  Since  1S80  the 
place  of  business  has  been  at  Nos.  13-15-17  Broad- 
way. In  1897  a  stock  company  was  organized  under 
the  firm  name  of  the  D.  B.  Wilson  Co.,  D.  B.  Wilson, 
president  and  treasurer;  E.  W.  Wilson,  vice-presi- 
dent and  assistant  treasurer;  and  George  Lee,  secre- 

1  tary. 

I  On  Jan.  5,  1869,  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  M.  Christine  Webster,  who  was  born  in 
Waterbury,  a  daughter  of  Elias  Webster,  a  native  of 
Harwinton,  who  for  several  years  was  a  boot  and 
shoe  dealer  in  Waterbury.  Two  children  have  been 
born  to  Air.  and  Mrs.  Wilson;  Edward  W.  (born 
xMarch  20,  1871),  member  of  the  D.  B.  Wilson  Co.; 
and   Florence   Zullette. 

In  politics  jNIr.  Wilson  is  an  independent  Repub- 
lican, in  religious  faith  has  been  identified  with 
Trinity  Church  since  its  organization ;  and 
socially  is  a  member  of  the  F.  &  A.  M.,  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.  and  Order  of  Red  Men.  An  enthusiast  in 
agricultural  affairs,  he  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  500- 
acre  farm  in  Litchfield  county,  which  he  conducts, 
but  not  altogether  for  the  profits  his  industry  and 
good  management  bring  from  it.  His  essay  on  farm- 
ing entitled,  "I  Want  to  Buy  a  Farm,''  published  in 
the  firm's  pamphlet  of  1895,  is  well  worth,  not  only 
careful  perusal,  "but  deep  thought  and  close  applica- 
tion. jNIr.  Wilson  has  never  taken  an  active  part 
in  political  affairs,  caring  nothing  for  the  honors 
or  emoluments  of  public  office,  preferring  to  give 
his  attention  to  the  pleasures  of  his  home  and  his 
farm,  and  to  the  prosecution  of  his  business  interests, 
in  which  he  is  meeting  with  unbounded  success. 

STEPHEN  OLIN  Px\RKER,  one  of  the  well 
known  business  citizens  of  Meriden,  now  holding  the 
responsible  position  of  foreman  of  the  pattern  de- 
partment of  the  Charles  Parker  Co.,  was  born  in 
^Nleriden  April  22,  1847,  a-  son  of  the  late  Stephen 
L.  and  ]\Iartha  AI.  (Andrews)  Parker. 

The  Parker  family  has  been  identified  with 
the  history  of  New  Haven  county.  Conn.,  for  a 
period  of  nearly  two  centuries,  and  representatives 
in  each  generation  have  held  honored  places  in  the 
community. 

Stephen  Parker,  the  great-grandfather  of  Stephen 
Olin  Parker,  of  this  sketch,  was  a  son  of  Joel  and 
Susannah  (Hotchkiss)  Parker,  and  was  born  in 
^759-  Farming  was  his  chief  occupation  and  this 
he  followed  with  much  success  through  life.  For 
some  time  he  was  a  soldier  in  the  Continental 
army  during  the  war  for  independence.  His  first 
marriage  was  to  Sally  Twiss  and  his  second  was 
to  Airs.  Rebecca  Stone,  who  was  a  daughter  of 
Joshua  Ray.  The  eight  children  of  the  first  mar- 
riage were:  Clarissa,  Zeri  and  Stephen,  two  of 
whom  died  in  infancy;  Stephen;  Sarah;  Clarissa; 
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loci  and  Isabella.  The  second  marriage  resulted 
"in  four  children:  John,  Betsey,  Charles  and  Ed- 
mund, all  of  whom  are  now  deceased,  except  the 
Mucrable  Charles  Parker,  one  of  Meriden's  oldest 
;i:id  most  respected  citizens,  a  full  sketch  of  whom, 
toL^ethcr  with  the  Parker  family,  will  be  found  else- 
where in  this  volume. 

Zeri  Parker  was  born  on  the  family  homestead 
ill  Cheshire,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  here  he 
])assed  the  greater  part  of  his  life  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. His  latter  days  were  spent  with  his  sons, 
Julius  and  Stephen.  Liberal  in  his  views,  he  found 
good  in  all,  and  lived  an  honest,  upright 
life,  and  held  the  esteem  and  respect  of  all 
who  knew  him.  He  was  married  in  Ches- 
hire to  Tryphena  }kIunson,  who  was  born  in 
that  town  and  who  was  a  daughter  of  Peter 
!Munson,  and  two  children  came  of  this  union :  Jul- 
ius, who  married  Alary  Richmond,  is  now  deceased, 
having  had  two  sons,  George  Wallace,  who  died  in 
1895,  and  Charles  I.,  of  2\Ieriden ;  and  Stephen  L. 

Stephen  L.  Parker  was  born  in  Cheshire  Oct. 
12,  1824,  and  during  his  life  was  a  well  known  and 
highly  respected  citizen.  He  passed  his  early  days 
after  the  manner  of  young  men  of  the  time,  attend- 
ing the  district  school  and  working  on  the  home 
farm  with  his  father.  Until  attaining  manhood  he 
continued  at  home,  going  then  to  Meriden,  where 
he  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner.  This 
he  followed  for  a  number  of  years,  when  he  became 
foreman  in  the  Charles  Parker  shop,  where  he  spenr 
a  short  time.  His  next  venture  was  as  a  lock  manu- 
facturer, in  which  he  was  successfully  engaged  tor 
about  five  years,  after  which  he  accepted  a  contract 
of  making  cotTee  mill  boxes  for  the  Charles  Parker 
Co.,  with  which  he  continued  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  took  place  in  ]\Ieriden,  Jan.  7.  1870. 
His  remains  rest  in  the  West  Cemetery.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a  stanch  Republican,  but  never  had  any 
desire  to  hold  public  office ;  in  religious  belief  a 
devoted  Methodist,  giving  liberallv  to  the  cause  he 
loved,  and  at  the  date  of  his  death,  held  the  office  of 
trustee.  Sociallv  he  was  identified  with  the  I.  O. 
O.  F. 

On  Nov.  23,  1S45,  in  ]Meriden,  Stephen  L. 
Parker  wedded  Martha  ]\I.  Andrews,  who  was  born 
in  Cheshire,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Hiram  and  ]\[artha 
M.  (Hotchkiss)  Andrews.  ]\Irs.  Parker  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools  of  Cheshire,  and  taught 
one  term  in  Aleriden.  She  is  a  noble,  Christian 
woman,  dearly  beloved  for  her  many  good  deeds 
and  kindly  disposition.  To  ]Mr.  and  ]vlrs.  Parker 
were  born  five  children:  Stephen  Olin,  of  Meriden, 
born  April  22,  1847;  Imogene,  born  April  6,  1S50, 
died  in  July  the  same  >ear;  Alartha  Ella,  born  Aug. 
^4.  1853,  rnarried  (first)  George  Ashdown,  and  (sec- 
ond) Henry  Booth,  and  resides  in  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich,  (she  had  two  children  by  her  first  marriage, 
Edmunrl  Parker,  born  April  4,  1874;  and  Edna  Ella, 
born  Feb.  i,  1878)  ;  Jennie,  born  Oct.  13,  1856,  died 


in  1861  ;  Annette  May,  born  March  24,  1859,  resides 
at  home. 

Stephen  Olin  Parker  obtained  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  Mcridcn,  also  in  the  Meriden 
academy.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  he  began 
to  assist  his  father  in  the  making  of  coffee  mill 
boxes,  continuing  until  his  father's  death,  when  he 
took  charge  of  the  business  and  successfully  con- 
ducted it  for  one  year.  In  1871  he  learned  the  trade 
of  pattern  maker,  and  for  the  past  thirty  years  has 
been  in  the  employ  of  the  Charles  Parker  Co.,  filling 
the  position  of  foreman  of  the  pattern  department 
with  great  ability. 

On  Aug.  8,   1871,  Mr.  Parker  was  married  in 
Coventry,  N.  Y.,  to  Algierose  Wylie,  who  was  born 
in  Coventry,  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.,  a  daughter  of 
Erastus  and  Mary  Wylie,  of  Coventry,  of  Scotch 
descent,  a  full  sketch  of  the  family  being  found  in 
the  sketch  of  Luman  F.  Parker,  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.    Mrs.  Parker  is  a  lady  of  culture  and  refine- 
ment and  received  a  liberal  education  in  her  native 
State,  where  for  one  year  she  was  a  very  acceptable 
teacher.     Socially  she  is  prominent  in  Meriden  and 
is  a  member  of  the  organization  of  tht    Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution,  and  has  served  on  the 
official  board  of  Ruth  Hart  Chapter.     To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Parker  has  been    born    one    daughter,  Mabel 
Claire,  who  has  been  educated  very  thoroughly,  first 
in   iSIeriden  and  then  in   Wilbraham,   Mass.     Mr. 
Parker  is  a  member  of  the  Home  Club,  the  Royal 
Arcanum  and  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  of  Meriden.    As  a 
Republican  he  has  long  been  prominent,  and  has 
represented  the  third  ward  in  the  city  council,  served 
two  years  as  alderman,  being  on  the  committees  on 
License  and  Claims,  of  which  latter  he  served  as 
chairman,  and  for  two  years  was  clerk  of  the  Police 
committee.        The     family    attend     the    Methodist 
;  Church.  By  his  pleasant,  genial  manner,  good  judg- 
i  ment  and  wise  discrimination,  ^Ir.  Parker  has  won 
'  his  way  to  the  front  in  his  business  and  enjoys  not 
only  the  high  esteem  of  his  employers,  but  also  the 
respect  and    affection  of    those  over    whom  he  is 
'  placed. 
I 

•  GEORGE  C.  PETTIS,  treasurer  of  the  Hogg- 
son  &  Pettis  Mfg.  Co.,  manufacturers  of  "chucks" 
and  a  large  variety  of  small  machinery  in  New  Ha- 
ven, and  also  interested  in  several  other  manufac- 
turing concerns  and  enterprises,  was  born  in 
Plymouth,  ]March  8,  1833. 
'  George  Pettis,  his  father,  was  born  in  Westville, 
Conn.,  where  he  spent  his  life  engaged  in  farming, 
dvinc:  at  Terrvville  at  the  age  of  fiftv-two.  He  mar- 
ried  Sally  Ford,  a  native  of  Thomaston,  Conn., 
where  her  father  lived  before  the  founding  of  that 
city.  Seth  Thomas,  of  the  famous  clock  company, 
bought  the  ground  from  him  on  which  to  build  the 
clock  factory.  Of  the  three  children  born  to  George 
and  Sally  Pettis,  two  are  now  living:  George  C, 
whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch ;  and 
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Jane  E.,  wife  of  Solomon  Palmer,  of  Torrington. 
Mrs.  Pettis  died  at  tlie  age  of  sixty-seven.  She 
was  long  a  devont  member  of  the  Episcopal  Chnrch. 

George  C.  i'ettis  was  reared  at  Plymouth  Hill, 
where  he  received  a  very  fair  education.  He  early 
learned  the  machinist  trade  in  the  Eagle  Lock  Works 
at  Terryville.  \\'hen  he  was  twenty-one  he  came 
to  New  Haven  to  enter  the  employ  of  the  Davenport 
Mallory  Lock  Co.,  and  remained  there  four  years. 
In  1858  he  took  up  contracting  work  with  the  Rus- 
sell Irwin  Co.,  at  Xew  Britain,  where  he  remained 
seventeen  years,  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  com- 
ing to  New  Haven  to  enter  the  employ  of  the  firm 
with  which  he  is  still  associated.  Four  years  later 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  Air.  Hoggson,  and  the 
business  was  converted  into  a  stock  concern.  The 
patronage  of  the  firm  has  been  greatly  increased  of 
late  years,  and  they  now  have  a  large  number  of  men 
on  their  pay  rolls,  filling  many  orders  from  far 
away,  even  from  Japan  and  China.  The  plant  ts 
fitted  up  with  the  latest  machinery,  turns  out  a  great 
variety  of  products  of  interesting  construction. 

Mr.  Pettis  was  married  in  1854  to  Emily  N. 
Welton,  a  native  of  Plymouth,  and  a  daughter  of 
Selden  Welton,  a  clockmaker  in  Terryville,  who 
had  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  living.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Pettis  have  three  children :  Jennie  is  the 
wife  of  Ur.  W.  W.  Hawks,  of  Xew  Haven.  Beulah 
married  William  Beckley,  of  New  York  City,  and 
has  had  two  children,  Gertrude  and  Alargaret.  Clin- 
ton is  connected  with  his  father  in  business.  Air. 
Pettis  is  a  Republican,  and  while  in  Terryville  held 
various  local  positions.  In  New  Britain  he  also  took 
an  active  part  in  political  affairs,  filling  different 
offices  and  was  a  man  of  prominence.  In  the  mem- 
bership rolls  of  the  New  Haven  L'nion  League 
Club  the  name  of  Air.  Pettis  appears  as  a  charter 
member.  He  is  a  member  of  Post  No.  20,  G.  A.  R., 
the  Masonic  fraternity  and  several  social  orders. 
With  his  family  he  attends  Trinity  Episcopal 
Church.  , 

MICHAEL  P.  RICE,  general  contractor  and 
proprietor  of  a  large  livery  and  feed  stable,  Bran- 
ford,  is  a  native  of  that  town,  born  Dec.  23,  1866. 

Mr.  Rice  is  the  seventh  son  of  the  late  Edward 
Rice,  who  came  to  this  country  from  Glanworth, 
County  Cork,  Ireland,  in  1848,  being  then  a  lad  of 
sixteen  years.  He  first  located  in  Albany,  N.  Y., 
and  there  worked  at  the  trade  of  ccx>per  with  his 
brother,  James  Rice  (now  deceased),  of  Newark. 
N.  J.,  later  securing  employment  in  a  lock  factory  in 
Albany.  He  and  the  late  Alexander  Van  Wie  were 
brought  to  this  town  by  the  late  Thomas  Kennedy, 
when  the  lock  works  were  purchased  by  him,  and 
Mr.  Rice  remained  as  an  employe  of  the  factory  for 
the  long  period  of  thirty-five  years,  proving  himself 
a  skilled  and  competent  workman.  At  one  time 
he  was  offered  the  superintendency  of  the  works, 
but  declined,  as  he  did  not  care  to  assume  the  re- 
sponsibility attached  to  the  position.     In   1856,  at 


New  Haven,  Conn.,  in  St.  Patrick's  Church.  Mr. 
Rice  was  married,  by  Rev.  Father  Hart,  to  Miss 
Ellen  Ileelon,  of  Limerick,  Ireland,  and  eleven  chil- 
dren— nine  sons  and  two  daughters — were  born  to 
them,  eight  of  whom  arc  yet  living.  The  father 
j  died  Aug.  3,  1888,  the  mother  surviving  him. 
I  Michael  P.  Rice,  whose  name  opens  these  lines, 
j  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools,  but 
i  when  very  young,  commenced  work  in  the  lock  fac- 
tory, rather  than  attend  school.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  polishing,  at  which  he  earned  good  wages, 
and  by  his  thrift  and  economy  he  saved  sufficient 
money  to  purchase  a  horse  and  buggy,  which  he 
let  to  his  friends,  continuing  with  his  employment 
in  the  factory.  He  prospered  gradually,  and  later, 
in  1886,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  John  T. 
Carey  and  started  a  small  livery  stable  in  the  rear 
of  the  "Griswold  House."  The  partners  continued 
to  work  in  the  factory  and  hired  help  to  run  the 
business.  Later  Air.  Rice  purchased  his  partner's 
interest  in  the  concern  and  built  a  stable  on  the  land 
owned  by  his  father,  at  the  foot  of  Veto  street.  The 
business  grew  so  rapidly  that  Mr.  Rice  purchased 
adjoining  property  on  all  sides,  and  built  on  eight 
different  additions  to  his  building,  until  to-day  he  is 
proprietor  of  probably  the  finest  equipped  stable  of 
any  town  in  New  England.  In  addition  to  his  liv- 
ery business  Air.  Rice  engaged  in  contracting  in 
1894,  and  formed  a  partnership  with  J.  T.  Sliney, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Rice  &;  Sliney.  Included  in 
the  work  done  by  them  is  the  excavating,  supplying 
of  stone,  and  carting  of  the  material  used  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  'Blackstone  Library ;  also  the  ap- 
proaches and  tunneling  of  the  three  railroad  bridges 
on  Kirkham,  Rogers  and  Alontowese  streets,  ex- 
cepting the  south  approach  of  the  Kirkham  street 
bridge.  On  the  completion  of  the  library  the  part- 
nership was  dissolved  by  mutual  consent,  each  mem- 
ber branching  out  for  himself.  In  1898  Air.  Rice 
bid  for  and  was  awarded  the  contract  for  putting  in 
the  water  system  in  Branford,  which  included  the 
laying  of  about  ten  miles  of  pipe.  This  contract 
was  completed  to  the  full  satisfaction  of  the  Water 
Company,  and  his  reputation  as  a  contractor  was 
then  established. 

In  October,  18S9,  when  Air.  Rice  was  entering 
into  his  twenty-fourth  year,  he  was  nominated  for 
the  office  of  first  selectman  by  the  Democratic  party 
and  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  six  votes.  The  office 
he  held  for  four  consecutive  years.  During  his  ad- 
ministration many  improvements  in  the  town  were 
made  by  him,  among  them  being  the  removal  of 
the  immense  ledge  on  West  Alain  street,  and  grading 
of  twelve  feet  on  Alill  Hill.  He  was  greatly  compli- 
mented for  this  work  by  both  press  and  public.  The 
debt  of  the  town  was  reduced  by  him  to  such  an 
extent  that  during  his  second  term  the  tax  was  re- 
duced from  twelve  to  six  mills,  and  during  his  ad- 
ministration it  was  never  higher  than  ten  mills.  In 
1894  he  was  again  nominated  for  the  office  by  his 
party,  but  was  defeated  by  C.  H.  W^ilford,  his  op- 
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poiii-nt  on  the  Republican  ticket.  Ho  was  later 
elected  on  the  board  of  burgesses  of  the  borough. 
In  1899  Mr.  Rice  was  again  nominated  for  the 
oflice  of  first  selectman  by  the  Democratic  party, 
and  was  elected  by  twenty-five  majority  in  the  face 
of  a  Republican  majority  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  which  speaks  well  for  his  record  as  a 
"town  father,"  as  well  as  for  his  popularity.  He 
was  again  elected  in  1900  and  in  1901,  and  he  is 
now  serving  his  seventh  term.  On  the  organization 
of  the  fire  department  he  was  elected  chairman  of 
the  board  of  fire  commissioners,  which  oftice  he  still 
holds.  Mr.  Rice  was  also  elected  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Branford  Savings  Bank, 
of  which  he  was  one  of  the  incorporators,  and 
served  three  years  with  that  body. 

Mr.  Rice  is  now  thirty-five  years  of  age  and  one 
of  the  successful  young  business  men  of  the  town, 
he  having  accunmlated  considerable  property  and 
an  immense  amount  of  stock  in  his  stables.  In  re- 
ligion our  subject  is  of  the  Catholic  faith,  and  a 
regular  communicant  of  St.  Mary's  Church,  to 
which,  during  its  construction,  he  liberally  contrib- 
uted. 

JOEL  M.  BRADLEY,  a  well  known  citizen  and 
a  representative  member  of  the  contracting  and 
buildmg  interests  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  is  located 
at  Xo.  182  Grand  avenue.  Air.  Bradley  was  born 
in  East  Haven,  Conn.,  June  7,  1834,  a  son  of  Jesse 
C.  and  Cynthia   (Alunger)    Bradley. 

Joel  C.Bradley, his  grandfather,  was  born  in  East 
Haven,  and  there  pursued  an  agricultural  life,  dying 
at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years.  In  politics  he  was 
a  Whig  and  took  a  leading  part  in  the  public  affairs 
of  his  time.  He  married  Lovisa  Bradley,  a  native 
of  the  same  locality,  and  their  children  were :  Abram 
Nelson ;  Jesse  C. ;  Abagail  ;■  Mabel ;  and  Amanda. 
Both  Joel  C.  Bradley  and  his  wife  were  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  in  which  he  served 
as  sexton. 

Jesse  C.  Bradley  was  read  in  East  Haven  and 
attended  the  public  schools  of  that  section,  later  be- 
coming an  engineer  and  receiving  promotion  in  his 
line  until  he  became  a  foreman.  In  the  latter  ca- 
pacity he  acted  both  at  stationary  engines  and  as  en- 
gineer on  the  boats  plying  between  New  Haven  and 
New  York.  Through  a  long  life,  which  reached 
to  his  eighty-third  year,  he  was  well  known  in  his 
department.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat.  He 
married  Cynthia  Alunger.  a  daughter  of  Bela  Mon- 
ger, a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  a  deacon  in  the 
Congregational  Church  in  ]\Iadison,  Conn. ;  her 
mother,  Airs.  Munger,  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty  years.  The  children  born  of  this  union  were 
as  follows:  John  L.,  Joel  M.,  Nelson  J.,  James  K., 
ancl  Stephen  J.,  who  survived,  the  others  dying 
in  infancy;  the  mother  passed  out  of  life  at  the  age 
of  thirty-six.  Jesse  C.  Bradley  was  a  constant  and 
consistent  attendant  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  as 
was  also  his  wife. 
37 


Joel  M.  Bradley  was  reared  in  East  Haven  and 
remained  there  until  his  tenth  year,  going  then  to 
North  Haven  where  he  lived  for  three  years.    For  a 
life  occupation  he  selected  the  carpenter  trade,  to 
which  he  applied  himself  closely  at  Falls  Village, 
working  for  four  years  after  as  a  journeyman.     In 
1861  he  entered  into  contracting,  and  he  has  contin- 
ued in  this  line  ever  since,  having  previously  made  a 
reputation  in  Fair  Haven  as  a  builder  of  fine  resi- 
dences.   There  and  in  East  Haven  he  is  regarded  as  j 
the  leader  in  his  line,  and  he  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  ; 
the  business  in  New  Haven.     His  work  covers  a  1 
wide  territory  and  necessitates  the  employment  of  1 
a  large  force  of  skilled  workmen.  | 

Mr.  Bradley  was  married  on  Jan.   12,  i860,  to  ' 
\  Miss  Ellen  L.  Forbes,  a  daughter  of  Bela  Forbes,  j 
extended  mention  of  the  Forbes  family  being  found 
i  in  another  part  of  this  volume.    This  union  has  been 
blessed  with  one  daughter,  Cynthia  May,  who  mar- 
ried Lauren  Humiston,  who  was  born  in  Cheshire, 
a  son  of  Frank  T.   Humiston,  and  one  daughter, 
,  Lila  May,  has  brightened  their  home ;  they  live  in 
j  New  Haven.    Air.  Humiston  is  employed  by  the  Ives 
I  Investment   Co.,   a  sketch   of   this   company   being 
I  found  in  another  part  of  this  volume.     Frank  T. 
I  Humiston,  who  in  earlier  life  was  a  keg  manufac- 
;  turer,  conducted  the  same  business  in  Fair  Haven 
for  a  time,  and  then  entered  the  employ  of  Warren 
Crawford,  an  undertaker  and  furniture  dealer,  re- 
tiring nine  years  later  to  Cheshire,  where  he  died, 
;  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years.     He  married  Aliss 
\  Ellen  Lounsbury,  also  of  Cheshire,  their  only  child 
i  being  Lauren  Humiston,  the  son-in-law  of  Joel  M. 
'  Bradley. 

In  politics  Joel  M.  Bradley  is  a  Gold  Democrat, 

]  taking  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs.     While  a 

resident  of  Fair  Haven  he  was  a  borough  officer,  but 

his  business  interests  in  New  Haven  have  given  him 

little  time  for  politics.    Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the 

Adelphi  Lodge,  No.  63,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  has  been 

I  an  official  in  all  the  Masonic  bodies,  and  is  also  a 

i  member  of  the  Golden  Eagle  order.     The  religious 

:  home  of  the   family   is   in   the   Episcopal   Church, 

i  where  they  are  held  in  high  esteem. 

i 

I         PETER  A.  LUXDOUIST,  a  well  known  stone- 
j  mason  and  successful  contractor  of  Stony  Creek,  is 
one  of     Branford's  noted  Swedish  citizens.     Born 
in  Fogdo,  Sweden,  Alay  27,  1846,  he  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Anna  B.  (Lindstrom)  Lundquist,  and  was 
reared  on  the  farm,  receiving  a  limited  education 
;  in  the  local  schools.     For  three  years  he  was  an 
.  apprentice  at  the  baker's  trade,  which  was  his  occu- 
pation  for  some  months  afterward   in   Stockholm, 
:  Sweden. 

I  Air.  Lundquist  crossed  the  ocean  in  1872,  and 
'  worked  in  the  State  of  New  York  for  about  nine 
months,  the  following  vear  coming  to  Connecticut 
\  and  locating  at  Leete's  Island,  where  he  learned  the 
stone  cutter's  trade,  which  was  his  occupation  for 
1  five  years.    He  then  removed  to  Stony  Creek,  which 
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has  been  his  home  up  to  the  present  time.  Here 
he  has  learned  the  trade  of  stone  mason,  wliich  has 
been  his  business  in  connection  with  contracting 
and  building  of  docks  and  bridges,  culverts  and  sim- 
ilar constructions ;  cellar  work,  as  well  as  other  stone 
work  connected  with  stone  masonry;  and  well  sink- 
ing and  grading. 

j\Ir.  Lundquist  was  married  in  1874  to  Mrs. 
Sophia  Johnson,  of  Sweden,  who  has  one  daughter 
by  a  former  marriage,  Lina,  now  Airs.  Robert 
Davis,  in  California.  Mr.  Lundquist  is  an  adherent 
of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  is  enrolled  in  Widows 
Sons  Lodge,  No.  66,  F.  &  A.  M.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Republican.  Since  coming  to  this  country  he 
has  achieved  a  marked  success,  and  is  numbered 
among  the  leading  men  of  the  town  at  the  present 
day. 

WILLIAM  A.  KNOWLES,  who  for  some  thir- 
ty-two years  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Holmes, 
Booth  &  Hayden  Alfg.  Co.,  Waterbury,  is  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  born  Nov.  15,  1844,  in  Farmington, 
Hartford  county. 

Henry  S.  Knowles,  his  grandfather,  was  born 
of  English  ancestry  in  Bristol,  R.  I.,  where  he  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits,  thence  late  in  life  came 
to  Connecticut,  and  died  in  East  Hartford,  where 
his  remains  were  interred.  He  married  in  Rhode 
Island  and  there  reared  a  family  of  six  children: 
Samuel,  who  lived  and  died  in  New  Britain,  Conn. ; 
Augustus,  who  was  a  mechanic  in  Farmington, 
Conn.,  and  in  Long  Island ;  Eliza,  who  married 
Harry  Cadwell  and  lived  on  a  farm  in  Fannington ; 
Mary  Ann,  who  was  blind,  and  died  unmarried ; 
Jane,  who  married  a  Mr.  Powell,  a  mechanic,  and 
lived  in  New  Britain,  Conn. ;  and  William  H.,^  a 
sketch  of  whom   follows. 

William  H.  Knowles,  father  of  our  subject,  and 
a  farmer  by  occupation,  w^as  born  in  Bristol,  R. 
I.,  removed  thence  to  Connecticut,  and  died  in  the 
town  of  Farmington,  Hartford  county.  He  married 
Julia  Hazard,  a  native  of  Avon,  Conn.,  and  seven 
children  were  born  to  them:  ■Mary,  wife  of  Ed- 
ward Converse,  died  in  Collinsville,  Hartford 
county;  Frances  married  John  Alcott,  of  Thomas- 
ton,  Conn. ;  Julia  married  (first)  William  Robertson, 
of  Torrington,  and  (second)  a  Air.  Beckwith ;  Isa- 
bella married  Lucius  Leonard,  a  tailor  in  Litchfield, 
Conn.,  and  died  in  Torrington ;  William  A.  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Alice  married  C.  Hoffman, 
and  lives  in  Thomaston,  Conn. ;  Ella  died  unmarried. 

William  A.  Knowles  was  four  years  old  when 
his  parents  removed  from  Farmington  to  a  farm 
in  Burlington,  and  there  the. family  made  their 
home  some  six  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  return- 
ing to  Farmington.  In  these  towns  and  in  Thom- 
aston, Litchfield  county,  our  subject  received  a  lib- 
eral common  school  education,  and  in  i86r,  then 
seventeen  years  old,  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
the  city  of  Hartford,  where  he  worked  for  a  short 
time  in  Colt's  Armory,  thence  removing  once  more 


to  Farmington.  After  an  interval,  during  which 
Mr.  Knowles  was  married,  he  made  his  home  in 
Thomaston,  where  he  was  employed  in  the  Plymouth 
quarry  until  the  year  1864,  when  he  came  to  Wat- 
erbury and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Holmes, 
Booth  &  Hayden  Mfg.  Co.,  learning  the  trade  of 
roller.  In  course  of  time  he  became  assistant  fore- 
man of  the  rolling  mill ;  since  1864  he  has  had  en- 
tire charge  of  the  rolling  department  of  the  sheet 
metal  division. 

On  Oct.  3,  1867,  in  New  York  State,  William 
A.  Knowles  married  Juliette  Farrell,  who  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Waterbury,  a  daughter  of  Almond 
and  Emma  (Warner)  Farrell,  both  natives  of  Wat- 
ertown.  Conn.  Two  children  have  come  of  this 
union:  (i)  Georgiana  B.  married  George  Com- 
stock,  and  lived  in  Waterbury,  where  she  died  in 
January,  1899;  she  had  two  children,  Harry  and 
Alay  R.  (2)  Eleanor  R.  is  also  married.  Mrs. 
Knowles  is  a  sister  of  Franklin  Farrell,  of  An- 
sonia,  the  largest  manufacturer  in  the  State, 
and  one  of  the  wealthiest.  She  is  widely  known  for 
her  ability  as  a  painter  and  sculptress,  being  one 
of  the  finest  in  the  country,  and  has  studied  under 
many  of  the  most  prominent  artists  in  both  branches, 
including  John  Gibson  (sculptor  to  Queen  Victoria), 
while  in  Rome,  Italy,  and  others  in  New  York.  Air. 
and  Airs.  Knowles  are  members  of  St.  John's  Epis- 
copal Church;  in  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

AIRS.  CHAUNCEY  ATWOOD.  Prominent 
among  the  old  residents  and  a  lady  who  is  held  in 
high  esteem  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  is  Airs.  Chaun- 
cey  Atwood,  the  widow  of  the  late  Chauncey  At- 
wood,  of  this  city,  although  his  place  of  birth  was 
Woodbury.  There  his  father,  Stephen  Atwood,  was 
also  born,  and  there  became  a  well  known  man,  be- 
ing interested  in  farming,-  also  in  teaching,  his 
whole  life  being  passed  in  that  town.  Will- 
iam Atwood,  the  grandfather  of  the  late  Chaun- 
cey Atwood,  was  a  carpenter  in  Woodbury,  where 
he  followed  his  trade  and  died  at  the  age  of  fifty 
years. 

Chauncey  Atwood  was  reared  in  Woodbury,  and 
was  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  Litchfield  I 
county,  owning  a  large  and  valuable  estate.  For 
a  long  period  he  was  town  assessor  and  was  promi- 
nent in  public  affairs.  His  marriage  to  our  subject 
took  place  in  1S92.  His  death  occurred  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  years.  In  her  maidenhood  Airs.  At- 
wood was  Alary  J.  Summers,  and  she  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  David  and  Sarah  AI.  (Upson)  Summers,  of 
Woodbury,  the  former  being  a  farmer  of  that  lo- 
cality, the  latter  being  the  only  daughter  bom  to 
her  parents.  Three  children  were  bom  to  Air.  and 
Airs.  Summers,  of  whom  Airs.  Atwood  is  the  only 
survivor.  The  mother  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
three  years.  Both  she  and  her  husband  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church.  Airs.  Atwood 
was  born  in  Woodbury  and  there  grew  to  young 
womanhood.      She   first   married   Watson   C.    San- 
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ford,  of  Roxbury,  who  was  a  drover  and  also  a 
cariK'iitcr,  well  known  in  his  neighborhood.  Three 
cliildren  were  born  of  this  union,  the  only  survivor 
liciiiLT  Lillian  A.,  who  married  J.  H.  Allen,  a  harness 
n'.aniifaeturer,  and  has  three  children — Howard  San- 
fonl,  who  is  a  student  of  medicine  at  Yale  College, 
class  of  1904;  Arthur  S.,  a  resident  of  Woodbury; 
and  Marion  F. 

After  the  death  of  i\Ir.  Sanford  his  widow 
wedded  George  Atwood,  a  farmer  and  prominent 
citizen  of  Watertown,  Conn.,  where  he  was  well 
known  in  civic  affairs,  having  serv-ed  as  selectman, 
and  in  other  ways  showed  himself  as  a  progressive 
and  substantial  citizen.  The  third  marriage  of  [Mrs. 
Atwood  was  to  the  late  Chauncey  Atwood.  She  has 
lost  one  son,  Stephen  Upson,  who  was  a  successful 
traveling  salesman,  and  who  died  at  Russell,  Kans., 
at  the  age  of  twenty-two.  [Mrs.  Atwood  is  a  lady 
who  is  highly  esteemed  for  her  many  charming  traits 
of  character,  her  charity  and  kind  neighborliness. 
and  she  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Woodbury. 

GEORGE  CARTER  LIXSLEY  is  a  well  known 
and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  North  Branford,  New 
Haven  county,  whose  entire  life  has  been  passed 
in  that  town,  where  he  is  now  successfully  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  upon  the  old  homestead, 
and  where  he  was  born  Jan.  24,  1842. 

Like  a  large  number  of  the  present  residents  of 
New  England,  and  especially  of  the  Nutmeg  State, 
the  Linsley  family  can  trace  their  origin  to  England. 
Two  brothers,  John  and  Francis  Linsley,  came  from 
that  country,  first  locating  in  Branford,  where 
Francis  married  Sarah  Culpepper.  Later  he  re- 
moved to  New  Jersey,  and  present  residents  of  the 
name  in  the  central  part  of  that  State  claim  to  have 
sprung  from  .this  pioneer  couple.  John  Linsley  died 
in  Branford,  where  he  passed  the  greater  part  of 
his  married  life,  though  for  a  short  time  he  lived  in 
Guilford.  His  eldest  son,  John,  died  when  com- 
paratively a  young  man.  The  latter's  son,  John, 
had  two  sons,  John  and  Joseph.  Of  these,  John 
Linsley  wedded  [Mary  Harrison,  of  North  Branford, 
where  he  had  located  upon  reaching  his  majority. 
Records  show  that  he  administered  his  grandfa- 
ther's (John  2)  estate,  this  leading  us  to  conclude 
that  the  family  were  property  holders  in  both  Bran- 
ford and  North  Branford.  He  had  several  children, 
including  Rufus,  the  great-grandfather  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  who  was  born  in  North  Branford, 
and  there  engaged  in  farming  throughout  life. 

Solomon  Linsley,  the  grandfather  of  George  C, 
was  born  Nov.  13,  1784,  and  died  at  the  age  of  six- 
ty-eight years.  On  Sept.  15,  1807,  he  married  Irene 
Stilson,  of  Litchfield  county.  Conn.,  who  was  born 
ALarch  23,  17S2,  and  died  June  25,  1868.  Their 
children  were  as  follows:  Edward  Alonzo,  born 
Jan.  30,  1809;  [Mary  Flavia.  born  Nov.  26,  18 10, 
married  Philctus  [Montague ;  Abigail  Rebecca,  born 
July   20,    1813,   married  Jonathan   Foote ;   Horatio 


Yale,  born  June  12,  1815,  died  in  infancy;  Eunice 
Stilson,  born  June  26,  18 16,  married  Henry  Plum- 
hly ;  Elizabeth,  Ixirn  Aug.  7,  1819,  married  George 
Walker;  Irene,  born  April  28,  1822,  was  the  wife  of 
William  Young,  of  [Middletown,  Conn.;  and  Solo- 
mon Harvey,  born  [March  23,  1824,  married  Julia 
Hay  den. 

Edward  Alonzo  Linsley  engaged  in  farming  in 
North  Branford  throughout  life,  though  when  a 
young  man  he  learned  the  trade  of  axe  making,  and 
when  George  C.  was  a  child  of  six  or  seven  years 
he  began  the  manufacture  of  those  implements  in 
North  Branford,  continuing  to  engage  in  the  busi- 
ness until  well  advanced  in  years.  He  wedded  Miss 
[Mary  Baldwin,  who  was  born  in  North  Branford, 
March  5,  18 14,  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Rhoda  (Car- 
ter) Baldwin,  and  died  Oct.  7,  1879.  Mr.  Linsley 
departed  this  life  in  April,  1874.  In  their  family 
were  four  children,  namely :  Charles,  who  died  at 
i  the  age  of  twenty-four  years ;  Levi,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  nine  years ;  George  C. ;  and  Ellen  A.,  now 
Mrs.  Payson  B.  Orcutt,  of  North  Haven. 

George  C.  Linsley,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  his  educa- 
tional advantages  were  such  as  the  district  schools 
of  the  neighborhood  afforded.  In  early  life  he  as- 
sisted his  father  in  the  operation  of  the  farm  and  in 
the  axe  factory,  but  since  the  latter's  death  has  de- 
voted his  energies  exclusively  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits with  good  results.  His  political  support  is 
given  to  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  for  the  past  sixteen  years  he  has  served 
as  junior  deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church  of 
North  Branford.  He  takes  a  deep  and  commenda- 
ble interest  in  everything  pertaining  to  the  public 
welfare  and  has  been  one  of  the  useful  and  valued 
citizens  of  his  community. 

Mr.  Linsley  has  been 'twice  married.  In  Fair 
Haven  he  wedded  Miss  Hetty  Ball,  who  died  leav- 
ing one  child,  Merwin  B.,  who  died  at  the  age  o£ 
twenty-one  years,  seven  months  and  eleven  days. 
On  June  4,  1878,  [Mr.  Linsley  was  married,  in  North 
Haven,  to  [Miss  Vernelia  A.  Smith,  a  daughter  of 
Ebenezer  and  [Mary  Ann  (Rogers)  Smith.  Her 
father  was  born  [March  17,  1802,  and  died  Dec.  20, 
1872.  The  mother  was  born  [May  18,  1S17,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Ebenezer  and  Rebecca  ([Munson)  Rogers, 
both  descendants  of  old  Colonial  families.  The 
Rogers  homestead  in  North  Branford  has  been 
owned  and  occupied  by  the  family  for  250  years, 
and  the  old  house  is  still  in  a  remarkable  state  of 
preservation.  [Mr.  and  [Mrs.  Linsley  have  two  chil- 
dren: Charles  S.,  born  [March  6,  1883;  and  Ernest 
C,  born  Dec.  3,  1889. 

FRANK  SEWARD,  president  of  the  M.  Seward 
&:  Son  Co.,  manufacturers  of  carriage  hardware,  is 
one  of  the  best  known  business  men  in  New  Haven, 
and  the  business  he*  represents  has  been  familiar  to 
the  people  of  the  city  for  several  decades.  [Mr. 
Seward  was  born  in  Plamden,  Conn.,  Sept.  28,  1842, 
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a  son  of  Moses  Seward,  the  founder  of  the  present 
corporation. 

Moses  Seward  was  born  in  Durham,  Coim.,  and 
passed  away  in  New  Haven,  in  March,  189 1,  aged 
seventy-six  years.  His  boyhood  was  spent  on  a 
farm  in  Durham,  Conn.,  and  early  in  Hfe  he  went 
to  VVallingford,  where  h.e  found  employment  in  a 
blacksmith  shop,  and  there  thoroughly  learned  that 
trade.  He  later  went  to  New  Haven  and  opened 
a  blacksmith  shop  there,  in  1850  building  a  factory 
on  Bristol  street,  which  was  the  beginning  of  the 
present  company,  known  as  the  M.  Seward  &  Son 
Co.  In  1863  the  firm  became  I\I.  Seward  &  Son, 
and  as  such  continued  until  Islr.  Seward  died,  at 
which  time  a  joint  stock  company  was  formed  by  the 
son,  Frank  Seward,  and  the  daughters.  In  early 
manhood  Aloses  Seward  married  Clarissa  E.  Col- 
burn,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Colburn,  a  foundryman 
and  iron  worker  in  Hamden,  Conn.  Six  children 
blessed  this  union,  of  whom  two,  Ellen  and  Ann, 
died  in  infancy.  Of  the  others,  Frank  is  our  subject ; 
Florence  married  George  T.  Culver,  a  native  of 
Wallingford,  but  a  resident  of  New  Haven ;  Kate 
married  George  E.  Hodson,  of  New  Haven;  and 
Carrie  married  Albert  L.  Colburn,  who  was  born 
in  Derby,  but  now  makes  his  home  in  New  Haven. 
Mrs.  Clarissa  E.  (Colburn)  Seward  entered  into 
rest  in  February,  1892.  Both  she  and  ^Nlr.  Seward 
were  faithful  followers  of  the  laws  of  the  Methodist 
Church.    In  his  political  faith  he  was  a  Democrat. 

Frank  Seward  was  but  a  child  when  his  parents 
removed  to  New  Haven,  so  that  practically  his  en- 
tire life  has  been  passed  within  this  city.  His  edu- 
cation was  obtained  in  various  private  schools  in  the 
city,  his  first  efforts  towards  a  higher  education  be- 
ing gained  in  the  school  of  ]\Iiss  Ives  and  Miss  Will- 
ard,  after  which  he  was  under  the  careful  tuition  of 
Miss  Jones,  and  a  little  later  the  Diswell  Avenue 
School,  andCen.  Palmer's  school.  From  the  school- 
room he  passed  into  his  father's  factory,  and  be- 
ginning on  the  lowest  round  of  the  ladder  began  to 
learn  all  the  details  of  the  business  he  was  one  day 
to  control.  He  paid  careful  attention  to  his  work, 
and  gradually  passed  upward  until  in  1863  he  was 
admitted  as  a  partner,  and  when  his  father's  death 
made  another  change  necessary,  he  was  chosen  as 
president  of  the  joint  stock  company,  so  eminently 
fitted  "was  he  by  training  and  by  natural  ability  to 
assume  charge  of  the  extensive  plan*". 

Mr.  Seward  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife,  Carrie  Dyer,  was  a  native  of  New  Haven,  and 
at  her  death  left  one  child,  Eva  L.,  now  the  wife 
of  Robert  E.  Peck.  ^i.  D.,  of  New  Haven.  In  1872 
Mr.  Seward  wedded  his  present  wife,  Minerva  M. 
Parmelee,  a  daughter  of  William  L.  Parmelce.  One 
child  has  been  born  of  this  union,  Herbert  F.,  who  is 
bookkeeper  for  his  father.  In  public  aft'airs  ^Ir. 
Seward  has  always  taken  great  interest,  and  has 
served  his  fellow  townsmen  in  i  number  of  offices; 
for  one  year  he  was  councilman  from  his  ward. 
Fraternally  he  belongs  to  Harmony  Lodge,  No.  5, 


I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  Olive  Branch  Lodge,  Westville,  F. 
I  &•  A.  M. ;  while  through  his  political  affiliations  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Repul)lican  League.  Religiously  he 
is  a  Methodist,  and  is  identified  with  the  First  M.  E. 
Church. 

HOADLEY  BRAY  IVES  (deceased).    This  is 
one  of  the  old  historic  names  of  New  England,  and 
has  been  represented  in  Connecticut  since  the  settle-    ! 
ment  of  William  Ives,  the  American  ancestor  of  the    i 
family,  in  the  Colony  as  early  as  1642.    The  various 
descendants  of  this  man  have  played  a  part  in  the    , 
making  of  a  great  nation,  and  Hoadley  Bray  Ive.>    \ 
was  no  unworthy  representative  of  the  name."     Mr.    1 
Ives  was  born  in  North  Haven,  in   1814,  a  son  of    ' 
William  Ives,  Jr.,  and  a  grandson  of  William  Ives, 
Sr.,  the   latter  a   farmer  of  IN'orth   Haven,   where 
he  spent  his  entire  life. 

William  Ives,  Jr.,  was  born  m  North  Haven, 
and  followed  farming  as  an  occupation.  He  died 
when  about  seventy-five  years  old.  His  wife  was 
born  in  East  Haven,  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five.  She  became  the  mother  of  five  children,  of 
whom  but  one,  a  daughter  who  resides  in  Iowa,  is 
now  living. 

Hoadley  B.  Ives  was  reared  in  North  Haven, 
and  was  early  set  to  learn  the  tin  trade,  but  he  ran 
!  away  from  his  employer,  and  was  employed  as  a 
■  clerk  in  a  grocery  in  New  Haven  until  he  was  nine- 
teen. At  that  age  he  set  up  in  the  grocery  business 
on  State  street,  and  after  a  feiv  years  moved  to 
Church  street,  and  there  purchased  two  buildings. 
He  was  quite  successful,  and  was  so  engaged  for  a 
number  of  years. Mr.  Ives  was  one  of  the  originators 
of  the  National  Savings  Bank,  and  filled  a  position 
;  in  it  as  treasurer  as  long  as  he  lived,  his  period  of 
active  work  as  treasurer  and  director  covering  some 
twenty-five  years.  Mr.  Ives  was  president  of  the 
Fair  Haven  and  Westville  Street  Railroad  Co.,  and 
saw  that  enterprise  grow  in  importance  until  it  has 
become  one  of  the  important  lines  of  this  part  of 
the  State.  His  death  occurred  March  19,  1894.  In 
his  politics  he  was  a  Republican,  and  for  three  years 
was  an  alderman;  eight  years  a  member  of  the 
Common  Council,  and  he  always  took  an  active  part 
in  all  the  affairs  of  the  city.  He  was  a  director  of 
the  Yale  National  Bank,  and  at  one  time  owned 
nearly  half  its  capital  stock,  being  intimately  asso- 
ciated v>'ith  all  its  important  transactions.  The 
house  which  was  his  home  for  many  years  was  built 
long  ago,  and  was  recently  thoroughly  remodeled 
under  his  widow's  personal  direction. 

On  ]May  25,  1S53,  Mr.  Ives  was  married  to  Mary 
E.  Fisher,  a  native  of  the  city  of  New  York,  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  M.  and  }^Iary  (Watrous)  Fisher, 
prominent  in  old  New  York  circles.  Daniel  M. 
Fisher  was  well  known  in  business  for  many  years 
in  the  metropolis,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years.  Mary  (Watrous)  Fisher  was  born  in  New 
York  of  French  Huguenot  extraction,  and  became 
the  mother  of  four  children,  of  whom  three  are  liv- 
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ing:  Mrs.  ]Mary  E.  Ives;  William  II.,  of  Orange, 
Conn. ;  Anna,  who  niarricil  Charles  Emerson.  i\lrs. 
Pisher  died  at  the  age  of  forty-one.  Both  she  and 
her  hushand  attended  the  Methodist  Church.  Mrs. 
Ives  attends  the  Christ  Church. 

Mrs.  Ives  began  a  tour  of  the  world  Feb.  6, 
1895,  and  was  away  from  home  two  and  a  half 
3'ears.  She  spent  one  month  in  Ceylon,  three 
months  in  India,  three  months  in  Japan,  and  made 
a  prolonged  stay  in  Italy,  where  her  health  was 
much  improved.  In  1895  ]\Irs.  Ives  gave  $10,000 
to  build  the  chancel  of  Christ  Church,  and  in  1899, 
l)cfore  her  last  trip  to  Europe,  gave  $2,000  for  the 
furnishing  of  the  new  ^Maternity  Hospital.  In  Au- 
gust, 1901,  she  made  a  donation  of  Sio.ooo  to  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  for  the  library,  and  the  interest  on 
.$5,000  with  which  to  buy  books  for  the  library, 
•this  money  to  be  given  them  at  her  death.  She  is 
a  woman  of  high  character  and  generous  spirit, 
-and  possesses  a  host  of  friends  in  the  community 
who  appreciate  her  good  qualities. 

AUGUST  MASCILMEYER,  one  of  the  leading 
'German^American  citizens  of  Aleriden  and  at  the 
present  time  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly, 
was  born  ne^ir  Hildesheim,  Hanover,  Germany,  Jan. 
14,  1843,  son  of  Edwara  INIaschmeyer.  The  father 
"was  born  in  that  place,  and  was  there  engaged  in  a 
_general  mercantile  business  very  successfully  until 
1854,  ^n  which  year  he  disposed  of  his  store  and 
-other  property  and  sought  a  home  for  himself  and 
family  in  the  United  States.  He  located  in  Hanover, 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  town  of  ]\Ieriden,  where 
he  was  employed  by  the  Meriden  Cutlery  Co.,  and 
later  in  the  Parker  shops  at  Yalesville.  At  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  \v'ar  he  enlisted  in  Company  H, 
6th  Conn.  V.  I.,  and  was  killed  Sept.  3,  1862,  by  the 
bursting  of  a  cannon  ;  he  was  buried  at  Hilton  Head, 
S.  C.  His  good  qualities,  industrious  habits  and 
manly  character  won  him  the  respect  of  his  em- 
ployers and  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  Mr. 
Maschmeyer  never  saw  his  wife  and  children  after 
bis  departure  for  the  United  States.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Hanover,  Germany,  to  Augusta  Horre,  who 
was  born  in  the  same  province  and  was  a  daughter 
■of  Carl  Horre,  surgeon.  The  widowed  mother  came 
to  this  country  in  1S66,  two  years  after  the  arrival 
of  her  son,  was  cared  for  by  her  children  until  her 
death,  and  was  buried  in  the  West  Cemetery,  ^leri- 
den.  A  good  Christian  woman,  she  bore  her  many 
sorrows  patiently  and  reared  a  good  family  all  of 
whom  are  living  in  this  country,  as  follows :  Au- 
i;i-ist ;  Hermine,  who  married  August  Melchoir ; 
Adolph,  an  engraver,  of  Meriden;  Johanna,  who 
married  Christian  Fisher ;  and  Emilie,  housekeeper 
for  August  and  Adolph. 

August  Maschmeyer  received  a  good  education 
in  Germany,  attending  public  and  private  school. 
There  he  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith,  and  fol- 
lowed same  until  his  coming  to  America.  He  was 
six  weeks  on  the  voyage  to  New  York,  which  he 


made  on  the  sailing  vessel  "Neptune."  For  about  a 
month  he  worked  as  a  mechanic,  securing  employ- 
ment at  once  through  the  intlucnce  of  friends.  Mr. 
Maschmeyer  had  relatives  in  Yalesville,  and  he 
made  his  way  to  that  point,  where  he  was  employed 
with  the  Meriden  Cutlery  Co.  six  years.  For  five 
years  he  was  in  the  Charles  Parker  factory,  and  in 
1877  began  business  as  a  wholesaler  and  retailer  of 
bottled  beer  and  other  goods.  This  business  he  car- 
ried on  very  successfully  for  eight  years,  and  then 
sold  out  to  retire  from  active  business.  Air.  ]Masch- 
meyer  still  takes  an  active  interest  in  his  property 
investments,  and  successfully  handles  his  own  af- 
fairs. He  has  a  fine  residence  in  North  avenue, 
]\leriden,  where  he  is  making  his  home  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  His  mother  was  cared  for  there  and  there 
also  other  members  of  the  family  have  made  their 
home. 

Air.  Alaschmeyer  was  a  Republican  up  to  the 
time  of  Horace  Greeley,  and  since  that  time  has 
been  a  Democrat.  In  1891  he  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Meriden  city  council,  and  is  now  a  member 
of  the  board  of  education  and  is  serving  his 
second  term  as  police  commissioner,  in  1900  he 
was  elected  to  represent  Meriden  in  the  General 
Assembly.  Mr.  Aiaschmeyer  is  highly  respected  in 
the  city  of  his  adoption.  At  one  time  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  German-American  board  of  education, 
and  he  is  now  a  member  of  the  German  Aid  Society. 
He  belongs  to  German  Order  Harugari  and  to  the 
Saengerbund. 

GEORGE  A.  ANDREWS,  a  prominent  agricul- 
turist and  influential  citizen  of  Cheshire,  is  a  worthy 
representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly 
respected  families  of  New  England.  The  first  to 
come  to  America  was  William  Andrews,  a  native  of 
Hampsworth,  England,  and  a  carpenter  by  occu- 
pation. He  was  one  of  the  fifty-three  persons  who 
shipped  with  Capt.  William  Cooper  on  the  "James," 
of  London,  from  Hampton,  England,  in  April,  1635, 
and  landed  in  Boston,  where  he  was  made  a  freeman 
the  same  year.  He  came  to  New  Haven  wdth  Rev. 
John  Davenport  and  others,  and  built  the  first  meet- 
ing house  there  in  1644.  He  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life  in  this  county,  and  died  in  East  Haven, 
March  4,  1676.  Fie  was  twice  married,  the  second 
time,  on  Dec.  7,  1665,  to  Anna  Gibbands,  daughter 
of  William  Gibbands,  who  was  colonial  secretary 
in  1657.  She  died  in  1701.  There  were  six  chil- 
dren born  of  the  first  marriage,  but  the  names  of  the 
daughters  are  unknown.  The  sons  were  William, 
who  was  born  in  England,  and  died  Jan.  3,  1663; 
Samuel,  born  in  England  in  1632,  and  died  Oct.  6, 
1704;  and  Nathan,  who  was  born  in  Boston  in  1638. 

(II)  Nathan  Andrews,  son  of  William,  accom- 
panied the  family  on  their  removal  to  New  Haven, 
and  in  1670  was  one  of  the  first  to  locate  in  the  town 
of  Wallingford,  his  home  being  on  Main  street, 
where  he  owned  a  house  and  land.  Fie  was  a  gocxl 
citizen  and  an  upright,  honorable  man,  who  died  in 
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1712,  and  was  buried  in  Walling-ford.  On  July  26, 
1686,  he  married  Elizabeth  JNIiles,  and  for  his  sec- 
ond wife  married  Hannah  Gibbons.  He  was  one 
of  the  twelve  selected  to  lay  the  foundation  for  the 
church  in  Wallingford,  and  was  one  of  its  active 
members.  His  children  were  Elizabeth,  born  April 
8,  1688;  Daniel  and  Tamar,  twins,  born  Aug.  15, 
1690,  the  former  of  whom  died  the  same  day,  the 
latter  Jan.  11,  1727;  Samuel,  who  was  born  Aug. 
15,  1691,  and  died  Jan.  31,  1727;  Daniel;  ]Vlary ; 
Jonathan ;  and  Abigail.  There  was  one  child  by  the 
second  marriage,  W  illiam. 

(HI)  Jonathan  Andrews,  son  of  Nathan,  spent 
his  entire  life  as  a  farmer  in  Wallingford,  and  his 
remains  were  interred  there.  He  was  an  earnest, 
consistent  Christian,  and  a  well  known  citizen  of 
his  native  town.  On  April  11,  1727,  he  married 
Jemima  Hotchkiss,  and  they  had  five  children,  whose 
names  and  dates  of  birth  were  as  follows :  Abel, 
Jan.  28,  172S;  Esther,  May  9,  1730;  ^lary,  Jan.  14, 
1734;  Daniel,  June  4,  1737;  and  Jemima,  Nov.  24, 
1740. 

(IV)  Abel  Andrews,  son  of  Jonathan,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Wallingford,  and  when  a  young  man 
came  to  Cheshire,  where  he  owned  land  and  success- 
fully engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock  raising. 
He  was  a  hard  working  man  and  a  faithful  Chris- 
tian. He  died  and  was  buried  in  Cheshire.  He 
was  twice  married,  and  by  the  first  wife  had  one 
child,  Sarah,  born  Eeb.  i,  1744.  On  Feb.  10,  1759, 
he  married  Letitia  Williams,  who  also  died  and  was 
buried  in  Cheshire.  By  this  union  there  were  five 
children :  Samuel,  Maria,  Abel,  Chauncey  and  Es- 
ther. 

(V)  Abel,  son  of  Abel,  Sr.,  and  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  a  life-long  resident  of  Cheshire, 
where  he  owned  considerable  property  and  exten- 
sively engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising.  He 
was  a  worthy  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  was  a  Democrat  in  politics.  His  remains  were 
interred  in  the  old  family  burying  ground  in  Chesh- 
ire. For  his  first  wife  he  married  Electa  Ashley, 
and  for  the  second  Roxana  Bunnell,  widow  of 
Moses  Blakeslee.  By  the  first  union  there  were 
children:  William;  Edward;  Alaria,  wife  of  Lem- 
uel Rice;  Horace,  who  died  young;  and  Eliza,  wife 
of  William  J.  Hubbard.  Horace,  the  only  child  by 
the  second  marriage,  is  still  living  in  Cheshire. 

(VI)  William  Andrews,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  .born,  reared  and  educated  in  Cheshire,  where 
he  attended  the  district  schools  and  aided  in  the  oper- 
ation of  the  home  fann.  On  starting  out  in  life  for 
himself  he  chose  the  occupation  of  farming,  and 
bought  100  acres  of  land  in  East  Cheshire,  known  as 
the  George  Stevens  farm,  upon  which  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  his  time  and  attention  being 
devoted  principally  to  farming  and  stock  raising. 
He  was  a  prominent  Democrat  of  his  town  and  held 
several  local  offices,  including  that  of  selectman. 
Religiously  he  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church.     He  died  Nov.  3,  1890,  at  the  ripe  old  age 


of  eighty-seven  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
family  burying  ground.  In  East  Haven  he  mar- 
ried Emaline  Chidsey,  a  native  of  that  place  and  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  Chidsey.  She,  too,  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  died  in  that 
faith  in  July,  1878,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years. 
The  father  possessed  a  rich  voice  and  was  a  good 
singer  in  early  life.  His  children  were  William  H., 
a  resident  of  New  Haven ;  John  A.,  who  died  after 
his  return  from  service  in  the  Civil  war;  and  George 
A.,  our  subject. 

(VTI)  George  A.  Andrews  was  born  April  12, 
1841,  and  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  Cheshire,  his 
education  being  obtained  i'n  its  district  schools  and 
the  Cheshire  Episcopal  Academy.  He  remained 
with  his  parents  upon  the  old  homestead,  and  since 
his  father's  death  has  owned  the  same.  He  has 
made  many  improvements  upon  the  place,  and  has 
always  devoted  his  energies  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  has  been  twice  married,  his  first  wife  be- 
ing Emaline  Tucker,  daughter  of  Elisha  Tucker,  by 
whom  he  had  three  children :  Georgie  Etta,  de- 
ceased; Hattie  ^I.,  wife  of  Dr.  Joseph  Seager,  of 
Havre  de  Grace,  Md. ;  and  Emma  Louise.  For  his 
second  wife  he  married  Abbie  J.  Potter,  a  native  of 
Hadley,  [Mass.,  and  a  daughter  of  Ephraim  and 
Delia  (Smith)  Potter,  representatives  of  an  old  and 
prominent  family  of  that  State.  She  is  a  lady  of  cul- 
ture' and  refinement,  and  presides  with  gracious 
dignity  over  her  home.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  of  Cheshire  Grange,  to 
which  latter  Mr.  Andrews  also  belongs.  He  affili- 
ates with  the  Democratic  party  but  cares  nothing 
for  the  honors  or  emoluments  of  public  office.  He 
and  his  wife  are  widely  and  favorably  known  and 
have  many  warm  friends  in  the  community  where 
they  reside. 

f 
ARTHUR  EDWIN  HOBSON,  superintendent 
of  the  International  Silver  Plating  Factory  at  Mer- 
iden,  was  born  in  Birmingham,  England,  Feb.  i, 
1857,  son  of  Edwin  Hobson,  of  Wallingford,  Conn., 
whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Hobson  came  to  this  country  with  his  par- 
ents, attended  the  district  schools  at  Wallingford,. 
where  they  made  their  home,  and  was  still  a  young 
boy  when  he  entered  the  factory  of  Simpson,  Hall 
&  Miller  to  learn  the  die-sinker's  trade  under  the 
instruction  of  his  father.  There  he  continued  until 
1880  when  he  removed  to  Boston  to  spend  a  year 
and  a  half  at  die-sinking.  At  the  expiration  of  that 
time  he  came  to  Meriden  to  follow  his  trade,  having 
a  position  in  the  Britannia  Ware  Co.'s  factory.  His 
next  engagement  was  with  a  silver  plating  factory 
at  Cromwell,  where  he  spent  three  years.  On  going 
to  I.  J.  Steane  &  Co..  New  York,  he  became  super- 
intendent, wliich  position  he  held  until  the  organ- 
ization of  the  International  Silver  Co.,  when  he  was 
retained  to  fill  same  position  in  factory  A.  This 
responsible  position  he  fills  with  credit  to  himself 
and  satisfaction  to  the  corporation.     Mr.  Hobscn  is. 
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a  mail  of  iiuich  intelligence,  modest,  and,  like  his 
father,  possesses  rare  al)ilit_\-.  A  self-educated  man, 
he  has  attained  liis  present  position  through  his  own 
efforts. 

^Ir.  Hobson  was  married  in  Wallingford  in 
1879,  to  Miss  Hattie  Church,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
Church.  She  is  a  laily  of  much  culture  and  retine- 
ment,  and  a  devoted  wife  and  mother.  To  them 
has  come  one  child,  Bertha,  who  is  a  charming 
joung  woman,  well  educated,  and  possessing  many 
gifts  and  graces.  She  is  at  home,  and  is  very  popu- 
lar in  the  social  circles  of  her  native  community. 

Mr.  Hobson  is  a  member  of  Washington  Lodge, 
No.  81,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Cromwell,  and  belongs  to 
Pythagoras  Chapter,  and  Wolcott  Council,  No.  i,at 
Hartford.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  though  in 
no  sense  a  politician.  He  served  two  terms  in  the 
common  council  at  Hartford  when  he  \;as  in  busi- 
ness in  that  city.  Domestic  in  his  habits  and  tastes, 
]\Ir.  Hobson  finds  much  delight  and  comfort  in  his 
home.  He  takes  much  satisfaction  in  his  automobile, 
owning  one  of  the  three  in  his  city.  I\Ir.  Hobson 
is  well  known  and  much  respected  in  the  community 
where  his  years  are  passing,  as  well  as  in  Hartford, 
and  other  places  where  he  has  been  employed.  In 
1901  he  made  a  trip  to  Europe,  in  which  he  com- 
bined business  with  pleasure. 

FRANKLIN  E.  SMITH  has  been  engaged  for 
the  last  twenty-five  years  in  the  livery  and  sales  busi- 
ness at  Waterbury,  and  in  that  time  has  won  for  him- 
self an  enviable  reputation  as  an  upright  and  honora- 
ble man.  As  a  horse  dealer  he  has  bought  and  sold 
some  of  the  best  animals  driven  on  the  streets  of 
Waterbury.  He  is  a  popular  man  with  the  public, 
and  has  long  been  favored  with  a  good  patronage. 
Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  Middlebury,  Conn.,  April 
25,  1842,  and  Horatio  N.  Smith,  his  father,  was  born 
in  Naugatuck,  Conn.,  and  died  in  Middlebury  about 
thirty-five  years  ago.  Elisha  Smith,  the  grandfather 
of  Franklin  E.,  was  a  native  of  Naugatuck,  and  fol- 
lowed the  avocation  of  a  blacksmith. 

Horatio  N.  Smith  was  reared  in  Naugatuck. 
where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  under 
the  instructions  of  his  father,  and  when  a  young 
man  followed  his  trade  in  Middlebury.  There  for 
a  time  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  car- 
riages, but  when  he  died  was  doing  a  straight  black- 
smith business.  Maria  Booth,  his  wife,  was  born 
in  Middlebury,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Lewis  Booth,  a 
well  known  farmer  of  that  community.  She  died  in 
i8<j8,  the  mother  of  seven  children:  Frederick  L. ; 
Franklin  E. ;  Perry  E. ;  Charles  B. ;  Horatio  N.; 
Annie;  and  Emma.  Frederick  L.  is  a  blacksmith 
in  Seymour,  Conn.  Perry  is  a  farmer  in  Middlebury, 
where  Horatio  is  engaged  in  the  butcher  business. 
Charles  B.  Is  dead.     Annie  married  George  Curtis 
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and  lives  in  Torrington.     Emma  died  unmarried. 

I-rankliu  h".  Smitii  spent  his  Ijoyhood  and  youth 
on  the  farm  in  .Middlebury  until  he  readied  the  age 
of  nineteen  years.     During  these  years  he  had  ai- 


lended  the  local  schools  and  acquired  a  very  fair 
preparation  for  an  active  business  life.  At  nineteen 
he  went  to  New  liaven  and  drove  stage  to  Ansonia 
for  some  four  years,  and  he  was  driver  for  a 
bottling  firm  at  Seymour,  Conn.,  for  five  years. 
At  Woodbridge,  Conn.,  the  young  man  worked  in  a 
hotel  for  a  year  and  was  in  the  horse  business  at 
Aleriden  for  another  year.  In  1875  ^Ir.  Smith  came 
to  Waterbury,  and  this  city  has  been  his  home  to 
the  present  time.  For  some  months  he  held  the  po- 
sition of  foreman  in  a  livery  barn,  and  in  1876  he 
set  up  a  livery  barn  for  himself.  In  this  enterprise 
he  has  been  highly  successful,  and  for  almost  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century  has  kept  one  of  the  leading  establish- 
ments of  the  kind  in  the  city.  His  business  is  that 
of  a  livery,  sales  and  boarding  stable,  but  principally 
he  does  a  livery  and  boarding  stable  trade. 

On  Jan.  28,  1886,  ^^Ir.  Smith  and  Mrs.  Nettie 
L'mberfield  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Smith 
was  born  in  Waterbury,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Capt. 
James  Grannis.  To  this  union  no  children  have 
been  born.  ^Ir.  Smith  is  an  independent  in  political 
matters,  and  he  and  his  wife  attend  St.  John's 
Episcopal  Church,  to  which  he  is  drawn  by  ances- 
tral ties. 

LAWRENCE  BRUCE.  The  successful  career 
of  the  subject  of  the  present  review  is  pleasant  to 
trace,  as  it  is  that  of  a  worthy,  upright  and  enter- 
prising citizen,  always  willing  on  the  way  to  lend  a 
helping  hand  to  those  more  needy  than  himself, 
though  never  more  deserving. 

Lawrence  Bruce  is  a  native  of  the  Scottish  High- 
lands, born  in  Forgandenny,  Perthshire,  Scotland, 
June  30,  1840,  a  son  of  James  and  Anna  (Bane) 
Bruce,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Dunkell  par- 
ish, and  after  a  whole  life  passed  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, died  in  Burntisland,  Fifeshire.  Lawrence 
Bruce  is  fourth  in  a  family  of  eight  children,  and 
his  two  brothers,  Edward  and  James,  also  came  to 
the  United  States.  Receiving  only  the  limited 
schooling  afforded  in  the  local  schools,  Air.  Bruce 
early  engaged  in  work  on  his  father's  farm,  but  the 
family  grew  beyond  the  needs  of  the  farm  and  our 
subject  sought  other  remunerative  employment. 

In  1872,  while  looking  for  something  of  a  per- 
manent nature,  Mr.  Bruce  was  engaged  by  Simon 
Beatty  to  accompany  a  consignment  of  heavy  draft 
horses  to  Canada.  Mr.  Beatty  was  a  very  large  im- 
porter of  these  horses  and  young  Bruce  gladly  ac- 
cepted the  offer,  desiring,  as  every  young  and  am- 
bitious man  should,  to  see  something  of  the  world 
beyond  the  home  environment.  Safely  making  the 
trip,  he  landed  at  Quebec,  and  then  made  his  way 
to.  the  farming  district  near  Toronto,  where  he  was 
employed  for  a  year  in  agricultural  work,  pursuing 
the  same  in  the  Province  of  Quebec  for  the  suc- 
ceeding four  years. 

In  1877  Mr.  Bruce  came  across  the  !)oi-der  into 
the  United  States  and  went  to  Jasper  county,  luwa, 
where  he  took  charge  of  a  large  ranch,  consisting  of 
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1,240  acres,  as  foreman  (tliis  land  being  utilized  as 
a  stock  farm),  and  remained  at  this  place  some  two 
years.  His  experience  was  such  that  he  had  no  dif- 
ficulty in  securing-  his  next  engagement,  tin's  being 
with  James  J.  Mebb,  a  large  dairy  farmer  of  Ham- 
den,  Conn.,  and  as  foreman  here,  with  a  lumiber  of 
men  and  the  care  of  sevcnty-tive  cows,  2\Ir.  Bruce 
remained  four  years,  giving  to  Mr.  Webb  this  faith- 
ful service  which  insured  the  success  of  the  model 
farm  upon  which  its  owner  prided  himself.  P'ollow- 
ing  this  engagement  Mr.  Bruce  came  to  North  Ha- 
ven, where  he  rented  the  Col.  Warner  farm,  adjoin- 
ing his  present  place  on  the  north.  This  farm  he 
conducted  until  he  purchased  his  home  in  1882,  with 
four,  acres  of  land,  this  being  locally  known  as  the 
Dr.  Stillman  place.  In  18S3  he  added  twenty-seven 
acres  to  the  original  purchase,  from  the  Col.  War- 
ner farm.  This  makes  a  very  charming  home,  but 
Mr.  Bruce  is  so  busy  with  his  other  line  of  work- 
that  he  devotes  but  little  time  to  its  cultivation.  In 
1881  Mr.  Bruce  began  contracting,  and  is  the  only 
one  in  his  line  in  North  Haven,  and  has  most  suc- 
cessfully pursued  it  for  the  past  twenty-one  years, 
his  motto  being  first  class  work  at  lowest  possible 
price,  the  work  consisting  of  the  building  of  mac- 
adam roads,  bridges,  culverts,  excavating,  etc.,  and 
his  men  and  teams  are  never  idle.  The  macadam- 
ized road  in  North  Haven  from  Old  Cemetery  to 
State  street,  which  is  considered  by  experts  to  be 
one  of  the  finest  pieces  of  work  in  the  State,  is  an 
example  of  his  skill. 

Mr.  Bruce  was  married  in  the  Province  of  Que- 
bec, Canada,  to  Jane  Duff,  a  native  of  Canada,  and 
two  children  have  been  born  of  this  union :  Jennie 
Maud,  who  is  a  bookkeeper  for  the  American  Agri- 
cultural Chemical  Co.,  North  Haven,  Conn. ;  and 
Lawrence  W.,  a  student  of  civil  and  electrical  en- 
gineering. A  stanch  Republican,  when  approached 
with  offers'  of  political  preferment,  he  answers  that 
he  is  too  busy  to  hold  office,  the  only  one  he  has  con- 
sented to  fill  being  that  of  highway  surveyor.  So- 
cially Mr.  Bruce  is  connected  with  the  North  Haven 
Grange  and  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of 
"United  Workmen.  His  religious  views  are  liberal, 
and  he  is  one  of  the  most  highly  esteemed  men  in 
North  Haven.  His  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond, 
and  his  generosity  and  liberality  to  his  employes  have 
endeared  him  to  them  all,  although  he  is  a  man  of 
thorough  business  habits. 

EDWARD  THOMAS  TURNER  (deceased) 
was  born  in  Northfield,  Conn..  ]\Iarch  21,  1S35.  He 
was  the  youngest  of  the  eight  children  born  to 
Eber  and  Melita  (Wilmot)  Turner,  both  natives  of 
Connecticut.  He  spent  his  youth  upon  the  farm 
and  attended  the  schools  of  his  native  town.  Early 
in  life  he  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade,  but  did 
not  think  it  profitable  enough  to  follow,  so  went 
into  manufacturing  at  Northfield.  Three  years 
later,  in  company  with  a  party  of  several  young  men, 
he  started  for  the  gold  fields,  but  returned  after  be- 


ing out  three  months.  For  a  short  time  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  dry  goods  business  in  Plainville,  and 
in  1803  went  to  Waterbury,  where,  in  company  with 
W  illiam  Newton,  he  engaged  in  the  same  business 
in  the  old  Arcade  building  under  the  firm  name  of 
Newtcn  &  Turner.  .\t  t'lie  end  of  two  years,  ]\Ir. 
Turner  purchased  his  partner's  interest,  and  re- 
moved to  the  Lathrop  block  en  Bank  St.,  where  his 
business  steadily  increased,  until  it  necessitated  a 
removal  to  more  commodious  quarters.  According- 
ly, in  1874,  he  purchased  from  Benedict  &  Burnham, 
the  building  formerly  occupied  by  them  as  a  dry- 
goods  store,  and  removed  to  that  building.  The 
firm  was  later  known  as  E.  T.  Turner  &  Co.,  iMr. 
H.  A.  Skidmore  being  admitted  as  a  partner  in  1S81, 
remaining  in  it  until  1894,  and  Charles  E.  Turner, 
Mr.  Turner's  only  son,  was  admitted  into  the  firm 
in  ^lay,  1890. 

i\Ir.  Turner  was  president  of  the  Fourth  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Waterbury,  treasurer  of  the  Con- 
necticut Electric  Company  and  member  of  its  board 
of  directors.  He  always  took  a  deep  interest  in 
public  affairs,  and  did  much  to  advance  the  welfare 
of  the  city  of  Waterbury.  Mr.  Turner  was  a  zeal- 
ous Republican,  and  served  the  city  as  councilman 
and  alderman.  He  was  elected  in  1883  to  represent 
the  Fifth  district  in  the  State  Senate,  and  there 
rendered  efficient  service  as  a  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  Banks.  Deeply  interested  in  Masonry  he 
had  been  advanced  to  the  Knig'ht  Templar  and 
Scottish  Rite  degrees,  and  he  was  a  trustee  of  the 
Masonic  Temple  of  Waterbury. 

On  June  4,  1856,  }vlr.  Turner  married  ]Miss  Jane 
E.  Hubbard,  a  native  of  Watertown,  Conn.,  by 
whom  he  had  two  children:  Charles  E.,  who  mar- 
ried Kate  E.  Seymour,  and  Edith,  married  to  George 
A.  Ailing,  of  New  Haven.  . 

Mr.  Turner  died  Dec.  2.  1891.  A  man  of  ster- 
ling worth,  he  was  deeply  mourned  in  the  commun- 
ity in  wdiich  he  was  so  well  known. 

FREDERICK  WUTERICH,  agent  for  the 
Henrv  Ellis  Brewing  Co.,  of  New  York,  and  bottler 
and  wholesale  dealer  in  beer,  is  a  well  known  busi- 
ness man  of  iMeriden,  and  possesses  the  esteem  of  the 
community.  He  was  one  of  the  first  of  his  country- 
men to  locate  in  this  city,  and  is  prominent  in  many 
successful  German  organizations. 

Mr.  Wuterich  was  born  in  the  town  of  Mezingen 
O.  B.  Urach,  Wurtembcrg,  Germany,  Feb.  29.  1837, 
son  of  Jacob  Frederick  Wuterich.  a  native  of  the 
same  place.  The  latter's  grandfather  was  a  soldier 
under  Napoleon  at  the  siege  of  ^Vloscow.  survived 
that  memorable  campaign,  and  received  a  gold  medal 
which  he  cherished  until  his  death  and  which  is  an 
heirloom  in  the  family.  Jacob  F.  Wuterich  was  a 
machinist  by  trade,  operating  his  own  shop,  which 
he  successfully  managed  until  his  death,  in  1852. 
Like  all  the  family  he  was  a  Lutheran,  and  was  a 
good  and  worthy  man.  He  married  Mary  Kaechele, 
a  native  of  his  locality  and  they  had  eight  children, 
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-all  of  whom  have  followed  her  to  the  other  world 
except  three :  Frederick ;  Katie,  who  married  Fred- 
erick Beerman,  and  resides  in  Webster  City,  Iowa; 
and  Christian,  wlio  lives  in  INIeriden. 

Frederick  W'uterich  received  an  excellent  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Germany,  and  engaged 
in  work  in  the  machine  shop  of  his  father.  In  the 
year  following  the  latter's  death,  when  only  sixteen 
years  old,  he  left  Germany,  crossing  the  ocean  in 
the  sailing  vessel  "Rhine,"  with  800  other  passen- 
gers, and  landed  in  New  York  after  a  voyage  of 
forty  days.  Although  a  stranger  in  a  strange  land, 
young  Wuterich  soon  found  some  of  his  own  coun- 
trymen, and  being  most  willing  and  energetic  suc- 
ceeded in  finding  work  at  his  trade,  remaining  in 
New  York  six  months.  On  going  from  there  to 
Connecticut  he  located  at  Glastonbury,  in  Hartford 
county,  and  a  short  time  later,  April  i,  1854,  came 
to  Tracv,  in  the  town  of  Wallingford.  There  he 
■entered  the  auger  factory,  where  he  remained  hard 
at  work  imtil  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  so  dis- 
turbed business  that  the  factory  was  closed.  Mr. 
Wuterich  then  went  to  Pittsburg,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed in  a  gun  shop,  going  thence  to  the  govern- 
ment shops  in  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  and  from  there  six 
•months  later  to  Meriden.  Here  he  entered  the  auger 
factory  of  the  Jennings  Griffin  Hardware  Co.,  and 
•continued  with  that  firm  for  a  long  time,  being  for 
twenty-five  years  the  foreman  in  the  finishing  de- 
partment. He  gave  complete  satisfaction,  and  left 
only  in  order  to  enter  another  business. 

After  closing  his  long  and  profitable  connection 
with  the  factory,  ^Ir.  W'uterich  bought  out  the  in- 
terest of  John  Bario,  bottler  and  wholesaler,  in 
East  Main  street,  and  conducted  that  business  four 
years,  selling  it  to  take  charge  cf  the  "Byxbe  House" 
cafe  and  saloon,  which,  four  years  after,  he  also  sold. 
He  then  bought  the  interest  of  Mr.  Oefinger  in  the 
bottling  and  wholesale  trade,  and  accepted  the 
agency  of  the  Henry  Ellis  Brewing  Co.,  of  New 
York,  which  he  still  conducts  with  excellent  success. 

Mr.  Wuterich  was  one  of  the  first  German  set- 
tlers in  Aleriden  and  vicinity,  and  was  one  of  the 
prominent  movers  in  the  organization  of  the  Ger- 
man Mutual  Aid  Society,  and  also  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  German  schools  and  the  Lutheran 
Church,  to  all  of  which  organizations  he  has 
given  largely,  both  of  time  and  means,  and  much 
credit  is  due  him  for  his  liberality.  Before  the 
Civil  war  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  since  that 
struggle  he  has  been  an  ardent  Republican,  and 
is  very  active  in  the  councils  of  the  party,  hav- 
ing unbounded  influence  with  his  fellow-coun- 
trymen, who  regard  him  with  perfect  confidence. 
Mr.  W'uterich  is  of  a  genial,  social  nature,  and  en- 
joys membership  with  various  clubs  and  orders,  be- 
ing one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Elks  in  thi.s 
community;  has  been  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
since  1868 ;  and  is  prominent  in  the  Gennr.n  social 
clubs,  the  Saengerbund  and  the  Turnverein. 

Mr.    Wuterich's    marriage    took    place    in    East 


Hartford,  Conn.,  the  bride  being  Miss  Frederika 
Handel,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  daughter  of 
Philip  A.  Handel,  a  prominent  farmer  of  East  Hart- 
1  ford.  To  this  union  have  been  born  twelve  children, 
seven  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the  survivors  being: 
Paulina,  a  dressmaker  by  trade,  married  Louis 
Schlayer,  of  Southington ;  Emma  married  Stanley 
Jarvis,  of  Tracy,  Conn. ;  Philip  A.  occupies  the  po- 
sition of  paymaster  with  the  Charles  Parker  Co. ; . 
Josie  is  a  popular  music  teacher  of  ^leriden ;  ]Min- 
nie  is  a  student  at  the  State  Norman  School.     Our 

■  subject  enjoys  the  esteem  of  the  public  generally, 
and  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial  citizens 
of  Meriden,  where  he  is  respected  for  his  public 
spirit  and  his  acknowledged  integrity. 

Philip  A.  Handel,  Mrs.  Wuterich's  father,  was 
born  in  W'urtemberg,  Germany,  in  1813,  son  of 
Philip  Handel,  a  hotel  proprietor  and  prominent  man 
in  his  locality.  His  early  training  was  all  in  the 
line  of  farm  work.  On  reaching  man's  estate  he 
married  Christina  Decker,  who  proved  a  noble  help- 

!  meet.  Accompanied  by  his  son,  Christian,  and 
daughter,  Frederika,  ^Ir.  Handel  came  to  America, 
and  the  mother  followed  two  years  later,  after  the 
father  had  found'  steady  employment  In  January, 
1854,  he  went  to  Glastonbun,-,  Conn.,  where  he 
worked  for  a  time  in  a  shoddy  factory,  and  in  1856 
he  located  in  Naubuc  (then  called  Curtisville), 
where  he  found  employment  in  a  spoon  and  spectacle 
factory  for  some  time.    In  1857  he  purchased  a  farm 

:  in  East  Hartford,  eight  years  later  built  the  dwell- 
ing thereon,  and  he  also  put  up  the  barn  and 
other  outbuildings  that  improved  the  place  to  the 
extent  of  making  it  one  of  the  finest  in  the  town. 
There  he  made  his  home  until  his  death,  Jan.  i, 
1880.  In  1863  Mr.  Handel  made  a  ten  months'  visit 
to  his  old  home  in  Germany.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat.  In  business,  honorable,  industrious  and 
upright,  he  left  his  wife  and  family  well  provided 
for  by  the  labors  of  his  own  hands.  He  was  pro- 
gressive and  public-spirited,  and  an.xious  to  see  his 
town  well  abreast  of  the  times.  His  good  wife,  who 
survived  him  but  six  months,  bctre  him  the  follow- 
ing children:  (i)  Frederika  is  the  wife  of  Freder- 
ick W'uterich,  of  Meriden.  (2)  Jacob.  (3)  Chris- 
tian a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Hockanum.  Hartford 
Co.,  Conn.,  who  now  owns  the  large  tobacco  farm  of 
his  father,  P.  A.  Handel ;  he  married  Paulina  W'uter- 
ich, since  deceased,  and  has  nine  children,  Edward, 
Bertha,  Rosa,  Mary,  Christian  F.,  Albert,  Pauline, 
William  and  Florence.  (4)  Paulina  is  the  wife  of 
Charles   Sorries,   of  South   Meriden.      (5)     Louise 

■  married  Charles  Youch,  of  Hockanum.  (6)  Gott- 
leib  lives  in  East  Hartford.  (7)  Emma  married 
Joseph  Hirth,  of  Hartford.  (8)  Bertha,  (q)  Katie 
is  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Fulton,  of  Hartford. 

CAPT.   EDGAR   S.   DOW^E   has   been   promi- 
nently  identified   with   marine   interests   during  his 
residence  in  New  Haven,  which  now  covers  a  period 
'  of  over  twenty-two  years.     Quite  naturally  he  has 
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also  been  interested  in  harbor  facilities  and  im- 
provements, and  he  is  equally  well  known  as  harbor 
inspector  and  as  president  of  the  New  Haven  Tow- 
ing Company. 

The  Captain  is  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  born 
Dec.  12,  1858,  on  Roanoke  Island,  where  the  family 
has  long  held  valuable  property.  His  grandfather, 
William  Dowe,  was  born  in  the  same  place,  and 
passed  all  his  life  in  the  cultivation  of  his  large  es- 
tate, being  one  of  the  well  known  planters  of  that 
section.  He  owned  slaves,  all  of  whom  returned  to 
him  after  the  Civil  war.  William  Dowe  lived  to 
the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  He  and  his  wife,  Alice, 
had  a  family  of  eight  children,  two  of  whom  still 
survive,  Walter  (father  of  our  subject)  and  Chester. 
Three  died  while  serving  in  the  Civil  war.  Airs. 
Dowe  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Walter  Dowe  was  born  on  Roanoke  Island, 
where  he  is  still  living  on  a  farm.  He  became  a 
sailor,  was  master  of  a  vessel  plying  to  the  West 
Indies,  and  followed  marine  life  until  1861,  when 
his  vessel  was  used  to  help  form  a  blockade,  and  he 
retired  from  that  calling.  Air.  Dowe  owned  the 
territory  on  which  Fort  Raleigh  (established  bv  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh)  was  located,  and  recently  sold  it 
to  a  historical  society.  He  is  a  Democrat,  and  has 
throughout  his  entire  life  been  a  leader  in  local  poli- 
tics and  public  afifairs  generally,  serving  as  county 
commissioner  and  justice  of  the  peace.  Always  a 
great  reader,  he  has  become  well  informed  and  in- 
creased the  capabilities  of  a  naturally  intelligent 
mind,  and  his  services  have  been  highly  acceptable. 
Walter  Dowe  married  Aliss  Margaret  Aleekins,  who 
was  born  on  Roanoke  Island,  one  of  the  two  chil- 
dren of  W^illiam  Meekins,  a  farmer,  who  spent  his 
entire  life  there :  he  died  of  cholera.  Three  chil- 
dren came  to  this  union,  Blanche  (who  married 
William  Forbes,  at  present  in  the  South),  Edgar  S. 
and  Thomas.  The  mother  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
eight.  She  attended  the  Baptist  Church,  as  does 
also  Mr.  Dowe,  and  both  were  interested  in  the 
work  of  the  church,  and  very  hospitable  to  its  min- 
isters. 

Edgar  S.  Dowe  passed  his  early  life  on  Roanoke 
Island,  and  received  his  education  there.  During 
his  youth  and  early  manhood  he  began  ma- 
rine life  as  engineer,  in  which  capacity  he 
was  engaged  three  years,  finally  receiving 
promotion  to  captain.  Capt.  Dowe  early  began  tow- 
ing, and  has  been  engaged  in  that  particular 
line  ever  since  coming  to  New  Haven,  in 
1879.  Since  1880  he  has  been  connected  with  the 
New  Haven  Towing  Company,  entering  their  em- 
ploy as  engineer,  and  two  years  later  became  cap- 
tain. In  1882  he  was  made  pilot,  buying  an  interest 
in  1887,  and  he  has  also  run  the  "James  H.  Hogan." 
Capt.  Dowe  has  been  active  in  promoting  every  en- 
terprise for  the  benefit  of  vesselmen,  and  improve- 
ment of  the  harbor.  He  acted  several  years  as 
deputy  harbormaster,  served  two  years  as  member 
of  the  board  of  harbor  commissioners,  by  appoint- 


ment of  the  governor,  and  was  elected  inspector  by 
that  board,  which  position  he  still  holds,  giving  emi- 
nent satisfaction  in  every  incumbcncv.  Though  in- 
terests affecting  his  business  have  received  special 
attention,  the  Captain  has  shown  himself  just  as 
ready  to  give  his  time  to  affairs  affecting  the  gen- 
eral welfare  of  his  adopted  city,  and  his  fellow  citi- 
zens have  honored  him  by  choosing  him  as  their 
representative  more  than  once.  He  was  councilman 
from  1895  to  1898,  and  served  a  two  years  term  as 
alderman,  during  which  time  he  was  aldermanic 
member  of  the  board  of  finance  three  years,  a  fact 
which  speaks  highly  for  his  judgment,  ability  and 
integrity  as  a  business  man.  Our  subject  gives  his 
political  allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party. 

On  June  29,  188 1,  Capt.  Dowe  married  in  New 
Britain,  Conn.,  Aliss  Edith  Augusta  Church,  who 
was  born  in  East  Haven.  Her  father,  Daniel  AI. 
Church,  now  deceased,  was  a  steeple  builder,  and 
put  up  fourteen  steeples  in  Connecticut.  Airs. 
Church  is  also  deceased.  They  had  a  family  of 
five  children,  four  now  living :  Sarah  Frances- 
widow  of  William  H.  Thompson ;  James,  of  East 
Haven ;  AUie  J.,  wife  of  John  P.  Hemingway,  of 
New  Britain,  Conn. ;  and  Edith  A.,  Airs.  Dowe,  who 
is  the  youngest.  The  Captain  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Chtirch  at  East 
Haven,  and  at  oaie  time  were  identified  with  the 
Christian  Endeavor  Society.  Capt.  Dowe  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  New  England  Order  of  Protection.  He 
formerly  affiliated  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Engineers  Association. 

DRYDEN  WILLIAAI  PHELPS.  The  Phelps 
genealogy  is  traced  as  follows  :  (I)  William  Phelps, 
son  of  William  and  Dorothy,  of  Tewkesbury,  Glou- 
cestershire, England,  born  there  in  1599,  with  his 
wife,  Elizabeth,  and  six  children,  and  his  brother, 
George,  then  unmarried,  sailed  from  Portsmouth. 
England,  in  the  spring  of  1630  in  the  ship  "Alary 
and  John,"  140  passengers,  for  New  England,  where 
the  company  settled.  They  were  the  founders  of 
Dorchester,  Alass.  William  Phelps  took  an  active 
part  in  the  new  settlement,  and  held  a  number  of 
offices,  being  several  times  a  deputy  to  the  General 
Court.  In  the  fall  of  1635  he  and  his  family,  with 
his  brother  George,  went  with  the  company  headed 
by  Rev.  Air.  Warham,  and  settled  Windsor,  Conn. 
Airs.  Phelps  died  that  year,  and  in  1638  Air.  Phelps 
married  Alary  Dover,  who  died  Nov.  27,  1675.  Air. 
Phelps  died  in  Windsor  July  14,  1672,  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  highly  respected  men  in  the 
Colony. 

(II)  Joseph  Phelps,  son  of  William  the  settler, 
born  in  England  about  1629,  married  (first)  in 
1660  Hannah  Newton,  who  died  in  Simsbury.  Jos- 
eph resided  in  Windsor  until  his  death,  in  1684. 

(III)  Joseph  Phelps  (2),  son  of  Josenh,  borrt 
Aug.  2,  1667,  married  (first)  Alary  Collier,  born  in 
Hartford,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (San- 
ford)   Collier,  and  died  in  1697  in  Simsbury.     Air. 
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riielps  settled  in  Simsbury  and  was  one  of  its  most 
inlliK'iitial  citizens,  was  justice  of  the  peace  many 
voars  and  served  in  the  General  Assembly  from  1709 
to  17-27-     He  died  Jan.  20,  1750. 

(IV)  Joseph  Phelps  ( 3 ) ,  son  of  Joseph  ( 2) ,  born 
Oct.  9,  1689.  married  (first )  in  1714  Rebecca  North, 
Lorn  in  i(')93,  who  was  the  mother  of  his  children, 
and  died  Nov.  8,  1732.  He  was  a  farmer  and  set- 
tled in  Turkey  Hills,  near  East  Granby.  He  died  in 
June,  1763. 

(V)  Elijah  Phelps,  son  of  Joseph  (3),  born  May 
II,  1720,  married  Esther,  born  in  1718,  daughter  of 
Daniel  Kent,  and  settled  in  Turkey  Hills.  He  died 
in  1795,  and  his  wife  in  1797. 

(VI)  Judah  Phelps,  son  of  Elijah,  born  [May  12, 
1750,  married  in  1778  Abigail  Bishop,  born  Aug. 
18,  1758,  settled  in  Suffield,  and  proljably  lived  for 
a  time  in  Granby.  He  died  in  Sufheld  Oct.  6,  181S, 
and  his  wife  died  there  Dec.  17,  1845.  ^^^-  Phelps 
served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  enlisting  Oct. 
23,  1775,  in  the  7tli  Company,  Capt.  Abel  Pettibone, 
Col.   Josiah   Spencer's   Regiment. 

(VH)  Israel  Phelps,  son  of  Judah,  born  Oct.  20, 
1782,  in  Granby,  Conn.,  married  May  28,  1806, 
Mercy  Stevens,  born  Feb.  26,  1785,  in  Suffield, 
Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Phineas  and  iNIercy  (Root) 
Stevens.  Mr.  Phelps  settled  in  Granby,  Conn.,  re- 
siding there  up  to  1815,  when  he  removed  to  Suf- 
field, Conn.,  and  there  died  Jan.  3,  1827.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  him  were:  ]\Iercy  [Maria,  born  Aug. 
7,  1807,  died  July  23,  1843,  unmarried;  Emily,  born 
June  I,  1809,  married  Josiah  Rockwood,  and  died 
March  5,  1900;  Israel  Cromwell,  born  July  3,  1811, 
married  Teresa  Rising  and  died  July  10,  1855  ;  Julia 
Ann,  born  April  26,  1814,  married  Josiah  Parsons 
Kent,  and  died  Aug.  19,  18S2 ;  Rev.  S.  Dryden,  born 
[May  15,  1816,  is  mentioned  below;  Judson  Root, 
bom  July  17,  1818,  married  Frances  Lovisa  Noble, 
and  died  April  10,  1861  ;  Newell,  born  Aug.  15,  1820, 
died  Sept.  16,  1822 ;  Apollos  Newell,  born  Aug.  2, 
1822,  married  Sarah  A.  Ketcham,  and  died  March 
10,  1886. 

(VIII)  Rev.  Sylvanus  Dryden  Phelps,  D.  D.. 
'the  fifth  child  of  Israel  and  Mercy  Phelps,  was  a 
man  of  great  prominence  and  w^as  closely  identified 
with"  educational  as  well  as  theological  matters 
throughout  Connecticut.  [Mr.  Phelps  taught  the 
Connecticut  Literary  Institution  at  Sutfield,  Conn., 
and  in  the  academy  of  Southwick,  [Mass.  After  be- 
ing graduated  from  Brown  University  he  pursued 
the  study  of  theolog}',  and  was  graduated  from  the 
Yale  Divinity  School  in  1847,  receiving  his  license 
to  preach,  however,  in  1840.  After  supplying  the 
First  Baptist  Church  in  [New  Haven  for  about  a 
year  he  was  ordained  pastor  there,  Jan  21,  1846, 
a  relation  that  closed  Dec.  7,  1873.  During  1874-76 
he  was  pastor  of  the  Jefferson  Street  Church,  in 
Providence,  R.  I.  In  1876  he  became  editor  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  Christian  Secretary,  which  was  pub- 
lished in  Hartford,  Conn.,  continuing  so  for  twelve 
years;  and  also  published  several  books  of  poems 


and  other  literary  works.  He  spent  some  time  trav- 
eling abroad  through  the  Holy  Land,  Egypt  and  the 
East,  in  connection  with  which  he  published  "The 
Holy  Land,  with  Glimpses  of  Europe  and  Iigypt,  A 
Year's  Tour."  In  1879  Rev.  Dr.  Phelps  became  a 
trustee  of  Brown  University,  from  which  he  had 
graduated  in  1844.  Finally  he  returned  to  New 
Haven,  living  at  No.  44  High  street,  where  he  died 
Nov.  23,  1895.  He  married  Sophia  Emilia  Linsley, 
a  native  of  Stratford,  Conn.  Their  children  were 
all  born  in  New  Haven,  as  follows :  Sophia  Lyon, 
born  May  24,  1848,  died  Feb.  21,  187 1,  unmarried. 
Dryden  William,  born  [March  16,  1854,  was 
educated  at  Yale  College ;  was  licensed  to  preach  in 
1876;  graduated  from  Brown  University  in  1877; 
passed  two  years  in  the  Hartford  Theological  Sem- 
inary, and  for  several  years  was  assistant  editor  of 
the  Cliristian  Secretary,  published  by  his  father; 
on  Feb.  16,  1887,  he  was  settled  over  the  Baptist 
Church  of  Wilmington,  Vt. ;  graduated  from  the* 
Yale  Divinity  School  in  1892,  and  now  resides  in 
New  Haven.  James  Linsley,  the  third  child  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Phelps,  was  born  April  8,  1856,  and  died 
Jan.  27,  i860.  Arthur  Stevens,  born  Jan.  23,  1863, 
married  Blanche  Stroud ;  graduated  from  Yale  Col- 
lege in  1886,  and  from  the  Yale  Divinity  School  in 
1889  ;  was  ordained  June  5,  1890,  in  Colorado.  Will- 
iam Lyon,  born  Jan.  2,  1865,  married  Annabel  Hub- 
bard, and  now  resides  in  New  Haven,  being  a  pro- 
fessor in  Yale  Universit}',  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated B.  A.  with  the  class  of  1887,  receiving  the 
degree  of  Ph.  D.  in  1891,  the  same  day  that  of  [M. 

I  A.  was  bestowed  upon  him  by  Harvard. 

j         Mrs.  S.  Dryden  Phelps  is  a  lady  of  culture  and 

I  refinement,  and  in  early  life  published  an  able  and 
touching  menloir  of  her  father.  Rev.  James  H.  Lins- 

!  ley. 

1 

!         WTLLIA^I  LOUNSBURY,  the  genial  proprie- 

j  tor  of  the  "Owenego  House,"  at  Indian  Neck,  one 
of  the  most  popular  summer  resorts  on  Long  Isl- 
and Sound,  was  born  in  Branford  Nov.  10,  1843,  a 
son  of  David  and  Ann  (Spencer)  Lounsbury.  His 
paternal  grandparents  were  Calvin  and  Betsy  Louns- 
bury, of  Bethany,  Conn.    His  maternal  grandparents 

'  were  Belah  and  Polly  (Bradley)  Spencer,  of  Bran- 

!  ford. 

1  David  Lounsbur}''  was  born  in  Bethany  in  July, 
1815,  and  for  some  fifty-three  years  was  a  resident 

■  of  Branford.    He  first  began  taking  boarders  at  In- 

'  dian  Neck  in  what  is  now  the  "Annex"'  of  the  "Ow- 

i  enego  House,"  in  1847,  Ijut  the  demand  was  so  great 

:  for  accommodations  that  in  1867  he  put  up  a  much 
larger  house,  the  "Owenego,"  from  the  name  of  a 

i  son  of  an  Indian  chief  locally  celebrated.  Mr.  Louns- 
bury continued  in  this  business  until  his  death,  in 
1898.  William  Lounsbury  was  associated  with  his 
father  for  a  period  of  twenty-six  years,  beginning 
with   1867,  and  since  his   father's  death,  has  con- 

I  ducted  the  business  very  successfully  alone. 

i         This  well  known  summer  resort  was  among  the 
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very  first  buildings  to  be  used  for  the  purpose.  It 
is  located  at  the  point  where  tlie  Sound  reaches  its 
widest  dimensions,  and  looking  south  there  is  a  fine 
view  of  Long  Island  Sound,  with  Thimble  Island 
in  the  distance,  while  to  the  north  is  obtained  a  fair 
view  of  the  country,  with  its  inviting  roads  for  cy- 
cling and  driving.  Indian  Neck  is  fast  becoming  one 
of  the  most  popular  summer  resorts  on  the  coast. 
The  hotel  is  noted  for  its  fine  location,  pleasant 
rooms  and  superb  table. 

Mr.  Lounsbury  has  been  a  life-long  resident  of 
Indian  Neck.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
and  in  Branford  Academy.  Reared  in  the  hotel  busi- 
ness, he  is  a  master  of  its  every  detail,  the  knowl- 
•edge  having  come  to  him  by  practical  experience,  and 
its  possession,  together  with  his  genial  and  courteous 
manner  toward  his  guests,  makes  the  "Owenego" 
one  of  the  most  popular  resorts  of  the  present  dav. 

Mr.  Lounsbury  has  been  twice  married,  the  first 
time  in  November,  1873,  to  Elizabeth  Palmer,  who 
died -June  2,  1886.  On  Feb.  26,  1891,  he  married 
Bertha  M.,  a  daughter  of  Elizur  and  Abigail  (Hos- 
ley)  Johnson,  of  Branford.  'Mr.  Lounsbury  belongs 
to  the  N.  E.  O.  P.,  and  is  also  a  ]Mason,  being  en- 
rolled in  the  Widows  Sons  Lodge,  No.  66,  and  his 
genial  ways  endear  him  to  members  of  the  frater- 
'  nity ;  in  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

,  BEACH.  The  name  of  Beach  has  been  a 
familiar  one  in  the  manufacturing  annals  of  New 
Haven  county  for  many  years.  Andrew  Yale  Beach 
and  Sharon  Dayton  Beach,  of  the  S.  Y.  Beach  Paper 
Co.,  of  Seymour,  trace  their  descent  from  David 
and  Ann  Yale,  who  came  from  England  to  America 
in  1637,  settling  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 

Thomas  Yale,  their  son,  born  in  1616,  in  England 
or  Wales,  came  with  his  parents  to  New  Haven.  In 
1645  '''^  married  Alary  Turner,  and  they  had  a 
family  of  nine  children,  of  whom  Capt.  Thomas 
Yale,  born  in  1647,  in  New  Haven,  married  three 
times,  and  had  eight  children,  one  being  named 
Nathaniel.  Nathaniel  Yale,  born  Dec.  31.  1702, 
married  Ruth  Bishop,  of  New  Haven,  and  (second) 
Thankful  Bassett,  on  Jan.  15,  1728-29,  and  had  four 
children:  Mary,  born  Dec.  17,  1729;  Nathaniel 
James,  born  July  31,  1731  ;  Nathaniel,  born  Aug. 
29,  1732 ;  and  Rebecca,  born  Oct.  9,  1737.  Of  these 
Mary  Yale  married  Capt.  Jonathan  Dayton,  of 
North  Haven,  Conn.,  and  they  had  children,  as  fol- 
lows :  One  that  died  when  young.  Thankful,  Jona- 
than, Nathaniel,  Cornelius,  Mary,  Bezaleel,  Miriam, 
Bedotha  and  Darlin.     Of  these, 

Mary  Dayton,  born  Sept.  4,  1765,  died  March 
18,1829.  She  married  Giles  Beach,  of  North  Haven, 
and  they  had  eleven  children,  namely:  ( i)  Beda. 
born  April  i,  1790,  married  Samuel  Hemingway,  of 
East  Haven,  and  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-nine  years 
and  four  months.  (2)  Ancey,  born  March  5.  1792, 
died  Oct.  i,  1794.  (3)  Joseph  Dayton,  born  Jan.  8, 
1794,  married  Julia  Curtis,  of  Sharon,  Conn.,  and 
had  five  children,  Dayton,  Curtis   (deceased  at  the 


age  of  seventeen  years),  Franklin,  David  and  Lor- 
enzo. (4)  Amelia,  born  Oct.  6,  1795,  died  same 
day.  (5)  Benjamin  Hubbard,  born  Sept.  21,  1796, 
died  Oct.  7,  1855;  he  served  in  the  war  of  1812;  he 
married  Hannah  Shannard,  of  New  ]Marlboro, 
Mass.,  and  they  had  children — twins,  born  and  died 
Aug.  17,  1826;  a  son,  born  and  died  Nov.  27,  1828; 
John  Francis,  born  May  20,  1831  ;  a  son,  born  and 
died  Sept.  4,  1835  •  ^"tl  Mary  Jennctt,  born  May  28, 
1838,  who  married  Oct.  2,  1855,  William  A.  Dixon, 
of  New  Boston,  111.  (6)  and  (7)  twins,  born  Feb. 
II.  1799,  died  Feb.  26,  1799.  and  March  4,  1799,  re- 
spectively. (8)  Mary,  born  Jan.  11,  1800,  died 
April  19,  1S09.  (9)  Abraham,  born  Dec.  24,  1801, 
died  Aug.  23,  1832;  he  married  Rhoda  Dorathy,  of 
Fair  Haven.  Conn.,  and  they  had  two  sons — Henry, 
who  died  in  1832,  when  six  years  old;  and  Cyrus, 
living  in  Fair  Haven,  Conn.  (10)  Ancey,  born 
June  I,  1805,  died  in  1S87  in  North  Haven,  Conn. 
(11)  Sharon  Yale,  born  May  21.  1809,  died  March 
17,  1899;  he  married,  Oct.  4,  1832,  Adeline  Sperry, 
and  had  children:  George  W.,  Andrew  Y.,  Emeline 
E.,  Stiles  D.,  Sharon  D..  and  Theodore  B.  George 
W.  is  president  of  the  S.  Y.  Beach  Paper  Co.,  and 
Theodore  B.  is  secretary  of  that  concern. 

Andrew  Y.  Be.vch,  born  Oct.  27,  1836,  in  the 
village  of  Humphrevsville,  town  of  Derbv.  New 
Haven  county,  was  first  engaged  with  his  father  in 
the  paper  making  business  at  Seymour,  under  the 
name  of  S.  Y.  Beach,  from  1852  to  1856,  and  then 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Hartford  &  New  Haven 
Railroad  Co.,  as  clerk  at  Springfield,  ^^lass.  In  1858 
he  left  this  position  to  accept  that  of  agent 
at  Naugatuck.  Conn.,  for  the  Naugatuck  Railway 
Co..  but  soon  thereafter  moved  to  Seymour,  and 
again  entered  his  father's  employ  in  the  paper  mills. 
In  1861  he  became  agent  for  the  Naugatuck  Rail- 
way Co.  at  Seymour;  in  1867  he  was  appointed  gen- 
eral ticket  agent  for  the  same  company,  with  office 
at  Bridgeport,  but  resigned  in  November.  1872,  to 
accept  the  position  as  agent  at  Springfield,  [Mass., 
for  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Rail- 
wav  Co.  This  he  continued  to  hold  until  July  i, 
1887,  when  he  resigned,  owing  to  impaired  health  • 
through  hard  work,  and  returned  to  Seymour.  He 
is  again  interested  in  the  S.  Y.  Beach  Paper  Co..  of 
which  he  is  now  vice-president,  and  he  is  also  en- 
gaged in  the  coal,  grain  and  grocery  business. 

Air.  Beach  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  politics,  and 
while  a  resident  of  Springfield,  was  elected  to  the 
board  of  aldermen  three  terms,  president  of  the 
board  in  1886.  For  six  years  he  has  been  trying 
justice  at  S£>Tnour,  now  serving  his  fourth  term  in 
this  office,  in  religious  faith  he  is  a  Congregation- 
alist,  and  chairman  of  the  Church  Society,  being  a 
power  in  the  work  of  that  society. 

In  1857  Andrew  Y.  Beach  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mary  Cordelia  Woodford,  of  Springfield. 
Mass..  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Barber  Woodford, 
one  of  the  first  agents  there  for  the  Hartford  &  New 
Haven  Railroad   (185O-1862).     To  this  union  was 
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born  one  child,  Addie,  wife  of  Gustav  J.  Faber,  of 
Seymour,  and  they  have  three  children,  Frederick 
Woodford,  Mary  Alice  and  Margery.  Mrs.  ]Mary  C. 
Teach  died  Dec.  17,  1S85.  and  on  March  17,  1888, 
Mr.  Beach  married  Airs.  xVlice  M.  (Hilton)  Spencer, 
a  native  of  Seymour,  and  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Maria  (Molthrop)  Hilton.  Airs.  Beach  had  two 
children  by  her  first  marriage,  Lewis  H.  and  Otis 
G.  Spencer,  both  of  whom  are  married  and  live  in 
New  Haven. 

Sharon  Dayton  Beach  was  born  Nov.  23, 
1849,  in  the  village  of  Humphreysville,  town  of 
Derby,  New  Haven  county,  and  since  leaving  school 
has  been  engaged  in  the  paper  business  established 
by  his  father  in  184:^.  Since  1880  he  has  been  man- 
ager and  treasurer  of  the  concern,  which  is  known 
as  the  S.  Y.  Beach  Paper  Co.  The  firm  manufac- 
ture colored  paper  almost  exclusively ;  it  is  shipped 
to  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  there  are  no 
two  paper  makers  that  use  the  "stock"  in  the  same 
way.  Mr.  Beach  is  a  stock-holder  in  the  Valley 
National  Bank,  of  Seymour,  and  in  the  New  Haven 
County  National  Bank,  of  New  Haven. 

On  liis  2 1st  birthday,  Nov.  23,  1870,  Sharon  D. 
Beach  married  Mary  E.  Rider,  a  native  of  Sey- 
mour, and  a  daughter  of  Stephen  R.  and  Mary 
(Meeker)  Rider,  the  former  of  whom  was  from 
Danbury,  and  the  latter  from  Reading.  Three  chil- 
dren have  graced  their  union,  viz. :  Sharon  M., 
Ralph  S.  and  J.  Mabel,  both  sons  being  employed 
in  the  paper  mill  of  which  their  father  is  manager. 
Sharon  M.  married  Eva  Gray,  and  they  have  one 
son,  Albert  Gray,  born  July  16,  1898. 

Fraternally  Sharon  D.  Beach  is  a  member  of 
the  F.  &  A.  M.,  Morning  Star  Lodge,  No.  47,  Sey- 
mour, and  of  Mount  Vernon  Chapter,  No.  35,  An- 
sonia;  is  also  affiliated  with  the  L  O.  R.  AL,  Non- 
nawauk  Lodge,  No.  9,  Seymour ;  with  the  A.  O. 
U.  W.  Lodge,  No.  60  (of  which  he  has  been  "re- 
ceiver") ;  and  with  the  N.  E.  O.  P.,  No.  100,  Sey- 
mour. Mr.  Beach  and  his  wife  are  both  members 
of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star.  Politically  he  is 
a  Republican,  and  for  the  last  two  years  has  been  a 
member  of  the  board  of  relief.  He  has  been  offer- 
ed other  offices,  but  always  declined,  having  no 
desire  for  political  preferment. 

CHARLES  AIERRIAAI  WILLL\AIS,  the  ef- 
ficient superintendent  of  the  Connecticut  School  for 
Boys,  and  who  for  twenty  and  more  years  has  been 
a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  the  city,  is  one 
among  the  leading  educators  of  the  State.  Air. 
Williams  was  born  Nov.  13,  1851,  in  the  town  of 
Rocky  Hill,  Conn.,  son  of  the  late  Deacon  Thomas 
Danforth  and  Alary  Jane  (Boardman)  Williams, 
and  is  a  descendant  of  a  sturdy  New  England  an- 
cestry. 

Thomas  Williams,  the  first  of  his  paternal  ances- 
tors of  whom  we  have  record,  bought  land  in  Weth- 
ersfield,  Conn.,  in  February,  1661,  and  in  the  same 
year  received  a  grant  of  twelve  acres,  along  the 


river  and  near  the  landing  at  Rocky  Hill,  where  he 
settled  about  1670,  and  died  in  1693.  He  is  believed 
to  have  been  one  of  the  very  earliest  settlers  at 
Rocky  Flill.  He  and  his  wife,  Rebecca,  had  ten  chil- 
dren. 

Jacob  Williams,  son  of  Thomas,  was  born  in  1664, 
and  made  his  home  in  Stepney  Parish.  He  was  aj 
sea  captain  and  owned  a  home  near  the  landing  in| 
Stepney,  now  Rocky  Hill,  and  died  there  in  1712. 
He  married  Sarah  Gilbert,  who  was  born  in  1661,  a 
daughter  of  Josiah  Gilbert,  who  died  in  1688,  and  his! 
wife,  Elizabeth,  who  was  born  in  1632,  and  died  hx 

1682.  .    .  ! 

Ephraim  Williams,  son  of  Jacob  Williams,  was 

i  born  in   1690  and  resided  in  Wetherstield,   Conn., 

!  where  he  died  in  1761.     He  was  a  merchant,  and 

from  1748  until  his  death  we  have  account  of  his 

]  shipping  "oynons"  (onions)   from  Stepney  to  New 

I  York  and  the  West  Indies,  and  importing  sea  coal 

!  and  products  of  the  West  Indies.    He  married  Eliza- 

[  beth   Russell,   born    1695,   died    1765.     She   was   a 

j  great-granddaughter  of  John  Russell,  the  emigrant ; 

j  and  also  of  Stephen  Terry,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 

Windsor,  Conn.,  afterward  of  Hadley,  Alass.,  who 

was  married  in  Dorchester,  Alass.,  about  1635,  and 

died  in  1668;  his  daughter,  Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  4, 

1641,   married   Jan.    10,    1665,   and    with   her   son, 

Stephen,  was  slain  by  the  Indians  Sept.  19,  1677. 

Elias  Williams,  son  of  Ephraim,  was  born  in 
Wethersfield,  Conn.,  Feb.  10,  1718,  and  about  1750 
located  in  Stepney  Parish.  Both  before  and  during 
the  Revolution  he  was  a  man  of  much  prominence  ni 
both  parishes.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Safety  of  the  town.  In  June,  1774,  he  was  chosen  on 
the  committee  to  receive  contributions  to  send  to 
Boston.  In  the  following  December,  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  another  committee.  In  1795,  with  Jacob,  and 
probably  his  sons  Eliel  and  William,  he  owned  the; 
schooner  "Industry,"  and  is  sometimes  spoken  ofl 
as  a  sea  captain.  His  death  occurred  in  Stepney 
Parish  Dec.  5,  1798.  On  April  29,  1742,  Elias  Will- 
iams married  Prudence  RoDbins,  who  was  born  in 
1723,  and  died  in  1799.  She  was  a  great-grand- 
daughter of  John  Robbins,  the  settler.  He  had  a 
conveyance  of  land  at  Wethersfield  as  early  as 
1638,  and  was  a  member  of  the  General  Court  in 
1644.  It  is  supposed  that  his  father,  John,  came  with 
him  to  Wethersfield,  and  died  soon  after,  as  he 
(John,  the  settler)  mentions  land  owned  by  his 
father  (John).  Elias  Williams  was  a  captain  in 
the  6th  Conn.  Alilitia  in  1777.  This  regiment  was 
composed  of  companies  from  Wethersfield  and  Glas- 
tonbury. 

Eliel  W^illiams,  son  of  Elias,  was  born  in  Stepney 
Parish  Jan.  30,  1746,  and  died  there  Aug.  2.  18 19. 
He  was  second  of  the  four  corporals,  enrolled  under 
Capt.  John  Chester,  and  sent  by  Wethersfield,  Conn., 
when  the  Lexington  alarm  in  April.  1775,  reached 
them.  He  also  participated  in  the  battle  of  Bunker 
Hill.  On  Jan.  26,  1769,  he  wedded  Comfort  Alor- 
ton,  born  in  1747,  died  in  181 1.     Through  her  ma- 
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ternal  ancestors  she  was  sixth  in  descent  from 
Thomas  Wells,  governor  of  Colony  of  Connecticut 
in  1655  and  1658.  Her  mother,  Sarah  Robbins,  was 
a  sister  of  Abigail,  who,  for  her  second  husband, 
married  Hon.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  governor  of  Con- 
necticut. Her  father's  great-grandmother,  Honour 
Treat,  was  a  sister  to  Robert,  governor  from  1683 
to  1698  (tifteen  years),  and  wife  of  Hon.  John  Dem- 
ing,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Wethersfield. 

Merriam  Williams,  son  of  Eliel,  was  born  in 
Stepney  Parish  July  3,  1785,  and  made  his  home  in 
Rocky  Hill.  He  was  a  tanner  and  currier  by  trade, 
and  also  carried  on  shoe  making,  giving  work  to 
a  number  of  his  townsmen.  Later  in  life  he  turned 
his  attention  to  agriculture.  Among  old  papers  he 
left  a  bundle  of  deeds,  fifty-two  in  number — convey- 
ances of  land  to  Elias,  Eliel  and  ]\Ierriam,  father, 
son  and  grandson — the  oldest  bearing  date  1753.  On 
March  25,  18 19,  he  wedded  Elizabeth  Danforth,  who 
was  born  Aug.  23,  17S9,  and  died  [March  29,  1852, 
a  daughter  of  Thomas  Danforth,  a  partner  in  .1 
large  manufacturing  business  in  Rocky  Hill  and 
Philadelphia,"  later  establishing  a  large  trade  in 
Rocky  Hill,  where  he  included  every  possible  kind  of 
hardware  of  the  period.  Merriam  Williams  died 
May  10,  1857. 

Thomas  Danforth  Williams,  son  of  IMerriam 
Williams,  was  born  Dec.  4,  18 iq,  in  Rocky  Hill, 
Conn.,  and  there  passed  away  Dec.  4,  18S1.  He 
united  with  the  Congregational  Church,  in  his  na- 
tive town,  in  1837,  was  one  of  its  deacons  from 
March,  1852,  until  his  death,  and  was  an  earnest 
worker  for  its  prosperity  and  welfare,  and  forward 
in  many  works  for  the  well-being  of  the  community. 
He  was  married  on  April  6,  1842,  to  Alary  Jane 
Boardman,  who  was  born  in  Rocky  Hill,  [March  20, 
1820,  and  died  Aug.  7,  1888,  the  last  survivor  in 
that  town  of  the  twelve  children  of  Capt.  Jason 
Boardman,  for  fifty  years  a  prominent  ship  builder, 
owner  and  captain  of  Wethersfield,  or  Rocky  Hill. 
"Mrs.  Williams,"  says  one  who  knew  her  well,  "was 
a  most  estimable  woman,  and  well  filled  her  part  in 
every  relation  of  life."  To  the  marriage  of  Deacon 
Thomas  Danforth  and  [Mary  Jane  (Boardman) 
Williams  were  born  children  as  follows  :  ( i )  Lu- 
ther Boardman,  born  June  7,  1844,  married  June 
2y,  1872,  Addie  Boardman,  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren. He  is  a  machinist  by  trade,  and  for  some 
fourteen  years  actea  as  superintendent  of  the  loom 
room,  much  of  the  time  in  the  employ  of  H.  & 
G.  W.  Ward,  manufacturers  of  twine  and  netting, 
at  Boston,  ]\Iass.,  and  Kennebec.  [Me.  Since  18S5  he 
has  resided  in  Rocky  Hill  and  been  occupied  in  gen- 
eral and  dairy  farming.  He  has  been  honored  a 
number  of  times  by  election  to  offices  of  trust  and 
honor,  serving  in  1897  and  1898  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature. (2)  Caroline  Elizabeth,  born  Xov.  6,  1847, 
lives  at  Rocky  Hill,  Conn.  (3)  Charles  Merriam 
is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  (4)  Annie  Jane,  born 
April  17,  1858,  died  Aug.  19,  1877.     Thomas  Dan- 


forth Williams  was  a  plain,  unassuming  man,  who 
was  engaged  throughout  life  in  the  pursuits  of  agri- 
culture. He  was  a  deacon  in  the  church  and  was 
held  in  high  esteem  by  the  connnunity,  who  for 
twenty  years,  though  not  consecutively,  honored  him 
with  the  ofiice  of  town  assessor. 

On  his  mother's  side,  Charles  M.  Williams  is  in 
the  seventh  generation  from  Samuel  Boreman,  who 
was  born  in  Banbury,  Oxfordshire,  England,  bap- 
tized there  in  161 5,  son  of  Christopher  and  Julia 
(Carter)  Boreman.  He  came  to  New  England  in 
1638,  appearing  first  as  a  settler  in  Ipswich,  [Mass., 
and  disposing  of  his  property  interests  there  about 
1641  or  1642,  settled  in  Wethersfield,  Conn.  He 
married  about  this  time  [Mary,  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  Beets  who  were  living  in  Claydon,  England, 
in  1627.  Erom  this  emigrant  settler  Mr.  Williams' 
line  is  through  Jonathan,  Jonathan  (2),  John,  Capt. 
Jason  and  Mary  Jane  (Boardman)  Williams. 

Capt.  Jason  Boardman,  from  his  prominence 
among  the  men  of  his  day,  is  deserving  of  more  than 
simply  the  mention  of  his  name.  Plis  birth  occurred 
in  [Rocky  Hill  Jan.  16,  1762,  and  on  July  7,  1784,  he 
was  married  to  Hepzibah,  daughter  of  Deacon 
Thomas  and  Dorothy  Bulkley  Curtis,  of  Rocky 
Hill,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  [Dr.  Thomas  Hastings, 
of  Hatfield,  [Mass.  Jason's  father  was  a  sea  captam, 
and  was  lost  at  sea  when  Jason  was  eighteen  years 
of  age.  The  latter  succeeded  the  father  in  the  old 
homestead,  and  as  a  sailor  and  sea  captain,  and  later 
became  prominent  as  a  ship  builder  and  ship  owner. 
He  owned,  it  is  said,  a  line  of  packets  which  sailed 
regularly  from  the  Connecticut  river  to  Richmond, 
Va.  He  was  also  connected  with  vessels  in  the  West 
Indies  trade.  [Mrs.  Boardman  died  Jan.  4,  1807,  and 
Capt.  Boardman  married  Jan.  3,  1808,  Lydia  Dem- 
ming,  who  died  Feb.  11,  1842.  He  died  Feb.  6,  1844. 
Four  of  his  twelve  children  were  born  to  the  second 
union.  Two  of  his  sons  were  sea  captains,  making 
three  generations  in  succession  sea-faring  men. 
Capt.  Boardman  was  a  man  of  fine  appearance, 
courteous  and  dignified  in  manners. 

Charles  M.  Williams  passed  his  boyhool  on  the 
home  farm  in  the  manner  customary  to  the  sons  ot 
the  general  farmer  of  that  day,  at  school  in  the  win- 
ter, and  at  work  on  the  farm  in  season.  He  fur- 
thered his  schooling  at  Williston  Seminary,  East- 
hampton,  [Mass.,  and  made  his  debut  as  a  teacher 
as  principal  of  the  Railroad  District  School  in  [Meri- 
den.  Conn.,  in  1874.  He  was  later  made  principal  of 
the  Center  School,  and  still  later  was  appointed 
principal  of  the  West  District  school,  now  the 
second  largest  school  in  ^^leriden.  The  West 
District  included  the  Lewis  Avenue  school  and 
gave  him  in  all  about  500  pupils.  The  grad- 
uates from  his  district  showed  excellent  train- 
ing and  attained  creditable  scholarships  at  the 
high  school.  When  the  schools  of  the  city  were  con- 
solidated in  1895  [Mr.  Williams  was  advanced  to  the 
position  of  superintendent  of  the  [Meriden  schools. 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


591 


III  1898  he  was  appointed  superintendent  of  the  Con- 
necticut School  for  Boys  by  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  school,  which  position  he  still  holds. 

On  June  17,  j88i,  Mr.  Williams  was  married  to 
I'jiicline  !McFarIand,  and  to  this  union  has  come 
one  child,  Stanley  Thomas,  born  Oct.  25,  18S9.  So- 
cially Mr.  Williams  is  a  member  of  Aleriden  Lodge, 
No.  77,  A.  F.  &  A.  ]M.,  and  St.  Elmo  Commandery, 
No.  9,  Knights  Templar.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Sons  of  American  Revolution,  and  to  the  Home 
Club,  of  which  latter  he  was  treasurer  for  twelve 
years.  Though  not  an  active  politician,  he  sustains 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 

FRANCIS  S.  HAAHLTON,  chief  clerk  in  the 
office  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad  Co.,  at  Belle  Dock,  and  registrar  of  voters, 
is  one  of  the  active  and  successful  business  men  of 
New  Haven.  He  was  born  in  Bridgeport,  Alay  12, 
1846,  a  son  of  Starr  and  Frances  (Hyde)  Hamilton. 

Starr  Hamilton  was  a  native  of  Bridgeport, 
where  his  father  was  a  merchant.  He  attended  the 
Lovell  school  at  New  Haven,  and  adopted  the  mer- 
cantile profession,  the  business  of  his  father,  con- 
ducting for  many  years  a  dry  goods  store  at  Apal- 
achicola,  Fla.  He  married  Frances  Hyde,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Richard  Hyde,  and  six  children  were  born 
to  them :  Frances  Jane  ;  Isabella  Jane  ;  and  Adeline 
Hnglish ;  all  three  died  in  infancy;  John  F. ;  Cather- 
ine A.  F. ;  and  Francis  S.  John  F.  served  in  the 
Civil  war,  enlisting  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  in  the  14th 
regiment,  lie  was  for  many  years  a  tea  broker  and 
died  Nov.  5,  1900.  Catherine  A.  E.  married  Major 
William  L.  Hubbell,  of  Bridgeport,  an  officer  of  the 
17th  Conn.  V.  I.  In  politics  Starr  Hamilton  was  a 
Wliig.    He  died  in  Nev/  York  in  1854. 

Francis  S.  Hamilton,  the  youngest  of  the  sur- 
viving children,  was  a  boy  of  only  eight  years  when 
his  father  died.  He  spent  his  boyhood  days  in 
Bridgeport,  attending  the  public  schools  there,  and 
also  French's  military  school  on  Staten  Island,  and 
the  school  at  Greenfield  Hill,  Conn.  i\s  his  parents 
died  when  he  was  young,  he  was  thrown  early  in  life 
upon  his  own  responsibilities.  He  began  his  career 
as  cashboy  in  a  store  in  Bridgeport.  Later  he  was 
salesman  in  a  dry-goods  tore  at  St.  Louis,  ]Mo.,  for 
three  months,  but  returning  to  Bridgeport,  he  be- 
came ofilce  boy  and  messenger  for  the  Adams  Ex- 
press Co.,  continuing  in  the  service  of  that  company 
for  seven  years.  In  1872  he  came  to  New  Ilaven, 
accepting  a  position  as  wavbill  clerk  in  the  office  of 
the  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H.  R.  R.  Co.,  at  Belle  Dock,  and 
he  has  since  been  continuously  in  their  service,  oc- 
cupying all  the  desks  successively  to  that  of  chief 
clerk,  which  position  he  now  holds. 

Mr.  Hamilton  married,  in  1872,  Mary  E.  Lewis, 
of  Bridgeport,  daughter  of  George  L.  Lewis,  of  that 
city.  1  By  this  marriage  there  were  six  children, 
namely :  George  Lewis,  Francis  Starr,  William 
Hubbell,  Edward  Waterman,  Elsie  Hyde  and  Clar- 
ence Hinman,  the  last  named  dying  in  infancy.    Airs. 


Hamilton,  the  wife  and  mother,  died  in  1884,  and 
four  years  later  our  subject  married  Addie  E.  Howe, 
a  native  of  Granville,  Mass.,  daughter  of  Chaun- 
cey  P.  and  Clara  A.  (Hubbard)  Howe.  Chaunccy 
r.  Howe  died  in  the  military  service  of  his  coun- 
try during  the  Civil  war,  leaving  four  children: 
Lucelia  N.,  Bion  E.,  Lottie  T.  ( deceased j  and  Addie 
E.  By  his  second  wife,  Addie  E.,  our  subject  has 
one  child,  liubert  Howe  Hamilton.  :Mr.  Hamilton 
and  family  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

In  politics  Mr.  Hamilton  has  always  been  a  Re- 
publican, and  he  has  been  one  of  the  active  and  in- 
fluential workers  in  the  county  organization.  For 
six  years  he  was  chairman  of  the  ward  committee 
of  the  Eleventh  ward,  and  for  two  terms  he  served 
as  councilman  and  as  alderman  for  the  same  length 
of  time.  Removing  to  the  Fifth  ward,  a  Democratic 
stronghold,  he  was  made  chairman  of  the  ward  com- 
mittee and  was  elected  one  term  as  alderman  of  the 
ward.  He  was  elected  registrar  of  voters  in  1896 
and  is  still  serving  in  that  capacity.  Mr.  Hamilton  is 
a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the  Improved  Or- 
der of  Heptasophs,  Knights  of  the  Golden  Eagle, 
Patriotic  Sons  of  America,  Home  Circle,  and  also  of 
the  Second  Company,  Governor's  Foot  Guards.  He 
has  an  extensive  acquaintance  throughout  the  city, 
and  is  one  of  New  Haven's  most  popular  citizens. 

FRANKLIN  R.  WHITE,  master  mechanic  in 
the  factory  of  Piatt  Bros.  &  Co.,  Waterbury,  is  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  born  Aug.  26,  1854,  in  Hart- 
ford. 

Lewis  White,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Springfield,  Alass.,  a  son  of  Preserved  White,  and 
a  brother  of  Leroy  S.  White,  a  sketch  of  whom  ap- 
pears elsewhere.  Lewis,  after  his  marriage,  was 
employed  in  the  Colts  gun  factory,  and  on  leaving 
there  went  into  the  manufacture  of  sundry  small  ar- 
ticles, receiving  a  medal  for  the  invention  of  a 
shield  (patented)  for  the  protection  of  women's  fin- 
gers when  sewing.  For  a  time,  during  the  Civil  war, 
he  was  inspector  of  army  guns  at  Springfield,  Mass. 
In  1866  he  came  to  Waterbury,  and  for  some  thirty- 
one  years  was  employed  by  the  Rogers  &  Brother 
Silver  Plate  Co.  He  died  in  July,  1897,  a  Republi- 
can in  politics,  and  a  Congregationalist  in  religious 
faith.  By  his  wife,  Alary  (Wakefield),  he  had  four 
children,  viz. :  Charles  L.,  Franklin  R.,  Mary  R. 
and  Alaud.  Of  these,  Charles  L.  died  in  Waterbury 
in  1876;  Mary  R.  and  Alaud  are  single. 

Franklin  R.  White,  our  subject,  was  educated 
partly  in  Springfield,  partly  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  and 
was  twelve  years  old  when  the  family  came  to  Wat- 
erbury, the  public  schools  of  which  place  he  also  at- 
tended. On  completing  his  studies  he  went  to  learn 
the  button  tool-making  trade  with  the  Waterbury 
Button  Co.,  remaining  with  that  firm  five  years,  and 
he  passed  the  succeeding  five  years  in  tlie  silver  plate 
factory  of  Rogers  &  Brothers.  Leaving  these,  his 
next  employment  was  with  the  White  Machine  Co.; 
but  in  1883  he  disposed  of  his  interests  in  that  con- 
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cern  to  enter  the  employ  of  Piatt  Bros.  &  Co.,  as 
master  mechanic  and  foreman,  his  present  position. 
Franklin  R.  White  was  twice  married,  first  time 
Oct.  27,  1S75,  to  Emma  Breedon,  of  Waterbury,  a 
daughter  of  Robert  Breedon,  and  by  her  has  one 
daughter,  Emma,  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Curtis, 
a  civil  engineer  with  residence  in  Waterburv.  On 
May  7,  1S79,  ^^^-  White  married  (second)  Emma 
H.  Fields,  a  daughter  of  Judge  George  S.  Fields, 
of  Waterbury,  and  four  children  were  born  to  this 
union:  Charles  (deceased  at  the  age'  of  eight 
months),  Edna  C,  Elsie  H.,  and  Ethel  S.  The  en- 
tire family  are  identified  with  the  First  ]M.  E.  Church 
of  Waterbury,  j\Ir.  White  being  steward  of  the  offi- 
cial board.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  is 
now  serving  his  second  term  as  alderman  of  the 
First  ward,  Waterbury.  He  served  eleven  years  in 
the  Connecticut  National  Guard,  retiring  as  cap- 
tain of  Company  A,  Second  Regiment.  Socially  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Uniformed 
Rank,  Endowment  Rank  and  D.  O.  K.  K.,  and  has 
been  grand  chancellor  of  the  State ;  also  atfiliatt-d 
with  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men,  the  A.  O. 
U.  W.  and  the  Golden  Cross. 

GEORGE  W.  SO.MERS  has,  since  1889,  held 
the  position  of  New  England  Freight  Agent  at  New 
Haven  for  the  Central  Railroad  of  New  Jersey,  and 
he  is  well  known  in  that  city,  both  in  his  business 
connection  and  in  fraternal  circles.  Mr.  Somers 
comes  of  a  family  which  has  long  been  identified 
with  New  Haven  county,  being  a  great-great-grand- 
son of  Henry  Somers,  and  a  great-grandson  of  Abel 
Somers.  His  grandfather,  Benjamin  Somers,  was 
born  July  i,  1762,  and  engaged  in  farming  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  town  of  ]\Iilford.  He  married 
Mary  Marks. 

Enoch  Somers,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
Aug.  4,  1799,  in  Milford,  was  reared  in  that  town, 
and  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  a  time.  Later  in  life  he  settled  on  a  farm, 
and  continued  agricultural  pursuits  to  the  close  of 
his  earthly  career,  in  January,  1863.  He  married 
Mary  Piatt  Johnson,  born  ]^Iarch  12,  1806.  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  town  of  Orange,  daughter  of 
Nathan  and  Katy  (Beers)  Piatt,  who  had  ten  chil- 
dren, all  now  deceased.  Mr.  Piatt  was  a  son  of 
Josiah  Piatt ;  Mrs.  Piatt  was  a  native  of  Great  Bar- 
rington,  ]Mass.  By  her  first  marriage  with  Enos 
L.  Johnson,  Mrs.  Mary  (Piatt)  Somers  had  five 
children,  one  of  whom,  Airs.  P.  M.  Cady,  now  a 
widow,  is  a  resident  of  West  Haven.  By  her  union 
with  Enoch  Somers  she  had  but  one  child,  our  sub- 
ject. iMrs.  Somers  passed  away  July  23,  18S9.  She 
and  her  husband  were  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  of  West  Haven.  Mr.  Somers  served 
as  captain  of  a  company  of  militia. 

George  W.  Somers  was  born  Feb.  17,  1854.  in 
West  Haven,  town  of  Orange,  and  spent  his  early 
years  in  that  town,  receiving  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  near  his  home  and  a  boarding  school 


in  West  Haven.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  com- 
menced his  business  career,  taking  a  position  with 
the  New  Haven  Steamboat  Co.,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained a  few  years.  His  next  employment  was  with 
George  R.  Kelsey,  for  whom  he  ran  a  mail  steamer 
on  the  St.  John's  river  in  Florida  four  years,  serv- 
ing as  captain.  For  a  short  period  following,  in 
18S4,  he  was  with  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  R.  R.,  and  he  was  again  with  them  as 
clerk  in  the  freight  office  previous  to  his  appoint- 
ment, in  1889,  to  his  present  incumbency.  Mr. 
Somers  is  now  Southern  New  England  Freight 
Agent  for  the  Central  Railroad,  of  New  Jersey,  and 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Railway  Co.,  and  his  office 
is  in  the  First  National  Bank  block.  New  Flaven. 
The  exacting  and  multitudinous  duties  of  this  posi- 
tion require  constant  oversight,  judgment  and  sys- 
tematic management,  but  our  subject  has  proved 
himself  eminently  qualified  to  fill  the  position,  and  he 
has  won  high  praise  from  his  superiors. 

Mr.  Somers  is  prominent  in  Masonic  circles,  be- 
longing to  Annanon  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  ]M.,  of  West 
Haven,  in  which  he  has  held  many  offices ;  Franklin 
Chapter,  No.  2,  R.  A.  M.,  of  New  Haven;  Harmony 
Council,  R.  &  S.  M.;  life  member  of  New  Flaven 
Commandery,  K.  T.,  of  New  Haven,  in  which  he 
was  sword  bearer  a  number  of  years  ;  Lafayette  Con- 
sistory; Pyramid  Temple,  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  of  Bridgeport;  and  the  Scottish  Rite  iMa- 
sons,  32d  degree.  For  a  number  of  years  our  sub- 
ject l|ps  been  a  member  of  the  Second  Company, 
Governor's  Foot  Guard,  of  New  Haven,  and  he  is 
now  assistant  quartermaster  of  the  company,  on 
Major  Clark's  staft,  with  the  rank  of  first  lieuten- 
ant. His  first  ofiice  was  that  of  commissary  ser- 
geant, from  which  he  has  advanced  steadily,  by 
merit,  to  his  present  important  position.  Mr.  Som- 
ers is  popular  among  all  his  associates,  and  his  ac- 
tivity in  social  and  military  circles  has  brought  him 
a  wide  acquaintance  in  New  Haven. 

ALBERT  W.  PHILLIPS,  M.  D.,  of  Derby, 
traces  his  descent  from  the  hardy  race  of  English 
yeomen  farmers  to  whom  Great  Britain  owes,  in  no 
small  degree,  her  prosperity  at  home,  and  the  steadv 
development  of  her  power  abroad.  Hard-headed, 
strong-armed,  of  tireless  industry  and  stern  integ- 
rity, they  are  at  once  the  bulwark  and  the  pride  of 
their  native  land.  The  Doctor's  father,  whose 
baptismal  name  was  George,  was  born  in  Worle, 
Somersetshire,  where  he  married  Betsey  Clegg,  a 
maiden  of  his  native  place.  He  was  a  farmer,  as 
was  also  his  father,  and  emigrated  from  England 
to  the  L'nited  States  in  1833,  settling  on  a  farm  in 
Onondaga  county.  New  York,  wliere  he  died  in 
1842.  The  wife  of  his  youth  survived  him  until 
1884,  when  she.  too,  entered  into  rest.  Both  had 
been  members  of  the  Established  Church  in  Eng- 
land, and  naturally  connected  themselves  with  the 
Episcopal  Church  on  reaching  their  new  home. 
George  Phillips  was  a  man  of  keen  intelligence  and 
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sturdy  purpose,  and  a  loyal  citizen  of  his  adopted 
country.  He  was  a  bitter  opponent  of  human 
slavery,  and  naturally  affiliated  with  the  Whig- 
party  in  politics.  Four  children  were  born  to  him, 
of  whom  Albert  W.  was  the  youngest.  The  others 
were  Eliza,  Edward  and  George.  Eliza  married 
Ralph  McKinney,  a  contractor  and  builder  of  Au- 
burn, N.  Y. ;  Edward  is  a  farmer  in  South  Dakota; 
and  (leorge  is  a  court  clerk  in  Montezuma,  Iowa, 
having  been  for  some  years  a  merchant  of  Brooklyn, 
that  State. 

Dr.  Albert  W.  Phillips  was  born  at  Marcellus, 
Onondaga  Co.,  X.  Y.,  July  26,  1838.  His  boyhood 
was  passed  on  his  father's  farm,  and  his  rudjmen- 
tary  education  obtained  at  the  district  schools  and 
at  a  private  school  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
spent  two  years.  Having  reached  the  age  of  eight- 
een years,  and  chosen  the  medical  profession  as  his 
vocation,  he  entered'  the  office  of  Drs.  Cator  and 
Morgan  as  a  student.  He  remained  with  these  in- 
structors for  four  years,  demonstrating  at  once  his 
intelligence  as  a  man,  his  aptness  as  a  pupil,  and 
his  capability  as  an  assistant.  Later  he  matricu- 
lated at  the  Hahnemann  College,  in  Chicago,  gradu- 
ating therefrom  in  the  class  of  1861.  Returning  to 
Syracuse,  he  was  taken  into  partnership  by  his 
former  precjptor.  Dr.  Morgan.  Their  business 
connection,  however,  was  of  short  duration.  The 
outbreak  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  stirred  young 
Phillips'  blnod,  and  on  May  i,  1861,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  A,  12th  X.  Y.  V.  I.,  responding  to  the 
first  call  of  the  President  for  men  for  two  years' 
service.  Because  of  his  professional  training,  he 
was  made  hospital  steward  at  Washington ;  and 
after  serving  in  that  position  until  October,  1862, 
he  was  promoted  to  be  assistant  surgeon,  being  as- 
signed to  the  149th  X'.  Y.  \'olunteers.  He  served 
with  the  Armies  of  the  Potomac  and  the  Cumber- 
land until  ]May,  1864,  when  his  term  of  enlistment 
having  expired,  he  was  honorably  discharged.  On 
leaving  the  army  he  went  to  Derby,  Conn.,  in 
which  city  he  still  resides,  having  built 'up  an  exten- 
sive and  lucrative  practice. 

Dr.  Phillips'  acquaintance  extends  over  the  en- 
tire State,  and!  the  respect  and  afifection  felt  for 
him  are  co-extensive  with  his  acquaintance.  Those 
who  best  know  his  sterling  worth  appreciate  him 
most  highly.  He  has  attained  nearly  every  honor 
which  the  Afasonic  fraternity  can  confer.  He  is  a 
member  of  King  Hiram  Lodge,  Xo.  12.  of  Derby, 
of  Solomon  Chapter,  Xo.  3,  of  X'^ew  Haven  Com- 
niandery.  No.  2,  K.  T.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
<^Jusatonic  Lodge,  Xo.  6.  of  the  L  O.  O.  F.  Xor 
has  he  at  all  lost  sight  of  his  comradeship  with  the 
veterans  of  the  war  of  1861-5.  He  is  a  past  com- 
mander of  Kellogg  Post,  Xo.  26,  G.  A.  R..  and  an 
honored  member  of  the  societies  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  and  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  as 
well  as  of  the  .\rmy  and  Xavy  Club  of  Connecticut, 
and  of  the  Xew  York  Commandery  of  the  Military 
Order    of   the    Loval    Legion.      During    the    vears 
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1896  and  i8()8  he  was  surgeon  general  on  the  staff 
of  Gov.  Cooke.  The  Doctor  is  a  director  in  the 
Derby  Savings  Bank.  He  is  a  Republican,  and  sev- 
eral times  has  been  the  nominee  o^'  his  party  for 
office,  and  in  the  face  of  the  overwhelming  Dem- 
ocratic majority  to  be  overcome  he  was  elected  for 
nine  consecutive  years  as  burgess  of  Birmingham, 
now  Derby,  and  in  X'ovembcr,  1900.  was  elected 
mayor  of  Derby.  He  has  also  been  made  registrar 
of  vital  statistics  in  recognition  of  his  eminent  fit- 
ness for  the  position. 

In  October,  1862,  Dr.  Phillips  was  married  to 
Miss  X^ancy  Pratt  Owen,  of  Syracuse,  a  daughter 
of  Augustus  H.  and  Maria  (Pratt)  Owen,  of  that 
city.  ]Mrs.  Phillips  lost  her  father  when  she  was 
but  four  years  old,  and  her  mother  one  year  later. 
Dr.  Phillips  and  his  wife  have  one  child  living,  El- 
len P..  who  married  Frank  E.  Bradley,  a  lawyer  of 
Xew  York  City,  in  1897;  one  child,  X'ancy,  has  been 
born  of  this  union.  In  1893  Mrs.  Phillips  organ- 
ized the  Sarah  Riggs  Humphreys  Chapter,  Daugh- 
ters of  the  American  Revolution  (the  twelfth  chap- 
ter in  the  State  of  Connecticut),  and  was  its  first 
regent,  continuing  to  fill  that  office  for  three  years,  i 
Mrs.  Phillips  is  a  communicant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church. 

THOMAS  L.  REILLY,  city  editor  of  the  ^leri- 
den  Daily  Journal,  and  secretary  of  and  stockholder 
in  the  Journal  Publishing  Co.  of  that  city,  is  one  of 
its  well  known  citizens. 

John  Reilly.  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Cootehill,  County  Cavan,  Ireland,  whence  he  I 
came  to  America.     Locating  in  X'ew  Britain,  Conn., 
he   followed   his   trade   of   iron   molder   there   until   . 
1877,  when  he  moved  to  ^vleriden,  again  engaging  irt  j 
his  trade  for  several  years.    From  Meriden  he  went  \ 
to  Hamilton,  Ontario ;  theiice  to  Buffalo,  on  the  offi- 
cial staff,  in  the  Erie  county  penitentiarv,  and  he 
efficiently  filled  that  office  until  Oct.  3,  1901,  when 
his  death  occurred.     He  was  married  in  X'ew  Brit- 
ain to  Catherine  Fagan,  who  was  born  near  his  old 
home  in  Ireland,  daughter  of  Lawrence  Fagan.    Her 
death,  in  1878,  was  the  result  of  an  accident,  and 
she  was  buried  in  the  Catholic  cemetery  in   X'ew 
Britain. 

Thomas  L.  Reilly  was  born  in  X'ew  Britain, 
Conn.,  Sept.  20,  1858,  and  received  his  early  educa- 
tion there  in  the  parochial  school  of  St.  Mary's 
Church,  or  "Town  School."  as  it  was  called.  In  order 
to  fit  himself  for  the  profession  of  teacher  he  attenfl- 
ed  the  State  X'ormal  School,  from  which  he  graduat- 
ed with  honor  in  1876,  but  instead  of  teaching  he 
took  the  position  of  town  clerk's  assistant,  spending 
about  a  year  in  the  office  with  John  Walsh,  when  that 
citizen  was  the  incumbent.  Soon  after  this  he  en- 
gaged as  a  reporter  on  the  Hartford  Siimlay  Globe. 
In  the  fall  of  1877  he  came  to  Meriden  with  his  par- 
ents and  entered  the  law  office  of  Judge  D.  J.  Dona- 
hoe,  now  one  of  the  leading  jurists  of  Middletown, 
Conn.,  remaining  a  student  there  for  one  year.  Dis- 
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turbed  by  the  sad  ilcath  of  his  mother  and  the  remov- 
al of  his  mentor,  Jud^e  Donahoe.  to  Middletown.Mr. 
Reilly  found  circumstances  unfavorable  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  his  leg-al  studies  and  took  a  position  as 
bookkeeper  with  the  firm  of  J.  F.  Butler,  continuing 
with  them  until  1880,  when  he  became  the  Meriden 
correspondent  of  the  New  Haven  Union,  which  then 
had  no  circulation  in  Meriden.  However, it  soon  after 
reached  a  circulation  of  1,600.  Later  our  subject 
became  connected  with  the  Meriden  Penny  Press, 
under  J.  H.  Mabbett,  filling  a  reportorial  position, 
and  still  later  was  associated  in  a  like  capacity  with 
W.  F.  Graham,  on  the  3kleriden  Republican,  remain- 
ing with  this  latter  journal  until  December.  1885, 
when  he  went  to  the  New  Haven  Register.  He  was 
the  paper's  legislative  reporter  during  the  session 
of  1886.  In  April,  1SS6,  with  Francis  Atwater,  Lew 
Allen  and  F.  E.  Sands,  he  formed  the  Journal  Pub- 
lishing Co.,  and  was  made  secretary  of  the  company 
and  city  editor  of  the  paper,  which  positions  he  has 
since  filled.  An  active  Democrat,  he  has  been  one  of 
the  leaders  in  his  party  in  ■Nleriden,  and  in  the  Pres- 
idential campaign  of  1900  he  was  elected  chairman 
of  the  town  committee,  and  had  the  satis^'action  of 
reducing  the  Republican  majority,  from  1,477  i" 
1896  to  54  in  1900. 

Mr.  Reilly  has  taken  an  active  part  in  all  pro- 
gressive movements  in  Nleriden,  is  a  member  of  the 
school  board,  a  director  of  the  Aleriden  Public  Li- 
brar\',  and  equally  prominent  in  social  and  fraternal 
organizations,  being  a  member  of  Nleriden  Lodge, 
No.  35,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
in  which  he  filled  the  office  of  exalted  ruler  for  two 
terms ;  of  the  Amaranth  Club,  in  which  he  has  filled 
the  office  of  president  for  years ;  a  charter  member 
and  organizer  of  Silver  City  Council,  No.  2,  Knights 
of  Columbus ;  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Catholic 
Club ;  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum ;  the  ^Nlacca- 
bees ;  and  of  the  Silver  City  Lodge,  A.  O.  \J.  W. 
Much  is  due  to  ^Nlr.  Reilly  for  the  stand  he  has  taken 
in  regard  to  sports  in  Aleriden. 

In  1884,  in  Blackstone,  [Mass.,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  our  subject  to  ^laria  E.  Rowen,  a 
popular  young  school  teacher  of  that  town.  To  this 
union  liave  been  born  seven  children,  Robert,  Kath- 
erine,  Mary,  Louis,  Arthur,  Rose  and  Agnes.  The 
religious  connection  of  the  family  is  with  the  Cath- 
olic Church. 

FRANK  ELBERT  SMITH,  secretary,  treas- 
urer, superintendent  and  general  manager  of  the 
Stony  Creek  Oyster  Co.,  was  born  in  New  Haven, 
July  31,  1854,  son  of  Giles  Griswold  and  Emily 
(Potter)  Smith.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Mid- 
<llesex  and  New  Haven  counties,  respectively.  The 
paternal  grandfather  was  David  Smith,  a  farmer 
and  shoemaker  by  occupation,  lived  many  years  in 
Madison,  where  he  died.  He  married  Mercy  (iris- 
wold.  The  maternal  grandfather.  William  Potter, 
was  a  merchant  of  New  Haven.  He  married  Miss 
Mary  Bills. 


I         Giles  Griswold  Smith  was    reared  in    Madison, 
and  for  twenty  years  was  engaged  in  the  oyster  and 
I  fish  business  at  Stony  Creek,  where  he  died' Aug.  31, 
I  1891,  at  the  age  of  i'ifty-eight.     The  following  chil- 
drcu  were  born  to  him  and  his  wife  :     Frank  Elbert ; 
i  Charles   E. ;   Jennie   Louise,   who   married   Charles 
I  Huntley;  Mary  A.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Anderson 
,  Cook;  and  Ethel  E.,  who  married  Robert  Rowe. 
j         Frank  Elbert  Smith  was  reared  in  Madison  and 
I  Stony  Creek,  received  a  common-school  education, 
j  and   served   his   apprenticeship   to   the   business    in 
!  which  he  is  engaged  with  the  Stony  Creek  Oyster 
I  Co.,  beginning  this  work  at  the  early  age  of  six- 
j  teen^-ears.     Air.    Smith   has  been  associated  with 
i  this  company  continuously  since  the  first  day  he  be- 
!  gan  work,  is  now  the  largest  owner  in  the  com- 
pany, and  has  held  his  present  position  since  1885. 
\         Mr.  Smith  was  married  Nov.  11,  1876,  to  Helen 
E.,  a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  H.  and  Adeline  (Doo- 
;  little)    Bishop,   of   Stony   Creek.      They   have   two 
I  children,    Gertrude    A.     and    Alaude   H.    E.      Mr. 
;  Smith  and  his   family  are  members  of  the   Stonv 
Creek  Congregational  Church,  and  he  is  a  member 
I  of  Seaside  Lodge,   No.  84,  I.  O.  O.  F. ;     Binder 
:  Lodge,  No.  65,  A.  O.  U.  \V. ;  and  the  N.  E.  O.  P. 
1  Mr.  Smith  has  served  on  the  Board  of  Education, 
■  and  has  proved  himself  a  man  of  public  spirit  and 
good  character.     His  business  ability  and  energetic 
nature  command    respect,  and    have    pushed     him 
rapidly  to  the  front.     He  is  a  Republican  in  politi- 
cal faith. 

ARTHUR  NETTLETON  FARNHAAI  is 
widely  known  in  and  around  New  Haven  as  pro- 
prietor of  the  Crescent  Gardens,  at  Westville,  where 
for  almost  twenty-five  years  he  has  carried  on  a 
thriving  business  in  market  gardening  in  all  its 
branches,  and  on  an  extensive  scale.  He  is  one  of 
the  substantial  business  men  of  the  city,  and  in  all 
the  relations  of  life  has  proved  himself  a  worthy 
j  scion  of  a  family  which  has  been  established  in  Con- 
:  necticut  since  early  Colonial  days,  and  whose  mem- 
bers have  always  been  among  the  most  respected  in 
the  community. 

(I)  Ralph  Farnham,  the  first  of  this  branch  on 
American  soil,  came  from  England,  and  settled  in 

j  North  Andover,  Mass.  He  died  Jan.  8,  1691.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Holt,  who  died  Oct.  14,  1710,  and 
their  children  were  Sarah,  Ralph,  John,  Henry, 
Hannah,  Thomas  and  Ephraim. 

(II)  Ralph  Farnham.  son  of  Ralph,  the  settler, 
married  Sarah  Sterling  Oct.  9,  1685.  and  their  chil- 
dren were  Sarah,  Henry,  Ralph,  Daniel,  Abigail, 
William,  Nathaniel,  Barachias,  Benjamin,  Joseph 
and  Zebediah. 

!  (Ill)  Nathaniel  Farnham,  son  of  Ralph,  moved 
from  .Andover,  Mass.,  to  Connecticut,  settling  in 
Hampton,  town  of  Windham,  where  he  died  July  9, 
1760,  aged  si.xty-five.  On  May  19,  1719,  he  married 
Hannah  Preston,  and  they  had  the  following  named 

j  children :     Nathaniel,  Hannah,  Sarah,  Anne.  Solo- 
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iiion,  Rebecca,   Asa,  Jeremiah,  John,   Martha  and 
Aaron. 

(IV)  Jeremiah  Farnham,  son  of  Nathaniel,  was 
born  July  31,  1/33,  in  Hampton,  and  died  March  ly, 
1S27.  On  Nov.  9,  1774,  he  married  Lucy  Durkce, 
who  died  Sept.  2,  1809,  aged  sixty-two  }ears.  Their 
children  were  Rufus,  ^\.aron,  Lucy,  Jeremiah  and 
Asa.  \ 

(V)  Aaron  Farnham,  son  of  Jeremiah,  was  born 
Nov.  15,  1776,  in  Hampton,  was  a  farmer,  and  died 
April  30,  1853.  On  Aug.  11,  1803,  li^  married 
Sarah  Abbott,  who  died  Sept.  25,  1S15,  and  chil- 
dren as  follows  were  born  to  them:  Aaron,  Will- 
iam FL,  Henry  A.,  Sally  L.,  William  Holt,  Elisha, 
Betsey,  and  one  that  died  in  infancy. 

(VI)  William  Holt  Farnham,  father  of  the  gen- 
tleman whose  name  introduces  this  sketch,  was  born 
Aug.  6,  1810,  in  Windham,  Conn.,  and  after  his 
marriage  settled  in  Seymour,  this  state,  where  he 
was  engaged  as  an  ax  maker.  He  was  married  in 
Seymour  Sept.  18,  1841,  to  }iliss  OriUa  Nettleton, 
who  was  born  ^Nlay  8,  1822,  and  survives  him.  His 
death  occurred  April  23,  1878,  in  Westville,  whither 
he  had  removed,  and  where  his  youngest  child  was 
born.  The  others  are  natives  of  Seymour.  ( i  ) 
Sarah  married  Charles  E.  Gorham,  a  farmer  and 
milkman  of  Westville,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Lena  J.  and  Myrtie  O.  (2)  William  H.  is  men- 
tioned more  fully  below.  (3)  Julia  A.  married 
Sergt.  Henry  ^.l.  Crocker,  of  New  Haven.  (4)  Ar- 
thur N.  is  mentioned  more  fully  below. 

It  will  not  be  J-out  of  place  in  this  connection  to 
give  a  brief  record  of  the  Nettleton  family,  to  which 
Mrs.  Orilla  Farnham  belongs :  Her  emigrant  an- 
cestor, Samuel  Nettleton,  came  from  England  in 
1639,  was  in  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  for  a  time  and  in 
1644  settled  in  Branford.  He  died  in  Fairfield, 
Conn.,  in  1655-56.  He  and  his  wife,  Maria,  whom 
he  married  in  England,  had  children  as  follows: 
John,  Martha,  Alary,  Isabelle.  Hannah,  Sarah,  Let- 
tice  and  Samuel.  Some  of  these  were  born  in  Eng- 
land. 

(II)  Samuel  Nettleton.  the  next  in  the  line  we 
are  tracing,  was  born  in  Alilford,  Conn.,  and  married 
Martha  Baldwin,  of  thar  town,  who  was  born  April 
I,  1663.  Their  children  were  Elizabeth,  John,  Sam- 
uel, Nathan,  ^Martha,  Joseph,  Theophilus,  Sylvanus 
and  Elizabeth  (2). 

(III)  John  Nettleton,  son  of  Samuel  (2"),  was 
born  in  Milford  Sept.  18,  1689,  and  died  in  ]\Iarch, 
1767.  He  married  Sarah  Bryan,  and  their  children 
were  John,  Theophilus,  Sarah,  Joseph,  ]Mary,  Isaac 
and  Nathan. 

(IV)  Nathan  Nettleton.  son  of  John,  was  horn 
in  Alilford  i\Iay  4,  1734,  and  died  in  1782.  On  Nov. 
3,  1757,  he  married  Sybil  Buckingham,  who  was 
born  Sept.  13,  1737,  and  their  children  were  Nathan, 
Eli,  John,  Sybil. 

(V)  John  Nettleton,  son  of  Nathan,  was  born 
in  Milford  Oct.  9,  1765,  and  died  Aug.  8,  1842.  On 
Nov.  29,  1785,  he  married  Comfort  Hine.     He  was 


a    private    under    Capt.    Davidson    in    the    Revolu- 
tion. 

(VI)  Oliver  Nettleton,  son  of  John,  and  father 
of  Mrs.  l'"arnhani,  was  born  in  Milford  ]\Iarch  3, 
1787,  was  a  fanner  by  occupation,  and  died  Jan.  31, 
18O4.  He  married  Sarah  Treat,  a  native  of  Milford, 
Conn.,  and  six  children  were  born  to  them:  Alin- 
erva,  Samuel  T.,  Sarah  E.,  Orilla  (Mrs.  Farnham j, 
Clarissa  A.  and  John  F. 

William  H.  Farxii.vm  was  born  May  26,  1846, 
in  Seymour,  Coim.,  and  \yas  reared  in  Westville, 
where  he  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools. 
During  his  earlier  life  he  remained  on  the  farm 
with  his  father,  and  he  has  for  some  years  been  in- 
terested in  business  with  his  brother.  He  is  a  man 
of  considerable  executive  ability,  active  in  various 
lines,  and  has  become  well  known  in  the  city  of  his 
residence.  He  was  the  first  alderman  elected  from 
the  Thirteenth  ward  after  the  consolidation  of  the 
town  and  city,  and  was  re-elected  to  that  incum- 
bency, which  iie  filled  two  years.  He  is  a  Republican 
in  political  sentiment.  Always  interested  in  mili- 
tary affairs,  he  commenced  as  a  private  in  the  Sec- 
ond Company,  Governor's  Horse  Guard,  and  was 
promoted  steadily  until  advanced  to  the  rank  of 
major,  which,  however,  he  refused  to  accept.  ]\Ir. 
Farnham  is  a  fine  horseman,  and  when  the  Guard 
attended  the  Buffalo  Exposition  he  was  selected  to 
carry  the  colors.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the 
F.  &L  A.  M.,  Olive  Branch  Lodge,  and  the  A.  O.  U. 
W.  In  religion  Mr.  Farnham  is  a  devout  ]\Iethod- 
ist,  and  he  has  been  an  earnest  worker  in  the  church 
over  thirty-five  years,  during  which  time  he  has  effi- 
ciently filled  many  official  positions  in  that  body,  and 
he  served  faithfully  twenty  years  as  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday-school.  (Dn  ^vlarch  30,  1870,  Mr. 
Farnham  married  ]\Iiss  Helen  J.  Smith,  of  Milford, 
a  daughter  of  Edward  and' Electa  (Clark)  Smith,  of 
that  place.  Two  children  have  blessed  this  union, 
Mae  P.  and  Bennett  W.  The  latter  received  a  thor- 
ough education,  attending  the  public  school  in  West- 
ville, Hopkins  Grammar  School,  and  Yale  Scien- 
tific School,  from  which  latter  he  was  graduated  in 
June,  1897 ;  he  was  quite  prominent  in  athletics  dur- 
ing his  college  career;  he  married,  Nov.  27,  1895, 
Mary  Dana  Foote,  of  W^estville. 

Arthur  N.  Farxiiam  was  born  Oct.  16,  1854, 
in  Westville,  as  previously  stated,  and  there  has 
passed  his  entire  life.  He  obtained  a  good  literary 
education,  attending  the  Westville  public  school,  the 
Dwight  school,  and  Gen.  Russell's  Military  Insti- 
tute, and  commenced  work  with  S.  E.  Merwin  & 
Son,  pork  packers,  in  the  office,  remaining  with  them 
four  years.  On  Jan.  18,  1877,  he  embarked  in  the 
business  which  has  since  engaged  his  attention,  and 
in  which  he  has  met  with  such  abundant  success. 
His  farm,  which  is  located  in  Westville,  comprises 
five  hundred  acres,  all  imder  cultivation,  and  em- 
ployment is  given  to  from  one  hundred  to  two  hun- 
dred hands,  according  to  .the  season.  Fruit,  plants 
and  vegetables  in  great  variety  are  raised,  and  Mr. 
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Farnhain  also  gives  his  attention  to  the  breeding  of 
high  class  land  and  water  fowl,  and  to  some  extent 
to  fine  stock,  always  keeping  a  number  of  new 
.milch  cows.  His  products  are  shipped  to  various 
places.  In  addition  to  all  this  he  takes  contracts 
for  teaming  in  Xew  Haven,  and.  as  may  well  be  sup- 
posed, is  a  very  busy  man,  all  the  numerous  branciies 
of  his  large  business  being  under  his  personal  su- 
pervision. The  Crescent  Gardens  are  famed  for 
the  quality  of  the  products  raised,  and  the  success 
which  'Sir.  Farnham  enjoys  has  been  won  in  a  con- 
stant endeavor  to  do  the  best  he  can,  and  to  give  his 
patrons  the  best  value,  a  fact  which  they  have  not 
been  slow  to  recognize  and  appreciate. 

Mr.  Farnham  has  found  time,  with  all  his  multi- 
farious interests,  to  concern  himself  about  the  wel- 
fare of  his  locality,  and  his  public  spirit  has  been 
specially  evident  in  his  active  connection  with  the 
Westville  Improvement  Society,  of  which  he  is  presi- 
dent. He  served  twelve  years  on  the  Westville 
school  board,  and  the  character  of  the  man  is  suffi- 
cient key  to  the  nature  of  his  services.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican in  politics.  Like  his  brother,  he  is  a  zeal- 
ous worker  in  the  Alethodist  Church,  and  he  has  been 
associated  for  about  thirty  years  with  the  \\'estville 
M.  E.  Church,  of  which  he  has  been  a  trustee  for 
twenty  years.  He  has  served  as  president  of  the 
board,  and  was  chairman  of  the  building  committee 
at  the  erection  of  the  new  church,  in  1893.  Socially 
he  is  a  member  of  Ulive  Branch  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  ]^L, 
and  of  West  Rock  Lodge.  Xo.  48,  A.  O.  U.  \V.,  of 
which  he  has  been  treasurer  since  its  formation, 
about  ten  years  ago.  For  alx)ut  twenty-eight  years 
he  belonged  to  the  Governor's  Horse  Guard,  and 
he  held  all  the  offices  in  that  organization  up  to 
captain,  in  which  rank  he  was  serving  at  the  time 
the  Guard  disbanded.  , 

On  Xoy.  3,  1880,  Mr.  Farnham  married  ?\Iiss 
Jennie  B.  Austin,  daughter  of  John  X.  Austin,  of 
Westville,  and  they  have  had  five  children,  Birdsey 
A.,  Selletta  O.,  Anneva  ^L,  John  Royden  (deceased) 
and  Myrlon  A. 

ALBERT  A.  IRIOX,  retired,  for  over  a  quarter 
of  a  century  a  respected  resident  of  Waterbury,  and 
a  well-known  builder  and  contractor,  is  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  born  at  Great  Barrington  April  13. 

1845- 

George  Irion,  his  father,  was  born  at  Baden- 
Baden,  Germany,  and  came  to  this  country  when 
thirty-six  years  of  age,  eventuallv  settling  in  Great 
Barrington.  Mass..  where  he  followed  the  business 
of  contractor  and  builder.  He  there  married  Hen- 
rietta Glentz,  also  a  native  of  Germany,  born  in 
Hessen-Darmstadt,  whence  the  family  came  to  Great 
Barrington,  where  her  father  was  engaged  in  the 
tanning  business.  A  family  of  six  children  w:re 
born  to  George  Irion  and  his  wife,  as  follows :  ^la- 
tilda  is  the  deceased  wife  of  Charles  Fuller,  a 
machinist  in  Lee,  Mass. ;  Augustus  is  a  sewing- 
machine  agent  in  Long  Island  City;  Albert  A.  is  our 


subject ;  Edward,  a  cigar  merchant  in  Xew  York, 
died  in  Colorado;  .Mina  died  unmarried;  Colena  is 
the  wife  of  lulward  Morree,  and  thev  live  in  the 
\yest.  The  parents  of  this  family  "both  died  in 
Great  Barrington,  the  father  in  1870,  the  mother  in 
1867. 

.Albert  A.  Irion,  whose  name  opens  this  sketch, 
received  a  liberal  education  at  the  schools  of  Great 
Barrington.  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  com- 
menced working  in  a  woolen-mill.  After  four  years' 
experience  there  he  learned  carpentry,  a  trade  lie  fol- 
lowed all  his  life,  together  with  a  considerable 
amount  of  contracting  and  building  in  Waterburv, 
to  which  city  he  came  in  1868.  In  1898  he  retired 
from  active  business. 

On  Sept.  2j,  1869,  Mr.  Irion  married  Gennette 
\'an  Alstyne,  who  was  born  in  West  Stockbridge, 
-\lass.,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  L.  \'an  Alstyne,  who 
was  descended  from  old  Dutch  stock.  Six  chil- 
dren were  born  to  ]Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irion,  all  sons: 
George,  Julius,  Burton,  Roley,  Albert  and  Edward ; 
Julius  and  Roley  are  deceased.  The  family  in  re- 
ligious faith  are  Episcopalians ;  in  politics  Mr.  Iriorr 
is  independent.  For  a  number  of  years  he  served 
en  the  L)oard  of  public  works  in  Waterbury. 

ORVILLE  HAR\'EY  STEVEXS,  long  an 
honored  and  respected  citizen  of  Waterbury,  was 
born  in  Clinton.  Conn.,  ]\Iarch  31.  1824,  and  died 
Xov.  17,  1894,  at  the  age  of  seventy. 

Capt.  Elias  Stevens,  his  grandfather,  was  born 
in  Clinton  Sept.  20,  1762,  and  died  June  6,  1852. 
In  the  war  of  the  Revolution  he  served  at  West 
Point.  Priscilla  Chapman,  his  wife,  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Deacon  Jedediah  Chapman,  and  was  born  at 
West  Brook,  Conn.,  in  1766.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  1785,  and  became  .the  parents  of  ten  chil- 
dren: Hiel,  Polly,  Henry,  Charles,  Elias.  Harvey 
(father  of  Orville  Harvey),  Samuel  L.,  Lcuisa, 
Jedediah  and  X'athaniel. 

Harvey  Stevens  was  born  in  Clinton  March  31, 
1799,  and  died  April  19,  1888.  He  married  Betsy 
Kilbourn,  who  was  born  in  Clinton,  Conn.,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Jonathan  Kilbourn,  a  representative  of  an  old 
English   family.     Jonathan    Kilbourn   was  born    in 

i  East  Haddam.  and  was  descended  from  Thomas  Kil- 
bourn. who  was  born  in  England  in  1578.  John, 
son  of  Thomas,  was  born  in  England  in  1624,  and 
had  a  son  John  (2),  born  in  Waterford.  Jonathan 
Kilbourn  (i),  son  of  John,  was  born  in  Glaston- 
bury, Conn.,  and  his  son.  Jonathan  (2),  was  born 

;  in  Colchester,  Conn.,  and  became  the  owner  of  sev- 

':  eral  mills.  Jonathan  (2)  was  of  an  inventive  turn 
of  mind,  and  the  iron  screw  is  the  product  of  his 
thought;  he  was  a  politician,  and  represented  his 
district  in  the  General  Court.  Capt.  Jonathan  (3). 
son  of  Jonathan  (2).  was  born  in  Colchester,  and 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  his  son,  Jona- 

j  than  (4),  was  born  in  East  Haddam.  and  became 
the  father  of  Jonathan  (5),  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Betsy  (Kilbourn)  Stevens.     To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ste- 


-'.'o      .<i- 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


597 


-vens  were  born  two  children :  Orville  Harvey  and 
Elizabeth,  the  latter  the  wife  of  S.  Wilcox,  of' Clin- 
ton. 

Orville  Harvey  Stevens  was  reared  to  early  nian- 
liood  on  his  father's  farm  and  had  the  privilege  of 
an  unusually  good  education.  When  a  young  man 
he  worked  on  the  farm  during  the  summer,  and  in 
the  winter  taught  school.  In  early  manhood  he  went 
to  Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the 
.grocery  business  for  some  two  years,  and  in  1852 
made  his  first  appearance  in  W'aterburv.  Here  he 
promptly  became  established  in  business,  and  was 
associated  with  the  commercial  interests  of  the  citv 
as  long  as  he  lived.  The  Blake  &  Johnson  Co.  owes 
not  a  little  of  its  extended  business  to  his  arduous 
labors  as  its  president  for  many  vears.  At  one  time 
he  was  treasurer  of  the  Carrington  Manufacturing 
Company. 

On  May  5,  1853,  Mr.  Stevens  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Harriet  E.  Elton,  who  was  born  in 
Hartford,  a  daughter  of  Calvin  and  Jerusha  (Cad- 
well)  Elton,  the  former  a  son  of  William  Elton. 
John  Elton  was  the  first  of  the  family  to  come  to 
this  country,  and  he  settled  at  Branford,  Conn.,  later 
moving  from  there  to  Bristol.  Ebenezar  Elton,  his 
son,  was  born  at  Middletown,  Conn.,  was  the  father 
of  a  numerous  family,  of  whom  Nathaniel  Elton 
was  the  father  of  William,  whose  name  appears 
above.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevens  was 
blessed  with  two  children :  Charles  E.  and  Jennie 
E.  Jennie  E.  became  the  wife  of  William  K.  Mayo 
(deceased),  who  was  a  commodore  in  the  navy;  she 
is  still  living.  Charles  E.  graduated  from  Princeton. 
was  a  mining  engineer  in  the  western  country,  and 
is  now  a  hotel  keeper  at  Readfield,  Elaine.  !Mr. 
Stevens  was  a  Republican,  and  was  closelv  associated 
with  municipal  politics,  serving  as  selectman  and 
road  commissioner  many  years.  He  had  other  im- 
portant nominations,  but  suttered  the  fate  of  his 
party  and  was  not  elected.  He  filled  a  long  term  as 
water  commissioner  and  another  as  police  commis- 
sioner. Mr.  Stevens  was  a  courteous  gentleman, 
of  a  kind  heart  and  a  gracious  manner.  Honesty, 
integrity,  breadth  of  view,  a  high  sense  of  honor 
and  a  deep  religious  feeling  were  strongly  marked 
characteristics  of  the  man. 

GEORGE  MYERS,  master  mechanic  for  the 
Goodyear  India  Rubber  Glove  Co.,  and  a  highly  es- 
teemed citizen  of  Xaugatuck.  is  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, born  in  Eycoming  county.  Xov.  22,  1845. 

George  ]\[yers,  Sr.,  his  father,  was  born  and 
1  eared  rn  a  farm  in  the  same  countv.  and  there  spent 
his  entire  life  engaged  as  a  farmer  and  lumber 
dealer.  He  wedded  Mary  Snyder,  who  was  born 
in  >,e\v  Jersey,  of  German  ancestry,  and  to  them 
were  born  twelve  children,  namely:  Lucy  married 
O.  Ranisdalc,  a  lumberman  from  Massachusetts, 
•now  deceased  :  Andrew  is  a  fanner  of  Jersey  Shore, 
Pa.;  Barb.ara  and  Eliza  both  died  young:' Harriet 
married  John  Cast,  a  meat  dealer  of  Lock  Haven, 


Pa.;  Catherine  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  G.  P. 
Smith,  a  railroad  man  from  Massachusetts;  Re- 
becca married  Edward  Messer,  a  lumberman  of 
Williamsport.  Pa. ;  Mary  died  unmarried ;  Lydia 
is  the  wife  of  Robert  Easton,  a  machinist  of  Will- 
iamsport, Pa. ;  Michael  is  a  lumber  dealer  of  that 
place  ;  George,  our  subject,  is  next  in  order  of  birth  ; 
Robert  died  young.  The  father  died  when  our  sub- 
ject was  only  four  years  old,  and  the  mother  de- 
parted this  life  in  1892.  Both  were  earnest  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  he  was  a  Whig 
in  politics. 

The  first  sixteen  years  of  his  life  George  Myers 
spent  upon  the  home  farm  in  Lycoming  county.  Pa., 
aiding  in  its  operation  and  attending  the  district 
schools  of  the  locality.  He  then  left  home,  and  for 
thirteen  years  was  engaged  in  railroad  construction 
in  different  sections  of  the  country,  devoting  two 
years  to  the  building  of  the  Xew  England  railroad. 
He  then  went  to  Carmel,  Putnam  Co.,  X.  Y.,  where 
he  worked  on  the  railroad  for  the  same  length  of 
time.  While  there  Mr.  Myers  was  married,  Dec.  24, 
1870,  to  Miss  De  Ette  Xichols,  a  daughter  of  Isaac 
Xichols  and  a  sister  of  F.  S.  X'ichols,  of  Xauga- 
tuck. On  leaving  Carmel  they  went  to  Pleasant- 
ville.  Pa.,  where  cur  subject  ran  an  oil  pumping  en- 
gine in  the  oil  region  for  about  si.x  months.  He 
was  next  engaged  in  railroad  work  at  Brighton, 
Mass.,  for  one  year,  and  at  Zoar,  },Iass..  for  the 
same  length  of  time,  after  which  he  went  to  Plain- 
field,  \'t.,  and  was  similarly  employed  until  coming 
to  Xaugatuck,  Conn.,  in  1875.  Here  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  For  six  years  he  was  engineer  for 
the  Goodyear  India  Rubber  Shoe  Co.,  and  at  the 
end  of  that  period  entered  the  employ  of  the  Good- 
\ear  India  Rubber  Glove  Co.  as  machinist,  remain- 
ing with  them  up  to  the  present  time.  He  is  now 
one  of  the  most  trusted  employes  of  the  firm,  hav- 
ing their  entire  confidence  and  respect,  and  has  held 
the  responsible  position  of  master  mechanic  for  the 
past  twelve  years.  His  son,  Charles  S.  Alvers.  has 
been  bookkeeper  for  the  Goodyear  Metallic  India 
Rubber  Shoe  Co.  for  ten  years.  Mr.  and  ^Irs. 
Ivlyers  have  had  two  children  ;  the  daughter,  Kather- 
ine,  is  now  deceased. 

Politically  Mr.  Myers  is  identified  with  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  was  chief  of  the  Xaugatuck 
lire  department  for  about  three  years,  and  has  always 
taken  a  deep  and  commendable  interest  in  public 
affairs.  He  is  a  prominent  and  active  member  of 
several  civic  societies,  including  the  Improved  Or- 
der of  Red  Men,  the  Foresters  of  America,  the  An- 
cient Order  of  United  Workmen  and  Shephard 
Lodge,  Xo.  78,  F.  &  A.  :M.,  of  Xaugatuck.  With 
his  wife  he  also  belongs  to  the  Eastern  Star  Chapter 
and  the  .\maranth  of  Waterbury.  and  both  hold 
membership  in  the  Episcopal  Church. 

GUSTAV  A.  BECKER  is  an  intelligent,  indus- 
trious citizen  of  German  birth,  who  has  contributed 
his  mite  toward  the  material  and  intellectual  growth 
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of  New  Haven  county.  His  family  has  been  among 
the  most  respected  in  Frankfurt,  on  the  River  Oder, 
in  Prussia,  in  which  city  he  was  brought  up.  He 
was  born  in  Koenigsberg,  Aug.  9,  1S34.  His  pa- 
ternal grandfather  was  John  Frederick,  and  his  fa- 
ther's Christian  name  was  Carl  Frederick.  The 
latter  was  for  many  years  a  clerk  in  the  employ  of 
the  government,  retaining  his  position  until  his 
death,  July  i,  1851;  he  married  Johanna  ]\lelchert, 
whose  birthplace  was  Xew  P.randenburg,  Mecklen- 
burg, Germany,  and  she  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
six.  Six  children  were  born  to  them,  of  Whom  three 
are  yet  living:  Adelheid  and  Johannes  reside  in  Ber- 
lin, Germany;  and  Gustav  A.  The  father  and 
mother  were  both  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Church. 

Mr.  Becker  remained  in  the  Fatherland  until  he 
was  twenty-six  years  old.  In  18C0,  he  crossed  the 
ocean  with  the  family  of  his  intended  to  find  a  new 
home  among  people  whose  customs  and  speech  were 
to  him  new  and  strange.  He  brought  with  him, 
however,  what  was  better  than  fortune — good  health, 
a  sound  constitution,  sturdy  purpose  and  rugged  in- 
tegrity. He  had  learned  the  trade  of  brass  work- 
ing in  his  native  coimtry,  but  after  reaching  these 
shores  he  found  his  way  to  Kentucky,  and  went  to 
work  upon  a  farm.  From  that  State  he  went  to 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  thence  drifted  back  to  Xew 
York.  In  1863  he  went  to  Seymour,  where  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  Austin  G.  Day,  Hard  Rubber 
Works,  which  in  time  changed  to  the  H.  P.  and  E. 
Day  Manufacturing  Co.,  as  a  turner  of  hard  rubber. 
He  soon  demonstrated  his  skill  as  a  workman,  and 
in  1872,  nine  years  after  beginning  his  new  experi- 
ence, he  was  promoted  to  a  responsible  position, 
and  has  continued  to  discharge  the  arduous  and 
responsible  duties  of  that  important  post  with  signal 
ability  and  unswerving  fidelity.  His  technical 
knowledge  is  superior  to  that  of  any  man  about  the 
works;  and  this,  joined  to  his  long  practical  experi- 
ence, makes  him  a  most  capable  and  efficient  super- 
intendent. Naturally  endowed  with  mechanical 
genius  of  a  high  order,  he  has  been  able  to  devise 
and  perfect  many  improvements  in  the  machinery 
used  in  the  plant.  The  force  of  employes  not  infre- 
quently numbers  one  hundred,  and  all  are  under  his 
direct  personal  supervision  and  control.  During  his 
long  connection  with  the  establishment,  he  has  seen 
many  changes  in  its  management,  one  generation 
succeeding  an  earlier  one,  and  sons  taking  the  places 
once  filled  by  their  fathers. 

Mr.  Becker  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife  was  Auguste  S.  Trost,  a  German  maiden,  who 
died  within  a  year  after  their  union,  in  1867.  His 
second  wife  was  Elizabeth,  a  daughter  of  Conrad 
and  a  sister  of  John  N.  Popp,  a  biographical  sketch 
of  whom  may  be  found  upon  another  page.  She 
was  born  in  Bavaria,  March  27,  1852,  and  departed 
this  life  June  24,  1901,  after  a  happy  union  of  twen- 
ty-three years. 

Like  most  men  of  his  race  and  teinperament,  Mr. 


Becker  is  genial,  whole-souled  and  generous,  faith- 
ful to  his  friends  and  charitable  toward  human  frail- 
ty. He  built  his  present  handsome  residence  in 
1895,  and  here  he  loves  to  dispense  a  liberal  hos- 
pitality. He  is  a  member  of  Morning  Star  Lodge, 
Xo.  47,  A.  ¥.  &  A.  M.,  of  Seymour,  and  formerly 
belonged  to  the  Concordia  Society.  His  political 
creed  is  that  of  the  Republican  party,  while  in  relig- 
!  ious  faith  he  is  an  Episcopalian,  and  was  for  many 
years  a  vestryman  in  that  communion. 

SHERMAN  W.  CHIPMAN,  D.  D.  S.,  who  for 
the  past  twenty-two  years  has  been  practicing  den- 
tistry in  W'aterbury,  has  won  for  himself  a  reputa- 
tion in  the  profession  second  to  none  in  the  State. 

Dr.  Chipman  is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born 
Oct.  2,  1852,  at  the  old  Wheaton  place,  on  the  edge 
of  the  town  of  W'aterbury,  a  son  of  William  Chip- 
man,  who  was  born  in  W'aterbury  Aug.  13,  i8ii.  He 
was  apprenticed  to  the  trade  of  shoemaker,  but  be- 
coming dissatisfied  ran  away  from  home,  eventually 
reaching  Mobile,  Ala.,  where  he  learned  the  car- 
penter's trade,  and  followed  same  there  several  years. 
Returning  to  Connecticut,  he,  in  company  with  his 
brother  George,  purchased  a  farm  in  Watertown, 
Litchfield  county,  at  which  time  he  was  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Seth  Thomas  Clock  Co.  After  a  time 
he  removed  to  ]\Iiddlebury,  Xew  Haven  county,  pur- 
chased the  old  Wheaton  place,  and  there  for  several 
years  conducted  a  milk  route.  Retiring  from  that 
business,  he  went  to  Cheshire,  Xew  Haven  county, 
and  in  his  later  years  bought  and  sold  farms,  at  the 
same  time  carrying  on  the  carpentry  business.  He 
died  in  Cheshire  April  21,  1893,  a  Republican  in 
politics,  and  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church. 

On  May  6,  1840,  William  Chipman  was  married 
to  Rowena  Baldwin,  who  was  born  April  11,  1816, 
of  Scottish  lineage,  and  died  Jan.  2/,  1894,  in  Che- 
shire, Conn.  Four  children  came  to  this  union : 
Miss  Jane  E.,  born  Sept.  17,  1842;  Susan  X.,  born 
Xov.  25,  1845,  died  April  26,  1886;  Timothy  L.,  born 
June  14,  1850,  a  jeweler  by  trade,  but  now  Conduct- 
ing the  old  homestead  in  Cheshire ;  and  Sherman  W. 

Sherman  W.  Chipman,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  received  his  education  in  Cheshire,  at- 
tending the  Episcopal  Military  Academy.  He  then 
taught  school  two  terms  in  his  native  town,  also  one 
term  in  Somerville,  X.  J.,  and  upon  returning  to 
Connecticut  commenced  the  study  of  dentistr\'  with 
Dr.  Austin  B.  Fuller,  of  Xew  Haven.  At  the  end 
of  about  one  year  with  Dr.  Fuller  our  subject  at- 
tended the  Pennsylvania  Dental  College,  at  Phila- 
delphia, and  dissected  at  the  Jelterson  Medical  Col- 
lege, then  returned  to  Cheshire  and  opened  a  dental 
parlor  which  he  continued  for  two  years.  During 
this  time,  as  he  had  made  himself  proficient  in  medi- 
cine and  surgery  while  in  Philadelphia,  he  was  called 
in  to  assist  at  a  post  mortem  e.xamination.  On  Feb. 
28,  1874,  he  graduated  from  the  Pennsylvania  Den- 
tal College.     The  Doctor  then  opened  a  dental  office 
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in  Tt>rrin.t::ton,  Litchfield  county,  the  first  of  its  kind 
ill  the  place,  and  here  he  practiced  three  years,  mean- 
time opening  a  branch  office  at  Thomaston.  same 
fount V,  attending  to  both  for  a  time.  In  1879  he 
abandoned  tiie  Torrington  office,  and  ojx^ned  a 
branch  in  Waterbury,  New  Haven  county,  in  course 
of  time  giving  up  the  Thomaston  office  and  moving 
to  W'aterlniry,  where  he  has  for  a  period  of  twenty- 
two  years,  been  engaged  in  the  continuous  practice 
of  his  profession. 

The  Doctor  in"  poHtics  is  a  RepubHcan,  but  not 
active  in  the  affairs  of  the  party.  By  his  own  in- 
dividual efforts  he  has  risen  from  the  position  of  a 
poor  boy  (who  had  to  teach  school  in  order  to  secure 
the  means  of  taking  him  through  college)  to  that  of 
a  man  of  wealth,  accumulated  by  ability  in  his  pro- 
fession, assisted  by  industry  and  indomitable  per- 
severance, not  to  speak  of  the  popularity  he  has  so 
justly  earned. 

WALTER  CLARK  LEWIS,  one  of  the  esteem- 
ed and  well-known  citizens  of  the  town  of  ]\Iadison, 
is  a  descendant  of  an  old  and  honored  family,  origin- 
ally located  in  England. 

George  Lewis,  the  first  of  the  name  to  locate  in 
New  England,  came,  about  1633,  from  East  Green- 
wich, Kent  Co.,  England,  where  he  had  married 
Sarah  Jenkins,  and  located  at  Phniouth,  [Mass.  A 
year  later  he  removed  to  Scituate,  and  there  joined 
the  church,  later  removing  to  Barnstable,  where  he 
died  in  1663.  His  children  were:  ^lary,  who  mar- 
ried John  Bryant,  of  Scituate,  -Mass. ;  Thomas ; 
George,  who  married  Mary  Lombard,  of  Scituate ; 
James,  who  married  Sarah  Lane;  John;  Ephraim ; 
Sarah;  Nathaniel';  and  Joseph. 

Thomas  Lewis,  son  of  George,  came  to  America 
with  his  parents.  He  was  a  surveyor  of  highways. 
He  married  JNIary  Davis. 

Thomas  Lewis,  son  of  Thomas,  was  born  in 
Barnstable  in  1656,  lived  in  Falmouth,  later  in  East- 
ham,  where  he  died.  His  fifth  son,  Zebulon,  was 
the  direct  ancestor  of  our  subject. 

Zebulon  Lewis  removed  to  Haddam,  Conn.,  in 
1723,  from  Salem,  Mass.  He  became  the  father  of 
six  sons :  Zebulon,  Nathan,  Eleazer,  Levi,  Elisha 
and  Thomas. 

Nathan  Lewis,  son  of  Zebulon,  married  and  .in 
his   family  of  children  was  a  son,   Francis. 

Francis  Lewis  grew  to  manhood,  married  and 
became  the  father  of  three  sons,  Ansel,  3>Iilton  and 
Levi. 

Levi  Lewis,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Haddam,  where  he  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  married  Sarah  Doane.  and  moved 
with  his  family  to  Madison,  where  he  located  on  the 
•  Kelsey  place,  near  the  county  line,  continuing  to 
farm.  A  stanch  Whig,  he  upheld  the  principles  of 
that  party  throughout  life.  His  death  occurred  in 
Madison.  In  his  family  were  three  children  :  Phil- 
ander; John  E.,  and  I'hilona,  who  married  Joseph 
Doane,  of  Clinton,  Connecticut. 


John  Erastus  Lewis,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Haddam,  Feb.  9,  1815,  and  came  with 
his  parents  to  Madison,  where  he  grew  to  manhood. 
His  life  was  a  busy  one.  He  engaged  in  farming 
and  the  manufacture  of  lumber,  was  also  in  the  prod- 
uce business,  and  he  was  part  owner  of  a  vessel. 
Endowed  with  considerable  energy  and  business 
ability,  Mr.  Lewis  became  a  prominent  man  in  the. 
community,  was  noted  for  the  correctness  of  his  life, 
and  was  spoken  of  as  one  who  lived  up  to  the  pre- 
cepts of  the  Golden  Rule. 

On  Feb.  13,  1854,  he  was  married  in  Haddam,  to 
Drusilla  Clark,  daughter  of  Coleman  and  Betsey 
(Pelton)  Clark,  granddaughter  of  Asher  Clark,  and 
great-granddaughter  of  Aaron  Clark,  a  soldier  of 
the  Revolutionary  war.  Three  children  were  born 
of  this  union:  Walter  Clark,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch ;  Wallace ;  and  Catherine,  who  married  Ralph 
Burr,  of  ]^Iiddletown.  Mr.  Lewis  died  Dec.  2^, 
1893.  r^Irs.  Lewis,  who  still  survives,  resides  on  the 
old  homestead. 

Walter  C.  Lewis,  the  eldest  son  of  the  family, 
was  born  April  24,  1855,  at  the  family  homesteatl. 
where  he  was  reared,  and  attended  the  district  school 
and  Lee's  Academy.  His  life  has  been  occupied  with 
farming,  and  he  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  land,  making  his  place,  yearly, 
more  attractive  and  valuable.  On  ]\Iay  14,  1879, 
Mr.  Lewis  married  Mary  Nellie  Bristol,  a  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Mary  (Parmelee)  Bristol,  and  a 
granddaughter  of  Uriah  Bristol  and  Albert  Par- 
melee. Three  children  have  come  to  this  union : 
Catherine  Francelia,  born  Sept.  12,  1886;  Wallace 
Frank,  born  Jan.  24,  1895  ;  and  Raymond  Bristol, 
born  Dec.  22,  1896.  In  politics  ]\Ir.  Lewis  adheres 
to  the  Republican  party.  The  family  is  identified 
with  the  Congregational  Church.  There  are  no 
more  highly  esteemed  residents  of  Madison  than  our 
subject  and  his  wife. 

EUGENE  R.  HUBBARD,  one  of  the  well-' 
known  residents  of  New  Haven,  connected  with  the  | 
prominent  firm  of  Reynolds  &  Co.,. and  serving  the 
city  as  president  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  is  one 
of  the  solid  and  substantial  citizens  who  are  de- 
voted to  the  advancement  and  progress  of  this  city 
and  hfr  industries. 

IvJr.  Hubbard  is  a  product  of  New  Haven,  born 
here  Sept.  23,  1852,  a  son  of  Russell  Hubbard,  who 
was  born  in  ^Middlesex  county,  Dec.  6,  1807,  and 
died  in  June,  1S87.  Russell  Hubbard  married  Miss 
Mahala  Wright,  also  of  Middlesex  county,  born 
April  17,  1813,  and  she  died  April,  1899.  After 
marriage,  Russell  Hubbard,  who  was  a  carpenter  and 
joiner,  came  to  New  Haven,  about  1835,  and  lure 
reared  in  comfort  his  family  of  six  children :  Maliala 
who  married  Theodore  F.  Lamb,  of  New  Haven; 
Chauncy  R.,  who  went  to  Brazil,  where  he  d:ed 
when  about  twenty  years  of  age;  Ralpii,  who  died 
in  1877;  Willard,  a  dealer  in  brass  goods,  resides  in 
Boston,  Mass.;  Herbert  L.,  who  is  with  Reynolds 
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&  Co.,  of  New  Haven ;  and  Eugene  R.  During  his 
whole  life,  :\[r.  Huhbard  was  a  consistent  Demo- 
crat, and  both  he  and  wife  were  members  of  the 
Universalist  Clnirch. 

Eugene  R.  flul)l)ard  spent  his  boyhood  davs  in 
New  Haven,  and  attended  both  common  and  high 
school  there.  After  he  had  passed  his  fourteenUi 
year,  he  went  to  work  in  the  New  Haven  Clock  Co., 
where  he  remained  three  years,  and  then  became  an 
employe  of  the  Reynolds  Company,  screw  manufac- 
1  turers,  where  he  continued  for  tw'o  vears,  croin"- 
thence  to  Danbury,  Conn.,  remaining  one  vear.  He 
then  worked  with  Peck  JJros.  &  Co.,  of  New  Haven, 
one  year,  and  in  March,  1874,  he  became  shipping 
clerk  with  Reynolds  &  Co.,  and  has  continued  with 
that  firm  ever  since. 

On  Sept.  17,  1874.  Mr.  Hubbard  was  married  to 
Miss  Emma  J.  French,  of  New  Haven,  a  daughter 
of  Smith  and  Emelie  French,  and  two  children  have 
been  born  to  them,  Maud  1.  and  Eugene  E.     Mr. 
Hubbard  has  always  been  a  Democrat,  and  has  taken 
an  active  interest  in  politics.     In  1895,  he  was  elected 
councilman  in  the  Eleventh  ward,  which  is  regarded 
as  a  Republican  ward,  and  he  was  the  only  one  on 
the   Democratic  ward  ticket  that  was  elected,  this 
testifying  pretty  strongly  to  the  confidence  and  es- 
teem in  which  he  is  held  by  the  community.  In  1S96, 
he  was  nominated  for  alderman  of  the  same  ward, 
but  in  the  city  convention,  he  was  nominated  for  the 
position   of    police    commissioner,    and    thus    was 
obliged   to   resign   the   previous   nomination,   in  the 
following  December  being  elected  to  the  olfice,  for   | 
three  years,  a  Republican  mayor  being  elected  at  the  | 
same  time.     A  short  time  after  his  term  began,  a  j 
new  city  charter  was   formed  and   this   threw   Mr.   1 
Hubbard  out  of  ofiice  by  legislation,  but  the  mayor 
appointed   him   police   commissioner,   for  one  vear.   j 
In  April,  1900,  he  was  elected  alderman  of  the  Si.xth   j 
ward,  and  has  served  most  acceptably  ever  since,   ; 
and  has  recently  been  made  president  of  the  boanl,   [ 
and  acting  mayor  in  case  of  the  absence  or  disability   ' 
of  the  incuinbent  of  that  office.  | 

Fraternally,  Air.  Hubbard  is  connected  with  ' 
Hiram  Lodge,  Xo.  i,  A.  F.  &  A.  M..  and  with  ' 
Montowese  Lodge,  Xo.  15,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is  a  ! 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  Alutual  Aid  Association  ! 
having  passed  through  all  the  chairs  in  the  I.  O.  [ 
O.  F.,  and  has  been  its  secretary.  Mr.  Hubbard  has  | 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  classes,  in  Xew  Haven, 
irrespective  of  party,  and  may  be  justly  called  one 
of  her  representative  men. 

EDWIX  RUSSELL  WHITIXG.  For  three 
generations  the  Whiting  family  have  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  industries  of  Connecticut. 

Jacob  Whiting,  the  grandfather  of  Edwin  R., 
was  born  in  Danbury,  Conn.,  Dec.  27,  1770.  He 
moved  to  Whitney ville,  where  for  many  years  he 
was  closely  identified  with  Eli  Whitney. 'the  manu- 
facturer, and  as  the  right-hand  man  of  Mr.  Whit- 
ney aided  greatly  in  the  development  of  his  inven- 


tions and  factory.  Jacob  Whiting  married,  Feb  11 
1 79 1-  Sarah  Blake,  who  was  born  Feb.  17,  1769.' 
Their  family  of  seven  children  were  as  follows- 
Sally,  born  Sept.  28,  1791  ;  Xathan,  born  April  ii^ 
1794;  Jacob,  father  of  our  subject,  born  March  5 
1796;  Jane,  born  Dec.  31,  1798;  Daniel,  born  \u<-' 
I,  1 801:  Daniel  (2),  born  July  8,  1803;  Eveline, 
born  May  r,  1805. 

Jacob   Whiting,    the    father   of   Edwin   Russell 
was  a  hfe-long  resident  of  Hamden,  Conn.     He  ac- 
quired the  trade  of  gun.smith,  serving  an  eleven  vears 
apprenticeship  with  ICli  Whitncv.  Sr.,  and  for  many 
years  worked  in  the  Whitnev  factorv.     He  married 
in  October,  1816,  Rebecca  Allincj,  a  native  of  Ham- 
den, daughter  of  a  farmer  and  butcher  of  that  town 
To  Jacob  and  Rebecca  (Ailing)  Whiting  were  born 
seven  children,  as  follows:     .Maria,  born  June   10, 
1818,  married  James  F.  Wilcox,  of  Westville,  and 
died    in    1898,    leaving    two    daughters,    Angeline 
(widow  of  Frank  Cummings )    and  Ella    (wife  of 
Edwin   Payne,  of  Hartford)  ;  Jared,  born  in   1820, 
married  Susan  Leek,  and  died  in  the  town  of  Ham- 
den  m   1895,   leaving    a    widow     (who   resides     in 
Uhitneyvillej,     and     seven    children,    Ellen     (de- 
ceased),   Dennis,    Isabella     (deceased),    Frederick 
(deceased),  Putnam,  Hayden  and  Isadora;  Russell, 
born  in  1822,  died  in  infancy;  Grace,  born  in  1824,' 
is  the  widow  of  Frederick  Thomas,  of  Westville ; 
Mary,  born  May  4,  1827,  died  April  10.  1847,  leav- 
ing one  son.  Burton  L!  L^mberfield,  now  a  prom- 
j  inent  member  of  the  police  force,  Hartford,  Conn. ; 
Edwm   R.,   subject   of  this   sketch,   born   Mav  20, 
1830;  Ellen,  born  in  1838,  died  Oct.  5,  1840.'  Re- 
I  becca,  the  mother  of  these  children,  died  in   Xew 
!  Haven    April    7,    1880,    aged    eightv-three    vears. 
Jacob  Whiting,  the  father,  died  in  Hamden  Tune  2, 
!  1866;  he  w'as  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  inhis  re- 
ligious views  independent. 

Edwin  R.  Whiting,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
passed  his  boyhood  days  at  Whitnevville.  attend- 
ing the  public  schools  of  the  town  'until  the  age 
of  fourteen  years,  wdien,  on  Sept.  18,  1844.  lie  came 
to  Xew  Haven,  and  at  that  age  began  a  service  at 
two  flollars  per  week  in  what  are  now  the  works  of 
C.  Cowles  Co.,  manufacturers  of  carriage  ^  trim- 
mings, but  which  was  then  Judson,  Cornwall  & 
Cowles,  which  extended  through  the  long  period 
of  thirty-five  years. 

This  long  term  of  service  was  broken  bv  Mr. 
Whiting's  military  service  during  the  Civil'  war. 
He  enlisted  at  Centerville,  Conn.,  Aug.  9,  1862,  in 
Co.  I,  24th  Conn.  \'.  I.  The  regiment  was  assigned 
to  Gen.  Banks  and  participated  in  his  Louisiana 
campaign,  perfomiing  an  important  part  at  the 
sieere  of  Port  Hudson.  Mr.  Whiting  was  taken  ill. 
and  was  confined  in  the  hospital  from  :\Iav  20. 
1863.  until  August,  when  he  was  sent  home.'  He 
was  in  the  service  thirteen  months  and  was  mus- 
tered out  at  ]vIiddletown.  Conn.,  Sept.  30.  1863. 

Returning  to  Xew  Ha\'en  :\Ir.  Whiting  resumed 
his  position  with  the  C.  Cowles  Co.,  and  during  the 
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latter  years  of  his  connection  witli  the  company  did 
work  on  contract  for  them  and  lastly  as  superin- 
tendent. In  1880  he  retired  from  active  work  in 
the  factory  to  devote  his  time  exclusively  to  his  real 
estate  interests,  of  which  he  now  possesses  consid- 
erable. 

On  July  4,  1849,  Mr.  Whiting  married  Louezer 
A.  Hickox,  of  Woodbridge,  who  was  born  July  28, 
1828,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Lucy  (Ailing) 
Hickox,  farming  people,  and  great-granddaughter 
of  Reuben  Hickox,  who,  as  an  English  emigrant, 
settled  in  Durham,  Conn.  The  maternal  grand- 
father of  Mrs.  Whiting  was  Justice  Ailing,  of 
Woodbridge.  Of  these  families  Henry  Hickox  is 
the  only  one  left  in  Woodbridge.  To  our  subject 
and  wife  were  born  four  children,  viz. :  Jennie 
A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen ;  E.  Park,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  seventeen ;  Howard  E.,  of  Xew 
Haven,  who  married  Marguerite  O'Xeil,  and  has 
three  children,  Ceres  Belle,  Henry  and  Edwin ;  Le- 
roy  E.,  proprietor  of  the  hosiery  manufacturing  fac- 
tory known  as  the  White  Knit  Alills,  New  Haven, 
and  who  married  Carrie  Anna  Elder,  of  Hartford. 

In  politics  ^Ir.  Whiting  is  independent.  He  is 
one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  Xew  Haven  Cre- 
mation Society,  which  has  about  one  hundred  mem- 
bers. Possessing  business  sagacity  of  a  high  order, 
he  is  a  typical  citizen  of  the  city  of  Xew  Haven,  in- 
terested in  its  splendid  progress,  and  contributing 
not  a  little  during  his  residence  of  more  than  a  half 
century  within  its  limits.  Mr.  Whiting  has  de- 
signed and  arranged  the  plans  of  the  houses  he  has 
built  and,  with  the  aid  of  his  faithful  wife,  he  has 
ornamented  and  furnished  the  handsome  house  on 
Dixwell  avenue,  so  that  probably  no  house  in  the  city 
of  equal  value  is  its  superior.  JNIr.  and  ]\Irs.  Whit- 
ing began  married  life  poor,  and  from  their  united 
and  well  directed  efforts,  coupled  with  much  hard 
work,  their  well  deserved  success  has  come  to  them 
in  thoir  declining  years. 

TREAT  (Line  of  A.  B.  Treat).  From  the 
earliest  settlement  of  Connecticut,  at  Hartford. 
Windsor  and  Wethersfield.  the  Treats  have  been 
residents  of  the  Commonwealth  and  prominent  in 
its  annals.  For  generations  the  town  of  Orange 
has  been  the  home  of  many  of  the  name,  and  of  a 
number  in  the  line  of  Isaac.  Isaac  Piatt  and  Arthur 
B.  Treat — father,  son  and  grandson—  the  lat- 
ter of  whom  for  years  has  been  a  promiient  and 
one  of  the  leading  mason  builders  and  contractors 
in  Xew  Haven,  and  of  him  and  his  lineage  it  is  the 
purpose  of  this  article  to  treat. 

Born  April  6.  1853.  in  Orange,  son  of  Isaac 
Piatt  and  Mary  J.  (Barnes)  Treat.  Arthur  Barnes 
Treat  is  descended  in  the  ninth  generation  from 
Richard  Treat,  who  was  born  in  1584.  in  Pitminister, 
Somersetshire.  England,  was  married  there  April 
27.  161 5.  to  Alice  Gaylord.  baptized  in  1594.  and 
with  wife  and  nine  children  left  England  about 
1638   for   the   American   colonies.     Mr.   Treat   was 


among   the   early    settlers    in   Wethersfield,    Conn., 
where  he  is  on  record  as  among  the  freemen  of  1669. 

From  this  emigrant  settler  Arthur  B.  Treat's 
lineage  is  through  Gov.  Robert  Treat,  Capt.  Joseph, 
Joseph  (2),  Deacon  Joseph  (3),  Isaac,  Isaac  (2), 
and  Isaac  Piatt  Treat. 

(II)  Gov.  Robert  Treat,  son  of  Richard  the  set- 
tler, born  in  1624-5,  '"  Pitminister,  married  (first) 
Jane  Tapp.  She  died  in  1703.  Mr.  Treat  located 
in  the  town  of  Milford  where  Xov.  20,  1639,  at 
the  first  meeting  of  the  planters,  he  was  one  of  the 
nine  apiwinted  to  survey  and  lay  out  the  lands  of 
the  town.  From  the  very  beginning  Mr.  Treat  took 
a  prominent  part  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  town, 
and  through  a  long  period  of  years  was  a  conspicu- 
ous character  in  the  colony  of  Connecticut.  Air. 
Treat  was  to\ni  clerk  in  1640.  His  public  career  can 
be  thus  summed  up;  first  a  deputy  from  Milford  to 
the  General  Court  six  years  ;  five  more  years  from 
X'ewark  to  the  Assembly  of  Xew  Jersey ;  magistrate 
in  X'ew  Haven  General  Court  and  assistant  in  that 
of  Connecticut  for  eight  years ;  and  twenty  years 
in  the  halls  of  legislation  ;  seventeen  years  as  deputv 
governor ;  and  thirteen  years  as  governor.  He  and 
his  wife  were  early  received  into  the  church  in  Mil- 
ford.    Gov.  Treat  died  July  12.  17 10. 

(HI)  Capt.  Joseph  Treat,  son  of  Gov.  Robert, 
born  Sept.  17,  1662,  in  Milford,  continued  to  live 
there.  He  married  (first)  Frances,  daughter  of 
Richard  and  Hilary  (Pantry)  Bryan.  Mr.  Treat 
rose  successively  from  sergeant  to  captain,  and  ren- 
dered good  service  to  his  country  in  the  Indian 
troubles.  He  was  deputy  from  Milford  in  1707  and 
1708  to  the  General  Court;  and  a  justice  of  the 
peace  for  Xew  Haven  county,  1702-19.  Capt. 
Treat  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  the 
town  of  Xew  Hartford.  He  died  Aug.  9,  1721,  and 
his  wife.  Frances,  who  was  born  Feb.  13,  1668,  died 
Sept.  21,  1703. 

(IV)  Capt.  Joseph  Treat  (2),  son  of  Capt.  Jos- 
eph, born  March  21,  i6c>3,  in  Milford.  married  first. 
June  9,  1720.  Hannah  Buckingham,  who  died  May 
-5'  ^733-  Capt.  Treat,  like  his  father  before  him, 
served  successively  as  ensign,  lieutenant  and  captain 
in  the  train  band  of  Milford.  He  was  deputy  to  the 
General  Court  for  five  years  between  1748  and 
1756.  and  served  as  selectman  in  1771  and  1772. 
His  death  occurred  Mav  17.  1772. 

(V)  Deacon  Joseph  Treat  (3),  son  of  Capt. 
Joseph  Treat  (2).  born  Xov.  28.  1727.  in  Milford, 
married  Alary  Alerwin,  and  resided  in  Xorth  Mil- 
ford, now  the  town  of  Orange.  Deacon  Treat  died 
July  27,  1 791,  and  Mrs.  Treat.  July  2t„  1803. 

(VI)  Isaac  Treat,  son  of  Deacon  Joseph  (3), 
born  in  Xorth  Milford  (Orange).  Ajiril  7.  I75''>. 
married  Feb.  9.  1785.  Mehitabel  Piatt,  born  March 
;.  1762.  Mr.  Treat  was  a  farmer  on  Grassy  Hill. 
He  died  Oct.  9.  1822,  and  Mrs.  Treat  died  Sept.  15, 
1836. 

(VII)  Isaac  Treat  (2).  son  of  Isaac,  born  Aprd 
8,  1795,  in  Orange,  married  Oct.  20,  1820,  Martha 
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M.  Piatt,  and  resided  in  Orange  where  he  was  a 
farmer  and  a  wealthy  and  influential  citizen.  He 
died  Oct.  i6,  1861,  and  ]\Irs.  Treat  died  Nov.  4, 
1876,  aged  seventy-four  vears. 

(VIII)  Isaac 'Platt  treat,  son  of  Isaac  (2), 
born  Nov.  8,  1826,  in  Orange,  married  (first)  Jan. 
27,  1850,  Mary  Jane  Barnes,  wlio  died  Jan.  31,  1857. 
He  married  (second)  June  15,  1858,  Sarah  Booth, 
who  died  in  1S81,  and  (third)  in  18S5,  he  wedded 
Lydia  jM.  Osborn.  She  died  in  ^lay,  1900.  Mr. 
Treat  was  formerly  a  farmer  of  Orange.  He  held 
various  town  ofifices.  among  them  member  of  the 
board  of  school  visitors,  selectman,  assessor  and 
grand  juror.  His  children,  all  born  in  Orange,  were: 
Emma  J.,  born  ^lay  23.  1851,  married  Nov.  28,  1872, 
Henry  C.  Beers,  and  is  a  resident  of  New  Haven ; 
Arthur  Barnes  Is  referred  to  more  fully  farther  on ; 
Howard  Platt,  born  Jan.  20,  1857.  married  Dec.  22, 
1880,  Alfreda  Isabel  Rogers.  Flora  B.,  a  daughter 
by  the  second  marriage,  married  W.  M.  Andrew. 

Arthur   B.vrnes  Treat,   son    of    Isaac    Platt 
Treat,  received  his  school  training  in  the  neighbor- 
hood district  school  and  the  high  school,  then  for  a 
period  in  1869  attended  Oberlin  College,  at  Oberlin, 
Ohio,  taking  the  preparatory  course  in  that  institu- 
tion.    Returning  to  Connecticut  in  1870  he  learned 
the  mason  building  trade,  serving  an  apprenticeship 
of  three  years  with  the  firm  of  Smith  &  Sperry,  and 
for  six  years  following  was  in  the  employ  of  that 
firm,  during  that  period  working  on  a  number  of  the 
"Vale  College  buildings  and  others  of  importance  in 
the  city  of  New  Haven.     It  is  of  note  to  state  that 
young  Treat  earlv  began  to  be  self-reliant,  and  at 
fourteen   undertook   and    successfullv   completed   a 
contract  he  made  with  the  Derby  Railroad  to  supply 
it  with  stone.     At  twenty-five,  in  1877,  ^^^-  Treat 
began  a  business  career  on  his  own  account,  which 
has  been  most  honorable  and  successful,  following 
the  line  in  which  he  had  served  an  apprenticeship. 
He  'was  first  associated  for  a  short  time  with  Hill- 
ard  B.  Fenn,  who     died  a  few  months  thereafter. 
He  then   for   years  conducted  the  business   alone, 
later  becoming  a   member  of  the   firm  of   Smith. 
Sperry  &  Treat,  with  the  senior  member  of  which  he 
had  previously  been  identified.     Still  later  the  firm 
becanie  as  it  has  since  remained,  Sperry  &  lieat. 
whose  office  is  at  Room  308  Washington  Building. 
No.  39  Church  street.     The  hidividual  meml-.ers  of 
the  iirm — Hen.  N.  D.  Sperry  and  Arthur  B.  Treat 
— need  no  introduction  to  the  people  of  New  Haven, 
nor  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  as  both  are  well 
land  favorably  known  throughout  the  State,  in  nearly 
every   section    of   which    their   building   operations 
have  been   carried.     Then   Mr.   Sperry's  long  and 
lionorable  public  career,  which   is  known   to  even 
everv  schoolboy,  makes  the  firm  doublv  well  known. 
For  a  quarter  of  a  century  Mr.  Treat  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  building  interests  of 
New   Haven   especiallv.   and  has   figured   conspicu- 
cuslv  in  the  erection  of  scores  of  the  modern  dwell- 


ings, business  and  public  buildings  that  have  gone 
up  in  the  city.    He  has  also  done  much  work  in  var- 
ious other  localities  and  in  other  cities  of  the  State. 
He  built  the  Crockett  Varnish  Works  at  Bridgeport, 
and  the   Bridgeport  Hospital,  the  mason  work  of 
which  alone  was,  approximately,  $40,000.     He  built 
Christ's    Church   edifice   in   \V'estport ;   the   graded 
school  building  in  Stratford;  and  a  handsome  resi- 
dence on  the  Sterling    estate ;    and    the    Fairfield 
county   court   house    in    Bridgeport.      For   a   time, 
through  the  middle  eighties,  he  had  a  branch  es- 
tablishment and   a  partner   in    Bridgeport,   and  in 
that  city  erected  manv  structures  not  named  in  the 
foregoing.     Among  the  manv  buildings  erected  by 
him  in  New  Haven,  as  a  partner  in  Smith,  Sperry 
&  Treat,  are:     The  Burrett  ^lanville  block  on  East 
Chapel  street,  and  the  carriage  works  of  that  gen- 
i  lleman  ;  the  A.  B.  Dodge  block  ;  the  F.  S.  Bradley 
!  dwelling   on   West   Chapel   street ;   the   large   brick 
1  dwelling  of  Robert  Brown  on  the  Yale  Observa- 
!  tory  lot ;  the  George  C.   Pettis  dwelling  on  High 
street;  the  brick  block  of  'Slaj.  T.  Atwater  Barnes 
en  Bradley  street ;  the  block  owned  by  Mrs.  ]^Iary 
.\.  Treat   on    St.   John    street;    the    Henry    Kelsey 
i  block  on  .State    street ;  the    Gregory    street    school 
I  building:     the     Humphrey     street     church     edifice. 
I  Sperrv  &  Treat  built   twenty-six  of  the  new  uni- 
j  versity  buildings,  including  all  the  dormitories  ex- 
I  cept  one.  They   are  now  constructing  the   follow- 
I  ing:      Fayerweather     Dormitory;     Administration 
building;  Clinical  building  for  the  medical  depart- 
i  ment ;  addition  to  the  Kent  laboratory  ;  new  memor- 
I  ial  building  for  the  scientific  department  of  Yale : 
1  rebuilding:  and  remodeling  the  old  "commons"  into 

... 

I  a  laboratory.  These  six  buildings  alone  will  cost 
]  $450,000:  and  all  this  is  under  ^Ir.  Treat's  manage- 
i  ment.  Thev  are  working  under  ten  different  archi- 
!  tects.  and  are  employing  about  one  hundred  and 
!  twenty-five  men,  besides  six  or  seven  sets  of  sub- 
!  contractors,  who  employ  about  three  hundred  men. 
'.  Besides  these  buildings  for  the  universitv,  they  are 
j  constructing  other  public  buildings  in  the  city  and 
j  a  few  private  houses.  Owing  to  the  many  monu- 
I  ments  to  their  handiwork  in  the  university  grounds 
'  thev  are  often  called  the  "College  Builders."  As 
I  Mr.  Sperry's  duties  as  congressman  necessitate  his 
i  being  in  Washington.  D.  C,  a  great  deal  of  the 
time  he  knows  but  little  of  the  business,  and  the 
burden  of  the  management  naturally  falls  upon  Mr. 
Treat's  able  shoulders. 

Mr.  Treat  and  Prof.  H.  L.  Wells,  of  Yale,  are 
m.anufacturers  and  dealers  in  antihydrine.  a  prep- 
aration thev  originated.  This  is  a  material  made  of 
a  high  grade  of  asphalt,  carefully  prepared  in  com- 
bination with  several  chemicals,  which  give  it  the 
peculiar  property  of  forming  ('without  heating) 
a  continuous  glossv  and  impervious  coating  upon 
jiorcus  surfaces.  It  does  away  with  wood  furrings. 
render-  walls  damp  proof,  and  prevents  staining  of 
plastering  on  walls  and  on  fire-proof  work,  and  pre- 
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vents  staining  of  limestone,  brick  facings,  etc.  They 
have  agents  all  throngh  the  United  States  and  arc 
duing  an  extensive  business. 

Arthur  B.  Treat  owes  his  success  to  his  own  in- 
(ioniital)le  will  and  untiring  energy.  He  began  life 
witiiout  a  dollar  and  has,  by  good  managen^ent  and 
careful  business  methods,  won  a  substantial  fortune, 
rolitically  he  is  a  Republican  and  belongs  to  the 
Young  Men's  Republican  Club.  Fraternally  he  is 
a  32d  degree  iSIason,  being  a  member  of  Wooster 
Blue  Lodge,  No.  79,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Xew  Haven  Com- 
mandery ;  Pyramid  Temple,  ^Mystic  Shrine,  of 
Bridgeport,  Conn. :  also  the  Consistory  at  that  place, 
and  the  Knights  Templars  Club,  of  Xew  Haven. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  2d  Company,  Governor's  Foot 
Guards,  having  served  first  as  a  private  for  five 
3-ears,  then  for  two  years  as  corporal,  and  for  one 
year  chief  of  engineers  with  rank  of  captain  on  the 
major's  staff.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution,  his  right  to  membership  be- 
ing through  maternal  lines.  [Nlerritt  Barnes,  grand- 
fatlicr  of  our  subject,  was  a  captain  in  the  vrar  of 
1812  and  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety-four:  his  wife 
lived  to  be  ninety,  and  their  wedded  life  lasted  over 
seventy-one  years.  Jonathan  Barnes,  father  of  Mer- 
ritt,  was  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  fought  at 
Monmouth  and  \'alley  Forge. 

Mr.  Treat  is  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Howard 
Avenue  Congreg-ational  Church,  where  he  was  tenor 
soloist  eight  years,  and  he  is  now  chairman  of  the 
music  conmiittee.  In  the  same  church  he  is  also 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  church  property,  and 
he  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  supporters  of  that 
church.  He  belongs  to  the  "Gounod"  singing  so- 
ciety, in  which  he  had  been  on  the  board  of  govern- 
ment seven  years,  and  he  is  the  third  oldest  mem- 
ber of  that  board. 

Mr.  Treat  is  owner  of  a  large  farm  of  two 
hundred  acres  in  the  town  of  Orange,  which  farm 
has  been  in  the  family  ever  since  Gov.  Treat  bought 
it  from  the  Indians,  except  for  a  period  of  about 
ten  years,  when  Mr.  Treat,  the  present  owner, 
bought  it  back,  and  he  is  the  ninth  to  own  it.  He 
is  at  present  building  an  excellent  new  home  on 
Whitney  avenue.  Air.  Treat  married  Leona  Weeks, 
and  they  had  children  as  follows :  Fannie,  who  is 
at  home;  Arthur  B.,  Jr.,  who  died  in  infancy; 
George  Arthur,  born  Oct.  19,  1883 ;  and  Florence 
B.  For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Treat  married  Airs. 
Catherine  (Qiapman)  Stanley,  widow  of  Herbert 
S.  Stanley,  and  they  have  one  child,  Robert  Sperry, 
born  Oct.  15,  1898.' 

GEORGE  M.  GRISWOLD,  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  and  prominent  citizens  of  New  Haven, 
was  born  April  10,  1848.  in  South  Glastonbury, 
Conn.,  son  of  Anson  and  Samantha  (^Tryon)  Gris- 
wold.  The  Griswold  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in 
Connecticut,  and  on  the  maternal  side  our  subject  is 
a  descendant  of  the  Tryon  family,  one  of  the  very 
oldest  in  Glastonburv. 


Anscn  Griswold,  father  of  George  M.,  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  born  at  Griswoldville,  where 
there  is  a  record  of  his  having  been  "bound  cut"  to 
a  farmer.  Later  he  was  apprenticed  to  the  trade  of 
blacksmith  for  a  short  time,  and  then  to  that  of  car- 
penter, working  at  the  latter  for  some  years  in  Glas- 
tonbury. His  latter  days,  however,  were  spent  upon 
a  farm  in  South  Glastonbury,  where  he  died  aged 
si.xty-one.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Jesse  Trvon, 
who  was  a  farmer,  builder  of  vessels,  shad  fisher 
and  also  owned  and  operated  a  sawmill, accumulating 
comfortable  means.  Jesse  Trvon  married  \\'ealthv 
Shaler,  a  pative  of  Nliddle  Haddam,  Conn.,  who 
lived  to  be  eighty,  and  they  had  a  family  of  five  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  Samantha 
(Mrs.  Anson  Griswold)  and  Edmund.  Three  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anson  Griswold: 
Hudson,  who  is  in  California  ;  Jesse,  on  the  farm ; 
and  George  AL,  our  subject.  Airs.  Griswold  died 
m  1899,  aged  ninety-one,  a  member  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church.     Politically  he  was  a  Democrat. 

George  M.  Griswold  spent  his  boyhood  days  in 
South  Glastonbury,  and  in  September,  1861,  entere'd 
the  general  store  at  East  Berlin.     In  the  spring  of 

1862  he  returned  home,  spent  the  summer  on  the 
farm,  and  during  the  winter  of  1862-63  attended  the 
Naubuc  Academy,  which  was  his  last  schooling. 
In  the  spring  of  1863  he  went  to  Meriden  with  less 
than  five  dollars  and  worked  for  a  short  time  with 
N.   C.   Stiles  at  the  trade  of  machinist,  and  from 

1863  to  1 87 1  was  in  the  employ  of  Charles  Parker. 
He  was  then  for  a  short  time  employed  by  the  Aleri- 
den  Britannia  Co.  Later  he  was  engaged  as  a  tool 
maker  bv  the  Whitnev  Arms  Co.  and  the  Pratt  & 
Whitney  Co.,  of  Hartford.  There  were  many  fine 
vrorkers  in  metals  in  those  days,  and  Mr.  Griswold 
formed  many  very  pleasant  acquaintances,  which 
friendships  have  been  retained  to  this  day. 

In  1875,  having  been  frugal  and  saved  his  money, 
Mr.  Griswold  was  enabled  to  locate  in  New  Haven 
as  a  machinist.  Although  his  capital  was  small,  but 
S800,  by  his  industry  and  the  excellence  of  his  work, 
he  built  up  a  fine  trade,  and  in  1898  built  his  pres- 
ent building  on  L'nion  and'  Fair  streets.  Previous 
to  his  removal  to  this  location  he  was  in  the  Atwater 
building  for  twenty-three  years.  He  manufactures 
dies  am!,  tools  for  fine  metal  working,  and  the  prod- 
uct of  his  factory  is  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  civilized 
world,  even  to  Africa,  China,  Japan  and  the  South 
American  states.  He  makes  all  kinds  of  special  ma- 
chinery from  desigris  or  suggestions  of  inventors. 
The  concern  also  designs  a  great  deal  of  machinerv. 
The  plant  is  a  large  one.  covering  an  area  of  48x85 
feet,  and  the  structure  is  four  stories  high.  .Ml 
the  most  improved  machinery  is  used,,  and  employ- 
ment is  given  to  thirtv  men.  Mr.  Griswold's  thor- 
ough- acquaintance  with  all  the  intricate  details  of 
the  business  enables  him  personally  to  superintend 
the  work  of  manufacture  and  to  give  to  the  product 
of  his  establishment  an  excellence  that  gains  for 
the  goods  a  ready  and  high-priced  market.       Our 
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subject  is  a  self-made  man  in  the  fullest  sense  of 
the  term.  From  boyhood  he;  has  had  practical 
Jvnowledge  of  hard  work.  He  started  in  life  with 
no  resources  but  his  natural  ability,  and  he  has  suc- 
■ceeded  well,  not  only  in  accumulating  worldly 
|;Oods,  but  in  securing  a  position  as  a  citizen  in  the 
best  ranks. 

Mr.  Griswold  was  married  in  1888  to  ]\Iiss  Edna 
E.  Cooke,  born  in  Brooksvale,  daughter  of  Lorin  E. 
Cook,  a  farmer  and  keg  and  furniture  manufacturer, 
who  is  still  living;  his  wife,  who  died  in  1899,  was 
a  lady  of  high  intelligence  and  she  was  deeplv 
jiiourned.  ^^Irs.  Griswold  was  one  of  a  family  of 
five  children.  She  and  her  husband  have  one  daugh- 
ter, Lura  Ednas.  They  are  prominent  members  of 
^t.  Paul's  Church,  of  Xew  Haven,  and  are  intlu- 
<ntial  in  church  and  social  circles.  Mr.  Griswold  is 
a  member  of  the  Missionary  and  Benevolent  So- 
ciety of  St.  Paul,  in  which  he  is  also  an  official. 
The  family  reside  in  a  very  pleasant  home  in  West- 
ville,  built  in  1895. 

In  politics  ^Ir.  Griswold  is  a  Democrat,  but  has 
n&ver  sought  for  political  distinction,  being  so  oc- 
cupied with  his  own  affairs  that,  aside  from  cast- 
ing his  vote  for  the  candidates  of  his  party,  he  has 
kft  the  management  of  civic  aft'airs  to  others.  He 
has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  Masonic  fraternitv, 
"being  a  member  of  Trumbull  Lodge.  A.  F.  &  A.  ^I., 
in  which  he  has  held  offices ;  he  is  also  a  member  of 
Pyramid  Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  \V.,  and  of  the  Golden 
Cross,  being  treasurer  of  the  latter. 

EDWARD  LAUREXS  FRISP.IE,  son  of 
Laurens  and  Artemisia  (Welton)  Frisbie,  was  born 
in  Waterbury  Aug.  22,  1824.  He  is  a  descendant  of 
Edward  Frisbie,  who  came  from  Waks  and  settled 
in  the  Hartford  Colony  soon  after  its  establishment, 
and  who,  in  1644,  was  one  of  a  party  that  purchased 
Totoket  (now  Branford),  and  organized  a  town 
government  there.  About  1750  Elijah  Frisbie,  a 
descendant  of  Edward,  left  Branford  and  settled  in 
Waterbury. 

Edward  Laurens  Frisbie  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  town.  He  was  em- 
ployed chiefly  in  farming  until  1847,  ^vhen  he  en- 
tered the  kettle  department  of  the  \\'aterbury  Bras? 
Co.,  continuing  in  this  situation  until  the  summer 
of  1848,  when  the  old  method  of  manufacturing  ket- 
tles by  stamping  was  superceded  by  a  machine  for 
spinning  them.  In  the  spring  of  1849  ^'^  engaged 
in  casting  brass  and  German  silver  at  the  factory 
of  Brown  &  Elton,  and  remained  in  the  service  of 
that  firm  until  the  organization  of  Brown  & 
Brothers.  He  entered  the  employ  of  the  new  com- 
pany to  take  charge  of  its  casting  department,  and 
remained  with  it  for  thirty  years  (until  January. 
I  1883),  holding  positions  of  responsibility  and  inllu- 
I  ence  in  connection  with  the  management  of  the  con- 
cern.    In  1S54  he  purchased  an  interest  in  it. 

Mr.  Frisbie  represented  the  town  in  the  Legis- 
lature in  1854,  and  again  in  1872.     He  has  held  the 


offices  of  justice  of  the  peace,  selectman,  and  as- 
sessor, and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of 
relief  fdr  the  town.  In  the  city  government  he  has 
served  as  a  councilman  and  as  a  member  of  various 
boards  and  committees.  He  is  the  president  of  the 
Waterl)ury  Savings  Bank,  has  been  a  trustee  of  the 
Dime  Savings  Bank  since  its  formation,  and  is  a 
director  in  the  Manufacturers'  National  Bank.  He 
has  been  front  the  first  a  director  of  the  Waterbury 
Hospital.  When  St.  John's  Episcopal  Church  was 
divided,  he  became  connected  with  the  new  enter- 
prise, and  has  since  that  time  been  a  member  of 
Trinity  parish,  and  a  vestryman,  or  warden,  in  it. 
On  Feb.  11,  1850,  Mr.  Frisbie  married  Hannah 
A.,  daughter  of  Hershel  Welton,  of  Wolcott.  She 
died  July  10,  1857.  The  children  by  this  marriage, 
besides  two  daughters  who  died  in  infancy,  were 
Mary  A.,  who  manried  Ellis  Phelan,  and  Edward 
Laurens.  On  Jan.  12,  i860,  Mr.  Frisbie  married 
Josephine,  daughter  of  Abner  Deming,  of  Derby. 
She  died  Oct.  14,  1872,  leaving  one  daughter,  Jose- 
phine. On  Oct.  2,  1884,  he  married  Emily  J.,  third 
daughter  of  George  W.  Welton. 

DANIEL  J.  AIAHANEY,  a  popular  hotel 
keeper  in  Waterburv,  and  formerly  a  well  known 
contractor  and  builder,  was  born  in  Ansonia,  this 
county,  March  16,  1850. 

Andrew  Mahaney,  father  of  Daniel  J.,  was  born 
in  County  Cork,  Ireland,  in  July,  18 16,  a  son  of 
Daniel  Mahaney,  a  landholder.  Andrew  ^Mahaney 
married  Honora  Ryan,  and  their  marriage  was 
blessed  with  seven  children,  of  whom  three  are  still 
living,  viz. :  Michael  is  an  itinerant  bricklayer ; 
Xorah  married  Thomas  Sherlock,  of  Waterbury ; 
and  Daniel  J.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The 
father  of  these  children  died  in  1889,  and  the  mother 
in   1892. 

Daniel  J.  Mahaney  attended  school  in  Ansonia 
until  quite  a  lad,  and  in  August.  1867,  was  appren- 
ticed to  the  Farrel  Foundrv  Co.,  at  Ansonia.  At 
the  termination  of  seven  weeks,  however,  he  ran 
away  to  New  Havenand  worked  on  a  bench  as  mol- 
der  for  five  months.  On  March  29,  1869,  he  was 
apprenticed  to  Railley  &  Benham  to  learn  bricklay- 
ing: he  worked  for  this  firm  six  months  in  New 
Haven  and  then  went  to  Bridgeport  and  worked  for 
them  until  the  spring  of  187 1.  He  then  began  work 
in  that  city  on  his  own  account,  and  so  continued 
until  June  6,  when  he  went  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and 
worked  on  an  asylum  in  Newburg,  then  in  the  course 
of  construction,  from  June  to  October.  Returning 
to  Connecticut  he  worked  at  Shelton  the  remaining 
two  months  of  1871,  and  on  Jan.  i,  1872.  went  to 
New  Haven,  where  he  worked  until  March  16.  He 
then  made  a  short  visit  to  his  home  in  Ansonia, 
on  March  23,  1872,  going  to  Chicago,  111.,  in  which 
western  metropolis  he  worked  as  foreman  on  the 
'"Palmer  House"  until  Dec.  25,  when  he  returned  to 
Waterbury.  He  remained  there  until  April,  1873, 
at  which  time  he  went  to  Boston,  where  he  worked 
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itiitil  tliL-  following-  winter.  Upon  Iris  return  to 
\\'at(.rliurv,  the  same  year,  he  married  Miss  Mar- 
•  ari't  Casey,  a  native  of  Bethlehem,  Conn.,  and  a 
tlaiij^liter  of  Timothy  Casey.  After  marriage  ]\Ir. 
and  -Mrs.  Alahaney  went  to  Boston,  where  he  fol- 
),,wod  his  trade  until  .Mareh,  1875.  For  a  few  ! 
months  he  was  engaged  in  various  places,  including 
W'atcrhury,  Holyoke,  Mass.,  and  Hartford,  Conn., 
and  in  1876  began  contracting  and  building  in  Wat- 
trbury,  in  which  he  continued  for  five  years,  meet- 
ing with  flattering  success.  In  1876  Mr.  Mahaney 
engaged  in  the  retail  liquor  business  and  hotel  keep- 
ing, and  is  still  thus  engaged. 

To  the  marriage  of  ^Ir.  and  ]\Irs.  ^vlahaney  have 
been  born  fourteen  children,  of  whom  ten  still  sur- 
vive, as  follows:  Xora.  Ellen.  ^Mollie,  William, 
Catherine.  Daniel,  Jr.,  John,  Agnes,  Alice  and  ]Mar- 
garet.  Mr.  Mahaney  has  always  worked  hard  for 
the  Democratic  party  wherever  he  has  lived,  and 
has  wielded  considerable  influence  in  its  councils, 
being  himself  quite  popular  in  its  ranks.  He  is  at 
present  representing  his  party  as  alderman  from 
the  Fourth  ward,  is  also  a  member  of  the  board  of 
public  works,  and  has  served  on  the  board  of  fire 
commissioners.  Fraternally  he  is  a  m^ember  of  the 
B.  P.  O.  E.  and  the  Foresters  of  America.  He  is 
one  of  those  genial,  whole-souled,  public-spirited 
men  who  make  friends  everywhere,  and  he  is  "as 
honest  as  the  day  is  long.'' 

WILBUR   FISK  ROGERS,   a   member  of   C. 
Rogers  &  Bros.,  and  secretary  of  that  company,  was 
born  in  the  old  town  of  Saybrook.  Conn..  July  18, 
1 84 1.     While  still  young  he  came  with  his  parents 
to  Meriden,  becoming  a  pupil  in  the  local  schools, 
and  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  began  for  himself, 
securing  work  with  the  Charles  Parker  Co.  at  fifty 
cents  a  day.     He  attended  school  during  the  wijiter 
season.     This  relation  continued   for  a  number  of 
years,  and  young  Rogers  became  an  adept  at  the 
business  of  silver  plating.     His  second  employment 
was  with  the  ]\Ieriden  Britannia  Co.,  wdiere  he  was 
given  a  place  in  the  plating  department.     At  New- 
ark, X.  J.,  he  became  manager  of  the  plating  depart- 
ment of  A.  J.   Towner,  who  was  engaged  at  job 
plating.     There  Mr.  Rogers  spent  a  year  and  then 
returned  to  Connecticut  to  work  at  his  trade  for 
Rogers  &  Bros.,  at  Waterbury,  beginning  on  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  concern.     In  New  York  he  was 
afterward  employed  by  hi's  brother,  Gilbert  Rogers, 
who  was  associated  at  that  time  with  A.  H.  &  G. 
Rogers  Silver  Plating  Co.     This  business  was  sus- 
jjcnded  on  account  of  the  opening  of  the  Civil  war. 
While  in  Xew  York  Wilbur  F.  Rogers  w^as  fired 
with  ])atriotic  fe\er  of  the  hour,  and  joined  the  mob 
in  its  attack  on  the  Xci^  York  Daybook. a  paper  then 
suppiwfd  to  be  in  sympathv  with  the  South.    .\t  that 
time  all   the  newspaper  offices  were  compelled  to 
make  a  display  of  the  American  flag.     On  the  day 
following   President   Lincoln's   first   call   for  trooos 
Mr.  Rogers  put  down  his  name  and  was  mustered 


into  the  State  service  April  22.  On  May  2,  186 1,  he 
was  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  as  a 
membor  of  Company  F,  4th  X.  Y.  V.  I.,  Col.  Tay- 
lor and  Capt.   Camp  commanding.     This  regiment 
was  known  as  the  1st  Scott  Life  Liuard,  as  the  com- 
mand was  formed  out  of  the  old  organization  of  vet- 
erans of  the  Mexican  war  residing  in   Xew  York, 
llus  splendid  regiment  gave  true  and  loyal  service, 
made  a  fine  record  for  itself,  and  never  failed  to  re- 
spond' bravely  to  the  call  of  duty.     It  was  in  the 
battle  of  Big  Bethel,  among  the  first  of  the  war,, 
and  from  that  time  on  Air.  Rogers  performed  guard 
duty  with  the  regiment  at  Xewport  X'ews.  \'a..  Fort 
.McIIenry,  Perryville  and  Black  River  Bridge,  Md., 
and  Suffolk,  Va.     In  18C2  the  regiment  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  2d  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and 
took  part  in  the  battles  of  Antietam.  Fredericksburg 
and  Chancellorsville.    At  the  last  place  the  regiment  ! 
volunteered  to  go  into  the  fight,  although   its  two 
years'   term   of   enlistment   had   expired.      For   this, 
conduct  the  regiment  received  a  magnificent  recep- 
tion from  the  city  of  X'ew  York  after  its  arrival 
home,  and  the  honor  of  a  review  by  Gen.  Scott,  who 
threw  kisses  to  the  wounded  of  the  regiment  from 
the  balcony  of  the  "Fifth  Avenue  Hcte!''  as  they 
passed  in  carriages.    Air.  Rogers  was  with  his  com- 
mand from  the  first  to  the  last,  took  part  in  all  its. 
battles  and  became  third  sergeant  of  his  company 
and  right  general  guide  of  the  regiment.     On  May 
5.  1863,  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service.  He  re- 
turned to  his  home   in   Aleriden,   and  after   three 
months  re-enlisted  in  Company  G,  35th  X'ew-  Jersey 
Zouaves,  under  Col.  Clark  and  Capt.  Helmer,  be- 
ing made  sergeant  and  general  guide  of  the  regi- 
ment.    This  command  was  sent  to  the  west,  be- 
came a  part  of  the  army  under  Gen.  Sherman,  and 
was   with   him   on   his     famous    expedition     across 
Alississippi    from    \'icksburg.      Then    it    became    a 
part  of  the   17th   Corps  of  Gen.   Sherman's  army 
and  took  part  in  the  battles  of  the  Atlanta  campaign, 
as    follows :     Resaca,    X'ew   Hope   Church,    Dallas. 
Big  Shanty.  Kenesaw  Alountain.  Roswell's   Mills, 
Xickajack  Creek.  Ruff's  Mills.  Decatur,  the  siege  of 
Atlanta,    Ezra   Chapel,   Jonesboro   and   the   March 
to  the  Sea :.  thence  through  South  Carolina  to  Ral- 
eigh, X'.  C. :  was  at  the  surrender  of  Johnston,  and 
from  there  to  Petersburg,  Richmond  and  Washing- 
ton, where  Mr.  Rogers  participated  in  the  Grand 
Review.     He  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  at 
Trenton.  X.  J..  July  20.  1865.  receiving  a  discharge 
t-hat  reflected  credit  on  his  devotion  to  his  country. 
After  his  return   home   Mr.   Rogers   worked  at 
his  trade  with  the  Charles  Parker  Co.  until  the  form- 
ing of  the  firm  of  Rogers  &  Bros.,  of  which  he  be- 
came a  member.    The  first  plating  room  established 
was  superintended  by  him  for  fifteen  years.     A  full 
account  of  this  interesting  and  historic  company  is 
found  elsewhere.     Mr.  Rogers  began  life  as  a  poor 
tov,  worked  hard  from  early  youth,  and  accjuircd  his 
education  as  best  he  could.     His  manly  character, 
i  honor,  integrity  and  genial  disposition  have  secured 
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for  him  the  confidence  of  his  employers  and  the 
respect  of  the  pubHc. 

\n   1895   Mr.   Rogers  was  elected  alderman  on 
the  Republican  ticket   from  the  Fourth  ward  and 
served  four  years,  druing  which  tin:e  he  was  ap- 
pointed chairman  of  several  important  committees. 
While  a  Republican,  he  is  not  a  politician,  and  only 
consented  to  serve  the  city  because  it   seemed  to 
him  a  duty  he  owed  his  neighbors.    A  public-spirited 
man,  he  takes  pride  in  the  service  he  has  been  able 
to  render  his  friends  and  neighbors.     Mr.  Rogers 
and  his  family  belong  to  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
in  which  he  is  a  member  of  the  official  board,  a 
steward  and  teacher  in  the  Sunday-school.     He  be- 
longs to  the  Army  and  Xavy  Club,  of  Connecticut, 
the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  and  is  a  char- 
ter member  of  the  Pacific  Lodge,  Xo.  87,  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  at  ]Meriden.  in  which  he  has  passed  all  the  chairs. 
As  might  be  expected,  judging  from  his  fine  militarv 
record,  Mr.  Rogers  takes  much  interest  in  the  for- 
tunes of  the  G.  A.  R.,  holding  membership  in  ]\Ier- 
riam  Post,  No.  8.  at  Meriden,  and  has  filled  all  the 
offices  up  to  and  including  State  commander.     In 
1880  he  was  appointed  aide-de-camp  en  the  staff  of 
National  Commander-in-Chief  \\'agner.    In  1886  he 
filled  the  office  of  inspector  of  the  Department  of 
Connecticut,  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  N^ational  En- 
campment held  at  St.  Louis.     In  i8qi  he  was  hon- 
ored by  election  to  the  office  of  junior  vice  comman- 
der and  was  promoted  to  senior  vice  commander 
of  the  Department  at  the  Encampment  held  at  Dan- 
bury  in  1892.     In  1893  he  was  elected  department 
commander  at  Willimantic.     During  his  army  days 
Mr.  Rogers  was  never  off  duty,  wounded  or  sick  in 
the  hospital  through  his  entire  term,  and  these  quali- 
ties of  rugged  health  and  hardihood  have  made  his 
assistance  in  the  G.  A.  R.  very  valuable.    He  agrees 
never  to  ask  the  government  for  a  pension  or  any 
other  favor  for  his  services  in  the  war. 

Mr.  Rogers  is  domestic  in  his  tastes  and  has  a 
fine  home,  beautifully  located  on  Akron  street,  where 
he  displays  alike  the  qualities  of  a  devoted  husband, 
thoughtful  and  kind  father,  a  good  citizen  and  an 
abstemious  and  upright  man.  Mr.  Rogers  and  ^^liss 
Mary  J.  Corbin  were  married  Jan.  i,  1867.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Hezekiah  H.  Corbin,  and  be- 
longs to  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  New  England, 
whose  ancestral  history  runs  far  back  into  the  annals 
of  old  England. 

The  name  of  Corbin  appears  on  the  rolls  of  the 
armor-bearers  of  Suft'olk  and  other  English  coun- 
ties as  early  as  1272.  They  came  from  Normandy, 
where  the  familv  is  mentioned  in  1180.  The  first 
of  the  family  to  come  to  this  country  was  Robert 
Corbin,  who  came  from  England,  settling  in  the 
Casco  Bay  territory,  near  Portland,  [Maine,  and 
'"Corbyn  Sound"  perpetuates  his  name.  James  Cor- 
bin, born  at  Roxbury,  Mass..  in  1667,  is  supposed  to 
be  a  remote  ancestor  of  Mrs.  Rogers.  He  married 
Hannah  Eastman  in  1687,  and  among  their  children 


was  one  Philip,  who  married  Dorothy  Barstow,  in 
173 1.  Among  their  children  was  Lemuel,  who 
married  a  lady  from  Dudley.  Their  son,  Philip, 
who  married  Rody  Healev,  was  the  father  of  Philip 
Corbin,  Jr.  He  married  Lois  Chaffee,  and  became 
the  father  of  Hezekiah  H.  Corbin  and  the  grand- 
father of  Mrs.  Rogers. 

Hezekiah  H.  Corbin  was  born  Nov.  29,  1821, 
and  by  his  industrial  activity,  commercial  genius 
and  high  manliness  made  his  name  an  important 
element  in  the  history  of  New  Britain,  to  which 
point  he  came  in  the  early  forties.  In  1866  he  en- 
tered into  partnership  with  T.  W.  Loomis  and  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  paper  boxes.  This 
partnership  came  to  an  end  at  the  expiration  of 
about  a  year,  and  Mr.  Corbin  and  his  son,  PVank  E., 
joined  their  energies  and  built  up  a  large  box  manu- 
facturing business  under  the  name  of  H.  H.  Cor- 
bin &  Son.  In  1890  Frank  E.  Corbin  retired  from 
the  business  and  was  succeeded  by  his  brother,  Wil- 
lis P.  Hezekiah  H.  Corbin  died  Nov.  6,  1897,  and 
left  the  memory  of  a  good  man,  a  straightforward 
and  reliable  person  in  the  business  world  and  a 
genial  companion  and  obliging  neighbor.  He  was 
married  Feb.  16,  1844,  in  the  town  of  Willington, 
to  Maria  B.  Ryder,  a  daughter  of  Byers  and  Abi- 
gail (Eldridge)  Ryder,  and  born  in  Westford,  Jan. 
6,  1825.  To  this  union  were  born  four  children: 
Mary  Jane,  born  at  Willington,  June  13,  1845,  is  the 
wife  of  Wilbur  F.  Rogers,  of  ]\Ieriden.  Frank 
Eugene  was  born  at  Hartford,  Dec.  13,  1849.  Homer 
Montrose,  born  Hampden,  Ohio,  died  Oct.  13,  1853. 
Willis  P.,  born  in  New  Britain.  Feb.  20,  1856,  since 
the  death  of  H.  H.  Corbin  has  been  in  entire  charge 
of  the  immense  box  manufacturing  business  already 
mentioned.  Hezekiah  H.  Corbin  was  a  man  of 
much  intelligence  and  wide  reading.  As  a  leader 
in  tjie  Advent  Church  he  was  known  throughout 
the  State,  and  was  one  of  the  principal  organizers  of 
the  church  of  that  faith  in  New  Britain. 

Mrs.  Wilbur  F.  Rogers  is  a  lady  of  refinement, 
of  wide  information  and  is  a  very  enthusiastic  ad- 
vocate of  the  cause  of  woman  suft'rage.  Though 
domestic  in  her  tastes,  she  takes  a  deep  interest  in 
matters  of  local  interest,  and  for  several  years  has 
been  president  of  the  Aleriden  Political  Equality 
Club,  which  she  helped  to  organize.  She  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  high  school  committee  of  ^Meriden, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  board  several  years,  en- 
joving  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  woman 
elected  to  such  a  position  in  the  State.  ^Irs.  Rogers 
was  a  graduate  of  the  high  school  and  the  State 
Normal  School  at  New  Britain,  and  for  several 
years  was  a  teacher  in  the  schools  of  ]\Ieriden.  As 
a  wife  and  mother  she  is  all  that  could  be  desired, 
and  in  her  home  the  utmost  happiness  and  content- 
ment prevail.  In  the  First  Methodist  Church  she 
is.  and  has  been  for  several  years,  the  efficient  presi- 
dent of  the  Ladies  Aid  Society.  She  is  a  prominent 
member  of  Susan  Carrington  Clark  Chapter,  D.  A. 
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K.,  of  Meriden.  A  great  reader  and  well  posted  on 
all  the  issues  of  the  day,  her  words  command  atten- 
litiu,  and  her  conversational  powers  are  marked. 

The  home  of  Air.  and  Mrs.  Ro,2:ers  has  been 
I'riglitened  by  three  children:  (i)  Zula  Elizabetli, 
l«.rn  Sept.  21,  1874,  graduated  from  the Meriden 
]ii!,di  school  and  from  the  Wesleyan  University,  in 
.Middletown,  with  the  degree  of  B.  S.,  in  1898;  then 
becoming  a  teacher,  she  taught  at  Bordentown  a 
^car,  and  is  now  one  of  the  force  of  instructors  con- 
nected with  the  high  school  at  Meriden.  though  at 
tlie  present  time  abroad  on  a  trip  through  Europe. 
She  pursued  post-graduate  courses  at  Harvard  and 
Yale,  is  a  student  of  microscopy  and  a  linguist  of 
no  mean  ability,  reading  and  sneaking  readily  the 
French,  German,  Italian  and  other  foreign  tongues. 
She  is  a  young  woman  of  exceedingly  modest  char- 
acter. (2)  Burton  Cephas  is  a  graduate  of  the  'Slev- 
iden  high  school,  and  for  two  years  was  a  student 
at  the  Wesleyan  University,  but  met  with  a  foot- 
ball accident  which  prevented  him  from  completing 
the  course.  For  a  time  he  was  shipping  clerk  for 
C.  Rogers  &  Bro.,  and  is  now  at  Danbury  as  director 
and  secretary  of  the  Russell-Tomlinson  Electric  Co. 
A  young  man  of  ability  and  promise,  he  is  popular 
in  the  circles  in  which  he  moves,  where  his  worth 
and  modest  character  are  known  and  approved.  (3) 
Howard  Wilson,  born  Dec.  2y,  1870,  died  'Slav  30, 
1S83. 

The  Rogers  family,  to  which  Wilbur  F.  Rogers 
belongs,  is  traced  back  to  John  Rogers,  the  mar- 
tyr, who  was  born  in  1505.  James  Rogers,  the 
first  of  the  family  in  America  claiming  to  be  a  de- 
scendant of  John  Rogers,  the  martyr,  brought  over 
the  latter's  Bible,  which  is  now  in  Alfred  University, 
in  New  York.  James  Rogers  was  born  in  161 5  in 
England,  and  came  to  America  in  1635,  making  the 
voyage  in  the  ship  "Increase"  from  London.  He 
made  his  home  in  Stratford,  Conn.,  and  there  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Rowland,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Row- 
land. They  afterward  removed  to  Xew  London, 
where  he  died  in  16S8.  Their  family  consisted  of 
the  following  children :  Samuel,  who  married 
Alary  Stendon :  Joseph,  who  married  Sarah  Will- 
iams ;  John,  who  married  Elizabeth  Griswold.  a 
daughter  of  Alathew  Griswold ;  Bethsheba,  who 
married  Richard  Smith  and  Samuel  Fox,  respect- 
ively ;  James,  who  married  Alary  Jordan,  a  daughter 
of  jefiferson  Jordan ;  Jonathan,  who  married  Xaomi 
Benedict;  and  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Samuel  Bebee. 

James  Rogers,  son  of  James,  was  born  in  Alil- 
ford,  Feb,.  15,  1652,  married  Alary  Jordan  in  1673, 
and  died  in  1713.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born: 
James,  who  married  Elizabeth  Harris :  Alary,  who 
married  Thomas  Prentiss ;  Elizabeth,  who  married 
Samuel  Rogers,  son  of  Joseph  Rogers;  Sarah,  who 
married  Jonathan  Haynes,  and  on  his  death  became 
the  wife  of  Stephen  Gorton;  Samuel,  who  died 
young;  Jonathan,  who  died  in  1714;  Richard,  who 
•  married  Alary  Raymond,  a  daughter  of  Joshua  and 


Alercy  Raymond ;  William,  who  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Harris. 

James  Rogers,  eldest  son  of  James,  was  born 
Feb.  2,  1674,  and  married  Elizabeth  Harris.  He 
made  his  home  on  Town  Hill,  near  New  London, 
where  he  owned  a  windmill.  Airs.  Rogers  died  in 
1713,  when  he  removed  to  Norwalk,  Conn.. and  there 
died  in  1733.  Freelove,  daughter  of  Stephen  Hurl- 
burt,  who  became  his  second  wife,  died  in  1739,  at 
the  age  of  forty-six  years.  James  Rogers  was  the 
father  of  the  following  children  :  Edward  ;  James  ; 
jedediah;  Uriah;,  Alary,  who  married  Jonathan 
Chester;  Nehemiah ;  Stephen;  Aloses;  and  Aaron. 

James  Rogers,  second  son  of  James,  was  born 
Aug.  20,  1704,  and  married  Alary,  daughter  of  Peter 
Harris.  They  had  the  following  family:  Samuel 
married  Love  Richards ;  Peter  married  Grace  Rog- 
ers;  Ichabod  married  Ruth  Shapley;  Alary  married 
John  Griffin  ;  Edward :  Uriah  married  Alary  Howell 
(their  son.  Dr.  Howell  Rogers,  settled  in  Colches- 
ter, Conn.)  ;  Jeremiah  married  Alary  James;  James; 
Elizabeth  married  Robert  Alanwarring,  the  grand- 
father of  Aliss  Calkins,  the  historian  of  New  Lon- 
don. 

Ichabod  Rogers  was  born  in  February,  1728, 
Tfnd  in  175 1  married  Ruth  Shapley,  daughter  of 
Adam  Shapley.  Air.  Rogers  was  a  seafaring  man, 
and  was  widely  known  throughout  the  colonies.  To 
him  and  his  wife  were  born:  Benjamin;  Rebecca, 
who  married  D.  Lathroo ;  Ichabod ;  and  Ruth. 

Ichabod  Rogers  (2),  born  in  1754,  in  1778  mar- 
ried Alary  Hall,  daughter  of  John  and  Susan 
(Hobbs)  Hall,  and  thev  had  the  following  familv: 
Nancy,  Airs.  Silsby ;  Ichabod  (3)  ;  Alary,  who  mar- 
ried Nathaniel  Aliddleton  :  Sarah,  who  married  John 
Kibbe;  Seabury,  who  married  Betsey  Daniels;  Eliz- 
abeth, who  married  John  Hanley ;  and  Esther,  w.ife 
of  Thomas  Riley.  Ichabod  Rogers  (2)  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Continental  forces  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  and  in  his  time  was  a  prominent  citizen. 

Ichalx)d  Rogers  (3),  son  of  Ichabod  and  Alary 
Rogers,  was  born  Sept.  2,  1781,  in  New  London,  in 
that  quarter  of  the  town  that  was  locallv  known  as 
Hog  Neck,  and  is  now  Winthrcp  Neck.  In  1801  he 
married  Rhoda  Blakeslee  Souihworth,  born  Alarch 
18,  1785.  in  Deep  River,  daughter  of  William  and 
Rhoda  (Blakeslee)  Southworth.  Air.  Rogers  served 
in  the  war  of  1812  at  Fort  Saybrook.  Alost  of  his 
life  was  spent  at  Deep  River,  where  he  died  in  1843. 
His  children  were:  President  Alerritt,  born  April 
29,  1802,  married  Harriet  Al.  Tryon ;  Ruel  Chaun- 
cey,  born  Nov.  25,  1803,  married  Susannah  Bailey; 
Elam  Hervey,  born  Jan.  19.  1805  ;  Asher.  born  Sept. 
29,  1807,  died  June  11,  1808;  Artemas,  born  Jan.  i, 
1809,  died  young;  Achsah,  born  July  27,  1810,  died 
April  28,  1842;  Rhoda  Blakeslee,  born  Alarch  11, 
181 1,  married  Jeremiah  Jones  Tryon.  and  died  Nov. 
23,  1828;  Julius  Chapman,  born  July  28,  1813,  died 
June  25,  1818;  Betsey,  born  Dec.  15,  1815,  died 
April  20,  1841;  Lucinda,  born  Oct.  23,  1817,  died 
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Feb.  iS,  1876;  Julia  Augusta,  horn  Jan.  2. 1819,  mar- 
ried Frank  X.  D.  Ro,<::cr.s  ;  Julius  W.,  born  Nov.  i, 
1822,  married;  Esther  Culver  Aleigs,  and  on  her 
death  wedded  Maria  Howe;  Marv  Sophia,  born 
April  13,  1827. 

Flam  Hervey  Rcgexs,  the  tliird  child  of  the  alxjve 
marriage,  and  the  father  of  the  Rogers  brotliers,  was 
born  in  Aliddlctown,  married  Elizabeth  Ann  Trvon, 
daughter  of  Jedediah  and  Belinda  (Jones)  Trvon, 
of  Old  Saybrock,  Conn.,  Xov.  16,  1826,  and  died 
March  13,  1881.  }vlrs.  Rogers  was  born  June  11. 
1807,  and  died  Feb.  2J,  18S6.  Their  children  were 
as  follows:  George  Washington,  born  Aug.  11, 
1827;  Hervey,  Jan.  18,  1829:  \\'atson  Brewer.  June 
23,  1831  (lost  at  sea  in  1856)  ;  Cephas  Eraiiiard, 
Dec.  30,  1S36;  Gilbert,  July  4,  1838;  Wilbur  Fisk, 
July  18,  1841  (the  subject  of  this  article)  ;  Isabella 
Virginia  (i),  }slay  14,  1844  (tlied  .March  21,  1846)  ; 
Isabella  Virginia'  (2).  June  21,  1846  (married  Eg- 
bert J.  Young)  ;  Xathaniel  Burton.  July  6,  1848. 
The  last  named,  who  resides  in  Danbury,  is  the  larg- 
est stockholder  of  the  Russell-Tomlinson  Electric 
Co.  of  that  city. 

NORRIS  B.  ?^IIX,  a  prominent  agriculturist 
and  former  ice  dealer  of  Hamden.  X'ew  Haven 
county,  has  all  his  life  been  one  of  the  most  public- 
spirited  residents  of  his  locality.  He  has  taken  an 
active  and  efTective  part  in  the  public  affairs  of  the 
conmumity.  its  religious  and  political  interests,  and 
by  a  life  of  integrity  has  won  the  high  esteem  of  all 
he  has  met.  in  whatever  capacity. 

Mr.  ]\Iix  was  born  in  Hamden  Feb.  3,  1826,  a 
son  of  Benjamin  and  Betsey  (Potter)  Mix.  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  on  the  same  farm.  In 
their  family  were  ten  children,  namely:  Ethil  P., 
who  is  now  deceased ;  Grace,  who  married  Alfred 
Haworth,  and  is  now  in  her  ninetieth  year :  Eliza, 
wife  of  George  W.  Bradley,  of  Hamden.  aged 
eighty-five  years ;  Benjamin,  who  died  in  California; 
Henry,  who  died  in  Hamden:  Dwight  W..  who  re- 
sides on  the  old  homestead;  Frances  B.,  widow  of 
William  Potter;  X^orris  B. ;  James  P.,  deceased; 
and  Rebecca,  Mrs.  Walter  X'ichols.  deceased. 

Norris  B.  I^Iix  attended  the  common  schools  of 
his  native  town,  and  later  the  Lancasterian  School 
in  New  Flaven,  and  upon  the  home  farm  early  be- 
came familiar  with  all  the  duties  which  fall  to  the 
lot  of  the  agriculturist.  At  the  age  of  ten  years 
he  went  to  Xew  Haven  to  live  with  Judge  Dyer 
W'hite.  with  whom  he  remained  two  years,  and  the 
following  two  years  he  clerked  in  the  store  of 
George  Abbott,  in  Chapel  street,  X'^ew  Haven.  He 
next  went  to  Westport  to  learn  the  tailor's  trade, 
at  which  he  worked  for  six  months  and  then  spent 
about  five  years  at  the  cabinetmaker's  trade,  in  the 
same  place.  Returning  to  X'ew  Haven  at  the  end  of 
that  period,  he  worked  in  Chancy  Jerom's  clock  fac- 
tory for  two  years,  anrl  was  engaged  in  the  shop?  of 
the  Xew  York,  Xew  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  at 
that  place  for  eleven  years  as  a  mechanic  on  wood 


work.  During  the  succeeding  five  years  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a  carpenter  in  Xew  Haven,  and  at  the 
end  of  that  time,  Xovember,  1863,  came  to  Ham- 
den and  purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives 
at  Shepherds  I'.ruok.  In  i8(;6  he  embarked  in  the 
ice  business,  which  he  successfully  carried  on  in 
connection  with  farming  until  March,  1900.  He 
erected  the  ice  house  upon. his  farm  which  he  filled 
each  winter  with  ice  from  Shepherds  }5rook.  which 
is  fed  by  mountain  springs.  The  ice  being  of  a  su- 
perior quality;  found  a  ready  sale  in  the  market. 
For  some  years  before  our  subject's  retirement,  the 
business  was  carried  on  under  the  firm  name  of  X. 
Mix   &   Son. 

On  Sept.  13,  1840.  Mr.  Mix  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  ]\Iiss  ]\Iaria  X.  Hendrick,  who  was 
born  May  23.  1826,  in  Xew  Haven,  the  daughter 
of  Joel  D.  and  INIaria  (McDuel)  Hendrick,  and  sis- 
ter of  ex-mayor  A.  C.  Hendrick,  of  X'ew  Haven,  a 
sketch  of  vvhom  appears  elsewhere.  ]\Irs.  }*Iix  was 
one  of  nine  children,  and  is  the  only  daughter  sur- 
viving. ]Mr.  and  Mrs.  [Nli.x  have  had  six  children, 
of  whom  three  died  in  infancy.     Those  living  are: 

(1)  Arthur  H..  who  was  engaged  in  business  with 
his  father,  resides  in  X'ew  Haven:  he  married  Miss 
]\[innie  Rawling.  of  X'ew  Haven,  and  they  have 
two  children.  Clarion  Rawling  and  Emelia  Jepson. 

(2)  Cora  M.  first  married  William  Terrell,  who 
died  Xov.  16,  1896;  she  afterward  married,  Dec.  9. 
19CO,  Lewis  E.  Wilcox,  of  X'ew  Haven ;  she  had 
two  children  by  her  first  union,  Warren  H.  and 
Irene  M.  (3)  Anna  M.  is  the  wife  of  Clarence 
Englehart,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.  For  over  fifty-two 
years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alix  have  traveled  life's  jour- 
ney together,  sharing  its  joys  and  sorrows,  its  ad- 
versity and  prosperity,  and  on  Sept.  13.  1899.  they 
celebrated  their  golden  wedding.  The  aft'air  was 
one  of  the  largest  of  the  kind  ever  held  in  Hamden. 
and  evidences  of  the  esteem  in  which  they  are  held 
were  numerous.  There  are  no  more  highly  re- 
spected residents  of  the  town  than  this  venerable 
old  couple,  and  now,  in  their  declining  years,  they 
are  surrounded  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances who  esteem  them  highly  for  their  sterl- 
ing worth  and  many  excellencies  of  character.  Both 
are  remarkably  well  preserved.  X'orris  B.  Mix  is 
one  of  the  best  known  citizens  in  his  town.  As  a 
citizen  and  as  a  public  official  his  record  is  clear,  for 
he  has  been  conscientious  in  all  the  relations  of  life, 
and  his  career  has  been  a  long,  busy  and  helpful 
one.  In  his  active  period  he  was  a  most  useful  citi- 
zen. Mr.  Mix  afifiliatcs  with  the  Democratic  party, 
but  he  has  enjoyed  the  friendship  and  support  of 
many  not  of  his  political  faith.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  school  board  seveial  years,  first  selectman  of 
Hamden  six  years,  and  a  member  of  the  State  Leg- 
islature in  1878.  and  again  in  1879.  For  over  half 
a  century  he  has  been  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  a  member  of 
Day  Spring  Lodge,  F-  &  A.  M.,  of  Flamden.  hav- 
ing first  joined  Wooster  Lodge,  Xo.  79,  of  X'ew  Ha- 
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veil,  in  i.'^S.^;  Franklin  Chapter,  Xo.  2;  Harmony 
Cuinicil,  Xo.  8;  and  Xew  Haven  Conimandcry,  Xo. 
2.  On  July  5,  1848,  he  joined  City  Lodge,  Xo.  36, 
1.  ( ).  O.  F.,  of  Xew  Haven. 

J.\MFS  MIXOTT  AL'GUR  (deceased)  be- 
lt inj.;ed  to  the  old  Xew  Haven  family  of  that  name, 
which  is  of  Hug-uenct  descent.  The  earliest  rep- 
resentatives of  the  family  in  the  colony  were  Dr. 
Xiciiolas  Augur,  who  appeared  in  1640,  his  sister. 
J  lester  Coster,  and  brother,  Rol^ert.  From  the  last 
named;  the  Augur  family  in  this  vicinity  is  de- 
scended. 

( I )  Robert  .\.ugur  married  Mary  Gilbert  X'ov. 
20,  1673.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Deputy  Gov. 
Matthew  Gilbert,  who,  from  the  settlement  of  the 
colony  until  his  death,  held  a  high  position  in  the 
settlement.  "From  an  early  period,  and  for  a  long 
term  of  years,  he  was  in  civil  affairs  second  only  to 
Gov.  Eaton.  Xo  name  except  that  of  Gov.  Eaton 
appears  more  frequently  in  the  records  in  connec- 
tion with  important  public  business  and  high  and 
ditficult  trusts  than  that  of  ^^latthew  Gilbert."  Of 
Robert  Augur  we  know  but  little.  In  1689  he  was 
allotted  lands  on  the  east  side  of  the  town  (  East  Ha- 
ven). The  tradition  is  that  he  movedi  to  his  lands 
in  East  Haven,  and  the  destruction  of  the  early  rec- 
ords of  that  town  accounts  for  the  lack  of  informa- 
tion concerning  him  and  his  son,  John. 

(H)  John  Augur,  SoU  of  Robert,  married  Eliza- 
beth I'radley  July  I,  1710.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Isaac  ilradley,  of  East  Haven,  whose  house  is  still 
standing  and  has  lately  been  remodeled.  "It  was 
built  of  material  obtained  on  the  spot,  viz. :  Bould- 
ers of  granite  and  trap  rock,  with  mortar  com- 
pounded of  sand,  clay  and  lime  from  shells  burned 
f.nd  taken  from  the  river  and  meadows  close  by. 
The  interior  is  constructed  from  the  neighboring 
forests,  and  tc-day  this  colonial  house  stands  forth 
a  remarkable  example  of  the  skill  of  the  owner,  who 
was  a  carpenter,  a  good  architect  and  a  most  valu- 
able acquisition  to  the  town." 

(Ill)     Abraham  Augur,  son  of  John,  married 
May  21,  1746.  Elizabeth  Bradley,  of  Amity  Parish 
( Woodbridge ) .     It  seems  a  matter  worthy  of  note 
that    this    man    married    a    woman    whose   maiden 
r.ame  was  the  same  as  that  of  his  mother.     For  a 
time  he  made  his  home  in  .\mity  with  his  father-in- 
law,  Mr.  Bradley ;  the  cellar  of  the  house  in  which    ; 
they  lived  is  still  to  be  seen  at  the  Old  C)aks  Cor-    | 
ner.     About  1760  Abraham  Augur  moved  to  Xew    I 
Haven.     He  took  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the 
town  and  was  elected  to  many  positions  of  honor    I 
and   trust,  serving  on  the  committee  of  inspection 
">    '775-  and   in    1784,   when  the  town  became   the 
city  of  .\ew  Haven,  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  conn-    : 
cilnien.     "Though  manv  honorable  and  talented  in- 
dividuals have  been  connected  with  the  city  govern-    : 
ment   since  then,  there  has  probablv  never  been  a    i 
time   when   so  manv   remarkable  men    were  united    1 
in  its  various  ofifices  and  boards,  as  was  the  case  in 
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the  first  year  of  its  operation.  Thev  will  be  rec- 
ognized as  the  principal  men  of  Xew 'Haven  at  that 
period."  Mr.  Augur  was  one  of  the  selectmen  of 
the  town  for  seven  years.  For  twenty-five  years 
he  was  deacon  of  what  is  now  called' the  United 
Church.  His  family  Bible,  printed  in  1752,  is  still 
in  existence  and  cherished  l)y  soipe  of  his  descend- 
ants. He  was  married  twice,  and  raised  a  large 
family  of  children,  most  of  whom  were  daughters. 
His  daughter  Lydia  married  Dr.  Levi  Ives  in 
1771  ;  another  daughter  married  Timothy  Atwater; 
and  yet  another  married  James  Howell.  Abraham 
Augur  died  May  31,  179S,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
the  old  burying  ground  upon  the  Green  ;  his  tomb- 
stone was  removed  to  the  Augur  lot  in  the  Grove 
Street   Cemetery. 

(IV)    Hezekiah  Augur,   son   of   Abraham,   was 
born  in  1750,  and  was  a  Revolutionary  patriot.     His 
trade,  which  he  learned  in  the  city  of  Boston,  was 
that  of  joiner  and  carpenter.     As  a  mechanic  of  ac- 
knowledged skill  and  talents  he  was  often  employed 
in  forming  the  models  and  machinery  of  inventors. 
"Hezekiah  Augur   was  a   sensible  and   thoroughly 
practical  man,  respected  for  his  virtues  and  excel- 
lence of  character,  as  well  as  for  his  mechanical  gen- 
ius and  skill."    His  first  wife,  who  was  Susan  Alinot, 
of  the  famous  Minot  family,  of  Boston,  died  leav- 
ing no  children.     He  then  married  Lydia  Atwater,. 
youngest  child  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Ailing)  At- 
water.    Of  their  eight  children  one  daughter  mar- 
ried Eli  Osborn,  another  Benjamin  Thompson,  and 
a  third  Joseph  Barber,  who  was  the  first  editor  of 
the   Xew   Haven   Register.      Hezekiah   Augur,   Jr., 
the  noted  sculptor  and  inventor,  was  one  of  the  sons 
of  Hezekiah  and  Lydia  Atwater.     He  devoted  the 
leisure  hours  of  his  boyhood  to  the  device  of  ma- 
chinery of  various  kinds  :  several  articles  constructed 
by  him  before  he  attained"  the  age  of  twelve  years 
were  procured  by  the  proprietors  of  museums  as 
curiosities.    His  father  wished  him  to  be  a  merchant, 
but  he  was  not  successful  in  trying  to  be  what  he 
could  not  be.     His  sole  amusement  was  in  carving. 
Prof.  Morse  urged  him  to  change  his  wood  for  mar- 
ble carving,  and  he  made  a  marble  head  of  Wash- 
ington, a  figure  of  Sappho,  and  a  bust  of  Chief  Jus- 
tice Ellsworth,  which  latter  is  now  in  the  room  of 
the  Supreme  Court  at  Washington.     But  his  most 
elaborate  work  was  the  statuette  group  of  Jephthah 
and  his  daughter,   which  is  now  in  the  Yale  Art 
School.     These  are  not  copies  of  other  statues,  but 
wrought  from  an  original  conception,  and  are  re- 
markable considering  that  their  author  had  received 
no  artistic  education  and  practiced  onlv  wood  carv- 
ing.    In  1833  he  was  made  an  honorarv  member  of 
the  Alumni  of  Yale  College.     In  point  of  time  he 
may  be  called  the  first  Connecticut  sculptor.     He 
was  an  inventor  as  well,  and  one  of  his  most  import- 
ant inventions  was  a  machine  for  carving.     He  wa.i 
the  designer  of  the  massive  gateway  at  the  entrance 
to  the  Grove  Street  Cemetery.     The  bronze  medahs 
of   1838,  for  the  commemoration  of  the  two  huii- 
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dredth  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  New  Haven, 
were  his  work.  "He  was  a  man  of  rare  genius, 
pecuHar  temperament,  and  was  rehgiouslv  honest." 
The  home  of  Hezekiah  and  Lvdia  Augur  was  at 
the  junction  of  W'hallcv  avenue  and  Gotte  street, 
facing  the  Green  on  Liroadway ;  his  sliop  was  at  the 
rear  of  the  dweUing  and  faced  on  W'halley  avenue. 
Some  years  ago  the  liouse  was  moved  to  Ehn  street, 
where  it  now  stands  next  to  Christ  Churcli,  and  it 
is  now  (1901)  owned  and  occupied  by  the  churcii 
as  a  parish  house.  It  bears  the  marks  of  British 
bullets,  for  Broadway  was  the  battle  ground  at  the 
time  of  the  British  invasion  in  1779.  Hezekiah 
Augur  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Sec- 
end  Company,  Governor's  Foot  Guards,  and 
marched  with  that  company  under  Capt.  Benedict 
Arnold  to. Boston  in  response  to  the  Lexington 
Alarm.  He  also  participated  in  the  then  famous  and 
approved  march  of  seventy-five  young  men  from 
New  Haven  to  New  York  city,  under  the  leadership 
of  "King  Sears,"  to  destroy  the  printing  office  of  the 
Tory  Worthington,  whose  pamphlets  of  seditious  ut- 
terances were  causing  patriots  much  annovance  and 
alarm.  The  type  was  molded  into  bullets  and  re- 
turned to  the  British  with  interest.  'Mr.  Augur 
died  Nov.  7,  1818.  after  a  long  and  painful  illness. 
A  copy  of  the  Religious  lutclligeiiccr,  under  date 
of  Jan.  2,  1819,  preserved  by  the  family,  contains 
his  obituary,  which  speaks  of  him  as  an  exemplary 
Christian.  He  is  buried  in  the  Grove  Street  Ceme- 
tery. 

(V)  James  Augur,  son  of  Hezekiah,  spent  his 
youth  in  the  heme  of  his  parents  and  worked  with 
his  father  at  the  carpenter's  trade.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  went  to  work  in  the  Armorv  at  Whit- 
neyville.  He  had  a  military  turn  of  mind,  and  al- 
though never  actively  engaged  in  warfare,  belonged 
for  many  years  to  the  Governor's  Foot  Guards  and 
aided  in  fortifying  Beacon  Hill  during  the  war  of 
1812.  On  ]\Iay  6,  1819.  he  married  Almyra  A.  P'ord, 
granddaughter  of  Deacon  IMoses  Ford,  and  thev 
were  spared  to  celebrate  their  golden  wedding.  He 
built  a  house  in  Whitney  avenue  and  lived  there  until 
1850,  when  they  moved  to  the  farm  on  the  northern 
slope  of  Mill  Rock,  which  he  had  bought  and  cleared 
some  years  before.  After  that  his  attention  was 
devoted  entirely  to  fruit  raising  and  the  nursery 
business,  in  which  he  was  very  successful.  Politi- 
cally he  was  an  ardent  Republican  and  took  part  in 
every  presidential  election  from  the  time  of  Mon- 
roe to  Grant's  second  term.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  North  Church  (so-called  at  that  time),  for 
many  years,  until  he  withdrew  to  the  Whitneyville 
Church,  which  he  had  materially  aided  in  erecting, 
and  of  which  he  was  a  prominent  and  efificient  mem- 
ber until  his  death,  which  occurred  Aug.  19,  1873. 

James  Minott  Augur,  who  was  for  many  years 
a  shoe  dealer  in  Chapel  street.  New  Haven,  was  a 
man  in  his  dav  honored  for  his  sterling  integrity 
and  his  genial  manner  wen  for  him  hosts  of  friends. 
He  was  born  in  Whitneyville  Oct.    16,   1821,  and 


obtained  his  education  in  the  Lancasterian  School 
in  New  Haven.  On  Nov.  15,  1850,  he  was  married 
tc  Esther  Morrell,  of  Northampton,  a  ladv  of  re- 
markable beauty  of  character.  In  1864  and  1865 
he  was  a  councilman  of  the  city  of  New  Haven. 
He  was  a  member  and  deacon  of  the  Church  of  the 
Redeemer,  and  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  of  that  church  (which  office  he  filled  for  a 
number  of  years)  was  highly  esteemed.  At  one 
time  he  belonged  to  the  Second  Company,  Gov- 
ernor's Horse  Guards,  and  held  office  in  the  com- 
pany. He  died  in  New  Haven  Dec.  27,  1875,  leav- 
ing a  widow  and  five  children :  Frederick  Minott, 
James  Morrell,  Nellie  Newkirk,  Martha  Elizabeth 
(Mrs.  Burton  A.  Davis)  and  Esther  Helena.  Mr. 
Augur  was  buried  in  the  Whitneyville  Cemetery, 
in  the  Augur  lot,  with  his  brothers,  George  and 
I  Charles,  and  his  parents,  James  and  Almyra  A. 
Augur. 

THE  DAVIS  FA.MILY.  For  more  than  fifty 
years  this  has  been  a  noted  family,  not  only  in 
Meriden,  but  conspicuous  in  the  professional  activ- 
ities of  the  State,  where  father  and  sons  have  held 
high  rank  in  both  the  practice  of  medicine  and  the 
law. 

The  late  Timothy  Fisher  Davis,  the  sen  of  Eli- 
phaz  and  Hannah  (Sawyer)  Davis,  was  born  ^Marcli 
13,  i8ro,  in  [Marlboro,  ^lass.,  and  was  in  the  sixth 
generation  from  Dolor  Davis,  one  of  the  original 
settlers  at  Barnstable,  Mass.,  in  1634.  Timothy  F. 
Davis  attended  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
town  and  was  then  apprenticed  to  a  trade  in  Spring- 
field, Mass.  In  1837  he  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine in  the  office  of  Dr.  Riley,  of  Goshen,  Conn., 
and  as  he  had  a  wife  and  a  family,  he  continued  to 
work  at  his  trade  while  engaged  in  his  preparation 
for  the  career  o£  a  physician.  Subsequently  he  en- 
gaged in  practice  at  Goshen  and  Litchfield,  and  in 
1846  removed  to  Plymouth,  where  he  built  a  home 
and  bought  a  drug  store.  There  he  obtained  a  fine 
and  extensive  practice  in  the  town  and  about  it,  be- 
ing frequently  called  to  Wolcott,  Bristol,  Bethle- 
hem and  Watertown,  and  the  adjoining  towns.  On 
the  death  of  his  old  friend.  Dr.  Allen,  of  Aleriden, 
the  widow  of  that  gentleman  urged  him  to  come  to 
that  city  and  take  the  practice  which  her  husband 
liad  had.  This  he  did,  beginning  in  Meriden  in  1850, 
and  bringing  his  family  in  the  following  year.  For 
more  than  seventeen  years  he  was  a  successful  prac- 
titioner in  Meriden,  "a  prudent  and  skillful  opera- 
tor, a  careful  and  discriminating  prescriber,  ever  im- 
proving by  the  lessons  of  experience." 

Dr.  Davis  received  in  1843  a  diploma  from  the 
Botanic  Medical  Society  of  Connecticut,  and  in 
1850  an  honorary  diploma,  being  at  that  time  the 
vice-president  of  the  society.  Afterward  he  was 
its  president.  Dr.  Davis  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society  and  was  at  dif- 
ferent times  its  secretary,  treasurer,  vice-president, 
president  and  one  of  its  censors.     Socially  Dr.  Da- 
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vis  was  a  ^'filial,  kind  and  companionable  gentle- 
man, lil)eral  in  money  matters,  with  a  profound  con- 
Uinpt  for  money  hoarding,  enjoying  the  passing 
ir.nmeiits  and  believed  in  getting  the  most  out  of 
lite.  r>v  a  great  number  of  the  best  people  of  the 
<(>nununity  he  was  personally  esteemed  both  as  -i 
irienil  and  as  a  physician.  Xot  a  man  of  fluent 
vpeecii,  and  somewhat  reticent,  he  was  a  close  lis- 
tener and  would  attend  with  eagerness  and  delight 
to  hear  men  of  sense  and  information  talk.  Fond  of 
horticulture,  he  evinced  much  skill  in  the  cultiva- 
tic;n  of  his  land,  and  exemplitied  the  old  saying,  a 
"little  land  well  tilled.  ' 

Dr.  Davis  died  Feb.  24,  1S70,  as  the  result  of  a 
cancer  on  his  upper  lip,  and  "during  his  long  and 
<listressing  illness  not  a  shadow  of  distrust  or  fear 
])assed  over  his  soul.  He  felt  that  his  life  was  with 
<Jhrist  in  God,  and  death  would  not  disturb  it.  Al- 
ways his  language  was,  'I  am  ready.'  "  Dr.  Davis 
1,-elonged  to  the  Alasonic  fraternity  and  was  buried 
imder  the  auspices  of  that  society. 

Dr.  Davis  was  married  in  November,  1832,  to 
IMiss  i\Iary  Parsons,  who  died  April  i,  1834,  in 
Pleasant  Valley,  Conn.,  leaving  a  daughter,  ]\lary 
X.  M.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Edward  [Miner  in 
1853.  Dr.  Davis  w^as  married,  second,  in  1836  to 
Miss  Moriva  Hatch,  of  Springfield,  }klass.,  and  to 
them  were  born  the  following  children:  (i)  Julia, 
l,orn  in  April,  1838,  died  in  infancy;  (2)  Charles  H. 
-^•:  (3)  J"lia  M.,  born  in  July,  1844;  (4)  Wilbur 
I'iskc,  born  in  September,  1846,  died  the  following 
July;  (5)  Wilbur  Fiske  (2). 

Ch.vrles  Hexry  St.vxley  D.wis,  AI.  D.,  born  in 
Goshen,  Conn.,  March  2,  1840,  is  of  the  seventh 
generation  from  Dolor  Davis,  whose  name  ap- 
pears in  the  opening  of  this  review,  and  acquired 
his  education  in  the  Aleriden  public  schools,  prepar- 
ing for  college  under  private  tutors,  intending  to 
enter  the  Sophomore  year  and  to  bring  the  Freshman 
studies  up  to  the  requirement.  On  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Civil  war  he  was  for  two  years  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  government.  After 
a  brief  business  experience  succeeding  this  in  X'ew 
York,  he  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  William  Baker, 
where  he  prepared  for  entrance  to  the  medical 
school,  in  the  meantime  officiating  as  a  teacher  in 
one  of  the  night  schools.  In  due  time  he  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  ^ledical  Department  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  X'ew  York,  and  spent  the  year  following  in 
Boston,  where  he  took  a  special  course  in  Biology 
and  Microscopy  at  Harvard.  The  following  win- 
ter he  attended  lectures  at  the  University  of  Mary- 
land, and  then  located  at  Meriden,  succeeding  his 
father  in  his  extensive  practice.  After  two  years 
of  hard  work  Dr.  Davis  went  abroad  to  study  and 
travel,  visiting  England.  Ireland,  Scotland,  Holland, 
i>elgumi,  France,  Italy,  Switzerland  and  Germany. 
I- or  several  months  he  followed  hospital  practice 
in  Paris  and  London.  Returning  to  Meriden  he 
has  since  had  a  large  and  lucrative  practice,  ex- 
tending to  the  surrounding  towns. 


I         Dr.  Davis  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  City 
Medical  Society  and  for  many  years  served  as  its 
,  secretary.     He  belongs  to  the  New  Haven  county 
!  association  and  the  Connecticut  State  .Medical  So- 
1  ciety.     For  eighteen  years  he  has  been  the  attend- 
[  ing  physician  of  the  Curtis  Home  for  Old  Ladies 
;  and  Orphans,  and  for  five  years  was  the  attending 
i  physician  of  the  State  School  for  Boys.     When  the 
City  Hospital  was  organized  he  was  appointed  one 
of  the  attending  physicians,  but  was  obliged  to  re- 
'  fuse  the  position.     During  his  practice  Dr.  Davis 
has  been  present  at  the  birth  of  over  five  hundred 
I  children,  but  for  want  of  time  has  been  obliged  to 
give  up  that  branch  of  his  practice.     He  has  exam- 
ined  over  one   thousand   applicants   for   life  insur- 
:  ance.     Dr.  Davis  has  been  a  frequent  contributor  to 
I  the  medical  press. 

i         When  Dr.  Davis  first  went  to  Xew  York  he  en- 
i  tered  into  partnership  with  Charles  H.  Thomas,  a 
well  known  philologist  and  translator,  and  opened 
a  book  store  for  the  sale  of  Oriental  and  classical 
books,  they  being  the  only  firm  at  that  time  w^hich 
made  a   specialty  of   philological   works.      Several 
I  gentlemen  interested  in  philology  were  accustomed 
i  to  gather  weekly  in  a  back  room  connected  with 
!  this  store,  and  here  the  Philological  Societv  was  or- 
I  ganized.     Dr.  Brown,  who  translated  the  Bible  into 
j  Assamese,  was  the  president.  Dr.  Scott,  afterward  a 
missionary  to  Burmah,  was  vice-president,  and  Dr. 
Davis    was    corresponding    secretary.      Under    Dr. 
:  Brown's  guidance,  E)r.  Davis  took  up  the  study  of 
I  Hebrew   and    Syriac,    which   he   followed  in   after 
years  with  Arabic,  Assyrian,  ancient  Egyptian,  the 
i  old  Persian  tongues  and  the  Celtic  dialects,  always 
'■  being  an  omnivorous  reader.     Before  his  eighteenth 
:  year  Dr.  Davis  was  the  owner  of  over  five  hundred 
:  volumes.     This  library  now  exceeds  six  thousand 
volumes  and  is  very  complete  in  Oriental  languages 
and  literature.     In  his  eighteenth  year  he  contrib- 
uted every  week  for  a  year  a  column  of  literary  notes 
'  to  the  Xew  York  Chronicle.     He  was  also  a  con- 
tributor to  the  Round  Table  and  the  Satiirdax  Press, 
the  only  distinctly  literary  papers  of  the  time.     In 
1870  he   published   a   history   of  Wallingford  and 
Meriden,  an  octavo  volume  of  nearly  a  thousand 
pages,    and     containing    some    sixty    genealogies. 
Shortly  after  was  published  his  work.  "The  \'oice 
as  a  JXIusical  Instrument."  and  also  his  work  on  the 
"Classification,  Training  and  Education  of  the  Fee- 
ble-Mindefl.  Imbecile  and  Idiotic."     Many  articles 
on  this   subject  were  translated   into  Spanish  and 
were  published  in  El  Rcpetario  Medico. 

Dr.  Davis  has  for  eighteen  years  been  the  secre- 
tary and  corresponding  secretary  of  the  Scientific 
Association  and  has  edited  its  eight  volumes  of 
"Transactions."  He  has  attended  to  the  exchange 
with  over  three  hundred  home  and  foreign  societies. 
For  fifteen  years  he  has  edited  Biblia,  a  journal  of 
Biblical  and  Oriental  archaeology,  the  organ  of  the 
Egyptian  Exploration  Fund,  the  Gr.-eco-Roman 
Fund  and  the  Palestine  Exploration  Fund.    In  con- 
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nection  with  the  Rev.  Dr.  Coburii,  Dr.  Davis  wrote 
a  '"Histcry  of  Ancient  Korypt  in  the  Lig^ht  of  Mod- 
ern Discoveries,"  with  an  introduction  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  William  C.  Winslow.  This  is  the  finest  work- 
en  the  subject  ever  published,  containing  some  four 
hundred  folio  pages  and  nearly  one  thousand  illus- 
trations. In  1894  Dr.  Davis  i}ub!ished  an  edition 
cf  the  "Egyptian  Bock  of  the  Dead."  This  unique 
work  contains  the  seventy-nine  pages  of  the  great 
Louvre  Papyrus  and  the  twenty  plates  of  the  great 
Turin  Papyrus,  with  a  complete  translation  of  one 
hundred  and  sixtv-seven  chapters,  with  full  intro- 
ductory notes.  Dr.  Davis  has  written  a  Grammar 
of  the  old  Persian  language  ;  an  Introductory  Gram- 
mar of  the  Xew  Testament  Greek:  "Lucretius.  Poet 
and  Epicurean";  a  work  on  Roman  Stoicism,  with 
selections  from  Epictetus,  Marcus  Aureiius  and 
Seneca,  and  several  other  works.  For  some  vears 
he  has  been  engaged  in  a  translation  of  the  Koran 
from  the  Arabic,  and  has  nearly  completed  a 
Grammar  of  the  Irish  language.  The  Doctor  has 
done  all  this  work  while  following  a  laborious  pro- 
fession, which  demands  nearly  all  his  time,  but  he 
also  keeps  abreast  of  the  times  and  receives  all  the 
principal  monthlies  and  quarterlies  published  in  this 
country  and  in  Europe  devoted  to  medicine,  litera- 
ture, science  and  art. 

Dr.  Davis  has  never  greatly  interested  himself 
in  politics  beyond  the  ends  of  good  government,  but 
he  has  filled  nearlv  all  the  town  and  city  offices.  In 
1873.  1885  and  1 886  he  represented  the  town  in  the 
State  Legislature,  where  he  served  on  important 
committees.  In  1887  he  was  nominated  for  State 
Senator. but  failed  of  election  by  thirty-four  votes.  In 
his  ov>-n  town  he  was  200  ahead  of  his  rival.  In  1887 
he  was  elected  mayor  of  the  city  by  a  large  majoritv. 
and  again  the  following  year,  and  declined  a  third 
nomination.  During  his  first  term  in  the  office  he 
was  instrumental  in  the  organization  of  three  build- 
ing and  loan  associations,  serving  as  president  in 
two  and  trustee  in  the  third.  Over  a  thousand  per- 
sons became  members  of  these  associations.  In  1872 
Dr.  Davis  was  elected  a  member  of  the  board  of  edu- 
cation, and  has  continued  a  member  of  that  beard 
to  the  present  time.  For  the  greater  part  of  this 
long  period  he  has  been  chairman  or  president  of 
tlie  board.  Since  the  organization  of  the  high  school 
he  has  been  chairman  of  the  school  committee.  He 
has  also  purchased  the  library  of  over  3.000  vol- 
umes with  funds  furnished  for  that  purpose.  In 
1891  Dr.  Davis  was  appointed  bv  Gov.  Coffin  a  trus- 
tee of  the  School  for  P)0vs.  and  for  five  years  was 
treasurer  of  the  institution  and  secretary  of  the 
board  of  trustees.  In  1898  he  was  elected  city  treas- 
urer, which  included  the  handling  of  the  money 
belonging  to  the  water  fund  ;  he  declined  a  second 
nomination. 

Fraternallv  Dr.  Davis  is  a  thirty-second-degree 
Mason  and  a  Shrincr.  a  member  of  the  (  )dd  Fellows, 
the  Knights  of  Pythias.  Elks  and  a  num1)er  of 
other  secret  and  benevolent  societies.     He  also  be- 


longs to  some  twenty-five  scientific  archn?ological. an- 
thropological. literar\-  audi  historical  societies  in  this 
country  and  in  Europe.  He  is  one  of  the  hical  hon- 
orary secretaries  of  the  I'^gyptian  I'lxploraticn  Fund. 
and  at  the  Chicago  World's  Fair  he  was  appointed 
a  member  of  the  Auxiliary  Committee  on  .\rch:e- 
ology  and  PZgyptology.  In  addition  to  his  travels 
ui  Europe  he  has  visited  Xew  Mexico,  Arizona.  Cal- 
ifornia. Xew  Brunswick.  I'.ritish  Columbia,  Xova 
Scotia,  Prince  Edward'  Island  and  a  great  part  ot' 
the  United  States.  On  Sept.  23,  1869.  Dr.  Davis 
was  married  to  Caroline  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
(leorge  W.  Harris,  and  has  one  son,  Henry  Winter 
Davis,  who  married  Annie  Laurie,  daughter  of 
Howard  L.  Hine.  Esq.,  of  Brunswick.  Georgia. 

Judge  Wilbur  Fiskk  D.wis.  son  of  the  late  Dr. 
Davis,  was  born  July  25.  1848.  in  Plymouth,  Conn., 
and  received  his  literary  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  the  academy  at  Meridcn.  where  he  be- 
gan the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge  Smith. 
This  was  in  1868,  and  he  spent  a  year  after  this  in 
the  Yale  Law  School.  On  the  death  of  Judge  Dut- 
ton,  then  at  the  head^  of  the  Law  Department  of 
Yale,  he  retired  from  Yale  and  entered  the  Harvard 
Law  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1870. 
In  September  of  that  year  he  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  X'ew  Haven,  Conn.,  at  once  opening  an 
office  in  Meriden.  For  nearlv  a  decade.-  beginning 
with  1873.  ^^^-  Davis  served  as  clerk  of  the  ^Meri- 
den  City  Court.  For  the  civil  business  of  the  city 
of  Meriden  he  was  attorney  from  1887  to  1890.  In 
the  latter  year  he  was  elected  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  district  of  ]\Ieriden.  which  office  he  held  until 
1893.  He  is  a  successful  lawyer,  and  as  a  citizen 
is  held  in  high  esteem.  For  five  years  he  was  cor- 
poration counsel  of  Meriden. 

Judge  Davis  was  married  May  29,  1874.  to 
Miss  Adelaide  Stevens,  a  daughter  of  Joshua  and 
Jabe  (Morris)  Stevens,  of  Chicopec  Falls.  Mass. 
Their  children  are  as  follows:  Wilbur  F..  Jr..  and 
Robert  S.  Judge  Davis  belongs  to  St.  Elmo  Com- 
mandery.  Xo.  9,  K.  T..  of  Meriden. 

CAPT.  DAXIEL  GOFFE  PHIPPS.  retired,  of 
X'cw  Haven,  not  only  descends  from'  a  distinguished 
and  historic  family,  but  in  his  own  life  has  a  rec- 
ord of  unusual  interest  and  full  of  stirring  inci- 
dents. 

Born  June  20,  1820.  in  Xew  Haven,  Capt. 
Phipps  is  a  son  of  Capt.  Solomon  and  Esther  (  Peck ) 
Phipps.  and  a  descendant  in  the  sixth  generation 
from  Deacon  Henry  Peck,  who  was  one  of  the  orig- 
inal settlers  of  Xew  Haven  in  the  spring  of  163S. 
Capt.  Solomon  Phipps  was  a  descendant  of  Jame> 
Phipps,  who  settled  at  Pem'aquid  ( now  Phipps- 
bury),  Maine,  about  1621.  Of  this  family  was  Sir- 
William  Phipps.  governor  of  Massachusetts  under 
the  charter  of  William  and  Mary.  Our  subject's  line 
is  through  (ID  Solomon,  of  Charlcstown,  Mass.. 
who  was  born  in  1619,  and  died  July  25,  1671.  His 
children:  Elizabeth,  born  April  23,  1643;  Solomon, 
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horn  in   i('>45;  Samuel;  and  Joseph,  born  in   1661. 
[  I>(.ist(  II  rec.  I 

(111)  Solomon  Phipps,  born  in  1645,  married 
Mary,  daui^^hter  of  Deputy  Gov.  Danfortii.  Chil- 
•dnn:  Mary,  born  July  3,  1670;  Solomon,  Jan.  10, 
1^,75;  Thomas,  Nov.  22,  167O  (\\i  graduated  from 
Harvard  College  in  1695)  ;  Elizabeth,  Jan.  2J,  1681 
(died  Feb.  27,  1681)  ;  Jonathan,  Jan.  7,  1683;  Eliz- 
abeth (2),  June  5,  1684. 

(I\')  Solomon  Phipps,  born  Jan.  10,  1675,  was 
married  Get.  13,  1720,  to  Catherine  Rouse,  a  sister 
of  Capt.  John  Rouse,  of  the  English  navy,  who  did 
notable  service  in  the  Colonial  wars. 

(\')  Capt.  Solomon  Phipps,  their  son,  born 
Nov.  10,  1721,  was  married  Sept.  3,  1747,  to  Abi- 
gail Got¥e.  granddaughter  of  Christopher  Goffe, 
gent.  [Suffolk  rec],  and  they  had  two  children: 
Elizabeth,  born  June  10,  1749:  and  Daniel  GolTe, 
born  July  13,  1751.  The  Gotte  family  came  to 
America  early  in  the  seventeenth  century,  and  has 
been  very  prominent  in  Xew  England^  Thomas 
GofTe,  of  this  family,  was  the  owner  of  the  "May- 
flower," and  a  magistrate  of  the  :\lassachusett5  Col- 
ony in  1629.  In  the  English  and  American  expedi- 
tion against  Cartagena  in  1740,  Capt.  Daniel  Goffe 
commanded  one  of  the  .Massachusetts  companies, 
and  in  the  3d  battalion  with  him  was  Capt.  Lawrence 
Washington,  of  X'irginia.  [Harper's,  Oct.  1896.] 
Capt.  Solomon  Phipps  was  very  active  in  the  Co- 
lonial wars,  being  with  Sir  Peter  Warren  at  the 
siege  of  Louisburg,  and  in  1756  he  was  commander 
of  the  "Monckton."  [Alurdoch's  hist.]  twentv  guns, 
named  after  Gen.  Monckton,  governor  of  the  Col- 
onies. He  met  his  death  :\Iarch  26,  1758.  in  the  fol- 
lowing tragic  manner:  His  majesty's  frigate, 
"Sutherland,"  was  firing  a  salute  in  the  harbor  of 
Halifax,  and  one  of  the  English  officers  present  was 
Capt.  Phipps,  who  was  a  nephew  of  John  Rouse, 
the  commander  of  the  frigate.  Capt.  P'hippj,  while 
standing  on  the  shore  waiting  for  a  boat  to  take 
him  on  board,  was  accidentally  shot,  in  the  presence 
of  his  seven-year-old  son,  Daniel  Gofife  Phipps,  the 
grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  ac- 
cident was  the  result  of  the  neglect  of  the  gunner  to 
withdraw  the  ball  from  one  of  the  guns,  as  was  the 
custom  on  entering  port,  and  this  ball  struck  and 
instantly  killed  Capt.  Phipps.     [Wyman's  Gen.] 

(VI)  Capt.  Daniel  Goffe  Phipps,  son  of  Capt. 
Solomon  Phipps,  was  born  July  13,  1751,  in  Boston, 
and  early  began  a  sea-faring  life.  He  was  one  of 
that  mob  of  men  and  bovs  who  defied  the  English 
troops  under  Capt.  Preston.  He  heard  Capt.  Pres- 
ton give  the  order  to  fire,  and  was  near  "Crispus 
Attucks."  the  first  man  killed  in  the  Revolutionarv 
war,  wlun  he  fell.  From  the  time  of  the  "Boston 
Massacre"  to  the  end  of  his  life  he  was  a  warm  sup- 
porter of  the  cause  of  the  Colonies.  When  a  bov 
he  was  one  of  the  crew  of  that  historic  sloop  "Lib- 
erty," b.lcjnging  to  John  Hancock.  He  was  twice 
taken  prisoner  by  the  English,  and  was  carried  to 
Boston  three  days  after  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 


He  was  sent  aboard  the  "Wallace"  again,  after 
much  abuse  ;  was  on  the  "Defence"  in  "the  severe 
battle  with  the  "Sirius";  and  then  took  command  of 
the  brig  "Xancy,"  of  fourteen  guns.  At  this  time 
he  writes  to  Abraham  Livingstone,  of  Charleitown, 
that  "with  a  blessing  and  mv  good  stout  crew,  I 
hope  to  capture  a  prize  before  the  month  is  out." 
Hl'  succeeded  and  brought  to  port  the  English  ship 
■'Maccarone."  One  of  the  "Xancv's"  guns  is  now 
in  possession  of  the  Xew  Haven  Flistorical  Society, 
where  it  was  placed  by  the  present  Daniel  Gotfe 
Phipps,  grandson  of  the  commander.  Capt.  Daniel 
Goffe  Phipps  was  the  first  of  the  familv  in  X'ew  Ha- 
ven, coming  to  that  city  in  1769.  He  became  in- 
terested in  the  West  India  trade,  and  the  owner  of 
a  number  of  vessels,  one  of  which,  captured  bv  him 
from  the  British,  he  fitted  out  for  the  West 'India 
trade.  He  married  Anna  Townsend,  sister  of  Eben- 
ezer  Townsend,  the  owner  of  the  "Xeptune," 
which  made  the  famous  sea  voyage  of  1796-99. 
Children:  Daniel  Goffe.  born  in  1777;  Elizabeth,  in 
1781;  and  Solomon,  in  1784.  Of  these,  DaniLl 
Goft'e  married  Esther  Peck,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Hannah  (Lewis)   Peck. 

(MI)  Capt.  Solomon  Phipps,  son  of  Capt.  Dan- 
iel Goffe  Phipps,  and  the  father  of  Capt.  Daniel 
Goffe  Phipps  (2),  was  born  in  1784,  married  Airs. 
Esther  (Peck)  Phinns,  widow  of  his  brother,  Dan- 
iel Goffe  Phipps.  They  had  seven  children.  Capt. 
Phipps  became  a  master  and  owner  of  vessels,  and 
engaged  in  the  West  India  trade.  Later  in  life  he 
opened  a  school  on  Meadow  street,  which  attained  a 
high  standing  in  Xew  Haven,  where  he  taught  navi- 
gation, surveying,  drawing  and  French. 

Daniel  Goffe  Phipps  (2).  son  of  Capt.  Solomon 
and  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch,  followed  in 
the  footsteps  of  his  ancestors,  becoming  a  sailor  and 
sea  captain.  Owing  to  the  death  of  his  father  and 
family  reverses,  he  was  obliged  at  an  early  age  to 
leave  home,  and  for  thirty  years  his  fife  was 
crowded  with  adventure  and  varied  experiences  in 
all  parts  of  the  world — too  many  to  be  here  given 
in  detail.  He  began  his  seafaring  life  at  the  age  of 
fifteen,  on  the  bark  "Condor."  He  was  next  on  the 
ship  "Illinois,"  from  X'ew  York  to  Trieste,  thence 
to  Smyrna,  where  the  vessel  lay  for  three  months, 
through  the  prevalence  of  the  plague  then  raging 
there.  While  enrcute  home  the  shio  was  dismast- 
ed oft'  the  Western  Islands,  and  the  crew  sub- 
jected to  suffering  for  want  of  water  and  provisions. 
Following  this  experience  he  received,  through  the 
influence  of  his  uncle,  then  Lieut.  Peck,  an  appoint- 
ment as  master's  mate  in  the  L".  S.  navy,  and  was 
ordered  aboard  the  brig  "Dolnhin,"  which  carried 
ten  guns  and  cruised,  during  the  winter  of  1839-40, 
on  the  coast  in  aid  of  di..tres?cd  vessels.  Later, 
on  the  same  vessel,  on  which  he  remained  two 
years,  young  Phipps  served  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
While  on  the  "Xorth  Carolina,"  he  was  a  messmate 
of  midshipman  Spencer,  son  of  the  Secretarv  of 
War,  who  was  afterward  hanged  for  suspected  in- 


I. ■(;-.•  ■(  IT  !        1  i  .       ;^'JS  ,'■■  '  I 


DriK   .-.rf. ; ;   'u  "^-jj:;;::;*::: 

"•■.'  1        1.  ,1.'  I     I,,     r-.s-,       .>. 

; !  iriii  , .  ■ .  _ 

I    1    .J     .  ]   ' !    J      Ml    ■  '  ■'     '  '  ■ 
..'• '  ■''  '         '         '  ■.'if!       ■ 


rtf 


0'     i-.;^; 


6i4 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


tention  of  mutiny  on  board  the  brig  "Somers." 
From  tlie  "Dolphin"  'Mr.  Phipps  was  transferred 
respectively  to  the  old  frigate  "Constitution,"  the 
"Pennsylvania,"  a  line  of  battle  ship  of  120  guns, and 
to  the  U.  S.  brig  "Truxton,"  then  fitting  out  at  the 
Philadelphia  Navy  Yard,  under  Commander  Bruce, 
for  the  west  coast  of  Africa,  to  assist  in  suppressing 
the  slave  trade.  The  "Truxton"  arrived  in  the  early 
part  of  1843  ^t  ^lonrovia,  where,  in  addition  to  his 
regular  duties,  ]\[r.  Phipps  was  assigned  to  the  duty 
on  the  coast  of  obtaining  meteorological  data  in  be- 
half of  the  Connecticut  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sci- 
ences. The  English  sloop-of-war  "Ardent"  and  the 
brig  "Truxton"  united  to  capture  two  slavers,  which 
lav  100  miles  up  the  Rio  Pongo,  at  Gordon's  barra- 
coons.  Arriving  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  they  sent 
up  a  boat  expedition  with  thirty  men  from  the 
American  vessel  and  fifty  from  the  English,  and 
were  successful  in  making-  the  capture.  Air.  Phipps, 
who  had  command  of  the  third  cutter,  was  the  first 
to  board  the  prize  "Spitfire,"  and  the  person  nearest 
at  that  moment  with  his  back  toward  him,  he 
struck  with  the  flat  of  his  sword;  as  the  man 
whirled  they  recognized  each  other.  He  was  a 
mulatto  boy  by  the  name  of  Jackson,  whom  Mr. 
PhipDs  had  often  seen  en  the  streets  of  New  Haven. 

The  climate  up  the  coast  rivers  was  then  deadly, 
and  all  but  two  of  the  thirty  sailors  who  accompan- 
ied Phipps  up  the  Rio  Pongo  took  the  coast  fever. 
The  associates  and  friends  of  'Mr.  Phipps  on  board 
the  "Truxton"  formed  bv  coincidence  rather  a  nota- 
ble group.  The  midshipmen's  mess,  to  which  he 
belonged,  contained  Creighton,  son  of  Commodore 
Creighton ;  Truxton,  the  grandson  of  the  old  Revo- 
lutionary commodore  of  that  name ;  and  Selim 
Woodworth,  son  of  the  author  of  the  "Old  Oaken 
Bucket."  Among  the  officers  of  the  ward  room 
were  Decatur  Hurst,  nephew  of  Com.  Decatur;  and' 
McDonough,  son  of  another  of  the  old  heroes  of 
1812.  On  the  return  of  the  "Truxton,"  in  1846, 
Capt.  Phipps  resigned  and  took  command  of  a  ves- 
sel running  between  New  Orleans  and  the  Spanish 
Main,  and  during  a  voyage  to  St.  Vincent  encoun- 
tered the  great  hurricane  of  Sept.,  1846,  and  was 
in  its  vortex.  Again,  on  the  night  of  Dec.  18.  1846, 
he  was  wrecked  on  *:he  coast  of  Maine,  the  cold  be- 
ing so  severe  on  this  occasion  that  seventeen  persons 
froze  to  death  during  the  night.  Another  of  Capt. 
Phipps'  experiences  was  that  of  1841,  while  cruis- 
ing for  pirates  on  the  U.  S.  brig  "Dolphin"  on  the 
south  coast  of  Cuba.  He  was  in  sight  of  Cape  Ni- 
cola Mole,  at  the  time  that  town,  a  place  of  3.000  in- 
habitants, was  partially  engulfed  by  the  great 
earthquake  of  that  year.  In  1843  ^^r.  Phipps  aided 
in  the  suppression  of  the  "Know-nothing"  riots,  be- 
ing ordered  from  the  Norfolk  Navy  Yard  to  take 
shore  duty  at  Philadelphia. 

When  it  was  announced  in  184S  that  gold  had 
been  discovered  in  California,  Capt.  Phipps  left  New 
York  in  December  on  the  steamer  "Crescent  City," 
for  Chagres,  and  thence  walked  across  the  Isthmus 


to  Panama,  where  he  took  passage  on  a  Guayaquil 
coaster  with  forty  passengers ;  they  sailed  for  San 
Francisco,  and  the  hardships  of  that  four  months' 
cruise  up  the  Pacific  may  be  imagined.  Capt.  Phipps 
passed  two  years   in  mining  on   the   forks  of  the 
American  river,  and  was  successful.     He  returned 
to  the  East  in  1851,  crossing  Central  America  from 
Realejo  on  the  Pacific  to  Lake  Nicaragua  on  foot, 
i  and  in  a  desperate  encounter  with  brigands,  near 
!  the  old  volcano  of  Masaya,  he  came  near  losing  his 
I  gold  dust,  and  barely  escaped  with  his  life.     In  1861 
j  he  became  identified  with  the  New  Haven  Water 
I  Companv,  and  later  engaged  in  hydraulic  engineer- 
i  ing,   and   building  water   works.'    The   Captain   is 
president  of  the  Saybrook  Water  Co.,  which  was 
chartered  in  1885.    I"  following  the  records  of  this 
family — which  are  unusually  complete — a  rather  re- 
markable similarity  of  life  and  character,  and   the 
repetition  of  names  may  be  noted.    The  sea  has  been 
the  chosen  profession  of  the  majority,  with  a  life 

and  verv  marked 


of 


great  activity  and  adventure: 
traits — determination,  courage,  great  reserve,  a 
high  sense  of  honor — have  followed  through  the 
line  from  the  earliest  time.  The  family  is  thor- 
oughly identified  with  Harvard,  nine  of' the  name 
having  graduated  between  1695  and  1832.  [Sav- 
i  age  Diet.] 

I         Mr.    Phipps    married    ]Mary    Elizabeth    Hunt, 
!  daughter  of  Capt.  James  Hunt^  a  prominent  West 
i  India  merchant,  whose  family  has  been  in  New  Ha- 
:  ven  since  about  1774.     She  was  born  in  the  famous 
I  old  house  on  Water  istreet  built  and  occupied  bv 
I  Benedict  Arnold  in  1771,  and  since  owned  bv  Noah 
i  Webster,  and  Mrs.  Phipps'  grandfather  and' father. 
Her  mother  was  a  Cutler,  belonging  to  that  Torv 
!  family  living  at  the  time  of  the  "Revolution  in  the 
old  homestead,  comer  of  Chapel  and  Church  streets, 
where  the  office  building  known  as  Cutler  Corner 
now  stands.     During  the  invasion  of  New  Haven 
in  1779  it  was  under  British  protection.    This  prop- 
erty is  still  in  possession  of  the  family  after  nearly 
140  years  of  ownership.     Mrs.  Phipos  died  in  June, 
1896.     Of  Capt.  Phipps'  six  children,  only  the  two 
youngest,    Edward    Hunt    Phipps,    Yale    Scientific, 
and  Lina  Mary  Phipps,  are  now  living. 

HARRISON  WEED  (deceased^,  who  was  born 
in  what  was  then  the  town  of  Newtown,  Conn.,  and 
is  now  Bethel,  May  11,  1827,  died  in  New  Haven, 
Nov.  27,  1898. 

Levi  S.  Weed,  his  father,  was  born  in  the 
same  place,  a  son  of  Solomon  Weed,  a  farmer  there, 
and  followed  agricultural  pursuits  all  his  life.  He 
married  Rachel  Darnum.  by  whom  he  had  a  family 
of  nine  children  :  ( i )  Eliza  Ann  ;  (2)  Edwin;  (3) 
Austin  J. :  (4)  Granville:  (5)  Ira;  (6)  Emily;  (7) 
Harrison  ;  (8)  Henry  R.  ;  (q)  John  S.  Eliza  Ann 
married  first.  Charles  Sherman,  a  farmer,  and  sec- 
ond. Booth  P.lackman.  Edwin  was  a  harness  maker 
in  Clinton  Corners.  N.  Y..  where  he  died.  .A.ustirt 
J.  was  a  merchant  in  New  Haven,  and  is  now  de- 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


615 


ceased.  Granville,  also  deceased,  was  associated 
with  his  hrother,  Austin  J.  Ira  was  a  silver  plater. 
F.inilv  died  single.  Henry  R.  was  a  farmer  on  the 
old  liOnu'stead.  John  S.  was  a  harness  maker,  and 
sold  carriages  in  the  Soutli. 

Harrison  Weed  grew  up  on  the  farm  in  Bethel, 
where  he  remained  until  he  was  nineteen  years  of 
age,  attending  school  and  helping  on  the  farm.  He 
tiien  went  to  Xew  York,  where  he  learned  the  car- 
penter trade  of  his  brother,  Granville,  though  re- 
maining with  him  but  a  short  time,  when  he  went  to 
r>ridgeport.  Conn.,  and  there  engaged  in  the  sash 
and  blind  business.  After  twelve  years  in  farming 
in  Derby  and  Newtown.  Conn.,  he  located  in  New 
Haven  where  he  entered  the  wholesale  harness 
business  with  his  brother,  Granville,  the  firm  name 
being  Weed  &  Co. 

On  Nov.  27,  1 85 1.  Harrison  Weed  was  married 
to  Elizabeth  E.,  the  daughter  of  Levi  S.  and  Patty 
(Hawley)  Piatt,  of  the  town  of  Washington.  To 
this  union  were  born  four  children:  Ira  D.,  who 
belongs  to  the  firm  of  Weed  &  Co.;  Lorin  L.,  who 
died  when  twenty-six  years  old ;  Henry  H.,  who  is 
connected  with  the  Sargeant  Manufacturing  Co. ; 
Elizabeth  married  Aro  I.  Ward,  the  secretary  of  the 
Winchester  Repeating  Arms  Co.,  of  New  Haven. 
Politically  Harrison  Weed  v.-as  an  independent 
Democrat,  and  with  his  family  he  attended  the  Bap- 
tist Church. 

Levi  S.  Piatt,  father  of  ^Mrs.  Weed,  was  born 
Jan.  6,  1787,  a  son  of  Nathan  Pl.att,  a  native  of  New- 
town, Conn.,  and  a  wheelwright  by  trade.  This  line 
of  the  Platts  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  Platts  of 
Milford.  Levi  S.  Piatt,  like  his  father,  was  a  wheel- 
wright by  trade,  and  he  died  March  26,  1S45.  His 
wife,  Patty  (Hawley)  Piatt,  was  born  in  Brook- 
field,  Conn.,  Nov.  14,  1790,  and  died  Oct.  9,  1859. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Liverus  Hawley,  who  served 
in  the  Revolutionarv  struggle,  as  did  also  the  grand- 
father of  Harrison  Weed,  who  witnessed  the  burn- 
ing of  Danbury. 

THO:^rAS  J.  SLINEY,  chief  engineer  of  the 
Winchester  Repeating  Arms  Co.,  was  born  in  Gene- 
va, N.  Y.,  Oct.  I,  1839,  of  Irish  descent. 

William  Sliney,  his  father,  was  born  in  County 
Cork,  Ireland,  and  came  to  the  United  States  while 
still  a  boy.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  at  Geneva, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  became  an  engineer  of  a  passenger 
boat  on  Seneca  Lake ;  his  death  occurred  in  Geneva. 
Alice  Duggan,  his  wife,  was  born  in  the  same  coun- 
ty in  Ireland,  and  was  reared  to  womanhood  in 
ficneva,  where  she,  too,  passed  away.  To  William 
Sliney  and  his  wife  were  born  six  children:  John 
is  an  engineer,  and  has  charge  of  the  electric  light 
plant  in  fieneva;  Marv  resides  in  New  Haven: 
Thomas  J.;  Catherine  married;  Frank  A.  Paulson, 
and  lives  in  I'.ro(5klyn  :  Alice  married  Frank  Smyth. 
and  lives  in  Augusta.  Ga. :  and  William  is  a  machin- 
ist in  N^ew  Haven..    The  parents  of  William  Sliney 


located  in   Canada,   where  they    were  engaged    in 
farming. 

Thomas  J.  Sliney  lived  in  Geneva,  his  native 
town,  until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age,  and  learned 
engineering  on  Seneca  Lake,  being  afterward  cm- 
ployed  on  boats  in  the  river  and  harbor  in  New 
York.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was  on  the  Govern- 
ment boat  "Cossac."  In  1S68  he  became  connected 
with  the  Winchester  Repeating  Arms  Co.,  while! 
that  company  was  still  established  in  Bridgeport,  and 
when  it  was  removed  to  New  Haven  in  1870,  Mr. 
Sliney  came  with  it  as  its  chief  engineer,  a  position 
he  has  held  to  the  present  lime  with  credit  to  him- 
self and  satisfaction  to  the  management. 

Mr.  Sliney  was  married  in  1866  to  Miss  Mary 
Taylor,  of  Bridgeport,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  B, 
Taylor:  she  died  in  1892.  ^Ir.  Sliney  is  a  Demo- 
crat, and  sociallv,  is  a  member  of  th.e  A.  O.  L'.  \\'. 
and  the  N.  E.  O.  P. 


JOHN  F.  BARNETT,  M.  D.,  is  one  of  West 
Haven's  oldest,  most  successful  practitioners  and  a 
valued  citizen.  His  grandfather,  Samuel,  was  born 
in  New  Haven,  and  the  family — which  is  of  Revo- 
lutionary fame — is  among  the  oldest  in  the  county. 
Samuel  Barnett  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  and 
died  in  his  native  city  at  an  advanced  age. 

William  N.  Barnett,  son  of  Samuel,  was  born 
in  the  same  town,  but  while  yet  a  young  man  went 
South,  settling  in  Charleston,  S.  C.  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  wholesale  book  trade.  In  1845  ^'^^  '"^" 
turned  to  his  native  State,  taking  up  his  residence 
in  West  Haven.  The  first  house  which  he  built  in 
that  town  is  still  standing,  adjoining  the  town  hall. 
He  bought  much  real  estate,  and  was  recognized  as 
one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens.  In  politics  he 
was  a  Democrat,  and  in-  religious  faith  an  Episco- 
palian., serving  for  many  years  as  a  warden  and 
parish  clerk.  He  died  in  Florida,  in  1878,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-eight  years.  While  living  in  South 
Carolina  he  was  married  to  ^Nlary  S.  Pritchard,  a  de- 
scendant of  the  Huguenots.  Her  father,  Paul 
Pritchard,  was  a  ship  builder,  and  she  was  one  of 
a  large  family  of  children.  Of  the  four  sons  born 
to  William  N.  Barnett  and  his  wife,  three  are  yet 
living:  Dr.  John  F. ;  William  E.,  who  holds  the 
position  of  third  vice-president  in  the  Consolidated 
Railroad  office  at  New  Haven  :  and  the  Rev.  F.  \\ . 
Barnett,  of  South  Glastonbury. 

Dr.  John  F.  Barnett  was  bom  in  West  Haven, 
June  26,  1846.  He  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  town  and  at  Brown's  private  school, 
graduating  from  the  Hojikins  Grammar  school  in 
'  New  Haven.  In  1867  he  entered  the  medical  sch.nr.l 
of  Yale  University,  and  received  his  dii)loma  and 
degree  from  that  institution  in  iSf)Q.  The  follow- 
ing vear  he  devoted  to  study  in  the  Hartford  Hos- 
pital, and  then  for  some  months  was  surgeon  on  an 
emigrant  vessel  plving  between  Xew  \ork  and 
Liverpool.     In    1871   he  went  to  the  West  Indies, 
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where  lie  practiced  his  profession  for  about  six 
months.  This  experience  afforded  him  an  aihnirable 
opportunitv  to  become  familiar  with  the  character 
and  conditions  of  life  in  the  tropics,  which  a  man 
of  his  native  talent  and  ])owers  of  observation  was 
not  slow  to  improve.  Relurnini::  to  the  L'nited 
States  in  1872,  he  established  himself  in  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  for  three  years.  His 
professional  ability  was  soon  recognized.  He  was 
appointed  on  the  staff  of  the  Central  Dispensarv, 
and  made  a  member  of  the  King's  County  Medical 
Society.  In  1875,  however,  he  turned  again  to- 
ward his  birthplace,  and  from  that  year  until  the 
present  he  has  made  his  home  among  the  scenes  of 
his  childhood.  In  August,  1897,  he  built  his  pres- 
ent home  on  Church  street,  fronting  the  "green." 
and  there  he  loves  to  dispense  a  generous,  refined 
hospitality.  He  is  a  member  of  both  the  Xew  Ha- 
ven County  and  State  Medical  Societies  and  has 
been  a  "Fellow""  of  the  former.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Xew  Haven  Historical  So- 
ciety, in  wjiose  work  Dr.  Barnett  takes  a  deep  in- 
terest. He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Samosett 
Club,  and  was  at  one  time  connected  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  For  many  years  he  has  been 
a  member  of  the  vestry  of  Christ  Episcopal  Church, 
and  was  formerly  a  teacher  in  its  Sunday-school. 
While  by  natitre  averse  to  holding  public  office,  he 
has  consented,  at  the  tirgent  solicitation  of  his  fellow 
townsmen,  to  serve  in  such  positions.  Since  1882 
he  has  been,  except  for  two  years,  treasurer  of  the 
borough,  having  been  elected  seventeen  times,  and 
for  a  longer  period  school  visitor,  while  for  about 
sixteen  years  he  has  filled  the  statutory  office  of 
medical  examiner  for  the  coroner. 

In  1887  Dr.  Barnett  was  married  to  ]vliss  Mar\' 
E.  Keelev,  of  Kingston,  Canada,  whose  father,  Will- 
iam, died  in  Canada,  aged  fortv  vears.     The  maiden 
1  name  of  her  .mother,  who  is  still  living,  was  Jtilia 
I  Gilliard.     Mrs.  Barnett  was  one  of  a  family  of  six 
i  children,  of  whom  three  besides  herself  are  yet  liv- 
'  ing,   William   J.,   Robert  and   David   H.     Dr.   and 
Mrs.  Barnett  have  had  two  children,  only  one  of 
whom,  F"rederick  H.,  is  living. 

i  JAMES  REILLY,  one  of  the  notable  and  rep- 
resentative citizens  and  business  men  of  Xew  Haven, 
was  born  in  Countv  Cavan,  Ireland,  June  24,  1835. 
He  came  to  X'ew  Haven  when  he  was  ten  years  of 
age,  where  he  attended  Smith's  Academy  (  How- 
ard avenue),  and  other  schiiols  until  he  was  set  to 
learn  the  mason  trade  under  Asa  Hoyt.  For  three 
years  he  worked  with  him,  and  followed  his  trade 
until  1866.  That  year  he  began  for  himself  as  a 
contractor  and  builder,  and  met  with  such  suc- 
cess that  he  was  encouraged  to  persevere  in  that 
I  line  to  the  present  day.  Manv  important  buildings 
i  in  Xew  Haven  have  gone  up  under  his  personal 
care  and  direction,  and  he  has  strongly  impressed 
himself  upon  the  city  as  a  thoroughly  reliable  and 
trustworthv  man. 


Mr.  Reilly  is  a  Democrat,  and  for  two  terms 
was  an  alderman  from  the  Seventh  Ward.  For 
six  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  public 
works,  and  when  a  young  man  was  captain  of  a 
company  of  independent  militia,  called  the  Emmet 
Guard.  Out  of  this  organization  grew  the  9th  Conn. 
\'.  I.  and  the  24th  Conn.  \".  I.,  both  of  which  made 
noble  records  in  the  Civil  war.  Mr.  Reilly  belongs 
to  St.  Patrick's  Parish  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  and  is  one  of  the  most  genial  and  estimable 
gentlemen  of  the  city.  A  man  of  wide  reading  and 
much  intelligence,  he  has  a  fine  library  in  his  beauti- 
ful home  at  Xo.  21  IJradley  street.  Much  property 
is  held  by  him  in  the.city,  and  his  long  and  honor- 
able career  shows  the  worth  of  his  sterling  manhood 
and  unflagging  industry. 

DA\TD  THOAIAS  WELCH  (deceased) 
was  for  twenty  years  a  leading  resident  of  West 
Haven,  wdiere  his  dtath  occurred,  March  7,  1897. 
Coming  of  good  old  Colonial  stock,  he  well  repre- 
sented the  best  blood  of  the  country,  and  the  founda- 
tion for  his  successful  career  was  laid  in  inherited 
traits  of  character.  He  was  born  April  19,  1838, 
in  Milton,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  the  son  of  Garrett 
P.  Welch. 

}iIajor  David  Welch,  his  great-grandfather, 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  and  was  appointed 
Captain  of  4th  Company,  later  major  of  the  First 
Connecticut  Regiment,  of  wdiich  Gen.  David  Woos- 
ter  was  colonel ;  he  represented  the  town  of  Litch- 
field from  1770  to  1780.  His  later  years  were  spent 
in  Milton,  where  he  owned  a  large  estate  and 
passed  an  honored  old  age. 

Judge  John  Welch,  our  subject's  grandfather, 
graduated  from  Yale  in  1778,  entered  the  Continen- 
tal army  as  lieutenant  of  sappers  and  miners,  serv- 
ing five  years :  he  participated  in  the  battles  of  Sara- 
toga and  Yorktown.  He  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  in  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island.  His  talents  brought  him  to  the 
front  in  public  life,  and  he  became  judge  of  the 
county  court  at  Litchfield:  wais  a  member  of  the 
famous  Constitutional  Convention  of  1818:  repre- 
sentative of  Litchfield,  1799-1822;  State  Senator. 
1825;  judge  of  quorum.  1819-1820;  judge  of 
countv  court.  1820-182Q.  He  married  Rosanna 
Peebles,  of  Albany,  and  his  sons  were:  William, 
a  graduate  of  Yale,  and  later  a  captain  in  the  U.  S. 
arinv:  Hugh,  a  lieutenant  in  the  U.  S.  army:  David 
Thomas,  a  lieutenant  and  later  a  captain  in  the  L". 
S.  army:  William  Henry,  a  graduate  of  Yale  in 
1827,  and  after  governor  and  chief  justice  of  Min- 
nesota:  and  (iarrett  P. 

Garrett  P.  Welch,  the  father  of  the  late  David 
Thomas,  was  born  and  reared  in  Milton,  receiving 
a  good  education.  He  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  iron  and  in  mercantile  business  in  early  manhood. 
Ho  inherited  a  large  amount  of  real  estate,  includ- 
ing a  number  of  farms  which  were  operated  for 
'  him.  He  was  a  man  whose  influence  could  always  be 
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CDinitcd  upon  for  any  wortliy  cause,  and  for  many 
M-ars  lie  and  his  wife  were  loading  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  at  Milton.  He  died  in  Milton, 
a:,'ed  fifty-two  years,  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Clarissa  Marsh,  tiicd  at  eighty-six.  She 
was  born  in  Litchfield,  the  daughter  of  Rev.  Tru- 
man Marsh,  a  native  of  that  town,  and  for  more 
than  forty  yeans  a  popular  and  beloved  minister  of 
t!ic  Episcopal  Church,  and  for  several  years  rector 
iincritus.  Her  niL-th.cr,  Clarissa  Seymour,  a  woman 
of  pronounced  beaut\'  of  face  and  most  attractive 
jv.Tsonality,  was  a  daughter  of  Major  Moses  Sey- 
niour,  an  intlucntial  citizen  of  Litchfield,  who  served 
with  distinction  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  (See 
Hollister's  History  of  Connecticut.)  On  his  ma- 
ternal side  Mr.  Welch  was  also  a  lineal  descendant 
of  Gov.  John  Webster,  one  of  the  early  Governors 
of  Connecticut. 

David  Thomais  Welch  spent  his  youth  in  IMil- 
ton,  receiving  the  bist  educational  opportunities 
that  LitchficUi  aft'orded,  and'  before  he  was  twenty- 
one  he  engaged  in  business  for  himself.  At  twenty- 
five  he  went  to  Michigan  and  took  charge  of  sev- 
eral stores  belonging  with  the  copper  mines,  but 
after  five  years  he  returned  to  the  East,  locating  in 
Elizabeth,  X.  J.,  where  he  was  engaged  for  himself 
in  the  drug  business  for  two  years.  His  health 
I'.iiud.  and  for  five  years  he  was  employed  by  A.  T. 
Stvwart  in  Xew  York  City,  and  finding  another 
i!'.;in;.;c  ailvi.sai)le  he  removed  to  West  Haven  in 
|S,~7.  In  \^~')  he  laitl'  the  foundation  for  the  large 
r-  .\i  I  u-iiress.  which  still  bears  his  name.  He  eave 
employment  to  a  large  number  of  men,  the  business 
.'i>  a  single  industry  being  the  most  extensive  of  any 
in  that  locality.  His  office  was  located  on  the  shore. 
niar  tiie  Winchester  avenue  power  house.  While 
.Mr.  Welch  tjuk  much  interest  in  local  affairs  he 
•  \c'ircd  t(j  run  for  office  when  urged,  as  he  pre- 
ferred the  .peace  and  quiet  of  domestic  life  after  his 
business  cares  were  over  for  the  day.  Soon  after 
his  removal  to  West  Haven  he  united  with  Christ 
Episcopal  Church,  and  ten  years  later  was  elected 
.senior  warden.  He  was  one  of  the  liberal  suppor- 
ters of  the  church  and  a  regular  attendant  at  all 
♦.'hiirch  services.  "I  shall  never  forget  his  cheerful 
face  and  cordial  handclasp,"  says  one  man.  He  al- 
V.  ays  welcomed  newcomers  to  the  church,  and  it 
will  he  long  before  his  accustomed  presence  will  be 
!■  ri^otten.  His  deeds  of  charity  were  many  ;  greater 
;;..iii  the  public  were  aware.  His  minister,  the  Rev. 
!''  il.  (.e-ner.  gives  testimony  to  this  fact,  and 
"i-^-iks  warmly  of  the  splendid  character  and  the 
■  "  -tuitaiJotK  cftnerositv  of  his  friend  and  parish- 
!-"cr.  .Mr.  Welch  belonged  to  the  Masonic  order 
•«ii''  wa.  a  member  of  the  Annawan  Lodge,  in  which 
e  Ik-.. I  U'x  (trice  of  treasurer,  but  he  was  not  buried 
wiM  .\Ia^(.n;c  rites,  preferring  to  have  his  obsequies 
•■•  n.hi.!r.l  in  t!ie  "dear  old  Episcopal  form."  ' 

Kicii  ar.d  jKior,  old  and  young,  mourned  for  him 
ami  tikre  was  not  a  man  in  his  employ  that  did  not 
I' el   a   sense  uf  ixTsonal   loss   at  the   news   of  his 


death.  In  1892  he  wrote  a  letter  of  instruction  to 
be  opened  after  his  death,  and  Mrs.  W^elch,  found, 
on  breaking  the  seal,  that  it  expressed  his  wishes 
with  regard  to  his  funeral.  It  was  requested  that 
carriages  be  provided  for  all  the  workmen  in  his 
employ,  and  that  the  bearers  should  be  his  associate 
officers  in  the  church.  Six  of  these  tenderly  bore 
the  casket,  the  remaining  five  acting  as  honorary 
bearers.  The  funeral  services  were  held  on  March 
10,  at  2:30  P.  ]M.  at  Christ  Church,  the  rector,  R. 
H.  Gesner,  being  assisted  by  the  Rev.  E.  S.  Lines, 
of  St.  Paul's,  New  Haven.  The  interment  took 
place  in  Oak  Grove  cemetery,  West  Haven. 

Mr.  W'elch  married  Miss  Sarah  E.  S.  Bradley, 
of  Woodbury,  and  their  life  was  one  of  much  hap- 
piness. Mrs.  Welch  presided  over  th^ir  home,  a 
pleasant  residence  at  the  corner  of  First  avenue  and 
Main  street,  with  grace  andi  hospitality ;  they  had 
no  children  of  their  own,  and  they  delighted  to 
bring  about  them  the  voung  people  of  the  borough, 
an(i  frequently  gave  musicales  and  other  enter- 
tamments.  ^Irs.  Welch  is  a  member  of  the  D.  A. 
R.,  and  was  an  alternate  and  regular  delegate,  al- 
ternate years  to  the  national  congress  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  in  1896,  '97,  '99,  '00.  In  the  local  branch, 
the  Mary  Clap  Wooster  Chapter  is  one  of  the  larg- 
est in  the  State.  She  is  a  leading  worker,  and  is 
now  serving  her  third  vear  as  treasurer.  She  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Kalmathean  Club,  of  West 
Haven,  and  has  been  active  in  religious  work  as  a 
member  of  Christ  Church.  She  is  descended  in 
different  lines  from  some  of  the  earliest  colonial  fam- 
ilies of  the  State  and  her  paternal  grandfather.  Col. 
Aner  Bradley,  was  prominent  in  the  militia,  serv- 
ing as  sergeant,  ensign,  lieutenant,  and  retired  as  a 
colonel  of  militia  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  In  the 
Governor'^  Foot  Guards.  Benedict  Arnold,  Captain, 
he  was  one  of  the  original  members,  having  joined  at 
an  earlv  age :  and  was  one  of  the  sixty  who  marched 
from  New  Haven  to  Lexington  in  less  than  twenty- 
four  hours  after  the  news  reached  this  place  of  open 
hostilities.  He  was  also  at  Ticonileroga,  and  was 
commissioned  sergeant.  He  was  born  in  New  Ha- 
ven but  spent  much  of  his  life  in  W'atertown,  Conn., 
where  he  was  engaged  in  business  as  a  silversmith. 
He  filled  the  office  of  town  clerk  for  twenty-seven 
consecutive  years.  His  death  occurred  at  the  age 
of  seventy-one  and  his  wife,  Anna  Guernsey,  sur- 
vived him  several  vears.  Of  their  nine  children, 
none  are  now  living.  Phineas  Sherman  Bradley, 
Mrs.  Welch's  father,  was  born  at  Watertown,  but 
settled  in  Woodbury,  as  a  leather  manufacturer  in 
early  manhood.  He  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of 
ninctv  years,  his  last  years  being  passed  in  retire- 
ment. For  many  years  he  held  a  leading  place  in 
public  affairs  in  his  section,  serving  a?  selectman  for 
a  number  of  terms,  and  as  representative  in  the 
Legislature  in  1842-43.  He  was  known  as  one  of 
the  i^illars  of  St.  Paul's  Church  at  Woodbury,  and 
helfl  the  office  of  senior  warden  for  many  years, 
greatlv  beloved  bv  all.     His  wife,   Sarah   Scoville 
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Porter,  wlio  died  aged  seventy-six,  was  one  of 
three  children  born  to  Dr.  Stephen  Porter,  of  Wat- 
ertown,  who  married  Lydia  ^Nlanville,  a  lady  of 
French  Huguenot  descent. 

DR.  THEODORE  SMITH  RUST,  one  of  the 
leading  dentists,  and  well-k'nown  men  of  Meridcn 
comes  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  Xew  Eng- 
land, the  ancestry  being  traced  back  to  Henrv  Rust, 
who  came  from  England  in  1633-35,  ^"d  settled  in 
Hingham,  IMass.,  making  the  trip  in  the  ship  '"Dili- 
gent," of  Ipswich,  Capt.  John  Martin.  He  re- 
mained at  Hingham  until  about  1651,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Boston,  where  the  remainder  of  his  life 
was  spent,  and  where  he  became  a  man  of  property 
and  influence;  he  died  about  1685.  Six  children 
were  born  to  him :  Samuel,  baptized  in  Hingham, 
Aug.  5,  1638,  married  Elizabeth  Rogers;  Nathaniel 
was  baptized  Feb.  2,  16^9.  and  married  ^^lary  War- 
dell ;  Hannah  was  baptized  Xov.  7,  1641.  and  mar- 
ried Robert  Earle ;  Israel  was  baptized  Xov.  12, 
1643,  and  married  Rebecca  Clark;  Benjamin  was 
baptized  April  5,  1646;  and  Benoni  died  Oct.  23, 
1647. 

(II)  Israel  Rust,  son  of  Henrv  Rust  the  settler, 
removed  from  Hingham  to  X'orthampton,  Mass., 
when  a  young  man,  and  there,  Dec.  g.  1669,  married 
Rebecca  Clark,  a  daughter  of  ^^'illiam  Clark.  On 
Dec.  8,  1678,  Israel  Rust  took  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
and  March  30,  1690.  took  the  freeman's  oath  in 
Xorthampton.  His  death  occurred  Xov.  11.  171 2, 
and  his  wife  died  Feb.  8.  1733.  Their  children 
were:  A  son,  who  was  born  Sept.  12,  1670,  and 
died  on  the  25th  of  the  same  month  and  year ;  Xa- 
thaniel,  who  was  born  X"ov.  17,  1671,  and  who  mar- 
ried Mercy  Atkinson;  Samuel,  who  was  born  Aug. 
6,  1673,  and  died  in  January,  1701  ;  Sarah,  who  was 
bom  May  29,  1675,  and  married  in  Xorthampton 
Feb.  20,  1699.  to  Deacon  Samuel  Allen,  who  died 
March  27,  1739;  Experience,  who  was  born  July 
30,  1677,  and  died  young;  Israel,  who  was  born 
July  15,  1679,  and  married  to  Sarah  Xorth,  April  3, 
1704;  Jonathan,  who  was  born  June  ir,  1681,  and 
married  to  Elizabeth  Allen,  and  (second)  Anna 
Lyman;  Rebecca,  who  was  born  about  1683,  mar- 
ried Robert  Danks  ;  and  John,  who  was  born  about 
1685. 

(III)  Israel  Rust,  son  of  Israel  Rust  (i),  died 
Dec.  27,  1759,  and  he  had  a  family  of  the  following 
children:  Sarah,  born  Dec.  23.  1704,  married  May 
24,  1727,  Samuel  Clark;  Mary.  l>orn  Oct.  30,  1706; 
Lydia,  born  Feb.  24,  1709,  married  Jan.  11,  1730, 
Eliakim  Phelps;  Israel,  born  Feb.  15,  1712,  mar- 
ried Mary  Warner.  The  sixth  child  of  this  family 
was  born  Feb.  4,  1714,  and  died  in  infancy. 

(IV)  Israel  Rust,  son  of  Israel  {2),  was  by  oc- 
cupation a  lumberman  in  Xorthamnton.  He  was 
married  on  .April  10,  1735.  to  INlary  Warner,  daugh- 
ter of  Mark  and  Lydia  (Phelps)  Warner,  born  Ma\ 
24,  171 5.  and  died  Xov.  10,  1809;  he  died  Xov.  10, 
1779.     The  children  born  to  them  were:     Elijah, 


born  March  8,  1736,  married  ]\[iriam  Strong;  Mary, 
born  Dec.  11,  1737,  died  April  4,  1802;  Sarah,  bap- 
tized Aug.  19,  1739,  married  Nathaniel  Parsons  in 
1768;  Israel,  born  Dec.  4,  1741,  married  Esther 
Bartlett;  Daniel,  born  Jan.  12,  1744,  died  August, 
1744;  Lydia,  born  July  18,  1745,  died  in  1752;  Es- 
ther, born  in  October,  1747,  married,  Feb.  28,  1771, 
Seth  Clapp;  Eunice,  born  October,  1749,  married 
Jan.  9,  1772,  Nathan  Clark;  Jerusha,  born  in  1751, 
married,  in  1771,  Noah  Edwards;  Daniel,  born  in 
1753.  married  Penelope  Cook;  and  Jonathan,  born 
Nov.  2,  1755,  died  March  9,  1776. 

(V)  Israel  Rust,  son  of  Israel  (3),  was  a  farm- 
er by  occupation.  He  was  married  in  Northampton, 
Aug.  22,  1768,  to  Esther  Bartlett,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Abigail  (Lyman)  Bartlett.  She  was  bap- 
tized March  8,  1741,  and  she  was  a  sister  of  Phebc 
Bartlett,  whose  conversion  at  the  age  of  four  years 
and  interest  in  Sunday-school  books  have  given  her 
great  notoriety.  Israel  died  Oct.  21,  1816,  and  his 
wife  probably  about  Dec.  i,  1829.  The  children 
born  of  this  union  were  as  follows :  Chester,  born 
Feb.  12,  1769,  married,  in  1798,  Esther  Wright: 
Electa,  born  Oct.  7,  1770,  married  Jared  Clark,  Jan. 
8,  1800.  had  one  son,  and  died  June  27,  1853;  Seth, 
born  March  15,  1772,  married  Jerusha  Starr,  Sept. 
10,  1794,  and  died  ]March  17,  1838;  Phineas,  born 
Aug.  29,  1773.  married  Miltiah  Everett,  Nov.  10. 
1803.  and  died  Dec.  30',  1848;  Israel,  boni  July  9. 
1775,  died  March  6,  1800;  Jonathan,  born  in  1777; 
and  Esther  born  July  11,  1779,  married,  June  4,  1806, 
Col.  Josiah  Dickinson,  and  died  Nov.  23,  1869. 

(VI)  Jonathan,  son  of  Israel  (4),  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  his  death  occurred  in  North- 
ampton, April  18,  1828.  He  married,  in  1805,  Fan- 
nie, daughter  of  Cotton  and  Olive  f  Field)  Dickin- 
son, of  Hadley.  She  was  born  in  1770,  and  died  in 
Boston.  ]Mass.,  May  24,  1852,  aged  eighty-two. 
Their  children  were:  Sibyl  Partridge,  born  Nov.  29, 
1806,  married  Theodore  M.  Smith,  and  died  Nov. 
29,  1861  ;  William,  born  in  X'orthampton,  March  6, 
1809,  removed  to  Canada,  where  he  died  March  13. 
1846,  leaving  two  children;  Frances  Amelia,  born 
in  Northampton,  March  4,  1813,  married  in  the  same 
town,  Aug.  3,  1831,  Dr.  Marcus  Crary,  son  of  Peter 
and  Lovisa  (Griswold)  Parker,  and  died  in  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,- Dec.  20,  1887;  and  Daniel,  born  in 
X'orthampton.  April  10,  1815,  married  (first)  Ann 
Haskell,  (second)  Chloe  Haskell,  and  (third)  Elea- 
nor Nelson. 

(VII)  Daniel  Rust,  son  of  Jonathan,  and  father 
of  Dr.  Rust,  became  a  carriage  manufacturer,  hut 
later  retired  and  lived  on  a  farm.  He  married  first. 
Feb.  9.  1741,  in  Peru,  Mass..  Ann  Haskell,  who  was 
born  in  that  town,  Dec.  19,  1813.  and  died  in  East- 
hampton.  June  23,  1847.  ^^'s  second  wife,  whom 
he  married  Oct.  5,  1847,  was  her  sister,  Chloe,  born 
April  8,  1812,  died  Aug.  26,  1S55,  On  May  7, 
1857.  he  married  Eleanor  Nelson,  and  he  died  in 
Easthampton.  Oct.  13.  1872.  The  children  by  hi'^ 
first  marriage  were :     Chloe  Ann,  born  Jan.  17,  1842, 
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died  July  2J,  1865;  Theodore  Sniitli.  horn  Apri!  14. 
1844';  and  .Mary  Sibyl,  horn  Jan.  19.  1S46,  died 
March  31.  1S46.  One  child  was  born  of  the  second 
marriai^e,  hannio  Frances,  who  was  born  in  East- 
hainptun,  June  10,  184Q,  and  died  July  15,  1865.  By 
his  third  marriage  Mr.  Rust  had  the  foflowing  fam- 
ilv:  Charles  Nelson,  boni  Aug.  i,  1859,  married 
Carrie  Barton,  of  Granby.  Mass. ;  Xellie  E.,  born 
lu!y  I.  1861,  is  unmarried  and  resides  in  Xaug-a- 
tuck.  Conn. ;  and  George,  born  Xov.  9,  1S63,  is  un- 
married and  resides  in  Springlield.  Mass.  }ilrs. 
Rust  removed  to  Xaugatuck  about  1S87  to  live  with 
lier  daughter. 

Dr.  Theodore  Smith  Rust  vras  born  April  14, 
1844,  and  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  learning  the  trade 
of  machinist,  but  having  a  strong  inclination  toward 
a  professional  life,  he  took  up  the  studv  of  dentistrv, 
in  1863,  with  his  brother-in-law.  Dr.  Colton.  in 
Meriden.  Continuing  with  him.  Dr.  Rust  became 
thoroughly  versed  in  his  profession,  and  upon  the 
death  of  the  former,  continued  the  business  alone. 
For  thirty-eight  years  he  has  been  in  successful 
practice  in  the  city  of  Meriden.  and  has  been  in  his 
present  quarters. ever  since  Place  Block  building  was 
erected,  he  being  the  first  dentist  to  locate  there. 
He  is  a  member  of  Connecticut  State  Dental  Asso- 
ciation and  North  Eastern  Dental  Association,  and 
he  is  the  oldest  and  leading  dentist  of  Meriden  and 
numbers  the  best  people  of  the  city  among  his  pa- 
tients. 

Dr.  Rust  is  also  well-known  as  a  mechanical  gen- 
ius, electrician,  and  skillful  machinist.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  to  construct  a  telephone,  and  also  to  ex- 
periment with  Roentgen  ravs,  and  is  now  interested 
in  wireless  telegraphy.  Socially  and  fraternally 
he  is  verv  popular,  and  is  a  member  of  Meriden 
Lodge,  No.  77,  A.  F.  &  A.  'Mr,  the  Home  Club; 
and  the  Wheel  Club,  of  which  he  was  president  for 
a  number  of  years.  He  was  one  of  the  first  persons 
in  Meriden  to  ride  a  wheel,  and  is  still  enthusiastic 
over  the  sport. 

On  May  3,  1864,  Dr.  Rust  married  Fannie  M. 
Colton,  a  woman  of  refinement  and  culture.  Two 
children  have  been  born  to  this  union :  Theodora 
Frances,  bom  ]May  30,  1870,  is  a  young  ladv  of 
many  attainments ;  Annie  Marinda  graduated  from 
the  art  school  at  Smith  College  in  1896,  and  after- 
ward studied  at  the  Yale  School  of  Fine  Arts.  Both 
daughters  at  present  reside  at  home. 

The  CoLTOX  Family.  George  Colton.  from 
whom  all  the  Coltons  in  this  country  are  descended 
as  far  as  is  known,  came  from  Sutton-Coldfield, 
Kngland.  He  married  Deborah  Gardner,  of  Hart- 
f<^r(l,  and  settled  in  that  part  of  Springfield  called 
I-ongmeadow.  Quartermaster  George  Colton  died 
Feb.  13.  1699.  His  wife  died  Sept.  5,  1689.  Their 
children  were:  Isaac,  born  Xov.  21.  1646,  married 
^^ary  Cooper,  June  30,  1670.  and  died  Sept.  3.  1700: 


F.phraim.  bom  April  q,  1648.  died  'Slay  14.  1713: 
Mary,  born  Sept.  22,  1649;  Thomas.  lx)rn  ivlay  i, 
1651,  died  Sept.  30,  1728;  Sarah,  born  Feb.  24,  1652; 


Deborah,  born  Jan.  25,  1654,  died  Xov.  26,  1733; 
Hepsibah.  born  Jan.  7,  1656;  John,  born  April  8, 
1O59,  died  Feb.  3.  1727;  and  Benjamin,  born  Mav 
26,  1661.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  De- 
borah (Gardner)  Colton,  George  Colton  married 
Lydia  Lamb. 

(H)  Isaac  Colton,  son  of  Quartermaster  George, 
the  emigrant,  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Lieut. 
Thomas  Cooper,  June  30,  1670.  She  was  born  Xov. 
15,  165 1,  married  (second)  Edward  Stebbins,  and 
died  Aug.  29,  1742.  Isaac  Colton  died  Sept.  3, 
1700.  The  children  of  Isaac  and  Marv  (Cooper) 
Colton  were:  3vlary,  born  March  30,  1671  ;  Sarah, 
born  June  11,  1673,  died  July  9.  1689;  George,  born 
June  16,  1677,  died  Aug.  6,  17^50;  Rebecca,  born 
June  20,  1681  ;  Deborah,  born  Julv  26,  1684;  a  child 
born  Aug.  i.  1687,  died  the  same  day;  Hannah,  born 
Aug.  8,  1688;  Joseph,  born  April  20,  1693;  Benja- 
min, born  June  18,  1695.  died  May  6,  1770. 

(Ill)  Benjamin  Colton,  son  of  Isaac  (Tolton,  set- 
tled in  Springfield,  and  afterward  removed  to  Lud- 
low. On  Feb.  6,  1721,  he  married  Elizabeth  Pyn- 
chon.  daughter  of  John  and  Bathshua  (Taylor) 
Pynchon.  She  was  born  Dec.  17,  1702.  and  died 
Sept.  26,  1776;  he  died  May  6.  1770.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Benjamin,  born  Feb.  i,  1722,  died  June 
20,  1808;  Charles,  born  March  8,  1724,  died  March 
9,  1809;  Moses,  born  Feb.  9.  1726,  died  Sept.  2^, 
1771:  Gideon,  born  Feb.  11,  1728,  married  Johann.x 
Colton,  and  died  June  16,  1823;  Elizabeth,  born 
April  13,  1730;  Bathshua,  born  Sept.  6,  1732;  Isaac, 
born  Aug.  22,  1734,  died  March  3,  1812;  William, 
born  Xov.  6,  1736;  Margaret,  born  Oct.  24,  1738; 
Hannah,  born  Oct.  27,  1740;  Mary,  bom  Jan.  26, 
1742;  Aaron,  born  March  21,  1744;  Rhoda,  bom 
June  9.  1748;  Edward,  born  April  10,  1750;  Reuben, 
born  Jan.  i,  1752,  died  Sept.  26.  1757. 

(I\')  Gideon  Colton,  son  of  Benjamin  Colton, 
lived  at  Longmeadow,  Mass.,  and  was  said  to  be  a 
man  of  small  stature,  and  for  that  reason  could  not 
serve  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  His  first  wife  was 
Sarah  Burt,  daughter  of  David  and  Sarah  Burt;  she 
had  two  children.  Simon,  who  died  young;  and 
Sarah,  who  married  Reuben  Warriner,  Feb.  15, 
1783.  Gideon  Colton  married  his  second  wife.  Jo- 
hanna Colton,  daughter  of  Lieut.  John  Colton,  June 
18.  1761.  She  died  Sept.  10,  1788.  and  he  died  June 
15,  1823.  The  children  by  his  second  wife  were 
as  follows:  Gideon,  born  May  10.  1763,  married 
July  23.  1788.  Leucretia  Woodworth;  Hanon.  born 
Oct.  4,  1764,  married  Eunice  Cooley,  Tune,  1788, 
and  died  Aug.  28,  1828:  Zadock,  born  Feb.  5,  1766. 
married  Hulda  Lanckton,  Xov.  5.  1794,  and. died 
Dec.  17.  1836:  Chauncey,  born  Xov.  4,  1768,  died 
Jan.  6.  1775:  Sabra.  born  Xov.  30,  1770,  married 
Jan.  25,  1700,  Harrison  Ewell ;  Elizabeth,  born  Dec. 
T,o.  1774.  died  July  16,  1861  ;  and  Chauncey,  born 
Jan.   IT,  T77Q.  died  Feb.  15.   1789. 

(\')  Zailock  Colton,  son  of  Gideon  Colton.  also 
lived  at  Longmeadow,  Mass..  and  at  Conway  and 
Westfield,  the  same   State.     On  X'ov.   5,   1794,  he 
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married  Hulda  Laiickton,  who  was  born  Aug.  7,  or 
.Sept.  18,  1777.  and  died  ^larch  11.  1833.  He  died 
Dec.  17,  1836.  IJoth  passed  away  in  Westfield  at 
the  home  of  tlieir  son  Ciiaunccy.  Their  children 
were  as  follows:  John,  born  April  28.  1796,  died 
that  same  day:,  John  (2).  born  Aug.  7,  1797,  mar- 
ried Lemira  Batchelder.  and  died  .A.i)ril  10.  1868; 
Chauncey.  born  Jan.  29,  1800.  married  Marinda 
Flagg.  and  died  Jan.  9,  1862:  Hulda,  born  Sept.  28, 
3801,  married  Stephen  Harrison,  and  died  Sept.  16, 
1838:  Elizabeth,  born  Dec.  11.  1806.  married  Board- 
man  Xoble,  and  died  May  3.  1S92:  Mehitable,  born 
May  8,  1810,  died  July  9,  1S26;  Emily,  born  May 
20,  1812,  married  Moses  X.  Williams,  and  died 
iVIarch  6,  1895;  Philinda,  born  April  24,  1815.  mar- 
ried William  Sackett  and  died  March  8,  1837;  and 
■Gideon,  born  June  16,  181 7,  married  Magdalen 
Young,  and  died  Aug.  29.  1873. 

(VI)  Chauncey  Colton,  son  of  Zadcck  Colton, 
wa"s  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  married  Marinda 
Plagg,  who  was  born  Feb.  25,  iSck).  a  daughter  of 
Eleazer  and  Elizabeth  (Warren)  Flagg,  of  Con- 
way. Mass..  Oct.  26,  1830.  He  died.  Jan.  9.  1862, 
in  Westfieldi,  Mass.,  where  they  lived,  and  where 
their  children  were  born.  After  his  death  his  wife 
removed  to  Meriden,  Conn.,  to  live  with  her  son 
Dr.  D.  S.  Colton,  and  died  Aug.  20,  1896.  aged 
eighty-seven.  The  children  of  Chauncey  and  Ma- 
rinda Colton  were  as  follows:  Ann  M.,  born  Aug. 
22,  183 1,  married  James  Bliss,  of  Owen.  111.,  and 
died  July  8.  188 1  :  Jane  E..  born  Jan.  21,  1834,  mar- 
ried Henry  Thurston :  Benton  H.,  born  Aug.  14. 
1836,  and  married  Lozina  Wheeler  :  Delizon  S.,  born 
Feb.  4.  1839.  died  Sept.  13.  1864:  Fannie  M..  born 
July  20,  1841,  married  May  3,  1864.  Theodore  Smith 
Rust;  Emma  E.,  born  July  4,  1844.  married  Henry 
A.  Shipman,  and,  died  Aug.  12,  1885;  Francis  V., 
;  "born  May  25.  1847,  died  Aug.  29,  1849;  'i"'^'  Ernest- 
I  ine  L.,  born  Dec.  13,  1850,  died  July  22,  1865. 


EDWARD  DAMS,  who  was  the  head  of  the 
Davis  family  of  Hamden.  X'ew  Haven  county,  and 
whose  sons,  William  E.  and  James  A.,  constitute  the 
extensive  brick  manufacturing  firm  of  ^^'.  E.  Davis 
&  Co..  of  Xew  Haven,  was  a  member  of  the  old 
Davis  family,  of  Willington,  Connecticut. 

From  Avery  Davis,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Staf- 
ford, a  native  of  the  town  of  Willington.  Tolland 
county,  and  a  son  of  Avery  Davis,  came  the  mem- 
bers of  that  familv  in  Stafford.  Hamden  and  X'ew 
Haven.  Averv  Davis  married  Hannah  Tyler,  a 
daughter  of  Deacon  Samuel  Lycn.  of  the  same 
town,  and  their  children  were :  Charles.  Eliza.  Mary. 
Edward.  William,  Samuel  (sketch  of  whom  apocars 
elsewhere)  and  John.  Averv  Davis  passerl  his  life 
in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Stafford,  and  there  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  His  youngest  son. 
John,  was  born  in  1826,  and  married  .Aurelia. 
daughter  of  Joseph  Allen,  of  Ellington.  He  set- 
tled in  Rockville.  where  he  became  a  large  holder 
of  real  estate,  over  which  that  city    later    spread, 


making   him    wcalthv.        Davis    avenue   there    was 
named  for  him.     He  died  Jan.  11,  1899. 

Edward  Davis,  son  of  Avery,  and  the  father  of 
William  E.,  James  A.  and  lUirton  A.,  was  born  in 
1818  in  Stafford,  and  in  1837  established  himself 
on  a  farm  in  Hamden.  coming  to  that  town  with  his 
brother,  Sanuiel.  By  his  upriglit  life  and  e.xem- 
plary  habits  he  won  the  profound  respect  of  the 
community.  He  was  selectman  of  the  town  antl 
assessor,  and)  also  filled  other  positions  of  trust  and 
responsibility.  In  1842  he  was  married  to  Betsev 
M.  Augur,  daughter  of  James  and  Almyra  (Ford) 
Augur,  and  a  member  of  an  old  Xew  England  fam- 
ily. She  was  born  in  Whitneyville,  and  spent  her 
life  in  that  part  of  Hamden.  She  earlv  identified  her- 
self with  the  Whitneyville  Congregational  Cluirch, 
always  took  a  deep  interest  in  its  affairs,  and  lived 
a  busy,  useful  life,  but  one  which  seemed  always 
serene  and  peaceful.  In  her  later  years  she  became 
indeed  "a  mother  in  Israel."  She  was  a  constant 
reader  and  deep  thinker,  the  subjects  of  temperance 
and  missions  being  of  special  interest  to  her. 
Thoroughly  good  and  lovable,  she  left  to  her  chil- 
dren a  legacy  of  precious  memories.  Her  death 
occurred  Aug.  16.  1889,  and  she  was  buried  in 
Whitneyville  cemetery  by  the  side  of  her  husband. 
Ciiildren  as  follows  were  born  to  their  union  :  ( i ) 
James  A.,  born  June  6.  1844,  in  the  town  of  Ham- 
den, is  mentionedi  elsewhere.  (2)  Betsev  Maria, 
born  April  12,  1846.  is  the  wife  of  George  W.  Ives, 
of  Hamden,  by  whom  she  has  had  two  children,  Al- 
fred and  Lucy,  the  latter  deceased.  (3)  William 
E.,  born  Jan.  30,  1848.  married  Sophia  Tambling- 
son,  and  has  three  children.  William  Edward.  Jr., 
Jessie  and  Harold  M.  (4)  Carrie  M..  born  in  i860, 
died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years :  she  was  attending 
X"ew  Haven  high  school  at  the  time  of  her  decease. 
(5)  Burton  A.,  born  Sept.  15,  1862.  married  Mar- 
tha E.  Augur,  and  has  one  daughter.  Marjcrie,  and 
one  son.  Minott.  (6)  Myra  L.,  born  in  1865, 
married  William  T.  Burton,  of  Hamden,  and  died 
Feb.  I,  1901  ;  she  was  the  mother  of  John  Edward, 
Ralph  William  and  Donald  Hepburn. 

After  his  marriage  Edward  Davis  located'  on  the 
farm  where  his  son.  Burton  A.,  now  lives.  Although 
he  began  life  a  poor  boy,  with  only  a  common  school 
edueaticn,  he  prospered  in  his  undertakings,  as  he 
was  industrious,  enterprising  and  energetic,  and  he 
became  a  large  land  owner  and  extensive  farmer — 
in  fact,  he  was  one  of  the  successful  men  in  his  day 
in  Hamden.  During  the  latter  \ears  of  his  life  he 
devoted  his  attention  to  the  dairy  business.  He 
was  a  man  of  good  common  sense  and  sound  judg- 
ment. When  he  began  life  his  capital  consisted  only 
of  energy  and  business  tact,  which  latter  trait  was 
apparent  from  his  youth.  He  was  a  disciplinarian, 
and  his  management  of  aft'airs.  public  or  private, 
was  such  as  to  secure  the  best  results,  for  though 
stern  in  some  respects  he  could  be  indulgent,  and 
was  a  good  judge  of  human  nature.  Mr.  Davis  was 
well  known,  and  his  personal  acquaintance  included 


t 


[•, 


b3VJ:   ".'m: 


i'AHl'.rr 


:!':■:    i'jjf   63   J);>i   y/! 


.Mr,      H-JJI      -n     -J)!^ 


,r-ni,.i''    7i';,:o;.l     ( i'.  i 


(  :■■ 


;t  ir;rv;  ,.  i/.  vi ' 


l.-i  .■.■■.JT  f 


MtM 


<v-  £' 


{^.  'i'^"j'"-.t- 


Cs 


i^  :^^^ 


«       j(^v 


\. 


■'-:% 


0cUvG^tAy'^^iX4/-U> 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


621 


niiinv  <.>f  tlic  proiniiieiit  men  in  the  business  and 
finaiK-i;iI  circles  of  New  Haven.  He  reared  an  ex- 
cJlcnt  family  to  whom  he  left  not  only  a  comfort- 
al)le  competence,  but  a  name  which  can  be  pc>inted 
to  witii  ])ride.  His.  tastes  were  domestic,  and  his 
heart  ahvaxs  in  his  home  and  family,  and  he  never 
S()n.i,du  or  cared  for  public  preferment,  taking  an 
interest  in  politics  solely  as  a  public-spirited  citi- 
zen. He  contributed  liberally  to  the  support  of  the 
Whitneyville  Congregational  Church,  of  which  he 
wa>  a  leading  member. 

YALE.  The  Yale  family  of  New  Haven  coun- 
ty has  long  been  prominent  and  comes  of  an  hon- 
orable race. 

(I)  Thomas  Yale  was  born  in  England  or  Wales 
about  1616,  son  of  David  and  Ann  (Morton)  Yale. 
David  Yale  being  a  descendant  of  an  ancient  and 
wealthy  family  of  that  name  in  Wales,  and  Ann 
Morton,  the  daughter  of  Bishop  Morton  of  London. 
Their  marriage  occurred  in  1613.  and  Mr.  Yale  died 
in  1617  leaving  three  children.  The  widow  in  1618 
married  Theophilus  Eaton,  then  an  opulent  mer- 
chant of  London,  and  with  him,  and  a  large  com- 
pany, including  her  three  children  by  David  Yale, 
came  to  America  in  the  "Hector"  in  1637,  stopping 
in  Boston  and  going  to  Xew  Haven  in  the  spring  of 
1638.  Gov.  Eaton  died'  in  X'ew  Haven  in  1657,  and 
in  1658  Mrs.  Eaton  and  daughter,  Hannah  Eaton, 
returned  to  England. 

Thomas  Yale  married,  in  1645,  INIary,  daughter 
of  Capt.  Xathaniel  Turner.  He  had  come  to  Xew 
England  with  his  step-father.  Gov.  Eaton,  and  party, 
and  settled  in  Xew  Haven  as  a  merchant  in  1638. 
On  the  death  of  Gov.  Eaton  he  accompanied  his 
mother  and  sister  to  England,  but  returned  to  X'ew 
Haven  in  1659  and  purchased  lands  in  that  part  of 
the  town  which  afterward  became  Xorth  Haven, 
and  settled  there  as  earlv  as  1660.  He  was  one  of 
the  principal  men  in  the  colony ;  was  a  signer  of  the 
Plantation  Covenant  and  fillecji  with  honor  many 
offices  of  trust.  He  died  March  27.  1683,  his  wife 
surviving  until  Oct.   15,   1704. 

(H)  Thomas  Yale  (2).  son  of  Thomas,  the  set- 
tler, born  about  1647  in  Xew  Haven,  married 
'(first)  Dec.  11,  1667,  Rebecca,  born  Feb.  26.  1650, 
daughter  of  William  Gibliards,  of  Xew  Haven. 
Capt.  Yale  remoVed  to  Wallingford.  Conn.,  in  1670 
2s  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town.  He  was  one 
of  the  most  active  and  energetic  men  of  Walling- 
ford, assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  church,  was 
a  justice  of  the  peace,  captain  of  the  train  band,  etc. 
He  died  in  Wallingford  Jan.  26.  1736. 

(  HI)  Xathaniel  Yale,  son  of  Thomas  (2),  born 
July  21,  1681,  married  Anna,  daughter  of  John 
I*eck,  of  Wallingford,  and  settled  as  a  farmer  in 
that  part  of  the  town  which  is  now  Meriden.  He 
died  Dec.  ii.  171 1.  His  widow"  married  Joseph 
Cole  and  died  I'eb.  16.  ijif). 

(IV)  Alxd  Yale,  son  of  Xathaniel.  born  March 
9,  1707,  married  (first)  July  22,  1730,  Esther  Cook, 


and  (second)  June  3,  1742,  Sarah  Atkins,  of  Mid- 
dletown.  Mr.  Yale  was  a  farmer  and  settled  in  the 
eastern  part  of  tlie  town,  now  Meriden.  He  died 
April  8,  1784,  and  his  wife,  Sarah,  died  Dec.  20, 
1800. 

(V)  Xathaniel  Yale  (2),  son  of  Abel,  born  June 
28,  1753,  married,  Sept.  15,  1778,  Hannah  Scoville, 
and  lived  in  Meriden.  Jn  early  life  he  was  a  joiner, 
but  later  was  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  for  a 
number  of  years  a  deacon  in  the  Congregational 
Church.  He  died  Dec.  12,  1814,  and  his  wife  died 
Feb.  28,  1847. 

(M)  Levi  Yale,  son  of  Xathaniel  (2).  born 
Xov.  31.  1780,  married  (first)  Polly  Yale,  daughter 
of  Joel  Yale,  and  (second)  Alarch  5.  18 15.  Anna 
Guy.  Mr.  Yale  was  a  farmer  of  Meriden.  He  died 
Xov.  10.  1844.  His  wife,  Polly,  died  July  13,  181 1. 
One  child,  Mary,  was  born  to  the  first  marriage, 
born  in  1807  and  died  in  1837.  The  children  born 
to  the  second  marriage  were:  Sarah  A.,  born  Aprd 
17,  1817,  married  Henrv  J.  Tennent  and  resided  in 
Meriden;  Hannah  S.,  born  Dec.  18,  1818,  married 
Ira  X.  Yale  and  died  March  18,  1S47;  Bertrand 
Leiand,  born  Xov.  17,  1820:  Clarissa  K.,  born  Dec. 
15,  1822;  Dewitt  C,  born  Jan.  6,  1825,  died  ( )ct. 
9,  1846;  and  Letiza  X.,  born  Oct.  6,  1827,  died 
March  14,  1833. 

Bertraxd  Lelaxd  Yale,  late  of  ^^leriden,  whose 
lineage  is  set  forth  in  the  foregoing,  was  reared 
amid  agricultural  pursuits,  living  on  the  home  farm 
until  twenty  years  of  age  when  he  commenced  in  a 
small  way  the  manufacture  of  cigars.  Later  he  be- 
gan business  as  a  merchant  tailor  and  dealer  in 
furnishing  goods.  During  this  time  he  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  and  held  the  office,  performing 
his  duties  most  etficiently,  for  eight  years.  He  adtled, 
in  time,  to  his  establishment  both  a  fire  and  life  in- 
surance business,  this  branch  soon  requiring  so 
much  of  his  time  that  he  disposed  of  his  store  and 
devoted  his  energies  to  the  establishment  of  quite  an 
extensive  insurance  business,  which  he  carried  on 
successfully  for  a  period  of  some  twenty-five  years. 
He  then  returned  to  his  farm  and  was  occupied  in 
farming  the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  death  occur- 
ring Oct.  I.  1892,  and  he  sleeps  in  ILast  Cemetery, 
Meriden. 

Mr.  Yale's  political  affiliations  were  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  in  his  earlier  life  he  took 
quite  an  active  part  in  politics.  For  many  years 
prior  to  his  death  his  business  duties  rather  pre- 
vented him  from  active  work  in  public  affairs.  He 
served  with  abilitv  and  efficiency  as  an  alderman  of 
Meriden.  elected  in  1888.  served  in  that  year  en  the 
Finance  and  Water  committees,  and  in  1889.  in  ad- 
dition to  these,  on  the  committee  on  By-laws.  Dur- 
ing the  last  year  of  his  service  as  alderman  Mr. 
Vale  acted  as  mayor  pro  tem.  For  many  years  he 
was  a  director  of  the  Meriden  Bank.  He  was  a 
man  who  commanded  the  resjiect  and  esteem  of  his 
fellow  citizens  and  held  their  full  ccjnfidence.  His 
good  common   sense  and  practical  business   ideas, 
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along  with  good  judgment,  made  him  a  valuable 
man  in  the  community.  Fraternally  :\[r.  Yale  was 
a  Mason,  becoming  an  apprentice  in  Harmony 
Lodge,  No.  27,  New  Britain,  Oct.  4, 1848,  and  he  was 
a  charter  member  of  }kleridian  Lodge,  serving  as 
the  first  secretary :  he  was  made  senior  warden  in 
1852  and  ]\Iaster  ^lason  in  1854. 

On  Feb.  4,  1861,  .Mr.  Yale  was  married  to  Chloe 
Elizabeth  Holcomb,  daughter  of  Hon.  Raynor  Hol- 
comb,  of  East  Granby,  Conn.,  and  to  them  came  a 
daughter,  Jennie  Holcomb.  Mrs.  Yale  is  a  repre- 
sentative of  several  of  the  oldest  and  best  families 
in  Connecticut,  and  is  a  lady  of  fine  attainments, 
with  natural  charm  of  manner. 

Jennie  Holcomb  Yale  was  united  in  marriage 
with  John  B.  Hall,  son  of  Seth  J.  Hall,  mention  "of 
whom  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Two  chil- 
dren have  blessed  this  union :  Liane  Flolcomb  and 
Elizabeth  Yale.  Air.  Hall  is  engaged  in  the  flour 
and  grain  business  with  his  father,  and  politically  is 
a  Democrat. 

JEROME  C.  MUNSON,  one  of  the  best  known 
citizens  and  most  progressive  farmers  of  Hamden, 
belongs  to  an  old  and  prominent  family  of  New 
Haven  county.  The  first  to  come  to  America  was 
Thomas  Alunson,  who  was  born  in  England  in  1612, 
and  was  a  carpenter  by  trade.  For  a  time  he  re- 
sided in  Hartford  county.  Conn.,  but  in  1647  came 
to  New  Flaven  county  with  Samuel  Whitehead,  and 
later  was  granted  100  acres  of  land  in  this  county. 
In  1653,  when  war  was  declared  against  the  Dutch 
of  the  New  Netherlands,  he  enlisted  in  the  first  com- 
panv  that  was  organized  here,  was  elected  sergeant 
and  afterward  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant. 
He  also  participated  in  the  Pequot  war  as  one  of 
Mason's  renowned'  army,  and  at  that  time  held 
the  rank  of  sergeant.  He  seems  to  have  been  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  He  died 
May  7,  1685,  and  his  wife,  Joanna,  who  was  born 
in  1610,  died  Dec.  13,  1678.  Their  children  were: 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Thomas  Cooper;  Samuel,  who 
was  baptized  in  August.  1645  ;  and  Hannah,  who 
was  baptized  June  11,  1648. 

(II)  Sam.uel  INIunson,  son  of  Thomas,  was  a 
shoemaker  and  tanner  by  trade,  was  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church  and  was  quite  prominent 
in  civil  and  religious  affairs.  He  resided  in  New 
Haven  and  Wallingford  and  died  in  the  former 
place  in  1693.  He  was  married  Oct.  26,  1665.  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Gilbert,  to  ?^Iartha,  daughter  of  William  and 
Alice  (Pritchard)  Bradley,  and  to  them  were  born 
ten  children.,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  were 
as  follows:  ^Martha,  May  6,  1667:  Samuel,  Feb.  28, 
1668;  Thomas,  ^^larch  12,  1671  ;  John,  Jan.  28,  1672  ; 
Theophilus,  Sept.  i,  1675;  Joseph.  Nov.  i.  1677; 
Stephen,  Dec.  5,  1679;  Caleb,  Nov.  K),  if>82;  Joshua, 
Feb.  7.  1684;  and  Israel,  March  6,  1^)86. 

(III)  John  Munson,  son  of  Samuel,  was  a  mil- 
ler of  New  Haven,  took  an  active  part  in  public  af- 
fairs  and    was    a   member   of   the    Congregational 


Church.  He  was  married  Nov.  10,  1692,  by  Rev. 
John  Moss,  to  Sarah  Cooper,  daughter  of  Sergeant 
John  and  Mary  (Thomi)son)  Cooper,  and  thev  had 
eight  children:  John,  the  oldest,  was  born  July  7, 
1693;  Elizabeth,  born  Alay  15,  1695,  was  married 
Feb.  28,  1716,  to  Seth  Perkins;  Hannah,  born  Feb. 
9,  1697,  married  .\.  AI.  Andrews ;  Joel,  bom  Aug. 
18,  1702,  is  mentioned  below;  Ruth,  born  Jan.  30, 
1707,  was  married  Dec.  19,  1728,  to  Caleb  Hotch- 
kiss;  Anne,  born  Sept.  18,  1704:  Alehitable.  born 
Oct.  17,  1709,  married  Benjamin  Morris;  and  Sarah, 
born  Sept.  2y,  1713.  married  Enos  Stone. 

(lY)  Joel  Alunson,  son  of  John,  was  born  and 
reared  in  New  Haven,  but  later  removed  to  Ham- 
den and  became  a  member  of  the  Mt.  Carmel  So- 
ciety and  the  Congregational  Church.  He  owned 
and  operated  a  grist  and  sawmill  in  that  town.  On 
r^Iay  9.  1726,  he  wedded  Mary  Morris,  of  New  Ha- 
ven, who  was  born  in  East  Haven  in  January,  1702, 
a  daughter  of  Joseph  Alorris.  They  became  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  whose  names  and  dates  of 
birth  were  as  follows:  Austin,  March  20,  1727; 
Bazel,  Jan.  23,  1729;  Sarah,  March  18,  1731  ;  Joel, 
July  14,  1734;  }^Iary,  Jan.  2,  1736;  Mehitable,  Nov. 
14,  1739;  ^"tl  Sybil,  Oct.  25,  1743. 

(V)  Bazel  ]Munson,  son  of  Joel,  owned  land  in 
Mt.  Carmel  and  also  engaged  in  the  sawmill  busi- 
ness there  with  good  success.  He  was  married  Alay 
2,  1 75 1,  to  Keziah  Stiles,  of  New  Haven,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Isaac  Stiles.  She  was  born  Aug.  6,  1731,  and 
died  Oct.  16,  1768.  He  was  again  married  Oct. 
22,  1 77 1,  his  second  union  being  with  Abigail  Bas- 
sett.  of  New  Haven,  who  died  in  July,  1772,  and  his 
third  wife,  Mary,  died  Oct.  5,  1777.  He  died  Nov. 
17,  1803,  and  was  buried  in  Mt.  Carmel  Cemetery. 
By  his  first  wife  he  had  six  children :  Bazel,  Jr., 
born  Sept.  26,  1752;  Titus,  Jan.  31,  1755;  Ezra, 
May  15,  1757;  Isaac  Stiles,  Sept.  13,  1761 ;  Keziah, 
]\Iarch  I,  1763;  and  Mehitable,  Sept.  6,  1766.  By 
the  second  union  there  was  one  daughter,  Abigail 
Bassett,  who  was  born  July  20,  1772.  and  was  mar- 
ried March  6,  1791,  to  George  A.  Bristol. 

(VI  j  Bazel  Alunson,  Jr.,  son  of  Bazel,  was  also 
a  land  owner  and  miller,  operating  both  a  saw  and 
grist  mill  in  Hamden.  His  home  farm  is  yet  in  the 
family,  owned  by  his  great-great-grandson,  George 
W.  Munson.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  of  Hamden.  Prominent  in  public  affairs, 
he  was  highway  surveyor  in  1789;  constable  of 
New  Haven  from  1779  to  1781 ;  was  collector  of 
taxes  and  also  held  other  offices.  He  was  married 
Oct.  26,  1775,  to  Lucy,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Beach, 
of  Hamden.  She  was  born  in  1758  and  died  Sept. 
22,  1807.  H!e  was  again  married  April  10,  1S08, 
his  second  union  being  with  Nancy  Thompson,  of 
Farmington,  who  was  born  Jan.  21,  1779,  and  died 
about  1862.  while  he  died  Jan.  10,  1828.  His  chil- 
dren were  Ebenezer  Beach,  bom  Sept.  14,  1777; 
Mehitable,  Dec.  14.  177Q;  Bazel.  Dec.  30,  1781  ; 
Sarah,  March.  1785;  Lucy,  Oct.  19,  1787;  and  Job 
Lucianus,  Nov.  25,  1789. 
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(VII)  Job  Lucianus  Munson,  tlie  grand fatlicr 
cf  our  sulijcct,  was  a  fanner  and  miller  by  occupa- 
tion, grinding-  Indian  corn  for  the  \\'est  Indies 
markets.  He  was  liberal  in  his  religious  views  and 
a  Democrat  in  politics.  He  died  of  dropsy  of  the 
chest  June  28,  1864.  For  his  first  wife  he  married 
Sallv  .Moss,  of  Cheshire,  who  died  Feb.  9,  1S30,  at 
the  age  of  forty  years.  On  June  17,  1830,  he  mar- 
ried .\dclia  Tuttle,  daughter  of  Lyman  Tuttle.  She 
was  born  in  1S04  and  died  Sept.  14,  1849.  He  was 
again  married  Dec.  30,  1S50,  his  third  wife  being 
Mrs.  Rachel  L.  Watson,  daughter  of  Lodema  ]Moss. 
His  children  were  as  follows:  Julia  Ann  was  mar- 
ried April  25,  1830,  to  Xehemiah  Curtis,  of  New- 
town. Bazel,  father  of  our  subject,  is  next  in  order 
of  birth.  Sarah  Nancy,  bom  Aug.  23,  1817,  was 
married  April  10,  1838,  to  James  Clark,  who  was 
i)orn  April  14,  181 5,  and  she  died  in  Newtown, 
Conn.  Cornelia  married  George  \V.  Bradley. 
Lucy  Lodema,  born  Jan.  17,  1821,  died  in  October, 
1824.  Abigail  Adelia  died  Jan.  22,  1835.  Job  Lu- 
cianus is  a  resident  of  West  Port,  New  Zealand. 
Adelia,  born  in  1840,  was  married  Feb.  4,  1864,  to 
Frederick  M.  Wood.  Lyman  Tuttle,  born  in  1841, 
was  a  member  of  Company  A.  loth  Conn.  V.  I., 
during  the  Civil  war  and  died  at  Xewbern,  N.  C, 
Dec.  27,  1862.  from  a  wound  received  in  the  battle 
of  Kinston.  N.  C.  John  Watson,  born  in  1843,  w-as 
also  a  soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  and  he  died  in  the 
Sandwich  Islands  in  May,  1891,  leaving  $20,000 
to  tile  Salvation  Army. 

(VIII)  Eazel  Munson,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  July  7,  1814,  and  spent  his  boyhood  and 
youth  on  the  home  farm  in  Hamden,  his  education 
I)eing  acquired  in  the  district  and  high  schools  of 
that  town.  When  a  young  man  he  engaged  in  the 
l)Utcher  business,  and  later  followed  farming  in 
West  Woods,  Hamden,  on  a  tract  of  100  acres  of 
land,  and  also  engaged  in  the  wood  and  charcoal 
business.  He  met  with  success  in  his  undertakings 
and  became  one  of  the  prosperous  and  substantial 
citizens  of  the  community,  as  well  as  one  of  its  hon- 
ored residents.  His  political  support  was  given  the 
Democratic  party,  but  he  took  no  active  part  in 
public  afTairs,  and  was  liberal  in  his  religious  views. 
On  April  g,  1838,  he  married  Jennet  Lovisa  Peck,  a 
daughter  of  Amos  Peck,  of  Mt.  Carmel.  She  was 
lx>m  in  Hamden, Dec.  24,  1818,  and  died  Aug.  30, 
1S88,  and  he  died  Jan.  15,  1891,  the  remains  of  both 
being  interred  in  the  Mt.  Carmel  cemetery.  They 
liad  four  children:  Francis  Bennett,  born  April  14, 
i83(),  of  Hamden:,  Jerome  Courtland,  our  subject: 
Sarah  Jennet,  who  was  born  April  26,  185 1,  and 
died  April  16,  1853  '-  ^"d  a  daughter,  who  was  born 
April    14,   1855,  and  died  unnamed. 

(IX)  Jerome  C.  Alunson,  whose  name  intro- 
•  iucos  this  sketch,  was  born  on  West  Wood  road. 
m  the  town  of  Hamden,  Nov.  5.  1845,  ^"^  received 
a  limited  district  school  education.  He  was  mar- 
ried while  still  in  his  teens  and  located  on  a  small 
tract  of  land  near  the  home  farm,  where,  for  over 


twenty  years,  he  engaged  in  market  gardening  and 
fruit  growing.  Since  about  1866  he  has  resided 
where  he  now  lives,  his  time  and  attention  be- 
ing devoted  to  general  farming,  stock  raising  and 
dairying.  He  has  made  many  improvements  upon 
the  place,  including  the  erection  of  a  fine  residence 
m  1897. 

On  Nov.  3,  1864,  in  Hamden,  ]\Ir.  Munson  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Jane  Doolittle, 
who  was  born  in  that  town  Oct.  5.  1844,  ^  daughter 
of  Heman  and  Julia  (Allen)  Doolittle.  They  have 
three  sons:  (i)  George  Walter,  born  July  i,  1866, 
married  Effie  Perkins;  they  live  in  Hamden  and 
have  one  child,  Grace  J.  (2)  Bennett  Peck,  born 
Feb.  14,  1870,  married  Amelia  Holt ;  he  is  superin- 
tendent of  the  Hamden  town  farm.  (3)  Willis 
Burton,  born  Sept.  11,  1880.  married  Carrie  Grace 
Wooding,  of  North  Haven,  Conn.,  and  has  one  son, 
Burton  Xoyes. 

^Ir.  and  Mrs.  ]\Iunson  are  member  of  Hamden 

Grange,  of  which  he  was  master  two  years,  and 

both  are  widely  and  favorably  known.     He  gives 

his  political  support  to  the  Republican  party  and 

its   principles,    and   has   most   creditably   filled   the 

offices  of  constable  nine  years,  justice  of  the  peace 

four  years  and  grand  juror  four  years,  and  assessor 

:  one  year.     Although  he  began  life  for  himself  in 

rather  limited  circumstances,  he  has.   through  his 

industry,  integrity,  good  business  ability  and  sound 

:  judgment,  succeeded  in  accumulating  a  comfortable 

I  competence,  and  his  course  has  ever  been  such  as 

j  to  gain  for  him  the  confidence  and  high  regard  of 

those  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact,  either  in 

business  or  in  social  life. 

EDMUXD  ARMOUR  PARKER,  one  of  the 
highly  respected  and  well  known  citizens  of  ]Meri- 
den,  a  worthy  descendant'  of  a  long  line  of  highly 
honorable   ancestors,    and   a   member   of   a    family 

I  whose  record  is  without  blemish,  was  born  in  Meri- 
den  June  i.  1843,  son  of  Edmund  and  Jennett 
(Bradley)  Parker,  and  nephew  of  the  venerable 
Charles  Parker.  The  genealogy  appears  elsewhere. 
Edmund  Parker,  the  youngest  son  of  Stephen 
and  Rebecca  (Ray  Stone)  Parker,  was  born  Feb. 
9,  181 1,  in  Cheshire,  Conn.  In  early  life  he  removed 
to  Meriden,  and  soon  thereafter  became  associated 
with  his  brother,  Charles,  and  Heman  White,  in  the 
manufacture  of  hardware,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Parker  &  White,  the  concern  being  the  4)ioneer  in 
the  hardware  business  in  Meriden.  To  the  energy, 
perseverance  and  great  ability  of  the  partners,  cou- 
])led  with  their  enterprise  and  public  spirit, are  due  in 
a  great  measure  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the 

;'citv  of  Meriden.  When  the  firm  dissolved  Edmuntl 
Parker  associated  himself  with  his  brother,  John, 
in  the  brass  and  iron  foundry  business  and  in  the 
manufacture  of  coffee  mills  anrl  other  hardware, 
'•the  style  of  the  firm  being  J.  &  E.  Parker.  The 
business  was  so  conducted  until  1865,  when  Ed- 
mund's health  failing,  he  sold  his  interest  to  Charles 


'  a-^o 


•t\::     r 


1  ..''"i.C 


.><  i   -y-,    1 1- 


:iMj 


i;..;l 


J ';,:.:i'"''ui*       -i    ; 


>'    r '•■■■>  ^j;* 


I;     li! 


■to   '^'.r.   .M-[.I^'  '-'i 
.1.'    'io  ;-n;f";i./i:'   i"t.  .'■, 


'./      Jl:     .T',^'1     -.V//        r;  :.,|     , 


;/"!     'r 


624 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Parker.  Edmund  Parker  died  April  19.  1866.  For 
several  years  he  had  served  the  town  as  selectman 
and  the  county  as  commissioner,  and  he  was  dis- 
tinguished for  the  clearness  and  strength  of  his  judg- 
ment, the  ease  and  accuracy  with  which  he  trans- 
acted business,  and  the  kindness  and  affability  which 
he  uniformly  manifested  in  all  relations  of  life,  and 
while  always  attentive  to  business,  he  never  neg- 
lected the  duties  of  friendship  nor  social  life  gener- 
ally. At  an  early  age  he  embraced  Christianity,  and 
for  many  years  was  a  memi^er  of  the  Methodise 
Church  in  Meriden.  In  1858  he  united  with  the 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  communion  he  remained 
until  his  death. 

Mr.  Parker  wedded  Miss  Jcnnett,  daughter  of 
Anson  Bradley,  and  the  union  was  blessed  with  chil- 
dren as  follows :  John  Edward  lives  in  Hamilton, 
Ontario;  Elizabeth  Ann  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen; 
Ellen  ^laria  is  the  widow  of  Horace  C.  Wilcox ; 
Georgiana  Augusta,  wife  of  Augustus  P.  Day,  re- 
sides in  Brooklyn;  Edmund  Armour,  our  subject; 
Candora  Alice  married  Junius  A.  Talmadge.  of 
Westfield,  Mass. ;  Jennett  died  at  the  age  of  six. 

Edmund  Armour  Parker  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Meriden,  finishing  his  course  of  study  ar 
the  Flushing  Institute,  Long  Island,  X.  Y.  At  the 
age  of  seventeen  he  was  filled  with  patriotism,  and 
when  the  call  came  for  volunteers  to  defend  the 
Union,  he  enlisted  in  September,  1861,  in  Company 
K,  8th  Conn.  \ .  1.,  for  three  years,  under  Col.  Har- 
land  and  Capt.  Upham  (now  Col.  Upham,  of  3.1er- 
iden).  ^Iv.  Parker  was  mustered  in  as  corporal, 
and  served  in  that  capacity  until  June  i,  1862,  when 
•he  was  promoted  to  sergeant  major  at  Xewbern. 
N.  C.  On  July  I.  1862,  he  was  promoted  to  second 
lieutenant  of  Company  F,  of  the  same  regiment, 
and  served  his  country  until  Xov.  7,  of  that  same 
year,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged  on  account 
of  ill  health.  Returning  home  he  made  a  voyage 
to  the  West  Indies  in  the  hope  of  improving  his 
health,  but  the  climate  not  agreeing  with  him.  he 
returned  to  Xew  York  and  took  passage  to  Cali- 
fornia, via  Aspinwall  and  Panama,  remaining  in 
San  Francisco  until  the  death  of  his  father,  in  April. 
1866.  Returning  by  the  same  route  he  came  direct 
to  ]\Ieriden  and  accepted  a  position  as  traveling  i 
salesman  with  the  Meriden  Britannia  Co.  He  re-  1 
mained  in  this  service  eleven  years.  The  Simpson, 
Hall  &  Miller  Co.  offered  him  the  position  of  super- 
intendent'of  their  works,  and  he  served  most  ac- 
ceptablv  for  three  years  at  Wallingford.  Wishing 
to  go  upon  the  road  again,  he  engaged  with  the 
firm  of  R.  \\'allace  &  Sons,  of  Wallingf(3rd.  as  trav- 
eling salesman,  with  territory  west  of  the  Missouri 
river  to  the  Pacific  coast,  and  continued  in  this  ca- 
pacity eight  years,  after  which  he  settled  down  in 
Meriden,  and  has  since  made  that  city  his  home. 
X'otwithstanding  his  labors  as  a  traveling  man,  Mr.. 
Parker  has  found  time  and  opportunity  to  give  ex- 
pression to  his  genius  as  an  inventor,  and  has  ])laced 
^'I'on  the  market  manv  useful  articles. 


I     _    On    Dec.    17,    1894,    Mr.    Parker   married    Miss 
■  katherine  Leonard  Kelfe,  who  was  born  at  Elmira, 
X.  _Y.,    daughter   of   the    late    William   and    Sarah 
I   (Warwick)  Relfe.  The  ceremony  was  performed  in 
'  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  at  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Cathedral. 
Congenial    in    tastes,    hosiMtable.    they    have    made 
their  heme  an  ideal  one,  where  it  is  a  pleasure  to 
visit.     Mrs.  Parker  is  a  lady  of  refinement  and  pos- 
sessed of  many  excellent  characteristics,  which,  com- 
;  bined  with   her   pleasing  personality,   win    for   her 
;  hosts  of  devoted  friends.     [Nlr.  Parker  is  a  member 
i  of  the  Arthur  Dutton  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  Wallingford, 
!  and  is  also  a  Mason.     In  politics  he  is  an  independ- 
1  ent  Republican,   but  has   never    been    a    politician. 
\  During  the  many  years  he  has  been  associated  with 
men  ot  all  classes  in  his  e.xtensive  travels,  Mr.  Par- 
ker  has   learned   to   estimate   humanity   at   its   true 
value,  and  judges  a  man  not  by  the  length  of  his 
purse,    but    by    those    characteristics    which    go   to 
make  a  good  citizen  and  an  honorable  business  as- 
sociate.    He  is  generous  and  kindhearted,  a  model 
husband,  a  good  citizen,  a  noble  friend  and  a  worthv 
representative  of  the  men   who   fought  so  bravely 
to  maintain  the  prosperity  of  the  greatest  country 
in  the  world — the  United  States  of  America. 

PIERPOXT.  The  Pierpont  family,  of  Xew 
Haven,  Conn.,  is  one  illustrious  in  the  city's  history. 
Tlie  family  record  in  America  reaches  back  to  the 
coming  of  the  Puritans  to  Xew  England,  in  the  per- 
son of  John  Pierpont,  born  in  London,  England, 
in  1619,  a  son  of  James  Pierpont,  of  that  city,  who 
was  an  early  .settler  at  Roxbury,  in  the  colony  at 
]\Iassachusettis  Bay,  where  his  death  occurred  in 
1682.  He  married  Thankful  Stow,  and  of  tlieir  five 
children,  all  sons,  James,  of  Roxbury,  born  in  1659, 
IS  the  ancestor  in  whom  we  have  an  interest.  His 
graduation  from  Cambridge  occurred  in  168 1,  and 
he  was  'settled  in  the  ministry  over  the  First  Church 
(Congregational)  in  Xew  Haven,  in  1684.  He 
took  possession  of  what  was  long  afterward^  known 
as  the  old  family  mansion,  about  which  cluster  en- 
dearing memories  and  historic  facts.  Two  years 
after  coming,  in  1686,  he  planted  two  elm  trees  in 
front  of  the  north  side  of  the  village  green,  and 
these  are  still  standing.  The  sweet  Christian  char- 
acter of  Mr.  Pierjwnt  made  him  beloved  by  his  peo- 
ple, and  for  thirty  years  he  was  pastor  over  the 
church  at  X'ew  Haven,  and  became  one  of  the 
founders  of  Yale  College.  Sarah,  one  of  his  daugh- 
ters, became  the  wife  of  the  noted  divine.  Rev. 
Jonathan  Edwards,  whose  name  has  been  given  a 
place  in  the  Temple  of  Fame,  in  Xew  York.  Rev. 
Pierpont  was  married  three  times,  his  third  wife  be- 
ing Mary,  daughter  of  Rev.  Samuel  Hooker,  of 
Farmington.  Conn.     Rev.  Pierpont  died  in   1714. 

From  this  ancestor  came  the  late  Cornelius 
Fierpcnt.  of  .\'ew  Haven,  long  a  prominent  citizen 
of  the  city,  and  whose  widow  and  children  survive 
and  fill  honorable  positions  in  the  spheres  of  life 
where  fortune  has  placed  them.     Rev.  James  Pier- 
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l*.r.l  <-»)  was  born  in  New  Haven  to  the  third  mar- 
i;ui;c  •■I  K'--v.  Jaincs  Picrpont,  and  was  educated  in 
v4>!,r«M)k.  Conn.  From  Saybrook  he  went  to  Bos- 
V  it.  .Ma>s.,  and  then  to  New  Haven,  becoming-  for 
A  tt'tnc  one  ot  the  professors  in  Yale  College. 

JAJiKs  rieri)ont  (3),  a  son  of  Rev.  James  (2), 
wji»l».>rn  in  Now  Haven  and  settled  in  early  life  in 
Ml-it  i>  now  the  town  of  Morris,  Litchfield  Co. .Conn. 
vilicrc  for  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
,  {  woolen  goods,  but  later  was  occupied  in  farm- 
iMir:  I1-'  first  married  Elizabeth  Collins,  a  grand- 
dani^liter  of  Rev.  Timothy  Collins,  of  Litchfield, 
,iiid  M'cnnd,  Mrs.  Crossman,  of  Salisbury,  Connect- 
iiiit. 

('(iKNKr.u  s  PiERPOXT,  a  son  of  James,  and  late 
of  New  Haven,  was  born  Aug.  15,  1829,  in  what  is 
now  the  town  of  Morris,  Conn.,  where  he  was 
reared  on  his  father's  farm  and  attended  the  neigh- 
iKirhood  schools  and  also  the  well  known  Washing- 
ton Academy.  Later  he  taught  school  for  a  period 
in  East  Chester,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1854  located  in  New 
Haven  and  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  provision 
bu>>ines>.  For  thirty  years  he  so  successfully  con- 
ducted this  enterprise  that  his  name  became  Icnown 
thri)u^,di(jut  Connecticut,  Hundreds  of  farmers  were 
hiN  customers,  some  of  whom  drove  in  from  great 
ili«.!arK-es  to  sell  their  produce  and  make  trades. 
While  conducting  his  business  on  Broadway,  he 
w.is  itueresttd  in  several  other  enterprises,  princi- 
jallv  the  manufacturing  of  agricultural  implements, 
.Tt  the  corner  of  Crown  and  Park  streets,  and  he 
aI«o  became  interested  in  the  development  of  what 
js  now  the  ninth  and  tenth  wards,  built  the  Dixwell 
avciuie  car  line,  and  equipped  it  and  Shelton  ave- 
luie  with  horse  cars.  A  few  vears  ago  this  he  sold 
to  a  Philadelphia  firm  who  in  turn  disponed  of  it 
to  the  I-"air  Haven  &  Westville  R.  R.  Company,  who 
Ii3\c  cquipjjcd  it  with  electricity. 

For  several  years  prior  to  his  death  Mr.  Pier- 
fKint  was  not  in  any  active  business.  In  1879  he 
iKcame  a  member  of  the  New  Haven  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  The  only  political  office  he  ever  held 
was  that  of  alderman  from  the  tenth  ward,  and  this 
was  alx)Ut  twenty-five  years  ago.  While  teaching 
school  at  East  Chester,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Pierpont  became 
ar(|iiainted  with  Miss  ^Martha  Hinman,  a  descend- 
ant of  an  old  family  of  that  place,  whom  he  mar- 
r:i-il  in  1856,  being  twice  married  after  this,  his 
♦  cojml  wife  being  Catherine  Smith,  of  Litchfield, 
•♦•^■l  the  third,  Plelen  E.  Brooker,  of  Torrington, 
^i'-'.  survives,  as  also  do  three  sons  and  a  daughter: 
1  r.^r.k  H.;  James,  who  is  professor  of  mathematics 
m  Vale  Collogo;  Henry  P.,  of  New  York  City;  and 
^*•-*  H  .  liow  .Mrs.  Levi  T.  Snow,  of  New  Haven. 

I  iic  d'.ath  of  Cornelius  Pierpont  occurred  on 
M.Vrrh  ji.  1900,  at  his  home.  No.  262  York  street, 
Ntw  H.ivcn. 

."^aniMtl   r.n.okcr,  the  father  of  ^Mrs.  Cornelius 
r!<r|>^.nt.  was  a  native  of  Torrington,  Conn,  (then 
kn.,\\n  as  Wolcottville),  where  he  lived  and  died. 
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i  He  married  Julia  A.  Seymour,  also  of  Torrington,  | 
land  the  following    children    blessed    their    union:! 
j  Maria;  Albert,  who  became  a  major  during  service  I 
j  in  the  Civil  war,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Torring-  | 
ton;  Helen,  Mrs.  Pierpont;  Jennie,  deceased;  x*\lice  I 
J. ;  Frank,  deceased  ;  Arthur  S.,  of  Torrington  ;  and  j 
Ella  T..  deceased.   The  Brooker  family  is  an  old  and 
prominent  one,  the  father  of  2\Irs.  Pierpont  repre-| 
senting  his  town  in  the  Legislature,  and  a  cousin! 
of  Mrs.  Pierpont  is  Charles  F.  Brooker,  of  Ansonia 
and  Torrington,  known  to  the  world  as  the  million- 
aire brass  manufacturer. 

ROBERT  OWEN,  one  of  the  successful  and 
prosperous  agriculturists  of  the  town  of  ^Nleriden, 
whose  fine  establishment  is  located  in  Murdock  ave- 
nue, was  born  in  Glanhespin,  Llaneledan,  Denbigh-i 
shire,  Wales,  Alarch  8,  1844.  William  Owen,  his 
father,  was  born  in  the  same  place,  where  his  life 
was  devoted  to  farming,  and  where  he  died  at  a 
ripe  old  age.  He  was  married  to  Catherine  Owen 
(no  relative),  whose  father  was  agent  for  Sir  Hugh 
Williams,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  thirteen 
children:  William  and  John,  who  died  in  England; 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Price  Williams,  and  resides 
in  Wales ;  Alary,  who  married  Joseph  Gardner  and 
resides  in  Wales ;  Robert ;  Thomas,  a  hotel  keeper 
in  Coventry,  England  ;  Frederick  and  Hugh,  living; 
in  England;  Catherine,  who  married  John  Gardner 
and  lives  in  Denbighshire ;  and  four  who  died  irt 
early  childhood.  The  parents  died  in  Wales.  They 
were  members  of  the  (Thurch  of  England. 

Robert   Owen   is    a   self-educated   man,   having- 
enjoyed  only  brief  attendance  at  the  common  schools- 
of  his  native  place.    He  remained  on  the  home  farrrt 
until  1863,  in  which  year  he  came  to  this  country^ 
by   way  of  Liverpool,   crossing  the   ocean    on   the 
steamship  "Minnesota"  to  New  York.     Mr.  Owen 
came  directly  to  Meriden,  where  he  was  employed 
by  Zina  K.   Murdock,  with  whom  he  remained  a 
i  year  and  a  half.    After  the  expiration  of  this  period 
he  was  employed  in  the  factory  of  Edward  Miller 
&  Co.     The  employment  proved  congenial ;  he  was 
a  close  and  hard  worker,  and  gave  general  satisfac- 
tion to  his  employers  during  his   connection   with 
that  house  of  more  than  twenty-five  years.     With 
the  interests  of  a  growing  family  on  his  hands  to 
care  for,  he,  in   1889,  boueht  what  was  known  as 
the  Nelson  Ives  farm,  a  tract  of  100  acres,  where 
for  the  past  twelve  years  he  has  been  engaged  in 
dairying  and  general  farming  with  the  co-operation 
of  his  sons.     L'nder  his  capable  administration  the 
farm  has  been  greatly  improved  with  new  buildings- 
and  extensive  alterations  and  adaptations  to  luod- 
ern  conditions,  and  is  now  one  of  tlie  most  attrac- 
tive places   in  the  town.      In    1901    the   house  was 
destroved  by  fire,  and  was  at  once  rebuilt. 

In  1861,  in  Denbigh,  North  Wales,  Mr.  Owen 
was  married  to  Alice  Evans,  a  native  of  that  place, 
daughter  of  Thomas   Evans,    a  cattle    and    sheep. 
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dealer,  and  sister  of  David  Evans,  of  Meriden. 
Children  as  follows  have  been  born  to  them :  Mar- 
garet Alice,  who  married  El)enezer  Davis  and  re- 
sides in  Brooklyn,  X.  Y. ;  Catherine  Jane,  who  mar- 
ried Arthnr  Hart,  of  .Meriden ;  William  Thomas,  a 
traveling  salesman  for  the  Eddy  Plow  Co.;  and 
Frederick  Robert,  who  died  Dec.  lo,  1901,  aged 
twenty-five  years;  and  Arthnr  Evans,  at  home. 
Twins  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Owen  belongs  to  Meri- 
den Grange  and  to  A.  O.  U.  W.,  Silver  City  Lodge, 
No.  3.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  in  politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  He 
is  a  man  much  liked  and  respected  in  the  communitv. 

ELBERT  X.  CLARKE.  The  Clarke  family, 
which  has  long  been  prominent  in  this  section,  orig- 
inated in  England,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
a  well  known  agriculturist  of  Milford,  is  of  the 
eighth  generation  in  descent  from  George  and  ]\Iary 
Clarke,  who  came  from  England  about  1637.  With 
him  came  three  relatives,  James,  John  and  another 
•George  Clarke,  and  all  remained  in  Boston  for  some 
time.  Later  our  subject's  ancestor  came  to  Con- 
necticut, locating  first  in  New  Haven  and  then  in 
Milford,  as  a  member  of  a  band  of  over  a  hundred 
men  who  settled  in  the  wilderness.  A  tract  of  three 
acres,  purchased  for  a  common  or  public  park,  is 
still  free  from  buildings,  and  has  been  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Clarke  family  since  1639.  It  is  now 
owned  by  the  father  of  our  subject,  his  grandfather 
having  bought  out  the  other  heirs.  The  family  tra- 
ditions convey  much  valuable  information  concern- 
ing the  early  days,  and  among  the  relics  is  a  church 
record  which  was  started  in  Milford  Aug.  22,  1639, 
on  the  organization  of  the  Congregational  Church 
in  tliat  town.  The  First  Church  of  X'ew  Haven  was 
established  on  the  same  day.  George  Clarke  was  a 
deacon  in  the  church  and  a  man  of  wealth  and 
prominence.'  Like  all  of  the  pioneers  he  gav.e  much 
time  to  clearing  and  farming  his  land,  but  as  he  was 
a  contractor  and  builder  it  is  probable  that  all  of 
the  houses  in  [Milford  in  his  day  were  built  by  him. 
He  died  June,  1690,  and  his  wife,  INIary,  also  died 
in  Alilford.  They  had  nine  children,  viz.:  .Samuel, 
Thomas,  Sarah 
Rebecca  and  Mary. 

Thomas  Clarke,  son  of  George,  was  born  in 
1637,  probably  in  Boston,  and  died  Oct.  23,  1719. 
He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  owned  more 
land  than  any  other  man  in  Milford.  In  1663  he 
married  Hannah  Gilbert,  of  X'ew  Haven,  who  died 
in  Milford.  Six  children  were  born  to  them,  viz. : 
Sarah,  Samuel,  Thomas,  George,  Joseph  and  Han- 
nah. 

Thomas  Clarke,  Jr.,  who  was  also  a  farmer,  died 
in  1728.  He  was  married  in  1703  to  Martha  Clarke, 
of  Famiington,  Hartford  county.  They  reared  a 
family  of  six  children:  Martha,  Ann,  Thomas, 
Kezia,  Jonathan  and  Jarcd. 

Jared  Clarke,  born  in  1719,  died  in  1789.  He 
followed  farming  throughout  his  active  life.     His 


George,  John,  Abigail,  Elizabeth, 


wife,  Martha  Baldwin,  a  daughter  of  Deacon  Bald- 
win, was  born  Dec.  8,  1723,  and  died  before  1770. 
They  reared  a  familv  of  eight  children,  as  follows : 
David,  Enoch,  Rial,  David  {2),  Hial  (2),  Jerusha, 
Abel  and  Martha. 

David  Clarke  was  born  in  1751  and  died  in  1831. 
Like  his  ancestors  he  was  a  farmer,  and  as  his  ma- 
ture years  fell  during  the  stirring  period  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary war  he  showed  the  patriotism  of  the 
family  by  active  participation  on  the  side  of  free- 
dom. He  was  with  Gen.  Washington  on  Long  Isl- 
and and  above  Xew  York,  and  many  incidents  have 
been  preserved  in  the  family  concerning  him. 
When  General  Tryon,  with  his  army,  went  to  Dan- 
bury,  Conn.,  he,  with  Justus  Wood',  Sanniel  Green 
and  others,  proceeded  to  the  path,  and  from  behind 
fences  and  trees  they  shot  and  killed  many  English. 
Samuel  Green  was  killed,  but  Mr.  Wood  and"  Mr. 
Clarke  escaped.  His  wife,  Anna  Clarke,  was  born 
in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Orange  in  1755,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Isaac  Clarke,  and  a  descendant  of  Dr.  Andrew 
Clarke,  one  of  the  founders  of  Yale  College  and 
pastor  of  the  First  Church  of  Xew  Haven.  Shi 
died  in  1812.  The  children  born  to  David  and  Anna 
Clarke  were  as  follows :  David,  Hannah,  Alartha, 
Xancy.  David  (2),  John,  Samuel,  Hial,  Elizabeth, 
Jerusha,  Sarah  A.,  Mary  A.  and  ]\Iabel. 

David  Clarke  was  born  Nov.  15,  1782,  and  died 
Jan.    17,   1853.     He  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
during  his  active  years  and  was  prominent  in  local 
afifairs  as  a  member  of  the  Whig  party  and  of  the 
Congregational   Church.      His    wife,    Alary   Smith, 
was  born  in  Alilford  Xov.  2,  1784,  and  died  Feb. 
II,  1857.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  B.  Smith, 
of   Milford,    who  was    with   General    Montgomery 
when  he  went  to  Quebec,  and  at  one  time  was  com- 
mander of  a  vessel  which  transported  troops  across 
the  lakes.     He  also  had  charge  of  a  fort  on  one  of 
the  Great  Lakes,  and  while  there  a  vessel  loaded 
with  English  ofificers  drifted  ashore  in  a  fog :  they 
were  taken  prisoners  by  the  men  of  the  fort.     A 
family   of   ten   children    were   born   to   David   and 
Mary  Clarke :     Maria,  born  Oct.  9,  1806,  married 
Dennis  Beach,  of  Milford,  a  carriage  manufacturer 
by  trade.     Louisa  A.,  born  April  21,   1809.  never 
married.     Laurette.  born  Aug.    19,    181 1,   married 
Isaac  F.  Stone,  of  Orange,  a  carriage  maker  and 
successful  merchant,   who   died   in  Louisville,   Ivy. 
Catherine,  born  Oct.  29,  18 13,  married  Elias  Clark, 
;  a   farmer  of  Milford,   now  deceased;  she  died   in 
;  1901.     Mason  S.,  born  Xov.  11,  1815,  was  a  whole- 
i  sale  merchant  in  Kew  Orleans,  where  he  died.    Em- 
ily S..  born  July  21,  1817,  married  Lemuel  Powell, 
of  Brooklyn,   X'.  Y.,  and  both  are  now  deceased. 
Julia   S.,   born  Sept.    29,     1819.    married    Harvey 
i  Beach  :  both  are  deceased.     David  X".  is  mentioned 
,  more  fully  below.     Samuel  B..  born  Feb.  10.  1824, 
i  was  a  wholesale  merchant  in  X'ew  York,  where  he 
i  'died.     Charles  W.,  born  Sept.  19,  1827,  died  in  boy- 
I  hood. 

David  X.  Clarke  was  born  Oct.  8,  1821,  and  was 
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cducatwi  in  Milford.  Since  early  manhood  he  has 
had  rharpe  of  the  homestead,  but  for  three  years 
he  aI>o  5old  goods  in  Milford  for  his  brother,  Sam- 
uel. He  is  now  a  general  farmer,  but  devotes  much 
attention  to  market  gardening  and  fruit  culture.  He 
also  deals  in  native  wood  and  timber.  Mr.  Clarke  is 
a  prominent  member  of  the  Congregational  Church 
in  his  town  and  is  influential  in  the  local  Republican 
organization,  having  held  various  offices,  including 
those  of  selectman  and  assessor.  On  June  19,  1854, 
Mr.  Clarke  married  Miss  Charlotte  N.  Piatt,  daugh- 
ter of  Newton  Piatt,  and  sister  of  A.  Clarke  Piatt, 
of  M'ilford.  She  died  Oct.  10,  1866,  and  on  Oct. 
17,  1867,  he  married  her  sister.  Miss  Lenora  S.  Piatt. 
By  his  first  marriage  he  had  three  children :  David 
L.,  a  farmer  of  Milford :  Miss  Mary  E. ;  and  El- 
bert N.,  who  is  mentioned  below.  There  were  also 
three  children  by  the  second  marriage :  Charlotte 
A.,  wife  of  Frank  Hine.  a  ci\-nl  engineer;  Vincent 
B.,  a  student  in  Yale  College,  class  of  1903;  and  one 
that  died  in  infancy. 

Elbert  N.  Clarke  was  bom  in  Milford  Sept.  7, 
i860,  on  a  place  adjoining  the  one  he  now  occupies, 
and  was  educated  in  the  district  school  near  his 
home  and  the  graded  schools  of  M'ilford.  On  leav- 
ing school,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  turned  his 
attention  to  the  work  of  the  homestead,  and  at 
twenty-one  he  engaged  in  business  with  his  father 
under  the  firm  name  of  D.  N.  Clarke  &  Sons.  They 
carried  on  farming  and  general  market  gardening, 
and  Elbert  N.  Clarke  continued  in  that  business  until 
1894  when  he  became  a  general  contractor.  His 
busdness  includes  the  laying  of  concrete  and  cement 
walks,  road  building  and  grading,  and  he  deals  ex- 
tensively in  hardwood  posts  and  native  lumber.  Mr. 
Clarke  began  contracting  in  a  small  way,  and  by 
good  management  this  business  has  steadily  in- 
creased. He  owns  a  farm  of  twenty-five  acres,  and 
leases  other  land  for  agricultural  purposes,  and  all 
his  varied  enterprises  are  carried  on  with  uniform 
success.  Mr.  Clarke  is  still  a  young  man,  but  he 
has  accomplished  more  than  the  average  man  of 
his  years,  and  he  is  conceded  to  be  one  of  the  most 
progressive  and  aggressive  business  men  of  the  com- 
munity. The  respect  which  his  fellow  men  show 
him  is  in  no  way  ^lessened  because  his  high  posi- 
tion has  been  gained  by  his  own  efforts.  His  ex- 
tensive operations  in  general  contracting  have  af- 
forded much  opportunit}'  for  the  display  of  ability 
of  a  high  order,  and  Mr.  Clarke  has  not  been  found 
I  wanting.  His  financial  obligations  have  been 
;  equally  well  met,  and  in  all  his  transactions  involv- 
>  Jng  the  handling  of  many  thousands  of  dollars,  he 
I  has  borne  the  highest  reputation  for  straightfor- 
ward, honest  methods. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  a  Republican,  and  al- 
though he  is  not  an  office  holder,  his  influence  is 
recognized  as  a  factor  in  local  affairs  where  his 
support  is  invariably  given  to  good  and  competent 
officials.  Socially  he  is  identified  with  the  Milford 
Wheel  Club  and  the  Milford  Driving  Association. 


He  is  a  member  of  Arctic  Fire  Company,  No.  i.  He 
and  his  family  are  prominent  workers  in  the  First 
Congregational  Church,  in  which  for  five  or  six 
years  he  has  served  on  the  society  committee.  In 
short,  Mr.  Clarke  is  the  type  of  citizen  to  perpetuate 
an  honored  family  name  along  the  same  lofty  plane 
it  has  occupied  for  generations. 

On  Feb.  18,  1885,  Mr.  Clarke  was  married  in 
Milford  to  Miss  Susie  I.  Smith,  and  four  children 
have  blessed  the  union,  all  of  whom  are  living,  viz. : 
Stanley  Newton,  bom  Dec.  7,  1887;  Mildred  Leo- 
nora, born  June  19,  1891  ;  Florence  Isabelle,  born 
March  14,  1897 ;  and  Marjorie  Theresa,  bom  Sept. 
18,  1898.  Mrs.  Clarke  fonnerly  taught  in  the  Sab- 
bath-school, and  she  is  a  member  of  the  Ladies'  Be- 
nevolent Union  of  the  Congregational  Church,  of 
Milford.  She  is  a  charter  member  of  Freelove 
Baldwin  Stowe  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  at  that  place. 

The  Smith  family,  to  which  Mrs.  Elbert  N. 
Clarke  belongs,  has  been  settled  in  Milford  from  an 
early  day.  Her  great-grandfather,  Isaac  Smith, 
her  grandfather,  Nathan  Smith,  and  her  father,  E. 
Stiles  Smith,  made  shoe  making  their  occupation. 
E.  Stiles  Smith,  who  is  still  living  in  Milford,  mar- 
ried Maria  Theresa  Piatt,  a  native  of  Milford,  who  is 
a  daughter  of  Jonah  Piatt;  her  grandfather,  Fisk 
Piatt,  was  also  the  grandfather  of  A.  Clarke  Piatt, 
of  Milford.  Three  children  were  bom  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  E.  Stiles  Smith:  Susie  I.  and  Sadie  T.,  twins, 
born  Feb.  13,  1862,  in  iVlilford,  the  fomier  the  wife 
of  Elbert  N.  Clarke,  the  latter  the  wife  of  Charles 
S.  Clarke,  a  seed  grower  of  Wakeman,  Ohio;  and 
Frank  W.,  of  New  Haven,  who  married  Miss  Carrie 
W.  Beard,  of  Milford. 

Through  her  mother  Mrs.  Darke  is  a  member  of 
the  Fowler  family,  one  of  the  oldest  in  New  Eng- 
land, being  a  descendant  in  the  tenth  generation 
from  William  Fowler,  who  came  to  the  New  World 
in  company  with  Theophilus  Eaton,  John  Davenport 
and  Peter  Prudden.  She  is  of  the  sixth  genera- 
tion from  Capt.  John  Fowler,  who  was  commis- 
sioned by  the  assembly  captain  of  the  2d  Company, 
or  train  band,  of  the  Second  Regiment,  and  served 
his  town  and  country  by  raising  troops  for  the 
Continental  army. 

Mrs.  Clarke  is  also  descended  maternally  from 
Capt.  Charles  Pond  and  Sir  Charles  Hobby,  the  lat- 
ter an  officer  in  the  Colonial  wars,  who  was  one 
of  the  six  American  knights  knighted  at  Windsor 
Castle  in  1705.  He  was  the  ancestor  of  Mary  Hob- 
by, who  married  Zachariah  Hubbard.  Their  daugh- 
ter, Mary,  married  Peter  Pond,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  Capt.  Charles  Pond.  Capt.  Charles  Pond 
^vas  first  ensign  in  Capt.  Peter  Peret's  company, 
Col.  Charles  Webb's  regiment,  and  was  at  the  siege 
of  Boston.  On  Jan.  17,  1776,  he  was  commissioned 
first  lieutenant,  and  in  June.  1776,  was  in  command 
of  the  war  vessel  "Scuyler,"  thirty-three  men  cap- 
tured from  the  British  ship  "Crawford."  and  a 
sloop.  In  August,  1776,  he  captured  three  prizes, 
and  the  same  season  recaptured  vessels  belonging  to 
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the  United  States,  and  stores  taken  to  Lono-  Island. 
He  was  at  the  battle  of  White  Plains  and  crossed 
the  Delaware  with  Washington  in  December,  1777. 
He  was  also  at  Princeton.  On  Jan.  i,  1777,  he  was 
commissioned  captain,  resis^nino-  April  20,  1779,  ^o 
take  charge  of  the  war  vessel  "New  Defense,"  which 
was  captured  after  an  engagement  with  a  British 
brig  and  taken  to  New  York,  while  the  captain  was 
confined  on  the  prison  ship  "Jersey" ;  howerer,  he 
was  soon  exchanged.  He  became  a  member  of  the 
Society  of  the  Cincinnati.  Capt.  Pond  married  Mar- 
tha !Miles,  and  their  daughter,  Sally,  became  the 
wife  of  William  Herpin  Fowler,  and  their  daughter, 
Sarah,  was  the  wife  of  Jonah  Piatt,  Mrs.  Clarke's 
maternal  grandfather. 

THOMAS  FITZSIMONS.  one  of  the  pro- 
gressive men  who  have  done  so  much  to  develop 
Waterbury,  and  make  it  the  industrial  center  of  so 
much  life  and  activity,  was  born  in  Countv  West- 
meath.  Ireland.  April  13.  1838.  He  was  the  grand- 
son of  Hubert  Fitzsimons,  a  soldier  in  the  English 
armv.  who  distineuished  himself  for  gallantrv  in 
the  Franco-English  war,  under  the  Duke  of  Well- 
ington. Hubert  Fitzsimons  had  two  sons  and  one 
daughter.  One  son  came  to  America  quite  young 
and  began  life  in  Utica,  N.  Y.,  and  the  daughter 
married  a  Canadian  architect  of  great  ability. 

Thomas  Fitzsimons,  the  second  son  and  father 
of  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  intro- 
duction of  this  article,  married  Miss  Susan  Laird, 
who  was  of  Scotch  descent.  Thev  were  the  par- 
ents of  seven  children :  William,  Thomas,  George, 
Robert,  Alicia,  Charlotte  and  Susan.  The  mother 
and  daughter,  Susan,  both  died  and  were  buried  in 
New  York  City,  whither  the  family  had  removed 
in  1848.  Thomas  Fitzsimons  and  his  son,  our 
subject,  came  to  Waterbury  in  October,  1849,  ^"d 
in  the  following  year  the  father  married  Miss  Anna 
Groves.  To  this  second  union  were  born  seven 
children; 

Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Jr.,  attended  the  Water- 
bury public  schools  for  a  short  time,  and  at  the  age 
of  thirteen  was  put  to  work  in  a  factory  to  learn 
the  trade  of  chasing  buttons,  which  at  that  time  was 
principally  done  by  boys  and  girls.  In  1862  he  be- 
gan work  in  Steele  &  Johnson's  button  company, 
then  known  as  The  Jewelry  Co.  After  working 
there  for  twelve  years  he  rose  to  foreman  of  the 
finishing  department.  In  1871  he  went  to  Newark, 
N.  J.,  to  take  charge  of  the  establishment  of  God- 
dard  &  Brothers,  button  manufacturers,  remaining 
there  for  one  year.  Returning  to  Waterbury  in 
1872,  he,  with  William  Blake,  Edwin  Putnam  and 
John  Kirschbaum,  organized  the  firm  known  as  the 
Novelty  Mfg.  Co.,  of  which  he  was  first  elected  sec- 
retary. At  the  death  of  William  Blake  he  was 
elected  treasurer,  and  upon  the  death  of  Edwin  Put- 
nam he  was  elected  president,  which  position  he 
still  holds.  The  business  has  grown  from  a  one- 
story  building  with  a  few  workmen,  to  a  four-story 


I  plant    of    modern    rtructure,    fully    equipped    with 
i  special  machinery  and  operated  by  steam.     Their 
j  trade  is   rapidly   increasing,   and  extends   over  all 
I  parts  of  the  United   States.     Mr.   Fitzsimons   has 
j  been  interested  in  real  estate,  and  has  shown  keen 
foresight  in  selecting  tracts  of  land  for  improve- 
ment.   He  was  the  originator  of  the  Columbia  Boul- 
evard,  which   has   since   become   such   a   desirable 
residential  section.     He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
city  council,  and  served  »n  the  committee  of  the 
street  department  and  of  the  law  department,  and 
has  held  other  offices  of  trust.     When  the  electric 
lighting  enterprise  came  up  he  worked  faithfully  for 
the  lighting  of  the  city  by  electricity. 

In    1865    ^If"-    Fitzsimons    married    Sarah    A. 
Essex,  of  Cornwall  Bridge,  Conn.,  who  belonged 
to  one  of  the  oldest  families  in   New  England  of 
English  extraction.     To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fitzsimons 
were  born  the  following  children :     Joseph  Essex, 
who  is  a  practicing  physician  in  Waterbury ;  Louis 
Edward,    secretary   and    treasurer   of   the   Novelty 
Manufacturing    Co.;    Mary    Louise,    who   married 
Emery  Gilson,  of  Machias,  Me. ;  Oscar  Samuel,  as- 
sistant secretary  of  the  Novelty  Manufacturing  Co. ; 
and  Grace  Leffingwell,  at  home.     The  children  all 
reside  in  Waterbury.  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Fitzsimons  died 
June  26,  1895.     On  April  15,  1897,  Thomas  Fitz- 
simons married  Mrs.  Rhoda  M.  H.  Strong,  daugh- 
ter of  Sheldon  Hotchkiss,  and  whose  ancestry  runs 
back  to  the  Revolution.     Mr.  Fitzsimons  is  a  pub- 
lic-spirited   man,    and    has    done    much    towards 
bringing  Waterbury  to  its   favored  position.     Al- 
though not  a  politician,  he  is  a  stanch  member  of 
the  Republican  party,  as  are  also  his  sons.     He  has 
always  been  an  active  church  worker,  and  his  first 
instruction  in   religion  was  received  in   St.  John's 
Episcopal  Church  under  the  Rev.  Dr.  Clark.     At 
the  age  of  seventeen  he  became  quite  active  in  the 
Baptist   Sunday-school   and   a   singer   in   its   choir, 
After  his  first  marriage  he  accompanied  hi»  wife 
to  the  Methodist  Church,  and  became  a  teacher  in 
its  Sundav-school,  a  member  of  its  official  board  and 
I  chairman   of   its  finance   committee   for   six  years. 
j  He  was   also  superintendent  of   Sunday-school   at 
Waterville,  and  was  als®  an  exhorter  in  the  church. 
j  He  was  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  State  Sunday- 
i  school  Association  for  ten  years  and  in  this  capacity 
kept  in  close  touch  with  forty-four  Sunday-schools. 
He  is  now  an  active  member  of  the  Second  Advent 
Church,  and  for  many  years  has  been  the  superin- 
tendent of  its  Sunday-school,  chairman  of  its  finance 
[  committee  and   official   board,   and   also   for  many 
i  years  has  been  elder  of  the  church ;  from  year  to 
'  year  he  has  taken  an  active  part  in  revival  work, 
'  and  was  president  of  the  Hope  Mission  for  a  time. 
:  His  donations  for  church  purposes  have  always  been 

j  liberal. 

i 

SAMUEL   W.    CHAPMAN,    foreman   of   the 

:  lamp-burnishing  department  of  the  Holmes,  Booth 

liHaydens  Co.,  Waterbury,  and  a  stockholder  in  the 
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coiK-LTii,  is  a  native  of  Watcrburv,  born  Xov.   13, 

Ailam  Chapman,  his  g[rand father,  was  born  in 
Trinceton,  Mass.,  ami  died  there.  He  was  a  fanner 
b\  dccupaticn.  He  was  a  Ilaptist  in  rehgious  ccn- 
nie;i(in.  His  children  were:  Lorenzo.  WilHam, 
M(i.-es,  Lovel,  Leander  and  Angeline. 

Lcandcr  Chapman,  father  of  Samuel  W'..  was 
lH>rn  in  1831,  in  Princeton,  }klass..and  died  in  Water- 
Imrv,  Conn.  He  married  Isal>ella  Benn.  also  a  na- 
ti\c  of  Massachusetts,  and  they  removed  from  yias- 
Micluisetts  to  Waterbury  where  Mr.  Chapman  fol- 
Inwed  liis  calling  of  mechanic.  Here  were  born  to 
them  a  family  of  six  children,  as  follows:  Lottie, 
who  is  married  to  Irving  C.  Beecher  and  resides  in 
S;'.nta  Cruz,  Cal. ;  Samuel  \V.,  whose  name  opens 
this  sketch;  Leander  (i)  and  Leander  (2),  both 
deceased;  Frederick  C,  a  mechanic  in  Waterbury; 
and  Ella  J.  married  to  Sumner  Holt,  also  of  that 
city. 

Samuel  W.  Chapman  was  preliminarily  educated 
at  the  Town  Plot  school  in  Waterbury,  and  later 
attended  the  Waterbury  high  school.  For  a  short 
time  he  worked  on  a  farm  and  was  then  employed  by 
the  Waterbury  Button  Co..  as  shipping  clerk,  three 
years,  leaving  this  company  to  form  a  connection 
v\i"h  the  Hohnes.  Booth  &  Hayden  Co..  with  which 
he  l:as  been  identified  since  April  i.  1869. 

Mr.  Chapman  first  married.  May  i.  1879,  Aliss 
Lillian  L.  Bcochcr,  who  was  born  ^lay  22,  1859, 
and  died  Feb.  16,  1881  :  no  children  graced  this 
ur.inn.  On  Xov.  2;^,  189S,  he  chose  for  his  second 
wife  Miss  Laura  B.  Peck,  who  was  born  in  Sutfield, 
C(.nn..  and  is  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Edmund  Peck. 
Rev.  Edmund  Peck  was  born  in  Greenwich.  Conn., 
was  educated  to  the  ministry  of  the  }iIetliodist 
Church  and  married  Elizabeth  B.  Smith,  who  was 
born  in  Bethany,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Theophilus 
Smith,  a  native  of  Milford.  Conn.  Rufus  Peck, 
father  of  Rev.  Edmund  Peck,  was  no  doubt  alsT 
a  native  of  Greenwich,  Conn.  Rev.  Edmund  Peck 
still  survives  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four 
years,  while  his  wife  has  attained  the  age  of  seventy- 
two. 

Samuel  W.  Chapman  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
Republicans  in  his  city  and  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Republican  town  committee.  He  has  repre- 
.'-cnted!  the  Third  Ward  in  the  board  of  the  common 
t<'uncil  many  years;  \\a.s  served  as  alderman,  grand 
juror  and  justice  of  the  peace;  and  as  notarv  public 
f.  .r  se\'eral  years.  He  has  ever  been  a  most  pub- 
l:c--piriteci  gentleman,  and  has  been  an  ardent  ad- 
v<H-ate  of  many  local  improvements,  and  through 
his  influence  two  parks  have  been  donated  to  the 
*■":■— lf_a'iiiUon  and  Windemere  Parks,  the  latter 
ci.mi)rising  at  least  100  acres  on  the  town  plot.  He 
has  also  been  instrumental  in  the  laying  out  of  west 
porter  street;  the  tunneling  of  Banks  street  under 
the  New  York  &  New  England  road;  the  cutting 
down  of  Washington  avenue  at  the  intersection  of 
Leonard  street.     Mr.  Chapman  is  a  member  of  the 


Masonic  fraternity  and  of  the  Concordia  Singing 
Society.  In  religion  he  is  a  Congregationalist  and 
has  been  clerk  of  the  Third  Church  ever  since  its 
i  organization,  April  i.  1892.  He  has  led  a  pure, 
abstemious  life  and  is  greatly  respected  by  the  com- 
munity at  large  for  his  many  personal  merits,  while 
he  and  his  wife  are  always  gladly  welcomed  in  the 
best  social  circles  of  Waterbury. 

JOSEPH  PIERPOXT.  To  trace  a  noble  an- 
cestry is  a  desirable  object  of  research,  but  few.  in 
the  present  day,  have  succeeded  so  well  as  Joseph 
Pierpont.  of  Xorth  Haven.  The  derivation  of  the 
name  is  of  noble  origin,  being  derived  from  a  stone 
bridge  wdiich  the  emperor  Charlemagne  supplied  in 
place  of  a  ferry.  From  Hugh  in  the  first  generation, 
the  line  is  traced  through  Sir  Godfrey,  Robert,  Will- 
iam, Hugh,  William  (2).  Robert  (2),  Sir  Henry, 
Sir  Henry  (2).  Sir  Robert  (3),  Sir  Edmund.  Sir 
Henry  (3),  Francis,  Sir  William  (3),  Sir  George, 
William  (4),  James  and  Hon.  John.  Hon.  John 
Pierpont,  the  last  named,  was  the  first  to  come  to 
America,  which  he  did  in  the  early  colonial  period, 
and  was  accompanied  by  his  brother,  James.  He 
resided  in  Roxbury,  near  Boston,  in  1640.  and  his 
grave  may  yet  be  seen  in  the  old  burying  ground  of 
that  historic  place. 

(II)  On  July  2.  1685,  James  Pierpont,  son  of 
Hon.  John,  was  ordained  a  minister  in  Xew  Ha- 
ven. He  gave  to  Xonh  Haven  "Pierpont  Park," 
a  record  of  which  is  found  in  the  family  archives. 
He    diedi    Xov.   22,    1714,   aged    fifty-four    }ears. 

(III)  Joseph  Pierpont.  son  of  Rev.  James,  was 
born  Oct.  21.  1704,  and  was  the  first  of  the  name 
to  settle  in  Xorth  Haven.  On  Sept.  27,  1727,  he 
married  Hannah,  youngest  daughter  of  Rev.  Xoah- 
diah  Russell,  of  Middletown.  Of  this  union  were 
born,  Sanuiel,  Joseph.  James.  Benjamin.  Hannah, 
]N.Iary,  Giles,  Abigail.  Hezekiah  and  Sarah.  Joseph 
Pierpont  died  Xov.  24,  1748,  and  his  widow  on 
Aug.  6,  1752,  married  Samuel  Sackett.  She  died 
June  6.  1 791. 

(IV)  Joseph  Pierpont,  son  of  Joseph  and  Han- 
nan  Pierpont.  was  born  Sept.  13,  1730,  and  died  at 
the  home  of  his  son,  Daniel,  in  Xorth  Haven.  Feb. 
8,  1824,  in  his  ninety-fourth  year.  On  Sept.  21, 
1756.  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Lydia  Bassett, 
who  bore  him  five  children,  as  follows:  Ezra.  Jos- 
eph, Lydia.  Lucy  and  Daniel.  Lydia.  wife  of  Jos- 
eph, died  Xov.  9,  1783.  For  his  second  wife  Mr. 
Pierpont  wedded  Annis  Blakeslee.  of  Phtnouth, 
Oct.  26.  1 791  ;  she  died  Sept.  4,  1800. 

(V)  Daniel  Pierpont,  Esq.,  son  of  Joseph,  was 
born  ]May  6,  1775,  and  became  one  of  the  prominent 
men  of  the.  town.  A  cabinet  maker  by  trade,  he  fol- 
lowed it  only  occasionally,  as  much  of  his  time  was 
occupied  in  looking  after  public  affairs,  being  at 
various  times  clerk,  selectman,  justice  of  the  peace, 
lepresentative  from  the  town  in  1813,  1S15  and 
1824.  and  delegate  to  the  constitutional  convention 
m  1818.     In  the  church  he  was  as  prominent  as  in 
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public  life,  and  was  active  in  the  work  of  St.  John's 
Episcopal  Church.  On  Sept.  26,  1799,  he  married 
Esther  Huniiston,  and  their  children  were :  Bede, 
Elias,  Esther,  Harrick,  Sally,  Jared  and  Rufus.  Dan- 
iel Pierpont,  Esq.,  died  in  North  Haven,  Xov.  16, 
185 1,  aged  seventy-six  and  one-half  years.  Esther 
(Hnmiston)  Pierpont  died  Au^-.  17,  1864,  aged  over 
ninety  years ;  she  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Mary  Humiston,  the  former  bofn  May  16,  1743, 
and  died  June  20,  1809.  }^Irs.  Mary  Humiston  died 
June  6,  1820,  aged  seventy  years. 

(VI)  Rufus  Pierpont,  son  of  Squire  Daniel, 
spent  all  his  life  in  the  town  of  North  Haven,  where 
he  was  born  Alarch  5,  iSiS.  Pie  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools  and  for  several  winters 
was  employed  in  teaching,  after  which  he  embarked 
in  the  mercantile  business,  founding  at  that  time 
the  great  store  of  which  his  son  is  the  fortunate 
owner.  The  beginning  of  this  enterprise  was  in  a 
small  way — one  room,  located  in  the  southwest  cor- 
ner of  the  house  now  occupied  by  his  widow,  suf- 
ficing for  the  storage  and  display  of  the  goods  of- 
fered for  sale — but  long  before  his  comparatively 
short  life  ended,  it  had  grown  beyond  the  limits  first 
accorded  it. 

Mr.  Pierpont  was  a  popular  man  with  his  neigh- 
bors and  associates,  and  was  captain  of  the  North 
Haven  Blues— a  local  military  organization.  He 
was  one  of  the  faithful  members  of  St.  John's  Epis- 
copal Church  from  1841  until  his  death,  being  the 
clerk  of  the  parish  and  foremost  in  every  good  work 
organized  under  the  wing  of  the  church.  He  died 
suddenly  July  31,  1855,  leaving,  beside  a  large  circle 
of  friends,  a  widow  and  three  dependent  children. 
He  had  married  Sept.  14,  1847. 

Harriet  Richards,  the  mother  of  Joseph  Pier- 
pont, was  born  in  Westminster,  Vt.,  Oct.  i,  1824, 
and  was  one  of  the  noblest  andi  most  self-sacrificing 
of  her  sex.  Confronted  with  the  problem  of  exist- 
ence with  her  three  helpless  children,  she  faced  life 
bravely  and  took  upon  herself  the  unexpected  bur- 
den. For  twenty-one  years  she  ably  managed  the 
store,  increasing  its  business,  added  new  features 
as  modern  ideas  crept  in,  until,  when  her  son  was 
able  to  relieve  her  by  purchasing  it,  she  was  able  to 
give  a  faithful  account  of  her  stewardship.  Her 
residence  is  now  in  North  Haven.  The  children 
born  to  ^Ir.  and  ]vlrs.  Pierpont  were:  (i)  Elias 
Richards,  born  in  i849»  <^'^d,  in  1850.  (2)  Daniel 
Hobart,  born  in  185 1,  graduated  from  Yale  Scien- 
tific School  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  and  for  two 
years  was  in  the  employ  of  the  government  in 
coast  survey  work;  he  died  in  1874.  (3)  Joseph  is 
mentioned  below.  (4)  George  Rufus,  born  Sept. 
3,  1854,  married  Anna  Cheney,  a  niece  of  ex-Gov. 
Bigelow  and  is  located  in  Salem,  Va.,  engaged  in 
brickmaking. 

(VII)  Joseph  Pierpont  was  born  in  the  old  house 
in  North  Haven,  in  which  his  mother  still  resides, 
March  11,  1853.  While  a  lad  he  was  kept  at  the 
district  schools,  his  mother  determining  to  give  her 


children  the  benefits  of  a  good  education,  and  he  was 
then  sent  to  Cheshire  Academy,  leaving  school  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  to  become  his  mother's  as- 
sistant in  the  store.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he 
purchased  the  business  and  since  that  time,  by  his 
admirable  business  methods,  has  built  up  an  im- 
mense trade,  having  now  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
complete  stores  in  the  county.  Six  delivery  wagons 
are  required  to  accommodate  his  patrons  in  Ham- 
den,  Northford,  New  Haven  and  Wallingford,  and 
the  shelving  required  to  hold  the  great  stock  of 
merchandise  wculil  cover  a  mile  in  length.  In  ad- 
dition to  a  general  store  which  supplies  every  want,. 
^Ir.  Pierpont  also  conducts  a  feed  and  ice  business, 
the  same  honest,  upright  dealing  which  marked  the 
career  of  his  father  being  the  secret  of  his  great 
success. 

3,Ir.  Pierpont  was  married  in  1875  to  ^liss  Hat- 
tie  Brockett,  who  was  born  in  North  Haven,  a 
daughter  of  Atwater  and  a  granddaughter  of  Beth- 
uel  Brockett,  an  old  family  of  the  section.  The  chil- 
dren of  this  union  were:  Grace  Genevieve,  born  in 
1877,  married  Frank  S.  Brockett,  now  with  the 
Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Co.,  of  New  York;  Richards 
Brockett,  born  in  1881,  a  student  in  Meriden;  and 
Joseph,  born  in  1S88. 

Air.  Pierpont  has  taken  great  interest  in  public 
affairs  and  has  been  identified  with  all  important 
measures  of  public  good  in  his  neighborhood  for 
many  years ;  has  been  elected  town  clerk,  but  has 
declined  other  local  offices,  accepting  in  1893  an 
election  as  representative,  however,  and  during  his 
term  of  office  bringing  about  many  needed  reforms 
in  various  lines.  For  fifteen  years  he  has  been 
senior  warden  of  St.  John's  Episcopal  Church, 
where  he  is  esteemed  and  valued  for  his  many  ex- 
cellent traits  of  character.  Mr.  Pierpont  is  one  of 
those  who  do  not  publish  their  generositv  and  char- 
ity to  the  world,  but  his  intimate  friends  have  found 
him  out  and  are  able  to  value  him  at  his  worth. 
Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  Ouinnipiac  Lodge, 
O.  U.  A.  M.,  being  a  charter  member  of  the  same ; 
Day  Spring  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  for  ten  years 
has  been  treasurer  of  the  Bradley  Library,  of  North 
Haven,  and  has  been  and  is  now  guardian  for  a  num- 
ber of  persons  in  the  neighborhood,  his  character 
being  such  that  he  possesses  the  confidence  and  es- 
teem of  the  whole  community.  The  success  which 
has  come  to  Mr.  Pierpont  is  but  the  natural  result 
of  application  and  energy  combined  with  tact,  good 
judgment  and  honesty. 

HARRY  S.  HOLCOMB,  whose  recent  death 
was  such  a  severe  shock  to  his  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances, was  a  retired  carriage  manufacturer  in  New 
Haven,  formerly  a  member  of  the  firm  which  op- 
erated the  New  Haven  Carriage  Works.  He  was 
born  in  Branford  March  5,  1846. 

Frederick  A.  Holcomb.  his  father,  was  born  in 
Guilford,  but  was  reared  in  Branford  and  educated 
in  that  town,  and  there  carried  on  a  small  carriage 
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nialviii'4  lil:int;  lie  made  the  first  bent  shaft  used  in 
carMa-'f  inakin.u'.  As  he  was  a  fine  mechanic  he  did 
a  i>r<  ^iHTiiiis  business  for  a  number  of  years,  con- 
lliurii^  same  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
currtii  in  J '.ran  ford  when  he  was  seventy-six  years 
,.!il.  lie  took  an  active  part  in  politics,  and  at  one 
time  was  the  choice  of  the  Democratic  party  for  the 
I.(:;islature.  In  relig-ious  faiih  he  was  an  Episco- 
jialian.  Mr.  llolcomb  married  Mary  Rodgers,  who 
was  born  in  Stony  Creek,  a  daughter  of  James 
Kodgers,  a  farmer  there,  who,  during  the  Revolu- 
tjun.'irv  war,  was  in  the  patriot  army.  The  parents 
of  our  subject  had  nine  children,  the  survivors  be- 
ing: I'anny,  who  resides  in  Portland,  Oregon;  ?ilrs. 
James  H.  Page;  G.  F.,  ex-mayor  of  Xew  Haven; 
C.  N..  of  New  Haven  ;  and  Alinnie  B..  of  New  Ha- 
ven. The  mother  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  lived  a  beautiful,  consistent  life;  she 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-six,  in  Branford. 

Harry  S.  Holcomb  was  reared  in  Branford  and 
remained  there  until  he  was  twenty-four  years  of 
age,  learning  to  be  a  skilled  workman  in  his  father's 
shop.  He  was  but  seventeen  years  of  age  when  he 
first  went  into  business,  becoming  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  F.  A.  Holcomb  &  Sons,  which  firm,  at  the 
death  of  the  father,  became  Holcomb  Bros.  (G.  F. 
and  Harry  S.).  The  latter  firm  existed  for  some 
years,  and  in  1870  they  moved  to  New  Haven.  La- 
ter the  style  became  Holcomb  Bros.  &  Co.  Our  sub- 
ject subsequently  organized  the  New  Haven  Car- 
riage Co.,  his  brother  retaining  his  connection  with 
Holcomb  Bros.  &  Co.  These  two  firms  were  closely 
connected  in  a  financial  way,  and  later  consolidated, 
becoming  the  New  Haven  Carriage  and  Wagon  Co., 
which  after  a  short  time  became  the  New  Haven 
Carriage  Co.,  which  was  absorbed  by  the  Columbia 
Electric  Vehicle  Co.  Harry  S.  Holcomb  was  for 
one  year  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  that 
combination,  and  at  the  same  time  was  superin- 
tendent of  the  company's  New  Haven  plant.  In 
1898  he  retired  from  the  carriage  business  and  gave 
up  all  activity.  He  was  one  of  the  best  known  men 
in  the  carriage  trade  in  the  country,  and  was  at  one 
time  one  of  the  larger  manufacturers  in  his  line. 
The  plant  that  he  founded  in  New  Haven  was  one 
of  the  leading  concerns  in  the  country.  He  made  a 
success  of  the  business,  and  from  his  own  efforts 
accumulated  a  comfortable  competence,  which  he 
retired  to  enjoy  at  a  time  wdien  he  was  really  in  the 
midst  of  his  business  life.  Personally  he  was  a 
modest,  unassuming  man.  He  made  a  success  in  all 
he  unclertook,  and  as  a  successful  business  man  and 
public-spirited  citizen  was  n:u:h  honored  among  the 
circ'e  of  his  acquaintances. 

In  March,  1867,  Mr.  Holcomb  was  married  to 
Esther  M.  I'.radley,  who  was  bom  in  Branford,  one 
of  the  eight  children  of  Gurdon  and  Ann  Maria 
(  Spiiiks  )  Bradlev  ;  six  survive.  Two  children  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holcomb:  Anna  M.  married 
Samuel  A.  York,  an  attornev.  a  son  of  Judge  York. 
of   New   Haven ;  their  children   are   Holcomb  and 


Samuel.  Plarry  C.  carries  on  a  general  carriage 
business  at  No.  105  Goffe  street;  he  married  :\Iar- 
garet  JNIanson. 

In  politics  Air.  Holcomb  was  a  Democrat  and  his 
position  in  political  affairs  was  ever  a  leading  one, 
although   he   steadily    refused    office ;    however,    he 
served  as  president  of  the  board  of  fire  commis- 
i  sioners.     In  the  Masonic  fraternity  Mr.  Holcomb 
!  held  many  positions.     He  joined  the  fraternity   in 
I  1S67  in  Branford  and  there  became  past  grand  mas-  | 
\  ter;  he  belonged  to  Adelphi  Lodge,  Fair  Plaven ;  i 
■  'Pulaski  Chapter,  in  which  he  was  past  high  priest ; 
and  was  a  member  of  Crawford  Council  and  New 
Haven  Commandery.    ]Mr.  Holcomb  was  something 
I  of  a  traveler,  and  spent  the  years  between  1878  and 
i  1882  in  San  Francisco,  looking  after  a  branch  house  I 
for  the  sale  of  carriages.     His  social  position  gavej 
him   membership   in   the   Ouinnipiac   Club ;   in   the 
Yacht  Club,   of   which   he   served   as   commodore ; 
j  and  in  the  Ansantawae  Club,  in  wdiich  he  served 
I  on  the  board  of  directors.     For  many  years  he  was 
connected  with  St.  Paul's  Church,  of  New  Haven. 
His  death,  on  Jan.  20,   1902,  was  the  result  of  a 
fall  on  the  ice,  which  fractured  his  skull  and  pro- 
duced' concussion  of  the  brain.     Few  men  have  been 
so  deeply  mourned,  and  none  more  highly  esteemed 
i  by  the  community  at  large. 

I  GEORGE  B.  ZORN,  who  was  efficiently  serv- 
j  ing  as  superintendent  of  the  town  poor  farm  of 
Hamden,  New  Haven  county,  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  Jan.  15,  1901,  was  born  in  Germany,  Feb. 
12,  1848,  son  of  Solomon  and  Christina  (Wise) 
Zorn,  also  natives  of  that  country.  The  father  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  Germany,  and  when  his 
literary  education  was  completed  engaged  in  farm- 
ing there  until  1854  when,  with  his  wife  and  family, 
he  emigrated  to  America.  They  crossed  the  Atlan- 
tic on  a  sailing  vessel  and  landed  in  New  York  City, 
thence  going  to  Lewis  county,  N.  Y'.,  and  locating 
at  High  iNlarket,  where  the  father  purchased  the 
farm  on  which  he  still  continues  to  live,  his  time 
and  attention  being  devoted  to  general  farming  and 
stock  raising.  He  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  are  held  in  high  re- 
gard by  all  wdio  know  them.  To  them  were  born 
three  children,  namely:  Christiana,  now  the  wife 
of  Peter  Burdick.  of  Lewis  county,  N.  Y. ;  George 
B.,  our  subject;  and  Emma,  deceased  wife  of  Gus- 
tave  Seidel. 

George  B.  Zorn  was  a  child  of  si.x  years  when 
brought  by  his  parents  to  the  United  States,  and 
upon  the  home  farm  in  High  Market,  Lewis  Co., 
N.  Y.,  he  grew  to  manhoocl.  receiving  his  educatifjii 
in  the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  On  leav- 
ing the  parental  roof,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years, 
lie  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  wnrld, 
working  at  first  as  a  farm  hand  for  %22  per  nv^nth. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  he  came  to  Ham- 
den, New  Haven  county,  where  he  worked  at  farm 
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labor  for  otlicrs  for  several  years,  and  then  operated 
rented  land  in  the  same  town  until  iSqo,  in  which 
year  he  was  appointed  by  the  selectman  of  Ham- 
den  as  superintendent  of  tl;e  town  poor  farm.  This 
responsible  position  he  tilled  in  a  most  creditable 
and  satisfactory  manner,  displayini:^  excellent  busi- 
ness ability  and  sound  judgment  in  the  management 
of  the  place.  Previously  the  farm  had  cost  the  tax- 
payers of  the  town  over  $2,000  per  year,  but  dur- 
ing his  administration  the  expenses  very  materiallv 
lessened.  He  carefully  looked  after  the  welfare  of 
the  poor  unfortunates  in  his  charge,  and  was  kind 
and  generous  in  his  treatment  of  them.  In  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties  he  was  ably  assisted  by  his  es- 
timable wife,  who  proved  a  true  helpmeet  to  him. 
Mr.  Zorn's  death  was  keenly  felt  in  the  town.  He 
was  no  doubt  one  of  the  ablest  incumbents  of  the 
position  of  town  farm  superintendent,  and  his  serv- 
ices were  very  highly  appreciated,  though  the 
praises  bestowed  on  his  management  were  justly 
earned,  for  he  took  the  same  interest  in  the  work- 
as  if  his  individual  interests  had  been  at  stake. 

On  Dec.  4,  1877,  Air.  Zorn  married  Louise 
Chattertcn.  a  native  of  Hamden,  and  a  daughter  of 
Edwin  and  Eliza  (Warner)  Chatterton.  To  them 
were  born  two  children,  Robert  and  Elsie,  the  for- 
mer of  whom  died  at  the  age  of  seven  months.  Mrs. 
Zorn  is  a  consistent  andi  faithful  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  which  her  husband  had  at- 
tended and  contributed  toward  its  support.  He  was 
a  stanch  Republican  in  political  sentiment. 

JAMES  R.  SUTLIFF,  late  president  of  Fos- 
ter, Merriman  &  Co.,  manufacturers,  INIeriden,  was 
one  of  the  best  known  and  most  highly  respected 
citizens  of  the  Silver  Citv,  and  was  born  in  South- 
ington,  Conn.,  July  10,  1839,  ^  son  of  the  late  John 
Sutliff.  'Sir.  Sutliff  was  descended  from  an  old  Con- 
necticut family.  The  first  of  the  name  of  whom  we 
have  any  record  is  Xathaniel  Sutliff,  who  lived  at 
Medfield,  Mass.,  in  1667.  He  was  a  settler  of  Deer- 
field,  Mass.,  in  1673,  and  became  chief  military  of- 
ficer when  King  Philip's  war  began,  and  Alay  16, 
1676,  he  was,  with  Capt.  Turner,  killed  at  Falls 
Fight.  In  1664  he  married  Hannah  Plympton,  a 
daughter  of  Sergt.  John  Plvmpton,  who  was  born 
in  Cambridge,  England,  and  came  to  America  in 
John  Winthrop's  company  in  1640. 

Sergt.  Xathaniel  Sytliff,  son  of  Xathaniel  and 
Hannah  (Plymptcn),  was  born  in  Deerfield,  Mass., 
in  1672,  and  located  at  Branford,  Conn.,  in  1702, 
becoming  prominent  there  in  religious  anl  educa- 
tional matters.  He  w^as  a  representative  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court  from  1728  to  1731.  His  wife,  Saraii 
Savage,  died  April  r,  1732. 

The  first  of  the  name  in  W'olcott  was  Joseph 
Sutliff,  ;on  of  Sergt.  Xathaniel  and  Sarah  (Sav- 
age), who  located  there  as  early  as  1765,  and  lived 
at  the  foot  of  Chestnut  Hill.  He  was  born  in  . 
Branford,  Conn.,  in  1712,  and  was  a  tailor  by  occu- 
pation.    He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife,  Sa- 


'  rah,  dying    in  1780;    he    married    (second),  1791, 

I  Catherine  Seward.     Plis  children  bv  the  first  wife 

i  were  Joseph,  Xathaniel,  Anne  and  Sarah.  Joseph 
Sutliff  died   Xov.   11,   1801. 

'         Xathaniel     Sutliff',     the     great-grandfather      of 

:  James  R.  Sutliff",  was  born  in  Durham,  Conn..  Dec. 
7.  1740.  and  married  Hannah  Pritchard.  a  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Elizabeth    (Johnson)    Pritchard. 

j  Their  children  were:  John,  Xathaniel,  Titus,  Han- 
nah, Anne,  Ruth  and  Elizabeth.     He  died  in  1808, 

;  and  his  wife  Jan.  2,  1791. 

I  John  Sutliff,  son  of  Nathaniel,  was  born  Feb. 
19.  ^772»  antl  died  in  Wolcott,  April  23,  1S36.  He 
married  Eunice  Munson,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and 

:  Susanna  ( Tyler  j  Alun.>^on,  ot''  Waterbury,  Conn. 
Their  children  were:    Anson,  born  in  1798',  wait  to 

;  Meriden  in  1817.  He  married  Mehitabel  Comstock, 
of  Deep  River,  Conn.,  and  removed  to  iNIinnesota 

i  in  1857,  and  died  there  when  aged  sixty-four  vears. 

1  Statira,  born  in   1800,  married  Jerry  Williams,  of 

■  Waterbury,  Conn.  He  settled  in  .Meriden  in  1835, 
(  where  she  died  in  1873  when  aged  seventy-three 
1  years.  John  is  mentioned  later.  Lucius,  born  in 
j  1806,  married  Rachel  Foote,  and  settled  in  South- 
'  ingtcn.  Conn.  Lucas  A.,  born  in  1808,  married 
'  Maria  Alatilda  Upson,  of  Wolcott,  Conn.,  who  died 

in    1871,    in    Southington,    Connecticut. 

John  Sutliff,  son  of  John  Sutliff',  was  born 
]  Aug.  2,  1802,  in  Wolcott,  Conn.    At  the  age  of  slx- 
,  teen  years  he  bought  nis  time  from  his  father,  for 
j  which  he  agreed  to  pay  one  hundred  dollars,  giving 
I  his  note  for  two  years.  '  He  went  to  Xorthford  and 
I  found  work  on  a  farm.     Although  he  received  but 
i  seven  dollars  per  month  and  board,  he  managed  to 
I  save  enough  to  pay  off  his  note.     His  industrious 
disposition  and  economical  habits  brought  him  to 
\  the  notice  of  the  Meriden  capitalists,  and  after  fif- 
]  teen  years  of  work  for  wages  at  the  manufacture 
!  of  ivory  combs,  a  partnership  with  three  others  was 
formed,  and  combs  were  manufactured  in  the  town 
of  Southington.     The  business  was  then  conducted 
;  with  the  least  possible  risk  of  loss.  The  coml)s  were 
!  salable  in  the  market,  and  the  factory  and  power 
\  were  engaged  on  terms  of  easy  relinquishment,  so 
that  if  the  hopes  of  the  young  men  were  not  real- 
ized,  the   business   could   be   discontinued   without 
loss.     The  business  was,  however,  progressing  sat- 
!  isfactorily  when  one  of  young  Sutliff's  friends,  Al- 

■  bert  Foster,  who  had  observed  his  business  ability 
:  and  habits,  and  who  in  part  composed  the  firm  of 

Foster,  Alerriman  &  Co.,  invited  him  to  purchase 
an  interest  in  the  firm.  He  did  so  and  took  charge 
of  a  dcpartnunt  himself,  his  partners  devoting  their 
time  and  energies  to  the  development  of  their  in- 
dustry. The  large  business  of  Foster,  Merriman  & 
Co..  of  Meriden,  was  incorporated  under  the  laws 
of  the  State  in  1866.  Xelson  Alerriman  was  elected 
its  first  president,  holding  that  office  until  his  death, 
when  "Sir.  Sutliff  was  made  its  president.  At  the 
time  of  his  entrance  into  the  firm,  the  whole  product 
of  the  factory  was  wrought  out  by  only  five  or  six 
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hands,  while  to-day  about  300  are  employed.  The 
growth  thereafter  was  rapul,  and  to  liis  ability,  en- 
■erg^y  and  management,  much  of  the  great  success 
which  the  company  attained  was  due.  He  was  ac- 
tive late  in  life,  going  to  the  factory  up  to  the  time 
of  his  last  illness. 

As  a  capitalist  of  Aleriden  ^Ir.  Sutlilf  was  prob- 
ably hc<t  known.  He  was  for  many  years  a  direc- 
tor of  the  First  Xational  Bank  of  Meriden,  and  was 
a  trustee  of  the  City  Savings  Bank  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  made  large  investments  in  the  West, 
as  well  as  at  home,  and  was  never  lacking  in  funds 
with  which  to  aid  persons  who  desired  a  few  hun- 
dred or  thousands  of  dollars.  The  fortune  so 
meager  at  the  beginning  of  his  residence  in  ]\Ieri- 
den  became  a  great  estate  in  late  years. 

On  Xov.  22, 1828,  Mr.  Sutlitt  was  married  (first) 
to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Dayton,  of  Xorth  Haven,  and 
(second)  Nov.  9,  1842,  to  IMiss  Rebecca  ]\Iiles.  of 
Cheshire.  The  children  born  to  the  first  marriage 
were:  Mary  Ann,  who  married  Frederick  A. 
Fligby,  and  died  Dec.  22,  1S59:  John  A.;  and 
James  R.  To  the  second  marriage  were  born : 
Abby  R.  and  Edgar  }kl.,  both  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy. Mr.  Sutliff  passed  away  June  22,  1897,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety-five  years. 

James  R.  Sutlifif,  who  succeeded  his  father  as 
president  of  Foster,  [Nlerriman  &  Co.,  obtained  his 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  Meriden.  His 
chances  for  an  education  were  good,  but  he  pre- 
ferred the  shop  to  the  school,  and  while  still  a  boy, 
entered  the  factory  of  Foster,  ^^lerriman  &  Co.,  be- 
ginning as  a  common  hand.  Being  a  boy  of  tn- 
ergy  and  ambition,  he  soon  raised  himself  to  fore- 
man, then  to  superintendent,  later  to  that  of  stock- 
holder and  director.  In  1S87  he  was  elected  vice- 
president  of  the  company,  which  office  he  filled  up 
to  the  death  of  his  father  in  1897,  when  he  was 
elected  president,  which  high  office  he  ably  filled  un- 
til his  death,  Jan.  18,  1902.  A  man  who  thor- 
oughly knew  every  department  of  the  business,  hav- 
ing begun  from  the  bottom  round,  he  climbed  to  the 
top  through  his  own  efforts. 

Of  a  genial  disposition  and  high  ideals,  JMr.  Sut- 
lifT  was  honored  and  respected  by  the  citizens  of 
Meriden.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republican,  but 
no  politician.  He  was  elected  councilman  for  the 
Fourth  Ward,  and  he  also  serv-ed  as  alderman,  and 
was  chairman  of  several  committees.  He  was  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  First  Congregational  Church, 
of  which  he  was  elected  Deacon.  He  was  deacon 
of  the  Center  Congregational  Church  six  years  and 
superintendent  of  its  Sunday-school  fcur  years,  al- 
ways being  quite  active  in  church  matters.  He 
was  a  well-r;ad  man,  and  thoroughly  posted  on  all 
leading  events. 

On  Xov.  2,  TS69.  in  Meriden.  Conn..  Mr.  Sut- 
lifF  was  united  in  marriage  with  Sarah  D.  Easton, 
who  was  born  in  Providence.  R.  I.  ]\Irs.  Sutliff  is 
a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  a  good.  Christian 
woman,  and  a  loving  mother.    Two  children  blessed 


this  uni-on:  (i)  Hattie  E.,  born  Feb.  2~,  1871.  was 
married  in  April,  1895,  to  Dr.  Oswald  A.  Parker, 
a  native  of  Xova  Scotia,  Canada,  now  a  leading 
dentist  at  Wakefield.  Mass.  Mrs.  Parker  was  edu- 
cated in  the  Meriden  High  School,  also  in  Abbott 
Academy  at  Andover,  Mass.,  and  at  the  Conserva- 
tory of  Music  in  Boston.  (2)  James,  born  Sept. 
^9'  ^^72)'  is  at  home. 

ULRIC  EDWARD  XEVEU,  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  N.  P.  Lamontagne  &  Co.,  an  old  and  well 
established  house  in  State  street,  ^leriden,  dealers 
in  groceries  and  wines,  was  born  at  St.  Scholastique, 
in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  June  9,  1849. 

Joachim  Xeveu,  the  father  of  Ulric  E.,  was  born 
in  the  same  place,  of  French  descent,  the  family  be- 
ing one  of  the  oldest  in  Quebec.  Toachim  Xeveu 
was  a  blacksmith,  engaged  in  business  on  his  own 
account  at  St.  Scholastique,  where  he  died  at  the 
age  of  sixty-nine  years.  In  religion  he  was  a  stanch 
Roman  Catholic,  and  in  politics  a  supporter  of  the 
Liberal  movement  in  Canada.  He  married  Alar- 
celine  Hogue,  who  was  born  in  St.  Vincent  de  Paul, 
County    Terrebonne.    Canada.       This    union    was 

i  blessed  with  fifteen  children,  eleven  of  whom  grew 
to  maturity.  Eight  are  now  living:  Alphonse,  a 
dry  goods  dealer  in  ^Montreal :  Ulric  E. ;  Emma, 
widow  of  Xazaire  P.  Lamontagne :  Malvina,  who 
makes  her  home  with  Ulric  E. ;  Adelle,  who  married 

I  A.  Vermette,  of  Alontreal ;,  Alphosine,  married  to 
Michael  Labelle,  of  Montreal ;  Marie  Louise,  of 
Trov,  X.  Y.,  who  married  Charles  De  Fault;  and 
Ferdinand,  a  clerk  with  his  brother,  Ulric  E. 

Ulric  E.  Xeveu  attended  the  schools  of  his  na- 
tive town  until  he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen  years, 
when  he  entered  his  father's  smithv  to  learn  the 
blacksmith's  trade.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he 
left  his  native  town  to  better  his  condition,  and  in 
j868  appeared  in  Aleriden,  where  he  worked  three 
vears  as  a  burnisher  for  the  Wilcox  Silver  Plate  Co. 
Saving  his  money,  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  was 
able  to  start  in  business  for  himself,  and  with  his 
brother,  Alphonse,  and  Mr.  Langlois,  founded  and 
conducted  a'  grocery.  For  three  years  these  three 
continued  together,  when  the  last  two  retired,  leav- 
ing  LTlric  E.  X'eveu  alone  in  the  business,  which 
he  conducted  five  years.  Subsequently  he  had  a  • 
partner,  Leander  Govreau,  for  two  and  one-half 
years,  when  they  sold  out  to  X.  P-  Lamontagne, 
and  the  firm  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  wine  busi- 
ness with  much  success.  In  18S6  Mr.  Lamontagne 
died,  but  under  the  able  management  of  Mr.  Xeveu, 
the  firm  has  continued  very  successful. 

Mr.  Xeveu  was  instrumental  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  in  Meriden,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  French  Catholic  Church  of  that 
city.     Politically  he  is  a  Democrat,  with  but  little 

ambition,  however,  for  the  honors  of  official  position. 

A  good  man  and  an  upright  tradesman,  he  is  well 
liked  in  the  community.       Fie  has  a  fine  home  in 

Franklin  street. 
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Nazaire  p.  Lamoxtagxe,  whose  name  is  men- 
tioned above,  was  born  in  Verchcre,  Quebec,  and 
there  learned  the  harness  making  trade.  During- 
the  Civil  war  he  came  to  the  United  States  to  take 
a  position  in  the  ordnance  department  of  the  army, 
making  harness  for  the  government.  He  was  lo- 
cated first  at  Springfield,  ]\Iass.,  and  was  afterward 
a  burnisher  in  one  of  the  shops  at  Taunton,  Mass., 
until  1S76.  In  that  year  he  came  to  ^leriden  and 
entered  the  grocery  business  with  his  brother-in- 
law,  Mr.  Neveu.  He  died  in  June,  1S86,  and  was 
buriedi  in  St.  Patrick's  cemetery.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  French  Catholic  Church.  Islr.  Lamon- 
tagne  belonged  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus  in 
Meriden,  and  politically  he  was  a  Democrat,  but 
had  no  desire  for  office.  A  careful  business  man, 
he  was  noted  for  his  honestv  and  fair  dealing. 

Mr.  Lamontagne  married  IMiss  Emma  Xeveu, 
a  sister  of  his  partner,  and  to  them  were  born  five 
children:  Ernest  attended  the  public  schools  and 
Montreal  College,  where  he  studied  theology  and 
took  holy  orders  from  Archbishop  Bruchesi.  of 
Montreal,  by  whom  he  was  ordained  a  priest.  He 
spent  some  time  in  Rome  and  is  now  a  professor  in 
the  Catholic  Seminary  at  Hartford.  Ernestine,  a 
graduate  of  ^It.  St.  Alary's  College,  at  Montreal,  and 
from  Yale  Art  School,  is  an  artist  in  both  music 
and  painting,  and  is  a  lady  of  much  culture  and  re- 
finement. Olaus,  a  graduate  of  Montreal  College, 
is  now  a  student  at  Yale  Law  School.  Henry,  a 
graduate  of  ^lontreal  College,  is  now  studying  med- 
icine. Camilla  is  a  student  at  Mt.  St.  Mary's  Col- 
lege, ^Montreal.  !Mrs.  Lamontagne  is  still  living  at 
the  beautiful  home  in  Franklin  street,  and  her  fine 
qualities  and  sweet  spirit  make  the  home  an  ideal 
one. 

CHARLES  \V.  SCRANTON.  The  family 
bearing  the  name  of  Scranton,  from  which  sprang 
the  late  Hon.  Erastus  Clark  Scranton,  of  Madi- 
son and  New  Haven,  and  the  late  Hon.  Sereno 
Hamilton  Scranton.  of  ^ladison,  both  men  of  prom- 
inence in  the  public  affairs  of  their  respective  com- 
munities, and  who  have  representatives  in  New  Ha- 
ven in  the  persons  of  Miss  IMary  E.  and  Charles 
Woolsey  Scranton.  is  the  oldest  and  most  prominent 
of  the  families  of  the  towns  of  Guilford  and  ^ladi- 
son.  Miss  ]Mary  E.  Scranton  has  erected  in  memory 
of  her  father,  the  former  of  the  two  brothers  noted 
above,  a  substantial  library  building;  and  Charles 
W.  Scranton  is  otie  of  the  leading  and  substantial 
citizens  of  New  Haven. 

John  Scranton,  the  progenitor  of  the  N^ew  Ha- 
ven Scrantons,  was  one  of  the  early  planters  who, 
with  about  twenty-five  other  heads  of  families, 
made  a  settlement  in  Guilford  in  October,  1639. 
These  settlers  arrived  in  Boston  June  26,  1637,  com- 
ing from  there  to  New  Haven  in  company  with  '\lr. 
Davenport  and  Mr.  Prudden  and  their  congrega- 
tions. They  were  possessed  of  considerable  prop- 
erty, and  some  of  them  are  recorded  as  wealthy. 


They  were  pious,  intelligent  and  industrious,  most 
of  them  being  farmers  from  Kent  and  Surrey,  Eng- 
;  land.    John  Scranton  is  thought  to  have  been  about 
thirty  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  coming  to  this 
country,  and  is  supposed  to  have  married  in  Eng- 
;  land,  his  first  wife,  Joanna,  dying  in   1661.     Five 
t  years  later  he  was  married  to  Adaline  Hill,  who  died 
in   1685.     ^Ir.  Scranton  served  as  a  deputy  to  the 
General  Court  in  1669  and  1670,  and  died  the  fol- 
lowing  year.      From   this   John    Scranton    Charles 
;  -Woolsey  Scranton  is  a  descendant  in  the  eighth  gen- 
;  eration,  his  line  being  through  Capt.  John,  Capt. 
;  John  (2),  Capt.  Ichabod.  Theophilus,  Jonathan  and 
:  Hon.   Sereno  H.  Scranton. 

I         Capt.  John  Scranton,  son  of  John  the  emigrant, 
was  born  about  1 641  in  Guilford,  and  was  first  mar- 
ried i\Iarch  12,  1674,  to  Alary  Seward,  who  was  born 
Feb.  28,  1652,  daughter  of  William  and  Grace  (Nor- 
ton)   Seward.     He  located  in  East  Guilford,  now 
Madison,  as  early  as  1672,  where  he  followed  farm- 
1  ing,  and  died  in  that  town  Sept.  2,  1703. 
j         Capt.  John   Scranton    (2),   son  of  Capt.  John, 
i  noted  above,  was  born  about  1676  in  the  Hammon- 
1  assett  District.  On  Dec.  12,  1699,  he  married  for  his 
first  wife  Mary  Norton;  his  second  wife  was  Alary, 
daughter  of  John  Evarts.     She  died  Oct.  8,  1749' 
and  Capt.  Scranton  married  his  third  wife,  ]\Iary 
Bushnell,  and  died  March  21,  1758. 

Capt.  Ichabod  Scranton,  son  of  Capt.  John  (2) 
;  and  :Mary   (Evarts)    Scranton,  was  born  Feb.    19, 
;  171 7,   and  married   Chloe   Fowler,   who  was   born 
j  March  3,   1723,  daughter  of  Abraham  Fowler,  of 
Guilford.     Capt.  Scranton  was  a  farmer  and  lived 
in  Madison.     He  was  a  captain  in  the  French  and 
Indian  war,  serving  at  Louisburg  and  Ticonderoga, 
and  died  of  disease  while  on  the  homeward  journev 
m  December,  1760;  he  was  buried  at  midnight  on 
Clapboard  Hill,  Guilford.    He  was  a  man  of  patri- 
otic character  and  ability,  and  his  death  was  deemed 
a  public  loss. 
I         Theophilus  Scranton,  son  of  Capt.  Ichabod,  was 
born  Dec.  i,  1751,  and  married  Abigail  Lee,  who 
was  born  July  11,  1754,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Lee, 
of  Madison.     Mr.   Scranton  was  a  farmer  in  the 
town  of  Madison,  where  he  died  Feb.  16,  1S27,  his 
widow  surviving  him  until  Dec.  23,  1840. 

Jonathan  Scranton,  son  of  Theophilus,  born  Oct. 
10,  1781,  married  for  his  first  wife,  Jan.  27,  1805, 
Roxana  Crampton.  who  was  bom  Zvlav  30,  1789. 
daughter  of  Ashbel  Crampton,  of  jMadison,  where 
I  he  made  his  home,  being  a  prominent  member  of  the 
!  church,  a  prosperous  farmer,  and  in  his  active  vears 
a  constructor  of  breakwaters  and  wharfs.  Mrs. 
Scranton  died  Dec.  27,  1833,  and  Mr.  Scranton  was 
married  the  following  year  to  Jemima,  daughter  of 
Daniel  Piatt. 

Hon.  Sereno  Hamilton  Scranton,  son  of  Jona- 
than, and  the  father  of  Charles  Woolsey,  was  born 
'  March    i,   181 1,  and    married    Sept.  29,    1833,  to 
Susan  Roxanna  Dowd,  who  was  born  Oct.  12.  1S14, 
daughter  of  William  Dowd.    Mr.  Scranton  was  one 
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of  the  prumiiKMit  ami  reliable  citizens  of  Madison, 
iiiul   1k-!i1   the  contideiice  aiul  esteem   of  his    fellow 
tiiwiixuun  i<>  such  a  tlegrec  that  he  was  honored  by 
r<-]Katc(l  elections  to  jiositions  of  trust  and  respon- 
Miulilv;  and  they  i"  turn  were  honored  by  the  etti- 
i    iMiicv  and  ability  which  he  ^ave  to  the  ilischarLie  of 
[    tlu-  tlvities  i)laced  ui>on  him.   He  was  a  representative 
:    l<>  the   (ieiieral   Assembly    from    Madison   in    1S50. 
iSu>.  l8<>7  anil  1872.   In  1870  he  was  elected  to  the 
:    State  Senate.     In   political   faith  he  was  a  Rcpub- 
'    lican.     Mr.  ScrauLon  died  Jan.  25,  1896,  and  Mrs. 
;    Scranton  passed  away  July  28,  1894,  both  in  Madi- 
:    son.     To  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Serene  Hamilton  Scranton 
cnino  the  following  children,  a'l  born  in  Madison: 
Ivoxanna,  born  Sept.  4,  1S34;  Samuel  W.,  born  Dec. 
30,  1S36,  who  died  April  8.  1841  :  Edward  Sereno, 
born  June  26,  1840,  who  died  Dec.  30,  1897;  Jona- 
than Samuel,  born  Feb.  22,  1842;  William  D.,  born 
April   18,   1844,  who  died  Aug".   18,   1865;  Charles 
W'oolse}',  born  Dec.  21,   1S46;  Catherine  L.,  bom 
Feb.  18,  1849;  George  Curtis,  born  [March  13,  1851, 
who  died  Nov.  30,  1863;  Susan  A.,  born  Feb.  21, 
1854,  who  died  April  3,  1887. 

Charles  \V.  Scranton  grew  up  in  Madison,  where 
he  atteiukd  the  local  school,  finishing  his  education 
at  Gen.  Russell's  [Military  Academy  in  New  Haven. 
At  first  he  was  engaged  with  his  father  in  the 
wholesale  produce  business,  and  was  later  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  at  Branford,  Conn.,  where 
he  married  Marietta  Palmer  Sept.  22,,  1869.  She 
was  born  Aug.  6,  185 1,  daughter  of  Capt.  Henry 
Palmer.  To  this  union  have  come  five  childiren: 
Minnie  Irene,  born  Nov.  13,  1870,  who  married  E. 
E.  Conover  and  resides  in  Boston :  Alice  Palmer, 
born  March  24,  1872.  who  married  Robert  E.  Milli- 
gan,  and  lives  in  Chicago;  William  Dowd,  born 
June  10,  1875;  Helen  W'cKilscy.  born  Feb.  15,  187S; 
and  Charles  Woolsey,  bom  Sept.  24,  1883,  who 
died  Feb.  13,  1897. 

Mr.  Scranton  moved  to  New  Haven  in  1870, 
where  he  has  been  in  business  as  a  broker  since  that 
time.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  in  religion 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  of  [Madi- 
son. He  is  a  member  of  Widows'  Sons  Lodge,  No. 
66,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Branford.  is  associated  with  the 
Royal  Arcanum,  and  also  with  the  Union  League 
and  Yacht  Clubs,  well  known  institutions  of  New 
Haven,  and  has  many  friends  in  every  circle  where 
he  moves. 

GEORGE  W.  IVES,  senior  member  of  the  well 
known  firm  of  George  W.  Ives  &  Son,  former  brick 
manufacturers  of  Flamden,  is  a  worthy  representa- 
tive of  the  industrial  interests  of  the  town  and  an 
important  factor  in  its  business  circles.  He  was 
born  in  the  town  of  North  Haven  Dec.  23,  1842, 
and  belongs  to  an  old  and  honored  family  of  this 
county.  His  great-grandfather  was  Noah  Ives,  a 
farmer  of  North  Haven  and  a  soldier  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  who  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age- 

Talcott  Ives,  son  of  Noah,  was  born  on  the  same 


farm,  aiul  in  early  manhcxid  married  Ilamiah  ToiUl. 
a  native  of  the  same  town  and  a  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Lucy  (Frost)  Todd.  By  this  union  the  fol- 
lowing cliildren  were  born:  Harvey,  a  farmer  and 
brick  maker  of  North  Haven,  now  deceased;  Al- 
frcti,  father  of  our  subject;  Mary,  who  married 
Loyal  Thorpe,  of  Xorth  Haven,  ami  Ixnh  are  now 
deceased;  Nancy,  deceased  wife  of  William  I'-en- 
ham,  of  North  Haveti ;  Loyal,  a  tarmer  of  the  same 
town,  now  deceased  ;  Olive,  who  married  the  late 
Merritt  Lane,  a  manufacturer  of  buttons,  and  lived 
in  Waterbury  until  her  death  in  u)oi  ;  and  Caroline, 
deceased  wife  of  James  i\ayno.  The  father  of  these 
children  followed  farming  throughout  life  and  lived 
to  be  over  seventy  years  of  age. 

Alfred  Ives,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
Sept.  17.  1813.  on  his  father's  farm  in  North  Ha- 
ven, and  there  passed  his  boyhood.  At  the  age  of 
thirteen  years  he  began  life  for  himself  as  a  farm 
hand  for  Elias  Bassett,  with  whom  he  remained  un- 
til he  attained  his  majority.  He  then  turned  his 
pttention  to  the  manufacture  of  brick  and  was 
among  the  first  to  use  an  engine  for  grinding  the 
clay,  horses  having  previously  been  used  for  that 
purpose.  He  continued  in  that  business  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  May  22,  1887,  his 
remains  being  interred  in  the  North  Haven  ceme- 
tery. He  was  a  consistent  and  faithful  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church  for  many  years,  anil 
was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  He 
was  quite  a  prominent  and  inlhiential  man  in  his 
community  and  was  called  upon  to  represent  his 
town  in  the  State  Legislature  two  successive  terms. 
He  was  a  self-educated  and  self-maile  man,  who 
started  out  in  life  for  himself  in  limited  circum- 
stances, and  through  his  own  well-directed  efforts 
became  quite  well-to-do.  In  1836  he  removed  to 
the  place  in  North  Haven  where  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  and  where  his  widow  still  con- 
tinues to  reside. 

On  Dec.  29,  1834,  Alfred  Ives  married  Miss  Syl- 
via Blakeslee.  who  was  born  in  North  Haven  Oct. 
26,  1816.  Her  father.  Levi  Blakeslee,  was  also  a 
native  of  North  Flaven,  and  was  a  son  of  Joel 
Blakeslee,  who  was  born  in  the  same  town  in  1739. 
Levi  Blakeslee  tnarried  Mercy  Beach,  a  daughter  of 
Benjamin  Beach,  and  to  them  were  born  eleven  chil- 
dren, namely  :  Alfred  ;  Eunice  ;  William  and  Willis, 
twins;  Joel;  [Mercy;  Betsey;  Benjamin:  Sylvia:  Al- 
vira;  and  Roxana.  Mrs.  Ives  is  the  only  one  of  this 
family  now  living.  She  is  a  most  estimable  lady 
and  has  been  an  earnest  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  of  Whitneyville,  for  over  half  a  cen- 
tury. She  has  two  chiMrcn :  Susan  Charlotte. 
i  wife  of  Horace  P.  Shares,  a  former  brick  manufac- 
j  turer  of  New  Haven;  and  George  W.,  our  subject. 
During  his  bovhood  and  youth  George  W.  Ives 
pursueil  his  stmlies  in  the  common  schools,  anil  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  commenced  his  business  career, 
being  engaged)  in  the  manufacture  of  brick  with 
James  E.  I[iroun  for  one  year.     He  then  formed  a 
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partnership  with  his  father,  and  together  they  were 
engaged  in  the  same  business  until  the  iatter's  death. 
The  plant  formerly  owned  by  George  \V.  Ives  & 
Son  was  established  by  our  subject  and  his  father 
in  1883,  and  here  from  seven  to  eight  million  brick 
are  now  manufactured  annually.  He  continued;  his 
residence  in  North  Haven  until  1S94  and  then  re- 
moved to  the  place  in  Hamden  where  he  is  now 
living,  it  being  a  part  of  the  old  Eli  Whitney  home- 
stead and  consisting  of  forty  acres  of  land  on  the 
Ridge  road,  three  miles  from  Xew  Haven. 

On  Dec.  23,  1863?  Air.  Ives  was  married  to 
Miss  Betsey  ]M.  Davis,  of  Hamden,  who  was  born 
April  12.  1846,  oldest  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Eetsey  M.  (Augur)  Davis,  and  to  them  were  born 
two  children:  (i)  Alfred  E.,  formerly  in  business 
with  his  father,  married  Elizabeth  Peabody,  and 
they  have  three  children.  Alfred,  Robert  and  Edna. 
(2)  Lucy  married  William  J.  Konold,  of  Xew  Ha- 
ven, and  died  at  Antwerp,  Belgium,  while  on  her 
wedding  trip,  Feb.  28.   1896. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Ives  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason, 
belonging  to  Hiram  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  New  Ha- 
ven ;  Harmony  Council ;  Franklin  Chapter ;  and 
New  Haven  Commandery.  He  is  a  stanch  suppor- 
ter of  the  Republican  party,  has  filled  the  oflfice  of 
selectman,  and  in  1892  was  a  member  of  the  State 
Legislature,  where  he  served  on  committees  on  Fed- 
eral Relations,  and  on  Humane  Institutions.  He  is 
a  man  of  excellent  business  and  executive  ability, 
whose  sound  judgment,  untiagging  enterprise  and 
capable  management  have  brought  to  him  a  well 
merited  success.  In  manner  he  is  pleasant  and  cor- 
dial, which,  combined  with  his  sterling  worth, 
makes  him  one  of  the  popular  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity. 

HENRY  WHITNEY  AIUNSON.  who  is  now 
living  practically  retired  in  Hamden,  was  for  many 
years  prominently  identified  with  the  business  inter- 
ests of  New  Haven.  He  was  born  in  Hamden. 
Feb.  4,  1835,  and  was  given  the  name  of  Whitney 
in  honor  of  Eli  Whitney,  the  inventor  of  the  cotton 
gin. 

Henry  Alunson,  his  father,  was  also  a  native  of 
Hamden,  born  Jan.  29.  1807.  He  was  a  gun-smith 
bv  trade,  employed  in  the  gun  factory  of  Mr.  Whit- 
ney for  some  time.  He  made  the  first  rolled  solid 
steel  gun-barrel,  and  invented  a  machine  for  keep- 
ing the  barrels  in  proper  position  while  drilling  or 
boring  out  the  same,  which  is  now  used  by  tlie  gov- 
ernment and  all  giui  makers.  He  never  applied  for 
a  patent  on  this  machine.  Previous  to  its  invention 
the  successful  drilling  of  gun-barrels  was  a  long, 
tedious,  and  not  infreriuently  unsuccessful  process. 
The  drill  often,  after  entering  the  steel  bar  and 
following  the  mechanical  Center  as  was  necessary, 
would  swerve  from  the  proper  course  and  come  out 
the  side,  or  would  follow  a  line  on  one  side  or  other 
of  the  center,  in  each  instance  ruining  the  liar  and 
wastin"-  the  operator's  work.     The  value  of  this  in- 


vention is  thus  evidenced  when  it  is  considered  that 
the  machine  which  he  devised  not  onlv  made  ac- 
curate drilling  possible,  but  also  gave  the  operator 
a  positive  knowledge  of  the  location  of  the  drill  in 
the  center  of  the  long  piece  of  steel.  The  fact  that 
the  machine  is  universally  used  to-day,  and  has  been 
ever  since  its  invention,  about  1845."  without  prac- 
tically an  improvement,  goes  to  show  that  it  origin- 
ated in  the  brain  of  a  thorough  mechanic.  In  those 
days  patents  were  not  so  largely  sought  after,  and 
Mr.  Munson  probably  felt  that' he  was  sufficiently 
rewarded  for  his  ingenuity,  as  his  business  of  con- 
tractor in  the  gun  shoj)  was  made  much  more  profit- 
able by  the  efficiency  of  his  invention.  A  patent  on 
this  device  would  have  yielded  him  a  fortune.  In 
1857  he  embarked  in  the  manufacture  of  coach  and 
saddlery  hardware  in  Temple  street.  New  Haven, 
under  the  name  of  Munson,  Alorse  &  Co..  also  man- 
ufacturing wrenches,  hammers,  pistols,  lathe 
clamps  and  other  tools.  In  1862  he  returned  to 
Hamden,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
dying  March  21,  1893.  ^^r.  Munson  was  one  of 
the  best  known  nixn  of  Hamden,  and  no  man  en- 
joyed the  general  respect  of  the  people  to  any  great- 
er extent  than  be  did.  He  resided  in  Hamden  for 
the  quietude  of  country  life,  but  though  he  owned 
farm  land  and  had  a  good  knowledge  of  agriculture, 
he  was  never  a  farmer.  He  built  the  house  where 
he  lived  and  died,  and  which  our  subject  vet  occu- 
pies. In  the  construction  of  this  house  he  made 
thoroughness  a  special  feature,  as  in  everything 
else  he  undertook,  and  as  a  result  it  is  still  one  of 
the  most  substantial  houses  in  the  town.  Air.  Mun- 
son took  great  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  town, 
and  was  ever  ready  to  aid  with  his  purse  or  in- 
fluence any  movement  of  benefit;  he  was  equally 
ready  to  oppose  any  project  that  in  his  judgment 
had  other  motives,  and  he -was  in  every  wav  a  most 
valuable  citizen.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat  un- 
til the  Civil  war,  when  he  claimed  "the  party  left 
him"'  and  he  united  with  the  Republicans  to  become 
one  of  their  staunchest  members  and  most  efficient 
servants.  He  held  almost  every  office  in  the  gift 
of  his  townspeople,  not  from  any  desire  for  political 
preferment,  but  from  his  sense  of  duty  as  a  citizen. 
He  twice  represented  the  town  in  the  Legislature. 
During  the  war  he  was  active  in  filling  the  town's 
quota  of  soldiers.  Wherever  the  efforts  of  a  good 
citizen  were  needed  he  could  be  found.  He  was  one 
of  the  substantial  members  of  Whitnewille  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  an  active  member  of  the  So- 
cietv,  taking  a  foremost  part  in  religious  affairs. 
His  good  wife  preceded  him  to  the  grave  some 
years,  and  both  are  buried  in  Whitneyville  cemetery. 
A  self-made  man  in  the  fullest  sense  of  that  term, 
Mr.  Munson  left  a  grand  name  to  posterity,  and 
passed  away  at  a  ripe  old  age.  after  a  well-spent 
and  useful  life.  He  lived  to  see  his  great-grandson. 
Lester  Munson  Shares.  Henry  Munson  married 
Miss  Jane  Ford,  a  daughter  of  Squire  Joel  and 
Eunice  Ford,  of  Hamden,  and  to  them  were  born 
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six  children,  namely:  Henry  Whitney,  the  eldest, 
is  the  only  survivor.  Gustavus  B.  died  young  from 
\s  hooping  cough.  Robert  P.,  who  never  married, 
was  drowned  in  Guilford,  Conn.,  when  about  forty- 
nine  years  old.  Eunice  L.  married  George  H.  Gor- 
fiain,  of  Hamden,  where  she  died  leaving  one  son, 
Henry  J.  Catherine  T.  was  twice  married,  her  sec- 
ond husband  being  Cornelius  Warner ;  she  died  in 
Hamden  leaving  two  children,  Warren  C,  and 
Catherine  T.  Warner,  twins.  Mary  T.  married 
John  H.  Piatt,  of  New  Haven,  and  died  at  Sara- 
tot-a,  N.  Y.,  leaving:  no  children. 

Henry  W.  Munson  spent  his  early  life  in  the 
nianner  of  most  boys  of  his  time.  He  attended  pri- 
vate schools  and  completed  his  education  in  the  old 
Temple,  comer  of  Orange  and  Court  streets,  in 
New  Haven,  under  the  instruction  of  Prof.  Mills. 
From  boyhood  he  was  handy  with  tools,  seeming  to 
inherit  the  mechanical  skill  of  his  father,  and  his 
practical  training  was  almost  entirely  along  me- 
chanical lines.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  became 
a  stockholder  in  the  concern  of  Mtmson,  Morse  & 
Co.,  New  Hftven.  Four  years  later  he  removed  to 
Bridgeport  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Win- 
chester Repeating  Arms  Co.,  remaining  at  that  place 
until  1871.  While  there  he  did  considerable  con- 
tract work  as  a  gun  maker.  He  then  returned  to 
New  Haven,  and  in  1871  was  made  superintendent 
of  the  gun  department  of  the  Winchester  Repeating 
Arms  Co.'s  plant  at  that  place,-  which  responsible 
position  he  most  capably  and  acceptably  filled  until 
1885.  Since  then  he  has  done  considerable  contract 
work  in  New  Haven,  sprinkling  the  streets  of  the 
city  for  twelve  years,  but  is  now  living  retired,  hav- 
ing by  years  of  activity  acquired  sufficient  capital  to 
enable  him  to  lay  aside  all  business  cares,  and  to 
spend  his  remaining  days  in  ease  and  quiet.  He  was 
always  a  wide-awake,  energetic  business  man,  gen- 
erally carrying  forward  to  successful  completion 
whatever  he  undertook.  His  success  in  life  has  not 
consisted  merely  in  amassing  worldly  possessions, 
but  in  doing  at  all  times  and  doing  well  the  duties, 
as  he  sees  them,  of  a  good  citizen.  Whatever  trust 
he  has  held,  has  served  only  to  bring  forth  the  noble 
qualities  of  the  man.  Plain  and  approachable,  suc- 
Cf 'S  has  not  changed  him  personally.  His  capital 
«n  life  when  he  began  the  struggle  consisted  only 
"S  nis  mechanical  skill  and  enersry,  with  which  equip- 
"j*!"^  he  has  won  a  position  of  affluence  and  respect- 
iuility,  and  although  his  business  affairs  have  de- 
manded much  of  his  time,  he  has  never  shirked  the 
c-i:ty  of  a  generous  citizen.  Mr.  Munson  is  a  well 
presen-rd  man,  in  mind  and  body.  He  has  retired 
at  an  ai.,'e  when  he  is  able  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  a 
busy  and  much  more  than  ordinarifv  successful  life. 
lie  has  a  pleasant  home  in  Hamden. 

Mr.  Nlunson  was  married.  May  16,  i860,  to 
Miss  Lottie  A.  Thomas,  a  native  of  New  Haven, 
born  Sept.  3,  1838,  daughter  of  Gen.  Amos  Thomas, 
a  promment  officer  in  the  Connecticut  State  militia. 
To  this  union  two  children  have  been  born :    Jennie 


A.  died  at  the  age  of  six  and  a  half  years.  Codie 
May,  bom  Feb.  21,  1870,  was  married  May  2,  1889, 
to  John  Orrin  Shares,  and  they  have  one  son,  Lester 
Munson,  born  Jan.  16,  1892.  They  reside  in  Ham- 
den with  our  subject.  Mr.  Shares  is  a  son  of 
Horace  P.  and  Charlotte  (Ives)  Shares,  and  is  a 
prominent  young  manufacturer  of  Cheshire  ;  in  1897 
he  represented  Hamden  in  the  Connecticut  Legis- 
lature, serving  as  clerk  of  the  committee  on  roads, 
rivers  and  bridges. 

In  political  sentiment  Mr.  Munson  is  a  staunch 
Republican,  and  has  served  his  town  as  selectman, 
and  in  1885  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a  member  of  Day  Sprint,^  Lodire,  No. 
30,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Hamden,  and  of  the  Knights  of 
Honor,  and  religiously  he  has  been  an  active  mem- 
ber of  Whitneyville  Congregational  Church  for  over 
twenty  years,  and  a  deacon  of  the  same  since  about 
1882.  He  is  a  man  of  exemplary  habits,  commend- 
able purpose  and  unbending  integrity,  and  in  all 
life's  relations  merits  the  confidence  which  is  so 
freely  accorded  him. 

WILLIAM  G.  GALLAGER,  Messenger  of  the 
United  States  Senate,  and  one  of  Meriden's  most 
respected  citizens,  was  born  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  Aug. 
9,  1846,  of  ancestors  who  were  among  the  earliest 
settlers  of  New  Jersey. 

Jacob  Gallager,  the  great-grandfather  of  Will- 
iam G.,  was  a  brave  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution and  lost  his  life  at  the  battle  of  Germantown. 
His  son,  Jacob  Gallager,  made  his  home  in  Philadel- 
phia, where  he  married  a  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  Durang, 
a  native  of  France,  who  had  come  to  the  United 
States  in  1767  and  later  joined  Gen.  LaFayette; 
during  the  Revolutionarv'  w-ar  he  accompanied  the 
army  as  surgeon.  The  Doctor's  two  sons,  Ferdi- 
nand and  Francis,  participated  in  the  war  of  1812, 
and  it  was  the  former  of  these,  Ferdinand  Durang, 
who  put  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  under  last- 
ing obligation  to  him,  for  he  was  the  talented  musi- 
cian who  set  to  music  the  "Star  Spangled  Banner." 

James  Gallager,  the  father  of  William  G.,  son 
of  Jacob,  and  grandson  of  Jacob  Gallager  and  Dr. 
Durang,  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood  and  learned  the  trade  of  cooper.  For 
the  most  part  he  was  self-educated,  but  during  his 
attendance  at  school  he  was  a  schoolmate;  of  Ed- 
win Forrest,  the  actor.  Later  Mr.  Gallager  became 
a  minister  in  the  Universalist  Church,  and  preached 
through  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey  and  Connecticut, 
while  in  Meriden  holding  his  services  in  Odd  Fel- 
lows Hall.  From  Meriden  he  removed  to  Hamilton, 
Butler  Co.,  Ohio,  and  preached  there  a  short  time, 
but  his  useful  career  was  ended  at  the  early  age  of 
forty-six  years :  his  remains  were  taken  back  to 
Newark  and  laid  beside  those  of  his  wife  in  Fair- 
mont cemetery.  His  death  deprived  the  world  of  a 
good  man  and  an  excellent  citizen,  who  fulfilled 
every  duty  of  life  in  a  most  exemplary  manner. 

Rev.  James  Gallager  married  for  his  first  wife 
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Frances  Oliver,  a  daug:hter  of  Rev.  D.  Oliver.  She 
died  in  1847.  To  this  union  four  children  were 
born:  Charles  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Tower 
&  Lyon,  Chamber  street,  N.  Y. ;  Leona  married  B. 
S.  Pelton,  of  ]Meriden,  and  is  now  deceased ;  Marie 
Louise  died  in  1896;  and  William  G.  is  our  subject. 
For  his  second  wife  James  Gallager  married  Jane 
Brown,  who  resided  with  our  subject,  and  died  at 
his  home ;  she  is  buried  in  West  cemetery. 

William  G.  Gallager  removed  to  Ohio  with  his 
father,  and  after  the  latter's  death  returned  to  Meri- 
den,  where  he  attended  the  common  schools,  much 
of  his  education  being  acquired  in  later  life.     At 
the  age  of  fourteen  years,  he  entered  the  Britannia 
shop  of  L   C.   Lewis,  and   worked  there   for  four 
years.    During  the  Civil  war,  although  still  a  youth, 
he  responded  to  the  call  for  defenders  of  the  flag, 
in  March,  1864,  enlisting  in  Company  F,  15th  Conn. 
V.  L,  under  Col.  Upham  and  Capt.  R.  Waterman. 
He  was  transferred  with  other  jecruits  to  the  7th 
Regiment,    and   his    discharge  bears   date   August, 
1865.     Previous  to  his  enlistment  Mr.  Gallager  had 
attempted  to  join  the  army  several  times,  but  was 
rejected  on   account   of   his  youth.      Returning  to 
work  in  the  shop,   for  eleven  years   Mr.   Gallager 
continued  in  the  metal  business,  and  then  opened  up 
a  business  of  his  own  in  partnership  with  George 
Pelton.     The  firm  conducted  same  successfully  for 
twenty  years,  dealing  in  meats  in  Meriden  and  vicin- 
ity, both  partners  gaining  the  high  regard  of  th€ 
community  on  account  of  honest  dealing.     In  1896 
Mr.  Gallager  retired  from  activity  in  the  business. 
Throughout  his  life  Mr.  Gallager  has  been  an 
active  Republican,  and  for  many  years  has  been  a 
hard  worker  for  the  Republican  party,  both  in  local 
and  national  affairs,  enjoying  the  full  confidence  of 
its  best  elements.     In  1896  he^  was  elected  to  the 
State  Legislature,  which  body  he  served  faithfully, 
being  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the   Putnam 
Memorial,  and  also  had  the  honor  of  presenting  the 
name  of  Senator  Piatt  for  his  fourth  term  in  the 
U.  S.  Senate,  to  which  he  was  unanimously  elected. 
In  1900  he  was  appointed  a  Messenger  of  the  United 
States  Senate,  which  position  he  fills  with  ability. 

In  1870  William  G.  Gallager  was  married_  in 
Meriden,  to  Clara  E.  Savage,  a  daughter  of  Elliott 
Savage,  and  to  this  union  six  children  have  been 
bom:  James  P.,  ,3.  civil  engineer,  resides  in  Okla- 
homa; he  married  Effa  Wickerson,  of  Meriden. 
Charles  Durang  is  engaged  in  the  meat  and  poultr\' 
business  ;  he  married  Lydia  McCormick,  of  Meriden, 
and  has  one  child,  William  Charles.  Elliott  Savage 
is  in  the  United  States  navy.  William  died  in  in- 
fancy. Leona  and  Horace  are  at  home.  Mrs. 
Gallager  possesses  both  domestic  and  social  graces ; 
she  is  prominently  identified  with  the  Woman's  Re- 
lief Corps.  Mr.  Gallager  is  a  member  and  past 
commander  of  Meriden  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  the  A.  O.  U. 
W.  The  religious  connection  of  the  family  is  with 
the  Universalist  Church.     Mr.  Gallager's  standing 


in  this  locality,  whether  in  social  or  business  cir- 
cles, is  high,  and  he  is  justly  regarded  as  a  truly 
representative  citizen. 

GEORGE  T.  BRADLEY  needs  no  introduction 
in  the  business  world  of  New  Haven.  As  a  mem- 
ber for  over  twenty  years  of  the  firm  of  Benedict 
&;  Co.,  coal  merchants,  and  in  other  important  com- 
mercial relations,  he  has  commanded  a  wide  ac- 
quaintanceship in  the  city,  and  his  reputation  is 
without  a  blemish.  Mr.  Bradley  has  sustained  the 
good  name  of  his  ancestors,  who  have  been  identi- 
fied with  New  Haven  for  many  generations.  We 
extract  the  following  from  a  paper  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  subject  proper  of  these  lines : 

"William  Bradley,  who  took  the  oath  of  fidelity 
in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  in  1644,  was  the  ancestor  of 
this  branch  of  the  Bradley  family.  Tradition,  con- 
firmed by  research,  according  to  the  Hon.  Charles 
W.  Bradley,  who  was  at  one  time  secretary  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  and  a  resident  of  New  Haven, 
states  that  William  Bradley  came  from  the  West 
Riding  of  Yorkshire,  England. 

"(I)  William  Bradley  married  Alice  Prichard, 
daughter  of  Roger  Prichard  of  Springfield,  Mass., 
and  Milford,  Conn.,  Feb.  18,  1645.  His  will  was 
recorded  in  the  New  Haven  Records,  Vol.  II,  page 
no.  He  died  probably  in  1690.  She  died,  as  it 
is  thought,  in  1692.  They  had  issue:  Joseph,  bap- 
tized Jan.  4,  1646,  died  Jan.,  1705;  Martha,  Oct., 
1648,  died  Jan.  9,  1707;  Abraham,  born  Oct.  24, 
1650,  died  Oct.  19,  1718;  Mary,  born  April  30.  1653, 
died  Oct.,  1724;  (II)  Benjamin,  bom  April  8,  1657, 

died  1728 ;  Esther,  bom  Sept.  29,  1659,  died ; 

Nathaniel,  born  Feb.  26,  1661,  died  Aug.  17,  1743; 
Sarah,  born  June  21,  1665.    - 

"(II)  Benjamin  Bradley,  called  sergeant,  mar- 
ried Elizaibeth,  daughter  of  John  Thompson,  of 
New  Haven,  Oct.  29,  1677.  She  died  Nov.  3,  1718. 
His  will  was  recorded  in  the  New  Haven  Probate 
Records  in  Vol.  V,  page  446.  Their  issue:  Eliza- 
beth, bora  Sept.  11,  1678;  Sarah,  bom  June  7,  1680; 
Hannah,  bom  April  18,  1682 ;  Susanna,  bom  July 
ID,  1684;  Mary,  born  April  15,  1687;  Benjamm, 
born  Oct.  I,  1692;  Desire,  born  'April  29,  1690; 
Abner,   bom   March   6,    1695;    (HI)    Caleb,   bom 

1700. 

"(Ill)  Caleb  Bradley  married  Dec.  30,  1731. 
Thankful  Gilbert,  of  New  Haven.  He  died  prob- 
ably in  1783.  Their  issue:  (IV)  Jonah,  bom  Oct. 
26  1732,  died  March  6,  1814;  Elizabeth,  born  May 
3/1737,  died  Feb.  8,   1815;  James,  born  Nov.  9, 

1739. 

"(IV)  Jonah  Bradley  married  Aug.  12,  1759, 
Rachel,  daughter  of  James  Atwater,  born  April 
26,  1737,  died  Oct.  2,  1809.  Their  issue:  Caleb, 
born  Julv  20,  1760;  Lvdia,  born  Dec.  29,  1761,  died 
Oct.  12,' 1847;  Phebe,  born  Jan.  9,  1764;  Esther; 
Huldah;  Betsey;  (V)  Justus,  born  Jan.  20,  1772, 
died  Dec.  28,  1857;  Sarah. 

"(V)    Justus  Bradley  married  April   12,   1797, 
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Saralj,  chui^htcr  of  Ezekiel  Hayes,  born  Dec.  28, 
I — ,  dial  March  5,  1837.  Their  issue:  Russell, 
1..  .rii  A|)ril  30,  1798;  Justus,  born  April  21,  iScx); 
M.iria.  born  May  5.  1802;  (\T)  George  Hayes,  born 
(.'it.  ?i.  1804,  died  Oct.  4,  1880;  Charles,  born  Xov. 
.•  iSiV);  Elizabeth  R.,  bom  Xov.  14,  1808;  William, 
}„,rn  July  20,  181 1;  Sarah  A.,  born  Feb.  26,  1814; 
|;inr  C'born  Sept.  28,  1816. 

■'(\T)  George  Hayes  Bradley  married.  Oct.  7, 
1S40,  Theodosia  F.,  daughter  of  Samuel  Daskam. 
'I'heir  issue:  Qiarles  Lewis,  Helen  Sophia,  (VH) 
(ieorge  Thomas,  Henry  Kelly,  Samuel  Justus, 
William  Francis." 

Of  these,  we  know  further  that  Justus  Bradley, 
grandfather  of  George  T.,  was  a  shoemaker  by 
trade.  George  Hayes  Bradley,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  lived  and  died  in  Xew  Haven.  He  was 
engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business  there  and  in 
Wilmington,  X.  C.,  in  partnership  with  his  brother 
Charles,  the  firm  name  being  G.  &  C.  Bradley,  and 
they  were  manufacturers  as  well  as  retailers.  They 
command'cd  a  large  trade  in  the  South.  ]\Ir.  Bradley 
was  an  Episcopalian  in  religious  connection,  and  a 
Democrat  in  politics.  His  wife,  who  survived  him 
a  number  of  years,  dying  ^larch  4,  1899.  was  a  sis- 
ter of  Col.  Samuel  Daskam,  of  X'orwalk,  Fairfield 
Co.,  Conn.,  and  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Samuel  Dask- 
am, who  conmianded  a  packet  plying  between  X'or- 
walk and  X'ew  York.  Her  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Lucretia  Fitch,  was  a  great-grandniece  of 
Thomas  Fitch,  who  was  governor  of  Connecticut 
from  1754  to  1766.  Her  grandfather  Daskam 
fought  in  the  Revolution. 

George  T.  Bradley  was  born  Oct.  15,  1845,  i" 
X'ew  Haven,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
city,  receiving  his  education  in  the  Washington 
school,  the  Webster  School  and  Dr.  Thomas'  Acad- 
emy, in  St.  John  street.  During  the  first  three  years 
of  his  business  life  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Daniel 
Trowbridge,  in  a  general  store,  and  continued  thus 
with  other  firms  for  seven  years  longer,  entering  the 
coal  business  in  1870,  in  the  office  of  H.  W.  Benedict 
&  Co.  On  March  22,  1878,  he  became  a  member 
of  what  is  now  the  firm  of  Benedict  &  Co.  This 
house  was  first  established  in  1833,  and  has  been  in 
active  business  ever  since,  though  the  name  has 
changed  several  times.  Mr.  Bradley  has  given  his 
attention  principally  to  the  interests  of  this  concern, 
but  he  has  been  prominently  connected  with  numer- 
ous important  bflsiness  enterprises  in  the  city  of  his 
residence,  and,  as  a  coal  merchant,  with  firms  in 
Xew  York  and  Philadelphia,  being  a  director  in 
the  Tradesman's  Xational  Bank:  the  Sterling  Coal 
Co..  nf  Philadelphia;  and  the  Powelton  Barge  Co.-, 
of   Xew  York. 

Chi  June  3,  1868,  Mr.  Bradley  married  Miss 
Emma  Minor.  Their  children  are  Milton  Hobart, 
Walter  Minor  and  Mabel  Daskam.  The  family  are 
Congregationalists  in  religious  connection.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  Republican.     Fraternally  he  unites  with 


Wooster  Lodge,  Xo.  79,  F.  &  A.  ^L ;  Ouinnipiac 
Lodge,  L  O.  O.  F. ;  the  Knights  of  Honor;  the 
Union  League ;  and  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution. 

The  ]\IiNOR  Family,  of  which  '\lvs.  George  T. 
Bradley  is  a  member,  was  founded  in  America  by 
Thomas  Alinor,  who  was  born  April  23,  1608,  in 
England,  and  came  to  Xew  England  in  1630,  with 
John  Winthrop's  company,  settling  at  I'equot.  He 
married  Grace  Palmer,  and  died  in  Stoningtou, 
Conn.,  Oct.  23,  1690. 

•  (H)  Capt.  John  Alinor,  son  of  Thomas,  moved 
to  Stratford,  Conn.,  and  married  Elizabeth  Booth, 
of  that  place.  He  was  born  in  1634,  and  died  in 
1719. 

(HI)  Ephraim  ]vIinor,  born  Oct.  24,  1675,  died 
Sept.  16,  1762.     He  married  Rebecca  Curtiss. 

(IV)  Timothy  Alinor,  son  of  Ephraim,  born  Dec. 
10,  1702,  died  Xov.,  1760.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Judson. 

(V)  Seth  !Minor,  son  of  Timothy,  born  X'ov.  23, 
1733,  died  Xov.  4,  1820.     He  married  Eunice  Root. 

(\T)  Adoniram  INIinor,  son  of  Seth,  was  born  in 
Woodbury,  Conn..  Dec.  3,  1763,  and  died  April  21, 
1847.     He  married  Patience  Mitchell. 

(VII)  Judson  Minor,  son  of  Adoniram,  was 
born  in  Woodbury  March  20,  1787,  and  died  Jan. 
19,    1876.     He  married  Electa  Way. 

(Vni)  Henry  Minor,  son  of  Judson,  was  born 
March  28,  1814,  in  Woodbury,  and  died  Oct.  12, 
1854,  in  Plymouth,  this  State.  He  married  Xancy 
Mather,  and  their  daughter  Emma,  who  was  born 
in  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.,  is  the  wife  of  George  T.  Brad- 
ley, of  New  Haven. 

The  Mather  Family,  from  which  ^Irs.  George 
T.  Bradley  is  descended  on  the  maternal  side,  was 
first  represented  in  Xew  England  bv  Rev.  Richard 
}vlather,  who  was  born  in  Lowton.  Winwick  Parish, 
of  Toxteth  Park,  in  1596,  and  married  Catherine, 
daughter  of  Edmund  Holt. 

(II)  Timothy  Mather,  born  in  1628  in  Liver- 
pool, England,  died  Jan.  14,  1684,  in  Dorchester, 
Mass.  He  married  Catherine,  daughter  of  ^lajor 
Gen.  Humphrey.  Atherton. 

(III)  Atherton  Mather,  born  Oct.  4,  1663,  died 
X'ov.  Q,   1734.     He  married  2\Iary  Lamb. 

(IV)  Richard  Mather,  born  April  2,  1708.  in 
Suffield,  Conn.,  died  at  Windsor.  He  married 
Louise  Burbank. 

(V)  Elihu  Mather,  born  in  Torrington  in  1741, 
died  there  Dec.  17,  1778.  The  name  of  his  wife  is 
not  given. 

(\1)  Richard  [Mather,  born  in  1767,  died  Oct. 
14,  1835.     He  married  Olive  Soper. 

(VII)  Florace  blather,  born  in  Torrington,  Dec. 
12.  1789,  died  in  Xew  Flaven  March  ir.  1867^  He 
marrietl  Martha  Bishop.  Their  daughter  Xancy, 
born  Jan.  8.  1816.  in  Torrington.  Conn.,  married 
Henry  Minor,  and  died  Aug.  23,  18S9,  in  Xew 
Haven. 


QV-' 


■'•Ah      :?, 


.'-■'■■■' 


..:jn!  !■'  :t{,  .■ 


1-'    'y.i^;<   . 


1    .'ri. 


ni  .(    ;v.,;'    .T' 


640 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


PLATT.  The  family  of  this  name  at  Water- 
bury  is  one  of  tho  oldest  in  Connecticut  and  among 
the  prominent  ones.  The  late  Alfred  Piatt  was  its 
head,  and  with  several  of  his  sons — the  late 
William  S.,  and  Clark  M.,  and  Alfred  L.,  of  Piatt's 
Mills — and  grandsons  in  turn,  figured  eminently  in 
the  industrial  life  of  the  city  for  a  hundred  years, 
and  through  the  inventive  genius  of  these  w'orthv 
citizens  great  profit  and  advantages  have  been  given 
to  Waterbury. 

Richard  Piatt,  the  progenitor  of  many  of  the 
New  England  Platts.  came  to  this  country' in  i(3'38, 
and  landed  at  Xew  Haven.  lie  owned  land  in  and 
around  Xew  Haven.  He  was  enrolled  among  the 
first  settlers  of  Milford,  Nov.  20,  1639,  bavmg  four 
in  family.  "He  had  probably  brought  with  him 
from,  England  his  children,  Mary,  John.  Isaac  and 
Sarah,  for  his  first  child  baptized  in  Milford.  by  the 
record,  was  Epenetus,  July  12,  1640.  Subsequently 
were  baptized  Hannah,  Oct.  i,  1643;  Josiah,  1645, 
and  Joseph  in  1649."  Richard  and  his  sons,  John 
and  Josiah,  are  recorded  among  the  original  pur- 
chasers and  proprietors  of  Xcwtown,  Conn.  But 
John  finally  went  to  Xorwalk,  Isaac  and  Epenetus 
to  Huntington,  L.  I.,  only  Josiah  and  Joseph  remain- 
ing in  ^Milford,  the  first  home  of  the  family. 

The  late  Alfred  Piatt,  of  Waterbury,  was  a 
descendant  of  Richard  Piatt,  of  Milford,  through 
one  of  the  sons  named.  The  X'ewtown  records 
show  that  Josiah  Piatt,  of  the  town  and  county  of 
New  Haven,  in  consideration  of  love  and  affection 
to  his  son  Josiah,  of  Xewtown,  willed  him  half  his 
land  on  Gelding  Hill  in  Xewtown,  Oct.  18,  1758. 
And  they  further  show  that  Josiah  Piatt  of  Milford, 
Conn.,  "in  consideration  of  love  and  good  will  which 
I  have  and  do  bear  unto  my  grandson,  Josiah  Piatt, 
of  Newtown,  Oct.  18,  1788"  willed  him  land  in 
Newtown.  John  Piatt,  of  Xewtown,  conveyed  land 
in  that  town  to  his  sons  Ebenezer  and  Moses,  in 
1741.  In  Xewtown  Records  (Vol.  VHI)  the  fol- 
lowing is  found:  "Josiah  Piatt  and  Sarah  Sanford 
were  joined  in  marriage  covenant  X^ov.  13,  1758- 
Children:  Hannah,  born  Oct.  3,  1759;  X'athan. 
born  March  3,  1761  ;  Isaac,  born  Dec.  24,  1762; 
Louisa,  born  May  28,  1765;  and  Jonas,  bom  Jan. 
II,  1770." 

Of  the  children  of  this  Josiah  and  Sarah  (San- 
ford) Piatt,  Xathan  Piatt,  bom  March  3,  1761,  was 
the  father  of  the^  late  Alfred  Piatt,  of  Waterbury. 
i'iathan  Piatt  and  his  brother  Isaac,  as  shown  by 
their  father's  will,  probated  in  Xew  Haven  county, 
and  bearing  date  of  1785.  were  given  lands  in  Water- 
bury. Xathan  was  twice  married,  marrying  (first) 
Euby  Smith,  of  Xewtown,  who  died  in  1829,  and 
(second)  in  1S29,  Cl-arlotte  Dickerman.  Xathan 
Piatt  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  He 
resided  in  Waterbury  many  years,  but  he  died  in 
Wallingford  in  1845,  aged  eighty-four  years.  His 
children  by  his  first  marriage  were:  Levi  S.,  Al- 
fred, Ely^  Almon,  Anna,  Leonard,  Sarah  and 
Martha. 


The  late  Alfred  Piatt,  of  Waterburv,  son  of  Xa- 
than and  Ruby  (Smith)  Piatt,  was  born  April  2,. 
1789,  in  Xewtown,  Conn.,  and  at  the  age  of  ten 
years  came  to  Waterbury  with  his  father,  who  set- 
tled on  the  river  at  a  point  afterwards  known  as 
Piatt's  Mills  (and  Plattsville).  He  studied  at  the 
school  in  Litchfield  of  which  James  Morris  was  the 
master  and  he  began  business  for  himself  at  the  age 
of  nineteen.  He  was  employed  for  a  time  in  a  saw- 
mill which  he  himself  built  near  his  father's  flour 
mill.  Later  he  was  engaged  in  traveling  through 
the  South  selling  the  old  Waterbury  wooden  clocks. 
He  became  au'  early  member  of  the  firm  of  "A. 
Benedict,"  which  was  formed  in  1823,  the  outgrowth 
of  a  business  begun  in  1812  bv  Air.  Benedict,  who 
then  began  the  manufacture  of  bone  and  ivory  but- 
tons, and  which  business  finally  resulted  in  the 
Benedict  &  Burnham  Manufacturing  Co.  'Mr.  Piatt 
was  the  first  man  in  Waterbury  who  manufactured 
brass  and  copper  wire.  For  several  years  he  made 
all  the  wire  used  by  the  Scovill  and  the  Benedict  & 
Burnham  manufacturing  companies  in  making  but- 
ton eyes.  Subsequently  he  disposed  of  his  interests 
in  the  Benedict  .&  Burnham  Alanufacturing  Co.,  and 
purchased  of  his  father  and  Gideon  Piatt,  the  mill 
and  the  water  power  of  Piatt's  Mills.  He  operated 
for  a  time  the  old  mill,  then  he  replaced  it  by  a  nevv/- 
one  wdiich  he  operated  as  long  as  he  lived.  Soon 
after  he  purchased  the  mill  he  devised  an  improved 
method  of  making  buckwheat  flour,  and  built  ma- 
chinery for  this  purpose,  obtaining  a  patent  on  the 
machinery  and  on  the  process  of  manufacture. 

On  Mr.  Piatt's  withdrawal  from  the  Benedict  & 
Burnham  Manufacturing  Co.,  he  began  manufactur- 
ing buttons  for  himself,  his  sons,  William  S.  and 
Clark  M.,  then  not  yet  of  age,  being  employed  in 
the  factory.  In  1847  a -partnership  was  entered 
into  between  the  father  and  the  sons,  under  the  firm 
name  of  A.  Piatt  &  Co.,  which  afterwards  became 
A.  Piatt  &  Sons.  The  business  grew  to  large  pro- 
portions during  the  father's  life  time,  and  the  com- 
pany, the  outgrowth  of  that  concern,  is  to-day  one 
of  the  most  prosperous  of  those  engaged  in  button 
making  in  Waterbury.  Alfred  Piatt  was  a  deacon 
in  the  Baptist  Church,  and  was  one  of  the  three  men 
who  gave  obligations  to  the  full  extent  of  their  prop- 
erty as  security  for  the  debt  incurred  in  building  the 
first  Baptist  meeting  house  in  the  center  of  the  town. 
On  June  8,  1814,  Mr.  Piatt  was  married  to  Irene, 
dauffhter  of  Hiram  Blackman,  of  Brookfield,  Conn., 
and  to  the  union  were  born  six  sons.  Mr.  Piatt 
died  Dec.  29,  1872,  and  Mrs.  Piatt  passed  away  Xov. 
2.  1863.     Their  children  were: 

(x)  Xirom  B.  Piatt  was  bom  Sept.  i,  1818,  at 
Piatt's  Mills,  and  in  boyhood  attended  the  then 
somewhat  famous  school  of  Amos  Smith  in  Xew 
Haven.  He  became  a  merchant,  was  a  man  of  ir- 
reproachable character,  strong  in  his  convictions  and 
a  devoted  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  mar- 
ried Sept.  17.  1840,  Eliza,  daughter  of  Wheeler 
Kirtland,  of  Woodbury,  Conn.,  and  their  seven  chil- 
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(lifM  wore:  Frances  E.,  widow  of  Charles  H.  Ru;- 
X.-11;  Mar},'arct  P.,  wife  of  Wilson  S.  llsborn  ;  Ida 
K..'witc  of  Lewis  E.  Perkins;  Willard  W. ;  and 
tiirre  who  died  in  childhood.  Xirom  B.  I'latt  died 
«  Ki.  14.  'S63. 

(  J)  Charles  S.  Piatt  was  born  July  30,  1820,  and 
,M  Sept.  4,  1861.  married  Mary  }A.  Tobey.  He  re- 
n;.ived  to  western  Massachusetts,  and  died  Feb.  5, 

(3)  William  S.  Piatt  was  born  Jan.  27,  1822, 
;iiid  died  March  2y,  1886.  He  was  educated  in  the 
i.iininon  schools,  at  the  Waterbury  Academy,  and 
at  a  school  of  high  grade  in  Xew  Haven,  taught  by 
.\iiios  Smith,  where  he  was  greatly  interested  in 
physics  and  chemistry,  and  also  became  fascinated 
with  mechanical  engineering.  He  had  acquired, 
before  reaching  his  majority,  the  art  of  rolling  sheet 
zinc,  and  was  the  first  to  produce  it  successfully  in 
Waterbury.  He  had  also  invented  and  constructed 
machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  buttons  from  the 
same,  and  for  the  manufacture  of  seamless  zinc  tub- 
ing. In  1847  lis  entered  into  partnership  with  his 
lather  and  his  brother,  Clark  M.  Piatt,  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  metallic  buttons,  and  in  1876  the  Piatt 
Drothers  &  Co.  was  incorporated  with  a  capital  of 
?3o,ooo.  Of  this  company  William  S.  Piatt  was 
clu''-en  president,  and  Clark  M.  Piatt,  secretary  and 
trea-urer.  At  the  same  time  the  Patent  Button 
Co.  was  formed  and  incorporated,  and  consisted  for 
tile  moi^t  part  of  the  same  stockholders,  but  included 
representatives  of  Porter  Bros.  &  Co.  Both  of  these 
l)ranches  of  business  were  eminently  successful — a 
fact  which  was  due  largely  to  the  ingenious  ma- 
chinery which  Mr.  Piatt  was  constantly  inventing. 
There  is  probably  no  place  in  the  X'augatuck  Valley 
in  which  the  triumphs  of  inventive  skill  are  better 
illustrated  than  in  the  button  factories  of  the  Piatt 
Brothers  &  Co.  ]\Ir.  Piatt,  as  referred  to  in  the 
sketch  of  his  father,  had  been  associated  with  him 
in  business  beginning  back  in  1847.  "He  was  a 
man  of  strong  marked  traits,  among  which  were  ab- 
solute independence  and  self-reliance,  great  power 
of  abstraction,  and  a  mind  which  could  not  cease 
from  efifort  until  the  problem  before  it  was  solved. 
He  was  an  original  investigator  in  questions  of  phy- 
sical science,  psychology  and  theology.  In  relig- 
ious matters,  especially,  he  met  every  question  fairly, 
I'fit  dismissing  it  from  his  mind  until  it  was  solved 
by  patient  and  thorough  investigation.  His  success 
in  business  brought  him  considerable  wealth,  but  it 
\\as  apparent  not  in  any  change  in  his  style  of  life, 
but  in  the  increase  of  his  benevolence.  He  was  a 
deacon  in  the  Baptist  Church  at  the  time  of  his 
•  •cath,  and  had  been  for  manv  years  its  largest  bene- 
lactor."'  On  Oct.  i,  1844,  .Air.  Piatt  was  married  to 
t  aniline,  daughter  of  William  and  Alma  (  Porter) 
'rt'ii.  who  after  the  death  of  her  parents,  lived  in 
tile  tamily  of  Deacon  Timothv  Porter,  her  mother's 
''rotlur.  The  children  born  to  this  marriage  who 
readied  niaturitv  are:     Irving  G.    (born  June   18, 
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i860,  who  died  Dec.  6.  1896),  Helen  I.  (Mrs.  Wal- 
lace H.  Campj  and  Caroline  A. 

(4)  Clark  M.  Piatt  was  born  Jan.  i,  1824.  In 
boyhood  he  entered  his  father's  shop  and  i)egan 
learning  the  button  manufacturing  business.  Be- 
fore reaching  his  majority,  however,  he  dropped 
out  for  a  time,  and  for  a  year  was  in  attendance  at 
the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  in  Sutfield.  After 
this  he  returned  to  his  father's  factory  and  resumed 
his  business,  which  he  continued  to  follow  through 
life.  As  stated  in  the  preceding  sketch  of  his  fa- 
ther he  joined  him  in  business  in  1847.  and  was 
connected  with  the  business  through  the  several 
changes  indicated  in  the  sketches  of  father  and 
brother,  and  with  them  built  up  the  extensive  and 
successful  business  still  carried  on  under  the  Plat: 
name.  Like  his  father  and  brother,  Mr.  Piatt  was 
a  successful  inventor,  and  obtained  patents  on  a 
number  of  inventions  which  aided  in  the  success  of 
their  business.  On  May  20,  1846,  Mr.  Piatt  was 
married  to  Miss  Amelia  M.,  daughter  of  Selden 
Lewis,  of  Naugatuck,  and  to  them  were  born  chil- 
dren as  follows :  Bertha  Lewis,  now  ^Nlrs.  Jay  H. 
Hart,  of  Waterbury;  Lewis  Alfred  and  Edward 
Legrand,  both  of  whom  died  in  childhood ;  and 
Lewis  Alfred  (2),  now  secretary  of  Piatt  Bros.  & 
Co.       Clark  M.  Piatt  died  Dec.  20,  1900. 

(5)  Alfred  Legrand  Piatt  was  born  June  i,  1825, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Water- 
bury and  Xew  Haven.  Like  his  father  and  brothers 
he,  too,  learned  the  art  of  manufacturing  buttons, 
and  in  his  earlier  manhood  was  so  occupied  in  X'ew- 
town,  Conn.,  and  Leominster,  Mass.  Returning  to 
Waterbury  in  1861  he  took  up  his  residence  at  Piatt's 
Mills,  where  he  was  engaged  with  his  father  in  the 
milling  business.  In  1863  he  assumed  charge  of 
the  distribution  of  the  mill  products  and  worked  up 
a  large  demand  for  them.  In  1876  he  organized 
the  Piatt  Mill  Co.,  of  which  he  was  principal  owner 
and  director.  In  1882  they  erected  an  elevator  in 
Waterbury  with  a  capacity  for  60,000  bushels  of 
grain.  A  storehouse  is  also  maintained  in  X'auga- 
tuck.  He,  with  his  son,  Alfred  S.  Piatt,  and  Oliver 
G.  Camp,  leased  the  flour  mill  which  they  sold  to 
Piatt  Bros.  &  Co.  in  1892,  and  conducted  a  flour 
and  feed  business  at  Piatt's  ]\lills  and  in  the  citv  of 
Waterbury  and  town  of  Xaugatuck.  On  Feb.  6, 
1895,  the  mill  was  destroyed  by  fire,  after  which 
they  continued  the  business  in  Waterbury  and 
Xaugatuck,  On  July  28,  1847.  2\Ir.  Piatt  married 
Sarah  Ann  Sherman,  who  was  born  Feb.  10,  1827. 
in  Danbury,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Oman  and  Clara 
(Lake)  Sherman,  farming  people  in  the  town  of 
Danbury,  Her  father  was  born  Dec.  10,  1795.  aiul 
died  Dec.  5,  1864;  her  mother  was  born  Marcli  22, 
1796.  and  died  Feb.  28,  1861.  Mrs.  Piatt  died  S'-pt. 
5.  1898,  surviring  her  husband,  who  passed  away 
Aug.  II,  1896.  Two  children  came  to  .Mr.  aiuI 
Mrs.  Piatt,  Sarah  Jane  and  Alfred  Sherman.  The 
daughter,  born  Jan.  8,  1849,  ^^'a*  married  May  10, 
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1870,  to    Jarcd    P.  King,  a  carpenter    of    Water- 
bury. 

;6)  Seahury  15,  Piatt  was  born  Oct.  5,  1828,  in 
the  town  of  W'aterbury.  He  was  a  student  at  Yale 
in  the  class-  of  1852,  but  owinc:  to  ill  health  aban- 
doned his  college  course  during  his  junior  vear.  In 
1861  he  became  a  student  of  law  in  the  office  of  J. 
W.  Webster,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  ^lay, 
1864.  In  June  of  that  year  he  located  at  Birming- 
ham, Conn.,  and  there  became  judge  of  the  borough 
court.     He  died  at  Derby,  Conn..  Aug.  12,  1895. 

Alfred  S.  Pl.vtt,  whose  standing  among  the 
business  men  of  W'aterbury  is  of  the  very  best,  was 
born  in  Newtown,  Conn..  Xov.  12,  1854,  a  son  of  Al- 
fred Legrand  Piatt.  He  was  between  six  and  seven 
years  of  age  when  his  parents  removed  to  Water- 
bury,  and  there  he  grew  to  maturity.  The  public 
schools  and  the  business  college  of  Xew  Haven  af- 
forded him  his  education,  and  he  was  ready  early  in 
his  life  to  learn  the  miller's  trade  under  his  father's 
instructions,  in  the  mill  which  that  gentleman  owned 
and  operated.  [Nlr.  Piatt  grew  up  in  the  business, 
working  with  his  father  until  the  latter's  death,  and 
there  is  not  a  detail  in  the  practical  working  of  the 
mill  which  he  does  not  know  by  personal  experience. 
When  a  joint  stock  company  was  formed  in  1876, 
Mr.  Piatt  was  one  of  the  stockholders.  After  the 
■  death  of  the  elder  Piatt,  he  joined  with  O.  G.  Camp. 
and  bought  out  all  the  other  interests,  they  becoming 
the  sole  owners  of  the  property.  They  are  known 
as  the  Piatt  !Mill  Co.,  and  transact  a  large  business. 

Mr.  Piatt  and  Miss  Eugenie  A.  Xettleton  were 
married  Dec.  18,  1876.  Mrs.  Piatt  was  born  in 
Naugatuck,  Conn.,  Feb.  20,  1854.  a  daughter  of 
Clark  Xettleton.  One  child  has  blessed  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Piatt,  Alice  E.,  born  Oct.  7,  1877. 
Mr.  Piatt  is  a  Republican.  Fraternally  'ne  belongs 
to  Townsend  Lodge,  Xo.  89.  Ansantawae  Encamp- 
ment, Xo.  20,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  others.  Their  home  is 
at  Piatt's  Alills,  three  miles  south  of  Waterbury 
Center.  They  are  all  highly  respected  members  of 
society,  and*  are  regarded  as  among  the  best  people 
of  the  city. 

DEXTER  OSWIX  DOOLITTLE,  general 
farmer  and  fruit  grower,  and  one  of  the  highly  re- 
spected citizens  of  Wallingford,  was  born  on  the 
homestead,  on  the  old  Xew^  Haven  road,  in  the  town 
of  Wallingford,  Jan.  8,  1847.  ^I^-  Doolittle  is  a 
lineal  descendant  of  Abraham  Doolittle,  the  first  of 
that  name  in  Wallingford.  who  was  also  one  of  the 
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first  settlers. 

Alfred  Doolittle.  the  grandfather  of  Dexter  O. 
Doolittle.  was  a  native  of  Wallingford.  and  was  a 
son  of  Joel  Doolittle.  an  extensive  farmer  of  the 
same  place.  Alfred  Doolittle  was  a  man  of  educa- 
tion for  that  time,  and  taught  school  for  a  number 
of  years,  and  at  one  time  was  the  principal  of  the 
Wallingford  Academy,  many  of  the  older  residents 
having  received  instruction  from  him.  His  estate 
consisted  of  a  large  tract  of  land,  on  the  old  Xew 


Haven  road,  where  he  carried  on  general  farming. 
A  Democrat  of  the  old  Democracy,  he  upheld  it's 
principles,  and  was  a  man  in  every  way  estimable. 
He  died  of  pneumonia,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-nine  years,  in  Wallingford  on  the  old  home- 
stead where  he  was  born.  Alfred  Doolittle  married 
Lois  Dayton,  of  Xorth  Haven,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  three  children :  Oswin,  who  graduated 
from  Yale  College  and  was  a  prominent  lawyer; 
Jonathan  Edward,  the  father  of  our  subject;  and 
Lucy,  the  widow  of  Henry  B.  Fowler,  a  resident  of 
Wallingford.  The  mother  of  these  children  died 
in  Xorth  Haven,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four,  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Jonathan  Edward  Doolittle  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead  and  attended  the  schools  in  Wallingford, 
and  later  went  through  Yale  College  and  graduated 
from  the  medical  department,  beginning  his  practice 
in  Wallingford,  but  his  promising  career  was  cut 
short  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-two,  from  an  att."ci< 
of  pneumonia  which  no  skill  could  cure.  His  death, 
in  1852,  was  a  great  loss  to  the  community.  In  his 
profession,  he  was  one  of  the  rising  men,  and  he 
was  a  man  of  such  pronounced  temperance  prin- 
ciples, that  the  workers  in  that  cause  felt  almost 
bereft.  As  early  as  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  had 
bravely  upheld  his  views,  and  during  life  lectured 
in  its  behalf. 

Dr.  Doolittle  was  married  in  1845,  to  Elizabeth 
Hull,  of  X^orth  Farms,  a  sister  of  the  well-known 
Deacon  Samuel  and  Colonel  Henry  Hull,  of  X'orth 
Farms,  and  to  this  union  two  children  were  born : 
Dexter  Oswin ;  and  Jonathan  Forestus,  who  died  in 
1864.  from  lockjaw,  caused  by  getting  his  hand 
crushed  in  a  sorgfhum  mill.  The  mother  married, 
second,  Horace  Smith,  of  Wallingford,  who  died  in 
1891.  Mrs.  Smith  resides  with  her  son,  on  the  old 
homestead,  and  is  a  valued  and  consistent  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Dexter  Oswin  Doolittle  attended  the  district 
schools  of  Wallingford  and  Xorth  Haven,  and  also 
had  other  educational  advantages.  He  remained 
with  his  mother  until  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  at 
which  time  he  went  to  X'augatuck,  where  he  was 
engaged  as  clerk  for  F.  S.  Andrews,  remaining  at 
a  salary  of  S8  per  month,  for  the  first  year,  and 
steadilv  advancing  until  he  became  a  confidential 
clerk  at  increased  salary.  He  then  operated  a  store 
of  his  own,  but  finally  sold  out  and  returned  to  the 
farm  where  he  has  ever  since  remained  engaged  in 
general  farming,  market-gardening  and  peach  grow- 
ing. Here  Mr.  Doolittle  has  a  fine  farm  of  100 
acres  which  yields  abundantly,  and  here  he  has 
erected  a  new  house  and  made  many  improvements. 
Industrious  and  persevering.  Mr.  Doolittle  has  not 
yet  exhausted  the  possibilities  of  his  fertile  farm. 

In  1868.  Mr.  Doolittle  was  married  to  Hattie 
Elizabeth  Palmer,  of  Xaugatuck.  who  was  bnrn  in 
Sharon,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Liberty  Palmer,  and 
four  children  have  been  born  of  this  union  :  Lillian 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Elbert  Twing,  of  Walling- 
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ford ;  Minnie  Aluiiia,  wlio  married  William  Burk, 
of  Walliiigford;  Jonathan,  who  in  infancy  met  his 
death  from  scalding;  and  Samuel  Walter,  a  bright 
promising  young  man,  who  died  Feb.  3,  190 r,  after 
an  illness  of  one  day  from  pneumonia.  Sir.  Doo- 
little  has  taken  an  interest,  as  does  every  good  citi- 
zen, in  public  affairs,  but  is  no  office  seeker.  An 
independent  Democrat,  he  uses  his  judgment  in  as- 
sisting candidates  to  office,  and  sets  an  example  of 
temperance  and  morality,  in  his  neighborhood.  For 
many  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Advent 
Church,  and  started  out  as  an  Evangelist  in  1890, 
his  sincerity  and  his  neighborly  kindness  causing 
him  to  be  liighly  esteemed  and  thoroughly  respected 
through  Wallingford. 

ISAAC  EDWIX  MANSFIELD  is  one  of  the 
most  extensive  farmers  and  substantial  citizens  of 
North  Haven,  as  well  as  a  worthy  representative  of 
a  family  which  settled  in  this  part  of  New  Haven 
county  as  early  as  1639.  Richard  Mansfield  was 
the  ancestor  of  the  family,  which  had  its  origin  in 
England,  and  has  now  nimierous  descendants 
through  almost  all  the  states  of  the  Union.  He 
owned  town  property  in  New  Haven,  and  land  at 
East  Farms  some  four  miles  from  New  Haven  where 
he  lived  from  1641  until  his  decease,  Jan.  10,  1655. 
In  1657  his  widow  married  Alexander  Field;  she 
was  the  owner  of  part  of  the  land  upon  which  Yale 
College  now  stands,  which  was  inherited  by  her 
second  son,  Moses. 

Joseph  Alansfield,  son  of  Richard,  was  probably 
born  in  England.  He  took  the  freeman's  oath,  Feb. 
8,  1657,  and  died  in  1692.  His  children  were: 
Mary,  Martha,  }vlercy.  Silence,  Elizabeth,  Comfort, 
John.  Joseph,  Ebenezer  and  Japhet,  the  last  three 
of  whom  lived  at  "^Mansfield  Farms."  Of  this  fam- 
ily Joseph  (II)  was  the  direct  ancestor  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  the  others  also  becoming  con- 
nected in  marriage  with  the  other  old  and  promi- 
nent families. 

The  children  born  to  Joseph  ^Mansfield  (II) 
were:  Mary,  Lydia,  John,  Elizabeth,  Joseph  (III), 
Amos,  Josiah,  Abigail,  Thomas  and  Ebenezer. 

The  line  falls  on  Joseph  Alansfield  (HI),  whose 
children  were :  Dan :  Titus,  who  lived  at  INIansfield 
Farms :  Capt.  Joseph  of  the  Revolutionary  Army ; 
and  Phoebe. 

The  children  of  Titus  Mansfield  were:  Eben- 
ezer, Enos.  Hannah,  Richard.  Mabel,  Titus,  Jesse, 
Mabel,  Lemuel,  Joel  and  Mary. 

Ebenezer  Mansfield,  son  of  Titus,  served  in  the 
Revolution,  and  was  present  at  the  hanging  of 
Major  Andre.  He  preserved  as  one  of  his  treas- 
ures, a  silver  dollar  g-iven  to  him  by  Lady  Washing- 
ton for  making  a  milking  stool  for  her.  liis  chil- 
dren were:  Rhoda.  Sally,  Mabel,  Ebenezer,  John 
Lewis  and  Mary. 

Ebenezer  Man.^Selfl,  son  of  Ebenezer,  was  born 
Jan.  23,  1791,  and  died  in  1865.  He  was  a  farmer, 
snd  his  residence  was  on  State  street,  in  the  town 


of  Flamden,  where  he  erected  the  house  lately  occu- 
pied by  Lyman  Bassett.  His  wife  was  Laura  Stiles, 
who  was  born  in  1787,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  C.  Stiles. 
Their  children  were:  Isaac,  who  married  Maria 
Hitchcock  and  lived  in  Morris,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y. ; 
Ethvin  Lewis;  ]\Iary  Elizabeth;  Laura  Louisa; 
Eunice,  who  married  Edward  Johnson ;  and  Laura. 

Edwin  Lewis  ^lansfield  was  born  ]May  18,  1817, 
in  the  home  on  State  street,  and  had  but  limited  edu- 
cational advantages.  Leaving  home  when  but  a  lad, 
he  endeavored  to  assist  his  parents,  working  for 
some  time  for  Major  Elias  Bishop,  for  whom  Bisliop 
Gate  was  named,  and  from  his  small  wages  always 
managed  to  give  some  to  his  parents.  When  other 
lads  of  his  age  were  at  healthful  play,  he  was  plow- 
ing, picking  stones,  clearing  out  brush,  or  doing 
chores,  early  enduring  the  pangs  of  poverty.  One 
incident  he  was  fond  of  relating,  was  of  a  time  when 
a  penny  would  have  given  him  much  happiness.  A 
fishing  party  was  proposed,  but  as  he  had  neither 
hook  nor  line,  nor  money  to  purchase  either,  he  re- 
solved to  apply  to  Deacon  Blakeslee,  who  kept  a 
small  store  in  the  vicinity.  Not  doubting  the  child's 
honesty,  the  worthv  deacon  thought  to  teach  him  a 
lesson,  and  instead  of  trusting  him  for  the  penny 
hook,  he  said.  "Earn  the  penny  first,  get  the  hook 
later,"  and  although  no  doubt  this  was  a  great  afflic- 
tion, Mr.  JNIansfield  said  he  had  always  remembered 
that  advice  and  followed  it  through  life.  The  per- 
severance and  honesty  of  the  boy  received  its  re- 
ward, for  he  found  employment  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  when  older  learned  brick-making,  after 
the  methods  of  those  days,  working  faithfully  at  this 
until  he  became  the  proprietor  of  a  brick  business 
of  his  own.  For  twenty  summers  he  worked  in 
this  line,  becoming  a  molder  and  receiving  good 
wages.  Disposing  of  his.  brick  interests  in  North 
Haven,  in  connection  with  Franklin  Shepherd,  he 
engaged  in  the  business  in  Berlin,  where  he  re- 
mained for  several  years,  in  the  meantime  pur- 
chasing from  Riah  Bishop,  in  the  fall  of  1843,  the 
old  home  and  the  farm  now  occupied  bv  his  son. 
His  parents"  last  days  were  passed  in  his  home,  and 
when  he  was  readv  to  retire  from  active  work  in  the 
brick  business,  he  came  back  to  the  old  place,  which 
was  then  his  own,  and  spent  his  last  davs  in  farm- 
ing. He  passed  away  Sept.  8,  1888.  His  wife  was 
Polly  Content  Bishop,  a  daughter  of  Riah  and  Con- 
tent (Blakeslee)  Bishop,  and  she  still  survives. 
(See  descendants  of  Lieut.  Gov.  James  Bishop,  of 
New  Haven  Colony.)  The  children  born  to  her 
were:  Marv  .\urelia,  born  in  1844,  married  on  Nov. 
30.  1864.  to  Hubbard  Bradley  and  upon  his  death 
to  William  H.  Doolittle ;  and  Isaac  Edwin. 

Isaac  Edwin  Mansfield  was  born  in  the  old  home 
where  his  beloved  mother  now  lives,  on  Thanksgiv- 
ing Day.  Nov.  28.  1850.  His  educational  advant- 
ages were  excellent,  comprising  a  course  throug'n 
the  district  school,  this  being  supi)lementcd  by  sev- 
eral terms  at  North  Haven  Academy  and  a  private 
school  at  Mt.  Carmel,  kept  by  Mrs.  Mary  Dicker- 
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man.  After  leaving  school  he  engaged  in  teach- 
ing for  two  or  three  years  in  Xorth  Haven,  in  dis- 
tricts Xos.  7  and  8.  but  later  returned  to  assist  his 
father  on  the  farm,  at  the  latter's  decease  taking  en- 
tire charge  of  it.  He  has  added  land  until  now  the 
estate  comprises  more  than  loo  acres,  and  is  a  credit 
to  New  Haven  county. 

Mr.  Manstiekl  was  married  May  28.  1874,  to 
Mary  D.  Shepherd,  a  native  of  Xorth  Haven,  and  a 
daughter  of  Franklin  and  Sarah  (Mansfield)  Shep- 
herd, the  former  of  whom  was  one  of  the  largest 
brick  manufacturers  of  Xorth  Haven.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  this  union  were:  (i)  Irving  Holmes, 
born  in  1875,  lives  near  Mansfield  Bridge  in  Xorth 
Haven  ;  he  married  Josephine  ^l.  Zuber,  and  has  two 
children,  Leslie  A.,  and  Albert  Irving.  (2)  Edith 
Laura,  born  in  1877,  married  Albert  B.  Brockett,  a 
farmer  in  Xorth  Haven,  and  has  two  children,  War- 
ren E.  and'  X'ewton  Eli.  (  3  )  Edwin  Shepherd,  born 
in  1880,  resides  on  the  farm  with  his  father:  he  mar- 
ried Lena  Mae  Xickloy.  In  politics  ^Ir.  ^Mansfield  is 
a  Democrat,  and  has  efficiently  served  his  town  on 
the  board  of  selectmen,  for  two  years,  being  an  as- 
sociate with  Capt-  Cyrus  Cheney,  and  has  been  on 
the  board  of  relief.  The  family  was  reared  in  the 
faith  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has  been 
a  vestryman,  and  of  which  his  wife  is  also  a  com- 
municant. Among  the  representative  men  of  this 
section,  Mr.  [Mansfield  takes  a  pride  in  his  ancestry, 
and  sustains  the  family  reputation  for  integrity  and 
a  high  order  of  citizenship. 

EDWARDS  DOOLITTLE  SHELDOX  is  the 
elder  of  the  Sheldon  Brothers,  proprietors  of  the 
"Sheldorr  House"  and  cottages,  a  popular  summer 
resort  at  Pine  Orchard.  Conn.  He  comes  of  a 
family  who  have  been  identified  with  the  State  of 
Connecticut  for  the  past  two  hundred  and  fifty  years. 

Isaac  Sheldon,  the  founder  of  the  family  of 
Sheldon  in  Connecticut  of  whom  we  write,  was  born 
about  the  year  1629,  probably  in  England.  Is  first 
in  Windsor,  Conn.,  165 1-2.  Married  Mary  Wood- 
ford in  1654,  and  became  a  first  settler  of  Xorthamp- 
ton,  Mass.,  where  all  of  his  children  were  born.  A 
son,  Thomas,  born  in  i66r,  married  Marv  Hinsdale, 
and  settled  in  Suffield :  they  had  eight  children.  A 
son,  (Capt.)  Josiah,  born  169s.  married  May  30, 
1721,  Anne  Stanley,  daughter  of  Caleb  Stanley,  of 
Hartford,  Conn.,  and  their  children  were:  Dan, 
born  Feb.  2,  1725  ;  Asher.  born  X'ov.  16,  1728 :  Anne, 
born  Dec.  28,  1730,  died  Feb.  11,  1731  ;  Anne  (2), 
born  June  28,  1732 :  Ruth,  born  Sept.  4,  1736.  Dan 
marriedi  Susanna  Kincr.  and  their  children  were 
Susanna,  Charity,  Charles.  Hiram.  All  died  leaving 
no  heirs.  [The  above  information  was  furnished 
by  Hezekiah  S.  Sheldon,  of  West  Suffield,  Conn., 
and  W.  L.  Loomis,  town  clerk  of  Suffield,  Con- 
necticut.] 

Asher  Sheldon,  born  X'ov.  16.  1728,  was  the  first 
of  the  name  in  Bran  ford.  Conn.,  where  he  purchased 
land  in  175 — ;  he  was  by  trade  a  hatter.     On  Aug. 


22,  1 75 1,  he  married  Wealthea  Ann  Steele,  and  their 
children  were:  Wealthea,  born  Sept.  5,  1753,  died 
Xov.  2,  1753;  Asher,  born  Jan.  30,  1756,  baptized 
heb.  I,  1756;  Wealthea,  born  [March  17,  1758,  bap- 
tized March  26,  1758;  Daniel,  born  Xov.  11,  1760, 
baptized  Xov.  16,  1760:  Rcswell,  born  June  28,  176^^ 
baptized  July  3,  1763;  Mary,  born  April  15.  1766,' 
l-.aptized  April  20,  1766,  died  aged  ninety-one  vears,. 
ten  months  and  twenty-four  "davs ;  Abigail,' born 
-Xov.  28,  1771,  baptized  Dec.  i,  1771.  Asher  Shel- 
don born  Xov.  16,  1728,  baptized  Xov.  17,  1728,. 
died  Feb.  19,  1794.  Wealthea,  his  wife,  died  March 
13,  1772. 

Asher  Sheldon,  Jr.,  born  Jan.  30,  1756,  married,. 
March  25,  1778.  Hannah  Rogers,  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel Rogers,  a  direct  descendant  of  Thomas  Rogers, 
ninth  signer  of  the  Mayflower  compact.  They  had 
one  son,  Jerry,  born  Feb.  17,  1779.  Asher  Sheldoji, 
Jr.,  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  in  1775,  and 
the  following  is  a  certified  record  of  said  service: 
'•Enlisted  July  11,  1775,  in  Second  Companv.  Capt. 
Street  Hall,  Seventh  Regiment,  Col.  Charles  Webb, 
Commanding  Continental  Troop.  Discharged  Dec. 
-o.  1775-  Their  regiment  was  raised  by  order  of 
the  Assembly  at  the  July  Session,  1775.  Recruited 
in  Fairfield  county,  Litchfield  and  Xew^  Haven  coun- 
ties. Its  companies  were  stationed  at  various  points 
along  the  Sound  until  September  14,  when,  on  re- 
quisition from  Washington,  the  regiment  was  or- 
dered to  the  Boston  camp.  Then  it  was  assigned  to 
General  Sullivan's  brigade,  on  Winter  Hill,  at  the 
left  of  besieging  line,  and  remained  until  the  expira- 
tion term  of  service  in  December,  1775.  Adopted 
as  a  Continental."  Asher,  Jr.,  died  April  2j.  1780, 
and  his  widow,  Hannah,  afterward  married  Ira 
Zacheus  BaldAvin ;  their  children  were — Betsev, 
Ammi  and  Timothy. 

Jerry  Sheldon,  born  Feb.  17,  1779,  married  Caty 
Lanfair.  June  29,  1801.  and  died  Xov.  30,  1870,  aged 
ninety-one  years,  nine  months  and  thirteen  davs. 
Caty,  his  wife,  died  Feb.  29,  1864,  aged  eighty-six; 
she  was  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Oliver  Lanfair  (wdio 
died  May  7,  1812,  aged  sixty-three  years)  and 
Phoebe  L.  (Rogers),  his  wife  (who  died  Dec.  14. 
1847,  aged  ninety-three  years,  seven  months  and 
thirteen  days).  Mrs.  Phoebe  (Rogers)  Lanfair  was 
a  daughter  of  Daniel  Rogers,  brother  of  Samuel. 
Capt.  Lanfair  was  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and 
the  record:  of  his  services  is  the  same  as  that  of 
.Asher  Sheldon,  Jr.  The  children  of  Oliver  and 
Phoebe  L.  were  Oliver  Jr.,  Caty,  Sophia  and 
Horace.  Following  are  the  children  of  Jerry  and 
Caty  Sheldon  :  (  i  )  Saphronie,  born  March  i,  1802, 
married  James  Burton,  of  Xew  Haven,  and  their 
children  were  Mary,  James,  Aaron  and  Catherine. 
(2)  Truman,  born  May  17,  1803,  is  mentioned  be- 
low. (3)  Xicholas,  born  Oct.  15,  1804,  married 
Susan  Xorvil.  of  Goshen,  Conn.,  and  their  children 
w^ere  !Mary  (died  young).  X'ewton.  Lena  and  Eulius. 
(4)  Austin,  born  June  20.  1806,  married  Julia  .\nn 
Tuttle,  of  Bristol,  Conn.     (5)   Wilson,  born  April 
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•9,  1808,  married  a  Miss  ^[athe\v3  of  Bristol,  Conn.,   } 
and  tlicir  children  were  Mars::aret,  Enielinc,  Xancy   1 
and  Orlando,  the  last  named  a  member  of  the   ist 
Connecticnt  Artillery.      (6)  Apollas,  born  May  .14,   j 
1810.      (7)  r.etsey,  born  Jan.  15,  1813,  married  Har-   | 
vev  Frisbie,  Sept.   15.   1834,  and  her  children  were   I 
Cornelia  and  Henry  Leonard  (twins),  the  latter  of 
wlunn  .'^erved  as  a  soldier  from  Illinois  ;  Elizabeth ; 
Caroline ;  fohn  Rofjers.  who  served  in  the  Civil  war,    ! 
and  was  killed  at  IMurfreesboro,  Tenn. :  and  Sarah 
Jane.      (8)    Asher,   born   March    12.    1S14,   married 
Sarah   I'.unnell.  of   Middletown,   Conn.     One  child 
died  young'.    His  second  wife  was  Jane  Doolittle,  of 
Middletown,  Conn.,  and  their  children  were  Walter 
and  George,      (q)  Wealthean,  born  March  13,  1816, 
married  Seth  Peck,  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  May  28,  1842, 
and  became  the  mother  of  Franklin,  Cecil.  Cecelia. 
Alice,  Fannv,  Elvira,  Emily,  [Minerva,  Wilber  and 
Allen.      (lo)  Roswell  B.,  born  Oct.  24,  1817,  mar- 
ried Louise  Hendricks,  of  Xew  Haven,  Conn.,  and 
their  children   are :        Emily.   Oliver   and  Edward. 
(11)   Phcebe  Sophia,  born  Xov.  25.  1820.  married 
William   Baldwin,   of   Pennsvlvania.   their   children 
are  Wealthean,  Lillie,  Lulu.  Elvira  and  Lura. 

Truman  Sheldon,  born  May  17.  1803.  married 
May  26,  1840,  Almira  Apley  (born  Feb.  2,  1805), 
at  Goshen,  Conn.,  and  died  June  14.  1886.  She 
died  May  10.  1871.  (The  parents  of  Almira  Apley 
■were  John  Apley  and  Sarah  \'an  Dyke.  Their 
children  were:  Almira,  Clarence,  Philo,  Alanson. 
John,  Sarah  Ann  and  Amanda).  The  children  of 
Truman  Sheldon  and  Almira  Sheldon  were  Sarah 
Cornelia,  born  Aug.  2.  1841  (  she  is  now  the  wife  of 
Charles  A.  Young)  ;  Edwards  Doolittle,  born  April 
18.  1843 ;  George  Lewis,  born  xApril  7,  1845 ;  and 
Franklin  Luther,  born  [March  13.  1847. 

Of  the  above.  Truman  Sheldon,  the  father  of 
[Edwards  D.,  settled  with  his  parents,  in  1820.  on 
the  property  at  Pine  Orchard  now  occupied  by  our 
subject  and  his  brother.  George  L.  During  his 
•earlier  life  for  a  number  of  years  he  was  a  "coaster." 
and  built  two  vessels :  but  after  his  marriage,  in 
1840,  he  disposed  of  these  vessels  and  took  up  the 
"hotel  business,  which  he  conducted  until  succeeded 
Tjy  his  sons  in  1870. 

Edwards  D.  Sheldon,  whose  name  opens  this 
■sketch,  was  born  in  Branford.  Conn..  April  t8,  1843, 
and  received  his  education  at  the  common  schools 
and  academy  of  the  place.  In  August,  1862.  he  en- 
listed in  Company  B.  27th  Conn.  V.  I.,  and  after 
-nine  months'  service  was  honorably  discharged  at 
New  Haven.  Conn.  He  participated  in  the  battles 
•of  Fredericksbure,  Chancellorsville,  and  Gettysburg. 
On  his  return  to  the  paths  of  peace,  he  assisted  his 
father  in  the  hotel  and  on  the  farm,  and  in  1870  he 
and  his  brother  George  L.  succeeded  to  the  business. 

On  X^ov.  29.  1870,  Edwards  D.  Sheldon  married 
Eunice  E.,  daughter  of  Robert  A.  and  Eunice  ( Bail- 
ey) Goer,  of  Xorfolk,  Conn.,  who  bore  him  one  son, 
Robert  Truman.  The  mother  died  Feb.  10.  1874. 
and  for  his  second  wife  [Mr.  Sheldon,  on  Oct.  19, 


1877.  wedded  Marion  Geer,  sister  to  his  first  wife. 
In  religious  faith  they  are  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church.  In  politics  [Mr.  Sheldon  has  al- 
w-avs  been  a  stanch  Republican,  and  for  ten  years 
served  on  the  Branford  Town  Republican  commit-  j 
tee.  while  in  1895  '''^  ^^^^^  ''■  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature, overcoming  a  previous  Democratic  majority 
of  one  hundred,  a  difference  of  two  hundred  votes 
between  the  two  elections.  He  was  one  of  the  char- 
ter members  of  [Mason  Rogers  Post,  G.  x\.  R.,  of 
which  he  is  the  present  commander. 

Robert  Truman  Sheldon,  son  of  our  subject,  was 
born  Xov.  14.  1871.  and  received  his  education  in 
the  common  and  high  schools.  He  is  now  employed 
as  private  secretary  in  a  private  trust  office  in  Xew 
York  City. 

George  Lewis  Sheldon,  brother  of  Edwards  D., 
was  born   in   Branford,   Ccnn..  April   7.    1845.  and 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  and 
academy  of  that  place.     When  old  enough  he  as- 
sisted his  father  in  the  hotel  and  on  the  farm,  and 
m    1870  he    and    his    brother,    Edwards    D..  suc- 
1  ceeded   to   the    business,    as  already  recorded.     He 
I  married.  Dec.  8,  186S,  Alice  E.,  daughter  of  Russell 
i  and  Lydia    (Tyler)    Pond,  of  Branford.  and   they 
!  have  one    child.  Cornelia    I.,  now    [Mrs.    Thomas 
j  Parker  Preble.     [Mrs.  Sheldon  is  a  member  of  the 
j  Congregational  Church.     In  politics  he  is  a  Republi- 
I  can.     The  "Sheldon  House."  with  its  adjacent  cot- 
!  tages.  is  a  well-known  resort  and  was  established  in 
i  1845  ^y  tlie  Sheldons.     It  is  situated  on  Long  Isl- 
jand  Sound,  near  Thimble  Islands,  and  has  enjoyed 
'  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  best  located  of 
j  the  Sound  resorts.     It  is  open  each  year  from  June 
;  I  to  October  i. 

1         HEXRY    D.    HOTCHKISS.  the    enterprising 
j  real-estate   dealer,    road   builder   and   general   con- 
i  tractor  at  Waterbury,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Pros- 
I  pect,  Xew  Haven  county,  June  21,  1850.  a  son  of 
!  Harry  and  Sarah  (Hoppin)  Hotchkiss,  and  in  the 
;  paternal  line  is  of  ante-Revolutionary  descent. 
i         Gideon    Hotchkiss.    great-great-grandfather   of 
Henry   D..   reared   a    family   of   nineteen    children, 
many  of  wdiom  took  part  in  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion.    His  son  Eben  was  born  in  Prospect,  and  Gid- 
eon M..  son  of  Eben,  was  born  in  the  same  town- 
Both  were  farmers.     Gideon  [M.  Hotchkiss,  grand- 
father of  Henry  D..  married  Arvilla  Brooks,  and 
thev  reared  three  children,  viz.:  Harry,  father  of 
our  subject ;  Brooks,  who  lived  and  died,  a  farmer, 
in  the  town  of  Prospect:  and  [Mary,  who  was  mar- 
ried to  George  Sloper,  a  farmer,  and  died  in  Che- 
shire. Connecticut. 

Harrv  Hotchkiss  was  born  in  the  town  of  Pros- 
pect in  18 14.  and  became  a  farmer.  His  family 
consisted  of  three  chiklren,  viz. :  Henry  D.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Ellen  [M.,  wdio  married  Levi 
Elton,  of  Berlin,  Conn.,  and  is  now  living  in  Watcr- 
burv;  and  Elizabeth  F-,  wife  of  John  R.  Piatt,  of 
Prospect.     In  politics  Harry  Hotchkiss  was  a  Re- 
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publican,  at  one  time  represented  his  district  in  the 
State  Legislature,  and  was  also  assessor  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  Personally  he  was  very  popular.  He 
died  on  his  farm  in  Prospect,  a  faithful  member  of 
the  Congregaiional  Church,  and  his  widow  died  in 
Waterbury.  in  the  same  faith. 

Henry  D.  Hotchkiss  was  reared  on  the  Prospect 
homestead,  and  was  educated  in  the  district  school. 
In  1879  he  came  to  Waterbury  and  commenced  con- 
tracting for  the  building  of  roads,  etc..  and  has  prob- 
ably constructed  more  miles  of  road  than  anv  other 
man  in  the  city.  He  also  engaged  in  trucking,  and 
has  been  in  the  grocery  business.  Real  estate,  how- 
ever, has  afforded  him  his  chief  and  most  lucrative 
occupation,  and  he  has  made  strenuous  efforts  in 
the  development  of  North  Waterbury,  having  sold 
most  of  tne  propertv  which  has  since  been  improved, 
or  built  upon,  and  having  laid  out  all  the  streets. 

On  March  16,  1870,  Mr.  Hotchkiss  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Ella  E.  Kimball,  daughter 
of  William  E.  Kimball,  of  Prospect,  and  to  this 
marriage  has  come  one  child,  H.  Ray  Hotchkiss, 
who  is  a  resident  of  Waterbury.  In  politics  ^Ir. 
Hotchkiss  is  a  Republican.  He  has  represented  his 
fellow  citizens  in  the  board  of  aldermen  as  a  mem- 
ber from  the  First  ward.  Fraternally  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  and  family  worship  at 
the  Second  Congregational  Church.  Socially  they 
stand  verv  high,  and  all  are  greatlv  esteemed  for 
their  many  personal  merits- 

THOMAS  BERKLEY  ROBERTSON  has. 
since  1871,  been  one  of  the  most  highly  respected 
business  citizens  of  New  Haven,  where  he  conducts 
a  granite  and  marble  business  of  large  proportions. 

Hugh  Robertson,  the  father  of  Thomas  B.,  was 
born  near  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  but  removed  to  Eng- 
land, where  he  carried  on  the  business  of  paper  mak- 
ing, and  married  Isabella  Berklev,  a  native  of  Eng- 
land. The  parents  spent  their  lives  in  that  country. 
They  had  a  family  of  hve  children,  of  whom  Thomas 
B.  and  Annie  Isabella  were  the  only  members  to 
come  to  America. 

Thomas  B.  Robertson  was  born  near  New  Castle, 
England,  Sept.  21,  1847,  ^-i""^!  attended  school  in 
Hexham.  He  was  apprenticed  to  the  stone  cutter's 
trade  for  five  years,  which  he  thoroughly  learned, 
becoming  a  finished  workman  in  stone,  granite  and 
marble.  He  was  employed  in  England,  and  in  Edin- 
burgh and  Glasgow,  Scotland,  before  crossing  the 
ocean  to  the  United  States.  In  1871  he  located  in 
New  Haven,  and  verv  soon  won  recognition  as  a 
reliable  and  competent  marble  and  stone  w^orker- 
On  March  9,  1876,  he  opened  up  his  commodious 
yards  and  began  a  business  in  marble,  stone  and 
granite,  which  has  prospered  ever  since.  Much  of 
the  excellent  work  in  this  line  to  be  seen  in  the  city 
has  been  produced  in  his  establishment.  He  has 
just  added  to  his  polishing  plant,  compressed  air  and 
pneumatic  tools,  all  of  the  best  and  latest  inventions, 
for  marble  and  granite  lettering  and  carving. 


On  May  13,  1874,  Mr.  Robertson  was  married 
to  Miss  }klaria  Elizabeth  Downs,  of  Woodbury, 
Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Albert  Zeri  and  Sarah  Cook 
(Pritchard)  Downs,  the  former  a  well-known  cabi- 
net-maker of  Waterbury.  Two  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robertson :  Luella  Alma  and 
Hattie  Berkley.  Luella  Alma  married  h'red  Harri- 
son Lincoln,  of  New  Haven,  and  has  one  child,  Es- 
ther Berkley  Lincoln.  Mr.  Robertson  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  always  exercises  the  rights  of  an  Amer- 
ican citizen.  Fraternallv  he  is  connected  with  Ouin- 
nipiac  Lodge.  No.  i.  I.  O.  O.  F. ;  Olive  Branch 
Lodge,  No.  84,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  the  A.  O.  U-  W. ;  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World;  and  the  Heptasophs.  In 
religion  the  family  are  identified  with  the  Congre- 
gational Church.  Mr.  Robertson  has  proven  him- 
self an  excellent  man  of  business,  and  has  won  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  the  community  by  his  up- 
right dealings,  no  one  in  his  line  in  New  Haven  be- 
ing more  highly  regarded. 

BURTON  A.  DAVIS,  superintendent  of  the 
Country  Club  Grounds  at  Whitneyville,  is  one  of  the 
well  and  favorably  known  of  the  younger  citizens 
in  the  town  of  Hamden,  where  he  was  born  Sept. 
15,  1862,  youngest  son  of  Edward  and  Betsey  M. 
(Augur)  Davis. 

Mr.  Davis  was  a  child  of  but  five  years  when  his 
parents  removed  to  the  farm  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. He  obtained  a  good  practical  education  irr 
the  common  and  private  schools,  and  when  his  school 
days  were  over  at  once  took  up  the  work  of  a  farmer, 
to  which  he  had  been  for  the  most  part  reared. 
After  his  marriage  he  located  on  the  farm  with  his 
father,  with  whom  he  was  associated  until  the  lat- 
ter's  death,  after  which  he  took  charge  of  the  place. 
He  carried  on  the  dairy  business  extensivelv,  being- 
one  of  the  best  known  men  in  that  line  around  New 
Haven.  He  had  a  most  excellent  herd  and  com- 
I  modious  buildings,  everything  well  kept  and  up  to 
!  date,  as  he  has  always  been  known  for  his  sys- 
tematic and  thorough  manner  of  doing  anything  he 
undertakes.  He  continued  the  dairy  business  until 
1897,  when  he  leased  the  greater  part  of  his  farm 
of  eighty-five  acres  to  the  New  Haven  Country 
Club  for  ten  years,  with  the  privilege  of  extending 
the  time  to  twenty  years.  They  purchased  five  acres 
of  the  land,  upon  which  they  have  erected  a  very 
fine  club-house,  while  the  remainder  of  the  farm 
is  leased  for  golf  grounds.  This  beautiful  place 
is  located  on  the  old  Hartford  turnpike,  only  three 
and  a  half  miles  from  New  Haven.  ^Ir.  Davis  has 
since  been  superintendent  of  the  erounds  for  the 
Club,  and  the  reputation  enjoyed  by  this  organiza- 
tion as  having  one  of  the  finest  golf  courses  in 
America,  certainly  reflects  credit  upon  his  efficiency 
in  that  position. 

On  Feb.  .3,  1885,  Mr.  Davis  was  married  to  Miss 
Martha  E.  Augur,  who  was  born  Oct.  i,  1861,  in 
New  Haven,  the  second  daughter  and  fourth  child 
of  James  Minott  and  Esther  (Morrell)  Augur.   The 
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fatluT,  who  is  now  deceased,  was  formerly  a  mcr- 
cliant  t)f  Now  llavcii,  in  Cliapel  street.  Mrs.  Davis 
i>  of  the  seventh  q-eneration  in  descent  from 
IvuIiiTt  An.t^nr,  whose  wife  was  Mary,  danghter  of 
iKpntv  (lov.  Matthew  Gilbert,  Ikt  line  being  from 
J\ohcrt  Auyiir  through  John,  Abraham,  Ilezekiah. 
lames  and  James  Minott.  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Davis  had 
tiirce  cliildren :  Marjorie  M.  was  born  July  26, 
l<S</3;  ^linott  Augur  was  born  Dec.  17,  1891  ;  Rich- 
ard ]1.  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Davis  are 
[jrominent  in  social  circles.  In  political  sentiment 
lie  is  a  Republican,  but  not  a  politician,  for  when 
he  has  held  ofifice  it  has  been  simply  from  a  sense 
ai  iiis  duty  as  a  citizen,  and  not  for  any  personal 
benefit.  For  some  years  he  has  been  a  member  of 
the  school  board,  of  which  he  is  now  chairman, 
lie  and  his  wife  are  active  and  prominent  in  the 
sui)port  and  work  of  the  Whitneyville  Congrega- 
tional Church,  of  which  he  is  treasurer  and  a  trus- 
tee. For  over  twenty-five  years  she  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  choir,  and  for  a  long  period  one  of  the 
teachers  and  earnest  workers  in  the  Sunday-school. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  are  eligible  for  membership  in 
the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  and  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution,  respectively,  although 
they  have  not  joined. 

From  an  early  age  ^Nlr.  Davis  has  been  an  ad- 
mirer of  a  good  horse,  and  during  years  of  associa- 
tion with  good  ones  he  has  become  an  excellent 
judge  of  horseflesh  and  a  good  amateur  reinsman. 
He  has  owned  many  good  horses,  and  he  has  at 
present  in  his  stable  "Alartha  [Marshall,"  with  a  rec- 
ord of  2:o7'4,  and  "Robert  W.,"  2:20,  as  well  as 
others  of  promise  and  ability  in  the  matter  of  speed. 
Mr.  Davis'  interest  in  horses  springs  more  from  a 
desire  for  ex  rcise  and  from  love  for  a  good  hors'e 
rather  than  from  any  idea  of  revenue.  As  a  citizen 
Air.  Davis  is  well  known  in  his  community  as  one 
of  the  progressive  type,  and  a  man  whose  generos- 
ity and  kind  heartedness  are  surpassed  only  by  his 
genuine  modesty.  He  began  his  active  business  ca- 
reer when  a  comparatively  young  man,  and  early 
displayed  the  business  tact  which  has  always  marked 
his  dealings.  In  all  his  transactions  Mr.  Davis'  in- 
tegrity is  never  questioned,  showing  as  he  does  a 
clear  record  for  principle,  and  he  is  a  lover  of  fair- 
ness in  everything.  Possessed  of  a  genial  disposi- 
tion, he  is  altogether  popular  with  associates,  a  val- 
uable citizen,  and  a  credit  to  an  honored  old  family 
of  Hamden. 

CHARLES    HEXRY    THORPE    is    a    well- 
known  citizen  of  Xorth  Haven,  and  is  a  descendant  ' 
of  one  of  the  old  families  of  Xew-  England,  some 
of  his  ancestors  being  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  1 
Acw    HaVen.     Among   the   passengers   who  sailed  ! 
from    England  to  America   in    1638   was   William   j 
ThorjK,    who  became   a   resident  of   Xew   Haven,  ' 
the  name  frequentiv  appearing  in  the  Colonial  rec- 
ords. 

Titus  Thorpe,  the  great-grandfather  of  the  sub- 


ject of  this  sketch,  lived  in  what  was  then  the 
Xorth  Parish  of  Xew  Haven,  in  a  house  which 
stood  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  Charles  H. 
Thorpe.  The  house  was  torn  down,  and  in  1878 
upon  its  site  was  erected  the  handsome  residence 
now  occupied  by  our  subject.  The  old  house  was 
commenced  previous  to  1756,  by  one  of  the  broth- 
ers of  Titus  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Lake 
George,  in  the  French  and  Indian  war.  It  was 
completed  by  Titus,  who  was  the  village  blacksmith, 
hence  a  man  of  affairs,  and  he  took  his  bride  there 
in  1764;  it  is  recorded  that  his  wedding  feast  lasted 
for  three  days.  Later  he  left  his  wife,  Miriam,  to 
care  for  the  farm  while  he  became  a  member  of  the 
Revolutionary  army.  While  her  husband  served 
his  country,  with  her  own  hands  she  harvested  the 
rye.  When  he  returned  home  sick  with  dysentery,, 
she  nursed  him  until  he  recovered,  but  a  young  son 
was  taken  ill  of  the  same  disease  and  died.  Mrs. 
Miriam  Thorpe  was  a  woman  of  noble  character,, 
and  lived  to  be  100  years  old,  ever  full  of  charity 
and  good  will  to  all. 

Joshua  Thorpe,  son  of  Titus  and  Miriam,  was 
born  in  1777,  and  became  a  prominent  farmer  of 
Xorth  Haven.  On  Xov.  25,  1801,  he  married  Re- 
becca Dickerman,  who  died  Dec.  9,  1805,  at  the  age 
of  twenty,  leaving  one  daughter,  Hai^riet,  who  mar- 
ried Horace  Stiles.  On  June  2,  1806.  Joshua 
Thorpe  married  (second)  Mary  Ann  Cook,  and  the 
children  of  this  union  w-ere,  Rebecca,  James  H., 
Anson  Cook,  ^Abigail  and  Willis. 

James  Hervey  Thorpe  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead,  and  had  the  educational  advantages 
afforded  by  the  district  schools  and  the  X'orth  Ha- 
ven Academy.  After  finishing  his  schooling  he  took 
up  the  work  of  the  farm,  where  he  was  busilv  em- 
ployed for  a  part  of  the  time,  and  then  learned  the 
joiner's  trade,  but  spent  the  later  years  of  his  life 
in  peaceful  vocations  at  his  old  home,  the  house 
where  he  lived  and  died  having  now  given  place  to 
the  commodious  structure  as  before  noted.  In  re- 
ligious matters,  Mr.  Thorpe  was  a  conscientious 
man,  and  he  was  so  imbued  with  temperance  prin- 
ciples that  during  1840-41  he  became  prominently 
identified  with  the  Washingtonians.  At  his  death, 
July  21,  1876,  many  mourned  the  decease  of  a  good 
and  w^orthy  citizen,  whose  influence  had  ever  been 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  community.  His  wife 
was  Caroline  E.  Flint,  a  native  of  Williamstown, 
Vt.,  and  her  death  occurred,  in  1888,  at  the  home  of 
her  son,  in  X'orth  Haven.  The  children  of  this 
marriage  were:  (r)  Edwin  A.,  born  in  1841,  mar- 
ried Alice  Stackhouse ;  he  was  over  three  year<^  a 
soldier  in  the  Civil  war.  and  is  now  an  eniplo\-'  nf 
the  Custom  House  in  Philadelphia.  (2)  V'.<  A., 
bom  in  1842,  resides  with  our  subier*  ^^^^j  Henry 
C.  is  deceased.  ("4)  Charles  H.  was  born  Dec.  0. 
1845.  (5)  Ellen,  born  in  1847,  ^I'-ed  in  18^)4.  ffi) 
Caroline,  bom  in  1850,  resides  in  X'orth  Haven.  (~) 
Jane,  born  in  1854,  resides  in  Weston,  Massa- 
chusetts. 
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The  educational  advantages  enjoyed  by  Charles 
H.  Thorpe  were  superior  to  those  of  many  others 
of  his  locality.  After  he  had  completed  the  course 
at  the  district  schools,  he  enjoyed  one  term's  in- 
struction under  Aliss  Eunice  Linsley,  and  another 
under  Mr.  Rossiter,  both  of  these  private  schools 
being  conducted  in  North  Haven.  When  he  had 
finished  his  education,  he  returned  to  the  care  of 
the  farm,  where  his  services  were  needed,  and  has 
remained  there  continuously  ever  since,  carrying 
on  general  farming  and  stock  raising,  and  makes  a 
sj)ecialty  of  fattening  calves,  his  veal  being  consid- 
ered the  most  desirable  of  the  local  market.  i\Ir. 
Thorpe  has  made  a  success  of  his  enterprises,  and 
has  one  of  the  largest  and  best  cultivated  farms  in 
this  vicinity. 

On  March  12,  1879.  rvlr.-  Thorpe  married  Han- 
nah Lewis,  a  native  of  Radnor,  Pa.,  a  daughter  of 
Lewis   and    Rachel    (^lilner)    Lewis,   the    father  a  1 
farmer  of  that  locality.     One  child,  Alfred  Lewis, 
born  Sept.  19,  1883,  blessed  this  union.     The  politi- 
cal opinions  of  Air.  Thorpe  attach  him  to  the  Re- 
publican   party,    and    he   has    been   called    upon    to 
serve  as  constable  and  to  hold  many  minor  offices, 
and   also   succeeded   to   the   position   of   sexton   of 
North  Haven  cemetery,  his  father  having  long  held 
that  position.     Socially  he  is  connected  with  Xorth 
Haven  Grange,  of  which  he  has  been  chaplain,  and 
for  five  years  has  etificiently  filled  the  office  of  sec- 
retary.    Both  Mr.  Thorpe  and  his  wife  are  valued 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which 
he  is  one  of  the  trustees.     The  communitv  esteems 
both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thorpe  highly,  her  reputation 
being  established  as  a  liberal  and  kind-hearted  mem- 
ber of  society,  while  the  good  citizenship  of  her  hus- 
band is  never  questioned.  An  intelligent  and  public- 
spirited  man.  Air.  Thorpe  lives  up  to  the  demands 
of  the  day,  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  progress 
of  the  institutions  which  will  build  up  Xorth  Haven, 
his  purse  and  influence  being  ever  ready  to  assist 
all  worthy  objects, 

IMRI  A.  SPEXCER.  an  ex-soldier  of  the  Civil 
war  and  the  well-known  head  of  the  grocery  firm  of 
The  Spencer  &  Picrpont  Co.,  Waterbury,  v,'as  born 
in  Canton,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn,.  May  3,  1842.  son  of 
Imri  L.  Spencer,  and  grandson  of  Amo's  Spencer,  all 
natives  of  the  same  ulace.  Caleb  Spencer,  father  of 
Amos,  lived  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  was  a  farmer 
early  in  life.  He  afterward  settled  in  Canton,  where 
he  died. 

Amos  Spencer  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Can- 
ton, Conn.  He  married  Candice  Case,  a  native  of 
Granby,  Conn.,  and  then  settled  on  a  farm,  devoting 
his  life  to  agricultural  pursuits.  To  his  marriage 
were  born  three  children :  Scth,  who  located  in 
Rootstown,  Ohio,  and  engaged  in  farming;  Imri  L., 
mentioned  below;  and  Dayton,  who  died  while  in 
the  army  during  the  Seminole  war. 
t  Imri'  L.  Spencer  grew  to  manhood  in  Connect- 

icut.    After  his  marriage  he  followed  farming  and 


stock  droving  in  Canton  for  many  years,  and  then 
moved  to  iJloumfield,  Conn.,  where  for  fourteen 
years  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business.  In  i8(j5 
he  located!  in  Waterbury,  and  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  active  life  as  a  merchant  there.  He  married 
Susan  Barber,  who  was  born  in  Canton,  a  daugliter 
of  Jonathan  Barljcr,  a  farmer  of  the  same  town. 
They  reared  a  family  of  si.x  children,  of  whom  we 
have  the  following  record :  Amos  L.,  who  was  a 
farmer,  and  died  in  Alanchester,  Conn.;,  Susan,  who 
married  Franklin  Moses,  and  lived'  in  Xew  York 
State,  where  she  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four 
vears ;  Hannah,  who  never  married;  Jane,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  three  years;  Imri  A.;  and  Jonathan, 
who  died  when  three  years  old.  Imri  L.  Spencer 
was  a  Republican  in  politics.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
died  in  the  faith  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Imri  A.  Spencer  passed  the  first  twelve  years  of 
his  life  on  the  farm  in  Canton,  Conn.,  and  attended 
the  school  in  the  district.     He  clerked  for  his  father 
in  a  general  store  in   Bloomfield,  Conn.,  until  the 
call  for  volunteers  to  assist  in  crushing  cut  the  Re- 
bellion.    In  Julv,   1862,  he  enlisted  in  Co.   F,   14th 
Conn.   V.   I.     This   regiment  was  assigned  to  the 
Armv  of  the  Potomac,  and  served  until  mustered 
out  at  Hartford  in  June,  1865.     Mr.  Spencer's  ser- 
vice was  onerous  andl  dangerous,  but  he  endured 
the  privations  of  a  soldier's  life  with  courage  and 
fortitude.  He  was  wounded  in  1862;  and  in  August, 
1864,   was   taken   prisoner   at   Reams   Station,   and 
confined  about  six  months.       The  war  over.   Air. 
Spencer  returned  home,  and  in  October,  1865.  joined 
his  father  in  business  in  Waterbury.  this  partnership 
lasting  until  the  death  of  the  latter.     Our  subject 
carried  on  the  business  on  his  own  account  for  some 
time,  and  then  formed  a  partnership  with  R.  _D. 
Pierpont,  under  the  firm  name  of  Spencer  &  Pier- 
pont.     Within  the  past  four  years  a  joint  stock  com- 
panv  was  formed  under  the  name  of  The  Spencer 
&  Pierpont   Co..  and  this  company  now  does  the 
largest  business  in  groceries,  provisions,  feed,  grain 
and  flour  in  Waterburv. 

In  December,  1865.  Im.ri  A.  Spencer  married 
Aliss  Christiana  Whiton.  of  Bloomfield,  Conn.,  a 
daughter  of  Augustus  Whiton,  who  was  born  m 
Westford,  Conn.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with 
one  child,'  Alice,  now  Airs.  Davis  Rich,  of  Water- 
burv. In  politics  Air.  Spencer  is  a  Republican, 
and' although  no  office  seeker,  has  filled,  as  a  matter 
of  public  ciutv,  several  local  offices.  Socially  he  is 
a  member  of' the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  Royal  Arcanum 
and  the  G.  A.  R.  His  social  standing  is  very  high. 
and  as  a  business  man  he  bears  a  name  second  to 
none  in  the  county  of  Xew  Haven.  The  family  at- 
tend the  Alethodist.  Episcopal  Church,  of.  Water- 
bury. 

EVAN  E.  HUGHES,  cabinetmaker,  a  respected 
resident  of  Tremont  street,  Aleriden.  where  his  at- 
tractive and  comfortable  home  is  located,  was  born 
in  Bangor,  Caernarvonshire,  Wales,  Alarch  10,  1847. 
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Evan  Hughes,  father  of  Evan  E.,  was  a  native 
■of  the  same  place,  where  he  engaged  in  farming. 
He  married  Mary  WiUiams,  horn  in  Anglesea, 
Wales,  and  they  had  these  children  born  to  them: 
Mary ;  William,  of  Winnebago,  Wis. :  Robert,  who 
died'at  Draitleboro,  Vt. ;  John ;  Catlicrine,  who  mar- 
ried Hugh  Pritchard.  resides  at  Fairhaven,  \"t. ; 
Jane,  who  married  Benjamin  Williams,  lives  at 
Fairhaven ;  Evan  E.,  of  this  sketch ;  Grace,  who 
married  Thomas  Hogan,  of  Salem,  X.  Y. ;  Joseph, 
of  Fairhaven,  \'t. ;  Llewellyn,  of  Hydeville,  \  t. ; 
Anne,  who  married  John  Roberts,  of  Fairhaven ; 
Hugh  F.,  who  lives  at  Saratoga,  X.  Y. ;  and  ^Maggie, 
who  married  Edward  Green.  In  1S54  Air.  Hughes 
Avith  his  wife  and  eight  children  started  for  Amer- 
ica, on  a  sailing  vessel  bearing  the  name  of  "Moses 
Wheeler,"  reaching  Boston,  ^lass.,  in  safety.  Mr. 
Hughes  and  his  family  left  the  vessel  at  that  city, 
and  it  started  on  its  way  to  X'ew  York  City,  but 
was  never  heard  of  afterward.  The  Hughes  fam- 
ily removed  to  Vermont  and  located  at  Castleton, 
being  pioneers  of  their  countrymen  in  that  locality. 
William  Hughes,  the  brother  of  Evan  Hughes,  and 
the  uncle  of  Evan  E.,  was  the  discoverer  of  the 
slate  quarries  both  in  X'ermont  and  Maine,  these 
quarries  being  of  great  value  to  the  sections  in  which 
they  are  located.  Evan  Hughes  worked  in  the  slate 
quarries  in  the  neighborhood  of  Castleton  until  his 
death,  in  1S68,  and  his  remains  repose  in  the  ceme- 
tery in  F'airhaven.  In  his  native  countrv  Mr.  Hughes 
had  been  a  member  of  the  Established  Church,  and 
in  \ermont  both  he  and  his  wife  became  wortliy 
members  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  In  politics  he 
was  a  Republican.  Airs.  Hughes  died  in  \'ermont 
also,  where  their  memory  is  still  cherished  as  kind 
neighbors  and  highly  esteemed  residents. 

Evan  E.  Hughes  has  passed  almost  the  whole  of 
his  life  in  the  United  States,  as  he  was  but  six  years 
old  when  the  long  voyage  was  made  from  Wales. 
His  educational  advantages  were  limited  to  the  dis- 
trict school  in  his  \'ermont  home,  anfl  when  he  was 
but  thirteen  years  old  his  services  were  required  to 
assist  in  the  support  of  the  family.  He  soon  went 
to  work  en  a  farm,  first  in  Castleton,  later  at  Brat- 
tleboro,  but  his  inclinations  lay  in  another  direction, 
and  as  soon  as  he  could  accomplish  it  he  started  in 
to  learn  the  trade  of  cabinetmaker,  with  S.  &  H.  S. 
Smith,  at  Brattleboro.  He  remained  there  until 
1877,  coming  to  Aleriden  at  that  time  to  accept  the 
position  of  foreman  of  the  milling  department  of 
the  Wilcox  &  White  Organ  Co.,  where  his  ability 
made  him  a  valued  employe,  and  where  he  remained 
until  1898,  at  which  time  the  companv  was  re-or- 
ganized, and  Mr.  Hughes  severed  his  long  connec- 
tion with  it.  Partially  with  a  view  of  seeing  the 
country,  and  also  with  the  idea  of  trying  the  gold 
fieids  for  himself.  Mr.  Hughes  went  to  Alaska,  in 
1898,  but  not  meeting  with  satisfactory  success,  he 
remained  only  eight  months.  Since  his  return  to 
^feriden,  he  has  continued  to  follow  his  trade  of 
cabinetmaker,  a  trade  in  which  he  has  few  superiors. 


I         Mr.  Hughes  was  married  in  Hampton,  X.  Y., 
I  to  Elizabeth"  Jones,  born  in  Xorth  Wales,  daughter 
}  of  Edward  Jones.     Xo  children  have  been  born  to 
I  ^It.  and  Mrs.  Hughes.     In  politics  ]\Ir.  Hughes  is 
identified   with   the   Republican   party,   but   he   has 
!  never  sought  any  oftice,  being  a  nian  who  is  com- 
j  pletelv    interested    in    his    business    and    his    home, 
i  He  owns  a  beautiful  home  on  Tremont  street,  Aleri- 
i  den,  built  from  his  own  plans,  and  there  he  and  his 
I  devoted  wife  enjoy  every  comfort  of  life.     In  man- 
ner Mr.  Hughes  displays  the  kind  feeling  of  friend- 
ship wdiich  he  feels  for  every  one,  for  his  religious 
principles  are  based  upon  the  Golden  Rule.     Both 
he  and  wife  are  highly  esteemed  in   Meriden.     In 
i8go  they  visited  his  birthplace,  and  all  points  of 
interest  in  England  and  Wales.     For  a  number  of 
vears    Mr.    Hughes    has   been    connected    with    the 
order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  has  taken  a  deep  interest 
in  this  organization. 

RILEY  T.  SMITH,  of  Xew  Haven,  Conn.,  is 
a  member  of  the  well-known  and  reliable  firm  of 
Smith  Bros.,  oyster  dealers  and  planters,  of  Oyster 
Point,  and  he  is  also  a  leading  and  influential  citi- 
zen of  his  city. 

Mr.  Smith  comes  of  a  very  old  Xew  England 
family,  its  founder  in  Connecticut  having  been 
George  Smith,  who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
who  assisted  in  the  establishment  of  the  city  of  Xew 
Haven,  as  early  as  1638.  For  many  years  the  fam- 
ilv  engaged  in  farming  and  in  sailing  the  sea,  but 
about  1850,  Willis  Smith  and  his  brother,  Jeremiah 
Smith,  became  pioneer  operators  in  the  oyster  farm- 
ing business,  in  the  waters  of  Long  Island  sound, 
on  the  shores  of  Connecticut,  at  Xew  Haven. 

Rilev  T.  Smith,  of  Xew  Haven,  a  son  of  Willis 
Smith,  was  born  in  West  Haven,  Dec.  10,  1844,  and 
was  six  years  of  age  when  his  parents  settled  in 
Xew  Haven,  on  Oyster  Point.  His  mother,  Sarah 
L.  (Hinman)  Smith,  a  native  of  ^liddlebury.  still 
survives,  but  his  father  died  in  Xew  Haven,  at  the 
age  of  seventy  years.  Mr.  Smith  received  an  ex- 
cellent education,  attending  the  West  Haven  pub- 
lic school,  later  a  school  in  Xew  Haven,  going 
then  to  the  Washington  school  on  Cedar  street,  com- 
pleting his  studies  in  a  boarding  school  in  \\  est 
Haven.  Thus  thoroughly  equipped,  'Sir.  Smith  re- 
turned home  and  immediately  became  interested 
with  his  father  in  the  oyster  farming  business,  and 
later,  with  his  two  brothers,  formed  the  strong  and 
reliable  firm  known  to  the  trade  and  the  business 
world  as  Smith  Bros.  Capable  and  energetic.  ]Mr. 
Smith  has  made  a  great  success  of  this  business, 
and  in  manv  wavs  is  a  leader.  His  adoption  of  new 
methods  and  machinery  has  resulted  in  an  increase 
in  quantity  and  also  in  the  qualitv  of  his  output. 
A  taste  for  the  bivalves  raised  under  the  favorable 
conditions  at  Oyster  Point  has  been  formed  over  the 
country,  and  manv  vessels  are  kept  busy  by  this  firm 
in  order  to  supply  the  demand. 

In  1861  Mr.  Smith  was  married  to  Miss  Ellen 
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A.  Barnes,  of  New  Haven,  a  daughter  of  William 
S.  Barnes,  a  most  estimable  lady,  who  passed  out 
of  life  Feb.  5,  1895.  She  had  been  the  devoted 
mother  of  six  children,  four  of  whom  survive : 
Agnes  M.,  who  married  Frank  Eberth,  of  New 
Haven ;  Herbert  T. :  Florence  B. ;  and  Wilbur  1. 
In  his  political  sympathy  Mr.  Smith  has  long  been 
an  active  Republican,  served  efficiently  as  council- 
man in  the  Fourth  ward,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Young  Men's  Republican  Club.  For  a  number  of 
3'ears  Mr.  Smith  has  been  a  member  of  the  How- 
ard Avenue  M.  E.  Church,  to  which  he  is  a  liberal 
contributor. 

CLARENCE  G.  AMES,  the  capable  and  efficient 
superintendent  of  the  factory  of  L.  Candee  &  Co., 
manufacturers  of  rubber  boots  and  shoes,  was  born 
in  New  Haven,  Oct.  29,  1852,  a  son  of  William  B. 
Ames,  who  was  born  in  Millborough,  Mass.,  in  1829. 

Bezer  Ames,  the  grandfather  of  Clarence  G., 
was  born  in  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  where  he  spent  the 
earlier  part  of  his  life,  later  moving  to  New  Haven, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  pork  packing  business, 
and  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  sixty.  Lucy  Good- 
enough,  who  became  his  wife,  was  born  in  Roxbury, 
Mass.,  and  was  the  mother  of  a  large  family.  Will- 
iam B.  Ames  came  to  New  Haven  while  still  a  boy, 
and  after  attending  the  Lovell  School  learned  the 
trade  of  rubber  cutting.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
served  as  a  member  of  Company  D,  15th  Conn. 
V.  I.,  and  was  at  the  front  three  years.  Participating 
in  many  heavy  battles,  he  was  captured  and  kept  for 
a  time  in  Libby  prison.  After  the  war  he  returned 
to  New  Haven,  where  he  resumed  his  trade  as  a 
rubber  cutter,  and  there  he  died  at  the  age  of  forty- 
seven.  Ellen  B.  French,  his  wife,  was  born  in  Sey- 
mour, Conn.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  William  French 
and  granddaughter  of  Walter  French,  the  inventor 
of  augers,  who  manuf  ctured  them  at  a  very  early 
day  in  Seymour. 

Clarence  G.  Ames  has  spent  his  entire  life  in 
New  Haven.  His  education  was  secured  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  he  entered  the 
Rubber  Company's  factory,  mastering  all  its 
branches  by  degrees,  until  every  process  is  thor- 
oughly familiar  to  him.  For  a  time  he  was  time- 
keeper ;  then  foreman  of  the  shoe  department ;  next 
assistant  superintendent ;  and  in  1896  he  was  made 
superintendent  of  the  entire  plant,  with  1,600  people 
under  his  direction.  The  output  of  the  plant  is 
25,000  pairs  of  boots  and  shoes  daily.  When  ^Ir. 
Ames  connected  himself  with  the  factory  it  was 
thought  a  big  day's  work  to  put  out  2,000  pairs. 
The  entire  force  at  the  factory  then  consisted  of 
about  400  hands.  There  are  but  ten  men  now  on  the 
rolls  of  the  company  who  were  there  in  1868.  when 
Mr.  Ames  entered  upon  his  connection  with  the 
company. 

Mr.  Ames  was  married  in  1884  to  Sarah  Ellen 
Davis,  who  was  born  in  Jamestown,  Tenn.,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Edward  Davis,  of  New  York.  Three  children 
have  been  born  to  them,  Clara  Ellen,  Walter  Moore 


and  William  Benton.  Mr.  Ames  is  a  Republican, 
and  was  elected  a  tire  commissioner  in  1897,  and 
when  the  law  was  clianged  he  was  appointed  by  the 
mayor.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Udd  Fellows,  belonging  also  to  the 
Encampment ;  and  he  is  connected  with  the  Young 
JNIen's  Republican  Club.  In  his  religious  connection 
he  is  a  member  and  treasurer  of  the  Grand  Avenue 
Baptist  Church. 

FREDERICK  HENRY  BROCKETT.  The 
Brockett  family  in  England  dates  back  to  the  time 
of  the  Norman  conquest,  and  the  head  of  the  house 
in  the  time  of  Henry  III  was  knighted  by  that  mon- 
arch. But  a  more  honorable  record  still  is  that  of 
John  Brockett,  supposed  to  be  the  eldest  son  of  Sir 
John,  of  Hertfordshire,  England,  who,  having  dis- 
agreed with  his  father  on  religious  matters,  when 
about  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  in  the  time  of 
Charles  I,  relinquished  the  bright  prospects  which 
were  his,  and  cast  his  lot  with  the  Puritans,  in  1638 
coming  with  Rev.  John  Davenport  to  New  England. 
He  settled  in  New  Haven,  and  his  cognomen  in  the 
records  was  John,  the  planter.  He  had  a  good  edu- 
cation, and  was  by  profession  a  surveyor,  laying 
out  the  original  nine  squares  of  New  Haven ;  he 
was"  often  employed  in  his  profession  both  by  the 
court  and  by  the  people.  His  house  lot  was  near 
the  corner  of  Chapel  and  York  streets.  In  1667 
he  removed  to  Wallingford,  where  he  became  one 
of  its  most  prominent  settlers,  filling  many  impor- 
tant offices  in  the  village,  his  death  occurring  there 
]\Iarch  12,  1689.  John  Brockett's  children  were: 
John,  Befruitful  and  Benjamin  (twins),  Mary,  Si- 
lence, Abigail,  Samuel  and  Jabez.     Of  these. 

John  Brockett  was  the  first  resident  physician 
of  New  Haven.  Educated  at  Oxford,  England,  he 
had  the  advantages  of  the -best  European  schools, 
and  was  a  remarkable  man.  Dr.  John  Brockett 
had  children:  John,  Mary,  Mary  (2),  John  (2), 
Elizabeth,  Hannah,  Moses,  Abigail,  John  (3),  Sam- 
uel and  Benjamin. 

Closes  Brockett,  born  April  23,  1679,  died  in 
1764.  He  married  Jan.  8,  1706,  Ann  Grannis.  and 
had  children:  Ann,  Silence,  Lydia,  Moses,  Eliza- 
beth, Mary,  Abigail,  John,  Abel,  Richard,  Stephen, 
Sarah  and  Keziah. 

John  Brockett,  son  of  Moses,  born  Dec.  31,  1722. 
married  Thankful  Frost.  Dec.  14,  1745,  and  their 
children  were :  Thankful,  Mary,  Isaiah,  John  and 
Elizabeth. 

Isaiah  Brockett,  son  of  John,  was  a  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  and  was  with  Washington  in  the  battle 
of  Long  Island  and  tlie  retreat  to  New  York,  where 
he  was  taken  sick.  A  neighbor  from  North  Haven 
went  down  and  brought  him  home  on  horseback, 
this  good  friend  being  obliged  to  walk  all  the  way 
home,  leading  the  horse.  Mr.  Brockett  did  not  re- 
turn to  the  army,  but  furnished  a  substitute.  Eli  I. 
Brockett.  of  Holyoke,  Mass.,  one  of  his  great-grand- 
children, remembers  hearing  him  tell  of  this.  On 
Aug.    23,     1775,    Isaiah   Brockett    married    Sarah 
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Cooper,  ami  tlicy  had  three  children  :  Eli.  born  Sept. 
15,  1776;  Thomas,  born  April  12,  1778;  Dcthuel, 
June  22,  1780.  He  died  Feb.  13,  1840,  aged  eighty- 
si.\  years. 

l-:ii  IJrockctt,  great-grandfather  of  the  subject 
vi  this  sketch,  married  Lucy  Atwater,  April  15. 
1801,  and  to  them  were  born:  Bethuel,  Oct.  11, 
iSo-':  William.  June  22.  1805;  Lucy  Adeline,  May 
23,  1810;  and  George,  June  14,  1816.  The  father 
ot  these  died  Oct.  26,   1823,  aged   forty-seven. 

William  Brockett  was  an  extensive  farmer,  living 
ing  in  North  Haven,  near  Montowese.  On  May  27, 
1829,  he  married  Louisa  Eaton,  a  descendant  of 
Gov.  Eaton,  of  the  New  Haven  Colony.  She  died 
Sept.  29,  1884,  he  on  Oct.  10,  1891.  Their  family 
consisted  of  four  children:  Eli  Irwin,  the  father 
of  Frederick  H. ;  Robert,  who  married  Amanda  Con- 
ner, of  Ada,  Ohio,  and  was  a  mine  operator  in  Colo- 
rado for  some  years,  now  in  Chicago :  William,  wdio 
married  Carrie  Clark,  was  a  farmer,  and  is  now- 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in  Fair  Haven ; 
and  Ida,  now  deceased,  who  married  Edgar  Good- 
year, and  later  George  W.  Smith. 

Eli  Irwin  Brockett  was  born  April  6,  1834,  in 
the  North  Hill  District  of  North  Haven,  and  re- 
ceived a  district-school  education.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  carpenter,  at  which  he  worked  until  his 
enlistment  in  Company  K,  15th  Conn.  V.  I.,  for 
service  in  the  Civil  war.  Entering  the  regiment  as 
a  private,  he  was  promoted  to  sergeant,  and  con- 
tinued to  serve  through  the  entire  struggle,  being 
mustered  out  in  1865.  Returning  to  North  Haven, 
he  again  began  work  at  his  trade,  at  which  he  re- 
mained some  time,  afterward  taking  up  the  agency 
for  New  England  for  the  Wrought  Iron  Bridge 
Co.,  of  Canton,  Ohio.  In  1S83  he  removed  to  Hol- 
yoke,  Mass.,  where  he  now  resides.  On  Nov.  25. 
1856,  Mr.  Brockett  married  Mary  Todd,  of  North 
Haven,  who  was  born  Nov.  25,  1836,  a  daughter 
of  Orrin  and  Aurelia  (Clinton)  Todd.  Her  death 
took  place  Nov.  28,  1886,  and  on  July  10,  1890, 
Mr.  Brockett  married  Eliza  Whitaker. 

Frederick  Henry  Brockett,  the  only  child  of  his 
parents,  was  born  April  6.  1858.  in  North  Haven. 
He  enjoyed  a  district-school  training,  was  given  in- 
struction at  a  private  school  kept  by  Mrs.  Dr.  Lord 
and  daughter,  and  attended  Cargill's  Business  Col- 
lege, New  Haven.  With  his  father  he  worked  at  the 
carpenter's  trade  and  at  bridge-building,  and  assisted 
in  placing  bridges  in  all  parts  of  New  England. 
He  also  worked  in  Carr  &  Hobson's  agricultural  im- 
plement shops,  in  Clintonville.  removing  with  them. 
in  18S2,  to  Bergen  Point.  N.  J.,  remaining  there  one 
year.  Returning  to  North  Haven.  Mr.  Brockett. 
m  18.S7,  engaged  with  G.  H.  Todd  and  H.  L.  Thorpe 
m  the  manufacture  of  bricks.  The  firm  was  known 
as  Brockett  &  Todd,  and  continued  in  business  five 
years.  Then  Mr.  Brockett  bought  out  his  partners, 
and  for  several  vears  was  engaged  in  the  business 
for  himself.  In  1896  he  leased  the  Ouinnipiac  Brick 
Co.'s  plant,  and  has  continued  to  operate  it  since. 


of 


a    superior 


making    annually    4,000,000    brick, 
quality. 

On  June  i,  1882,  Air.  Brockett  was  married  to 
Charlotte  T.  Bishop,  born  March  11,  1859,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Erus  B.  and  Charlotte  (Thorpe)  Bishop.  To 
this  union  have  come:  Myron,  born  July  27,  1883, 
a  student  of  the  Boardman  Manual  Training  School, 
class  of  1902,  in  New  Haven  ;  Joseph,  born  in  1885, 
who  died  in  1886;  Horace,  born  April  25,  1887;  and 
Nelson,  born  Nov.  28,  1895.  I"  politics  Mr.  Brock- 
ett is  a  Prohibitionist,  being  conscientiously  opposed 
to  the  liquor  traffic ;  he  is  no  office-seeker.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  valued  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  in  which  he  has  been  a  deacon 
since  1896.  Socially  he  is  connected  with  North 
Haven  Lodge,  No.  61,  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen,  and  has  been  its  receiver  each  vear  since 
it  was  organized ;  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  North 
Haven  Grange.  Air.  Brockett  has  lived  a  busy  life 
and  reaps  the  just  reward,  being  one  of  the  most 
substantial  citizens  of  North  Haven,  where  he  en- 
joys the  esteem  of  all. 


DANIEL  H.  BACON,  one  of  the  representative 
citizens  of  Derby,  is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  in 
Woodbury,  Litchfield  county,  June  i.  1855.  and  be- 
longs to  quite  a  prominent  and  distinguished  fam- 
ily. His  great-grandfather,  Jabez  Bacon,  was  a 
very  shrewd,  enterprising  and  successful  man.  being 
well  known  throughout  lower  New  England  and 
eastern  New  York.  He  became  very  wealthy,  for 
that  day  and  generation,  before  he  died,  having  ac- 
cumulated immense  holdings  in  real  estate  as  well 
as  ready  monev. 

Daniel  Bacon,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  spent 
his  entire  Hfe  as  a  farmer  in  Woodbury,  Conn.  He 
married  Rebecca  Thompson,  a  native  of  the  same 
place,  and  to  them  were  born  eight  children :  Lvdia, 
who  married  Charles  C.  Thompson  ;  Rebecca  and 
Fannie,  who  both  died  unmarried ;  Maria,  who  mar- 
ried (jen.  Chauncey  Crafts ;  Julia,  who  married  John 
Marvin ;  John,  a  cripple,  who  married  Augusta 
Walker,  and  spent  hjs  life  in  Woodburv :  William 
T.,  father  of  our  subject;  and  Daniel,  who  married 
Jane  Green,  of  Woodbury,  and  lived  in  New  Haven. 

William  T.  Bacon  was  also  born  in  Woodbury,  | 
and  was  educated  at  Yale,  being  a  member  of  the 
celebrated  class  of  1837.  his  room-mate  part  of  the 
time  while  he  was  at  college  being  the  late  \\'illiam 
M.  Evarts.  of  New  York.  After  graduating  from 
the  academic  department  he  attended  the  divinity 
school,  from  where  he  graduated  in  1840.  While 
in  New  Haven  he  married  Aliss  Elizabeth  .\nn 
Knight,  daughter  of  Dr.  Jonathan  Knight,  professor 
of  surgery  at  Yale  College,  and  one  of  the  most 
celebrated  surgeons  of  his  dav.  Both  had  relatives 
who  aided  the  Colonies  in  their  struggle  for  inde- 
pendence as  solfliers  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 
After  his  marriage  William  T.  Bacon  accepted  the 
pastorate  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Trum- 
bull, Conn.,  but  was  soon  forced  to  give  it  up  on 
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account  of  ill  health.  He  then  moved  to  Woodbury,  ] 
Conn.,  where  he  remained  until  1806.  when  he  came  \ 
to  Derby,  where  he  died  in  1880,  his  wife  in  18S7. 
There  were  nine  children  born  to  this  couple :  Jon-  ( 
athan  K.  was  a  physician  of  Xew  Milford,  where  ; 
he  died  in  i8y8;  William  T.  was  a  veteran  of  the  i 
Civil  war,  and  afterward  engaged  in  the  printing  ! 
and  publishing  business  in  Derby,  Conn.,  l)eing  edi-  1 
tor  of  the  Derby  Transcript  at  the  time  of  his  death,  ■ 
which  occurred  in  Derby  June  i,  1884;  Frederick  A.  ! 
is  a  mechanic,  now  living  at  Pittsburg,  Pa. ;  Walter  j 
C.  is  in  the  insurance  business  in  Kansas  City,  and  1 
is  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  that  place;  i 
Daniel  H.  is  our  subject:  James  F.  died  young;  ' 
Rebecca  T.  is  unmarried ;  Annie  F.  is  the  widow  of 
the  late  Hanford  L.  Shaw,  of  Aliddletown,  X.  Y. ; 
and  Bessie  died  in  infancy. 

Daniel  H.  Bacon  passed  the  first  eleven  years  of 
Jiis  life  in  Woodbury,  and  then  accompanied  his 
parents  on  their  removal  to  Derby,  where  he  attended 
the  common  schools,  but  he  completed  his  education 
at  Great  Barrington,  i\Iass.  In  1869  he  commenced 
work  in  his  father's  printing  establishment  in  Derby, 
and .  continued  with  him  until  he  finally  assumed 
charge  and  ownership  of  the  business,  which  in- 
cluded the  publishing  and  editing  of  the  Derby 
Transcript.  In  1889  he  started  the  Daily  Transcript, 
but  the  strain  proving  too  much,  he  sold  the  paper 
the  following  year  and  has  since  successfully  en- 
^gaged  in  the  general  printing  and  publishing  busi- 
ness in  Shelton's  Block,  Derby. 

On  Oct.  15,  1879,  iNIr.  Bacon  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Aliss  Alary  K.  Stillman,  a  daughter  of 
Dr.  Rosswell  Stillman,  of  Xorth  Haven,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  three  children,  namely :  Ross- 
well,  who  is  now  with  the  Armour  Packing  Co., 
at  Kansas  City,  i\Io. ;  William  T.,  who  is  being  pre- 
pared for  Yale  College  at  Phillips  Academy,  Ando- 
ver,  Alass. ;  and  iNIarjorie,  aged  nine  years.  iMr. 
Bacon  is  a  member  of  the  Derby-Shelton  Board  of 
Trade,  and  fraternally  is  afiiliated  v»ith  King  Hiram 
Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican, 
ever  ready  to  give  his  support  to  any  enterprise  for 
the  public  good.  In  his  religious  connection  he  be- 
longs to  the  Second  Congregational  Church. 

GEORGE  HORACE  WILCOX,  vice-president 
of  the  International  Silver  Co.,  of  Meriden,  is  a 
native  of  that  city,  bom  Aug.  22,  1856.  His  father. 
Horace  C.  Wilcox,  was  founder  of  the  Meriden 
Britannia  Co.,  as  elsewhere  related.  The  son  re- 
ceived his  primary  education  in  Washington,  Conn., 
and  after  courses  in  a  private  preparatory  school  at 
Ithaca,  X.  Y.,  and  the  Hopkins  Grammar  School 
at  Xew  Haven,  he  entered  Yale  Scientific  School, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1875.  He  at  once 
entered  the  office  of  the  Meriden  Britannia  Co..  as 
errand  boy,  and  graduallv  won  promotion  until  he 
assumed  its  presidency  in  1893.  Five  years  later, 
by  consolidation  of  this  and  other  silver-producing 
concerns,  the  International  Silver  Co.  was  formed, 


and  Mr.  Wilcox  became  its  vice-president,  a  position 
which  he  fills  with  characteristic  ability.  Partaking 
of  the  keen  business  ability  naturally  to  be  expected 
from  his  father's  son,  he  occupies  a  responsible  and 
pleasant  position  among  his  contemporaries  and 
business  associates. 

in  manner  Mr.  Wilco.x;  is  genial  and  afifable, 
and  the  humblest  among  his  employes  is  sure  of 
considerate  and  kind  treatment  from  him.  He  has 
long  been  identified  with  the  First  Congregational 
Church  of  iNIeriden.  and  is  a  Mason  of  Knight 
Templar  degree,  affiliating  with  Aleridian  Lodge, 
X'o.  yy ;  Keystone  Chapter,  Xo.  27 ;  and  St.  Elmo 
Commandcry,  Xo.  9,  all  of  Meriden.  In  political 
principle  he  is  a  Republican  with  independent  ten- 
dencies, and  has  never  accepted  any  political  prefer- 
ment. 

In  1884  Mr.  Wilco.x  was  married  to  Miss  X'et- 
tie  B.  Curtis,  of  Xew  Britain.  Conn.,  daughter  of 
Lucius  W.  and  Olive  (Hotchkiss)  Curtis,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  and  the  latter  of 
^ileriden.  The  family  of  Air.  and  Airs.  Wilcox  in- 
cludes three  sons,  namely :  Harold  C,  Roy  C.  and 
Horace  Wilcox. 

WILLIAAI  TAYLOR,  the  senior  partner  in  the 
firm  of  Taylor  &  Taylor,  plumbers,  steam  and  gas 
fitters,  and  one  of   Aleriden's   busy   and   successful 
men,  was  born  in  Sheffield.  England,  Jan.  21.  1851. 
Thomas  Taylor,  his  father,  was  a  native  of  the 
same  place,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  worked 
in  the  cutlery  business,  for  which  that  city  is  famous. 
He  was  married  in  England,  to  Alary  A.  Wright, 
but   in    1852   Air.   Taylor  came   alone   to   America, 
making  the  trip  on  a  sailing  vessel,  from  Liverpool 
to    X"ew    York.      His    destination    was    Xaugatuck, 
Conn.,  where  he  had  learned  there  were  works  en- 
gaged in  his  line,  and  there  very  soon  he  secured 
i  employment  as  a  knife  maker  at  the  factory  of  the 
L'nion  Knife  Co.,  and  there  he  spent  the  greater 
part  of  his  succeeding  life.     When  he  gave  up  fac- 
i  tory  work  he  bought  a  small  farm  in  the  town  of 
'  Prospect,  and  there  he  died,  an  upright,  industrious 
I  and  honest  man.     His  affiliation  in  politics  was  with 
j  the  Republican  party,  and  through  life  he  had  been 
a  consistent  member  of  the  Alethodist  Church.     Six 
;  months  after  Air.  Taylor  came  to  America,  and  had 
i  established  himself  permanently,  his  wife,  with  their 
j  three  children,  embarked  at  Liverpool,  and  after  a 
j  long  and  stormy  passage,  during  which  Airs.  Tay- 
lor gave  birth  to  a  child  and  died,  and  was  buried 
at  sea  with  her  infant,  the  three  bereaved  children 
reached  their  father,  at  Xaugatuck.     These  children 
were:    Sarah,   who  married   Charles   E.   Longden ; 
John  W..  now  a  traveling  salesman  for  a  Boston 
firm:  and  William,  of  this  sketch.    The  father  later 
married  Alarv  Ann  Hall,  a  native  of  Birmingham, 
Conn.,  to  which  union  one  child  was  born,  Freder- 
ick H.,  who  resides  in  the  West. 

William  Taylor  was  only  two  years  old  when  he 
left  his  native  land,  with  his  mother,  brother  and 
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sister,  to  join  his  father.  His  schoohng-  was  re- 
ceived in  the  common  schools  of  Xauijatuck,  and, 
being  apt,  he  entered  high  school,  akhougli  by  the 
time  he  was  twelve  years  old  he  started  out  to  care 
fi)r  himself.  His  first  employment  was  with  the 
L'nion  Knife  Co.,  with  his  father,  and  there  he  re- 
niained  until  he  had  attained  his  majority.  In  1870 
he  left  home  and  went' to  Wallingford.  where  he 
engaged  with  the  Miller  Bros.,  in  the  cutlery  busi- 
ness, and  remained  in  their  employ  seventeen  years, 
during  which  time  he  was  foreman  in  the  finishing 
department,  enjoying  the  confidence  of  his  employ- 
ers and  the  respect  of  those  under  his  direction. 
In  1887  Mr.  Taylor  formed  a  partnership  with 
James  T.  Kay,  under  the  firm  title  of  Kay  &  Taylor,  I 
gas  fitters  and  plumbers,  which  continued  for  two 
years,  and  then  a  new  combination  was  formed, 
with  0"Connell  &  }^Ieiklen ;  two  years  later  he 
bought  out  these  partners,  and  in  1892  the  present 
strong  firm  was  formed,  the  associating  partner  be- 
ing Charles  Taylor,  and  the  firm  title,  Taylor  & 
Taylor,  has  for  nine  years  stood  as  a  synonym  for 
excellent  work  and  honest  dealing. 

Mr.  William  Taylor  is  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  of  Meriden,  and  is  fraternally  connected  with 
the  Masonic  order,  dating  back  twenty-five  years, 
the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  the  New  England  Order 
of  Protection.  In  politics  Mr.  Taylor  has  always 
been  an  active  Republican.  He  has  represented 
the  Third  ward  in  the  city  council,  and  has  been 
alderman  for  two  terms,  serving  from  that  ward  at 
the  present" date.  In  January,  1901,  he 'was  elected 
president  pro  tern,  of  the  council,  which  office  he 
fills   with   dignity  and   credit. 

In  1876  Mr.  Taylor  was  married  in  ^Meriden  to 
Inez  J.  Gladwin,  a  daughter  of  Timothy  O.  and 
Lois  (Case)  Gladwin,  a  lady  of  beautiful  character 
and  one  of  education  and  culture.  The  children  of 
this  marriage  number  four:  Ernest,  a  graduate  of 
the  Meriden  high  school,  in  business  with  his  fa- 
ther; Arthur  W.,  a  graduate  of  the  Meriden  high 
school,  is  engaged  with  the  Aeolian  Co..  of  Meri- 
den ;  Lewis  I.  and  Louisa  L.  are  students.  The 
family  connection  is  with  the  Congregational 
Church,  where  ^Ir.  Taylor  is  generous  in  its  sup- 
port, and  where  Mrs.  Taylor  is  a  valued  teacher  in 
the  Sunday-school.  Her  acquaintance  in  Meriden 
is  large,  as  for  several  years  she  was  a  favorite 
teacher  in  the  public  schools.  The  esteem  in  which 
Mr.  Taylor  is  held  in  Meriden  is  very  genuine,  and 
he  is  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  city. 

EDWARD  S.  PRITCHARD,  an  energetic  and 
successful  business  man  of  Waterbury,  belongs  to 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly  respected  fam- 
ilies of  the  Naugatuck  \'alley.  The  first  to  locate 
in  W  aterbury  was  Roger  Pritchard,  wlio  was  born 
m  Milford,  Conn.,  a  son  of  r)enjamin  Pritchard.  and 
grandson  of  Roger  Pritchard,  who  was  the  progeni- 
tor of  the  family  in  America  and  a  resident  of  Mil- 
tord.  I  he  grandson  of  this  worthy  pioneer  removed 
with  his  family  to  Waterbury  at  an  early  day,  and 


here  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  May 
18,  17O0.  He  was  married  in  his  native  town  Alarch 
8,  1715,  to  Hannah  Northrop,  daughter  of  W  illiaui 
Northrop.  By  that  union  were  born  five  children, 
wiiose  names  and  dates  of  birth  were  as  follows : 
Roger,  Dec.  25,  1716;  Hannah,  Oct.  2,  1718;  Mary, 
March  4,  1722;  Ann,  Feb.  14,  1724;  and  Ephraim, 
1726.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  Nov.  28, 
172O,  and  by  his  second  wife,  Sarah,  Roger  Pritch- 
ard had  si.x  children:  Phebe,  born  April  16,  1731; 
Abigail,  March  15,  1733;  Sibella,  Jan.  9,  1736; 
Abraham,  (Jet.  12,  1737;  Amos,  Aug.  27,  1739;  and 
Elihu,  Oct.  27,  1741.  The  two  youngest  were  born 
in  Waterbury,  the  others  in  Alilford. 

Amos  Pritchard,  son  of  Roger,  engaged  in  farm- 
ing all  his  life  on  what  is  now  known  as  Bucks 
Hill.  He  was  married  ]\Iay  26,  1768,  by  Rev.  2\iark 
Leavenworth,  to  Lydia  Blakeslee,  by  whom  he  had 
two  children:  Lydia  (wife  of  Eleazer  Hall),  born 
April  12,  1769;  and  Amos,  born  Oct.  22,  i/jo.  The 
wife  and  mother  died  Sept.  21,  1771,  and  on  Aug. 
20,  1777,  Amos  Pritchard  wedded  Mrs.  Mary 
Adams,  widow  of  Samuel  Adams.  By  that  union 
there  were  seven  children:  Roger,  born  May  17, 
1778,  died  Aug.  13,  1779;  Sabra,  born  Jan.  6,  1780, 
married  Isaac  Allen;  Roger,  born  ]March  7,  1782; 
Ora,  born  Oct.  26,  1783,  married  Dyer  Hotchkiss; 
Elias,  born  Jan.  28,  1786,  was  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject;  Aaron,  born  Dec.  i,  1788,  died  -March 
31.  1795;  and  Ruth,  bom  Oct.  7,  1791,  died  un- 
married. 

Elias  Pritchard,  our  subject's  grandfather,  spent 
his  entire  life  on  Bucks  Hill,  and  was  buried  in  the 
cemetery  there.  He  was  a  stone  mason  by  occupa- 
tion, and  a  JetTersonian  Democrat  in  politics.  He 
married  Hannah,  daughter  of  David  and  Submit 
(Hotchkiss)  Payne,  and  granddaughter  of  Capt. 
Gideon  Hotchkiss.  In  their  family  were  the  foUow- 
'ing  children :  Luman,  born  Feb.  16,  1805 ;  Aaron, 
born  Jan.  5,  1807,  died  March  27,  1807;  ^Minerva, 
born  Oct.  2,  1808;  Emeline,  born  Dec.  29,  1810, 
married  first  William  Tulford,  and  second  Bennett 
Scott;  Rebecca,  born  July  2,  1814,  married  Norman 
Ailing;  Clarissa,  born  July  27,  1816,  married  M. 
W.  Welton ;  Roxanna  and  one  who  died  in  infancy 
were  twins,  born  Jan.  15,  1818;  George  Nelson, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  next  in  order  of  birth; 
David  ^liles,  born  March  2,  1825 ;  and  WiUiam 
Harry,  born  June  21,  1826. 

George  Nelson  Pritchard  was  born  Aug.  17, 
1819,  and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of 
Waterbury.  He  learned  the  carpenter's  and  joiner's 
trade  with  Bennett  &  Chatfield,  and  has  always 
followed  that  occupation,  being  a  contractor  and 
builder  for  several  years.  He  spent  some  time  at 
work  in  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  but  for  the  past 
forty  years  has  lived  on  the  Wolcott  road  in  the 
town  of  Waterbury.  He  is  still  quite  active,  and  is 
employed  in  the  wood  working  department  of  our 
subject's  shop  near  Mill  Plain.  He  is  a  Jacksonian 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  is  liberal  in  his  religious 
views,  though  he  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
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Church.  On  Nov.  4,  1843,  in  Waterbury,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  .Miss  Laura  A.  Peck,  a 
native  of  Bethany,  Conn.,  and  a  daughter  of  Titus 
Peck.  They  have  now  traveled  Hfe"s  journey  to- 
gether for  fifty-eight  year.s,  sharing  its  joys  and  sor- 
rows, its  adversity  and  prosperity.  To  them  were 
born  nine  children,  namely :  Elias,  who  died  in 
Ohio;  Hannah,  deceased  wife  of  William  Sanford; 
Eliza  M.,  who  first  married  Thomas  Linsley  (de- 
ceased), second  the  late  Charles  Leonard,  and  third 
Robert  J.  Walker;  Edward  S.,  our  subject;  Alary, 
deceased ;  Anna,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years ; 
Harry,  a  caster  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  married  Carrie 
Andrews,  of  Waterbury ;  Elias,  a  carpenter  and 
joiner,  formerly  of  Waterbury,  married  first  Sarah 
Barnes,  and  second  Airs.  Annie  Hoar,  of  Fall 
River;  and  Alercy,  who  died  young. 

Edward  S.  Pritchard,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  was  born  Feb.  7,  185 1,  in  Waterville, 
Conn.,  and.  attended  the  district  schools  of  Mill 
Plain,  Waterbury.  In  early  life  he  worked  with  his 
father  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  also  followed 
farming  to  some  extent.  After  attaining  his  ma- 
jority he  entered  the  employ  of  Brown  Bros.,  of 
Waterbury,  and  worked  under  E.  L.  Frisbee  as  a 
caster  in  the  brass  shop  for  eighteen  years.  For 
'the  past  twelve  years  he  has  been  connected  with 
the  firm  of  Booth  &  Hayden  as  a  contractor 
caster,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  that  line  of  busi- 
ness in  the  Naiigatuck  Valley.  Since  1892  he  has 
had  a  blacksmitli  and  general  repair  shop  at  his 
home  near  Alill  Plain,  where  he  works  during  spare 
moments.  For  several  years  he  has  been  interested 
in  the  ice  business,  and  at  present  is  also  engaged  in 
the  meat  business.  He  is  very  industrious,  enter- 
prising and  progressive,  and  to  his  own  unaided 
efforts  may  be  attributed  his  success,  for  he  started 
out  in  life  for  himself  with  no  capital  or  intluential 
friends  to  assist  him.  He  owns  a  well-improved 
place  at  Alill  Plain,  upon  which  he  has  erected  a 
comfortable  residence,  a  good  barn  and  other  build- 
ings. By  his  ballot  he  supports  the  men  and  meas- 
ures of  the  Republican  party,  but  has  never  sought 
official  honors.  For  five  years  he  was  a  member  of 
the  State  Alilitia,  but  has  never  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  public  affairs,  preferring  to  devote  his  entire 
attention  to  his  business  interests. 

Mr.  Pritchard  was  married  in  Waterbury,  Dec. 
25,  1871,  to  Aliss  Jennie  S.  Warner,  a  native  of 
Hamden  and  a  step-daughter  of  Hobart  Warner. 

JAMES  B.  SCRANTON.  Among  the  well- 
known  business  citizens  of  New  Haven  is  James  B. 
Scranton,  the  efficient  superintendent  of  the  Biglow 
Manufacturing  Co.,  of  this  city.  He  was  born  in 
Augusta  Center,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  5,  1847,  ^ 
son  of  Harry  and  Eliza  (Ives)  Scranton,  the  for- 
mer of  whom  was  a  son  of  Samuel  .Scranton,  who 
was  born  in  Guilford,  Conn.,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming.  There  he  married  and  reared  a  family  of 
four  children,  these  being :   Samuel,  Harry,  Amanda 


and  Julia.  Samuel  was  a  farmer  in  Guilford  on 
the  old  homestead;  Amanda  married  a  Mr.  Frisbie, 
a  sea-faring  man;  and  Julia  married  a  Mr.  Benton, 
all  of  Guilford. 

Harry  Scranton,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Guilford,  Conn.,  in  1801,  and  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 1855.  His  early  years  were  spent  on  a  farm 
in  Guilford,  and  while  still  a  young  man  he  went 
to  Florida,  later  moving  to  Oneida  county,  N.  Y., 
where  he  bought  land  and  built  a  home.  He  mar- 
ried Eliza  Ives,  who  died  Dec.  25,  1855.  The  fam- 
ily born  to  Harry  Scranton  and  wife  numbered  nine 
children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the  others 
being:  Samuel,  who  was  a  carpenter  and  lived  in 
Augusta  Center,  N.  Y. ;  William  C.  for  many  years 
has  been  a  clothier  in  Utica.  N.  Y. ;  Henry  .\.  for 
a  time  was  a  carpenter  in  Augusta  Center,  but  later 
removed  to  Oil  City,  Pa. ;  Julia,  deceased,  married 
Charles  Eastman  and  lived  in  Iowa ;  George  I.  lives 
in  West  Haven,  Conn.;  James  B. ;  and  Albert  M., 
who  was  a  ship  carpenter  on  a  whaler,  later  sfettled 
in  Riceville,  Pa.,  and  for  a  time  was  postmaster  of 
that  place.  In  politics  Harry  Scranton  was  a  Demo- 
crat, believing  in  the  principles  of  that  party,  and 
he  served  as  town  clerk  for  many  years.  He  was 
one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Methodist  Church 
in  his  locality. 

The  boyhood  days  of  James  B.  Scranton  were 
spent  in  i\ugusta  Center,  and  there  he  attended  the 
district  schools  until  he  was  ten  years  of  age,  at 
that  time  entering  the  Onondaga  Academy,  where 
he  studied  for  four  years.  The  next  two  years  he 
occupied  in  work  on  the  grounds  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  school  principal,  at  the  end  of  this  period 
being  apprenticed  to  the  machinist's  trade,  entering 
the  shops  of  the  N.  Y.  C.  R.  R. 

In  1868  Mr.  Scranton  made  the  trip  to  Califor- 
nia by  way  of  the  Isthmus,  and  remained  in  that 
section  for  two  years  engaged  in  work  for  the  Cen- 
tral Pacific  Railway  Co.,  in  the  spring  of  1870  locat- 
ing in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  as  foreman  in  one  of  the 
shops  of  the  N.  Y.  C.  R.  R.,  where  he  remained 
so  connected  until  1874.  For  four  years  Air.  Scran- 
ton filled  the  responsible  position  of  engineer  on  the 
route  between  Syracuse  and  \\'atertown,  and  then 
became  general  foreman  in  the  shops  in  East  Buf- 
falo, remaining  until  1S83,  when  he  was  made  super- 
intendent of  the  D.  PVisbie  &  Co.  Alanufactory, 
New  Flaven.  Since  i8i)2'he  has  filled  a  sim- 
ilar position  with  the  Biglow  Company.  Perhaps 
no  man  in  his  position  has  had  more  thorough 
training  than  Air.  Scranton.  Beginning  the  work 
with  a  natural  liking  for  it,  he  has  made  it  a  life 
study,  and  understands  it  both  scientifically  and 
practically,  and  he  is  considered  one  of  the  most 
reliable  and  careful  men  in  his  department  in  this 
city. 

On  Nov.  21,  1872,  Air.  Scranton  was  married 
to  Aliss  Jane  Handwright,  who  was  born  in  Alarcy, 
N.  Y.,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  Hand- 
wright, of  the  same  locality,  but  of  Irish  extrac- 
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tion.  Fintr  cliiUIren  have  been  born  to  this  union :  \ 
Editli  M-,  James  B.,  Jr.,  William  J.  and  Mary  T. 
Mr.  Scranton  has  long  been  an  active  and  influential 
mcinttcr  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  is  socially 
connected  with  the  A.  O.  L'.  W.  and  Legion  of 
Honor.  The  religious  home  of  the  family  is  with 
St.  Mary's  Roman  Catholic  Church,  to  which  he  is  ' 
a  liberal  and  cheerful  contributor.  Mr.  Scranton  is 
nt)t  only  highly  esteemed  by  the  company  he  so  ably 
and  faithfully  serves,  but  is  regarded  as  an  excellent 
citizen  and  most  desirable  neighbor.  \ 

•  I 

EDWARD  A.  HOTCHKISS,  a  well-kno%\-n  ' 
contractor  and  builder  of  Xaugatuck,  is  one  of  the 
most  energetic  and  enterprising  business  men  of 
that  place.  The  thoroughness  and  persistency  with 
which  he  applied'  himself  while  learning  his  trade  ' 
have  characterized  his  entire  business  career  and 
have  been  supplemented  by  careful  attention  to  de- 
tails and  by  honorable,  straightforward  effort  that 
has  gained  him  a  most  excellent  and  enviable  repu- 
tation. 

The  Hotchkiss  family  have  long  resided  in  this 
county.  Dyer  Hotchkiss,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  the  town  of  Waterbury,  and 
throughout  life  followed  farming  and  carpentering. 
He  married  Orra  Camp,  and  located  upon  a  farm  in 
Naugatuck,  where  he  sjjent  his  remaining  days.  His 
remains  were  interred  in  that  town.  In  his  family 
were  five  children :  Charles  (  deceased  )  was  a  con- 
tractor and  builder  of  Torrington,  Conn. ;  Henry 
(deceased)  was  a  farmer  of  Cheshire;  ]\lary  (de- 
ceased) was  the  widow  of  Zenas  Potter,  a  black- 
smith by  trade,  and  made  her  home  in  Waterbury ; 
Amos  H.  was  the  father  of  our  subject;  and  Sarah 
married  Harmon  Payne,  a  farmer  and  cattle  dealer 
of  Bristol,  Connecticut. 

Amos  H.  Hotchkiss,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a  native  of  Xaugatuck,  and  died  there  in  1893.  In 
early  life  he  also  engaged  in  contracting  and  build- 
ing, but  later  followed  the  occupation  of  farming. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Republican.  He  married  Miss 
Sally  M.  Scott,  a  native  of  Middlebury,  Xew  Haven 
Co.,  Conn.,  and  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Scott.  She 
died  in  1898.  To  this  worthy  couple  were  born  nine 
children,  as  follows :  Mary,  deceased  wife  of  David 
Morse;  Jane,  wife  of  James  Alegin,  of  Bethany, 
Conn.;  Dyer,  a  carpenter  of  X'augatuck:  Alice,  wife 
of  C.  F.  Wedge,  of  Xaugatuck;  Ann,  wife  of  Henry 
Dudley,  of  Ansonia,  Conn. ;  Sarah,  deceased  wife 
of  Stephen  Johns  ;  Alarcia,  a  resident  of  Xaugatuck  ; 
Esther,  wife  of  Edmund  F.  Hoyt,  of  Middlebury; 
and  Edward  A.,  our  subject. 

Edward  A.  Hotchkiss  was  born  in  Xaugatuck 
June  ri,  1854.  He  attended  the  common  schools  of 
Xaugatuck  until  eighteen  years  of  age.  and  then 
assisted  his  father  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm 
until  twenty-five.  The  following  five  years  he  de- 
voted to  thoroughly  learning  the  carpenter's  trade 
■\v;th  Hial  Stevens,  a  contractor  of  Xaugatuck.  and 
lor  one  year  he  worked  at  various  places.     In  1884 


he  began  contracting  and  building  on  his  own  ac- 
count, and  is  still  successfully  engaged  in  that  busi- 
ness. He  also  owns  and  operates  a  sawmill  and 
farm  in  Beacon  X'alley,  where  he  makes  his  home,  j 
and  is  accounted  one  of  the  leading  business  men  j 
of  the  community.  | 

On  Xov.  19,  1879,  ^IJ"-  Hotchkiss  married  Miss ' 
Jennie  Schofield,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Schofield, 
and  they  have  had  a  family  of  five  children :  Wal- 
ter A.,  George  B.,  Ida  M.,  Tracy  J.  and  Sarah  R. 
(deceased).  Mr.  Hotchkiss  is  identified  with  no 
particular  political  party,  voting  for  the  min  whom 
he  believes  best  qualified  to  fill  the  office,  regardless 
of  party  lines.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Golden*  Cross 
and  the  Grange. 

SAXFORD  HAWKIXS,  a  leading  business' 
man  of  Milford,  w-as  born  Feb.  19,  1854,  in  Say- 
ville.  Long  Island,  son  of  Jonas  X.  and  Keturah 
(Xewton)  Hawkins. 

Jonas  X^  Hawkins  was  a  native  of  Middle  Island, 
born  July  25,  1817,  and  in  early  manhood  went  to 
Smithtown,  Long  Island,  where  he  learned  the 
blacksmith's  trade.  For  some  years  he  followed  hisi 
trade  in  Sayville,  and  in  1867  he  removed  to  Mil-i 
ford,  engagmg  first  in  the  oyster  business,  whichj 
he  carried  on  two  years.  In  about  1870  he  became! 
interested  in  the  grocery  business,  and  in  1873  thel 
store  was  removed  to  Broad  street,  on  the  north 
side  of  the  "Green,"  where  it  is  still  located,  our 
subject  now  conducting  it.  Air.  Hawkins  died  in 
Alilford  July  26,  1892.  His  first  wife,  who  died 
]\Iay  27,  1861,  was  a  native  of  Smithtown,  and  a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Xewton,  a  well-known  resi-i 
dent  of  that  place.  Of  the  eight  children  of  Jonasj 
I  X'.  and  Keturah  Hawkins  the  following  is  the  rec-j 
ord :  ]\Iichael  S.  is  a -druggist  in  Salem,  Ohio;! 
Theodore  is  deceased ;  Edgar  W.  is  engaged  in  thel 
real-estate  business  in  San  Francisco,  Cal. ;  Jones  X 
died  in  boyhood;  Albert  E.  is  deceased;  3kliss  Emma 
K.  resides  in  Sayville,  L.  I. ;  Sanford  and  Annie  E 
are  in  Milford.  The  father  married  again  in  1S65, 
and  his  widow  resides  in  Milford. 

Sanford  Hawkins  attended  the  schools  of  Say- 
ville until  he  reached  the  age  of  fourteen,  and  on 
Jan.  2,  1868,  went  to  Alilford,  where  he  continued! 
his  studies  in  a  private  school.     On  leaving  school! 
lie  became  a  clerk  in  his  father's  store,  and  after] 
the  death  of  the  latter  he  succeeded  him  in  busi-! 
ness.     He  carries  a  large  and  well-selected  stock  of' 
groceries,  crockery,  hardware,  cutlery,  paints,  oils,  '■ 
window   glass,   woodenware,   cordage,   and   similar  | 
commodities,  and  is  the  agent  in  Milford  for  the 
Belcher  &  Taylor  Agricultural  Tool  Co.,  Masury's 
railroad  colors,  and  Crockett's  wood  preservatives. 
He  has  always   identified  himself  with  matters  of 
public  interest  in  the  town,  and  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of   the   Board   of   Trade   during   its   existence. 
He  is  now  president  of  the  Business  Men's  Associa- 
tion,  in   which   his    enterprise   and   foresight   have 
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found  a  wide  field  for  useful  effort,  rolitically 
Mr.  Hawkins  is'  a  Republican.  He  has  been  town 
auditor,  and  is  now  town  treasurer.  H^e  is  one  of 
the  most  active  members  of  W'opowage  Lodge,  No. 
14,  1.  (J.  O.  F.,  of  Alilford,  of  whicn  he  has  been 
treasurer  for  fourteen  years.  He  and  his  family  be- 
long to  the  Congregational  Church  of  Milford,  for 
many  years  he  has  served  on  the  Society's  commit- 
tee and  the  Church  committee,  and  for  lifteen  years 
he  has  been  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Sunday- 
school. 

In  1883  Mr.  Hawkins  married  Miss  Laura  E. 
Cole,  of  Manstield,  Mass.,  who  died  in  1885,  leaving 
one  son,  Harold  S.  For  his  second  wife  Alr.irlawkins 
married  ALss  Julia  Smith,  of  Alilford,  and  by  her 
he  has  two  children,  Eleanor  D.  and  Xewton  Smith, 
the  latter  born  Dec.  24,  1899. 

EDWARD  ^L  WOODWARD,  now  living  in 
the  old  Woodward  home  in  Xew  Haven,  was  for 
over  thirty  years  engaged  in  the  coal  business  in 
that  city,  and  was  ranked  among  its  successful  and 
substantial  residents. 

Mr.  Woodward  was  born  Aug.  20,  1842,  in  East 
Haven,  now  Xew  Haven,  and  belongs  to  a  family 
which  has  long  been  established'  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  His  emigrant  ancestor,  Rev.  John  Wood- 
ward, was  graduated  from  Cambridge  College  in 
1693,  and  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  church  at  Xor- 
wich,  Conn.,  Dec.  6,  1699.  He  was  admitted  an  in- 
habitant of  Xew  Haven  Dec.  24,  1716.  From  him 
our  subject  is  descended  through  John,  John  (2), 
John  (3),  John  (4)  and  Lyman. 

John  Woodward  (4),  like  all  his  immediate  fore- 
fathers, followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  He 
lived  on  the  site  of  St.  Andrew's  AL  E.  Church, 
of  New  Haven,  in  what  was  then  East  Haven,  in 
the  locality  known  as  Woodwardtown.  His  wife, 
Mary  (Davenport),  was  of  the  fourth  generation 
in  descent  from  Rev.  John  Davenport,  the  noted 
divine  who  early  settled  in  Xew  Haven.  They  had 
a  family  of  seven  children :  Clarissa,  Roswell,  Eliza,  | 
Emeline,  John,  and  Leura  and  Lyman  (twinsj.  1 

Lyman  Woodward,  father  of  Edward  AL,  was 
bom  in  1810,  in  East  Haven,  and  reached  a  good 
old  age,  dying  Xov.  19,  1885.  He  commenced  life 
on  his  own  account  at  an  early  age,  leaving  home 
when  a  mere  lad  of  twelve  years,  and  for  a  time 
clerked  in  a  store  in  Fair  Haven  conducted  by 
H.  &  S.  R.  Hotchkiss.  Later  he  was  employed  as 
clerk  in  a  store  in  Xew  Haven,  and  afterward,  in 
partnership  with  a  cousin,  James  C.  Woodward,  em- 
barked in  the  grocery  business  for  himself,  in  Fair 
Haven,  continuing  thus  some  twenty-five  years.  The 
partnership  was  then  dissolved,  and  Lyman  Wood- 
ward started  anew,  but  alone,  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness in  the  same  street  (  East  Grand  avenuej,  where 
he  continued  for  another  twenty-five  years,  retiring 
about  a  year  previous  to  his  death.  -\ir.  Woodward 
married  r^Iiss  Jeannette  R.  Maltby,  of  East  Haven, 
a  daughter  of  Degrasse  Maltby,  the  latter  born  in 


Xorthford,  Conn.  She  passed  away  Sept.  20,  1888. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodward  had  two  children,  Edward 
M_.  and  S.  Isabelle.  The  parents  were  actively  iden- 
tified with  the  Grand  Avenue  Congregational 
Church,  jn  the  founding  of  which  Air.  Woodward 
took  a  prominent  part,  and  he  served  for  many 
years  as  treasurer  of  that  congregation.  He  also 
served  as  treasurer  of  the  school  district,  and  in  offi- 
cial position,  as  in  private  matters,  proved  himself  a 
capable  man  of  business.  In  185 1,  having  purchased 
the  property,  he  built  the  house  at  Xo.'  1C9  Grand 
avenue,  which  his  children  now  occupy,  neither  hav- 
ing married. 

Edward  AI.  Woodward  was  born  in  Quinnipiac 
avenue,  where  he  lived  for  nine  years,  ancThis  home 
has  since  been  in  the  old  family  residence  in  Grand 
avenue.  He  received  his  education  in  the  city 
schools,  attending  the  Thomas  G.  Sloan  school  and 
Gen.  Russell's  Aiilitary  Academy.  Leaving  school 
when  about  sixteen,  he  spent  the  next  ten  years  with 
his  father  in  the  grocery  business,  and  in  October, 
1868,  engaged  in  business  independentlv  as  a  coal 
merchant,  continuing  in  that  line  until  June,  1900, 
since  when  he  has  lived  retired.  Air.  Woodward 
enjoyed  a  lucrative  trade  and  the  highest  confidence 
of  his  business  associates  throughout  his  career,  and 
ever  maintained  the  standards  of  honor  and  integrity 
upheld  by  his  ancestors  through  many  generations. 
Like  his  father,  he  attends  the  Grand  Avenue 
Church,  in  which  he  holds  membership.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  political  sentiment. 

CAPT.  AIAGXUS  AIAXSOX  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Xew  Haven  since  1852,  and  throughout  that 
long  period  has  been  identified  with  the  marine  in- 
terests of  that  city,  though  for  the  past  several 
years  he  has  lived  semi-retired. 

The  Captain  is  a  native  of  the  Shetland  Isles^ 
born  June  29,  1829,  son  of  John  and  Alary  (Alouat) 
Alanson,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Scotland,  the 
former  also  a  native  of  the  Shetland  Isles.  Thev 
had  six  children,  three  of  whom  survive,  our  sub- 
ject being  the  youngest ;  Capt.  Gilbert  is  a  resident 
of  Boston ;  Ann  married  Dan  A.  Tulleck,  of  Scot- 
land, whom  she  survives,  now  living  in  Xew  Ha- 
ven with  her  sons.  The  father  was  engaged  as  fish- 
erman, sawyer  and  weaver.  He  reached  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety-five  vears,  and  the  mother  lived 
to  be  ninety.  Both  were  members  of  the  Established 
Church  of  Scotland. 

Alagnus  Alanson  received  his  education  in  his 
native  land,  where  he  remained  up  to  the  age  of 
twenty  years.  He  then  went  to  England,  and"  hav- 
ing decided  to  adopt  a  sea-faring  life  served  his 
tmie  as  apprentice  on  board  ship.  After  two  vears 
he  came  to  Xew  Haven  on  board  a  brig  with  coal 
from  England  for  Benedict  &  Son,  of  Xew  Haven. 
In  the  sunmier  of  1852  he  left  the  brig  and  worked 
on  a  farm  for  six  davs.  He  then  went  before  the 
mast  en  a  coasting  vessel,  later  becoming  mate,  and' 
in  1857  he  rose  to  the  rank  of  master,  taking  com- 
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iiiand  of  the  schooner  "^lary  Eliza,"  and  after  run- 
ning her  for  about  two  years  took  anotlier  boat, 
the  "Isaac  Merritt."  of  160  tons,  wliich  he  ran  until 
1860.  Having  had  the  "J.  W.  Hine"  built  he  started 
in  this  schooner,  remainin<:r  until  1866,  when  he  took 
the  schooner  '"Irlenry  liobart."  making  the  vovage 
to  Porto  Rico  with  a  general  cargo,  returning  with 
sugar  and  molasses  for  L.  W.  &  P.  Armstrong. 
His  next  vessel  was  the  "Henry  Plobart,  Xo.  2," 
after  which  he  built  the  "John  T.  Manson,"  650 
tons  burden,  which  he  took  with  a  cargo  to  Balti- 
more, thence  to  Xew  York  and  thence  to  X'ew  Or- 
leans. In  1872  she  crossed  to  Antw'erp,  thence  sail- 
ing to  Newcastle,  England,  and  putting  in  at  Xew 
London  on  her  return  ;  she  was  lost  off  lUock  Isl- 
and in  1880.  Capt.  Manson  built  the  "James 
Boyce,"  in  Xew  Haven,  860  tons  burden,  launch- 
ing her  in  ^^larch,  1876,  and  ran  this  vessel  four 
years.  His  next  boat,  the  "Helen  H.  Benedict,'' 
1,160  tons,  was  built  in  Bath,  Maine,  and  carried 
coal  along  the  coast  for  the  Boston  and  Albanv  Rail- 
road, running  from  Baltimore  and  X'orfolk  and 
Philadelphia  to  Boston,  and  also  taking  ice  out 
from  Maine.  The  Captain  was  especially  success- 
lul  with  this  boat.  In  1889  he  built  the  ''Agnes  E. 
Manson,"  1,370  tons,  which,  like  the  "Helen  H. 
Pcnedict,"  is  a  large  first  class  merchant  vessel.  He 
commanded  her  in  the  coast  trade  until  1893.  since 
wliicli  year  he  has  been  practicallv  retired,  though 
he  still  manages  his  marine  interests,  being  part 
owner  of  six  vessels.  Our  subject  was  one  of  the 
oldest  captains  along  the  coast,  and  he  is  now  one 
of  the  oldest  residents  of  his  adopted  city,  where 
he  is  highly  respected  by  both  friends  and  associ- 
ates. 

On  June  14,  i860.  Capt.  Manson  married  Mar- 
garet R.  Mouatt,  like  himself,  a  native  of  the  Shet- 
land Isles,  and  six  children  have  blessed  this  union : 
The  eldest  daughter.  Agnes  E.,  married  Fred  Wat- 
tcrson,  of  Xew  Haven,  and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
one,  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland.  Mary  E.  became  the 
wife  of  Edward  Gruner,  a  tailor,  of  Xew  Haven, 
and  they  have  three  children,  Margaret.  Leopold 
and  Catherine.  }^Iargaret  is  the  wife  of  Harry  Hol- 
comb,  a  prominent  carriage  maker  in  X^ew  Haven. 
John  T.  is  mentioned  below.  Daniel  E.  married 
h^e  Comie,  daughter  of  Dr.  Comie,  a  physician 
of  Worcester,  Mass.,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Marion.  Henrv,  who  lives  at  home,  is  in  the  cm- 
|;!<.y  of  Byard, 'Minor  &  Read.  The  Captain  built 
his  present  magnificent  home  at  X'o.  31  Dwight 
street  in  1894.  He  and  his  wife  attend'  Grace  M. 
I*..  Qnirch ;  fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  Wooster 
Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.;  politically  he  is  a  Republican 
in  sentiment,  but  he  gives  his  support  to  the  best 
man. 

Jonx  T.  M.\x.sox.  of  the  fijm  of  Benedict. 
Downs  &  Co., wholesale  dealers  in  coal,  with  an  office 
at  \().  82  Church  street,  Xew  Haven,  is  one  of  the 
prominent  voung  business  men  of  the  citv.     Born 
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Aug.  30,  i86r,  in  Xew  Haven,  son  of  Magnus  and 
Margaret  (Mouatt  I  Manson,  of  Xew  Haven,  he  re- 
ceived his  elementary  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  town,  and  early  in  life  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  firm  of  H.  W.  Benedict  &  Son,  as  an 
office  hoy.  He  was  faithful  to  his  duties,  industri- 
ous and  energetic,  and  in  time  rewarded  bv  ])ro- 
motions  and  finally  admitted  to  membership  in  the  ) 
firm  which  is  now,  as  given  in  the  foregoing,  the  ' 
individual  members  other  than  himself,  being  Frank 
\V.  Benedie-t  and  Willis  Downs.  These  gentlemen 
and  those  previously  conducting  the  business  are 
among  Xew  Haven's  substantial  citizens  and  busi- 
ness men. 

■  John  T.  Manson  is  one  of  the  active  and  pro- 
gressive men  of  Xew  Haven,  and  though  young  in 
years  is  old  in  experience,  as  he  has  been  active 
in  the  duties  of  citizenship,  and  has  been  variously 
identified  w'ith  the  city's  institutions.  For  a  period 
of  five  years  he  was  president  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
and  has  been  a  State  director  of  the  Association ; 
has  served  as  president  of  the  Young  Men's  Repub- 

•  lican  Club,  was  president  of  the  Xew  Haven  Or- 
phans Asylum  Donation  Day  committee,  and  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education.     He  has 

;  also  been  one  of  the  board  of  harbor  commission- 
ers. Fraternally  he  is  a  Freemason,  a  member  of 
the  X'ew  Haven  Country  Club  and  of  the  Republi- 
can League. 

JAMES  T.  COUGHLAX,  prominent  as  a  meat 
dealer,  druggist  and  city  official  in  Waterbury,  was 
bom  in  King's  County,  Ireland,  May  17,  1856,  the 
eldest  child  of  Torrance  F.  and  Mary  (Condon) 
Coughlan,  who  were  the  parents  of  four  children^ 
the  others,  in  order  of  birth,  being  named  Patrick,. 
John  and  Torrance  F.  All  are  mentioned  elsewhere. 
The  father  of  this  family  died  w^hen  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  but  eight  years  of  age,  immediately 
after  which  event  the  mother  brought  her  children 
to  America,  and  after  a  trifling  delay  elsewhere  at 
once  settled  in  Waterbury,  Connecticut. 

James  T.  Coughlan  had  attended  school  for  a 
short  period  before  leaving  Ireland,  and  the  educa- 
tion there  acquired  was  supplemented  by  instruc- 
tion at  the  public  schools  of  Waterbury,  which  he 
attended  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age.  He 
then  went  to  work  in  a  shop  at  a  compensation  of 
eight  dollars  per  month,  and  gave  his  earnings  to 
his  mother  until  he  went  to  Hartford.  Mr.  Cough- 
lan now  went  to  Hartford,  where  he  passed  about 
ten  years  in  Colt's  Armory,  learning  the  trade  of 
toolmaker  and  machinist,  and  thence  went  to  Xew 
York  City,  and  for  five  years  and  seven  months  had 
charge  of  the  machine  department  of  the  Bishop 
I  Gutta  Percha  Co.  He  then  returned  to  Connecti- 
cut, and  for  one  year  was  in  the  machine  shop  at 
Forestville.  In  October.  1870.  he  came  to  Water- 
bury. and  started  in  the  retail  butcher  trade  in  Bald- 
win street,  in  a  rented  store.    A  little  later  he  erected 
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his  present  block,  and  was   for  some  time  in  the  | 
wholesale  trade,  havinp^  his  cattle  shipped  from  the  \ 
West  and  slaughtered  on  his  own  premises,  but  the 
retail  trade  has  been  his  chief  reliance,  and  in  this 
he  has  been  remarkably  prosperous.  1 

About  twelve  years  ago  Air.  L'oughlan  opened 
a  drug  store,  adjoining'-  his  meat  market  in  Baldwin 
street.  This  store  is  kept  constantly  supplied  with 
fresh  drugs  and  chemicals,  proprietary  medicines 
and  fancy  articles,  such  as  are  usually  kept  in  estab- 
lishments of  the  kind,  is  nicely  furnished,  and  the 
whole  is  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Coughlan's 
daughter,  Miss  ^Margaret  E.,  with  the  aid  of  an  as- 
sistant. Our  subject's  fortune  has  been  made  by 
close  attention  to  business,  push  and  affability,  and 
he  is  still  at  work.  ! 

James  T.  Coughlan  married  Aliss  Lucy  E. 
Laughlin,  a  daughter  of  James  L.  Laughlin,  a  farmer  : 
of  Watertown,  Conn.,  and  this  union  has  been 
blessed  with  six  children,  born  in  the  following  or- 
der :  Mary  E.,  wdio  is  a  school  teacher  in  Water- 
bury  ;  Margaret  E.,  the  young  lady  in  charge  of 
^Ir.  Coughlan's  drug  store;  Rose,  Ann,  Catherine 
and  Gertrude,  all  four  attending  school. 

^Ir.  Coughlan  is  in  politics  a  Democrat,  and  has 
served  as  second  selectman  one  year,  as  alderman 
iour  years,  as  councilman  one  year,  as  road  and 
sewer  commissioner  thirteen  years,  and  in  1S91  was 
tax  collector;  while  an  incumbent  of  the  latter  office 
he  was  under  bonds  for  $150,000.  Fraternally  he 
is  a  Knight  of  Columbus,  and  a  member  of  the 
Foresters  of  America  and  the  United  Workmen. 
He  and  family  attend  St.  Francis  Xavier  Church, 
and  arc  greatly  respected  wherever  known.  , 

SAXFORD  C.  STOXE,  of  the  well-known  firm 
of  Stone  &  X'orton,  poultry  and  produce  dealers, 
X^ew  Haven,  is  a  descendant  of  an  old  and  promi- 
nent family  of  Connecticut  and  X^ew  England.  At 
a  very  early  period  in  our  country's  history  Will- 
iam and  John  Stone  (who  were  probably  sons  of 
Rev.  Samuel  Stone,  of  Hertford,  England)  emi- 
grated from  England  and  settled  in  Guilford.  Conn., 
in  1639,  and  William  became  the  progenitor  of  the 
branch  of  the  family  in  which  we  are  most  inter- 
ested. The  Guilford  records  show  the  line  in  Amer- 
ica to  be  as  follows:  (H)  William  (2),  son  of 
^\'i!liam,  was  a  tailor  and  ordinary,  and  died  in 
1683.  (HI)  William,  born  in  1642,  died  Sept.  28, 
1730.  (IV)  William,  born  Feb.  22,  1672,  died  Sept. 
21,  1753.  (V)  Jehiel,  born  Xov.  ii,  1702,  died  Oct. 
18,  1780.  (VI)  Deacon  Aaron,  bom  Oct.  21,  1741, 
died  June  7,  1821.  ; 

(VII)  Heman  Stone,  grandfather  of  Sanford  C. 
Stone,  was  born  Xov.  21,  1783.  in  Xorth  Aladison, 
Conn.,  where  his  father  engaged  in  farming.  He, 
too,  became  a  farmer,  and  was  one  of  the  substantial 
citizens  of  the  town.  In  public  affairs  he  took  an 
active  part,  and  represented  his  town  in  the  State 
Legislature,  having  been  elected  as  a  Whig.     He 


married  Clarissa  Coe,  and  became  the  father  of  the 
following  children :  Wealthy,  Eliza,  Amanda,  Al- 
fred, Heman  (father  of  our  subject;,  Aaron  and 
Wealthy.  In  religious  faith  the  family  were  Con- 
gregationalists.     Heman  Stone  died  Xov.  29,  1864. 

lieman  Stone,  son  of  Heman,  was  born  Sept. 
3,  1815,  and  died  Jan.  29,  1890.  He  passed  his  life 
m  Madison,  Conn.,  and  there  engaged  in  farming. 
Like  his  father  before  him,  he  was  actively  inter- 
ested in  matters  pertaining  to  the  general  welfare 
of  his  town  and  county,  and  he  held  a  number  of 
important  offices  in  the  gift  of  the  people.  First  a 
Whig,  he  later  joined  the  ranks  of  the  Republican 
party.  For  some  time  he  served  as  a  representative 
in  the  State  Legislature,  sustaining  the  dignity  of 
his  office  with  great  credit  to  himself  and  much  satis- 
faction to  his  constituents.  He  married  Sarah  Hoi- 
lister,  who  was  born  in  Little  Falls,  X.  Y.,  Feb.  26, 
1815,  a  daughter  of  Anson  and  Sally  (Beardsley) 
Floliister.  They  became  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren :  Sanford  C. ;  and  George  B.,  a  farmer  of  Aladi- 
son,  who  died  at  the  age  of  forty  years. 

Sanford  C.  Stone  was  born  in  Madison,  Conn., 
Feb.  2,  1848,  and  passed  his  boyhood  days  on  his 
father's  farm.  The  district  school  of  the  neighbor- 
hood and  the  public  schools  of  Guilford  and  Meri- 
den  afforded  him  ample  facilities  for  a  good  educa- 
tion. After  leaving  school  he  made  his  home  in 
Aleriden  and  X'^orth  Branford  until  he  was  twenty- 
eight  years  of  age,  wdien  he  came  to  X'ew  Flaven. 
Here  in  partnership  with  T.  E.  Xorton  he  engaged 
in  the  produce  and  poultry  business  on  Chapel  street, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Stone  &  Xorton.  Their  es- 
tablishment was  known  as  the  Public  Market,  and 
remained  in  its  first  location  for  eighteen  years, 
when  they  located  at  Xo.  373  State  street,  w^here 
they  have  since  remained.  They  have  been  emi- 
nently successful  in  winning  and  retaining  patrons, 
as  they  pay  especial  attention  to  the  quality  of  their 
goods,  and  are  ever  courteous  and  obliging  to  their 
customers. 

On  Dec.  25,  1871,  Mr.  Stone  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Jennie  Lane,  who  was  born  in  Kil- 
lingworth.  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Charles  Lane,  of 
that  place.  She  passed  away  July  24,  1892,  leaving 
two  children.  May  Hollister  and  Maud  Irene.  Po- 
litically Mr.  Stone  is  a  Republican.  In  his  social 
relations  he  belongs  to  City  Lodge,  Xo.  36,  I.  O. 
O.  F. ;  and  in  religious  connections  is  a  member  of 
the  Church  of  the  Redeemer,  on  Orange  street. 

JOHX  F.  XETTLETOX,  long  and  favorably 
known  to  the  people  of  X'ew  Haven  as  an  intelligent 
and  gallant  member  of  the  city  police  force,  was  bom 
in  Bethany,  Conn.,  June  13,  1827,  a  son  of  Oliver 
Xettleton,  who  was  born  in  what  is  now  Orange, 
but  then  known  as  X'^orth  Milford,  Conn.,  March  3, 
1787,  where  he  died  Jan.  31,  1864. 

The  history  of  the  X'ettleton  family  in  this  coun- 
try begins  with  Samuel  X^'ettleton,  w'ho  was  probably 
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licrn  in  Encrland  and  who  lived  in  Milford  and 
I'.ranfonl,  and  died  in  Fairfield  about  16^5.  His 
wife,   Maria,  died   in   Branford  on   Oct.  29,    1658. 

Samuel  Xettleton,  son  of  Samuel  and  ^faria, 
was  a  native  of  Milford.  On  Feb.  8,  1681,  he  mar- 
xxi\  Martha  Baldwin,  who  was  born  April  i,  1663, 
:t  tlauti^hter  of  Richard  Baldwin,  of  Milford. 

fohn  Xettleton,  son  of  Samuel  and  Martha,  was 
liiirn  Sept.  18,  1689,  and  he  married  Sarah  Bryan, 
ri  daut,diter  of  Richard  Bryan. 

Nathan  Nettleton,  son  of  John  and  Sarah,  was 
born  May  4,  1734.  and  married  Sibyl,  a  daughter  of 
Xathaniel  and  Sarah  L.  Buckingham. 

John  Nettleton,  son  of  Nathan,  and  grand- 
father of  John  F.,  was  born  Oct.  9,  1765,  followed 
fanning  in  Bethany  and  died  Aug.  8,  1842.  He 
married  Comfort,  a  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Sarah 
L.  (Bristol)  Hine.  Their  son  Oliver  is  noted  above 
as  the  father  of  John  F.  Nettleton. 

Oliver  Nettleton  was  a  farmer  all  his  life  in 
Bethany  and  elsewhere  in  Connecticut.  On  Sept. 
8,  1 81 3,  he  married  Sarah  Treat,  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  Treat,  a  farmer  in  ]\Iilford,  Conn.,  where 
she  was  born.  The  Treat  family  is  one  of  the  oldest 
aiul  most  prominent  in  the  State  and  begins  with 
Richard  Treat,  who  was  born  in  Pittminster,  Eng- 
land, in  1584  and  died  about  1669  in  Wethersfield, 
Conn.,  of  which  place  his  wife,  Alice  Gaylord.  was 
a  native.  Robert  Treat,  his  son,  was  born  in  Eng- 
land in  1624,  became  governor  of  Connecticut  and 
d'cd  July  12,  1710;  married  Jane  Tapp,  of  Milford. 

Robert  Treat,  son  of  Governor  Treat,  was  boni 
Aug.  14,  1654,  and  died  ]\Iarch  20,  1720:  he  married 
Abigail  Camp,  who  was  born  ]\Iarch  28,  1667,  and 
died  March  20,  1742.  Samuel  Treat,  their  son,  was 
born  Nov.  28,  1697,  and  died  April  28,  1753  ;  he  mar- 
ried Anna  Clark,  who  was  born  in  1709  and  died 
Dec.  12,  1731. 

Samuel  Treat,  son  of  Samuel  and  Anna,  was 
born  Aug.  6,  1728,  and  died  Aug.  17,  1787;  he  mar- 
ried Frances  Bryan,  who  was  born  Aug.  16.  1726, 
and  died  June  13,  1806.  Their  son,  Samuel  Treat, 
born  Aug.  16,  1760,  married  Sarah  Nettleton,  who 
died  in  1793  at  the  age  of  thirty-two  years,  and  he 
died  May  3,  1813.  Their  daughter,  Sarah,  born 
Dec.  2,  1788,  was  the  mother  of  John  F.  Nettleton. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oliver  Nettleton  were  the  parents 
of  the  following  children:  [Minerva,  born  July  Q, 
1815;  Samuel  T.,  born  Nov.  29,  1817;  Sarah  E., 
born  Feb.  28,  1820;  Oriel,  born  :Mav  8.  1822:  Cla- 
rissa A.,  born  Sept.  20,  1824;  and  John  F.  CJriel 
n;nrried  William  H.  Famham.  of  New  Haven,  who 
i'^  dead ;  Clarissa  A.  married  George  G.  Fowler,  who 
IS  dead;  Jilinerva,  Samuel  and  Sarah  E.  are  ail 
dead.  Oliver  Nettleton  was  a  Whig  and  a  Republi- 
can later  in  life.  In  religion  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  his  life  conforming  well 
to  his  faith. 

John  F.  Nettleton  spent  the  first  ten  years  of 
his  life  on  the  farm  in  Bethany,  where  he  attended 
school,  and  he  also  attended  school  for  a  period  of 
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seven  years  in  Seymour.  He  came  to  New  Haven 
j  in  early  manhood. 

I  On  Oct.  I,  1854,  Mr.  Nettleton  was  married  to 
I  Sarah  L.  Peck,  who  was  born  in  Berlin,  Conn., 
(  a  daughter  of  Evelyn  Peck.  To  this  union  were 
\  born:  Oliver  Ellsworth,  Evelyn  Frank,  Edward  S. 
!  and  George  R. 
j       ■  Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Nettleton  removed 

to  Rochelle,  111.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  gram 
I  business  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  when 
j  he  enlisted  Aug.  14,  1862,  in  Company  H,  92d  111. 
I  IMounted  Infantry.  He  became  ist  lieutenant  and 
I  as  such  was  under  General  Sherman  in  his  famous 
j  '"March  to  the  Sea."  He  was  mustered  out  on 
i  June  21,  1865,  and  returned  to  New  Haven,  where 
'  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  until  1873. 

Mr.  Nettleton  is  a  Republican  and  was  appointed 

policeman  in  New  Haven  Oct.  19,  1873,  and  his 
i  service  on  the  force  was  unbroken  until  his  retire- 
!  ment  Jan.  i,  1894,  a  period  of  more  than  twenty 
I  years.  It  is  a  record  of  efficiency  and  ability  sel- 
!  dom  surpassed  and  Mr.  Nettleton  has  a  host  of 
}  friends  in  the  city  who  appreciate  his  manly  quali- 
\  ties  and  wish  him  well.     He  belongs  to  the  City 

Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  the  Admiral  Foote  Post.  G. 

A.  R..  and  is  an  earnest  member  of  the  ]\Iethodist 

Church. 

FRANK  L.  COWING,  Chief  of  the  Meriden 
Fire  Department,  and  foreman  of  the  Press  depart- 
ment of  the  Planning  &  Bowman  Manufacturing 
plant,  is  one  of  the  well-known  and  highly  esteemed 
citizens  of  this  city.  He  comes  of  good  Colonial 
stock,  his  great-grandfather.  Gathelius  Cowing,  a 
native  of  }klassachusetts,  having  served  as  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  army. 

Job  Cowing,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was  born 
in  Scituate,  Plymouth  Co..  j\Iass.,  but  removed  in 
early  manhood  to  Chesterfield,  Hampshire  Co.,  that 
State,  where  he  made  his  permanent  home  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  stock  raising.  In  politics  he 
was  a  Whig,  and  as  a  citizen  he  was  held  in  high 
esteem.  By  his  first  wife,  Rachel  Coleman,  he  had 
one  daughter.  Electa,  who  married  George  Kendall, 
of  Northfield.  !Mass.  His  second  wife,  Sybil  King,  of 
West  Hampton,  r^Iass.,  was  a  woman  of  rare  worth, 
and  was  ereatlv  beloved  by  her  familv  and  associates. 
She  died  in  Chesterfield  in  1857,  ^e  in  1856.  They 
had  children:  x\uralia,  deceased  wife  of  R.  Gurney; 
Elvira,  married  to  .\nsel  Thyer ;  C>Tithia,  married 
to  Jacob  Loomis ;  Dexter,  deceased;  Eunice,  who 
died  unmarried:  Fannie,  deceased  wife  of  Jason 
Thyer;  Job:  Charles;  Sybil,  deceased  wife  of  Spell- 
man  Stevens ;  Sumner,  deceased ;  and  .\ustin. 

Job  Cowing,  son  of  Job,  was  born  .Vug.  31.  1820, 
at  the  old  homestead  in  Chesterfield.  Mass..  and 
was  reared  as  a  farmer  boy,  receiving  only  a  district- 
school  education.  When  a  young  man  he  went  to 
Orange  county.  N.  Y.,  to  learn  the  millwright's 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  many  years.  .A.fter 
ten  years  he  removed  to  Northampton,  Mass.,  and. 
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later  he  spent  six  years  at  Stamford,  Benning-ton 
Co.,  \'t.,  where  lie  heoanic  interested  in  the  kimber 
business.  He  then  came  to  Connecticut  to  engage 
in  farming,  and  settled  ujxjn  Capt.  Simon  Kendall's 
farm  in  Sutfield,  where  he  has  since  resided.  In 
addition  to  general  agriculture,  he  devotes  much 
attention  to  dairying  antl  stock  raising,  and  by  his 
able  management  he  has  gained  satisiactorv  results 
in  all  these  lines.  Throughout  his  life  he  has  been 
a  firm  believer  in  the  policy  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  while  not  an  office-seeker,  he  has  not  shirked 
the  duties  of  citizenship,  and  at  one  time  served  as 
assessor  of  Suffield.  He  is  a  man  of  sound  judg- 
ment and  extensive  reading,  and  in  religion  bases 
his  faith  upon  the  underlying  principles  of  all  creeds 
rather  than  in  those  of  any  one  denomination. 

On  Dec.  25,  1844,  Mr.  Cowing  was  married  in 
Port  Jervis,  X.  Y.,  to  Miss  Eleanor  Cole,  daughter 
of  Josiah  Cole,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Paterson, 
N.  J.  Their  home  is  marked  by  the  intluence  of 
Mrs.  Cowing's  refined  taste,  and  their  eight  chil- 
dren have  been  reared  in  a  way  to  make  them  a  credit 
to  their  parents  ;  Walter  is  a  blacksmith  in  Meriden  ; 
Julia  married  Senator  George  F.  Kendall,  of  Suf- 
field; Laura  married  Irvin  Linsley,  of  Meriden ; 
Fanny  married  Arthur  Tilden,  of  Terryville,  Conn.; 
Frank  L.  is  our  subject;  fames  resides  in  Toronto, 
Canada ;  Miss  Helen  is  at  home ;  and  Addie  mar- 
ried Ernest  Austin,  of  Suffield. 

Frank  L.  Cowing  was  born  in  Stamford,  Vt., 
Oct.  17,  1855.  While  he  was  still  a  lad  the  family 
removed  to  Suffield,  and  in  that  town  Frank  received 
his  education  up  to  the  age  of  fifteen,  when  he  de- 
cided to  leave  home  and  learn  a  trade.  Selecting 
that  of  wood-turning,  he  entered  an  establishment 
of  that  kind  in  Cunningham,  Mass.,  and  remained 
there  for  the  succeeding  five  years,  receiving  his 
board  and  a  compensation  of  Si 2  per  month.  Re- 
turning to  Suffield,  drawn  thither  bv  familv  affec- 
tion,  he  engaged  in  business  with  his  father,  as 
carpenter  and  joiner,  until  1879,  when  he  removed 
to  Meriden,  where  he  entered  into  the  employ  of 
the  Manning  &  Bowman  Co.,  remaining  there  ever 
since  one  of  its  most  capable  and  trusted  workmen. 
At  that  time  the  business  of  the  company  was  in- 
significant, while  now  it  is  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  important  among  the  prominent  manufacturing 
concerns  of  this  city.  Almost  all  of  these  twenty- 
two  years  of  faithful  service  by  Mr.  Cowing  have 
been  spent  as  foreman  of  the  press  department,  and 
he  has  earned  not  only  the  entire  confidence  of  his 
employers,  but  also  the  respect  of  those  whose  work 
he  directs. 

Mr.  Cowing  was  married  in  ^leriden.  in  1885, 
to  Miss  Emma  Walkley.  who  was  born  in  Elizabeth- 
f>ort,  N.  J.,  a  daughter  of  Richard  \\'alkley.  of  Shel- 
don, Conn.,  a  lady  whose  graces  of  mind  and  char- 
acter fit  her  to  be  the  devoted  wife  and  mother, 
and  the  good  Christian  woman  whom  her  friends 
and  neighbors  admire  and  esteem.  Two  children 
were  born  of  this  union:    Ethel,  who  is  attending 


school;  and  little  Frank  L.,  whose  life  passed  out 
when  he  was  but  four  years  of  age,  leaving  a  void 
which  can  never  be  filled.  In  1880  Mr.  Cowing 
became  a  member  of  the  Fire  Department  Truck 
Co.,  of  which  he  was  clerk  until  1886,  and  was  as- 
sistant engineer  for  the  following  two  years.  In 
iSyS  he  was  appointed  chief  of  the  department, 
under  Mayor  Ives,  and  for  three  years  has  filled 
this  arduous  office  with  the  greatest  efficiency,  re- 
fiecting  credit  upon  himself  and  his  citv,  and  giving 
the  people  a  feeling  of  security  which  they  have 
never  previously  cnjoyefl.  Personally  Mr.  Cowing  is 
verv  popular,  his  genial  manner  winning  friends 
easily.  Fraternally  he  is  valued  in  Center  Lodge,  Xo. 
97,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  and  Meriden  Center  Lodge,  Xo.  68, 
I.  O.  O.  F. ;  is  past  noble  grand  of  the  last  named 
lodge,  and  past  chief  patriarch  of  Oasis  Encamp- 
ment, No.  16,  of  the  same  order.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  ^Meriden  Lodge,  Xo.  35,  B.  P.  O.  E., 
and  of  Montowese  Tribe,  I.  O.  R.  M.,  of  Meriden. 
The  religious  connection  of  the  family  is  with  St. 
Paul's  Universalist  Church,  wdiere  Mr.  Cowing's 
sympathy  and  help  are  given  to  all  the  various 
branches  of  charitable  work.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  was  a  member  of  the  city  council 
during  1886-7,  ^''om  the  First  ward,  and  served 
efiFectively  on  the  committees  of  police  and  finance, 
and  was  clerk  of  the  fonner,  and  also  was  made  a 
member  of  the  committee  on  by-laws.  In  1891  he 
was  elected  on  the  same  ticket  as  town  auditor,  and 
served  through  one  terin.  Mr.  Cowing  has  been 
prominent  in  many  enterprises  for  the  bettering  of 
his  department,  and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  firemen's  relief  fund,  and  has  been  the  presi- 
dent of  that  organization  for  the  past  eighteen  years. 
Frank  L.  Cowing  stands  high  in  the  esteem  of  this 
community,  as  he  fills  every  relation  of  life  as  befits  a 
good  citizen  and  representative  man.  Justly  popular, 
he  enjoys  a  regard  that  is  genuine  and  is  well  de- 
served. 

EDWARD  ERXEST  WEST,  ex-mayor  of 
]\Ieriden,  and  one  of  the  most  popular  and  efficient 
officials  the  city  ever  had,  is  a  native  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, born  X"ov.  29,  1847,  '"  London,  England.  His 
ancestors  were  among  the  most  uncompromising  ad- 
herents of  the  Independent  Church  in  England. 

John  Aaron  West,  Sr.,  his  grandfather,  was  for 
many  years  head  master  of  Barking  School,  in  Mid- 
dlesex, near  London,  and  subsequently  became  an 
Independent  minister,  in  charge  of  Bethnel  Green 
Chapel,  London. 

John  Aaron  West  (2),  son  of  John  Aaron  West, 
Sr.,  stood  a  test  of  the  ability  of  the  Established 
Church  to  collect  religious  taxes,  and  spent  seven 
davs  in  jail  for  his  principles.  The  last-named  be- 
came secretary  and  manager  of  one  of  the  largest 
chemical  works  in  England,  and  died  at  St.  Helen's, 
Lancashire,  Oct.  31,  1844,  aged  forty-four  years. 
His  wife,  Louisa  Amanda  Bourdon,  was,  like  him- 
self, a  native  of  England,  though  a   daughter  of 
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I-rench  parents.  Her  father,  Frederic  Bourdon, 
came  irom  Rouen,  France,  to  England  in  1813,  and 
Avas  the  first  French  dyer  in  London.  Mrs.  West 
i.s  still  living,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  and 
resides  in  Rainhill,  Lancashire.  Of  her  three  sons 
and  two  daughters,  all  save  one  son  are  now  living. 
Frederick  J.,  the  eldest,  is  a  wholesale  draper  at 
Prescott,  Lancashire,  England,  and  is  one  of  the 
greatest  volunteer  rifle  shots  in  that  country;  since 
1859,  he  has  been  color  sergeant  of  Co.  A,  St. 
Helen's  Rifie  Brigade — a  period  of  forty-two 
years. 

Edward  E.  West  is  the  second  child  of  John 
Aaron  and  Louisa  Amanda  (  Bourdon )  West.  He 
pursued  his  primary  education  in  the  public  schools, 
.graduating  from  the  Mill  Hill  Granmiar  School,  and 
passed  the  examination  for  admission  to  Cambridge 
L'niversity,  but  the  sudden  death  of  his  father  pre- 
vented his  taking  up  a  university  course.  Being 
now  compelled  to  undertake  his  own  maintenance, 
he  engaged  in  the  marine  insurance  business  for  a 
short  time.  Having  resolved  to  seek  his  fortune  in 
the  United  States,  he  set  out  in  1866,  being  then  in 
bis  nineteenth  year,  for  this  country.  Arriving  at 
New  York,  he  soon  found  employment  on  a  farm 
near  Coxsackie,  X.  Y..  and  was  subsequently  en- 
gaged in  copper  mining  near  Somerville,  X.  J.  Oct. 
25.  1866,  found  him  in  Meriden,  where  he  went 
to  work  within  a  few  days  in  the  ofiice  of  the  ]\Ieri- 
<lcn  Britannia  Company.  For  thirty-five  years  he 
lias  continued  in  this  service,  though  he  has  several 
times  received  merited  promoti(in,  and  now  occu- 
pies a  remunerative  and  desirable  position,  having 
•charge  of  the  orders  and  foreign  correspondence. 
This  long-continued  business  relation,  and  the  pro- 
motions received,  sufficientlv  attest  his  business 
capacitv,  industrv  and  integrity. 

The  genial  and  upright  nature  of  Mr.  West 
naturally  has  attracted  and  maintained  friendships, 
-and  his  social  connections  are  wide  and  varied.  A 
Democrat  in  political  principle,  he  was  elected  to 
the  office  of  mayor  in  the  spring  of  1900,  largely  by 
Republican  votes,  being  the  only  Democratic  candi- 
■date  'who  won  in  that  campaign,  and  received  369 
votes  more  than  the  balance  of  his  ticket.  He  had 
previously  served  two  years  as  alderman  from  the 
Second  ward,  being  elected  in  iSq8,  and  re-elected 
the  following  year.  For  the  past  thirty  years  he  has 
Tieen  a  member  of  Myrtle  Lodge,  Xo.  4,  K.  of  P., 
and  is  connected  with  Meridian  Lodge.  Xo.  35,  B.  P. 
O.  E.  He  affiliates  with  Meriden  Lodge,  Xo.  ~~, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  Keystone  Chapter.  Xo.  27.  R.  A.  ^L, 
Hamilton  Council,  Xo.  22,  R.  &  S.  M.,  and  St.  Elmo 
Commandery,  K.  T.  In  all  these  organizations  ex- 
■cept  the  Commandery,  he  has  passed  through  the 
principal  chairs.  Mr.  West  is  a  vestryman  in  All 
Saints'  Memorial  Episcopal  Church,  where  all  his 
family  worship.  When  he  was  nominated  for 
mayor,  it  was  said  that  his  business  connections 
Avould  prevent  his  giving  proper  attention  to  the 
<Iuties  of  the  office,  but  he  was  acknowledged  to  be 


the  most  faithful  officer  that  has  ever  occupied  the 
chair. 

In  1871,  EdAvard  E.  West  was  married  to  Miss    I 
.Alice  Pelton  La  Barnes,  daughter  of  George  and    j 
;  Esther  (Whitney)  La  Barnes,  all  natives  of  Meri-    i 
den.     The  names  indicate  French  and  English  an-    i 
cestry,  on  the  paternal  and  maternal  sides  respect- 
ively.    The  first   of   the   six   children   born   to   Mr.    | 
and  Mrs.  West — Frederick  Arthur,  born  in  1872 — 
died  at  the  age  of  seven  and  one-half  years.     Of  the 
:  others,  Florence  Annette  is  now  the  wife  of  Wil- 
i  bur  A.  Goodrich,  of  Wallingford,  Conn  ;  Albert  Er- 

■  nest,  now  temporarily  located  in  Chicago,  in  the  in- 
i  terest  of  a  Aleriden  manufacturing  concern,  makes 
'  his  home  here ;  Edward  Winsor,  Leila  L.  andi  Alice, 

all  at  home.     The  second  daughter  has  thus  had  far 
only  two  birthdav  anniversaries,  having  been  born 
I  on  Feb.  29,  1888.' 

TIMOTHY  E.  XORTOX,  junior  partner  of 
,  the  firm  of  Stone  &  Xorton,  dealers  in  country  prod- 
:  uce,  at  Xo.  373  State  street,  Xew  Haven,  is  a  na- 

■  tive  of  Xorth  ]\Iadison,  Conn.,  born  June  28.  1853, 
'  and  is  of  the  third  generation  of  his  family  to  bear 

■  the  name  of  Timothy. 

'  Timothv  Xorton,  his  grandfather,  was  probably 
'  a  native  of  the  Xutmeg  State,  and  he  followed  the 
[  occupation  of  a  fanner,  also  engaging  to  some  ex- 
tent in  the  West  Indies  trade.  He  shipped  many 
cargoes  of  mules  to  those  islands,  the  return  voyage 
i  bringing  the  products  of  the  tropics. 
i  Timothy  Xorton,  son  of  Timothy  (i).  grew  to 
1  manhood  in  ^ladison.  and  engaged  in  agricultural 
I  pursuits  as  a  means  of  livelihood.     He  married  Se- 

■  lina  Xorton,  who  was  born  in  Killingworth.  Conn., 
a  daughter  of  Jonathan  Xorton,  a  farmer  there,  and 

i  she  died  in  1875.  She  became  the  mother  of  eight 
children,  of  whom  four  lived  to  maturity:  Gris- 
wold,  who  died  at  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  in  the  Civil 

•  war;  Abbie  M.,  wife  of  Osmer  Hill,  a  farmer  of 

•  iMadison ;  Lewis  L.,  who  passed  away  at  the  age  of 
thirty-three;  and  Timothy  E.  In  politics  Timothy 
X'orton  was  a  Republican,  and  in  religious  belief  a 
CongregationaHst,    serving    as    a    deacon    of    that 

;  church  for  about  forty  years. 

Timothy  E.  Xorton  passed  his  early  years  on 
his  father's  farm,  receiving  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict school,  and  also  in  the  Xorth  Madison 
high  school.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  went  to 
Meriden.  and  there  for  one  year  was  employed  by 

'■  Henry  C.  Rowe  in  the  fish  business.  In  1876  he 
came  to  Xew  Haven,  and  in  company  with  Sanford 
C.  Stone  engaged  in  the  produce  business,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Stone  &  Norton.  For  nineteen  years 
they  remained  at  their  first  location  on  Chapel  street, 
and'  then  removed  to  their  present  place  of  business, 
at  X'o.  373  State  street,  where  they  are  meeting  with 
the  greatest  success. 

in  1874  Mr.  Xorton  was  married  to  Miss  Fjinnie 
E.  Leonard,  who  was  born  in  Middletown,  Conn., 
a  daughter  of  George  Leonard,  and  three  children 


662 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


have  been  born  to  them,  as  follows :  Louis  L., 
Cora  AI.  and  Gertrude  M.  In  his  political  faith 
Mr.  Norton  is  a  Republican.  Sociallv  he  belongs 
to  City  Lodge,  No.  36,  L  O.  O.  F. ;  and  the  Royal 
Arcanum,  Davenport,  No.  700.  In  his  religious  be- 
lief, like  his  father  before  him,  he  is  a  Congrcgation- 
alist,  and  he  holds  membership  in  the  Dwight  Place 
Church  of  that  denomination. 

JOSEPH  STEPHEN  STOKES,  one  of  the  self- 
made  and  most  highly-respected  citizens  of  Mcriden, 
was  bom  June  8,  1845,  in  Wcdnesbury,  Stafford- 
shire, England. 

John  William  Stokes,  his  father,  was  also  born  in 
AVednesbury,  a  son  of  Stephen  Stokes,  a  gunlock- 
maker  of  that  town,  where  he  lived  and  died,  a  faith- 
ful member  of  the  Established  Church.  John  Will- 
iam Stokes  received  such  limited  education  as  the 
national  schools  of  his  time  afforded,  and  imder 
his  father's  instructions  learned  the  latter's  trade, 
■which  afforded  him  occupation  for  many  years.  He 
married  r^Iartha  Birch,  a  native  of  the  same  place, 
and  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Birch,  a  butcher  of  that 
town.  Their  children  were  seven  in  number,  name- 
ly :  Joseph  Stephen ;  John  William,  who  died  in 
boyhood;  Georgiana.  deceased  in  infancy;  Enoch 
Charles,  now  a  resident  of  Minneapolis,  }v[inn. ; 
George  Alfred,  a  citizen  of  Meriden  ;  Alfred  Henry, 
of  Montreal,  Canada;  and  Sarah  Ann,  who  mar- 
ried E.  O.  Goodrich,  resided  several  vears  in  An- 
sonia.  Conn.,  and  is  now  deceased.  The  father  with 
his  wife  and  younger  children  came  to  America  in 
1867.  He  located  at  Springfield,  ^^lass.,  where  he 
remained  six  years,  in  the  service  of  the  Wesson 
Fire  Arms  Co.  In  the  meantime  bis  son,  whose 
name  begins  this  article,  had  become  established  as 
a  contractor  in  the  gun  shops  of  Parker  Bros.,  in 
Meriden,  and  in  1873  the  father  came  here  to  take 
a  position  with  him  in  the  same  shops.  Thus  he 
spent  fourteen  years,  and  then  retired  from  active 
labor,  dying  at  his  honie  in  1887;  his  remains  were 
lovingly  deposited  in  Walnut  Grove  cemetery.  He 
■was  survived  two  years  by  his  wife,  wlio  was,  like 
himself,  a  faithful  conmiunicant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  She  was  a  devoted  wife  and  mother,  and 
a  kind  friend  and  neighbor.  !Mr.  Stokes  was  noted 
for  his  integrity,  kind  heart  and  upright  Christian 
character.  He  and  his  Avife  were  entitled  to.  and 
received,  the  respect  and  commendation  of  all  who 
had  the  privilege  to  know  them. 

Joseph  Stephen  Stokes  was  trained  in  early 
life  to  habits  of  industry,  and  in  boyhood  laid  the 
foundation  of  that  sturdy  independence  and  thrift 
which  have  characterized  his  life.  His  education 
was  supi)lied  by  the  national  schools  of  his  native 
place,  and  he  began  at  an  early  age  to  learn  the 
trade  of  his  father,  under  whose  example  and  teach- 
ing he  became  a  very  skilled  workman.  After  the 
removal  of  his  parents  to  this  country  he  remained 
in  Wednesbury,  and  became  a  contractor  in  the 
manufacture  of  gims.     However,  he  was  soon  con- 


vinced that  the  western  world  afforded  better  oppor- 
tunities for  an  ambitious  man,  ana  set  sail  from 
Liverpool  Feb.  23,  iSCk),  arriving  at  New  York  in 
due  time.  He  came  directly  to  .Meriden,  the  fame 
of  whose  products  was  not  wholly  unknown  to  him. 
and  before  the  close  of  the  year  he  was  a  contractor 
in  Parker  Brothers  gun  shops,  to  which  occupation 
he  has  continuously  given  his  attention  up  to  the 
present  time — a  period  of  over  thirty-three  years. 
In  busy  times  he  gives  employment  to  seventy  men. 
and  his  success  is  what  might  naturally  be  expected 
from  a  knowledge  of  his  character.  Himself  a 
skilled  workman,  he  has  surrounded  himself  with 
capable  workmen,  and  his  faithful  attention  to  detail,, 
and  energetic  supervision  of  the  work  in  hand,  has 
always  brought  satisfactory  results.  In  1873  Re- 
built his  present  commodious  anr]  handsome  resi- 
dence on  Queen  street,  Meriden,  the  finest  on  the 
street,  and  provided  with  all  modern  conveniences. 
Of  genial  and  companionable  nature,  Mr.  Stokes. 
has  naturally  allied  himself  with  numerous  fraternal 
and  beneficial  associations.  He  has  been  for  several 
terms  Chancellor  Commander  of  ^ilyrtle  Lodge,  No. 
4,  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  has  also  occupied  the 
highest  position  in  the  State  Grand  Lodge  of  that 
order.  He  is  a  member  and  founder  of  J.  S.  Stokes 
Company,  Uniformed  Rank,  Knights  of  Pythias, 
and  was  made  a  brigadier  general  of  that  branch  of 
the  order  in  1901.  During  its  existence  Mr.  Stoke.s 
was  connected  with  the  Order  of  Chosen  Friends. 
He  has  occupied  many  positions  of  honor  in  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  being  a  past  master  of  Center 
Lodge,  No.  97,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  past  high  priest  of 
Keystone  Chapter,  No.  27,  R.  A.  ^I. ;  past  illustrious 
master  of  Hamilton  Council,  No.  22,  R.  &  S.  ]M. : 
and  was  eminent  commander  of  St.  Elmo  Com- 
mander}', K.  T.  He  has-  represented  Meriden 
Lodge,  No.  35,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  in  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  has  served  as  exalted 
ruler  and  district  deputy.  As  past  chief  ranger  of 
Court  Excelsior,  No.  6,  Foresters  of  America,  he 
was  its  delegate  to  the  convention  at  Detroit  which. 
had  under  discussion,  and  settled  for  that  order,  the 
matter  of  a  color  line. 

On  April  6,  1865,  Mr.  Stokes  was  married  in 
his  native  place  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Heseltine,  who 
is  now  the  only  survivor  of  eight  children  born  to 
Richard  and  Nora  (Gill)  Heseltine.  Richard  Hesel- 
tine was  a  clothing  merchant  at  Bilston,  Stafford- 
shire, England,  for  many  years  ;  both  he  and  his  wife 
Vvcre  adherents  of  the  Established  Church,  and  were 
Viorthv  of  the  universal  respect  which  they  enjoyed. 
r\Irs.  Stokes  is  the  admirable  companion  of  her  hus- 
band in  dispensing  the  cheerful  hospitality  of  their 
delightful  home,  and  is  a  lady  of  many  graces  of 
character.  With  her  husband  she  is  numbered 
among  the  active  and  useful  members  of  St.  An- 
drew's Episcopal  Church  of  Meriden.  She  re- 
mained in  England  a  year  after  Mr.  Stokes'  removal 
to  this  country,  and  was  accompanied  hither  by  their 
only  child,  Angelo  John  Stokes,  who  was  born  Dec. 
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i<',  \^Yt.  He  was  educated  in  Meriden.  and  is  now 
i>ti'  engraver,  appreciated  as  one  of  the  most  valu- 
.iMo  (III  the  stafY  of  the  International  Silver  Co.  He 
married  Etta,  a  daughter  of  Charles  C.  Camp,  of 
Miililletnun.  He  is  a  hii^hly  respected  memlier  of 
the  .Masonic  fraternity,  identified  witli  Center 
l...(I.;4-e.  A.  F.  &  .\.  -^^. ;  Keystone  Chapter.  R.  .V.  M. : 
.■md  Hamilton  Council,  R.  &  S.  AI.  In  politics  a 
Ivc'|)iihhean,  lie  is  rcconrnized  as  a  young  man  of 
tnore  than  ordinary  character  and  moral  force,  and 
retlects  credit  upon  his  parentage  and  training. 

A  man  of  high  moral  principles  and  gentlemanly 
instincts,  Josej)h  S.  Stokes  is  much  esteemed  in  the 
ciMuminiitv  where  he  has  passed  a  life  of  industry 
and  ctTort  to  huild  up  all  that  is  ennobling  in  human 
character,  and  all  who  have  had  an  opportunity  to 
observe  his  career  unite  in  the  hope  that  he  may 
lie  enabled  to  continue  his  labors  for  many  years  to 
come. 

JARED  WARNER  (deceased)  was  born  in 
Hamden,  Conn..  Jan.,  1831,  a  son  of  Samuel  \\'ar- 
ner,  who  was  a  native  of  the  same  town,  though 
not  Ijorn  in  the  same  house.  Samuel  Warner  was  a 
farmer  and  served  in  the  war  of  1812:  he  died  on 
the  old  homestead.  Abigail  Gorham.  his  wife,  was 
a  native  of  Hamden.  and  was  the  mother  of  ten 
chililrcn:  Susan  (deceased.  Alary  Ann,  Cornelius 
( det-'eased  ) ,  Jared  (deceased),  Aeneas,  Henry,  El- 
lin, C<jrnclia  (deceasetl),  Adelia  (deceased)  and 
!•' ranees  (deceased). 

Jared  Warner  was  reared  on  the  paternal  acres, 
and  in  his  early  manhood  worked  in  an  auger  fac- 
tory. About  thirty-five  years  aeo  he  came  to  West- 
ville  and  started  a  grocery,  which  he  carried  on  al- 
most to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  April 
22,  1901,  when  he  was  aged  seventy  years. 

On  Oct.  23,  1853,  Jared  Warner  was  married  to 
Louisa  Mix,  who  was  born  at  Kingsbury.  \\'ashing- 
ton  Co.,  N.  Y.,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Mix.  a  car- 
riage maker,  wdio  was  born  in  Wallingford.  Conn., 
June  23.  1792,  and  died  in  Argyle.  N.  Y..  in  1869. 
Samuel  Mix  marrierl  Polly  Moore,  who  was  born 
May  7,  1791,  and  died  March  18.  1868:  to  this 
union  was  lx)rn  a  familv  of  five  children :  Sally, 
who  married  Abram  Sebring,  of  Arsnle,  X.  Y. : 
^^  illiam,  an  engineer  in  Rose,  New  York:  Lydia, 
who  married  David  Frost,  of  Maine;  Louisa, 
who  married  Mr.  Warner;  and  \'ersil.  who  is  a 
fartiior  and  carriage  maker.  John  Mix.  the  father 
f'X  Samuel,  was  born  in  Wallingford.  Conn.,  and  was 
a  pioneer  in  the  spoon-making  business.  William 
M.rire.  tlie  father  of  Polly  (Moore)  Mix.  was  born 
in  r..jston.  Mass.,  Xov.  10,  1758,  and  served  in  the 
war  <<i  the  Revolution  ;  he  settled  in  Kingsbury,  X. 
1  ..at  that  time  far  in  the  wilderness,  where  he  died. 
I<>  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jared  Warner  were  born: 
'^'•T'nc.  who  married  Z.  W.  Cooper,  of  Westville  ; 
William,  who  is  unmarried;  Edward,  who  is  asso- 
ciated with  the  Roval  liaking  Companv.  and  has 
his  h(ime  in  IJoston ;  Qiarles  S.,  who  "is  with  hi? 


brother  William,  who  succeeded  to  his  father's  gro- 
cery business  in  Westville ;  and  Raymond  \' .,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years  and  eight  months.  Air. 
Warner  was  a  Republican,  and  with  his  familv  at- 
tended the  Episcopal  Church. 

EDWARD  FOOT  THOMPSOX.  The  Thomp- 
son family  in  Connecticut  was  founded  by  three 
brothers,  John,  Anthonv  and  William,  who  came  ' 
from  Lenham,  County  Kent,  England,  where  the 
old  manor  house  still  stands,  and  were  signers  of 
the  Colony  Constitution,  in  1639.  John  Thomp- 
son, the  son  of  John,  married  Priscilla  Powell,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  East  Haven,  and  their  son 
John  was  born  in  East  Haven,  in  16G7,  and  married 
Mercy  Mansfield,  daughter  of  Major  Aloses  Mans- 
field. John  Thompson,  son  of  John  and  Alercy, 
was  born  in  East  Flaven,  in  1692,  while  his  sort 
Stephen  Thompson  was  bom  in  1723.  The  present 
Thonipson  residence,  and  also  the  old  stone  church, 
which  is  a  landmark,  were  partly  built  by  Stephen 
Thompson,  in  1774,  but  he  fell  and  so  injured  his 
skull  that  trepanning  was  necessary. 

James  Thompson,  son  of  Stephen  and  grand- 
father of  Edward  F..  of  this  biography,  was  born 
in  1788.  and  died  Alarch  7.  185 1.  married  Lydia 
Chidsev.  They  had  a  family  of  ten  boys  and  one 
girl :  Stephen,  Alary,  Leonard,  Xathaniel.  Henrv, 
Elizur,  James,  Abraham,  Abraham,  Edward  E.,  and 
Haynes.  For  many  years  Xathaniel  was  president 
of  the  Alechanics  Bank. 

Edward  E.  Thompson,  the  father  of  Edward  F., 
was  born  in  the  old  East  Haven  home.  Oct.  10.  1817, 
and  died  Alay  22.  1888.  His  marriage  was  to  Caro- 
line Smith,  who  was  born  in  East  Haven,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Stephen  Smith,  who  was  a  son  of  Xehemiah 
Smith,  a  son  of  Job ;  a  son  of  John,  who  settled  in 
South  Haven.  The  four  children  of  this  marriage 
w-ere  :  James  Smith  ;  Edward  Foot ;  William  Ells- 
Avorth ;  and  John  Root.  William  and  John  died  in 
childhood.  James  graduated  from  Yale  College  in 
1877.  from  the  law  school  and  became  a  judge  in 
this  city,  dying  in  i8c)7. 

Edward  Foot  Thompson  was  born  in  East  Fla- 
ven, Conn.,  Jan.  10,  1858.  and  spent  his  boyhood 
days  in  East  Haven,  attending  the  local  schools,  the 
Xew  Haven  schools,  Hopkins  Grammar  School,  also 
Selleck's  Alilitary  School,  at  Xorvvalk.  After  this 
thorough  educational  drill.  Air.  Thompson  spent 
some  time  on  the  farm,  and  has  been  engaged  in 
various  enterprises,  making  several  trips  to  the 
Western  coast. 

On  Oct.  22.  1S84,  Air.  Thompson  was  married  to 
Charlotte 'Lancraft,  wdio  was  born  in  East  Haven, 
a  daughter  of  William  and  Josephine  ( Chidsey ) 
Lancraft,  natives  of  East  Haven,  where  he  was  bom 
April  17,  1833,  and  she  in  1841.  The  parents  of 
William  Lancraft  were  William  and  Amanda 
(  Frost)  Lancraft,  the  latter  of  Xorth  Ilp.ven,  whose 
ancestor  was  the  first  mayor  of  Xew  York  City,  and 
descendant  of  John  Eliot  and  Thomas  Hooker.     The 
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next  generation  was  George  and  Sarah  (J(jcclin) 
Lancraft,  the  former  born  in  East  Haven,  the  latter 
probably  of  Holland  stock. 

The  Chidsey  home  was  ori>;inally  in  Chidsey, 
England  (at  that  time  spelled  Chcdsey).  and  Deacon 
John  Chidsey,  of  Center  Church,  Xew  Haven,  came 
from  there  with  his  wife.  I'"JizaI)eth.  His  name  is 
attached  to  the  Colony  constitution  in  1644,  and  ho 
located  at  Stony  River.  Deacon  Caleb  Chidsey 
married  Anna  Thom]-)son,  and  their  son,  Caleb, 
married  Abigail  Smith.  Isaac  Chidsev.  son  of  Caleb 
and  Abigail,  married  Sarali  Uradlev,  and  served  in 
the  Revolutionar\  war.  Sanuiel  Chidsey,  son  of 
Isaac  and  Sarah,  married  Ik-tsev  Holt,  and  was  a 
captain  in  the  local  militia.  Samuel,  son  of  Capt. 
Samuel,  married  Esther  I'lradley,  and  thev  became 
the  parents  of  Josephine. 

A  family  of  two  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Thompson,  }ilargcrv  Ellsworth  and  Doris 
Eliott.  In  politics,  Mr.  Thompson  is  a  Rei)ublican, 
and  has  been  assessor  of  East  Haven  for  many  years. 
In  November,  1890,  he  was  elected  Representative, 
and  is  now  the  very  efficient  countv  commissioner, 
and  is  clerk  of  the  Railroad  committee  in  the  House, 
and  for  some  time  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
education.  Mrs.  Thompscjn  is  a  meml)er  of  the 
Mary  Clapp  Wooster  Chapter.  Daughters  of  Amer- 
ican Revolution,  and  is  president  of  the  Woman's 
Club,  of  East  Haven.  Socially,  Mr.  Thompson  is 
connected  with  the  Union  League  Club,  and  both 
he  and  his  wife  are  prominent  in  sixrial  circles,  and 
leading  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
The  old  homestead  has  been  in  the  family  name  for 
over  200  years. 

CHARLES  WOODWARD  GAYLORD,  M. 
D.,  one  of  the  foremost  physicians  of  Branford,  and 
the  oldest  practitioner  of  that  place,  was  born  in 
Wallingford,  this  county.  Aug.  28,  1846,  a  son  of 
David  P.  and  Bertha  (Bartholomew)  Gaylord. 
The  father  was  born  in  1814,  and  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation.  His  family  consisted  of  the  following 
children:  Charles  W.,  William  B..  Ida  W.  and 
Frank;  the  last  named  died  in  infancy.  \\'illiam  B. 
Gaylord,  who  was  a  merchant  in  Meriden,  died  at 
the  age  of  forty.  He  first  married  Mary  Jerrold, 
who  died  leaving  no  children,  and  his  second  union 
was  with  Julia  Hodgkinson,  by  whom  he  had  one 
son,  David  W.,  who  is  now  living  in  Hartford, 
Conn.  Ida  Gaylord  became  the  wife  of  Frank 
Brown,  of  Meriden,  and  had  one  daughter.  Bertha. 
David  Gaylord  was  a  Republican  in  political  senti- 
ment, and  for  some  time  was  the  only  man  of  that 
political  faith  on  the  west  side  of  Wallingford.  In 
religion  he  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church.     He  died  July  27,  189G. 

The  Doctor's  paternal  grandparents  were  John 
and  Betsy  (Tuttle)  Gaylord,  farming  people  of 
Wallingford;  the  former  was  born  in  1790,  and 
served  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  was  a  son  of  John 
Gaylord,  born  in  1752-3,  a  veteran  of  the  Revolution, 


i  and  a  farmer  on  the  west  side  of  Wallingford.    This 
I  John  Gaylord  was  a  son  of  Xathan  Gaylord,  who 
I  was  born  in  1724,  and  died  in  Cheshire,  July  2,  1802, 
;  He  was  a  son  of  John  (iaylord,  born  April  12,  if>77, 
I  at  Bucks  Hills,  and  who  made  his  home  at  Durham, 
moving  later  in  life  to  Wallingford,  where  he  died 
in  1753.     There  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  also  died,  Dec. 
I  19,  175 1.     This  John  Gaylord  was  a  son  of  Joseph 
Gaylortl,  who  was  born  in  1649,  while  Joseph  was 
a  son  of  Walter  Gaylord,  who  was  born  in  England, 
'  a  son  of  Deacon  William  Gaylord.     Deacon  Will- 
iam came  to  America  in  1630  and  located  at  Wind- 
'  sor,  Conn.,  in  1636  with  the  earliest  settlers,  and  be- 
came one  of  the  leading  citizens  there.    Throughout 
the   various    generations   of   this    family    its    reprc- 
I  sentatives   were  among  the  leading  people  of  the 
!  community.       The  maternal    grandparents    of    Dr. 
;  Gaylord    were    William    and    Hannah     (Bronson) 

Bartholomew,    of    Wolcott,   Coimecticut. 
i         Charles  W.  Gaylord  began  his  education  in  the 
j  district  school  and  continued  same  at  the  Connecti- 
I  cut  Literary  Institute,  at  Suffield,  Conn.,  from  which 
:  he  was  graduated  in  1866.     He  worked  on  the  farm 
;  until  eighteen  years  of  age.     In  the  fall  of  1866  he 
I  entered  Yale  College,  graduating  from  the  Acade- 
i  mic  Department  in   1870,    and    from    the    }iledical 
j  School   in    1872.      The  young   Doctor   spent   some 
time  in  the  Bellevue  Hospital,  and  in  the  College  of 
Physicians  and   Surgeons   in   Xew  York  City.      In 
the  fall  of  1872  he  was  engaged  for  a  brief  time  in 
the   practice   of   medicine   in    Wallingford,    and    in 
December  of  that  year,  he  came  to  Branford,  where 
he  entered  upon  a  professional  career  that  has  con- 
tinued to  the  present  time  without  a  break  or  stain. 
Dr,  Gaylord  was  married  Feb.  27,  1873,  to  Anna 
Rose,  a  daughter  of  Asa  and  Electa  A.  (Bushnellj 
Rose,  of  Essex,  Conn.,  and  by  this  union  has  be- 
come the  father  of  six  children :  L.  \"incent.  Bertha 
R. .Annie  E.  ( who  has  just  entered  A'assar  College), 
Charles  W.,  Ruth  Margaret  and  Donald  David.  Dr. 
Gaylord  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  his  professional  associations  are  with  the  Xew 
Haven  County  and  the  State  Medical  Societies,  and 
the   American    Medical    Association.      Prominently 
identified  with  the  school  interests  of  Branford,  he 
'  is   a   broad-minded   and    public-spirited     man,    es- 
I  pecially  in  educational  lines.    For  over  twenty  years 
j  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  education,  aufl 
I  part  of  the  time  its  chairman,  also  serving  as  act- 
I  ing  school  visitor.     Dr.  Gaylord  is  a  trustee  of  the 
i  Blackstone  Memorial  Library  of  Branford,  of  which 
he  was  one  of  the  incorporators,  and  he  has  always 
\  been  connected  with  the  institution.     In  politics  he 
1  is  a  stanch  Republican. 

I  FEXX.  The  I'^enn  family,  of  which  Dr.  Ava 
i  H.  and  Judge  Willis  I.  Fenn,  well-known  citizens 
;  of  Meriden.  are  worthy  descendants,  is  one  of  the 
i  oldest  in  X'ew  Haven  county. 

i  Edward  Fenn.  tradition  says,  was  the  first  of  the 
'  name  in  the  Xew  Haven  Colony,  was  a  native  of 
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Enci^land,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  one  of  three 
brothers  who  came  to  America  with  the  early  set- 
tlers. Benjamin,  another  of  the  brothers,  settled  in 
Milford,  Fairfield  county,  and  the  third  brother, 
Theophilus,  settled  in  Litchfield.  Edward  located 
in  the  new  settlement  of  W'allingford,  Conn.,  where 
he  became  a  larj^e  land  owner,  and  there  he  died  on 
Feb.  2,  1728,  at  the  aee  of  eighty-four.  His  first 
marriage,  Nov.  15,  if)88,  was  to  Alarv  Thoro,  who 
died  on  July  24,  1725,  and  his  second  marriage  took 
place  Jan.  26,  1726,  to  Abigail  Williams.  liis  chil- 
dren were:  ]\Iary,  born  Sept.  27,  1689;  Elizabeth, 
born  April  29,  itx)2,  who  on  Alay  21,  1722,  mar- 
ried John  Moss :  Sarah,  born  Xov.  24.  1694,  who 
on  Aug.  15,  1728,  married  Solomon  Moss;  Theo- 
philus, born  Jan.  28,  1698,  who  married  Martha 
Doolittle;  John,  born  March  23,  1702,  who  married 
Sarah  Doolittle;  Hannah,  born  Dec.  13.  1704,  who 
married  Thomas  Doolittle;  Thomas,  horn  Sept.  13, 
1707,  who  married  Lydia  Ackley  :  and  Xaomi,  born 
May  10,  1712,  who  on  Xov.  21,  1732,  married  Sam- 
uel Frost. 

Theophilus  Fenn.  son  of  Edward,  was  born  Jan. 
28,  1698,  in  Wallingford,  where  he  accumulated 
property  and  spent  his  life.  On  May  24,  1722,  he 
was  miirried  to  Martha  Doolittle,  who  was  baptized 
in  1698,  daughter  of  Samuel  Doolittle,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Abraham  Doolittle,  who  was  the  first 
settler  of  that  familv  in  .Vmerica.  To  this  union 
came  Elizabeth,  born  Oct.  25,  1723.  who  married 
Solomon  Moss;  Martha,  born  Sept.  23,  1725,  who 
married  Levi  Moss,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  ^loss. 
June  19,  1743;  Bcthia.  born  Feb.  18.  1728,  who  mar- 
ried Joseph  Austin  :  Benjamin,  born  Aug.  3,  1730. 
who  died  in  1819,  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine;  Ed- 
ward, mentioned  behnv  ;  Phebe,  boi  Feb.  12,  1735, 
who  married  Timothy  Hart,  March  6.  1757;  Theo- 
philus, born  Feb.  20,  1737.  who  died  X'ov.  8,  1737; 
Eunice,  born  March  16.  1741,  who  married  David 
Way;  Susannah,  born  Sept.  28,  1746;  and  Theo- 
philus, born  in  1748,  who  married  Ann  Rood. 

Edward  Fenn,  son  of  Theophilus.  was  born  Sept. 
2,  1732,  and  located  in  what  is  now  known  as  the 
North  Farms  District,  in  Wallingford,  where  he 
lived  on  land  taken  up  bv  his  grandfather,  and  the 
grant  of  deed  is  now  in  the  possession  of  X'athan 
Fenn.  of  ]\Ieriden,  and  bears  the  date  of  ]May  21. 
17-22.  in  the  eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  George 
<~>f  England.  Edward  Fenn  was  a  cooper  by  trade. 
Ife  spent  all  his  life  in  the  old  place,  dying  at  the 
^.tre  of  eightv-nine.  His  wife  was  Demaris  Austin. 
<'f  Wallingford,  who  died  April  i,  1793.  and  the 
chiMren  born  to  their  marriage  were:  Edward, 
■  wlio  became  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  died 
Jan.  6,  1834,  in  Wallingford.  Austin  married 
Hannah  Ives,  who  died  Mav  20.  1829;  he  died  July 
3'">.  1845.  Abigail  married  Amasa  Hart.  Theo- 
philus, born  Jan.  12,  I7C)0.  married  Polly  Dibble,  and 
died  JiUy  30,  1860,  at  the  age  of  ninety-one. 
Reul)en  married  Thankful  Darrow.  and  died  April 
5.  1837.     Susan  married  Luman  Horton,  of  Litch- 


field county.  Martha  married  a  Mr.  Austin,  and 
died  in  1820.  Sarah,  born  Dec.  2y,  1773.  married 
Noah  Culver.  Nabbv  married  Amasa  Hart,  re- 
moved to  Vermont,  and  died  Aug.  22,  1876,  at  the 
age  Qf  eighty-five.     Joel  married  Hannah  Curtis. 

Joel  Fenn,  the  grandfather  of  Dr.  Ava  H.  and 
Judge  Willis  L  Fenn,  was  born  April  i,  1781.  in  the 
old  homestead  in  North  Farms,  and  followed  the 
business  of  coopering  all  his  life,  his  death  occur- 
ring April  I.  1825,  at  the  comparatively  early  age  of 
forty- four,  his  family  being  noted  for  longevity. 
His  wife.  Hannah  Curtis,  was  born  in  Wallingford, 
a  daughter  of  Joel  and  Hannah  (Kelsey)  Curtis, 
and  died  Aug.  22,  1876,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five. 
They  became  the  parents  of  the  following  children : 
(O  Martha,  born  Sept.  11,  1812,  died  Jan.  25,  1857; 
she  married  ^larch  23,  1843,  ^lorgan  Williams,  of 
3ileriden,  who  died  in  1900.  (2)  Abner,  born  Alay 
17.  181 3.  died  Sept.  29,  1864;  on  April  29,  1846,  he 
married  Alaryette  Tuttle.  (3)  Hubbard,  born  Oct. 
2y,  1814,  died  Sept.  9,  1884;  he  married  Jennie  E. 
Whiting,  of  Branford,  Conn.  (4)  Joel  was  born 
Aug.  15,  1817.  (5)  Thankful,  born  April  21,  1822, 
died  in  April,  1852 ;  she  married  Elijah  Lee,  of 
Selma,  Ala.  (6)  Nathan,  born  March  15,  1824,  a 
jeweler  and  watchmaker  in  Meriden,  married  Susan 
M.  X'ettleton.  of  Killingworth  ;  they  had  children — 
Martha  Morgan,  born  March  13.  1855,  who  mar- 
ried S.  S.  Bodurtha,  of  Agawam.  Mass. ;  Abner  N., 
born  [March  4,  1857,  an  engineer;  Hubbard  Henr}', 
born  June  17.  i860,  a  jeweler  in  Meriden;  and  Joel 
Alden,  born  Jan.  22,  1870.  a  machinist. 

Joel  Fenn,  the  father  of  Dr.  and  Judge  Fenn, 
with  whom,  this  sketch  is  directly  concerned,  was 
bom  Aug.  15.  1817.  and  died  Nov.  19.  1892.  in  Meri- 
den, and  his  remains  lie  in  the  beautiful  cemetery  of 
Walnut  Grove.  An  architect  and  builder  by  oc- 
cupation, he  followed  his  trade  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  in  Wallingford  and  Plainville,  Conn., 
but  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  Aleriden. 
There  he  also  engaged  in  manufacturing  for  several 
years,  part  of  the  time  in  partnership  with  his 
brother  X'athan.  in  the  manufacture  of  matches. 
Joel  Fenn  was  a  man  of  integrity,  a  hard  worker,  a 
good  citizen,  and  highly  esteemed  wherever  known. 
In  his  earlier  life  he  was  an  opponent  of  slavery, 
was  a  stanch  supporter  of  Fremont,  and  upon  its 
organization  united  with  the  Republican  party,  in 
the  success  of  which  he  was  actively  interested, 
though  not  as  an  office  seeker.  He  was  of  a  do- 
mestic nature,  and  a  most  exemplary  husband  and 
father.  In  the  Baptist  Church  he  was  well  known 
as  a  man  of  high  Christian  character. 

Joel   Fenn   was   married   to    Marv   H.    FTamlin. 
.who  was  bom  in   Plainville,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of 
Ava  and  Nancy  (Gillette")  Hamlin,  and  she  still  sur- 
vives at  the  age  of  eighty  years.     Her  connection 
\  with  the  Baptist  Church  has  covered  a  long  period. 
I  and  she  is  known  and  beloved  as  a  kind  neighlxir  and 
j  a  most  devoted  mother.  The  members  of  the  family 
,  born  to  Joel  and  Mary  H.  Fenn  are  among  the  most 
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highly  esteemed  residents  of  this  city,  and  well  rep- 
resent their  old  and  honorable  ancestry.  They  are : 
(i)  Ava  Hamlin  is  mentioned  more  fully  below. 
(2)  Carrie  Elvira  Jennette,  born  Dec.  9,  1848,  was 
married  on  Feb.  9,  1876,  to  Charles  L.  Bodurtha, 
who  died  Nov.  5,  1879.  They  had  one  child,  JMil- 
dred  F.,  born  July  20.  1879,  ^'^'ho  graduated  from 
the  high  school  in  ]\Ieriden  and  also  from  the  Con- 
necticut State  Normal.  New  Britain,  and  is  now  a 
school  teacher  in  the  latter  city.  (3)  Joel,  born  Sept. 
24,  185 1,  married,  Nov.  28,  1877,  Katie  J.  Forbes, 
and  resides  in  Meriden,  where  he  is  a  carriage  build- 
er. They  have  had  three  children :  Ina  May,  born 
April  23,  1880,  who  died  ]\Iarch  15.  1887;  Burton 
W.,  born  Oct.  8.  1883  ;  and  Hamlin  S..  born  ]May  23, 
1896.  (4)  Willis  I.  is  mentioned  more  fully  below. 
(5)  Edward,  born  Dec.  15,  i860,  died  Dec.  19,  1862. 

Ava  Hamlin  Fenn,  ~M.  D..  eldest  child  of  Joel 
and  Mary  H.  Fenn,  was  born  in  Elm  street,  Wal- 
lingford,  April  15,  1847,  ^"d  removed  with  his  par- 
ents to  Plainville,  where  he  attended  the  District 
schools.  He  had  previously  attended  the  schools  of 
Wallingford.  He  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter 
and  joiner  with  his  father,  and  after  working  witli 
him  a  few  years  started  for  himself  in  iMeriden  as 
a  builder.  Later  he  became  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facturing business  in  Meriden.  in  the  manufacturing 
of  matches.  Having  had  a  strong  desire  from  early 
boyhood,  for  the  ]\Iedical  Profession,  he  took  up  the 
reading  of  medicine  under  Dr.  Nehemiah  Nicker- 
son,  of  IMeriden,  and  later  entered  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons.  Baltimore,  where  he  grad- 
uated in  1886,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  Return- 
ing to  [Meriden,  he  has  for  the  past  fifteen  years 
practiced  his  chosen  profession  with  skill  and  gen- 
tleness, and  has  won  esteem  and  confidence  by  his 
genial  and  unostentatious  manner.  He  is  a  modest 
man,  and  attends  strictly  to  his  profession,  in  whicii 
he  has  met  with  gratifying  success.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  New  Haven  County  ^Medical  Society,  and 
also  of  the  City  Medical  Society,  of  which  latter  he 
was  secretary  and  later  president.  He  is  a  member 
of  no  lodge.  Liberal  in  church  views,  he  attends 
the  Baptist  Church.  'Politically  the  Doctor  is  a 
Republican,  but  not  a  politician  though  he  has  served 
as  aldennan  in  the  citv  council  from  the  Second 
ward,  to  which  position  he  was  elected  in  1896;  as 
chairman  of  the  health  and  water  boards  in  1898; 
and  the  health  and  fire  committees,  proving  himself 
a  true,  public-spirited  citizen. 

On  Nov.  13.  1889.  Dr.  Fenn  married  ]\Ii?s  Letitia 
Burrell,  of  Rockland.  }^Iass..  and  they  have  one 
child.  Edward  Burrell.  born  July  2j.  1893. 

Willis  L  Fexx,  deputy  judge  of  the  INIeriden 
City  Court,  was  born  in  Wallingford.  and  removed- 
to  Plainville,  where  he  attended  school,  finishing  in 
the  Meriden  schools.  Having  a  strong  inclination 
for  the  legal  profession  he  entered  the  law  ofiice  of 
Judge  Emerson  A.  Merriman,  where  he  read  law 
for  two  years.  In  1880  he  entered  Yale  Law 
School,  and  graduated  therefrom,  after  a  two-years' 


course,  in  the  class  of  1881,  after  which  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice  his  chosen  profession  in  the  courts 
of  Connecticut.  He  began  legal  practice  in  Meri- 
den where  for  the  past  twenty  years  he  has,  through 
his  ability  and  strict  attention  to  duty,  won  for  him- 
self a  front  ])lace  among  the  leading  lights  of  the 
Bar.  In  1895,  he  was  appointed  by  the  State  Leg- 
islature as  deputy  judge  of  the  city  court  of  ]Meri- 
den,  for  a  session  of  two  years;  was  re-appointed 
by  the  Legislature  for  another  session;  and  in  1901 
was  re-appointed  for  another  two  years.  He  fills 
the  office  with  dignity,  and  metes  out  justice  with 
an  even  hand.  Of  a  very  unassuming  and  genial 
disposition,  he  has  throue-h  his  kind  and  affable 
manner  made  hosts  of  friends.  In  political  senti- 
ment Mr.  Fenn  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  stands 
high  in  the  ranks  of  the  party.  In  1882  he  was 
elected  to  the  city  council  from  the  Second  ward. 
and  served  four  years ;  was  alderman  for  the  same 
ward  one  term  ;  register  of  voters  for  twelve  years  : 
and  discharged  all  the  duties  of  all  these  incumben- 
cies with  ability  and  credit.  In  1900  he  was  the 
nominee  of  his  party  as  candidate  for  representative 
of  Meriden,  and  polled  a  large  vote,  losing  the 
election  bv  one  vote  only.  In  religion  Mr.  Fenn  is  a 
member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  and  is  a  trus- 
tee of  same.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
and  also  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F..  uniting  with  the  ]\Ieriden 
Center  Lodge,  of  which  he  is  past  grand.  The 
Judge  is  quiet  and  domestic  in  his  habits.  He  is 
unmarried  and  makes  his  home  with  his  mother, 
to  whom  he  is  much  devoted.  Temperate  in  his 
habits,  loyal  in  his  filial  duties,  active  in  the  welfare 
of  his  communitv.  and  able  in  the  discharge  of  the 
important  judicial  responsible  duties  which  have 
been  intrusted  to  him.  he  is  indeed  a  model  citizen, 
one  whose  conduct  in  every  relation  of  life  is 
worthy  of  emulation. 

NEHE^riAH  HARDY  HOYT.  president  of  the 
j  Hoyt  Beef  and  Produce  Co..  of  New  Haven,  is  the 
1  son  of  Nehemiah  Hardy  and  Lucy  Baldwin  (Dur- 
1  and)  Hoyt,  and  a  descendant  in  the  eighth  genera- 
tion frorn  John  Flovt.  who  was  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Salisburv.  Mass..  where  he  is  on  record  as 
early  as  1639.     John  Hoyt  was  born  in  1612,  and 
had  two  wives,  each  of  whom  bore  the  name  of 
;  Frances.     He    was    a   man    of    prominence    in    the 
I  colony,  filled  many  local  offices,  and  died  on  his  farm 
i  in  1687. 

i         From  John  Hoyt  the  line  of  descent  to  Nehemiah 
Hardy,  of  New  Haven,  is  through  Thomas.  Eph- 
,  raim.  Ephraim  (2),  William,  Abraham,  and  Nehe- 
miah  Flardv  Hoyt. 

Thomas  Ho>i:,  the  son  of  John.  Avas  born  in 
1640  in  Salisbury,  married  Marv  Brown,  daughter 
of  William  Brown,  of  Salisburv.  and  died  in  1690. 
Ephraim  Hovt.  the  son  of  Thomas,  was  born  in 
1671.  married  Hannah  Godfrev.  in  1695.  a  second 
Hannah  Godfrev  in  173^).  and  Elizabeth  Macrest  in 
1738.     He  lived  and  died  in  Hampton  Falls. 
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I'l.hraini  Hayt  (2).  son  of  Ephraim,  married 
llirvc  wivfs.  Sarali  Cloug-Ii.  Ahiijail  Welch  and  Sus- 

j„„.,l,  . .     He  lived  in  Hampfon   Falls  until 

i~c-.  .iik!  tlien  removed  to  Chester,  X.  H.,  where  he 

,Jif.l  \n  17(>7. 

William  1  loyt,  son  of  Ephrann,  married  Sarah, 
;i  il.i'.i;;liler  of  IJenjamin  Smith,  and  lived  in  Exeter, 
N.  11.  lie  served  in  the  French  and  Indian  war, 
jiid  was  a  soldier  in  the  American  Revolution,  be- 
iiij:  killed  in  battle,  July  5,   1777. 

Altraliam  Hoyt,  sort  of  William,  was  bom  in 
17^14.  married  Bethiah  Estebrook  in  1793,  and  lived 
fiianv  vears  at  Hartford,  \'t.,  removing-  to  Royalton, 
ill  the  same  State,  wdiere  he  died  in  1841,  his  wife 
Iiaviiip:  died  in  1826. 

Xehemiah  Hardy  Hoyt,  son  of  Abraham,  and  the 
father  of  the  ^-entleman  whose  name  appears  at  the 
introdnction  of  this  article,  was  born  m  Hebron,  X'. 
11.,  IVI).  25,  1808,  and  on  Oct.  2,  1831,  married  Mrs. 
I.ncv  (lialdwin)  Durand.  daughter  of  Jesse  Bald- 
win, and  to  this  union  came  children  as  follows: 
(1)  .^arah  M.,  l)orn  June  24.  1832.  married  George 
A.  Lord  in  1852.  and  Abron  Lamb  in  1863.  (2) 
Liiov  A.,  horn  March  6.  1834,  married  Henry  E. 
lliitchkiss.  in  1852,  and  William  H.  Abrams,  in 
18*14.  (3  )  Clarissa  T.,  born  June  22.  1838,  married 
IVrlin  \Varriner  Aug-.  22.  1859.  (4)  Susie  ]vL, 
I>'>rn  July  28.  1840,  married  James  H.  Lee  in  1867. 
(5)  Xatlian  B..  born  July  23.  1842.  married  Frank 
M.  Bartlett  in  1866.  and  was  a  bonnet  and  hat  manu- 
facturer in  Xew  Haven.  He  served  in  a  Connect- 
icut regiment  in  the  Civil  w-ar.  and  participated  in 
the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run  ;  for  more  than  two  years 
he  was  a  steward  in  the  hospital  service  of  the 
regular  army,  and  is  still  living  in  X'ew  Haven.  (6) 
Xeliemiah  Hardy,  born  Oct.  2,  1844,  in  Xew  Haven, 
was  married  Oct.  2.  1866,  to  Emma  J.,  a  daughter  of 
William  P.  Gardner,  an  organ  builder  in  Xew 
Haven. 

Xehemiah  Hardy  Hoyt  had  his  education  in  the 
Xew  Haven  city  schools,  and  while  still  a  boy  be- 
pan  work  at  the  machinist  trade,  which  was  his  busi- 
ness for  seven  years.  In  1869.  in  company  with 
James  H.  Lee,  he  began  a  wholesale  meat  business, 
the  partnership  continuing  to  1899.  At  first  their 
business  was  done  in  a  small  way,  but  under  care- 
tiil  management  and  painstaking  attention  it  became 
very  successful.  In  1899  Mr.  Lee  retired  and  a 
i":nt  stock  company  was  formed,  which  took  the 
ii.imc  of  the  Hoyt  Beef  and  Produce  Company,  witli 
Mr.  Hoyt  as  president.  The  business  has  become 
\rry  extensive,  the  house  buying  enormous  quan- 
!-!!c<;  f>t  hccf,  butter  and  eggs,  and  shipping  all  over 
Nf-iv  I-.iigiand.  Their  present  building  on  L'nion 
'Xrccx,  five  stories  high,  was  especiallv  fitted  up  for 
the  l.u-ine^s.  Mr.  Hovt  does  the  buving  for  the 
li.Mi^c  on  the  Xew  York  markets,  and  his  so^n  Charles 
W  ..  the  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  companv.  is 
the  ginrral  tnanager  of  the  office  business.  Tliev 
employ  titty  men  in  Xew  Haven,  and  have  two 
salesmen  on  the  road. 


Of  the  children  of  X^ehemiah  Hardy  and  Emma 
J.  (Gardner)  Hoyt,  (i)  Cliarles  W.  was  graduated 
from  Yale  in  i8<97,  taking  a  course  in  mechanical 
engineering;  he  is  a  meniker  of  the  Xaval  Reserve. 
In  1897  he  married  Effie  Smith,  of  Baltimore,  a 
daughter  of  Henry  Smith,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Winthrop  Clayton.  (2)  Samuel  E.  graduated  from 
Yale  in  1897,  and  from  the  Law  Department  of 
Yale  in  1899,  and  is  now  engaged  in  legal  practice 
in  X^ew^  Haven.  iHe  married  Grace  Alvord,  of 
Bridgeport. 

Mr.  Hoyt  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  re- 
lations, and  is  associated  with  the  Congregational 
Church.  He  belongs  to  Harmony  Lodge.  Xo.  t, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is  past  grand  in  Relief  Lodge, 
Xo.  86.  I.  O.  O.  F.  Mr.  Hoyt  has  long  been  a 
member  of  the  L'nion  League  Club. 

CHARLES  EDWIX  PARK,  M.  D..  comes  of 
a  well-known  family  of  Connecticut,  his  father.  Ed- 
win Avery  Park,  being  one  of  the  noted  physicians 
of  the  State,  his  paternal  ancestry  being  easily  traced 
as  far  back  as  the  year  1630. 

Edwin  Avery  Park  was  born  in  Preston.  X'ew 
London  Co.,  Conn.,  Jan.  27,  1817,  a  son  of  Benjamin 
Franklin  and  Hannah  (Avery)  Park,  the  father  a 
fanner  and  merchant  in  Preston,  where  he  lived  and 
died  in  the  old  homestead,  which  has  been  in  the 
family  for  generations. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Park  was  the  son  of  Elisha, 
who  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Paul  Park — a  niinister 
who  preached  in  the  same  church,  in  his  native 
town,  for  over  fifty  years — and  'he  was  a  son  of 
Hezekiah  Park,  a  son  of  Robert  Park,  who  with 
his  wife  and  three  sons  came  from  England,  in  1630, 
and  settled  in  Boston,  ]Mass.  The  English  ances- 
tors of  the  familv  resided  in  Lancashire,  and  the  late 
Baron  Park,  of  England,  descended  from  the  same 
ancestral  line,  the  name  until  within  a  few  years  be- 
ing written  with  a  final  e. 

Dr.  Edwin  Averv  Park  spent  his  earlv  life  upoii 
his  father's  farm,  working  there  during  the  summer 
and  attending  school  during  the  winter,  and  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  beginning  to  be  a  teacher,  himself. 
For  several  seasons  he  taught  school,  and  then  be- 
came a  student  at  Wilbraham  Academy,  but  when 
about  twenty-one  took  up  the  serious  studv  of  medi- 
cine, in  Durham,  under  the  tuition  of  Dr.  Rufus 
Wellington  Alatthewson.  For  several  years  he  con- 
tinued with  this  noted  practitioner,  in  the  meantime 
taking  a  course  of  lectures  in  the  X'ew  York  Medi- 
cal College,  and  later  in  the  Yale  Medical  College, 
graduating  from  the  latter  institution  in  1846.  At 
once  opening  an  office.  Dr.  Park  soon  found  his 
services  in  demand.  Until  this  time  he  had  carved 
out  his  own  career,  as  limited  means  prevented 
many  of  his  cherished  plans  being  put  into  execu- 
tion, but  his  energetic  and  resolute  character  had 
enabled  him  to  overcome  many  difficulties,  and  when 
he  took  up  his  practice,  he  found  himself  well  pre- 
pared to  gain  and  keep  the  confidence  of  the  public. 
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During-  the  Civil  war,  he  was  surgeon  of  the  enroll- 
ing- hoard  in  association  with  Col.  Dexter  R. 
Wright,  and  in  that  position  he  performed  efficient 
and  valuahle  service.  A  man  of  liheral  and  active 
mind,  well-informed,  ready  hut  not  rash,  he  won  the 
respect  of  his  medical  associates  and  was  equally  es- 
teemed in  social  circles. 

In  1853  Dr.  Park  married  Hester  Ann,  daugh- 
ter of  Oliarlcs  J.  Allen,  of  New  Haven,  and  five 
■children  were  horn  of  this  union,  the  survivors  he- 
ing:  Catherine  15..  Hester  M.,  Franklin  A.,  and 
Charles  E.  (Of  the  brothers  of  Dr.  Park,  none  re- 
main :  Chief  Justice  Park,  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Connecticut,  is  deceased:  Albert  was  a  prominent 
attorney  of  Xorwich ;  and  Ralph  H.,  who  last  lived 
in  Boston,  was  the  late  principal  of  the  W'ooster 
school,  of  Xew  Haven.  The  death  of  Dr.  Park 
occurred  on  Jan.  17.  1879. 

From  his  early  days  Dr.  Charles  E.  Park  was 
marked  for  the  practice  of  medicine,  having  in- 
herited much  of  his  father's  trend  of  mind.  He  was 
born  Oct.  24,  1857,  and  after  attendance  at  the  pub- 
lic schools  and  at  Gen.  Russell's  Militarv  School,  he 
began  the  systematic  study  of  the  profession  whicn 
he  has  adorned  for  a  number  of  years.  So  thor- 
ough was  the  instruction  that  he  received  from  his 
father,  that  he  was  soon  prepared  for  Yale,  from 
which  }iledical  school  he  graduated  in  June.  1881. 
naturally  associating  with  his  father  and  taking  u]> 
the  practice  which  the  latter  had  only  resigned  at 
death. 

Dr.  Park  was  married  to  ^liss  Grace  F..  Car- 
penter, of  \\'hitehall,  Mich.,  and  one  child  has  been 
born  of  this  tmion  :  Theo  }ilarguerite.  Although 
Dr.  Park  does  not  pose  as  a  leader  in  medical  cir- 
cles, neither  does  he  lag  behind,  his  practice  em- 
bracing some  of  the  best  clientage  of  the  city.  Pro- 
fessionallv  he  is  well  known  as  an  active  member  of 
the  ^Medical  societies  of  Xew  Haven  county,  and 
city,  the  Medical  Association  of  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut and  also  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion. Fraternally  he  is  a  32d  Degree  Scottish  Rite 
Mason,  and  proniinent  in  Hiram  Lodge,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M. ;  Franklin  Chapter  ;  Hamiony  Council :  Xew 
Haven  Commandery ;  Pyramid  Temple,  Mystic 
Shrine ;  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  Improved  Order  of  Hep- 
tasophs,  and  is  examiner  for  both  orders,  and  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Knight's  Templar's  Club.  For 
many  years,  iike  his  respected  father,  he  has  been 
connected  with  the  United  Congregational  Church. 

LUMAX  FRAXKLIX  PARKER,  an  old  and 
highly  respected  citizen  of  Meriden,  was  born  Aug. 
18,  1813,  in  Coventry,  Chenango  Co.,  X.  Y..  and  is 
a  wortliy  descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families 
in  X'ew  England. 

(I)  William  Parker,  the  first  of  the  name  in 
Connecticut,  settled  first  at  Hartford,  later  at  Say- 
brook.  He  had  three  sons,  William.  Ralph  and 
John. 

(II)  John  Parker,  youngest  of  the  above  men- 


tioned family,  was  the  ancestor  of  all  bearing  the 
name  in  Xew  Haven  county.  He  had  five  children, 
as  follows:  John,  born  Oct.  8,  1646;  Marv,  born 
April  27,  1648,  who  married  John  Hall  in  1666; 
Hope,  born  May  26,  1650,  who  married  Samuel 
Cook  May  2.  1677;  Lydia,  born  'Slay  26,  1653,  who 
married  John  Thomas  Jan.  12,  1671  ;  and  Joseph, 
who  married  Hannah  Gilbert  in  1673. 

(III)  John  Parker  antl  his  wife,  Hannah  Bas- 
sett,  were  among  the  first  planters  in  Wallingford. 
locating  in  the  district  now  known  as  "Parker's 
Farms,"  about  two  miles  w-est  of  the  borough.  He 
was  quite  active  in  public  matters,  and  did  much  to 
advance  the  interests  of  the  settlement.  He  died  in 
1711,  and  his  wife  June  7,  1726.  Their  children 
were:  Hannah,  born  Aug.  20.  1671.  married  Will- 
iam Andrews  Jan.  12,  1692:  Elizabeth  married  Jo- 
siah  Royce  March  24,  1693  ;  John,  born  March  26, 
1675,  married  Mary  Kibbe,  of  Springfield,  Xov.  i, 
1699;  Rachel,  born  June  16,  iC)8o,  married  Thomas 
Relzea,  of  Xew  Haven,  in  1700;  Joseph  married 
Sarah  Curtis  June  7.  1705:  Eliphalet  married  Han- 
nah Beach  Aug.  5.  1708:  Samuel  married  Sarah 
Goodsell,  of  Middletown.  July  16.  1713:  Edward  is 
mentioned  oelow :  Mary  married  Joseph  Clark  Xov. 
2y,  1707;  Abigail  married  Joseph  Bradley  ]\larch  3, 
1710. 

(IV)  Edward  Parker,  son  of  John  and  Hannah 
Parker,  born  in  1692  on  the  Parker  Farm,  grew  up 
there  and  on  reaching  manhood  located  in  the  parisli 
of  Cheshire  (now  the  town  of  Cheshire),  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. He  died  Oct.  21.  1776,  and  was  buried  in 
Cheshire.  Edward  Parker  married  (first)  Jerusha 
Merriman,  who  died  Dec.  27,  1745.  C)n  Dec.  i,  1748. 
he  married  Rebecca  Ives,  who  died  May  23,  1762. 
aged  sixty-five  years.  On  Sept.  30.  1762,  he  mar- 
ried (third)  Ruth  Merriman  Merwin.  His  chil- 
dren: Ralph,  born  Jan.  9,  1718,  married  Martha, 
daughter  of  Gideon  Ives,  Dec.  25.  1740:  Athildred, 
born  July  r,  1719.  married  Timothy  Hall  Jan.  10. 
1748;  Edward,  born  March  11.  1721.  married  Sarah 
Burroughs  Aug.  21,  1744:  Joel,  born  P'eb.  24,  1723, 
married  Susan  Flotchkiss  Dec.  25,  1746:  Ephraini, 
bom  Aug.  23,  1725.  is  mentioned  below:  .Amos,  born 
X'ov.  26,  1726.  died  Aug.  20.  1748:  William,  born 
in  1728,  died  May  2,  17^2:  Eldad.  born  Sept.  14, 
1 73 1,  married  Thankful  Bellamv.  daughter  of  [Mat- 
thew-, April  24,  1755,  and  died  July  6,  1779;  Joseph 
[Merriam,  born  Feb.  2,  1734,  died  IMarch  21,  1734: 
Joseph,  born  Oct.  9,  1735,  married  Alary  Andrews 
Mav  30,  1758. 

(V)  Ephraim  Parker,  son  of  Edward  Parker, 
was  born  in  Cheshire  Aug.  23.  1723.  and  on  X'ov. 
II,  1747,  married  Bathsheba  Parsons.  Their  daugh- 
ter, Hannah,  married  Hiland  Hall,  on  the  same  day 
their  son  was  married. 

(VI)  Jotham  Parker,  son  of  Ephraim,  was  a 
wagoner  in  charge  of  trans jxirtat ion  in  the  Revolu- 
tionarv  war.  with  the  rank  of  captain.  He  mar- 
ried Sarah  Seward,  of  Oneida  county,  X'.  Y.,  and 
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their  children  were :  Sarah  married  Dr.  Thaddeiis 
Mather,  of  Coventry,  N.  Y. :  Lucy  married  George 
]\[cGeorge  and  died  in  \'irginia ;  Luman  died  in 
early  manhood;  Hiland  Hail  is  mentioned  below; 
Hannah  married  Hezekiah  Loveland.  and  died  in 
New  York  State;  Jotham  died  in  Coventry;  Emily 
married  Rngg-les  Merwin. 

(VII)  Hiland  Hall  Parker,  son  of  Jotham,  was 
born  in  Coventry,  X.  Y.,  where  he  grew  up  and 
married.  In  1818  he  went  with  bis  family  to  Mid- 
dlebourne,  Tyler  Co.,  W.  \'a.,  where  he  became 
extensively  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  bricks 
and  lumber.  While  on  his  way  to  Xew  Orleans 
with  a  cargo  of  his  products  the  vessel  was  lost, 
and  no  tidings  of  it  were  ever  received.  Hiland 
H.  Parker  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternitv. 
His  wife,  Lydia  P.  Pratt,  was  bom  Nov.  16,  1788. 
in  that  part  of  the  town  of  Berlin  which  is  now 
Xew  Britain.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  (  i  ) 
Luman  F.,  born  -\ug.  18,  1813,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  sketch  ;  (  2  )  Sarah  Elizabeth,  born  June 
26,  181 5,  who  married  Ezekiel  Andrews,  of  X'ew 
Britain;  (3)  Isabella  Richards,  bom  Feb.  25,  1817, 
who  married  Benjamin  B.  Blake,  of  Coventry,  X. 
Y. ;  (4)  Lydia  Diana,  born  May  2y,  1820;  and  (5) 
Emily  Eliza,  born  Jan.  11.  1822,  who  married  Cal- 
vin Taggart.  The  two  last  named  were  born  in 
West  Virginia.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Parker 
his  widow  married,  on  May  19,  1830,  Benjamin 
Taggart,  by  whom  she  had  one  child,  Julia,  born 
Aug.  3,  183 1,  who  married  Franklin  Edgerton,  of 
Binghamton,  X'.  Y.  The  mother  died  in  Coventry, 
N.  Y.,  at  the  ripe  age  of  ninety-six  years.  She  was 
a  faithful  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
lived  a  true  Christian  life. 

Luman  F.  Parker  went  to  \'irginia  with  his  par- 
ents when  only  five  years  old,  and  remained  there 
until  1824.  At  the  age  of  eleven  years  he  came  to 
New  Britain,  Conn.,  where  he  remained  si.x  months, 
thence  removing  to  Coventrv,  X^.  Y..  where  he  lived 
with  his  uncle,  Jotham  Parker,  who  was  a  farmer 
and  drover.  His  mother  removed  from  Xew 
Britain  to  Coventry  the  vear  following.  While  with 
his  uncle  he  attended  school,  and  he  assisted  his 
uncle  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
went  to  O.xford,  and  there  spent  two  years  learning 
watch  repairing.  For  a  period  of  two  years  he 
traveled  with  a  caravan  and  circus,  and  then  re- 
turned to  X'ew  Britain,  where  he  worked  at  carriage 
trimming  a  short  time.  In  1837  he  met  an  agent 
from  Houston,  Texas  (then  a  wild  region  which 
had  just  asserted  its  independence  of  Mexico),  rep- 
resenting the  Houston  Town  Co..  who  owned  a  large 
tract  of  land  on  which  the  town  of  Houston  is  now 
situated  and  offered  one  thousand  acres  of  heavy 
pine  timber  to  anv  one  who  would  locate  a  sawmill 
on  said  land.  A  company  was  organized  in  X'ew 
Britain,  called  the  Texas  Steam  Mill  &  Building 
Co.,  of  which  Mr.  Parker  wa,s  a  member,  and  which 
sailed  from  Xew  York  on  the  i8th  day  of  August. 
The  party,  which  consisted  of  twenty-two  persons. 


including    stockholders   and   employes,   arrived   off 
Galveston  Sept.  28th,  but  did  not  get  into  the  bav 
and  anchor  until  the  4th  of  October,  because  of  head 
winds  from  the  .south,  where  the  wind  had  been  for 
si.x  days,  filhng  all  the  bays  and  bayous.     It  sudden- 
ly  changed  to  the  north,  and  all  this  water  went 
out  in  about  twelve  hours,  and  of  twenty-two  vessels 
afloat  in  the  bay  at  eight  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  9th  of  October,  there  was  but  one  at  ten  o'clock 
at  night,  the  rest  being  hard  aground  on  the  island. 
The  brig  "Elbe,"  on  which  the  company  arrived, 
was  on  the  island  150  feet  from  the  bay,  and  thev  had 
a  hard  task  to  get  their  machinery  aboard  the  small 
steamer  "Leonidas,"  which  carried  it  through  Gal- 
veston and  San  Jacinto  bays  and  Buffalo  bayou  to 
Houston,  where  the  mill  was  built  and  put  in  run- 
ning order  by  the  ist  of  March,  1838,  after  a  hard 
winter's  work.     As  many  of  the  men  were  unaccus- 
tomed to  that  kind  of  labor,  a  number  sickened  and 
died,  and  of  the  twenty-two  who  landed  only  seven 
lived  to  return;  and  Mr.  Parker  and  a  niece  (who 
was  at  that  time  two  years  old')  are  now  the  only 
survivors.     On  his  return  from  Texas  he  went  to 
Coventry,  X.  Y.,  where  he  married,  and  then  came  to 
X'ew  Britain  and  remained  a  short  time,  expecting 
to   return   to  Texas.        However,   as   the  company 
failed,  he  returned  to  X'ew  York  State  and  traveleti 
selling  merchandise  for  a  period  of  seven  years,  at  • 
the  end  of  which  time  he  returned  to  Xew  Britain, 
where  he  was  a  contractor  at  Russell  &  Erwin's  until 
1865.     In  that  year  he  became  a  resident  of  Meri- 
den,  and  has  since  been  among  the  progressive  citi- 
zens of  that  place.     For  a  period  of  seven  years  he 
was  a  contractor  in  the  works  of  Parker  &  Whip- 
ple.    For  nearly  fourteen  years  he  has  been  retired 
from  active  business,  and  has  been  obliged  by  infirm 
hearing  to  refrain  from  participating  in  many  move- 
ments which  had  his  sympathy.     He  is  a  member  of 
Meridian  Lodge,  Xo.  yj.  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of 
Keystone  Chapter,  Xo.  27.  R.  A.  'M.     While  resid- 
ing in  New  Britain  Mr.  Parker  was  senior  deacon 
of  Harmony  Lodge,  of  that  place,  and  served  as- 
deputy  sheriff  of  Hartford  county.     He  is  a  Denw- 
crat  in  p>olitics,  and,  with  his  family,  is  connected 
with  St.  Andrew's;  P.  E.  Church. 

On  Sept.  8,  1839,  at  Coventry,  X.  Y.,  Mr.  Parker 
was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Wylie,  who  was  born 
in  that  place,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Wylie.  For  six- 
tv-two  years  this  couple  have  lived  a  life  of  happv 
congeniality  and  mutual  regard,  a  record  seldom 
equalled.  Mrs.  Parker  is  a  woman  of  many  Chris- 
tian virtues,  a  most  lovable  character,  revered  by  all 
who  knew  her.  Five  children  have  come  to  this 
union:  (i)  Lydia  Almira,  the  eldest,  bom  Sept. 
22,  1841,  in  Coventrv.  married  Emery  O.  Hall:  they 
have  no  children  living.  She  is  a  member  of  Ruth 
Hart  Chapter.  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, which  she  has  served  as  secretary,  and  is  now 
a  member  of  its  official  board.  (2)  Hiland  Hall. 
born  July  17.  1845,  in  Coventry,  is  a  traveling  sales- 
man residing  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.     On  July  14,  1877, 
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in  Chicago,  he  married  Cora  Frances  Strong,  of 
Cincinnati,  who  is  now  deceased.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  years  he  enHsted  in  the  Union  army,  and 
served  three  years.  He  was  wounded  at  the  battle 
of  Antieitam.  (3)  Luman  FrankUn,  born  Sept.  26, 
1847,  in  Lexington,  N.  Y.,  is  a  prominent  attorney 
of  St.  Louis,  and  is  now  general  solicitor  for  the 
St.  Louis  &  San  Francisco  system.  On  Feb.  22, 
1872,  he  married  Sara  B.  Alaupin,  daughter  of  Col. 
A.  ]\L  Maupin,  of  Union.  ^lo.,  and  they  have  had 
five  children,  Luman  Franklin  (who  is  married  and 
resides  in  Indian  Territory),  Jacqueline  O.,  Rex 
William  (who  died  when  five  years  old),  Grace 
Malcolm,  Rowe  Albert,  and  a  twin  brother  of  the 
last  named,  who  died  when  three  months  old.  (4) 
Charles  Jotham,  born  Dec.  4,  1848,  at  New  Britain, 
died  Oct.  31,  1899,  in  Xew  Orleans.  (5)  William 
D.  Wylie,  born  Alarch  6,  1852,  is  mentioned  below. 
The  Wylie  Family,  of  which  ^^Irs.  Luman  F. 
Parker  is  a  descendant,  is  of  Scottish  origin,  and 
w^as  early  located  in  NeAv  York.  James  Wylie, 
great-grandfather  of  ^Nlrs.  Parker,  and  James  Wylie, 
her  grandfather,  were  soldiers  in  the  Revolution, 
and  settled  in  Coventry.  The  latter's  children  were : 
Daniel ;  Betsy,  who  married  William  Thomas ; 
James,  who  married  a  Miss  Fairchild ;  Sally,  who 
married  W.  Button ;  Temperance,  who  married 
Whiting  Cornish ;  Samuel  Hawley,  who  married 
(first)  Deborah  Sands  and  (second)  Minerva  Bene- 
dict; Maria,  who  married  Coleman  [Nlandeville  and 
(second)  Charles  Hatch;  and  John,  who  married 
Esther  Hinkley. 

Daniel  Wylie,  son  of  James,  was  a  native  of 
Coventry.  He  married  Lucy,  daughter  of  Roger 
Edgerton,  and  granddaughter  of  ]\Iathew  Cole,  both 
of  whom  were  Revolutionary  soldiers.  They  were 
of  Norman-I'rench  descent.  Daniel  \\'ylie's  chil- 
dren were:  Almira,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  years;  Ehzabeth.  wife  of  Luman  F.  Parker; 
Stewart  H.,  now  deceased;  Helen  AL.  who  married 
Joseph  Elliott ;  Erastus.  the  father  of  Mrs.  S.  Olin 
Parker,  of  Meriden ;  Hial  E.,  a  resident  of  Sa't 
Lake  City;  Angeline.  wife  of  ^Marcus  Scott,  of 
Franklin,  N.  Y. ;  and  two  who  died  in  childhood. 
The  Pratt  Family,  to  which  Luman  F.  Parker 
belongs  through  his  mother,  is  traced  back  to  the 
eleventh  century.  With  regard  to  the  home  of  the 
English  Pratts,  as  they  were  anciently,  so  they  are 
to-day,  seated  chiefly  in  eastern  and  southern  parts 
of  England,  in  the  contiguous  counties  of  Leicester, 
Hunting,  Norfolk.  Lincoln  and  Hertford.  The  name 
of  Pratt  is  variously  spelled  in  more  ancient  writings 
thus:  Pratt,  Prat,'Pratte,  Pradt,  Pracd.  Prate,  also 
Praer  and  Prayers.  It  is  a  surname  derived,  like 
many  of  the  Norman  and  Saxon  names,  from  a  lo- 
cality, from  the  Latin  word  pratnin,  a  meadow.  The 
motto  belonging  to  the  emblazonry  of  Pratt  of  Roys- 
ton  Hall,  in  Norfolk,  thus  alludes  to  the  etymology 
of  the  name,  "Ridcnt  Florentia  Praia."  "Flowery 
meadows  smile."  The  name  of  Pratt  occurs  among 
the  earliest  of  English  surnames,  and  members  of 


the  family  in  many  of  its  branches  held  stations  of 
influence  and  power  in  the  English  empire. 

Thje  earliest  mention  of  Pratts  in  England  is 
prior  to  the  year  1200  of  the  Christian  era,  and 
shows  that  they  came  to  England  froni  Normandy. 
Four  brothers,  John,  Williain,  Engebran  and  Peter, 
figure  largely  in  the  reigns  of  Kings  Richard  and 
John.  They  were  all  living  A.  D.  1201,  as  they 
witnessed  the  settlement  of  Robert.  Earl  of  Mallent, 
at  Peter's  marriage.  John  Pratt  was  a  favorite 
minister  of  Richard  Cceur  de  Lion.  In  1193  we 
find  him  associated  with  William,  Bishop  of  Ely, 
and  others,  as  the  English  commissioners  to  make 
peace  with  Philip  Augustus,  concluded  at  Mayence 
on  the  eighth  day  before  the  Ides  of  July.  Williain 
and  John  are  also  witnesses  to  a  charter  granted  at 
Rodly,  in  1199,  with  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 
In  various  places  the  records  show  their  possessions 
in  Northampton,  Berkshire  and  Oxford.  In  1191 
William  accompanied  King  Richard  to  the  Holv 
Land  and  became  of  great  service  to  the  King  by 
rescuing  him  from  the  Turks.  One  day,  while 
King  Richard  slept,  he  was  seized  by  the  Turks, 
when  William  Pratt  calls  out,  'T  am  the  King.'' 
Whereupon  they  released  King  Richard  and  cap- 
tured William.  Of  course  the  King,  thankful  for 
his  own  rescue,  but  grieved  for  William  Pratt,  who 
loyally  redeemed  him  at  the  price  of  his  own  liberty, 
could  not  leave  the  Holy  Land  without  ransoming 
the  gallant  friend  who  had  saved  his  life  at  such  a 
cost.  But  he  was  not  released  until  the  following 
year,  when,  during  a  truce  between  Richard  and 
Saladin,  he  was  exchanged  for  ten  emirs.  We  find 
him,  A.  D.  1 189,  as  witness  to  a  grant  of  land  to  the 
Earl  of  Norfolk,  and  again  on  Charter  Privileges 
to  the  Jews,  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  King 
Richard  I.  Plis  name  also  occurs  very  frequently 
in  the  charter  and  documents  of  John's  reign. 

Of  the  name  of  Pratt  there  have  been  families 
of  consideration  from  early  times,  in  different  parts 
of  England  and  Ireland,  as  members  of  Parliament, 
and  holding  positions  of  honor  in  the  government. 
Some  of  them  were  of  knightly  degree  and  those  of 
Berkshire  were  baronets.  The  branch  of  which  we 
are  treating-  w^ere  soon,  at  least  in  the  middle  of 
Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  settled  at  Careswell  priory, 
in  Devonshire,  which  house  and  estate  were  sold 
by  Richard  Pratt.  This  Richard  was  the  grand- 
father of  Lord  Chief  Justice  John  Pratt,  lineage  of 
the  families  from  which  the  first  settlers  of  Hart- 
ford, John  and  Lieut.  William  Pratt,  descended. 

Lieut.  William  and  John  Pratt  came  from  Hert- 
fordshire, and  we  trace  their  lineage  back  to  the 
eleventh  century.  It  is  quite  probable  that  they  de- 
scended from  William,  one  of  the  four  brothers  who 
came  over  to  England  from  Normandy  at  that  time, 
the  same  William  mentioned  before,  who  rescued 
King  Richard  from  the  Turks  in  iigr.  Lieut.  Will- 
iam and  his  brother  John  were  among  the  first  band 
of  adventurers  who  settled  Hartford.  They  em- 
barked for  the  New  World  in  the  ship  "Griffin,"  a 
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i-W.v  (jf  300  tons,  and  arriving  at  Boston  Sept.  4, 
u,\\.  probably  came  to  Hartford  with  Rev.  Thomas 
H.M'kcT  in  1636.  They  appear  there  among  the 
«ir;:'inal  proprietors,  and  drew  home  lots  in  the 
t,r>t  division  of  land,  in  February,  ir)3g.  John 
tlrtw  lot  No.  6,  on  Main  street,  Lieut.  William  drew 
I, it>  Xos.  8  and  6  on  Burr  street,  now  Xorth  Main 
.street.  Lieut.  William  was  one  of  the  band  who 
went  from  Hartford  on  the  expedition  against  the 
]V(|uots  in  1637,  which  resulted  in  the  annihilation 
«,f  their  power  as  a  tribe.  Subsequently  he  re- 
ceived a  hundred  acres  of  land,  by  order  of  the 
<  icneral  Court,  probably  for  services  performed  in 
tlie  expedition.  About  1645  he  sold  his  land  in 
Jlartford  to  Mathew  Beckwith  and  removed  to  Say- 
brook.  His  tirst  two  children  were  born  in  Hart- 
ford and  the  rest  in  Saybrook.  He  located  in  what 
is  now  the  borough  of  Essex,  his  home  lot  and 
house  being  in  the  region  now  occupied  by  the  Rope 
Walk.  It  appears  from  the  records  of  the  State 
and  other  sources  that  he  was  a  man  of  note  in  the 
Colony  and  represented   his   town   in   the   General 


Ascmbly  from  October,  1666,  to  May,  1673,  sup- 
])osed  to  be  the  year  of  his  death.  In  June,  1636, 
lie  married  Elizabeth  Clark,  daughter  of  John  Clark, 
first  of  Saybrook,  afterward  of  ^Milford.  The  fact 
f>i  her  being  the  daughter  of  John  Clark  is  proved 
liy  a  will  found  in  tlie  probate  oiifice  at  Xew  Haven, 
'liifir  children :  Elizabeth,  John,  Joseph,  Sarah, 
Will,  Samuel,  Lydia  and  Xathaniel. 

(II)  Ensign  John  Pratt,  second  child  and  eldest 
Son  of  Lieut.  William  Pratt,  born  Feb.  20,  1644, 
married,  June  8,  i66g,  Sarah  Jones,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Jones,  of  Guilford.  Their  children :  John, 
l^lizabcth,  Thomas,  Ysacke,  Sarah,  Lydia,  Alehet- 
ablc  and  Mary. 

(Hi)  Ysacke  Pratt,  fourth  child  of  Ensign  John 
Pratt,  bom  Jan.  16,  1677,  married  INIary  Taylor. 
Their  children :  Isaac,  Timothy,  Mary,  Humphrey, 
James  and  Elizabeth. 

(IV)  Humphrey  Pratt,  fourth  child  of  Isaac 
Pratt,  born  ^lav  16,  1716,  married  Lvdia  TuUv, 
daughter  of  William  Tully.  Xov.  30,  1746.  They 
resided  in  Old  Saybrook.  '  Mr.  Pratt  died  Aug.  20, 
1799.  Their  children  :  Humphrey,  William,  Lydia, 
Elias  and  Andrew. 

(V)  Andrew  Pratt,  fifth  child  of  Humphrey 
Pratt,  born  X'ov.  8,  1756,  was  thrice  married,  first 
to  Xancy  Dorrance,  of  Rhode  Island,  who  died  Feb. 
-•  '785,  aged  twenty-eight.  In  1787  he  married 
l'.!izal>cth  Whaples,  who  died  May  15,  1795,  aged 
tlnrty.  On  June  12,  1796,  he  married  (third)  Han- 
nah .\ndrews,  of  Berlin,  Conn.  Andrew  Pratt  en- 
tered the  army  at  eighteen  years  of  age.  and  was  in 
ill  the  Revolutionary  war  until  its  close.  His  chil- 
<>;in  :  I',y  first  wife — Sally,  Tully:  by  second  wife 
— Lyclia  P.,  Daniel  Humphrevs  ;  bv  third  wife — Bet- 
sey W'.,  Henrv  M.,  William  T.,  Xancv  Dorrance  and 
Horatio  M. 

(\'I)  Lydia  P.  Pratt,  daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Elizabeth  Pratt,  born  Xov.  16,  1788,  married  Hiland 


H.  Parker  Xov.   10,   181 1,  and  on  May  19,   1830, 

married    (second)    Benjamin  Taggart. 

Lineage  from  which  John  and  Lieut.  William 
descended  is  found  in  the  registry  of  wills  in  Hert- 
fordshire, England,  as  follows : 

The  first  record  we  find  in  direct  line  of  descent 
is  the  will  of  Thomas  Pratt,  of  Baldoc,  in  Hertford- 

I  shire.     There  is  no  date  of  his  birth ;  but  his  will  is 

1  dated  Feb.  5,  1539.     Therein  he  remembers  his  wife 
Joan  and  sons   Thomas,   James  and  Andrew,  and 

:  daughter  Agnes. 

I         Of  Andrew  Pratt,  the  next  in  line  of  descent,  no 

■  will  has  been  found,  but  the  parish  records  contain 
I  the  following  names  and  baptisms  of  his  children : 
I  Ellen,  daughter  of  Andrew,  baptized  1561  ;  William, 

baptized    October,    1562;    Richard,    baptized   June, 

I         The  will  of  William  Pratt,  son  of  Andrew  and 
i  grandson   of  Thomas   of   Baldoc,   is    found   in  the 
i  Doctors  Commons,  dated  Xovember,  1629,  at  Stern- 
i  age,  in  Hertfordshire,  of  which  parish  he  was  rector 
I  thirty  years.     The  history  of  the  County  of  Hert- 
1  ford,   England,   contains   the   following  memorial : 
I  "Here  lies  Rev.  \\'illiam  Pratt,  Bachelor  of  Sacred 
I  Theology,  and  most  illustrious  rector  of  this  churcu 
\  for  thirtv  years."     He  married  a  ladv  whose  name 
1  was  Elizabeth,  by  whom  he  had  six  children,  and 
I  died  in   1629,  aged  sixty-seven.       Their  children: 
j  Sarah,  baptized  Feb.  6,   1606;   Alary,  baptism  not 
\  found;  Elizabeth,  April  2,  1613;  Richard,  Feb.  16, 
1618;  John,  X'ov.  9,  1620;  Lieut.  W^illiam,  baptism^ 
!  not  found.     It  appears  that  William  and  John  were 
i  not  remembered  in  the  will,  probably  for  the  reason 
:  that  they  left  for  America  or  signified  their  inten- 
i  tion  of  leaving  and  received  their  portion. 
I         By  the  foregoing  records  we  are  able  to  trace  the 
I  pedigree   of    Lieut.    William    Pratt,    the    settler   of 
I  Ha,rtford,  backward  three  generations,  that  is,  to  his 
grandfather,  Thomas  Pratt,  of  Baldoc,  in  Hertford- 
shire, who  died  in    1539,  one  hundred  years  pre- 
vious to  the  time  when  the   settlers   of  Hartford 
drew  their  home  lots.     As  we  find  the  line  traced 
backward  to  Thomas  of  Baldoc  in  the  fourteenth 
century,  the  record  makes  it  probable  that  the  line- 
age goes  back  to  William,  one  of  the  four  brothers 
who  came   to    England     from     X'ormandy    in  the 
eleventh  century, 

WILLIAM  DANIEL  WYLIE  PARKER,  chief 

■  clerk  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  at  Hart- 
;  ford,  was  born  March  6,  1852,  in  Xew  Britain,  son 
;  of  Luman  F.  Parker,  He  received  his  education 
:  in  the  public  schools  of  Xew  Britain,  and  at  an  early 
'  age  began  to  work  with  his  father  in  the  shops  of 
'  Parker  &  Whipple,  in  Aleriden,  to  which  town  his 

father  removed  about  1865,  and  he  also  worked  as  a 
,  contractor  in   that  city  and   in   Pittsburg,   Bridge- 
port and  Middletown,  continuing  the  latter  line  until 
:  1893,  when  he  received  appointment  to  his  present 
position  through   ex-Congressman   \'ance.     At   the 
:  expiration  of  his  first  term  of  four  years  he  was  re- 
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ap^xjinted,  by  Samuel  15.  Home,  and  is  now  servinc: 
under  Harry  E.  ISack.  His  continuation  in  tlie 
incumbency  is  the  highest  complinKnt  that  could  be 
paid  to  the  value  of  his  services.  In  political  affilia- 
tion Air.  Parker  is  an  indepiMKlcnt  Democrat. 

On  Aug.  2y.  1878,  -Mr.  Parker  was  married  in 
Meriden  to  Miss  Ella  (X-ellie)  J.  Clark,  who  was 
bom  in  Easthampton.  Middlesex  countv,  daughter 
of  Cyms  R.  and  Zuba  (TryonJ  Clark,  and  three 
children  have  blessed  their  union  :  Charles  William. 
born  Feb.  28,  1880.  is  a  lithograph  worker  in  Hart- 
ford; Harold  Hiland,  born  Sept.  23.  1883,  is  a 
printer,  employed  in  the  office  of  the  Meriden 
Journal:  Elmer  CHfford,  born  Sept.  20,  1885,  at- 
tends the  Al'eriden  high  school.  The  familv  are 
identified  with  the  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Parker 
is  a  man  of  domestic  tastes,  well  liked  among  all  his 
acquaintances  and  respected  wherever  he  is  known, 
and  his  wife  shares  with  him  the  high  regard  of  all 
in  the  circle  of  their  friendship. 

DENXIS  WARD,  a  typical  self-made  man,  now 
successfully  engaged  in  the  coal  and  w(X)d  trade  in 
New  Haven,  was  born  in  that  city  Oct.  8,  1842, 
son  of  Owen  ^^'ard. 

Owen  Ward  was  bom  in  County  Kildare,  Ire- 
land, a  son  of  Dennis  Ward,  a  well-known  pork 
packer,  who  lived  and  died  in  his  native  land.  In 
1840  Owen  Ward  left  the  Emerald  Isle  and  came 
to  America  to  find  a  home  and  fortune  for  himself. 
He  married  Mary  Hogan,  a  native  of  the  same  lo- 
cality as  himself,  and  a  daughter  of  Owen  Hogan, 
a  dealer  in  produce,  who  passed  his  entire  life  in 
Ireland.  Mrs.  Ward  passed  away  in  1862,  the 
mother  of  nine  children,  namely :  Dennis,  Bridget, 
Owen,  James,  William,  Frank,  John,  Mary  Ann 
and  Ann,  four  of  whom  are  yet  living,  two  sons  and 
two  daughters. 

Dennis  \\'ard  acquired  his  early  literary  training 
in  a  little  school  taught  by  a  Aliss  Jacobs,  and  later 
attended  one  taught  by  a  Aliss  Bartfish.  He  then 
passed  five  or  six  years  in  W'est  St.  Mary's  par- 
ochial school  and  completed  his  education  in  the 
Rogers  school.  When  he  began  life  for  himself 
he  found  employment  driving  a  team,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  was  contracting  on  his  own  be- 
half. He  became  of  age  on  Wednesday,  and  the 
foIlo\Ving  Mondav  he  branched  out  on  his  own  ac- 
count,  carrying  lumber  from  a  vessel  to  a  scow,  for 
which  work  he  received  forty  cents  per  hour.  By 
economv  he  managed  to  save  enough  to  embark 
in  business.  On  Sept.  30.  1880.  he  began  his 
present  business,  in  which  he  has  rapidly  risen 
to  the  front  rank.  He  is  careful  and  conscientious 
in  his  dealings  and  has  won  a  fine  trade. 

In  1868  Mr.  Ward  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mary  T.  Lee,  who  was  born  in  County  Carlow,  Ire- 
land, a  daughter  of  James  Lee,  and  a  family  of  seven 
children  has  come  of  this  union,  of  whom  four  are 
now  living:  James,  Alary  E..  Annie  and  1-llizabeth. 
In  his  political  relations  Mr.  Ward  is  a  stanch  Dcm- 


I  ocrat  and  takes  a  keen  interest  in  the  questions  of 
the  day.     True  to  the   faith  of  his  fathers,  he  has 

,  continued  his  membership  in  the  Church  of  Rome 
and  is  identified  with  Sacred  Heart  Catholic  Church. 

:  In  all  the  relations  of  life  he  has  been  found  honest 
and    upright,    ever    seeking    to    do   that    which    he 

!  thought  was  right.    He  is  temperate  in  all  his  habits 

!  and  has  never  tasted  intoxicating  liquor.  He  has 
found  that  success  is  the  reward  of  honest  effort, 

j  and  in  his  work  he  has  been  enabled  to  accumulate 

1  considerable  property  in  Xew  Haven.  He  built  his 
home  at  Xo.  395  Colunxbus  avenue  and  has  occu- 
pied same  ever  since. 

CHARLES  B.  WOOSTER,  a  leading  con- 
tractor and  builder  at  Ansonia,  is  a  representative  of 
the  best  element  in  business  life,  his  fine  presence 
and  sympathetic  nature  giving  pleasure  even  in  a 
chance  greeting,  while  a  well-stored  mind  makes  his 
conversation  of  rare  interest.  While  he  has  been 
very  successful  in  business,  he  has  always  found 
time  for  participation  in  local  affairs  and  has  been 
especially  prominent  in  fraternity  work.  He  was 
born  July  2,  1844,  in  Oxford,  this  county,  a  son  of 
Daniel  and  Caroline  (Bassett)  Wooster. 

Daniel  Wooster,  who  was  a  farmer  bv  occupa- 
tion, was  born  and  reared  in  Derby,  this  county, 
but  made  his  pemianent  home  in  Oxford,  where  he 
owned  a  large  fann.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat, 
but  he  did  not  seek  official  honors,  and  for  manv 
years  he  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three,  while 
his  estimable  wife  died  aged  forty-four.  They  had 
four  children,  as  follows:  John,  a  resident  of  Sev- 
mour;  Alary,  who  married  first  James  F.  Carley,  of 
Oxford,  and  later  Stiles  Loveland,  of  Xewtown ; 
Charles  B.,  our  subject:  and  Harriet,  wife  of  Tohn 
Hawkins,  of  Oxford.  The  mother  was  a  native  of 
Great  Hill,  Seymour,  this  coimty,  where  her  an- 
cestors settled  at  an  early  day.  Her  father,  Isaac 
Bassett,  was  a  sea  captain  for  some  years,  but  passed 
his  last  days  in  retirement  at  Seymour,  his  death 
occurring  at  the  age  of  eightv-eight,  and  her  mother 
Betsy,  reared  a  large  family  and  died  aged  seventh- 
five  years. 

Charles  B.  Wooster  was  trained  to  farm  work 
in  his  youth,  and  received  a  common-school  educa- 
tion only.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  began  working 
at  the  masons'  trade,  which  he  followed  in  dififercnt 
towns  in  this  section  for  about  five  years,  when  he 
eng^aged  in  business  for  himself  at  Ansonia.  For 
some  time  his  business  included  contracts  in  various 
places,  but  later  his  work  in  Ansonia  justified  him  in 
restricting  his  operations  to  that  locality.  The 
business  having  been  established  in  1873,  he  is  now 
one  of  the  oldest  mason  contractors  in  the  toum. 
He  has  built  many  of  the  best  buildings  there,  in- 
cluding the  Elm  street  school,  and  has  made  a  spec- 
ialty of  constructing  dams.  He  has  also  dealt  ex- 
tensively in  real  estate,  buying  the  land  for  the  pur- 
pose of  builcHng  houses  for  sale,  and  a  number  of 
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dwellings  near  his  own  attractive  residence,  at  No. 
263  Wakelee  Ave.,  were  thus  placed  in  the  market. 
His  contracts  are  for  wootl,  stone,  or  any  other 
buildiniT  material,  and  at  times  he  has  from  twentv- 
five  to  hft}'  men  employed. 

On  Oct.  25,  1871,  'Slv.  Wooster  married  Miss 
Henrietta  Struckman,  a  native  of  Derby,  and  daugh- 
ter of  Conrad  Struckman,  a  copper  refiner,  whose 
last  years  were  spent  in  Ansonia.  She  was  the  only 
child  by  his  first  wife,  Henrietta  Hubbell,  but  he  had 
three  children  by  a  second  marriage.  Our  subject 
has  one  son,  Dwight,  a  mason  buikler  in  Ansonia, 
who  married  }iliss  Alice  Pope,  an'd  has  had  three 
children,  Earle  and  Wynola,  deceased,  and  Homer, 
who  survives. 

jNlr.  \\'ooster  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has 
served  one  term  as  selectman,  and  two  years  as 
deputy  judge  of  the  city  court.  He  and  his  family 
attend  Emmanuel  Church,  at  Ansonia,  and  he  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  belonging  to 
George  Washington  Lodge,  Xo.  82,  F.  &  A.  AI. ; 
Mt.  Vernon  Chapter.  Xo.  35  ;  Union  Council,  X'o. 
27,  of  Derby ;  X^ew  Haven  Commanderv,  X'o.  2.  K. 
T..  at  X'ew^  Haven  ;  and  Pyramid  Temple,  at  Bridge- 
port. He  also  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias; 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  X'augatuck  Lodge  and  Hope  En- 
campment, at  Ansonia;  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  of  which 
he  is  a  charter  member;  and  he  assisted  in  organiz- 
ing in  Ansonia  the  Independent  Order  of  Red  ]\Ien. 
the  Order  of  American  ^lechanics,  and  the  Order  of 
Eastern  Star.  He  takes  special  interest  in  the  work 
of  the  Knights  of  Pvthias,  with  which  he  united 
March  i,  1880,  and  has  contributed  liberally  to  vari- 
ous projects  for  the  good  of  the  order.  }ilany  of 
the  ofBces  in  the  local  lodge  have  been  held  by  him. 
and  he  is  prominent  in  the  work  of  the  Lniform 
Rank, — C.  B.  Wooster  Co.,  of  Derby,  having  been 
named  in  his  honor.  For  some  time  he  was  treas- 
urer of  the  Loifomi  Rank,  but  he  is  now  serving 
on  the  Brigade  statt,  and  his  excellent  business  judg- 
ment has  made  him  a  valued  worker  in  the  Endow- 
ment Rank,  rvlrs.  Wooster  is  a  memlwr  of  the 
Eastern  Star,  the  Rebekahs,  and  the  Relief  Corps. 

HON.  JAMES  D.  AIcGAUGHEY,  M.  D.,  who 
for  nearly  a  third  of  a  century  has  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Wallingford,  of 
which  town  he  is  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  and 
physicians,  descends  in  an  honorable  lineage  from 
an  historic  familv,  members -of  which  were  con- 
spicuous in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  and  in  the  an- 
nals of  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

Dr.  McGaughc}-  was  born  Aug.  6,  1848,  at 
Greeneville,  Tenn.,  son  of  Samuel  and  Caroline  A. 
(  Burkhart)  AIcGaughey,  and  a  descendant  on  his 
father's  side  of  Scotch-irish  parentage,  being  in  the 
fifth  generation  from  William  McGaughey,  who 
marricfl  Elizabeth  Lackey,  and  came  from  Scotland 
t<J  this  country  before  the  war  of  the  Revolution 
and  lived  for  a  time  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
whence  they  moved  to  Holston,  near  Abincrdon,  \'a., 
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but  later  and  some  time  after  the  Revolution  set- 
tled in  Greene  county,  Tenn.  From  there  they 
moved  to  Boyd's  Creek  in  East  Tennessee,  where 
the  wife  died  in  1804.  The  husband  then  removed 
to  Middle  Tennessee  and  died  aljout  18 10,  near 
Duck  River.  While  living  at  Boyd's  Creek  he 
built  a  stockade,  which  was  known  in  the  early  his- 
torv  of  Tennessee  as  McGaughey 's  Station  (See 
Ramsey's  Annals  of  Tennessee).  Of  the  ancestor.s 
of  this  couple  little  is  known,  but  it  is  believed  that 
thcv  were  Scotch-Irish  Presbyterians. 

(II)  Capt.  Samuel  AIcGaughey,  son  of  William,, 
was  born  in  York  county.  Penn.,  July  15,  1763,  and 
was  nine  years  old  when  his  father  removed  to  Hol- 
ston (at  that  time  Washington  county,  Va.).     "In 
177S  the  Indians  made  war  upon  the  settlement,  and 
his  father  was  called  to  serve,  but  the  son  took  his 
father's  place,  as  his  substitute,  and  served  through-  j 
out  the  Revolutionarv  war.     He  was  under  Capt. 
James  Montgomery  in  March,  177Q,  in  the  expedi- 
tion commanded  by  Col.  Evan  Shelby,  against  the 
Chickamauga   Indians.     In    1779   he   served   under 
Capt.  John  AIcKee,  also  in  a  movement  against  the- 
Indians,  as  a  mounted  rifleman.     In  1780  he  was  in 
Capt.  Andrew  Cowan's  company,  under  Col.  Isaac 
Shelbv,  all  being  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Chas. 
McDowell,  and  marched  into  South  Carolina.     He 
was  in  the  engagements  on  the  Tiger  River  and  on 
the  Pocatelle.     At  the  battle' of  King's  Mountain  he 
was  in  Capt.  John  Pemberton's  company,  one  of  the 
900  selected  in  Col.  Shelby's  regiment.     In  1781  he 
commanded  a  company  under  Gen.  Marion  in  CoL 
John  Sevier's  regiment,  and  was  with  Marion  at  the 
battle  of  Eutaw  Springs. 

The  foregoing  account  of  Capt.  McGaughey 's. 
service  is  of  record  in  L'nited  States  Pension  Office- 
and  from  his  own  statements,  and  the  family  ances- 
tral history  in  this  sketch  is  from  a  written  record! 
that  he  left.  This  record  further  tells  us  that  he- 
had  been  on  fourteen  different  expeditions  after  the 
Indians,  and'  in  a  personal  encounter  with  one.  on 
the  Tennessee  river,  killed  him  with  a  corn  knife. 
He  was  a  very  swift  runner.  After  the  war  Capt. 
McGaughey  was  appointed  territorial  sheriff  of  his- 
county,  by  John  Sevier,  and  was  with  Sevier  and' 
against  Tipton,  in  the  contest  for  the  State  of  Frank- 
lin, which  existed  about  four  years.  He  also- 
served  as  one  of  the  commissioners  to  lay  off  the 
county  site  of  Sevier  county.  His  home  was  on  a 
beautiful  farm,  a  mile  east  of  McGaughey 's  Station. 
He  married  Jane  Laughlin.  and  they  had  a  family  of 
eleven  children — five  sons  and  si.x  daughters.  Capt. 
McGaughey  and  his  family  helped  found  the  old 
Urbanna  Church,  in  the  upper  end  of  Blount  coun- 
ty, Tenn.,  their  minister  being  Rev.  Gideon  Black- 
burn, the  great  western  orator.  Capt.  McGaughey 
died  in  1845,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1848.  Mrs. 
Jane  (I^aughlin)  McGaughey  was  a  daughter  of 
John  Laughlin,  who  with  his  wife  came  from  Ire- 
land. ]slr.  Laughlin  was  a  weaver  of  celebrity  in 
his  day,  and  his  wife  kept  a  large  dairy  at  their 
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home  some  twelve  miles  from  Abino^don,  Va.  They 
were  stanch  Presbyterians,  and  strongly  supported 
the  Revolution. 

(III)  Major  John  IMcGaughcy,  son  of  Capt. 
Samuel,  was  born  in  Greene  county.  East  Tennessee, 
July  12,  1792.  He  married  Jane  Robinson,  whose 
father,  as  an  associate  of  John  Sevier,  assisted  in 
organizing-  the  first  government  of  Tennessee.  She 
was  born  in  Greene  county.  East  Tennessee,  Jan.  29, 
1792.  Major  AIcGaughey  was  a  clear-headed,  even- 
tempered  man,  but  had  a  fearless  disposition.  He 
served  in  many  public  capacities  and  was  one  of 
the  commissioners  to  treat  with  the  Indians  before 
their  removal  from  Tennessee  and  he  served  as  a 
soldier  under  Gen.  Andrew  Jackson  in  his  Indian 
campaigns  in  Alabama  and  ^lississippi.  He  was  a 
delegate,'  representing  Greene,  Sevier,  Cocke,  Mun- 
roe,  Blount  and  McMinn  counties,  to  the  convention 
to  revise  the  constitution  of  1796,  under  which  the 
State  was  first  governed.  Under  the  provisions 
of  that  constitution  free  persons  of  color  were  al- 
lowed to  vote.  This  right  was  taken  away  in  the 
new  constitution.  Major  McGaughey  ottered  an 
iimendment  to  restore  it,  but  the  proposition  was 
voted  down,  thus  doing  away  with  free  colored  suf- 
frage. Although  being  the  owner  of  a  very  large 
farm  he  would  never  be  the  owner  of  slaves  and 
hired  all  his  work  done  by  the  day.  He  also  served 
in  both  branches  of  the  State  Legislature  a  number 
of  times.  He  took  a  great  interest  in  the  building 
of  the  E.  T.  &  \"a.  R.  R.,  from  Bristol  to  Knoxville, 
now  part  of  the  Southern  Railroad,  using  all  his 
means  to  that  end,  and  was  a  director  of  the  com- 
pany at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war.  In  that 
struggle  he  maintained  his  character  as  a  Jack'sonian 
Democrat  and  stood  out  straight  for  the  Union  dur- 
ing the  terrible  political  excitement  in  East  Ten- 
nessee in  the  first  two  years  of  the  war.  He  died 
at  the  old  homestead  May  20,  1874,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-two  years.  His  wife  died  Jan.  12, 
1S64,  and  the  remains  of  both  rest  side  by  side  at 
!Mt.   Bethel,  near  Greeneville.  Tennessee. 

(IV)  Samuel  McGaughey.  son  of  Major  John, 
and  the  father  of  Dr.  James  D.  McGaughey,  of 
Waliingford,  was  born  May  31,  1816,  on  his  father's 
farm  near  the  Xolachuckey  river.  He  was  a  mer- 
chant, both  retail  and  wholesale,  and  w^as  also  largely 
engaged  in  a  commission  business.  He  was  a  broad- 
minded,  liberal,  Christian  gentleman  whose  integrity 
was  of  the  highest  order.  A  man  of  intellect  and 
unusually  great  business  capacity,  he  did  an  exten- 
sive business  and  accumulated  means  which,  how- 
ever, the  Civil  war  wiped  out.  After  the  restoration 
of  peace  he  began  anew  with  increased  energ}-  and 
was  rapidly  regaining  his  lost  fortune  when  he 
suffered  a  terrible  fall  which  produced  concussion 
of  the  brain,  from  which  he  died  in  ten  days,  his 
death  occurring  at  his  home  in  Greeneville,  Tenn.. 
Feb.  25,  1870.  For  many  years  he  was  a  deacon  of 
the  First  Presbvterian  Church.     He  was  generous 


and  sympathetic  to  the  poor  and  took  great  pleas- 
ure in  his  gifts  to  them  and  all  worthy  objects. 

In  early  life  Samuel  McGaughey  was  married  to 
Aliss  Caroline  A.  Burkhart,  born  March  4,  1821,  at 
I'aperville,  East  Tenn.,  daughter  of  George  and 
Elizabeth  (Castle)  Burkhart  (originally  spelled 
Burkhardt  but  abridged  by  this  George). 

The  Burkhart  family  was  of  (jerman  origin. 
Peter  Burkhart,  the  first  of  the  family  in  this  coun- 
try, came  from  Germany  before  the  war  of  the  Rev- 
olution and  settled  in  Frederick  county,  Md.,  where 
George  Burkhart,  mentioned  above,  was  lx)rn  Sept. 
30-  1775-  He  married  (first)  Sept.  8,  1794,  Hannah 
Hedge,  who  bore  him  five  children  and  died  in  1801, 
and  he  married  (second)  Jan.  7,  1805,  Elizabeth 
Castle  and  the  union  was  blessed  with  twelve  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Caroline  A.  (Burkhart)  ^McGaughey 
was  the  eleventh  child  in  order  of  birth.  Elizabeth 
(Castle)  Burkhart  was  of  English  descent,  born 
Nov.  25,  1779,  near  Frederick  City,  Md.,  then  called 
Frederick  Town,  where  she  was  reared.  Her  death 
occurred  July  14,  1855,  at  Paperville,  East  Tennes- 
see; George  Burkhart  died  June  29,  1852,  at  the 
same  place.  This  couple  had  settled  in  that  section 
of  Tennessee  in  1806,  when  the  husband  built  a 
paper  mill,  in  which  was  made  the  first  paper  manu- 
factured in  the  State,  and  for  which  he  received  a 
premium  of  fifty  dollars.  From  this  mill  the  loca- 
tion became  known  as  Paperville,  a  hamlet  four 
miles  east  from  Bristol.  Of  this  Burkhart  family 
one  .member  only — ].  W.  Burkhart — of  Ruthton, 
Sullivan  Co.,  Tenn.,  survives.  He  has  preserved  the 
family  record. 

To  the  marriage  of  Samuel  McGaughey  and  Car- 
oline A.  Burkhart  were  born  eleven  children,  six 
sons  and  two  daughters  surviving  the  mother,  whose 
death  occurred  Jan.  27,  1886,  at  Atlanta,  Ga.  All  of 
the  surviving  children,  except  Dr.  IMcGaughey,  of 
Waliingford,  Conn.,  reside  in  the  South.  The 
mother  of  this  family  was  a  woman  of  great  piety 
and  worth,  and  her  lovable  disposition  won  the  es- 
teem of  all  who  knew  her.  She  was  an  earnest,  con- 
sistent member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
ever  greatly  interested  in  its  welfare.  She  reared 
all  her  children  to  become  useful  and  honorable 
citizens. 

James  D.  McGaughey,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
notice,  received  his  first  instruction  in  school  in  1854 
in  a  small  boys'  department  in  a  youne  ladies  sem- 
inarv  at  Greeneville,  presided  over  by  Mrs.  Valen- 
tine Sevier,  a  daughter  of  Deacon  Lyman  Cannon, 
of  Waliingford,  Conn.  Following  this  he  attended 
Greeneville  College,  the  oldest  institution  of  learning 
in  the  State.  Much  of  the  school  period  of  his  life 
v.-as  during  the  trying  scenes  of  the  Civil  war  and 
it  was  greatly  interrupted  thereby,  and  his  education 
was  received  under  difficulties.  At  this  time  the 
Third  Georgia  Battalion  of  Confederate  troops  was 
quartered  in  the  town  to  intimidate  the  inhabitants, 
two-thirds   of   whom   were   Unionists.     This   com- 
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luand  took  the  college  for  a  smallpox  hospital  and 
(iostroved  one  of  the  most  valuable  libraries  in  the 
State  and  all  the  apparatus  belonging  to  the  insti- 
tution. Driven  from  college  but  determined  to  pur- 
>ue  his  studies,  young  AIcGaughey  entered  a  private 
school,  which  was  also  disbanded  on  account  of  hos- 
tihties  in  that  section.    He  next  received  instruction 
under  the  private  tutorship  of  Robert  McCorkle,  one 
of  the  most  thoroughly  educated  men  in  the  State. 
Some  days  he  could  not  reach  the  house  of  his  tutor 
on  account  of  the  guerrilla  warfare  in  the  streets 
and   the   fear  of   being   pressed    into   the    Confed- 
erate service  by  these  lawless  men.     By  persever- 
ance,  however,   he   continued   his    studies   through 
those  perilous  times  and  until  he  entered  Jefferson 
]Medical  College  at  Philadelphia  in  1866.     He  was 
graduated  with  all  the  honors  of  a  full-fledged  ]M. 
D.  from  that  institution  in  1870.  returning  to  East 
Tennessee  where  for  a  year  he  practiced  his  profes- 
sion.    In   1872  the  Doctor  located  permanently  in 
Wallingford,  Conn.,  where  his  life  and  citizenship 
"have  been  such  as  to  command  the  respect  and  es- 
teem of  his  fellow  townsmen,  and  to  win  for  him  a 
place  among  the  foremost  professional  men  and  citi- 
zens of  the  town.  He  has  been  industrious,  very  act- 
ive professionally  and  a  useful  member  of  church 
?.nd  society,  a  gentleman  in  every  way  worthy  of  his 
lionorable  lineage.     He  has  built  up  a  large   and 
lucrative  practice,  has  occupied  honorable  stations 
in  the  profession  in  which  he  stands  high,  and  also 
m  town  affairs.    He  is  the  medical  examiner  for  the 
town  of  Wallingford  and  post  surgeon  for  exemption 
from  military  taxes.    He  is  also  examining  surgeon 
for  a  number  of  boards  and  insurance  companies.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  American  ^Medical  Association, 
the  State  Medical  Society,  and  of  the  Xew  Haven 
County  Medical   Society,   in   which  he  has  always 
taken  an  active  interest.     He  is  a  contributor  of 
papers  to  current  medical  periodicals.     Fraternallv 
he  belongs  to  the  K.  of  P. ;  Accanant  Lodge,  I.  O. 
O.  F. ;  Compass  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  AL,  at  Wallingford  ; 
and  he  is  vice-president  of  the  State  Board  of  the 
State  ]\Iasonic  Home.    In  1880  he  was  a  representa- 
tive from  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature  and 
took  part  in  the  debate  on  the  final  settlement  of  the 
boundary  line  between  New  York  and  Connecticut, 
which   had   been    in   dispute    for   upwards   of   two 
hundred  years.     He  was  register  of  vital  statistics 
for  nine  years. 

On  June  8,  1871,  Dr.  McGaughey  was  married 
to  Sarah  V.,  daughter  of  Burdett  and  Juliett  (Merri- 
man)  Cannon,  and  granddaughter  of  Deacon  Ly- 
man and  Sally  Cannon,  all  of  Wallingford  and  of 
sturdy  New  England  stock.  To  the  Etoctor  and  his 
wife  have  been  bom  five  children,  of  whom  two 
flaughters  and  one  son  survive,  the  others,  a  son 
and  daughter,  dying  in  infancy.  Carrie  Vene,  born 
Feb.  4,  1876,  married  June  7.  1899,  Henry  L.  T^Ior- 
ris.  son  of  Dennis  Morris,  of  Wallingford  :  Jidict 
Daisy,  Iwrn  Oct.  25,  1879;  James  David,  Jr..  born 
May    15,    1882,    is   attending   Lawrenceville    (New 


Jersey)  School  for  Boys  and  is  directing  his  ambi- 
tion towards  a  medical  career;  Annie,  born  Aug.  25J 
1872,  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  months;  and  "SanH 
uel,  a  twin  of  James  D.,  Jr.,  died  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  months. 


HON.  EDWARD  E.  BRADLEY.  For  upward 
of  two  and  a  half  centuries  the  ancestors  of  our  sub- 
ject have  been  associated  with  New  Haven's  his- 
tory, and  for  fifty  years  past  several  of  the  name, 
notably  Isaac  Bradley  and  sons,  William  H.  and 
Edward  E.,  in  turn  have  been  largely  identified  with 
the  manufacture  of  coaches,  carriages  and  carriage 
wheels  of  all  kinds — an  industry  that  has  given  New 
Haven  note  and  fame  throughout  the  world  as  a 
carriage  center  and  home  of  a  superior  made  ve- 
hicle. 

Edward  E.  Bradley,  president  of  the  New  Eng- 
land Dairy  Corporation,  and  for  many  years  one  oi 
the  city's  prominent  public  men  and  leading  citizens 
was  born  Jan.  5,  1845,  in  ^'^ew  Haven,  a  city  whicl 
has  been  the  scene  of  his  active,  busy  and  successfu 
career  and  one  in  which  he  has  been  highly  honorec 
by  his  fellow  men.     Mr.  Bradley  is  the  son  of  Isaac 
and  Abigail  Knowles    (Hervey)    Bradley,  the  for-i 
mer  for  years  a  carriage  manufacturer  in  New  Ha- 
ven who  engaged  in  business  first  on  the  corner  of 
Church   and   Wall   streets   and   later   on   Trumbull 
street,  near  State,  until  1854,  in  which  year  he  re- 
moved to  a  farm  in  West  Haven,  upon  which  he  re- 
sided  until    his    death,    in    November,    1858,   when 
nearly    sixty-four    years    of    age.      ]Mrs.   Bradley 
passed  away  in  January,  1891,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-nine  years.     She  was  a  great-granddaugh- 
ter of  Rev.  Dr.  Dibblee,  a  noted  missionary  of  the; 
Church  of  England  to  New  York  and  Connecticut 
a  centur\-  and  a  half  ago.  I 

The  emigrant  ancestor  of  this  branch  of  the! 
Bradley  family  was  Captain  William  Bradley,  whol 
took  the  oath  of  allegiance  in  New  Haven  in  1644,! 
being  therefore  among  the  very  early  settlers  ofi 
New  Haven.  William  Bradley  was  one  of  several! 
of  a  family  which  tradition,  confirmed  by  careful  1 
research,  tells  us  descended  from  a  family  in  thej 
market  town  of  Bingley,  on  the  River  Aire,  in  the! 
West  of  Yorkshire,  England.  The  emigrants,  six 
or  seven  in  number,  were  all  Cromwell  men  and 
stanch  Dissenters. 

Edward  E.   Bradley  attended  the  old   Lancas- 
terian  public  school  in   New  Haven  and  later  the 
public  school  and  Brown's  Academy  in  West  Ha- 
ven, and  for  one  year,  1859,  Robbin's  Commercial 
School  in  New  Haven.    In  April,  i860,  he  began  his 
business  career  as  shipping  clerk  in  the  New  Ha- 
ven Wheel  Company's  works.     Several  months  later 
he  was  made  the  bookkeeper  of  the  same,  sustaining 
!  such  relations  until  1865.     He  resigned  his  position 
i  in  that  year  to  accept  one  with  Lawrence,  Bradley 
I  &  Pardee,  then  considered  one  of  the  largest  and 
I  best   carriage   manufacturing  firms    in    the   L'nited 
!  States.     He  remained  with  this  concern  for  a  short 
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time  only,  leaving  it  to  go  into  the  hardware  house 
of  John  English  &  Co.,  but  remained  only  a  few- 
months  when,  owing  to  failing  health  from  over- 
work, he  dropped  out  of  business  for  three  months 
rest.  On  recovering  his  health,  he  in  1S65  again  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Xew  Haven  Wheel  Com- 
pany, the  outline  of  the  history  of  which  is  here 
given  from  the  fact  that  r\Ir.  Cradlcy  has  played  so 
conspicuous  a  part  in  its  affairs  for  so  long  a  time. 
The  business  of  this  company  was  started  in  1845  ^y 
Henry   Stow   and   finally   through   several   changes 

•  became,  in  1853.  a  corporation  under  the  name  of 
the  New  Haven  Wheel  Company  with  a  capital  of 
$60,000.  The  business  for  some  years  was  not  very 
flourishing,  owing  mainly  to  a  prejudice  against 
machine  made  wheels,  as  they  were  then  called  in 
contradistinction  to  hand  made ;  then  came  the  panic 
of  1857,  and  later  the  Civil  war,  so  that  until  the 

,  close  of  the  latter  the  affairs  of  the  companv  were 
not  such  as  its  promoters  had  anticipated.     In  1865- 

■  66  the  stock  of  the  company  was  bought  in  by  \\\\\- 
iam  H.  and  Edward  E.  Bradley,  William  and  Henry 
G.  Lewis  and  Frederick  Ives,  new  buildings  were 
erected  and  the  business  greatly  enlarged,  with  the 
result  that  from  a  small  beginning,  perhaps  a  dozen 
sets  of  wheels  per  week  in  1845,  ^i^y  in  1853,  and 
one  hundred  in  1865,  the  capacity  of  the  concern  ran 

.  vip  to  three  hundred  sets  per  week  in  1874.  In  Sep- 
tember of  that  year  the  greater  parts  of  the  works 
were  destroyed  by  fire,  entailing  a  great  loss,  but 
such  was  the  enterprise  of  the  company  that  within 
a  few  months  still  larger  works  were  erected,  and 
its  capacity  again  increased  until  it  ranked  for  many 
years  as  the  largest  in  its  line  in  Xew  England.  The 
works  occupied  a  frontage  of  over  four  hundred  feet 
on  York,  Grove  and  Ashmun  streets. 

In  1866  Edward  E.  Bradley  was  made  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  company,  succeeding  Henry  G. 
Lewis,   who   was   chosen   president.      ]\Ir.    Bradley 

i    most  efficiently  filled  such  positions  until  1887  when. 

I    on  July  I,  he  was  elected  president  and  remained 

■  '  in  that  pnasition  until   i8g8  when,  his  old  partners 

having  all  deceased,  he  desired  to  enter  into  other 
and  dift'erent  business  relations,  and  accordingly  he 
closed  out  the  business  and  retired  from  wheel  man- 
ufacturing. He  has  been  president  of  the  Boston 
Buckboard  and  Carriap-e  Co.,  one  of  Xew  Haven's 
fine  carriage  making  establ'shments.  since  1886.  He 
was  also  president  for  a  number  of  years  of  the 
Charles  W.  Scranton  Co.,  of  Xew  Haven,  investment 
brokers,  and  of  the  X'ews  Publishing  Co.,  of  X'ev.' 
Haven,  publishers  of  the  Daily  Morning  Xczi's.  He 
v/as  a  director  and  the  treasurer  of  the  Fort  Bascom 
Cattle  Raising  Co..  and  is  now  a  director  and  treas- 
urer of  its  successor,  the  Red  River  \'alley  Co., 
which  owns  a  ranch  of  718.000  acres  of  land  with 
a  herd  of  30,000  head  of  cattle,  in  X'ew  ^lexico;  is 
a  director  in  the  X'ew  Haven  County  Xational 
Bank ;  for  upwards  of  twenty  years  was  a  member 
of  the  Connecticut  Local  Board  of  the  X'ew  York 
Life  Insurance  Company,  retiring  from  that  board 


Jan.  I,  1902;  president  and  member  of  the  Execu- 
tive committee  of  the  Xew  Haven  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce ;  director  of  the  Xew  Haven  Colony  Histori- 
cal Society  and  vice-president  and  a  director  of  the 
Young  :\len's  Institute  of  Xew  Haven.  Mr.  Brad- 
ley is  actively  engaged  at  present  as  the  president, 
of  the  Xew  England  Dairy  Corporation,  capitalized 
^^  ?i75.ooo,  and  engaged  in  the  business  of  distrib- 
uting from  their  main  establishment  on  Hazel  street, 
milk,  cream,  butter  and  other  dairy  products  tO' 
the  citizens  of  X'ew  Haven.  They  also  have  a 
branch  house  on  Connnerce  street,  where  they  man- 
ufacture ice  cream,  ices,  frozen  puddings,  mousse., 
etc.,  in  a  large  way,  also  fancy  cakes  from  small 
macaroons  and  lady  fingers  up  to  large  decorated 
wedding  loaves.  The  business  is  an  extensive  and 
important  one,  requiring  the  services  of  a  number 
of  exi>erts  and  a  large  force  of  workmen. 

Mr.  Bradley  has  been  prominent  in  military  af- 
fairs both  in  city  and  State.  In  1861  he  joined  the 
famous  military  companv  known  as  the  Xew  Ha- 
ven Grays  and  rapidly  rose  through  all  the  grades 
of  command  to  the  captaincy  in  1865,  and  held  the 
same  until  June,  18G8.  when  he  was  chosen  lieuten- 
ant colonel  of  the  Second  Connecticut  Regiment,, 
and  in  1869  was  made  its  colonel.  He  was  devoted 
and  faithful  in  his  various  militarv  positions,  ami 
especially  efficient  in  devising  legal  measures  for 
the  general  improvement  of  the  State  ^^lilitary 
service,  fostering  and  maintaining  the  excellent  mil- 
itary spirit  that  remained  after  the  Civil  war.  While 
in  command  Col.  Bradley,  under  the  orders  of  Ad- 
jutant General  Merwin,  was  engaged  in  the  capture. 
April  30,  1870.  of  a  gang  of  X'ew  York  roughs  who- 
had  come  to  Charles  Island  in  the  town  of  Alilford 
to  hold  a  prize  fight.  The  gang  numbered  some 
one  hundred  strong  and  the  adroit  manner  in  which 
they  were  captured  reflected  great  credit  upon  the 
ready  tactics  of  Col.  Bradley  and  his  officers  and 
men,  all  of  whom  were  the  subjects  of  favorable 
comment  by  the  press  of  the  day.  After  ten  years 
of  service,  owing  to  pressure  of  business  upon  his 
time.  Col.  Bradley  resigned  the  colonelcy  of  the 
regiment.  During  these  years  Col.  Bradley  was  the 
recipient  of  many  testimonials  of  esteem  from  the 
men  of  his  command  and  frequent  ovations  were- 
tendered  him  on  interesting  occasions  by  the  various 
associations  with  which  he  was  connected.  Col. 
Bradley  served  as  paymaster-general  in  1877-78- 
under  Gov.  Hubbard,  ranking  as  a  brigadier-gen- 
eral, and  by  his  promptness  in  the  performance  of  his 
duty,  gave  great  satisfaction  to  the  soldiery  of  the 
State.  In  1884  the  General  took  an  active  and  effi- 
cient part  in  the  ordering  of  the  exercises  at  the  Cen- 
tennial celebration  of  the  city  of  X'ew  Haven,  held 
July  3  and  4.  and  commanded,  as  one  of  the  officer? 
of  the  day.  the  Fourth  Division,  which  included  the 
Governor  of  the  State  and  his  staff".  In  1893  he- 
was  appointed  Adjutant-General  of  the  State,  with 
rank  of  brigadier-general,  on  the  staff  of  Gov.  Luzon 
.  B.  Morris  and  served  ably  and  acceptably  in  that. 
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— tlie  liiq-hcst  military  posiiion  in  tlie  State — until 
the  end  of  Gov.  Morris'  administration. 

Gen.  Bradley,  when  a  resident  of  the  Borough 
of  West  Haven,  from  1876  to  1S86,  served  as  a 
nieniher  of  its  board  of  burgesses  and  also  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Union  School  District  committee  of  the 
town  of  Orange  for  several  years.  He  has  been 
twice  elected  a  member  of  the  State  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, in  1882  and  1S83.  and  his  popularity 
-was  here  shown  froin  the  fact  that  the  town  was  a 
Republican  stronghold,  no  Democrat  having  been 
•elected  for  nearly  a  generation  previous.  In  the 
Lower  House  he  served  on  the  conmiittee  en  Banks 
and  as  House  chairman  of  the  joint  standing  com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Bridges,  also  as  clerk  of  joint 
committee  on  Cities  and  Boroughs.  He  introduced 
the  biennial  session  amendment  to  the  State  Con- 
stitution, which  is  now  a  part  of  the  fundamental 
law  of  the  State,  and  ably  advocated  its  first  adoption 
"before  the  House.  He  was  also  prominent  in  the 
debates  on  matters  in  general,  and  especially  on 
those  reported  from  his  committees  and  on  legis- 
lation regarding  the  shell  fisheries  of  the  coast 
towns.  He  presided  over  the  House  at  the  closing 
liours  of  the  session  of  1883  and  was  chosen  to 
make  the  farewell  address  to  the  Speaker,  which 
lie  did  in  a  graceful)  and  eloquent  manner.  In 
1886  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  State  Senate 
and  bore  a  leading  part  in  that  body,  being  especially 
active  in  legislation  regarding  education  and  sani- 
tary laws.  As  chairman  of  the  joint  select  committee 
en  New  Counties  and  County  Seats  he  was  promi- 
nently engaged  in  the  most  exciting  controversy  of 
the  session — the  struggle  between  Bridgeport  and 
Xorwalk  for  the  possession  of  the  county  seat  of 
Fairfield  countv.  His  argimients  in  that  matter 
Avere  successful  in  securing  the  adoption  by  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  report  of  his  committee  in  favor  of 
Bridgeport. 

For  more  than  a  decade  preceding  Jan.  i,  1902, 
Gen.  Bradley  was  one  of  the  New  Haven  public  park 
commissioners,  a  board  which  has  charge  of  the 
city's  splendid  park  svstem.  He  was  the  Demo- 
cratic candidate  for  lieutenant-governor  in  18S6. 
and  though  he  had  about  2,000  more  votes  than  his 
leading  opponent,  yet  was  debarred  from  taking 
the  office  by  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  which  re- 
ciuires  a  majority  over  all  opposing  candidates.  He 
Avas  also  the  candidate  of  the  Gold  Democrats  of 
Xew  Haven  for  mayor  in  1896,  but  was  defeated 
because  the  party  split  on  the  gold  and  silver 
question,  though  he  ran  1,600  votes  ahead  of  his 
ticket. 

Gen.  Bradley's  religious  connections  are  with 
St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church  at  Xew  Haven,  of 
which  for  many  years  he  has  been  a  vestryman.  He 
is  a  director  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  Connecti- 
cut and  a  trustee  of  the  Episcopal  Academy  of  Con- 
necticut, at  Cheshire,  founded  in  1794.  In  all  the 
varied  positions  which  Tien.  Bradley  has  held,  manv 
requiring  ability  and  tact,  he  has  sliown  high  execu- 


tive ability  and  skill,  and  as  a  man  in  contact  with 
men  has  gained  a  wide  popularity.  Starting  out 
for  himself  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  with  no  capital  but 
brains,  energy  and  good  health  he  has  made  a  de- 
served success  and  won  a  position  in  the  front  rank 
of  the  progressive  men  of  Xew  England. 

On  April  26,  1871,  Gen.  Bradley  was  married  to 
Mary  Elizabeth,  only  child  of  Mary  (Jones)  and 
the  late  Xathaniel  Kimberly,  of  West  Haven,  and 
their  three  children  are :  Edith  ^lary,  Bertha  Kim- 
berly and  !Mabel  Louise. 

FREDERICK  PERRY  OWEX,  the  efficient 
bookkeeper  at  the  Connecticut  School  for  Boys,  lo- 
cated in  }^Ieriden.  was  born  in  Buxton,  York  Co  , 
[Maine,  July  ]8,  1859,  the  family  being  a  well-known 
one  in  that  great  State. 

John  Owen  came  to  this  country  from  England, 
and  in  1770  married  Sarah  Bradbury,  who  lx)re  him 
five  children,  namely :  Abigail,  Betsey,  William, 
Elijah  and  John,  Jr.  John  Owen  served  through 
one  winter's  campaign  in  Xew  York  during  the 
war  of  the  Revolution. 

John  Owen.  Jr..  was  born  in  Buxton.  Elaine, 
June  9,  1789.  He  married  ]May  26,  1816,  Ruth  Hill, 
daughter  of  Daniel  Hill,  an  ensign  in  the  Revolu- 
tion under  his  brother,  Capt.  Jeremiah  Hill,  of 
Biddeford,  Maine.  John  Owen,  Jr.,  died  March  3, 
1868,  and  his  wife,  Ruth,  passed  awav  Xov.  18, 
1859. 

Melville  C.  Owen,  son  of  John,  Jr.,  was  born 
X'ov.  8,  1832,  in  York  Co.,  Maine,  where  he  is  a 
farmer  of  prominence  and  a  large  land  holder.  In 
his  locality  he  has  been  selectman,  is  a  stanch  ad- 
herent of  the  Republican  party  and  a  leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church.  He  married  Martha 
W.  Davis,  daughter  of  Simeon  Davis,  who  has  been 
a  most  estimable  wife  and  mother,  beloved  in  her 
family  and  neighborhood.  Their  children  are  :  Os- 
car, who  resides  in  Boston,  Mass. ;  Frederick  P.,  of 
Meriden,  Conn.;  Lincoln,  a  resident  of  Boston;  and 
]\Iary  Louise,  who  married  Frederick  Sanborn,  of 
Standish.  Maine.  In  the  Davis  line  Thomas  Davis 
was  an  early  settler  of  Buxton,  and  he  served  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution.  Simeon  Davis,  his  son, 
and  the  father  of  IMartha  W.  Davis,  \vas  born  in 
Buxton  Mav  31,  1790.  and  married  Jane  McLellan, 
daughter  of  William,  a  Revolutionarv  soldier,  and 
granddaughter  of  James  and  Abagail  IMcLellan. 
Abagail  was  a  daughter  of  Sir  Hugh  McLellan  and 
his  wife,  Elizabeth,  earlv  settlers  of  Gorham,  IMaine, 
and  thev  were  of  Scotch-Irish  blood :  he  was  a  car- 
penter and  made  himself  so  useful  on  shipboard  that 
his  passage  monev  was  returned  to  him. 

Frederick  Perry  Owen  grew  up  on  a  farm,  in  his 
boyhood  attending  the  district  schools  of  his  locality, 
graduating  later  from  the  Western  Xormal  School, 
at  Gorham,  Maine,  in  the  spring  class  of  1880.  For 
two  vears  he  taught  school  in  his  own  localitv.  and 
in  1S82  accepted  the  position  of  overseer  at  the  Re- 
form School  at  Cape  Elizabeth  where  he  remained 
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two  years,  coming  to  Meridcn.  Conn.,  and  entering 
upon  his  duties  as  supervisor  of  the  North  Division 
in  the  Connecticut  School  for  Boys  in  January,  1884.   1 
After  filling  this  position  five  years  he  became  su-   I 
pervisor  of  Cottage  D  for  a  period  of  ten  years.    1 
After  fifteen  years  of  faithful  performance  of  the   | 
duties  assigned  him  Mr.  Owen  was  appointed  book-   i 
keeper  of  the  institution  and  these  duties  also  have    , 
been  performed  with  efficiency  and  to  the  satisfac-   : 
tion  of  the  trustees.     He  has  proved  a  valuable  as-   | 
sistant  to  the  superintendent  and  continues  to  give   ' 
the   same  careful,   patient   attention    to   all   details   i 
which  has  marked  him  ever  since  his  first  connection 
with  this  State  institution. 

Mr.  Owen  was  married  in  1886  to  Emily  G. 
Hurd,  a  most  estimable  lady  who,  as  assistant  ma- 
tron in  the  school,  attends  to  a  very  important 
branch  of  the  work.  Mrs.  Owen  is  a  faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  and  both  she 
and  her  husband  are  highly  esteemed  in  social  life. 
In  politics  ^Ir.  Owen  is  a  Republican  and  is  an 
excellent  representative  citizen. 

FRIEND  E.  BROOKS.  Even  as  America  is 
distinctively  the  homie  of  the  typically  self-made 
man,  so  is  it  the  glory  of  the  nation  that  here  are 
afforded  the  opportunities  which  enable  one  to  so 
profit  by  his  own  industry  and  powers  as  to  attain 
a  success  worthy  of  the  name. 

Among  the  native  sons  of  Connecticut  who  have 
been  the  architects  of  their  own  fortunes,  and  whose 
business  careers  have  been  characterized  by  the  high- 
est iTitegritv  and  honor,  is  Mr.  Brooks,  who  is  one 
of  the  representative  citizens  of  New  Haven,  where 
he  is  engaged  lin  the  men"s  furnishings  and  fur  busi- 
ness at  Nos.  791-795  Chapel  street,  having  an  estab- 
lishment of  distinctively  metropolitan  equipment  and 
accessories,  and  a  trade  of  representative  order.    For 
more  than  three  decades  ^Ir.  Brooks  has  been  iden- 
tified with  the  mercantile  activities  of  New  Haven, 
and  wdthin  this  period  he  has  become  well  known 
and  has  gained  unqualified  confidence  and  esteem 
as  one  whose  straightforward  course  and  observance 
of  the  highest  ethics  of  commercial  life  have  made 
him  a  worthy  factor  in  the  community.     He  is  a 
man  of  keen  diiscrimination  and  sound  judgment, 
and  his  excellent  management  and  sound  judgment 
have  brought  to  his  mercantile  enterprise  a  marked 
degree  of  success.     The  safely  conservative  policy 
which  he  inaugurated  at  the  inception  of  the  business 
commends  itself  to  the  jud.gment  of  all  patrons  and 
has  made  the  volume  of  business  transacted  one  of 
importance  and  no  slight  magnitude.     In  any  work 
purporting  to  touch  upon   the  hves  and   deeds  of 
those  who  stand  among  the  leading  business  men 
of  the  fair  city  of  New  Haven  it  is  consonant  that 
definite  consideration  be  accorded  to  the  gentleman 
I    whose  name  initiates  this  review,  for  he  conducts 
the  leading  enterprise  in  his  line  in  that  city  and 
richly  merits  the  prestige  which  he  has  attained. 
]         Like  many  of  the  most  successful  business  men 


of  the  nation,   Mr.   Brooks  was  reared  under  the 
sturdy  and  invigorating  disciphne  of  the  farm,  where 
he  waxed  strong  in  both  mental  and  physical  vigor, 
contributing  his  (juota  to  its  work  and  imbiliing  co- 
pious draughts   from  the  springs  of  inde{,>endonce 
and  activity  which  are  always  accessible  to  those 
who  thus  live  close  to  nature's  heart.     Here  also 
were  formed  the  habits  of  industr}-  and  oonserucive 
application  and  that  high  regard  for  the  dignity  of 
honest  endeavor,  which  have  been  dominating  char- 
acteristics in  his  career,  while  the  varied  occupations 
of  his  more  youthful  years  proved  a  valuable  experi- 
ence.    Air.  Brooks  was  bom  Nov.  3,  1840,  at  Beth- 
any, Conn.,  son  of  Isaac  Richard  Brooks,  who  was 
born    in    the    Nutmeg   State,  son  of    Isaac    Brooks, 
who  was  also    bom  in    Connecticut ;    father    and 
grandfather  were  farmers  by  vocation.     Among  the 
children  of  Isaac  Brooks,  were  the  following:  Mary, 
wife  of   George    Aldrich,   of    Waterbury,     Conn.  ; 
Sarah,  wife  of  Eben   Hoadly,  of  the  same  place : 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  John   Mullings,  also  of  Water- 
bury;  Cynthia,  wife  of  George  Osbom,  of  Beacon 
Falls;  and  Isaac  Richard,  the  father  of  our  subject. 
Ihe  last  mentioned   married   Miss   Laura  Baldwin 
and  thev  became  the  parents  of  two  sons.  Edwin  A. 
and  Friend  L.    Edwin  A.  Brooks  died  in  Ne.v  Ha- 
ven   in    1890.      His    ])oliteness    and    courtesy    to    a 
wealthy  lady  when  a  young  man  were  so  appreci- 
ated by  her  Lhat  he  was  enabled  to  engage  in  busi- 
ness in  New  Haven  under  favorable  circumstances 
and  he  became  one  of  the  city's  successful  and  hon- 
ored merchants.     At  the  time  when  the  integrity  of 
the  nation  was  menaced  by  armed  rebellion  he  went 
to  the  front  as  a  valiant  soldier  of  the  Union  army 
and  madie  an  enviable  military  record.     The  father 
of  our  subject  passed  away  in   1848  and  was  in- 
terred in  the  Pines  Bridge  cemetery  at  Seymour, 
Conn.     His  wife,  who  survives  at  the  age  of  sev- 
entv-six  years,  resides  in  New  Haven. 
I         Friend  E.  Brooks,  to  whom  this  review  is  dedi- 
j  cated,  vvras  but  two  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  hii 
:  lather's    death,    and   thereafter   he    remained    with 
his  mother  until  he  attained  the  age  of  fourteen, 
i  His    early    scholastic    advantages    were    meager    in 
I  scope,  benig  principally  such  as  were  aftorded  in  the 
i  district  schools  in  the  vicinity  of  his   farm  home, 
i  As  a  boy    he    lived  in    different    towns,  Durham. 
!  Cheshire',  Ansonia  and  others,  and  in  each  of  these  " 

he  also  attended  school   in  a  somewhat  desultory 
,  way,  while  the  only  institution  of  higher  leaming 
!  where  he  pursued  his  studies    was    the    Cheshire 
i  Academv.    .\t  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  left  home 
and  went  to  Wallingford  where  he  secured  work  on 
a  farm,  his  original  rennmeration  consisting  of  his 
board   and  clothing,   with  the    privilege    of    three 
months'  schooling  in  the  year.     Of  this  period  he 
utilized    in   the   pursuit   of   his   education   only   ten 
davs.     He  was  of  an  exceedingly  modest  and  re- 
tiring  disposition,   reticent   almost  to  the   point  of 
hashfulness,  and  thus  he  cndurerl  so  much  discom- 
fort in  the  school  room  that  after  the  ten  days  he 
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indicated  his  preference  for  staying-  at  home  and 
chopping  wood  in  jiiace  of  attending-  school,  doubt- 
less to  the  satisfaction  of  his  employer.  Later  he 
entered  the  emi)loy  of  his  uncle,  Ebcn  Hoadly,  who 
held  a  contract  for  the  delivering  of  barytes  from 
the  mines  in  Cheshire  to  the  railway  depot ;  this 
mineral  was  in  that  period  largely  and  profitablv 
produced  in  that  section  of  th.e  State.  Still  later  he 
was  employed  I)y  Andrew  Bradley,  of  the  same  town, 
receiving  his  board  ami  schooling  for  doing  chores 
and  he  also  worke<l  for  his  uncle,  Thomas  Crooks, 
who  was  one  of  the  prominent  business  men  of 
Cheshire  in  the  early  days.  Subsequently  he  en- 
tered upon  an  apprenticeship  at  the  kegmaker"s 
trade  in  Cheshire,  this  industry  being  at  that  time 
one  of  no  little  scope  and  imix)rtance  in  that  town, 
wihere  many  thousand  kegs  were  annually  produced 
and  were  used  by  the  shippers  of  oysters.  Tlius  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  youth  early  learned  the  lessons 
of  consecutiive  application  and  that  his  experiences 
were  along  divers  lines.  He  had  also  worked  in  a 
clock  shop  in  Ansonia ;  had  been  emplo\-ed  in  an 
establishment  where  were  turned  out  the  old-time 
hoopskirts  then,  in  the  early  sixties,  in  demand  by 
every  woman  of  any  social  pretensions :  and  he  was 
thus  ever  ready  to  take  advantage  of  any  opportunity 
which  presented  itself  and  to  make  the  best  possi- 
ble use  of  his  time.  While  attending  school  he  em- 
ployed his  leisure  time  in  trapping,  in  which  line 
he  was  exceptionally  successful,  often  earning  very 
substantial  sums  from  his  operations.  While  still 
a  young  man  he  also  served  as  a  clerk  in  the  gen- 
eral merchandise  establishment  of  E.  R.  Brown,  of 
Cheshire. 

The  year  1868  marked  the  advent  of  Mr.  Brooks 
in  the  city  of  Xew  Haven,  and  here  he  secured  a 
clerkship  in  the  mercantile  establishment  of  the  firm 
of  Crofut  &  Co.,  whose  headquarters  were  what  is 
now  the  west  half  of  his  own  finely  equipped  busi- 
ness place.  His  brother,  Edwin  A.  Brooks,  was  at 
that  time  the  silent  member  of  the  firm,  and  there 
our  subject  was  retained  in  a  clerical  capacity  for 
the  period  of  three  vears,  when  his  brother  severed 
his  connection  with  the  business  and  the  brothers  be- 
came associated  in  the  same  line  of  enterprise  in  a 
different  location.  This  alliance  continued  about 
five  years.  For  the  past  quarter  of  a  century  our 
subject  has  been  located  at  his  present  headquarters, 
where  for  seven  years  he  had  as  a  business  coad- 
jutor, Samuel  A.  Stevens,  while  since  1886  he  has 
conducted  the  business  individually  under  his  own 
name.  In  1899  he  added  to  his  headquarters  the 
store  at  Xo.  791,  adjoining  his  fonner  place  in 
Chapel  street,  and  in  the  new  section  installed  his 
fur  department,  which  proves  a  valuable  and  well 
patronized  complement  to  his  men's  furnishing  store, 
which  has  gained  the  highest  reputation  in  the  long 
years  during  which  he  has  conducted  business  in 
that  line.  The  two  stores  are  connected  by  an  arch- 
way and  in  every  respect  the  establishment  is  metro- 
politan, having  a  large  and  select  stock  and  catering 


to  a  most  discriminating  patronage,  firmly  held  by 
reason  of  many  years  of  honorable  and  courteous 
deahng. 

The  position  which  Air.  Brooks  holds  in  thej 
business  community  is  in  a  measure  indicated  by  the| 
fact  that  he  retains  membership  in  the  Chamber  of  | 
Commerce  and  the  Business  Men's  Association,! 
while  fraternally  lie  is  identified  with  Hiram  Lodge, 
No.  I,  F.  &  A.  A[.,  the  Union  League  and  the  Pe-- 
quot  Clubs.  Mindful  of  the  duties  of  citizenship, 
he  exercises  his  franchise  in  support  of  men  and 
measures,  maintaining  an  independent  attitude 
rather  than  being  guided. by  strict  partisan  lines. 
He  has  never  sought  or  desired  the  honors  or 
emoluments  of  public  ofiice,  being  essentially  a  busi- 
ness man  and'  believing  that  his  legitimate  line  of 
enterprise  is  worthy  of  his  undivided  attention.  .\s 
a  result,  in  connection  with  his  unvarying  courtesy 
and  honorable  dealing,  he  has  built  up  a  large  and 
profitable  business  and  an  enviable  reputation  for 
commercial  integrity,  his' standing  in  the  commun- 
ity being  indicated  by  the  uniform  confidence  and 
esteem  in  which  he  is  held  as  one  of  its  pioneer  busi- 
ness men.  His' success  is  the  natural  sequel  of  his' 
own  efforts  and  entitles  him  to  a  foremost  position: 
anibng  the  self-made  men  of  Xew  Haven.  ! 

In  1 89 1  Mr.  Brooks  completed  his  fine  residence 
at  X^o.  591  Whitney  avenue,  where  he  has  since 
maintained  his  home  and  where  a  gracious  hospital- 
itv  is  extended  to  the  wide  circle  of  friends  gained 
during  his  long  residence  in  the  city.  Signally  true 
and  steadfast  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  he  richlv 
merits  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is  held  in  X^ew 
Haven,  and  the  biographer  may  review  his  career 
with  a  feeling  of  distinct  respect  and!  satisfaction.      , 

On  Sept.  6,  1877,  ^^i"-  Brooks  was  united  inj 
marriage  with  Miss  Jennie  Allen,  of  Xew  Ilyven. 
3  native  of  Xorthampton,  Mass.,  and  daughter  of 
W^iliiam  B.  Allen.  Of  this  union  two  children  have 
been  born,  Alice  L.  and  Harold  A.,  both  of  whom 
are  attending  school  at  the  time  of  this  writing.  Mr. 
Brooks  is  a  communicant  of  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal Church,  as  is  also  his  wife,  and  he  is  at  the  pres- 
ent time  a  member  of  the  vestry  of  St.  Paul's 
Church,  whose  parish  is  one  of  the  important  ones 
of  the'  city.  He  is  a  man  of  broad  Christian  tol- 
erance and  charity,  mindful  of  the  springs  of  human 
thought  and  action,  and  not  passing  undue  judg- 
m.ent  on  his  fellow  men  of  "all  sorts  and  conditions." 
This  epitome  of  -his  career  will  be  perused  with 
pleasure  bv  those  who  know  him  and  have  cogni- 
zance of  his  worthy  and  upright  career. 

JOHX  H.  PLATT.  In  these  days  of  lavisii 
expenditure  and  beautiful  furnishings  the  estab- 
lishment of  well-appointed  apartments  for  the  dis- 
plav  and  sale  of  high  class  interior  decorations  has 
become  a  necessity  and  in  this  line  the  city  of  Xew 
Haven  takes  a  front  rank.  Among  those  win 
through  exquisite  taste  and  excellent  judgment  have 
become  leaders  in  the  trade  mentioned  is  John  H. 
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Piatt,  whose  beautifully  arranged  and  completely 
stocked  store,  at  Xo.  90  Orange  street,  supplies  every 
reasonable  demand.  There  may  be  found  the  rar- 
est and  most  expensive  of  Oriental  or  other  decora- 
tions and  also  those  which  come  within  the  reach  of 
-a  moderate  income. 

John  H.  Piatt  was  born  in  Prospect.  Conn.,  Dec. 
I,  1842,  a  son  of  Henrv  P.  and  Rebecca  (Nichols) 
Piatt,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  son  of  Capt.  Ben- 
jamin Piatt. 

Capit.  Benjamin  Piatt  was  born  in  Milford. 
Conn.,  but  later  moved  to  Prospect  and  located  on 
a  farm,  becoming  also -a  drover.  Taking  a  great 
interest  in  military  affairs  he  was  made  the  captain 
of  a  militia  company  and  was  well-known  all 
through  the  State.  He  married  Xancy  Bristol,  who 
was  born  in  Mil  ford.  Conn.,  and  she  was  a  most 
excellent  wife  and  the  devoted  mother  of  a  familv 
of  ten  children  :  Benjamin,  who  long  was  connected 
as  a  centractor  with  the  Seth  Thomas  Clock  Co.,  of 
Thomaston,  Conn.;  Henry  P.:  Harris,  who  was  a 
farnTer,  lived  and  died  in  Prospect :  William  R., 
^ho  lived  and  died  in  Waterbury :  John  R.,  who  is 
a  farmer  in  Prospect,  Conn. :  Adelia,  who  married 
Luther  Morse;  ^lary.  who  married  a  ]Mr.  Clark; 
Nancy,  who  married  !M.  Kelsey:  Jane,  unmarried: 
and  Augusta,  who  first  married  Henry  Stevens  and 
■second  a  Mr.  Hall.  Capt.  Piatt  was  prominent  in 
political  life,  held  manv  of  the  local  offices  and 
served  in  the  State  Legislature.  In  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  he  was  also  conspicuous,  taking  an 
active  part  in  all  charitable  enterprises  and  liberally 
contributing  to  its  support. 

Henry  P.  Piatt,  a  sen  of  Capt.  Piatt,  and  the 
father  of  John  H.  Piatt,  of  Xew^  Haven,  lived  all 
his  life  in  Prospect,  Conn.,  where  he  was  a  carpen- 
ter and  joiner,  a  most  worthy  citizen  and  estimable 
and  upright  man.  He  married  Rebecca  Xichols.  of 
Waterbury,  Conn.,  who  was  born  in  \\'aterbury  and 
died  in  Prospect.  Their  children  were:  Benjamin, 
v/ho  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years ;  Caroline,  who 
lived  until  her  thirteenth  year:  and  John  H.  Mr. 
Piatt  was  a  stanch  ^\'hi2■  in  his  earlier  years,  later 
becoming  an  active  Republican  and  he  served  the 
town  as  deputy  sheriff'  for  many  years.  The  family 
all  belonged  to  the  Congregational  Church. 

Growing  up  in  his  native  town  of  Prospect,  John 
H.  Piatt  was  a  school  boy  of  eighteen  years  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  The  stirring  events  of 
l86r  awakened  in  his  voung  breast  the  fires  of  pa- 
triotism and  he  became  one  of  the  soldiers  sent  from 
his  village,  enlisting  in  Co.  A,  20th  Conn.  V.  L,  and 
serving  until  the  close  of  the  war,  taking  part  in  the 
battles  of  Chancellorsville.  Fredericksburg.  Gettys- 
burg, and  after  being  transferred  to  the  Western 
Division  went  with  the  army  of  Gen.  Sherman  on 
his  memorable  journey  to  the  sea.  A  wound  that 
he  received  at  Bentonville,  X.  C.  still  troubled  him 
and  kept  him  in  Prospect  for  the  year  succeeding 
the  close  of  the  struggle,  but  by  i8/^>6  his  injured  arm 
had   recovered  sufficientlv  to  enable   him  to  make 


use  of  it  and  he  came  to  X"ew  Haven  to  engage  in 
business.  Here  he  has  remained  ever  since,  having 
been  identified  with  the  same  line  of  business  during 
all  these  years.  For  fourteen  years  he  was  con- 
nected with  F.  A.  Gilbert,  a  merchant  dealing  in  in- 
terior decorations,  since  which  time  he  has  conducted 
a  similar  business  in  his  own  interest,  having  now 
the  most  elaborate  and  costly  display  of  goods  of 
any  house  in  the  city,  catering  particularly  to  a 
wealthy  and  cultured,  as  well  as  to  a  traveled  pat- 
ronage. P"ew  houses  in  X'ew  England  aft'ord  better 
facilities  in  the  line  of  interior  decorations,  includ- 
ing paper,  rugs,  tapestries  and  bric-a-brac  from 
every  land. 

John  H.  Piatt  was  first  married  in  1875,  liis 
bride  being  Miss  Mary  ^funson,  a  native  of  Ham- 
den,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Munson,  a  well- 
k-nown  resident  of  that  locality.  Her  death  took 
place  in  1879.  Jf"  1883  Mr.  Piatt  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Mettie  H.  Bishop,  who  was  born  in 
this  city,  the  daughter  of  ^lerritt  Bishop,  of  X'^ew 
Haven.  X^o  children  have  been  born  to  ^NTr.  Piatt. 
In  spite  of  absorbing  business  interests  Mr.  Piatt 
has  found  time  to  show  interest  in  public  affairs, 
filling  the  position  of  police  commissioner  for  three 
years,  during  which  time  many  municipal  reforms 
were  instituted.  An  active  member  of  the  Republi- 
can party  he  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  Union 
League  and  the  Republican  Club  and  exerts  con- 
siderable influence  in  political  circles.  Fraternally 
he  is  a  popular  member  of  the  Ouinnipiac  and  the 
Ansantawae  Clubs,  the  Country  Club,  the  Forest 
and  Stream  Club,  and  X'ew^  Haven  Commandery, 
Knights  Templar,  while  in  the  Commercial  Club  he 
has  most  efficiently  served  on  the  committee  for  the 
promoting  of  new  industries.  In  religious  connec- 
tions ^Ir.  Piatt  is  a  member  and  one  of  the  vestry- 
men of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  of  this  city. 

CHARLES  ALOXZO  KING,  superintendent  of 
the  gun  and  machine  shops  of  Parker  Brothers, 
Aleriden,  is  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  highly 
respected  residents  of  that  city.  Flis  birth  occurred 
in  Franklin,  New  London  Co..  Conn..  Feb.  10,  1837, 
and  he  comes  from  one  of  the  old  families  which 
was  established  in  this  State  long  prior  to  the  Rev- 
olutionary war. 

Samuel  King  and  his  wife,  Mary,  appear  to  have 
been  the  first  of  the  name  recorded  in  Mansfield, 
Conn.  Their  children  were  bom  there  and  the 
printed  records  show  that  James  was  born  March 
20,  1748;  Samuel,  March  22,  1751  ;  and  Ruth,  Nov. 

9,  1753- 

James  King,  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary,  was  mar- 
ried X^ov.  25,  1779,  to  Irene  Jennings,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  Mansfield  records  their  children  were: 
Alpheus,  born  April  2,  1781;  Jehiel,  Dec.  8,  1783; 
Irene.  Feb.  13,  1786;  and  James,  Aug.  12,  1788. 

Jehiel  King,  son  of  James,  was  married  X'ov.' 
15,  1804,  to  Zerviah  Dunham. 

Jehiel   Dunham   King,   son  of  Jehiel   and   Zer- 
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viah,  was  born  Oct.  9,  1805,  and,  his  father  dying- 
v/hen  ho  was  an  infanit,  he  was  reared  to  manhood  'in 
the  home  of  an  uncle,  assisting  in  the  farm  work, 
and  remaininpf  there  until  his  marriag-e.  Then  he 
removed  to  New  London  county,  locating  first  at 
I'Yanklin,  where  he  followed  farming,  and  later  rc- 
nwving  to  Norwich,  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  dying  there  April  25,  1882.  Few  men 
followed  the  teachings  of  the  Golden  Rule  more 
successfully  than  did  Air.  King.  All  iiis  life  an  in- 
dustrious man  he  tried  to  live  up  to  the  highest 
ideals  of  citizen,  liusband  and  father.  .  In  political 
belief  he  adhered  to  the  Jettersonian  principles  of 
Democracy. 

On  Feb.  11,  1827,  Air.  King  married  Emmeline 
Eliza  Jennings,  who  was  born  in  Alanstield,  Conn., 
daug'hter  of  Asahel  and  Pllmmeline  (Parsons)  Jen- 
nings, the  latter  a  daughter  of  Jesse  Parsons,  a 
soldier  in  the  Patriot  amiy  during  the  Revolutionary 
war.  Nine  children  were  born  to  Air.  and  Mrs. 
King,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Alary  Eliza 
married  George  \A'.  Symonds,  of  Blast  liartford. 
Asahel  A.  is  now  living  at  Alystic.  Conn.  Nancy 
married  George  W'ilber,  now  a  resident  of  Shelton, 
Conn.  Alanha  D.  (deceased)  married  John  L. 
Wilbur,  of  New  Haven.  Charles  Alonzo  is  our 
subject.  Newell  D.  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war 
for  three  years,  serving  in  the  21st  Conn.  V.  I. 
William  Wallace  was  also  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war, 
serving  four  and  one-half  years  in  the  13th  Conn. 
V.  I.  Emmeline  J.  married  Aiillcn  Shumway,  of 
Aliddlefield,  Conn.  Tiie  beloved  mother  ot  this 
family  died  in  June,  1874,  in  Springfield,  Alass.,  and 
was  buried  in  Indian  Hill  cemetery,  at  Aiiddletown, 
Conn.  She  was  a  good.  Christian  woman.  Kind  and 
svmpathetic,  devoted  to  her  family  and  a  valued 
member  of  the  Alethodist  Church. 

Charles  A.  King,  of  Aleriden.  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm  and  attended  the  district  schools  of  his 
native  localitv  up  to  the  age  of  eight  years,  at  which 
time  his  parents  removed  to  Fitchville.  There  he 
also  entered  school,  and  he  subsequently  attended 
at  Norwich  until  his  sixteenth  year,  when  he  en- 
tered the  machine  shop  of  J.  S.  &  S.  J.  Alowry,  re- 
maining until  he  had  become  a  skilled  machinist. 
^^'hen  the  business  depression  of  1857  fell  on  the 
country  it  affected  Norwich  also,  and  Air.  King  left 
that  town  for  Aiiddletown,  where  he  found  em- 
ployment in  the  sewing  machine  factory  of  Pratt  & 
Johnson.  Later  he  became  connected  with  the 
\\'heeler  &  Wilson  Sewing  Alachine  Co.,  of  Bridge- 
port, Conn.,  remaining  in  that  employ  for  a  short 
time.  In  i860  he  went  back  to  Aiiddletown  and  there 
entered  the  gunniaking  department  of  the  Savage 
Fire  Arms  Co.,  continuing  with  that  concern  until 
1867  when  he  accepted  the  position  of  superintend- 
ent with  the  Smith  &  Wesson  Co.,  manufacturers 
of  pistols,  at  Springfield,  where  he  remained  tmtil 
coming  to  Aleriden,  in  1874.  W'liile  at  Springfield 
he  invented  and  patented  the  automatic  ejector  so 


widely  used  on  revolvers.  This  patent  was  sold 
to  his  employers.  He  also  made  many  improve- 
ments in  the  machinery  for  manufacturing  inter- 
changeable work,  and  the  high  rating  of  the  Smith 
&  Wesson  weapon  is  largely  due  to  his  skill. 

Probably  no  house  in  the  United  States  is  better 
or  more  favorably  known  in  its  line  than  that  of 
Parker  Brothers  and  it  was  as  superintendent  of 
their  gun  and  machine  shops  that  Air.  King  came 
to  Aleriden.  For  the  past  twenty-seven  years  he 
has  been  the  effioienit  incumbent  of  that  position. 
He  is  the  designer  and  patentee  of  the  hammerless 
breech-loading  shot  gun,  now  so  widely  known 
throughout  the  world.  With  from  200  to  300  men 
in  his  charge  Air.  King  has  not  only  satisfactorilv 
performed  the  responsible  duties  of  his  office,  but 
he  has  also  earned  the  confidence  and  affection  of 
both  employers  and  employes.  A  position  of  this 
kind  requires  the  possession  of  attributes  wholly 
apart  from  skill  in  workmanship.  In  these  davs  of 
general  business  discontent  he  has  so  managed  the 
affairs  of  Parker  Brothers  in  his  department  that 
there  has  been  little  friction. 

In  1859  Charles  A.  King  was  married  in  Nor- 
wich to  Frances  Ann  Balch,  who  was  born  in  Nor- 
wich and  died  in  Aiiddletown,  leaving  two  children  : 
Alinnie  F.,  who  married  C.  E.  Gaskell,  of  Alystic, 
Conn. ;  and  Qiarles  Winfield,  who  is  a  bookkeeper 
for  the  H.  Wales  Lines  Co.  The  second  marriage 
of  Air.  King  took  place  in  Springfield,  Alass.,  to 
Adeline  R.  Austin,  a  daughter  of  John  Austin,  of 
Canterbury,  Connecticut,  and  the  children  of 
this  union  are :  Walter  A.  and  Raymond  Earle. 
Tire  former  is  connected  with  the  Parker  gun  w"orks. 
He'  married  Alartha  W.  Landis  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Dorothy  Ehzabeth.  The  younger  son, 
Raymond,  is  a  student  in  the  Aleriden  high  school. 

In  1875  Air.  King  erected  a  fine  residence  in 
King  street,  Aleriden,  designed  and  finished  accord- 
ing to  Airs.  King's  ideas.  It  is  not  only  one  of  the 
most  attractive  homes  in  the  city  but  is  also  one  of 
the  most  hospitable.  The  religious  connection  of  the 
family  is  with  the  Universalist  Church,  Air.  King 
giving  liberallv  and  generously  to  its  support. 

Fraternallv  Air.  King  15  connected  with  St. 
John's  Lodge,  A.  F.  »&  A.  AI.,  and  Washington 
Chapter,  both  of  Aiiddletown.  and  is  also  a  member 
of  St.  Elmo  Commanderv,  No.  9.  K.  T.,  of  Aleriden, 
In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Republican.  During  his 
residence  in  Springfield  he  served  in  the  citv  cf<un- 
cil,  representing  the  Third  Ward.  In  Aleriden  he 
was  for  four  years  an  alderman,  chairman  of  the 
Police  and  Claims  committees,  a  naember  of  the 
Water  committee  and  has  been  president  pro  tern,  of 
the  council,  and  was  appointed  police  commissioner 
by  Alavor  Seeley  in  January,  1902;  he  is  a  trustee 
of  the  Aleriden  Savings  Bank.  Air.  King  is  a  man 
of  intellectual  attainments  and  studies  on  many  sub- 
jects, taking  intense  interest  in  the  advance  of  sci- 
ence. 
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HORACE  B.  PERRY,  long  and  favorably 
known  in  the  mercantile  circles  of  New  Haven,  was 
born  in  Oxford,  Conn.,  Nov.  lo,  1843,  a  son  of 
Capt.  Hemian  A.  Perry.  The  father  was  a  farmer 
and  was  born  in  1807  in  the  house  in  which  he 
died  in  1898. 

Cyrus  Perry,  the  grandfather  of  Horace  B.,  was 
born  in  the  old  home,  a  son  of  Gideon  Perrv,  and 
there  died.     He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 

Capt.  Hemian  A.  Perry  derived  his  title  from 
his  connection  with  the  State  Militia,  and  was  a 
veterinary  surgeon  of  note,  serving  in  that  capacity 
at  Harper's  Ferry  during  the  Civil  war.  Emma  J. 
Swift,  his  wnfe,  was  born  in  Monticello,  Sullivan 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  she  died  in  Oxford,  Conn.,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-four.  The  Swift  family  was  of  Eng- 
lish origin  and  Mrs.  Perry's  father  was  a  joiner  and 
builder.  Three  children  were  born  to  Capt.  and 
Airs.  Perry:  Henry  A.  and  Horace  B.  were  twins; 
and  Frederick.  Henr\-  A.  is  a  resident  of  Water- 
bury,  Conn. ;  and  Frederick,  who  is  a  farmer,  is  now 
living  letired  at  Bethany  Center.  Capt.  Perrv  was 
a  Whig  and  later  a  Republican.  With  his  wife 
he  belonged  to  the  Episcopal  Church. 

■Horace  B.  Perry  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  the 
old  fami  at  Oxford.  Conn.,  where  so  many  of  his 
name  had  been  reared,  and  attended  the  district 
school.  When  he  was  thirteen  years  old  he  was  sent 
.to  Sullivan,  Hancock  Co..  ^vlaine.  to  live  with  an 
uncle  and  attend  school,  where  he  remained  four 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he  came  home  to 
enter  upon  the  active  duties  of  life  and  for  two  or 
three  years  was  employed  as  a  clerk  in  the  store  of 
H.  W.  Randall,  at  Seymour,  Conn.  For  a  year-  he 
was  a  clerk  in  Ansonia  in  a  store  also  belonging  to 
Mr.  Randall:  and  in  1867  he  entered  the  New  Ha- 
ven store  of  Shemian  Smith,  a  noted  center  of  trade 
in  dry  goods  and  carpets.  From  ]\[r.  Smith  he 
went  to  Beacon  Falls,  Conn.,  where  with  a  partner 
he  opened  a  general  store  and  for  five  years  was  in 
business  at  that  point.  Circumstances  seemed  to 
make  it  advisable  that  he  sell  out  at  the  exoiration  of 
that  period  and  buv  from  Sherman  Smith  his  store 
in  New  Haven,  which  he  did.  and  the  move  has 
been  attended  with  the  happiest  results.  For  thirtv 
years  Mr.  Perry  has  been  in  business  at  the  old 
stand,  No.  914  Chapel  street,  dealing  in  carpets,  dra- 
I)eries.  paper  hangings  and  similar  goods,  and  his 
store  has  become  a  landmark  in  the  local  trade. 

,  Mr.  Perry  was  married  July  i,  1868.  to  Sarah 
J.  Beecher.  a  daughter  of  John  Beecher,  and  a  native 
of  Oxford,  Conn.  To  this  union  were  bom  two 
children:  John  B.  and  Harrv  L.  Mr.  Perry  is  a 
Republican  and  has  represented  his  ward  in  the  com- 
mon council  four  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  for  years  has  ser\-ed  in 
the  Governor's  Foot  Guards.  Mr.  Perry  is  a  Mason 
and  belongs  to  New  Haven  Commandcrv.  No.  2.  K. 
T.,  being  also  connected  with  City  Lodge.  No.  36. 
I.  O.  O.  F..  and  the  Red  Men.  In  religion  he  is  as- 
sociated with  the  Episcopal  Church.     Wherever  he 


is  found  he  is  recognized  as  a  true  and  honorable 
man,  of  high  character,  fine  spirit,  genial  disposi- 
tion and  the  most  excellent  motives  and  ambitions. 

EDGAR  J.  PERKINS,  superintendent  of  the 
Charles  Parker  Co.  spoon  shop  on  East  Main  street. 
Meriden,  Conn.,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Meriden 
Nov.  20,  1852,  and  is  a  descendant  of  an  old  and 
highly  respected  ^Massachusetts  family. 

Russell  G.  Perkins,  the  grandfather  of  Edgar 
J.  Perkins,  was  a  native  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  and 
a  son  of  Elisha  Perkins,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war  and  later  a  resident  of  Spring- 
field. Elisha  Perkins  was  one  of  the  heroes  of 
Bunker  Hill  and  after  his  marriage  to  Lois  Newton 
settled  in  Springfield,  where  he  carried  on  a  mill- 
ing business.  Both  husband  and  wife  lived  a  long 
and  happy  domestic  life,  and  when  the  husband"  died 
the  wife,  worn  out  by  anxiety  and  want  of  rest, 
passed  away  on  the  same  day,  and  their  solemn 
burial  was  made  in  one  grave.  Russell  G.  Perkins 
learned  the  milling  trade  from  his  father  and  fol- 
lowed the  same  at  Ludlow,  Mass.,  and  later  at 
Pittstown,  N.  Y.  Still  later  he  removed  to  ^feri- 
den,  Conn.,  and  locating  on  the  Middletown  road. 
went  to  work  in  the  spoon  shop  of  Parker  &  Per- 
kins, his  son  being  the  junior  member  of  the  firm. 
His  death  occurred  in  his  old  home  when  he  was 
aged  seventy-five  and  his  remains  were  inlerrerl  in 
East  cemetery,  ]\Ieriden.  All  his  life  he  was  a  close 
Bible  student,  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  believed  in  the  efficacy  of  daily  prayer,  was 
a  living  exponent  of  the  religion  he  professed  and  in 
v.'hich  he  died.  Russell  G.  Perkins  married  Sally 
Bartlett  and  to  them  were  born  seven  children : 
Russell,  who  became  a  partner  with  Charles  Parker 
in  the  business  of  Parker  &  Perkins  ;  James  Mon- 
roe, deceased  ;  Sarah,  who  married  Jerard  D.  Chase  : 
Electa,  who  married  George  Cook,  deceased  ;  Orson, 
who  lives  near  Eustis.  Fla. :  ]\Iary  Adeline,  who  first 
married  Frederick  C.  Booth  and  second  Dr.  Jerard 
Chase,  her  brother-in-law ;  and  Louise,  at  home. 
The  mother  of  this  family  died  in  ]Meriden,  was 
laid  to  rest  by  the  side  of  her  husband,  she  also  hav- 
ing been  a  most  worthy  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  I\Ir.  Perkins  was  a  ^^  hig  in  his  early  days 
but  later  became  a  Republican. 

James  Monroe  Perkins  was  born  in  Ludlow. 
Mass.,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  removal  to  the  State  of  New 
York.  For  several  years  he  held  a  position  with 
the  New  York  &  Erie  Railroad,  as  engineer  on  the 
Lightning  Express,  but  later  came  to  Meriden  and 
entered  tlie  employ  of  Parker  &  Perkins,  his  brother. 
Russell,  being  one  of  the  partners.  After  a  short 
time  here,  with  several  others,  he  made  trip  to 
Iowa,  and  after  prospecting  a  while,  located  at  what 
is  now  the  thriving  little  city  of  Grinnell.  which  was 
settled  by  J.  B.  Grinnell  in  association  with  several 
other  pfoneers  from  Meriden.  Here  Mr.  Perkin> 
spent  three  years  but  finally  decided  to  return  to 
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tlie  vicinity  of  his  former  home.  When  he  reached 
Mcriden  he  re-entered  the  employ  of  Parker  ^ 
I'crkins,  l>eing  made  assistant  superintendent,  under 
liis  brother,  Russell,  and  he  held  this  place  until  he 
was  made  superintendent,  when  the  partnership  was 
dissolved.  Until  his  death  Mr.  Perkins,  by  faithful 
attention  to  his  duty,  retained  the  confidence  of  the 
<irm,  his  decease  Aug.  2,  1898,  leaving  a  vacancy 
which  was  imn\ediately  j^laced  at  the  disposal  of  his 
son,  Edgar.  He  was  buried  with  his  parents  in 
East  cemetery,  in  Meriden.  Although  not  a  member 
of  any  church  he  lived  up  to  Christian  precepts  and 
was  known  as  an  honorable  man.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  was  a  Republican  in 
his  political  sentiments  but  never  accepted  ofifice. 
The  marriage  of  James  !M.  Perkins  took  place  in 
tlie  State  of  Xew  York,  his  bride  being  Almira  Al- 
len, a  native  of  that  State,  and  the  children  born  to 
this  union  were:  Charles,  who  died  in  1896;  Edgar 
J.,  of  Meriden  ;  and  Harvey,  who  resides  at  Erie, 
Colorado.  Mrs.  Perkins  died  Jan.  i,  1870,  and  she 
was  laid  to  rest  in  East  cemetery.  The  second  mar- 
riage of  James  Monroe  Perkins  was  to  Abbie  Bel- 
den,  of  Meriden,  who  is  still  surviving  and  she  re- 
sides in  West  Hartford. 

The  educational  advantages  afforded  Edgar  J. 
Perkins,  of  Meriden,  were  of  a  limited  nature,  and 
while  still  a  youth  he  faced  the  fact  that  he  must 
carve  out  a  career  for  himself.  This  is  not  always 
the  wor.st  thing  that  can  confront  a  young  man  and 
?t  brought  to  liie  surface  the  energy  and  industry  ol 
Edgar  I'erkins,  which  has  resulted  in  his  efficient 
superintendency  of  this  important  branch  of  the 
great  manufacturing  business  of  the  Charles  Parker 
Company.  His  first  work  was  on  the  neighboring 
farms,  but  later  he  went  as  a  coal  heaver  to  Xew 
York,  Xew  Jersey  and  as  far  south  as  A'irginia.  on 
the  Old  Dominion  steamship  line.  After  drifting 
around  for  several  vears,  gaining  much  experience 
Vv'hich  has  been  of  use  to  him  in  the  management  of 
the  large  force  of  men  under  his  control  in  his  pres- 
ent position,  he  returned  to  Meriden  and  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  started  in  to  learn  the  trade  of  tool 
maker  in  the  spoon  shop  of  which  his  father  was  the 
superintendent.  Later  he  was  employed  as  a  ma- 
chinist by  the  Elm  City  Shirt  Company,  of  Xew 
Haven,  where  he  remained  for  three  years  and  then 
went  back  to  !Meriden,  accepting  a  position  as  fore- 
man of  the  spoon  shop  of  the  Parker  establishment. 
Later  he  entered  the  die-sinking  shop  where  he  con- 
tinued until  the  death  of  his  father,  at  which  time 
lie  was  appointed  to  fill  the  position  he  so  ablv  holds. 
^Ir.  Perkins  has  a  force  of  100  hands  in  charge  and 
I'.as  the  ability  to  manage  both  work  and  men  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  latter,  and  in  the  quantity  and 
tlegree  of  e.xcellence  demanded  by  his  employers  in 
the  former. 

^Ir.  Perkins  was  married  in  Meriden  tc  Miss 
Ellen  ^L  Smith,  a  native  of  this  city,  and  to  them 
were  born  three  children  :  Belle,  who  married  Leon 
Brainerd,  of  Hartford  ;  Daisey,  who  married  George 


Farrow,  of  Mid<lletown,  and  Howard,  who  is  a 
maker  of  tools.  In  1900  Mr.  Perkins  completed  a 
fine  residence  which  is  one  of  the  most  comjiletci 
and  attractive  on  the  ^Middletown  road,  from  plans' 
of  his  own.  a  delightful,  comfortable  and  most  hos-i 
pitable  mansion.  | 

Although  Mr.  Perkins  has  long  been  an  active' 
member  of  the  Republican  party  he  has  sought  no 
political  honors,  his  good  citizenship  being  shown 
in  his  upholding  of  law  and  his  encouraging  of  all 
beneficial  public  enterprises.  Mr.  Perkins  has  served 
as  grand  juror  of  the  town  of  Meriden  and  for 
some  years  was  school  tax  collector  and  was  vtrv 
active  on  the  school  board  under  the  old  district  sys- 
tem, taking  great  interest  in  the  educational  ad- 
vancement of  his  district.  He  is  a  valued  member 
ot  Center  Lodge,  Xo.  97,  A.  F.  &  A.  ■NL,  and  in  his 
religious   views   he   is   liberal. 

j        SAMUEL   DICKIXSOX    OTIS,   M.    D.,   one 
!  of  Meriden's  best  known  medical  practitioners,  was 
I  born  in  old  Saybrook,  Middlesex  Co., Conn.,  Dec.  2"/, 
\  1856,  and  is  a  worthy  representative  of  a  sturdy  an- 
cestry that  dates  back  to  the  early  Colonial  period. 
John   Otis   emigrated   from   England   to   Hing- 
ham,  Mass.,   in    1635,  and  emoved  to  Weymouth. 
Mass.,   where   he   died  in    1657,   aged   seventy-six. 
His  first  wife,  ^largaret,  came  from  England  and 
died  in  Hingham  in  1653.     This  John  Otis  was  the 
ancestor  of  the  Otis  familv  that  first  settled  in  Xew 
London  and  Colchester,  Conn. 
j         There  was  an  Israel  Otis,  born  June  28,  1781, 
!  apparently  of  the  Montville.  Conn.,  family,  who  was 
I  a  descendant  in  the  seventh  generation  from  John 
i  (above),  his  line  being  through  (II)  John,  of  Eng- 
I  land  and  X'ew  England;  (III)  Joseph,  of  ]\Iontville. 
Colchester  and  Salem  (all  in  Connecticut);    (IV) 
,  X'athaniel,  of  Colchester,  Conn. ;  (V)  John  (3),  of 
1  Colchester,   Conn.;    (\T)    X'athaniel    (2),  of   Xew 
London,  Conn.:  and    (VH)    Israel,  born  June  28. 
1781.    Israel  Otis,  grandfather  of  Dr.  Otis,  of  Meri- 
den, was  a  native  of  Lyme,  X'ew  London  county, 
I  where  he  grew  to  manhood  on  a  farm.    He  married 
j  in  his  birthplace,  where  he  followed  farming  for  sev- 
;  eral   years,   and   later   removed   with   his   family   to 
Old   Saybrook,   Middlesex  county,  where  lie  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  days  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  where  he  died.     Pie  was  a  communicant  of  the 
Episcopal   Church  and  politically  was  a  Democrat 
of  the  Jctl'erson  and  Jackson  t\-pe.     He  married  a 
,  }iliss   Babcock,  who  died  in   Cild   Savbrook.     She, 
too.  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Israel  Sabine  Otis,  son  of  Israel  and  the  father 
of  the  genial  Meriden  Doctor,  was  born  in  Lyme, 
Conn.,  removed  to  Old  Savbrook  with  his  parents 
.  and  there  attended  the  public  schools.     He  studied 
for  the   medical   profession   under   the   well-knoun 
,  practitioner.    Dr.     Thomson,    and    later     with     Dr. 
Sperry.     He  began  his  practice  in  Lyme,  his  birth- 
place, where  he  continued  for  four  years,  when  he 
,  moved  for  the  second  time  to  Saybrook  and  started 
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in  the  fish  and  oil  business,  becomincf  a  large  manu- 
facturer of  fish  oil,  also  dealing  extensively  in  fish. 
He  built  up  a  successful  business  and  was  a  well- 
known  business  man,  noted  for  his  upright  character 
and  honest  dealings.  He  was  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  and  died  in  Saybrook  in 
IMarch,  1868.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat.  Israel 
Sabine  Otis  was  married  in  Saybrook  to  Caroline 
Dickinson,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Dickinson.  She 
is  a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  a  worthy  mem- 
ber of  the  Episcopal  Church,  still  making  her  home 
in  Saybrook.  Five  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Otis:  James  E.,  manufacturer  of  oil  in  Tuck- 
erton,  X.  J.:  Josephine,  wife  of  Ely  Spencer;  Lucy 
Caroline,  at  home  ;  Samuel  Dickinson  ;  and  \'irginia, 
at  home. 

Samuel  Dickinson'  Otis  attended  the  district 
school  and  also  a  military  academy  in  Saybrook  and 
was  graduated  from  the  high  school  in  that  town. 
He  had  early  determined  upon  a  professional  career 
and  had  studied  for  some  time  with  that  end  in  view. 
He  began  his  medical  studies  under  Dr.  Grannis,  of 
Saybrook,  and  in  1874  he  entered  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Xew  York,  and  after  a 
three  years'  course  he  was  graduated  in  1877.  His 
first  location  for  the  practice  of  his  profession  was  in 
Kew  Jersey,  where  he  remained  for  a  year  and  a 
half.  In  1878  he  came  to  Meriden  and  for  the  past 
twenty-three  years  he  has  been  kept  busy  with  his 
constantly  growing  practice.  In  spite  of  the  many 
hours  each  day  he  is  obliged  to  give  his  patients 
he  has  managed  to  study  and  keep  well  up  in  his 
profession.  He  is  a  man  of  unassuming  manners, 
a  thoughtful  and  quiet  student,  but  is  very  popular 
and  has  the  respect  of  the  people  of  Meriden.  In 
politics  he  is  independent,  was  elected  to  the  citv 
council  from  the  Second  Ward  in  i88r  and  served 
on  several  committees.  Socially  he  belongs  to  Me- 
ridian Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  St.  Elmo  Coni- 
mandery,  K.  T.  He  is  a  member  of  the  State.  County 
and  City  ]Medical  societies,  and  of  the  American 
Medical  Association.  In  religious  belief  he  follows 
the  faith  of  his  ancestors  and  is  an  attendant  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  as  is  also  his  wife. 

In  1882  Dr.  Otis  was  married,  in  ^leriden.  to 
Mary  Newport,  who  was  born  in  Windsor  Locks, 
a  daughter  of  Edward  C.  and  Caroline  (Norton) 
Newport.  Their  children  are  :  Fessendon  Newport, 
bom  Sept.  19,  1891  ;  and  Israel  Sabine,  born  Feb. 
2,  1895. 

Edward  Charles  Newport,  M.  D.,  was  born 
in  Halle,  Germany,  July  i,  1837,  and  died  Aug.  2, 
1895.  In  paternal  lines  he  was  of  English  descent 
and  in  maternal  lines  his  ancestry  is  traced  back  to 
the  family  of  Martin  Luther.  His  father  an  active 
participant  in  the  Revolutionary  disturbances  in 
Germany  in  1848,  was  obliged  to  emigrate.  Young 
Newport  remained  in  his  native  land  until  his 
twenty-second  year,  when  he,  too,  came  to  America 
and  joined  a  brother  at  Windsor  Locks,  where  he 
found  employment  as  a  cutter  in  the  Medlicott  Mills. 


In  1862  he  became  a  member  of  Company  C,  25th 
Conn.  V.  I.,  and  was  corporal  of  his  company,  was 
later  promoted  to  chief  bugler  of  the  regiment  and 
in  January,  1863,  was  made  brigade  bugler.  He  was 
disabled  in  the  attack  on  Port  Hudson  and  after 
two  months  returned  home.  His  medical  stuflies 
were  pursued  in  the  N^ew  York  Homeopathic  Hos- 
pital College,  from  which  institution  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  1868.  After  a  year  in  California  he  located 
in  Meriden  and  made  that  place  the  scene  of  his 
professional  labors.  He  was  prominent  in  the  civil 
life  of  his  town  and  served  one  term  as  alderman. 
He  also  served  a  temi  as  medical  director  of  the 
State  Encampment  of  the  G.  A.  R. 

Dr.  Newport  was  a  prominent  Mason,  being  7i 
member  of  Apollo  Lodge,  Suffield ;  Meriden  Chap- 
ter, O.  E.  S. :  Keystone  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. ;  Hamilton 
Council,  R.  &  S.  M. :  St.  Elmo  Commanderv,  K. 
T. :  and  Pyramid  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  AL  S.,  of 
Bridgeport.  He  was  enrolled  as  well  in  the  mem- 
bership of  Merriam  Post,  G.  A.  R. ;  Teutonic  Lodge 
I.  O.  O.  F. ;  Montowese  Tribe,  1.  O.  R.  M. ;  Silver 
City  Lodge,  A.  O.  LT.  W. ;  and  the  Meriden  Scientific 
Association.  Dr.  Newport  held  the  office  of  medi- 
cal e.xaminer  for  a  number  of  life  insurance  com- 
panies and  societies. 

JOHN  M.  RICHARDS,  a  leading  citizen  of 
West  Haven,  and  a  representative  of  the  Diamond 
Matdi  Co.,  was  born  Nov.  27,  1834,  near  the  site 
of  his  present  residence. 

John  Richards,  his  grandfather,  and  William 
Richards,  his  father,  both  followed  the  sea  and  were 
captains  of  vessels.  The  father  was  connected  for 
some  time  with  the  trade  to  the  West  Indies,  but 
his  last  years  were  spent  in  West  Haven  and  his 
death  occurred  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  Our 
subject's  mother,  whose  maiden  nam.e  was  Mehet- 
able  Reynolds,  was  born  in  West  Haven  and  died 
there  aged  eighty-two  years.  Of  the  eleven  children 
bom  to  William  and  Alehetable  Richards,  four  are 
living,  as  follows:  Frederick,  who  resides  in  Ohio; 
Henry  H. ;  John  M. :  and  Mrs.  Edson  Doolittle. 

John  M.  Ricliards  was  educated  in  the  West 
Haven  and  Xew  Haven  schools  and  in  early  man- 
hood went  to  N'ew  Haven  wdiere  he  was  employed 
for  some  tinte  as  a  hotel  clerk  and  then  engaged  in 
the  coal  business  in  partnership  with  his  brother, 
Henrv.  Later  he  bought  his  brother's  interest  and 
for  a  time  conducted  the  business  alone,  selling  out 
to  the  New  Haven  Coal  Co.  .\fter  this  he  engaged 
m  the  coast  shipping  business,  owning  several  ves- 
sels. He  built  one  three-masted  schooner  in  the 
vards  in  West  Flaven  that  bore  his  name.  Three 
of  his  vessels  were  wrecked  and  he  then  disposed 
of  his  other  shipping  interests,  subsequently  becom- 
ing connected  with  the  Diamond  Alatch  Co.  as  a 
stockholder  and  representative.  He  has  assisted 
in  buying  up  a  number  of  factories  throughout  the 
countrv-  and  travels  chiefly  in  the  South  and  South- 
west,   his    shrewd    judgment    being   of    recognized 
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value  to  the  company.  In  politics  he  is  a  RepubHcan 
and  in  rehgion  a  CongregationaHst.  He  takes  keen 
interest  in  all  public  movements  and  while  perma- 
nently residing  in  West  Haven  was  prominent  in 
Sunday-school  work  and  served  on  the  committee 
on  pubHc  schools. 

in  i860  Mr.  Richards  married  Miss  Gertrude 
Baldwin  and  five  children  have  blessed  the  union: 
(i)  Lida  G.  married  Edward  F.  Smith,  a  manu- 
facturer of  wire  goods  in  Xew  Haven,  and  has  four 
children — Gertrude,  Marjorie,  Arthur  and  Elisalieth. 
{2)  William  I.,  formerly  in  the  men's  furnishing 
business  in  Xew  Haven,  is  now  representing  (in 
New  York)  Brown,  Durrell  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  hav- 
ing charge  of  their  Southern  and  Western  business. 
(3)  Nettie  B.,  who  resides  in  West  Haven,  married 
Harry  E.  Xettleton,  chief  clerk  to  the  general  su- 
perintendent of  the  Xew  York,  X"ew  Haven  &  Hart- 
ford Railroad,  and  has  two  children,  Vincent  R.  and 
Constance.  (4)  John  Elbert,  for  a  number  of  years 
connected  with  H.  R.  Hatch  &:  Co.,  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and  now  in  the  men's  furnishing  goods  busi- 
ness in  that  city,  married  Mary  Earle,  of  Milwaukee, 
Wis.  (5)  Harry  \'an  Dusen  is  residing  in  West 
Haven  and  takes  charge  of  his  father's  real  estate 
and  other  interests  m  tlie  absence  of  the  latter.  The 
children  were  educated  in  West  Haven  and  X'ew 
Haven,  the  daughters  completing  their  studies  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  X'ew  York  City.  The  family 
holds  a  leading  place  in  tJie  social  life  of  West  Ha- 
ven. The  present  residence,  Hedgehurst,  was  built 
by  Mr;  Richards  in  1868. 

Mrs.  Richards  was  bom  in  X'ew  Haven,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Silas  Irving  Baldwin,  and  granddaughter  of 
Silas  Baldwin.  Her  father,  who  was  bom  in  Wood- 
bridge  in  July,  1801,  was  connected  with  the  shoe 
busiiness  and  resided  in  X'ew  Haven,  but  had  an  ex- 
tensive trade  in  the  South.  At  one  time  he  was  in- 
terested in  the  dry  goods  business  with  a  son  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  but  several  years  before  his  death, 
which  occurred,  in  1881,  he  spent  in  retirement.  His 
wife,  Eliza  (Newton),  was  one  of  the  five  children 
of  Jonah  X'ewton,  a  farmer  in  Woodbridge,  and  his 
wife,  Mary  (Peck),  a  native  of  that  town,  who 
lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  ]Vlrs.  Rich- 
ards' parents  were  members  of  Dr.  Leonard  Bacon's 
Church  in  X'^ew  Haven  and  their  four  children,  of 
whom  she  is  the  only  one  living,  were  all  baptized 
by  him.  Her  brother,  Elbert  Irving  Baldwin,  born 
in  New  Haven,  was  engaged  in  the  dry  goods  busi- 
ness in  X'ew  York,  and  later  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
where  he  became  a  prominent  citizen.  Her  sister, 
Eliza  Newton,  married  Henry  R.  Hatch,  who  was 
at  one  time  in  business  with  Elbert  Irving  Bald- 
win and  is  now  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  H. 
R.  Hatch  &  Co..  of  Cleveland.  Another  brother, 
Adolphus  Kirk,  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years. 

SIGMUXD  BERXSTEIX,  one  of  the  best 
known  citizens  of  Meriden,  and  proprietor  of  the 
immense  clothing  and  men's  furnishing  establish- 


ment, conducted  under  the  firm  name  of  Bauni  & 
Bernstein,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Lissa,  province 
of  Posen,  Prussia,  July  31,  1849,  ^  son  of  Jacob  and 
Jennette  (Baum)  Bernstein. 

Jacob  Bernstein  was  also  a  native  of  Lissa, 
where  he  resided  most  of  his  life.  Being  in  com- 
fortable circumstances,  he  was  enabled  to  give  his 
children  good  educational  advantages.  After  his 
death  his  widow  came  to  America,  settling  in  Jer- 
sey City,  where  she  still  resides  with  a  daughter, 
having  attained  the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  To 
herself  and  husband  were  born  six  children  who 
grew  to  maturity :  Signiund ;  Augusta,  wife  of 
M.  Serge,  of  Jersey  Citv ;  Morris,  a  real  estate  dealer 
in  Xew  York  City;  Isaac,  a  merchant  of  Ithaca,  X'. 
Y. ;  Tina,  who  married  Joseph  Calf,  a  diamond  mer- 
chant of  Jersey  City;  Joseph,  a  clothing  merchant  of 
Jersey  City. 

Xot  only  did  Sigmund  Bernstein  receive  a  good 
common  school  education  in  his  native  language,  but 
he  also  attended  a  preparatory  college  and  was  one 
of  the  primary  teachers.  While  yet  attending  school, 
at  the  age  of  fifteen,  he  entered  a  hardware  store  as 
an  apprentice.     Having  long  possessed  a  strong  de- 
sire to  see  the  X'ew  World  he  left  his  family  and 
friends  in  1864,  embarked  on  a  steamer  for  America, 
finally  locating  at  Haverstraw,  X.  Y.,  where  he  ac- 
cepted a  position   in  the  clothing  store    of    Jacob 
Baum.     Here  he  worked  faithfully  for  seven  years 
and    in    1871    was    taken    into    partnership.       He 
can   well   remember  the   happiness   he   experienced 
when   he   saw  the   firm   name  of   Baum   &   Bern- 
stein   upon    the    door.       This    sign    still    remains, 
although    Air.  Bernstein    long    ago    left    the  town. 
Air.   Baum   being  engaged  in   the  manufacture  of 
brick  Mr.  Bernstein  was  left  in  charge  of  the  store. 
In  September,  1877,  Air.  Bernstein  came  to  Meri- 
den and  purchased  the  establishment  of  Mr.  Morris 
Levy,  clothing  merchant,  and  for  the  past  twenty- 
five  years  he  has  remained  in  the  same  location,  en- 
larging the  business  until  he  now  operates  one  of 
the  largest  clothing  and  men's   furnishing  houses 
in  XeAv  England  and  is  also  extensivelv  engaged  in 
custom  tailoring.    The  firm  name  of  Baum  &  Bern- 
stein still  continues,  although  Mr.  Bernstein  is  the 
sole  proprietor.     Air.  Bernstein  is  one  of  the  most 
liberal  men  in  every  respect  and  believes  in  conduct- 
ing his  business  upon  broad  methods.     He  has  given 
away  thousands  of  dollars  as  prizes  in  guessing  con- 
tests and  other  ingenious  ways  of  advertising.     One 
of  the  most  notable  of  Air.  Bernstein's  advertising 
schemes  was   a   "button   guessing"   contest   with  a 
valuable  prize  awarded  to  the  one  who  guessed  the 
correct  number.     To  give  the  scheme  proper  eclat 
Mr.  Bernstein  gave  a  banquet  at  one  of  the  leading 
hotels  to  which  were  invited  the  mayor  and  the  com- 
mon council,  all  the  town  and  city  officials  and  a 
number  of  State  dignitaries.     Practically  every  one 
who  was  invited  resjwnded  and    letters  of    regret 
were  read  from  U.  S.  Senator  O.  H.  Piatt,  Governor 
Waller   and   other    notables.     The    buttons    were 
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were   suggested, 
mayor,  o^j,^ 


counted  at  the  banquet  by  the  mayor  and  council 
members.  Mr.  Bernstein  was  one  of  the  first  cloth- 
iers to  organize  "Mackintosh  Chibs."  To  show  "the 
boys"  how  such  a  job  should  be  run  he  undertook 
personally  to  sell  the  first  400  tickets  and  executed 
the  contract  inside  of  twenty-four  hours.  The 
unique  method  he  took  to  conduct  the  scheme  gave 
him  very  wide  newspaper  publication  without  a 
great  expenditure. 

In  1897  Mr.  Bernstein  purchased  a  tract  of 
thirty-five  acres,  known  as  the  Holcomt)  place,  and 
offered  a  valuable  prize  to  the  person  suggesting  the 
best  name  for  the  property  and  hundreds  of  names 
Judge  Levi  Coe,  who  was  then 
suggested  the  name  of  Bernstein  Heights, 
which  was  accepted.  In  order  to  encourage  the 
building  up  of  what  has  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most 
iiealthful  spots  in  or  about  Meriden.  he  has  given 
away  over  twenty  lots  and  has  constructed  several 
handsome  residences,  fitted  with  all  modern  con- 
veniences. A  reservoir  with  a  capacity  of  1,500,000 
gallons  has  been  built.  He  laid  out  the  streets  and' 
turned  the  waste  tract  into  a  beautiful  residence  dis- 
trict. He,  with  Mr.  A.  Schmelzer,  also  purchased 
a  tract  of  land  at  Kensington  Heights  and  they  have 
built  several  handsome  residences  in  that  locality. 

In  all  his  undertakings  Mr.  Bernstein  does  noth- 
ing by  halves  and  shows  his  enterprise  on  every 
available  occasion.  One  of  the  first  paving  stones 
laid  in  Meriden  was  presented  by  him  to  Mayor 
Ives  and  put  down  on  ]\Iain  street  opposite  the  Mer- 
iden Journal  office,  engraved  with  his  name  and 
the  date.  When  the  electric  road  was  opened  Mr. 
Bernstein  gave  the  first  trolley  ride  between  Meri- 
den and  Wallingford  to  the  newsboys  and  completed 
their  enjoyment  by  giving  each  little  fellow  a  nice 
box  of  sweetmeats,  showinp-  thus  he  had  not  forgot- 
ten his  own  youth.  His  many  thoughtful  deeds  dem- 
onstrated his  broad-minded,  kind-hearted,  generous 
nature. 

Mr.  Bernstein  has  traveled  widely,  both  in  this 
country  and  abroad.  In  1891  he  spent  the  summer 
in  England,  Germany  and  Austria.  He  made  a 
European  trip  again  in  1897,  bringing  his  aged 
mother  to  this  country  with  him.  This  incident 
illustrates  one  of  his  characteristics.  He  was  the 
oldest  of  six  children  and  when  he  left  his  home 
in  the  Fatherland  in  his  boyhood  days  Mr.  Bernstein 
promised  his  mother  he  would  make  places  across 
the  Atlantic  for  his  brothers  and  sisters  and  for  the 
parents  as  well.  This  pledge,  like  every  one  he  has 
since  made,  he  has  kept.  From  time  to  time  he 
found  an  opening  for  one  brother  after  another  and 
brought  them  to  this  countn-  with  his  earnings.  In 
1897  he  was  preparing  to  bring  the  aged  parents 
across  the  sea  \vhen  a  cablegram  announced  the  sud- 
den death  of  his  father.  In  twelve  days  ?^[r.  Bern- 
stein was  in  the  ancestral  home  arranging  to  bring 
his  mother  back  to  this  country  and  thus  fulfill  the 
pledge  of  his  youth. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  an  independent  Republi- 


can but  the  cares  of  his  business  and  his  many  charit- 
able enterprises  absorb  liis  time  so  that  he  has  none 
to  spare  for  party  matters.  So  genial  a  man  is  of 
necessity  prominent  in  social  circles,  and  he  is  very 
popular  in  various  fraternal  organizations,  among 
which  are  Meridian  Lodge,  No.  jj,  A.  F.  &  A.  'SI. ; 
Keystone  Chapter,  No.  27,  R.  A.  I\I. ;  Hamilton 
Council,  No.  22,  R.  &  S.  M. ;  Pacific  Lodge,  No. 
87,  I.  O.  O.  F. ;  and  Atlantic  Encampment,  No. 
28,  of  the  same  order;  Myrtle  Lodge,  No.  4,  and 
J.  S.  Stokes  Div.,  No.  12,  Uniform  Rank,  Knights 
of  Pythias ;  Pilgrims'  Harbor  Council,  No.  543, 
Royal  Arcanum ;  AnKaranth  and  Cosmopolitan 
Clubs  and  the  Turn  Verein  and  Saengerbund,  of 
]\Ieriden. 

On  Oct.  27,  1878,  in  New  York,  Mr.  Bernstein 
was  married  to  Aliss  Jennie  Bauni,  who  was  born 
in  Seymour,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Baum,  a 
native  of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  and  lo- 
cated in  Haverstraw,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  clothing  business,  being  the  senior  member  of 
the  firm  of  Baum  &  Bernstein.  ^Ir.  Baum,  after 
a  long  and  successful  life,  died  in  1889  in  Haver- 
straw, being  the  first  to  be  interred  in  a  beautiful 
cemetery  which  he  had  donated  to  the  congregation 
with  which  he  was  connected.  Hfs  wife,  Rachel 
Koerpel,  who  survived  her  husband  until  1901,  died 
at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Bernstein,  in 
Meriden,  and  is  buried  by  the  side  of  Mr.  Baum. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baum  six  children  were  born, 
namely :  Moses,  engaged  in  the  clothing  business 
at  Pittston,  Pa. ;  Jennie,  wife  of  Sigmund  Bernstein  ; 
Charles,  with  Bernstein  &  Co.,  Jersey  City;  Esther, 
who  married  Israel  Rich,  of  Michigan,  but  is  now 
deceased ;  Aaron,  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Baum 
Bros.,  of  Haverstraw,  N.  Y. ;  Sadie,  wife  of  A. 
Mayer,  a  banker  of  Jersey  City. 

To  Air.  and  Mrs.  Bernstein  the  following  chil- 
dren have  been  born:  Algernon  J.,  a  graduate  of 
high  school  and  Packett's  Business  College,  N.  Y., 
now"  engaged  in  a  wholesale  house  in  New  York 
City :  Louisa,  Daisy  and  Melville,  at  home  attend- 
ing high  school ;  Frances  and  Jacqueline,  students 
in  the  public  schools. 

PERRY  MILES  TWITCHELL  was  bom  in 
Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  15,  1834,  a  son  of  Miles 
Johnson  Twitchell,  a  native  of  Oxford,  Conn. 
Isaac  Twitchell,  father  of  Miles  J.,  was  a  farmer 
in  Oxford. 

Allies  J.  Twitchell  was  born  Feb.  24,  i8co,  and 
died  in  October,  i860.  He  was  a  prosperous  and 
successful  agriculturist  and  owned  a  large  farm 
which  he  tilled  in  the  most  modern  and  progressive 
fashion.  When  he  became  of  age  he  left  his  native 
town  and  located  in  New  York  where  he  secured  a 
farm  of  120  acres,  which  always  evinced  ihe  ti:iich 
of  a  master  farmer.  A  Democrat,  politicallv,  he 
was  not  a  politician.  Always  much  interested  in 
military  matters  he  was  captain  of  a  company  in  the 
old  State  militia.     He  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
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Church  and  a  soHd  and  substantial  citizen.  Mr. 
Twitchell  married  Ehza  Aldon,  daucjhter  of  Benj. 
Alden  ;  she  died  in  1864  in  Windsor.  Brocme  county. 
To  this  union  were  born:  (  1)  Hannah  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  Snedeker  and  is  living  in  Aurora,  111.  (2  I 
Elvira  married  Elias  Andrews,  of  Xaugatuck,  and 
died  in  Indianapolis.  Ind..  in  1807.  (3)  Anas 
Tecia  married  Joel  Brown,  of  Kirkwood,  X.  Y. 
(4)  George  H.  was  a  carriage  and  wheel  maker  in 
New  Haven,  served  in  the  army  and  died  in  Dur- 
ham, Conn.  (5)  Perry  Miles.  (6)  Ursula  mar- 
ried Benjamin  Andrews,  of  Knox  countv.  111.,  and 
died  there.  (7)  Thomas  Edgar  served  in  the  army 
and  is  now  an  inmate  of  the  Soldiers'  Home  at 
Xoroton,  Conn.  (8)  Olinda  married  John  Hoadlev 
and  is  living  in  Windsor,  X'.  Y.  {9)  Jerome  served 
in  the  army  and  is  now  connected  with  the  post- 
office  at  Binghampton,  X'.  Y.  This  familv  presents 
a  remarkable  record,  four  of  the  sons,  George  H., 
Perry  M.,  Thomas  E.  and  Jerome,  and  three  sons- 
in-law,  Charles  Snedeker,  Elias  Andrews  and  Ben- 
jamin Andrews,  all  serving  in  the  Union  army  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war. 

Perry  Miles  Twitchell  was  born  in  Windsor, 
X.  Y.,  where  he  had  his  schooling,  and  at  the  age 
of  seventeen  began  work  as  a  carpenter.  In  1857 
he  came  to  X'ew  Haven  to  take  a  place  in  the  carriage 
factory  of  George  T.  X'ewhall,  where  he  worked  un- 
til 1861.  The  greater  part  of  that  year  he  was  work- 
ing as  a  carpenter  in  Durham,  Conn.,  and  late  in  the 
fall  of  that  year  he  enlisted  in  the  army.  Mr. 
Twitchell  was  mustered  in  as  a  member  of  Company 
C.  I2th  Conn.  Y.  I.,  and  served  throughout  the 
Southern  States  and  in  the  Gulf  region.  In  the 
spring  of  1864  he  came  into  \"irginia  and  was  a 
part  of  the  command  of  General  Sheridan.  Mr. 
Twitchell  saw  much  hard  service  and  participated  in 
many  fierce  conflicts,  but  was  never  wounded.  Mus- 
tered out  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  December,  1864.  he 
completed  full  three  years  of  service,  and  though 
he  was  not  in  at  the  death  of  the  Confederacy,  yet 
he  feels  that  he  was  all  through  the  critical  years 
and  that  the  Rebellion  was  virtually  crushed  before 
he  left  the  army.  Returning  from  the  army  Mr. 
Twitchell  was  located  in  Delaware  county  for  some 
fifteen  years  working  as  a  carpenter,  and  in  1880  he 
came  to  Durham,  Conn.,  to  follow  this  same  occu- 
pation. In  1883  his  home  was  removed  to  Walling- 
ford  and  since  that  year  he  has  been  in  business  in 
this  city  as  a  contractor  and  builder.  Here  his 
most  important  contract  was  the  Lindsey  &  ^'a!en- 
tine  factory.  ^^lany  handsome  and  attractive  resi- 
dences in  Wallingford  and  in  the  neighboring  com- 
munities have  been  put  up  bv  him  and  he  is  regarded 
as  an  honorable  and  trustworthy  workman. 

Mr.  Twitchell  belongs  to  the  O.  U.  A.  M..  where 
he  has  passed  through  all  the  chairs.  A  member  of 
Arthur  H.  Dutton  Post,  Xo.  36,  G.  A.  R.,  he  has 
filled  its  various  chairs,  and  is  Past  Commander. 
A  Republican,  he  has  no  desire  for  official  honors 
and  emoluments.  Mr.  Twitchell  attends  the  Method- 


ist Church,  where  his  wife  is  a  member.  She  is  a 
member  also  of  the  W.  R.  C,  Xo.  ^j.  and  is  one  of 
its  most  efficient  workers,  having  filled  its  several 
offices. 

Mr.  Twitchell  was  married  July  25,  1855,  to 
]Miss  Belarma  Woodmansee,  a  daughter  of  Simeon 
Woodmansee,  and  a  native  of  Delaware  countv,  X^. 
Y.  She  died  April  24,  1878.  This  union  was 
blessed  with  one  child,  John  Clark,  born  April  22, 
1856,  who  is  now  running  a  ranch  in  Azusa,  Cal. ; 
he  has  been  twice  married,  his  first  wife  was  born 
in  Illinois,  and  left  two  children,  Earle  (bom  Eeb. 
22.  1892)  and  Howard  H.  (born  Aug.  8,  1894), 
and  his  present  wife,  Maggie  Hassett,  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  but  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  she 
was  living  in  San  Aliguel,  California. 

On  March  31.  1891,  Perry  M.  Twitchell  was 
married  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.  (Bailey)  Twitchell, 
the  widow  of  George  H.  Twitchell,  his  brother,  and 
the  daughter  of  Jeremiah  B.  Bailey,  of  Durham, 
Conn.  To  this  marriage  there  have  been  no  chil- 
dren, but  Mrs.  Twitchell  had  one  daughter,  Ida  M., 
by  her  first  husband,  who  married  Elliott  C.  War- 
ner, a  farmer  of  Durham,  Connecticut. 

THE  FRAXCIS  FAMILY.  For  generations 
the  family  of  this  name  in  turn  have  been  honest 
tillers  of  the  soil  in  Wallingford,  and  have  proved 
themselves  upright  and  honorable  men.  Such 
names  as  Joseph,  Jacob,  Tacob  (2),  William,  Will- 
iam J.,  and  John  H.  will  live  long  in  the  memories 
of  the  agricultural  communities  of  the  town  in 
which  their  industrious  and  useful  lives  have  been, 
and  are  being,  passed.  On  the  old  farm  in  X'orth 
Farms,  Wallingford,  reside  descendants  in  the  si.xth 
generation  from  Joseph  Francis,  its  first  occupant, 
from  whom  William  J-  and  John  H.  Francis,  farm- 
ers of  the  town,  are  fifth  in  line  of  descent,  their 
line  being  through  Jacob,  Jacob  (2),  and  the  late 
William  Francis. 

On  their  mother's  side  these  gentlemen  are  de- 
scended from  sturdy  X'ew  England  ancestors,  and  of 
that  type  who  fought  through  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
I  lution,   and   have  never  hesitated   at   any   sacrifice 
;  which  the  good  of  their  country  seemed  to  demand. 
I  The  mother  of    William    J.    Francis    was    Emily 
I  Blakeslee.  of  Wallinsrford.  a  family  whose  record 
i  in  Wallingford  begins  as  early  as  1712,  in  the  per- 
I  sons  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Blakeslee.  The  origin 
I  of   the   Blakeslee   family    in    tradition    is   that    two 
brothers  of  that  name  left  the  western  part  of  Eng- 
land to  come  to  Massachusetts.     One  died  en  roucc, 
and  the  other  came  to  Plymouth,  where  he  (V'v\  in 
the  early  days  of  the  Colony.  leaving  a  son,  who  was 
placed  with  a  blacksmith  to  learn  the  trade  in  Xew 
Haven.     The  mother  of  John  H.  Francis  was  Julia 
(Cook)  Tuttle,  widow  of  Lewis  Tuttle,  daughter  of 
Col,    Thaddeus     Cook,    and    a     descendant    in     the 
seventh  generation  from  Samuel  Cook,  who  came  to 
X'ew  Haven  in  16^)3.  and  married  in  1667,  Hope,  the 
daughter  of  Edward  Parker.     He  went  with  the 
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first  planters  to  Wallingtonl  in  1670.  and  was  per- 
haps the  first  and  only  shoemaker  and  tanner  of- 
leather  in  that  town  for  many  years.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  church  and  held  public  office,  and  he 
died  in  1702.  The  line  of  descent  of  Julia  (Cook) 
Francis  was  throui^h  Samuel,  Samuel  (2),  Capt. 
Samuel,  Col.  Thaddeus  Samuel  (4),  and  Col.  Thad- 
deus   (2). 

Samuel  Cook  (2)  was  born  in  1667  in  Xew  Ha- 
ven, and  married  his  first  wife,  Hannah  Ives,  in  i6q2. 
He  died  in  1725.  Capt.  Samuel  Cook,  son  of  the 
foregoing-,  was  born  in  1695.  married  in  1721.  Eliza- 
beth Lewis,  of  W'allingford.  He  was  a  wealthy 
shipping  merchant  frum  the  port  of  Xew*  Haven, 
and  died  in  1745.  Col.  Thaddeus  Cook,  the  son  of 
Capt.  Samuel  Cook,  born  in  1728,  married  for  his 
second  wife,  Sarah  Hall,  of  Cheshire.  He  served 
under  Gen.  Gates  in  the  Revolution,  and  was  highly 
honored  by  his  fellow  townsmen,  being  elected  in 
turn  to  all  the  county  offices  in  their  gift.  He  died 
in  1800.  Samuel  Cook  (4),  son  of  Col.  Thaddeus, 
born  in  1758,  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Constant 
Kirkland,  of  W'allingford.  He  too  was  a  patriot  in 
the  Revolution  serving  with  his  father  in  the  army. 
He  was  a  thrifty  farmer  residing  in  the  western 
part  of  the  town  of  W'allingford.     He  died  in  1824. 

Col.  Thaddeus  Cook  (2),  son  of  Samuel  (4), 
born  in  1791,  married  for  his  first  wife,  Julia  Cook. 
Col.  Cook  was  a  Colonel  of  Militia,  having  served 
in  the  war  of  1812,  and  his  military  experience  was 
afterward  put  to  good  account.  In  civil  life  he 
was  equally  prominent,  and  served  as  selectman,  and 
member  of  the  Legislature.  He  died  in  1879,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  Avas  the  oldest  man  in  Wall- 
ingford,  having  passed  his  eighty-ninth  birthday. 

The  late  William  Francis,  the  father  of  William 
J  and  John  H.,  was  born  March  3,  1S04,  on  the  old 
Francis  farm  in  Wallingford  where  his  seventy-five 
years  of  useful  life  were  passed.  In  early  boyhood 
he  attended  the  X'orth  Farms  district  school,  and 
after  fifteen  years  of  age  took  private  instruction. 
Being  of  a  delicate  constitution  he  was  for  a  time 
deprived  of  following  the  inclination  and  taste  of 
his  mind  in  the  avocation  of  farming,  much  to  his 
dislike.  So  on  the  advice  of  his  physician  he 
adopted  an  out-door  life  that  really  called  for  little 
physical  labor,  and  for  a  time  was  engaged  in  ped- 
dling Yankee  notions  through  the  State  of  New 
York.  This  business,  however,  was  not  to  his  lik- 
ing, and  he  longed  to  be  a  farmer,  trusting  that  care 
and  good  sense  would  give  him  still  a  long  lease  of 
life  on  the  farm.  Jacob  Francis,  his  father,  having 
died  in  July,  1829,  William  Francis  the  following 
spring  began  the  erection  of  the  house  where  he 
lived  the  rest  of  his  life,  and  where  his  son  and 
grandchildren  still  reside.  Through  necessity  at  the 
start,  he  gave  much  thought  to  the  easiest  methods 
of  farming,  and  thus  became  a  student  of  farm 
methods  and  watchful  for  all  improvements  in  farm 
machinery.  He  hact  faith  in  labor-saving  devices, 
and  was  the  first  farmer  in  all  his  district  to  place 


on  his  farm  a  mowing  machine,  a  horse  rake  and  a 
reaper.  He  early  learned  that  abundant  fertilizers 
richly  paid  for  themselves.  He  read  and  studied, 
and  practiced  the  best  ideas  he  could  glean  from  the 
world  around  him.  He  was  a  pioneer  in  tobacco 
culture,  and  ])ut  on  the  market  the  best  product  that 
was  sold  in  the  State.  Mr.  Francis  became  a  lead- 
ing farmer,  and  was  as  successful  as  he  was  progres- 
sive and  intelligent.  I'lanning  for  the  future,  he 
had  a  long  look  ahead,  made  much  money,  and 
taught  his  sons  in  such  a  manner  that  they  too  have 
become  successful  farmers.  an:l  solid  and  substantial 
citizens.  He  was  enterprising  and  pushing,  and 
though  bearing  alwavs  a  weight  of  ill-health  so  care- 
fully handled  himself,  that  he  lived  to  a  ripe  old 
age.  He  was  recognized  among  his  fellow  citizens 
as  a  man  of  excellent  and  energetic  business  quali- 
ties, and  of  high  moral  worth.  He  was  put  into 
offices  of  trust  and  responsibility,  and  he  was  able  to 
meet  their  various  duties  readily  and  well.  Tax 
collector  for  a  number  of  years  he  was  popular  and 
efficient  in  this  onerous  position.  He  was  road  com- 
missioner, and  for  a  time  was  entrusted  with  the 
care  of  all  the  roads  in  the  town. 

Mr.  Francis'  religious  connections  were  with  the 
Episcopal  Church,  as  were  those  of  his  immediate 
family,  holding  membership  in  St.  Paul's  Church  in 
1  Wallingford.  On  ^larch  30.  1831,  Mr.  Francis  was 
!  married  to  Emily  Blakeslee,  and  after  her  death  he 
j  married  Mrs.  Julia  (Cook)  Tuttle,  of  Hampden. 
i  Conn.  Two  children  were  born  to  the  first  mar- 
i  riage:  (i)'  William  J.,  born  in  1832,  married 
i  Marietta  J.,  daughter  of  Justus  and  Jane  (French) 
j  Peck,  and  they  have  a  son,  Lyman  H.  William  J. 
I  Francis  is  a  resident  of  a  part  of  the  original  Joseph 
I  Francis  farm  referred  to  in  the  foregoing.  He  is 
j  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  Wallingford.  He  is 
i  a  member  of  Meriden  Grange,  Xo.  29,  P.  of  H. 
I  (2)  Emory  was  born  Feb.  10,  1837,  and  died  on 
j  July  14,  following.  To  the  second  marriage  of 
:  William  Francis  were  also  born  two  children :  ( i  ) 
i  Henry,  born  Dec.  18.  1842,  and  died  Feb.  22.  1843. 
!  (2)  JoiiN  H.,  born  June  20,  1858,  married  Oct.  10^ 
j  1858,  married  Oct.  10,  1883,  Carrie  P.  Wooding. 
i  who  died  Dec.  18,  1887,  and  on  Feb.  21,  1889.  he 
!  married  ]\Iabel  A.  Wooding,  and  they  have  four 
I  children,  Isabel  A..  Caroline  M.,  William  H.  and 
^  Edward  R.     Mr.  Francis  lives  at  the  old  homestead. 

i        HON.    LYXDE    HARRISON,  lawyer,  jurist 
'  and  statesman  of  X'ew  Haven,  is  a  widely  known 

man  of  forceful  character.  He  is  able  and  public- 
i  spirited  and  has  made  his  mark  on  the  history  of 
!  his  city,  county  and  State. 

The  Harrison  family  in  New  England  and 
i  throughout  the  country  has  produced  many  men  of 
j  rare  worth,  and  some  have  risen  to  distinction. 
I  Thomas  Harrison,   from  England,  settled  in  New 

Haven  as  a  young  man  in  1640,  and  soon  after- 
:  ward  moved  to  Branford,  taking  the  oath  of  fidelity 
i  April   4,    1654.      His   brother,    Richard,   and   their 
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father,  also  named  Richard,  came  to  this  country 
NN-ith  him.  Richard  was  settlefl  at  Braiiford  for 
some  years,  but  removed  to  Newark,  N.  J.,  in  1662. 

Among  the  ancestors  of  Judt^^e  Harrison  are 
found  the  Wolcotts,  of  whom  the  first  ancestor  in 
this  country  was  Henry  \\^olcott,  who  settled  in 
Massachusetts  in  1630  and  five  years  later  came  to 
Windsor,  Conn.  Henry  Wolcott  (2),  his  son,  was 
one  of  the  nuniher  who  received  the  charter  of  Con- 
necticut from  Kino;-  Charles  H.  Roger  Wolcott  was 
colonial  governor  in  1754.  Another  ancestor  of 
Judge  Harrison  was  Justice  Simon  Lynde.  of  Bos- 
ton, whose  son,  Judg^e  Nathaniel  Lynde.  was  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  Saybrook.  Rev.  John  Ehiveii- 
jiort,  pastor  of  the  first  cliurch  estabhshed  in  New 
Ilaven,  is  also  on  his  ancestral  line. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  Judge  Harrison, 
Philemon  and  Sarah  (\Vt)lcott)  Harrison,  were 
married  in  1784.  Mrs.  Sarah  Harrison  was  born  in 
1767,  daughter  of  Dr.  Alexander  Wolcott.  and  was 
of  the  fifth  generation  in  descent  from  Henry  Wol- 
cott. James  Harrison,  the  eldest  son  of  Philemon 
Harrison,  and  the  father  of  Judge  Harrison,  was 
H'arried  to  Chariot te  N.  Lynde  in  1836. 

Judtre  Harrison  acquired  iiis  literarv-  and  legal 
c(hication  in  his  native  citv,  attending  the  Lancas- 
tiiian  an<l  Hopkins  Grannnar  Schools,  and  Rus- 
sell's ("ullegiate  and  Commercial  Institute.  \Vitb. 
some  further  preparation  he  entered  Yale  Law 
ScIkx)!,  from  v.diich  he  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  i860  and  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in 
May,  1861.  In  1862  and  1863  he  was  clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  In  1863  he  opened  his 
office  in  New  Haven  and  entered  upon  the  profes- 
sional career  in  which  he  has  been  so  signally  suc- 
cessful. In  1864  he  was  clerk  of  the  State  Senate, 
and  developing  a  taste  for  political  life  was  nom- 
inated and  elected  by  the  Republicans  to  the  State 
Senate  in  1865  and  re-elected  in  1866.  With  little 
intermission,  for  nearly  twenty  years  he  remained  in 
[.uhlic  life,  becoming  a  conspicuous  figure  from  the 
start.  During  his  two  years  in  the  Senate  he  was 
csjxxially  instrumental  in  assisting  the  project  of 
the  Shore  Line  railroad  across  the  Connecticut  river 
at  Saybrook.  For  a  few  years  following  his  work  in 
the  Senate  Mr.  Harrison  devoted  himself  to  his  pro- 
fession. In  187 1  he  was  appointed  by  the  State 
Ix-gislature  Judge  of  the  City  Court,  a  position  he 
fdlcd  for  three  years.  In  the  meantime  he  had  estab- 
lished his  residence  in  Guilford,  and  in  1874  re- 
tired from  the  Bench  to  take  a  seat  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, to  which  he  was  chosen  from  that  town :  he 
was  re-elected  in  1875  and  1876.  In  1877  ^le  was 
f  Ic-ctc<l  Speaker  of  the  House.  In  July  of  that  year 
IK-  bvoame  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
-New  Haven  county,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his 
i«  nn.  fr.ur  voars  later,  was  again  sent  to  the  Gen- 
rra!  .Xsvanhly,  serving  there  until  1882.  During 
this  jvri.wl  he  was  chairman  of  the  Tudiciarv  com- 
mittee, and  in  1877,  when  Speaker,"  he  was  a  de- 
c:.!cd  advocate  of  the  bill  allowing  married  women 
44  "^ 


equal  ownership  and  ecjual  rights  in  the  disposition 
of  property.  Leaving  the  chair  he  delivered  a  brill- 
iant ami  exhaustive  address  in  advocacy  of  the  bill, 
and  it  was  finally  passed,  after  having  come  up 
before  many  sessions.  In  1875,  1876,  1884  and 
1886  Judge  Harrison  was  a  member  of  the  Repub- 
lican State  Central  Committee  and  attended  as  a 
delegate  the  National  conventions  of  that  party  in 
1870  and  1880.  Judge  Harrison  did  not  agree  with 
the  liigh  protective  ideas  that  ruled  the  party  in  the 
campaign  of  1892,  nor  with  the  Republicans  of  the 
State  upon  a  number  of  State  issues  in  1891.  In 
1892,  under  the  guidance  of  his  con\-ictions,  he  voted 
for  Grover  Geveland. 

During  his  long  and  varied  career  Judge  Harri- 
son has  ever  been  more  than  a  prominent,  influential 
man  and  a  public  leader.  As  a  jurist  and  a  states- 
'  man  he  has  been  enabled  to  leave  a  deep  impression 
upon  the  statute  and'  fundamental  laws  of  Connecti- 
'  cut.  Of  the  twenty-seven  amendments  to  the  Con- 
1  stitution  thirteen  have  been  the  result  very  largely 
'  of  his  work.  He  is  the  author  of  the  amendment 
i  changing  the  time  of  the  State  elections  from  the 
i  spring  to  the  fall ;  of  the  amendment  forbidding- 
I  representation  of  new  towns  in  the  General  As- 
I  sembly  unless  the  new  and  parent  town  shall  each 
!  have  more  than  2,500  population ;  of  the  amend- 
i  ment  extending  the  term  of  judges ;  of  the  amend- 
j  ment  forbidding  any  county  or  municipality  incur- 
!  ring  debt  in  aid  of  any  railway  corporation,  and 
!  from  subscribing  to  the  capital  stock  of  such  cor- 
I  porations ;  and  of  the  amendment  forbidding  any- 
I  increase  of  salar\-  to  any  public  officer  during  the 
I  term  for  which  he  was  elected.  Judge  Harrisom 
'  drafted  the  Biennial  Sessions  Amendment  of  1884^ 
I  the  present  State  Election  Law  and  the  well-known^ 
'  Specific  Appropriation  Bill,  by  which  many  thous- 
and dollars  are  annually  saved  to  the  State. 
j  Since  the  early  eighties  Judge  Harrison  has  been 
1  actively  engagetl  in  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
'  principally  as  counsel  for  several  corporations.  His 
I  residence  in  New  Haven  is  near  the  head  of  Hill- 
'  house  avenue  and  his  sunimer  cottage  at  Ba\hurst, 
'  on  Long  Island  Sound,  in  the  town  of  Guilford,  is 
I  one  of  the  most  beautiful  natural  locations  on  the 
I  coast.  He  passes  a  portion  of  each  winter  with  his 
family  in  Thomasville,  Georgia. 

On  May  2,  1867,  Judge  Harrison  was  married  to 
,  Sarah  Plant,  of  Branford,  who  died  in  March,  1879, 
I  and  Plarriet  S.  White,  of  Waterbur\-,  became  his 
I  second  wife  Sept.  30,  1886.  To  his  first  marriage 
;  were  bom :  William  L.,  Paul  W.  and  Gertrude  P. 
1  To  the  second  marriage,  one  child,  Katherinc  W'., 
i  was  born  in  August,  1892. 

I  HON.  JAMES  NOYES  STATES,  General 
Ticket  Agent  for  the  New  Y'ork.  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad,  trustee  for  the  State  Reform 
School,  President  of  the  Board  of  Charities  and  Cor- 
rections of  New  Haven,  State  Senator  from   i8S(j- 

'.  92,  and  one  of  the  leading  men  of  New  Haven,  is  a 
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native  of  Connecticut,  haviny  been  horn  in  Stoning- 
ton,  on  May   16,   1839. 

Adam  States,  tiie  grandfather  of  the  subject  of 
this  biography,  was  born  on  Clicesequake  Creek, 
South  Aniboy,  X.  J.,  a  son  of  Matthias  and  Eliza- 
beth (Gould)  States,  who  came  from  Holland  and 
settled  first  in  Xew  York.  Adam  States  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  was  with  Gen. 
Washington  at  \alley  Forge.  His  family  num- 
bered fifteen  children,  many  of  them  later  becoming 
honorable  and  distinguished  members  of  societv. 

Benjamin  Franklin  States,  the  youngest  son  of 
Adam  States,  and  the  father  of  Hon.  James  Xoves, 
was  born  in  Stouir.gton,  Conn..  March  15.  1809.  and 
died  in  1896.     When  he  was  but  ten  years  old,  his 
father  died.     He  spent  his  entire  life  in  Stonington, 
with  the  exception  of  about  three  vears,  which  time    ' 
he  spent  in  Providence,  and  became  one  of  the  lead-   1 
ing  merchants  of  his  native  place,  and  was  also  verv   ! 
prominent  in  civic  attairs.     Flavored  with  vigorous 
health,  and  as  industry  and  enterprise  .were  inherent 
in  his  nature,  these  characteristics  mapped  out  for   j 
him  a  busy  life,  much  of  which  was  spent  in  pub-   \ 
he  service,  and  it  has  been  truly  said  of  him  that  he   \ 
performed  the  duties  of  the  different  positions  which 
he    held    with    strict    fidelity.        When    twenty-one   \ 
years  of  age,  he  was  elected  to  the  positions  of  con- 
stable and  tax  collector.     These  offices  he  held  until 
appointed  deputy  sheritT,   which   office  he  held   for 
sixteen  years,  four  under  Sherift'  David  Baldwin, 
and  twelve  under  Alexander  Stewart.     In  1834.  he 
was  elected  captain  of  the  local  company  of  Light    i 
Artillery,  having  previously  held  the  minor  offices   '■ 
of  the  company.     For  a  long  series   of  years   he 
served  as  notary  public,  having  commissions  issued 
by  Gov.  C.  F.  Cleveland  in  1842.  Gov.  Isaac  Toucey   i 
in    1846,  and  Gov.  James  E.  English  in   1867.     In    i 
1846  he  was  elected  bv  the  Legislature  as  one  of  the 
Commissioners  of  what  was  then  known  as  the  Xew   ' 
York  and  Stonington  Railroad.     He  held  the  posi- 
tion of  postmaster  for  two  terms,  one  commission 
being    signed   by    Postmaster-General    Charles    A.    j 
Wickliffe  on  Xov.  29.   1844,  and  one  by  President 
Franklin  Pierce  on  May  23.  1853.     Aside  from  the 
above  prominent  positions  held  by  him,  he  was  ap- 
pointed  Collector  of   Customs    for  the   District   of 
Stonington  on  June  2,  1856,  which  office  he  held  for 
nearly  five  years.     For  many  \ears  he  was  vestry- 
man and  parish  clerk  of  Calvary  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church.       He  was  a  member  of  the  school 
committee  for  many  terms,  and  served  the  public 
in  some  prominent  official  capacity  during  a  large 
portion   of  his   long  and   useful   life,   besides   hold- 
ing almost   innumerable   offices  of  smaller  magni-  \ 
tude.  which  are  not  mentioned  above.  j 

Benjamin  F.  States  was  married  to  Harriet  Pal-  1 
mer  Burtch,  who  was  Ixim  in  .Stonington,  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  Burtch,  a  sea-faring  man, 
who  was  also  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Mrs.  States  was  born  in  18 12,  and  lived  a  long  and 
useful  life,  dying  in  1897,  having  seen  six  of  her   i 


children'  grow  to  maturity  :  Ichabod,  who  served  in 
the  Civil  war,  in  Company  C,  ist  Conn.  Heavy 
Artillery,  and  after  his  honorable  discharge  returned 
home  only  to  die ;  Benjamin  F..  who  died  about 
ten  years  ago;  James  Xoyes ;  Marv,  who  became  a 
school  teacher,  married  Benjamin"  F.  Chester,  and 
removed  to  i'rovidence;  Hortense ;  and  Henrv,  who 
resides  in  Xew  Haven. 

James  Xoyes  States  spent  his  bovhood  davs  in 
Stonington,   where  he  attended  the  public  schools, 
and    Woodbridgc's    Academy,    and    was    fitted    for 
college.      When  twenty-one  years  old  he  went  to 
Xew  York  for  a  short  time,  then  located  in  Bridge- 
port. Conn.,  and  kept  a  hotel  there  for  one  year.     It 
was  in  1862  that  he  became  connected  with  the  X'ew 
'^'ork,  Xew  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad,  as  freight 
agent  at  Bridgeport,  holding  that  position  until  iSfx), 
when  he  was  made  special  agent,  retaining  that  po- 
sition until   1871,  in  which  Vear  he  came  to  Xew 
Haven.        There   he  held   the  ofiice  of  local   ticket 
agent  until  1887,  when  he  was  made  general  ticket 
agent,  and  holds  that  .responsible  position  at  pVesent. 
Mr.  States'  rise  has  been  gradual  and  permanent, 
as  he  has  worked  his  way  upward  by  his  own  eft'orts, 
and  now  enjoys  in  the  highest  degree  the  confidence 
of  the  managers  of  this  great  railroad. 

^Ir.  States  is  a  Democrat,  and  is  one  of  those 
energetic  and  forceful  men  who  are  bound  to  come 
to  the  front.  Entering  the  court  of  common  council 
in  1876  as  a  councilman,  representing  the  Fourth 
ward,  he  was  elected  alderman  in  1S77,  and  re- 
elected at  each  successive  election,  his  last  term  as 
alderman  expiring  with  1887,  bearing  the  record  of 
more  continuous  re-elections  than  any  other  man 
in  the  council.  While  holding  this  office,  he  was 
several  terms  president  of  the  board  of  aldermen, 
acting  mayor,  member  and  president  of  the  board  of 
finance,  a  member  of  the  commissioners  of  Public 
Parks,  chairman  of  committee  on  Ordinances. 
Claims.  Sewers  and  Lamps.  In  1887  he  was  elected 
to  the  board  of  Public  Works  to  which  office  he  was 
re-elected,  holding  the  office  until  the  board  was 
superseded  in  1898  by  a  director  of  Public  Works. 
He  was  president  of  the  Board,  and  chaimian  of 
the  committee  on  Streets  for  several  terms,  holding 
office  under  ^Mayors  Shelton.  Bigelow,  Robertson, 
Lewis,  Peck,  Holcomb,  York,  Sargent,  Hendrick 
and  Farmsworth.  Upon  the  inauguration  of  the 
Free  Public  Library  in  1886,  he  was  appointed  by 
Mayor  Holcomb,  one  of  the  directors  of  the  library, 
and  was  elected  to  the  ])residency  of  the  board,  which 
office  he  filled  until  1887,  and  he  had  much  to  do 
with  the  successful  starting  of  the  library. 

In  1889  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  for 
two  vears,  where  he  did  credit  to  himself  and  his 
constituents.  He  was  appointed  by  the  Senate  of 
1889  a  trustee  of  the  State  School  for  Boys  (then 
State  Reform  School)  for  a  term  of  six  years  ex- 
piring in  1895,  when  he  declined  a  reappointment. 
He  was  again  appointed  a  trustee  of  this  institution 
in    1899,  which  office  he  still  holds.     Recognizing 
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his  peculiar  fitness,  the  General  Assembly  of  i8()3 
ai)i)ointed  James  X.  States,  Henry  C.  White,  Fran- 
cis G.  Ueach,  Georo-e  D.  W'atrous  and  Eli  Whitney, 
I  r..  a  commission  with  instructii^ns  "to  make  investi- 
j,'ation  and  consider  whether  it  is  desirable  that  any 
amendments  should  be  made  to  the  New  Haven  City 
Charter,  or  a  new  Charter  be  granted."  Soon  after 
the  rising  of  the  General  Assembly,  this  commission 
organized  by  the  election  of  Hon.  James  X.  States 
as  chairman,  and  proceeded  to  investigate  and  con- 
sider the  matter  referred  to,  and  in  September,  1894, 
reix>rted  to  the  General  Assembly  a  revised  Charter, 
which,  however,  was  not  adopted  at  the  following 
session,  but  at  a  later  session  was  passed  substan- 
tially as  recommended,  and  it  is  now  the  Charter 
luuler  which  the  City  of  X'ew  Haven  is  governed. 
Senator  States  is  president  of  the  Board  of  Chari- 
ties and  Corrections  of  the  city,  and  is  identified  with 
this  work. 

For  many  years  Senator  States  has  been  con- 
nected .with  church  affairs  in  this  city,  and  has  long 
been  one  of  the  vestrymen  of  St.  Paul's  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church.  Fraternally  he  is  connected 
with  St.  John's  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  AI.,  of  Bridgeport. 

On  Jan.  22,  1868,  Air.  States  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Louise  T.  Ayers,  of  Bridgeport, 
\vh(j  was  born  in  Xew  Canaan,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of 
Lewis  ]'..  Ayers,  and  one  child  was  born  of  this 
iinicjn,  who  died  in  infancy. 

JOHX  AHLTOX  HARMOX.  one  of  Meriden  s 
respected  citizens,  and  assistant  manager  of  the  In- 
ternational Silver  Co.,  in  Meriden,  was  born  Oc- 
to'H;r  20,  1854,  on  a  farm  in  West  Suffield,  Hart- 
lord  county,  and  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the 
oldest  famihes  of  Xew  England. 

(I)  John  Harmon,  born  in  161 7,  m  England, 
came  to  Boston  in  1636,  and  for  a  time  was  in  Rox- 
bury,  but  finally,  in  1640.  located  at  Springfield. 
His  wife.  Elizabeth,  was  born  in  England  in  the 
.>ame  year  as  himself.  Mr.  Harmon  died  March  7, 
1 660-1,  and  his  wife  afterward  married  Anthony 
Dorchester,  and  died  Alay  16,  1699. 

(U)  Xathaniel  Harmon,  son  of  John,  the  emi- 
grant settler,  born  March  13,  1653-4,  in  Springfield, 
married  in  Suffield  Xov.  19,  1685,  Alary  Skinner, 
Ixirn  Sept.  22,  1667,  in  Windsor,  Conn.,  and  to  them 
uere  born  ten  children.  Air.  Harmon  and  his 
brother,  Joseph,  became  interested  in  trading  with 
the  Indians,  and  for  many  vears  were  the  principal 
I'artners  of  that  noted  trader.  Col.  Pynchon.  the 
"ri;,.rinal  proprietor  of  the  site  of  Springfield.  Alass. 
Nathaniel  Harmon  located,  in  1670,  in  Suffield. 
till  n  S<^iuthfit.-Ul.  which  remained  a  part  of  Hamp- 
-'nrc  county.  Mass.,  until  1749.  He  died  Alay  21, 
'7'-.  and  his  widow  married,  in  1713,  John  Han- 
«.i<-Tt.aiid  (lied  Sept.  17,  1730. 

'I'll  Sanuiel  Harmon,  son  of  X'athaniel,  b<3rn 
Am,'.  15.  i(,,^,^_  i,^  Suffield,  married  there,  April  28, 
17-.^  n.-k.mii  Winchell,  born  in  Suffield,  Aug.  5. 
I7"3.  and  they  had  ten  children.     Air.  Harmon  died 


Aug.  II.  1755,  and  his  widow  married  in  Alay, 
1757,  Isaac  Stdes,  and  died  Feb.  18,  1784. 

(i\')  Samuel  Flarmon  (2),  son  of  Samuel, 
born  Alay  (>,  1736,  in  Suffield,  married  there  Xov. 
II,  1762,  Abial  Sheldon,  born  in  Suffield.  Jan.  24, 
1741-2,  and  they  had  these  children:  Abial,  born 
1763;  Deborah,  born  1764;  Samuel,  born  1705; 
Rhoda.  born  1767;  Ruth,  born  17O9;  Anna,  born 
1770;  David,  born  1772;  Elizabeth,  born  1773; 
Jonathan,  born  1775:  Alercy,  born  1777;  Alex- 
ander, born  1779;  Uzias,  born  1781  ;  and  Aaron, 
born  1801.  Deacon  Samuel  Harmon  held  the  po- 
sition of  captain  in  the  militia,  his  commission  bear- 
ing the  signature  of  King  George,  and  he  was 
also  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  as  well  as 
a  deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church  in  West 
Suffield.  He  died  Feb.  21,  1812,  and  his  wife  died 
in  Suffield.  Sept.  12.  1802. 

(V)  Ozias  Harmon,  sou  of  Deacon  Samuel, 
born  in  Suffield.  Alarch  14.  1781,  died  April  3,  1S55. 
He  married  Feb.  17,  1813,  Cynthia  Taylor,  born 
Alarch  9,  1784.  She  died  Aug.  29,  1849.  To  this 
union  came  si.K  children.  Air.  Harmon  was  a  man 
of  prominence  and  substance.  The  names  of  his 
children  were  as  follows :  John  Alilton,  born  Dec. 
17,  1813,  still  living  in  West  Springfield,  Alass.; 
William  Edwin,  born  Aug.  31.  1815.  died  in  1877; 
Cynthia,  bom  Jan.  28,  1817.  died  X'ov.  3,  1838; 
Jane,  born  Dec.  29,  1818,  died  July  23,  1891  ;  James 
Hezron,  born  Jan.  14,  1821  ;  and  Roland,  born  Sept. 
6,  1826,  and  died  Xov.  25.  1895. 

(  VI)  James  Hezron  Harmon,  father  of  John  AL 
Harmon,  was  born  Jan.  14,  1821.  in  West  Suffield, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood  on  a  farm  and  where  he 
followed  agricultural  pursuits  until  1867,  when  he 
came  to  Aleriden  with  his  family.  Here  he  en- 
gaged for  a  short  time  in  business,  removing  to 
W  allingford  where  he  was  engaged  in  business, 
and  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dving 
April  26,  1895.  He  was  buried  in  Wallingford. 
James  H.  Harmofi  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  a  man  of  sterling  integrity 
and  excellent  business  qualifications.  He  belonged 
to  the  order  of  Odd  Fellows,  took  a  prominent  part 
in  public  affairs,  serving  as  first  selectman  in  Suf- 
field, and  voted  with  the  Republican  party,  whose 
principles  he  actively  upheld. 

On  Alay  i,  1844,  James  H.  Harmon  was  mar- 
ried in  \\'est  Springfield,  Alass..  to  Frances  A. 
Whitney,  born  Oct.  6,  1822.  daughter  of  Theodore 
and  Ann  ( Avery )  Whitney,  and  four  children  were 
born  to  this  union,  namely :  Charles  Whitney, 
boni  Dec.  16,  1845,  '•''  ^  resident  of  Jasper.  Ala- 
bama: Ellen  Amelia,  bom  Aug.  16,  1848,  resides  in 
Wallingford:  Alinnie  Loomis,  bom  Jan.  24,  1852, 
married  B.  A.  Treat,  resides  in  Jasper,  Ala.;  and 
John  Alilton,  born  Oct.  20,  1854.  Airs.  Harmon 
spll  resides  in  Wallingford.  and  is  one  of  the  es- 
teemed members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

John  Milton  Harmon  was  born  on  a  farm  in 
West  Suffield,  where  his  boyhood  was  spent.     He 
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was  eleven  years  old  when  he  accompanied  his 
parents  to  Meriden,  attendingr  school  here  for  a 
s'hort  time  I)etorc  he  obtained  a  position  in  the 
Meriden  llritannia  Company's  factory.  From  this 
position  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder,  ^Ir.  Harmon's 
ability  has  Ijrouq-ht  him  to  the  responsible  office  in 
the  company  which  he  now  holds.  On  the  organ- 
ization of  the  International  Silver  Co.,  in  1898,  he 
was  appointed  its  assistant  manager.  Ever  since 
that  time  ]Mr.  Harmon  has  performed  his  dnties 
with  an  eye  single  to  the  interests  of  his  emplovers, 
and  enjoys  in  the  fullest  degree  their  confidence. 
His  genial  personality  and  sense  of  justice  are  ap- 
preciated by  those  under  his  control,  and  he  is  justly 
popular  with  them. 

On  Nov.  14,  187S,  Mr.  Harmon  was  married  to 
Rose  Whiting  Dudley,  daughter  of  \\'hiting  B.  and 
Rosanna  (  Hotchkiss  )  Dudley,  of  W'aterburv.  Three 
children  have  been  born  to  this  union,  viz. :  Ruth, 
born  Nov.  22,  1880,  was  educated  in  the  }kleriden 
schools,  graduating  from  the  high  school ;  Hazel, 
born  April  26,  1882,  graduated  from  the  Meriden 
high  school ;  and  Dudley,  born  Nov.  18,  1886,  is 
still  a  student.  Although  Mr.  Harmon  is  intelli- 
gently interested  in  public  affairs,  as  becomes  a  good 
citizen,  he  is  in  no  sense  a  politician,  casting  his 
vote  with  the  Republican  party.  He  was  reared  in 
the  Congregational  Church  and  is  still  attached  to 
it.  Socially  he  is  identified  with  Capt.  John  Couch 
branch  of  the  S.  A.  R.  Mrs.  Harmon  is  a  lady  of 
domestic  tastes,  devoted  to  the  interests  of  her  fam- 
ily and,  with  her  daughters,  assists  in  making  a  part 
of  the  refined  social  life  of  Meriden. 

The  Whitney  Family  of  which  Mrs.  James  H. 
Harmon  is  a  descendant  on  the  maternal  side,  early 
settled  in   New  England. 

John  Whitney,  son  of  Thomas  and  grandson  of 
Robert,  born  in  England  in  1589,  with  his  wife, 
Elinor,  who  was  born  in  1599,  came  to  New  Eng- 
land in  1635,  locating  in  Watertown,  Mass.  Elinor, 
who  was  the  mother  of  his  eight  sons,  having  died 
May  II,  1659,  he  married,  (second)  Sept.  29,  1659, 
Judith  Clement.  Mr.  \\hitney  was  made  a  free- 
man in  1635-6,  was  appointed  constable  in  1641, 
served  as  selectman  1638-1655  and  as  town  clerk 
in  1655.     He  died  June  i,  1673. 

(H)  Richard  Whitney,  son  of  John  the  settler, 
bom  in  England  in  1626,  married  2\Iarch  19,  1650. 
Martha  Coldman.  He  was  admitted  a  freeman 
May  7,  165 1,  and  became  a  proprietor  of  Stow, 
Mass.,  June  3,  1C80,  and  probably  moved  there 
when  it  was  a  part  of  Concord. 

(HI)  Moses  Whitney,  son  of  Richard,  born 
Aug.  I,  1655,  married  Sept.  30,  1686,  Sarah  Knight, 
of  Stow,  who  died  :March  23,  1755.  He  had  land 
granted  to  him  in  1O81  in  Stow,  and  in  1708  pur- 
chased land  in  Sudbury,  Mass.  His  places  of  resi- 
dence were  in  Stow  and  Sudbur\-.  He  served  in 
King  Philip's  war,  in  1676. 

(IV)  Jonas  Whitney,  son  of  Moses,  born  Feb. 
I,    1699,   in   Stow,  married  Jan.    19,    1723,   Dorcas 


Wood,  and  was  a  resident  of  Stow  and  Harvard,. 
Mass.  Mrs.  Whitney  died  Feb.  22,  1725,  and  he 
married  (second)  March  12,  1726,  Margaret  Sirat- 
ton,  and  dieil  Sept.  18,  1770. 

(V)  Esquire  Timothy  Whitney,  son  of  Jonas,, 
born  in  February,  1729,  in  Harvard,  married  there^ 
May  20,  1752,  Alice  Whitney,  of  that  town,  born 
April  13,  1733.  They  lived  in  Harvard  and  Peter- 
sham, ■Mass.     Both  died  in  June,  1803. 

(\T)  Peter  Whitney,  son  of  Timothy,  borif 
April  20,  1760,  in  Harvard,  married  Mary  Blair. 
.Mr.  Whitney  v>'as  a  tailor  and  his  place  of  residence 
and  business  was  in  Chester,  Mass.  His  death  oc- 
curred ]\Iarch  6.  1826,  and  the  death  of  his  wife 
March   11,  of  the  same  year. 

(VH)  Theodore  Whitney,  son  of  Peter,  born  in 
Chester,  married   in   Alontgomery,    [Mass.,   Manila- 
Ann  Avery,  born  May  3,  1799.     Mr.  Whitney  was 
a  farmer  and  was  also  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  window  blinds  and  shades.     He  lived  at  different 
I  times    in    various    places,    Chester,    and    Norwich,. 
i   Mass.,    at    Charlotte,    Canada,    at     W^est     Suffield, 
!  Conn.,  and  at  Agawam,  Mass.     His  stay  in  Canada 
j  covered  the  period  of  the  Rebellion  of  1837,  and  un- 
til after  that  war  he  was  engaged  in  keeping  a  hotel. 
j   During  the  Rebellion  the  military  authorities  occu- 
'  pied  his  house,  which  was  used  as  the  officers'  head- 
i  quarters.     No  person  was  allowed  to  leave  or  enter 
I  the    house    without    giving    the    countersign.     His- 
i  children  witnessed  at  different  times,  three  persons 
I  shot,  presumably  as  spies,  as  they  were  not  able  to- 
I  give  the   pass-word.     Mr.   Whitney   died   Aug.   7, 
i   185 1,  his  widow  survived,  a  number  of  years,  dying 
:  in  West  Suffield,  in  1883,  and  both  were  buried  in- 

■  Suffield.  Their  children  were  as  follows :  Char- 
lotte married  Aaron  Frank,  and  both  died  in  Suf- 
field ;  3ilartha  Sheldon  married  Hezekiah  Nooney ; 

1  Frances  Amelia  married  James  H.  Harmon ;  Eliza- 
'  beth  Allen  married  first  George  La  Barnes,  and  sec- 
;  ond  Miner  M.  Pomeroy;  Catherine  Fowler  married 
!  first  Frank  Grover,  second,  Cyrus  King;  Alice  Pel- 
ton  married  Roland  Harmon ;  and  Marilla  Ann  mar- 
'  ried  Henry  G.  Smith,  and  they  became  the  parents- 
I  of  Mrs.  Willis  J.  Prouty,  of  Meriden. 
i 

I  JOHN  SHERMAN  LANE,  a  veteran  of  the 
I  Civil  war  and  one  of  the  leading  and  prominent  busi- 
';  ness  men  a.nd  citizens  of  Meriden,  where  he  is  at 
the  head  of  the  firm  of  John  S.  Lane  &  Son,  which 
conducts  one  of  the  great  and  important  industries 
{  of  the  busy  manufacturing  city,  descends  from 
i  sturdy  New  England  ancestry,  on  his  mother's  side- 

■  from  the  illustrious  Sherman  faniily  which  has  given. 
,  to  the  country  men  who  have  achieved  fame  in  both 

civil  and  military   life. 

Mr.  Lane  was  born  Nov.  27,  1839,  in  the  town 

of  Kent,  Conn.,  son  of  Hon.  Daniel  P.  and  Polly 

B.    ( Sherman  j    Lane.     Daniel   P.   Lane  served  his- 

1  country  in  the  war  of  181 2  and  was  a  man  of  prom- 

j  inence  in   his   town,   holding  a  number  of  public 

;  trusts;  he  served  in  the  State  Assembly  from  Kent 
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in  1840.  He  was  a  Democrat  of  the  Jefferson -Jack- 
son school.  His  death  occurred  in  Kent  in  the 
spring  of  1865  and  his  remains  were  buried  tiiere. 
His  NVife  died  at  Falls  \'illage,  Conn.,  in  1881,  antl 
was  buried  at  Xew  Milford.  Their  children  were 
as  follows:  ]\Iartha,  who  married  (first J  Harry 
Edwards,  and  (second)  Jackson  Brown,  of  Xew 
jNIilford;  John  Sherman;  Charles  S.,  a  road  builder 
for  John  S.  Lane  &  Son  ;  Byron,  an  engineer,  who 
Avas  killed  in  a  railroad  accident  Feb.  6,  1894;  and 
Svlvia,  who  married  Henry  Straub,  of  Xew  Mil- 
ford,  and  died  in  1882. 

John  S.  Lane  received  the  customar)-  district 
school  education  afforded  the  general  Connecticut 
fanner  lads,  attending  the  neighborhood  school 
<luring  the  winter  months  and  working  on  the  farm 
in  the  summer  season.  When  thirteen  years  old  he 
Avorked  one  ^^ear  as  clerk  in  a  store  and  at  eighteen 
lie  left  home,  going  to  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  where  he 
was  employed  on  track  repairs  on  the  X'ew  York 
&  Xew  Haven  Railroad.  He  showed  such  adapta- 
tion for  the  work  that  in  three  months  time  he  wa.s 
made  foreman  and  later  held  a  similar  position  on 
the  Housatonic  line.  He  assisted  in  laying  the 
double  tracks  between  X'ew  Haven  and  X'ew  York. 
s.\u\  also  in  laying  the  tracks  into  the  old  station  at 
F'ourth  avenue  and  Twenty-seventh  street,  Xew 
York,  since  abandoned. 

In  1859  Mr.  Lane  went  West  in  company  with 
Col.  R.  B.  Mason,  then  mayor  of  the  city  of  Chi- 
cago and  general  manager  of  the  Logansport,  Pe- 
oria &  Burlington  Railroad.  He  remained  in  that 
section  until  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Va..  in  July, 
1861.  Fired  by  patriotism  he  returned  to  his  native 
State  and  cast  his  lot  with  the  8th  Conn.  V.  L.  en- 
listing froin  Milford.  Conn.,  Sept.  14,  1861  :  he  be- 
came a  sergeant  in  Company  I  and  was  mustered 
into  the  United  States  service  Sept.  21.  The  8th. 
Connecticut  was  organized  at  Camp  Buckingham. 
Hartford,  and  was  in  command  of  Col.  Edward  Har- 
•land,  of  X'orwich.  Its  principal  engagements  were 
at  Roanoke  Island,  Feb.  8,  1862:  Xewbern.  X.  C. 
^farch  14,  1862;  siege  of  Fort  Macon.  X.  C,  April, 
1862;  South  Mountain,  Sept.  14,  1862;  Antietam. 
Sept.  17,  1862;  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  Dec.  13,  1862; 
Fort  Huger,  Va.,  April  19,  1863:  Watthall  Junc- 
tion, Va.,  May  7,  1864;  Fort  Darling.  Va..  May  16, 
1864;  Cold  Harbor,  August.  18/54;  Petersburg,  Va., 
Aug.  25,  1864;  and  Fort  Harrison.  \'a..  Sept.  29, 
1864.  Our  subject  shared  the  fortunes  of  his  com- 
mand from  start  to  finish  and  returned  with  an  hon- 
orable war  record.  He  was  promoted  to  first  ser- 
geant April  20.  1863 :  second  lieutenant  Sept.  29. 
1863;  first  lieutenant  Sept.  21,  1864;  resigned  and 
■^vas  discliarged  from  the  service  Oct.  14.  1864.  He 
had  been  tendered  a  captain's  commission,  having 
commanded  the  company  during  the  last  year  of 
his  service. 

At  the  close  of  his  service  Lieut.  Lane  returned 
t'^»  Connecticut,  and  on  Jan.  i,  1865,  he  was  ap- 
ix)inted  supervisor  of  the  Housatonic  railroad,  a  po- 


sition he  acceptably  filled  until  1880.  when  he  be- 
came supervisor  of  the  Xew  York.  X'ew  Haven  & 
Hartford!  Railroad,  his  jurisdiction  covering  the 
road  from  Xew  Haven  to  Springfield,  including  its 
branches.  He  remained  in  that  position  until  1890, 
and  during  his  ten  years'  service  stone-ballasted 
sixty^two  miles  of  the  main  track.  This  work  di- 
rected his  attention  to  the  stone  business,  and  re- 
signing his  position  he  became  the  pioneer  stone 
contractor  east  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  the 
furnishing  of  stone  and  concrete  work  for  streets 
and  railroads.  In  1892  he  received  the  contract  for 
supplying  all  the  ballast  for  the  four  track  improve- 
ments of  the  Xew  York,  X'ew  Haven  &.  Hartford 
Railroad.  This  contract  necessitated  the  supplying 
of  a  daily  average  of  one  hundred  car  loads  o£ 
stone. 

In  1894  the  base  of  Mr.  Lane's  operations  was 
at  Hartford.  In  that  year  he  moved  to  Meriden, 
where  the  great  industry  of  John  S.  Lane  &  Son  in 
the  quarrying  and  crushing  of  trap  rock  for  use  in 
macadamizing  highways,  ballasting  railroads,  etc., 
has  ever  since  l)een  carried  on  and  grown  to  great 
proportions.  The  business  is  the  largest  of  the  kind 
in  the  United  States,  the  daily  capacity  being  2.500 
tons  of  stone.  Beginning  in  1890  with  one  crusher 
with  a  capacity  of  300  tons  per  day.  Messrs..  Lane 
&  Son  now  operate  fourteen  large  crushers,  be- 
sides two  large  steam  rollers  for  road  building.  The 
firm  has  built  over  forty  miles  of  macadamized  roads 
in  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  and  has  recently- 
erected  a  plant  for  that  purpose  and  built  a  large 
dam  at  Xew  Milford.  Their  [Nleriden  plant  is  lo- 
cated above  the  State  fair  grounds  and  is  modemly 
equipped  for  the  speedy  handling  of  their  extensive 
business.  xA.s  many  as  173  carloads  of  stone  have 
been  loaded  and  shipped  in  a  single  day.  In  order  to 
handle  this  large  number  of  cars  with  convenience 
and  dispatch  the  Xew  York.  X'ew  Haven  &  Hart- 
ford Railway  Co.  has  provided  ample  side  tracks, 
which  extend  from  "Gracey's  Junction"  to  the  fair 
grounds.  One  hundred  and  seventy-five  cars  at  a 
time  can  be  placed  there  and  a  switch  engine  is  kept 
busy  all  the  time  placing  empty  cars  ready  for  load- 
ing and  making  up  trains  of  loaded  cars  readv  to 
be  forwarded  in  the  different  directions.  Spring- 
field, Middletown,  X^ew  London.  Windsor,  East 
Hartford  and  Thompsonville  and  many  smaller 
towns  get  their  supply  of  broken  stone  from  this 
concern.  The  rock  found  in  Meriden  is  conceded  to 
l>e  the  best  obtainable  for  the  purpose.  A  quarry 
was  opened  m  1893  near  Westfield,  Mass.,  on  the 
Boston  &  Albanv  Railroad  where  the  same  class  of 
stone  is  found  and  a  market  secured  in  the  import- 
ant business  centers  on  the  line  of  that  railroad. 
The  stone  from  that  quarrv  has  been  adopted  by 
such  cities  as  Worcester.  Pittsfield,  Holyoke  and 
Springfield,  and  laree  amounts  are  sent  to  Boston. 
The  firm  has  quarries  at  Westfield)  and  Holvokc, 
on  a  branch  of  the  Xew  York,  Xew  Haven  &  Hart- 
ford  Railroad,   at   Hingham,    ]\Iass.,   on    the   Old 
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Colony  Railroad,  and  in  Guttenberg-.  X.  J.  Eight- 
een crushers  are  operated  in  the  conduct  of  the  busi- 
ness and  employment  is  given  to  over  tive  hundred 
men  and  a  large  number  of  teams. 

John  S.  Lane  has  always  been  a  Republican  po- 
litically. He  has  served  Aleriden  as  a  member  of 
the  common  council.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Mason, 
identified  with  Meridian  Lodge,  Xo.  j~.  A.  F.  &  A. 
M. ;  Keystone  Chapter,  Xo.  2y,  R.  A.  M. ;  Hamilton 
Council,  Xo.  22,  R.  &  S.  AL ;  St.  Elmo  Commandery, 
No.  9,  K.  T. ;  and  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Bridgepon. 
He  also  belongs  to  Pacific  Lodge,  Xo.  87,  L  O.  O. 
F. ;  Merriam  Post,  Xo.  8,  G.  A.  R. ;  Alfred  Hall 
Council,  Ro}al  Arcanum :  Xew  York  Commandery, 
Loyal  Legion ;  and  the  Amiy  and  Xavy  Club,  of 
New  London. 

On  Jan.  27,  1863,  ^Ir.  Lane  was  married  to 
Emma  S.  Plumb,  daughter  of  Wilson  Plumb,  and 
to  them  have  come  children  as  follows:  Arthur  S., 
who  is  the  junior  member  of  rhe  firm  of  John  S. 
Lane  &  Son;  Bertha,  wife  of  W.  R.  Smith,  who  is 
in  charge  of  the  quarries  at  Guttenberg,  X'.  J. :  E. 
Le  Roy,  who  is  superintendent  of  quarries  and  road 
builder  at  Hingham,  Mass.  (he  married  Harriet 
Puffer,  of  Meriden,  and  has  one  child,  Doris): 
J-iarry  C,  who  is  engaged  in  the  stone  business  in 
Meriden;  and  Edna  C,  who  was  educated  in  a 
boarding  school  at  Lyme  and  at  Smith  College, 
Northampton,  Mass.,  and  has  also  studied  music 
and  art.  The  family  are  all  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  '\lr.  and  Mrs.  Lane  spend 
their  winters  in  Florida  where  they  have  a  fine  or- 
ange grove,  in  which  'Mr.  Lane  takes  great  pride. 
The  home  on  Washington  Heights  in  Meriden  is 
a  most  delightful  one,  and  is  completely  equipped 
with  all  modern  devices  to  make  it  a  comfortable 
and  elegant  residence. 

The  Plumb  Family,  of  which  Mrs.  John  Sher- 
man Lane  is  a  descendant,  is  an  old  and  highly  re- 
spected one  in  X'ew  England.  The  name  is  traced 
back  to  the  X'^orman  Conquest  and  has  been  spelled 
several  different  ways,  Plumme,  Plome,  Plume, 
Plumb  and  Pkun,  but  is  now  written  Plumb.  A 
full  and  complete  genealogy  of  the  family  was  pub- 
lished in  1893  by  H.  B.  Plumb,  of  Luzerne  county. 
Pa.,  a  copy  of  which  is  in  the  possession  of  Mrs. 
Lane. 

Robert  Plumb  was  born  Dec.  30,  1617,  in  Ridge- 
well,  England,  and  emigrated  to  America  with  his 
father  s  family,  locating  at  Wethersfield.  In  1639  he 
removed  to  Milford,  Conn.,  where  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  and  died  there  May  12,  1655. 
His  father,  John  Plumb,  settled  in  Wethersfield, 
later  at  Branford,  Conn.,  where  he  died  in  1648. 
Robert  Plumb  married  Jan.  9,  1642.  Mary  Baldwin, 
who  was  bom  Feb.  19.  1625,  and  died  Feb.  i,  1707. 
in  Milford.    To  this  union  six  children  were  bom. 

John  Plumb,  eldest  son  of  Robert,  was  born  Aug. 
12.  1C46,  in  Milford,  Coim.,  where  he  w^s  a  land 
owner  and  farmer,  and  where  he  became  quite  a 
prominent  citizen.     He  died  in  March,  1728,  at  the 


ripe  age  of  eighty-two  years  and  was  biiried  in  Mil- 
ford. He  married  Elizabeth  Xorton,  by  whom  he 
had  ten  children. 

I  John  Plumb  (2),  son  of  John,  was  born  July 
29,  1671,  anfl  passed  his  entire  life  in  Milford,  dying 
in  August,  1 7 16,  while  still  a  comj^aratively  young 
man.  He  was  a  land  owner  and  quite  a  prominent 
citizen.  u\bout  1700  he  married  Rached  Bunnel. 
who  was  born  Dec.  16,  1683.  and  died  July  21,  172S. 
Seven  children  were  born  to  them. 

John  Plumb  (3),  son  of  John  (2),  was  born 
July  30,  1704,  in  Milford,  where  he  followed  farm- 
ing and  where  he  spent  his  life.  He  died  in  1763. 
On  May  27,  1723,  he  married  Keziah  Allen,  and  thu 
union  was  blessed  with  four  sons  and  seven  daugh- 
ters. 

John  Plumb  (4),  son  of  John  (3),  was  born 
July  7,  1726,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  Milford. 
where  he  died  while  still  a  young  man.  He  mar- 
ried, in  X'ew  London,  Conn.,  Mary  Hotchkiss,  who 
was  bom  in  1723  and  who  died'  Sept.  17,  1803. 
They  had  three  children:  Abigail,  born  Xov.  Ki, 
1748;  Prudence,  born  July  17,  1750;  and  John  Still. 
John  Still  Plumb  was  born  June  4,  1752.  and 
lived  in  Milford,  where  lie  passed  his  life  and  where 
he  died  in  February,  1833,  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty- 
one  years.  On  Jan.  i.  1771,  he  married  Elizabeth 
Sears,  who  was  bom  in  1753  and  died  Jan.  30,  1829. 
Eight  children  were  born  to  them:  John,  Dec.  31. 
T771 ;  Elizabeth,  May  14,  1775;  Joel.  Xov.  5,  1777. 
(married  Oct.  12,  1800,  Lou  Bassett,  and  died 
?darch  9,  1857)  ;  Isaac,  June  16,  1780  (married  Ab'- 
g^ail  Bassett,  and  died  in  1804)  ;  Frances,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1782:  Lucindy,  July  23,  1786  (married  Jona- 
than Sackett )  :  Leuman,  ^Iay  27,  1788  (married 
Mary  Whitney)  ;  and  Sarale  Still,  Dec.  27,  1790. 

John  Plumb,  eldest  child  of  John  ■  Still  and 
Elizabeth  (Sears)  Plumb,  was  born  in  Milford 
December  31.  1771.  He  grew  to  manhood  in 
that  town  and  there  died  in  1846,  a  highly  respected 
citizen.  His  remains  are  buried  in  the  ceme- 
tery in  Milford.  On  Jan.  ir.  1795,  he  married  Sibyl 
Smith,  who  was  born  in'  1770  and'  died  Dec.  24, 
1830.  Seven  children  blessed  this  union :  Thad- 
deus,  born  Sept.  29,  1795,  married  Elizabeth  Oviatt 

,  and    (second)    Betsey    Smith,    and    died    Sept.    29. 

i  1845;  Harriet,  born  Feb.  12,  1798,  married  Ehpha- 
let  Beecher  and  (second)  Aaron  F"airchild,  and  died 
Sept.  19,  1878;  Lyman,  bom  Feb.  8.  1801,  married 
Harriet  Smith  and  died  March  28,  1882;  David, 
born  June  13,  1805,  married  Esther  Xettleton  and 
died  June  29,  1866:  William,  born  Xov.  29,  1807. 
married  Tamar  Baklwin  and  died  in  March.  1865: 
Wilson  was  the  twin  of  William ;  and  Xancy,  bom 
Oct.  20,  1810,  died  Sept.  19,  1833. 

Wilson  Plumb,  father  of  Mrs.  Lane,  mentioned 
above  as  twin  brother  of  William,  was  born  X^ov. 
29.  1807.  On  Xov.  29,  183 1,  he  married  Xaomi 
Xettleton  and  he  died  March  18,  1850.  He  was 
a  contractor  and  builder  and  was  well  known  and 
very  highly  respected. 
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GEORGE  H.  JOSLIX.  M.  D.,  of  Mt.  Carmel. 
Conn.,  is  one  of  the  successful  young  physicians  of 
New  Haven  county,  and  one  whose  success  in  life 
lias  iiecn  entirely  the  result  of  his  own  efforts.  His 
iiijrh  position  as  a  practitioner  and  as  a  citizen  is  hut 
the  outgrowth  of  ettorts  to  succeed  in  which  his 
(Icterniination  and  persistency  were  more  than  once 
found  to  be  valuable  traits  of  character.  Dr.  Jos- 
lin  is  wedded  to  his  profession,  and  by  thorough 
prejjaraticn  has  fitted  himself  eminently  for  its  prac- 
tice;  he  is  also  interested  in  social  and  public  affairs 
of  his  town,  and  his  personality  has  won  for  him 
a  wider  recognition  than  his  mere  professional 
status,  however  eminent  that  may  be. 

Dr.  Joslin  is  of  an  old  Xew  England  family,  and 
one  that  has  scattered  over  almost  every  state  in  the 
United  States.  The  name  is  spelled  in  various 
ways,  the  original  spelling,  Josselyn,  has  been  cor- 
rupted into  Joselyn,  Joslyn.  Joslin  and  many  other 
ways.  The  family  is  of  distinctively  French  origin. 
and  descends  from  John  Josselyn,  who  came  to  Xew 
England  in  1638.  He  was  accompanied  by  his 
brother  Henry,  who  never  married.  From  John 
Josselyn  comes  a  long  line  of  descendants,  and  a 
faniilv  that  has  been  closely  identified  with  the  early 
historv  of  several  Xew  England  towns,  among 
which  can  be  mentioned  Hanover,  Mass.,  and  Poult- 
nev,  \'t.  They  took  part  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
All  in  all  they  have  always  been  of  the  better  class 
of  people. 

Pierre  Joslyn,  the  grandfather  of  Dr.  George  H. 
Joslin,  for  a  number  of  years  conducted  the  old 
"Knickerbocker  House,"  on  Sixth  Avenue,  Xew 
York  City.  In  those  days  this  was  a  well-known 
hostelry  in  Xew  York,  and  many  noted  and  prom- 
inent Frenchmen  were  entertained  there.  He  lived 
the  latter  years  of  his  life  at  WilHston.  \'t.,  and 
there  he  died  at  the  home  of  his  son,  Louis  X'a- 
poleon.  having  attained  the  venerable  age  of  more 
than  ninety  years.  Pierre  Joslyn  had  a  large  fam- 
ily, in  which  were  a  number  of  sons,  several  of 
whom  served  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion. 

Louis  X'apoleon  Joslyn,  father  of  Dr.  George 
H.  Joslin,  was  born  in  ^ilontpelier,  \'t.,  and  was  a 
schoolmate  of  Admiral  Dewey  in  the  public  schools 
of  that  city.  He  became  a  civil  engineer,  later  a 
carriage  manufacturer.  He  married  Elizabeth  Sen- 
na, a  native  of  A'ermont  of  French  descent.  She 
comes  of  a  family  particularly  noted  for  superior 
physical  strength  and  prowess,  several  of  her 
l)rothers  being  men  whose  feats  of  strength  were 
remarkable,  and  who,  in  this  day,  would  lie  noted 
as  powerful  athletes.  Their  family  consisted  of 
three  children,  of  whom  George  H.  is  the  only  son. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  Xapoleon  Joslyn  make  their 
home  in  P.urlington,  \"ermont. 

(jeorge  H.  Joslin  was  born  in  Piurlington,  \'t.. 
Julv  24.  1864,  and  there  he  passed  his  bovhood  davs 
and  received  his  earlier  education.  W'hai  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  securefl  an  engagement  in  the  postal 
service,  then  under  Postmaster  General  James,  and 


was   stationed   at   Holyoke,   Mass.     It  was   during 
this   time   that   he  first   entered   upon  the  study  of 
medicine,  his  preceptor  l>eing  one  of  the  most  suc- 
I  cessful  practitioners  of  that  section  of  Massachu- 
setts.    After  about  four  years  young  Joslin  entered 
i   the  Medical  dejiartment  of  the  University  of  \'er- 
j  mont  at  I'.urlington,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
!   in   1887.     During  his  attendance  at  the  University, 
i  he  was  in  the  Dean's  office  under  Professor  Grinell. 
j  While  there,  too,  he  took  a  prominent  part  in  ath- 
!  letics,  and  served  in  succession  as  director,  secretarv 
i   and  president  of  the   L'niversity  Athletic  Associa- 
I  tion.     As  an  athlete  Dr.   Joslin   was   a  prominent 
I  and   successful   contestant.      In    1885     he   took   five 
i  first  prizes  in  athletic  events.     He  also  held  the  pole 
i  vault  record  (11  ft.  i  in.)  of  the  institution — a  rec- 
!  ord  that  stood  for  some  time.     After  leaving  college 
i  on    his    graduation    Dr.    Joslin    went    to    Montreal, 
!   Canada,  where  he  passed  one  year  in  the  General 
I.  Hospital  at  that  city,  after  which  he  returned  to- 
1  \'ermont,  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession 
I  at   Westminster,    remaining  there  one   year,   after 
j   which  he  went  to  Xew  York  and  took  a  course  at 
I   Post  Graduate  School  Hospital,  from  which  he  re- 
!  ceived  his  diploma  in    188S.     In   1889  he  came  to 
Mt.    Carmel,   Conn.,   succeeding   Dr.    Wright,   and 
where  he  has  since  been  located,  having  built  up  a 
most  enviable  practice  which  extends  into  several  of 
the  surrounding  towns. 

On  Oct.    13,    1888.   Dr.  Joslin   was  married  in- 
Westminster,  \'t.,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  X'utting,  who 
was  born  in  that  town,  daughter  of  Chas.  A.  Xut- 
ting.     Two  children  have  blessed  this  union  :   Helen 
and  Adele. 

Mrs.  Joslin  is  a  lady  of  refinement  and  culture, 
and    possessed    of   excellent    musical    ability.     She 
taught  school  successfully  previous  to  her  marriage, 
having  been  graduated  from  the  \'ermont  Academv 
at  Saxtons  River,  class  of  1885.     She  also  took  a 
i  course    at    Ek)ston    Conservatory   of    Music.     Mrs. 
j  Joslin  comes  from  one  of  the  verv  oldest  families 
at  Westminster,  her  ancestors  being  among  the  first 
j  settlers  there.     I'hey  originally  came  from  Connec- 
I   ticut,  and  going  up  the  Connecticut  river  in  birch 
I  canoes,  came  to  what  is  now  Bellows  Falls.     Their 
I  means    of   travel    being    interrupted,    they   made    a 
j   settlement  there,  and  the  cit}-  now  includes  the  land 
I  on    which    they    settled.     Equally    as    prominently 
identified    with    the    Revolutionary    history    of    the 
town  of  Westminster  are  her  ancestors,  who  were 
stanch   Whigs,   and   their  armed   resistance  of  the 
representatives  of  King  George  III,  in  March,  1775. 
was  the  first  blood  shefl  of  Revolutionary  war.    .Vs- 
sociated  with  the  alxjve  event  is  a  relic  of  great  in- 
terest that  Dr.  Joslin  has  in  his  possession  :     \\'heii 
the   representatives    of    King   George    III    went    to 
Westminster,  in  March,   1775,  to  hold  court,  they 
met   with   bitter   opposition    from    the   Whigs,   and 
William    French   with   his   main   strength   held    the 
door  of  the  room  in  which  court  was  to  he  held. 
A  bullet  fired  from  outside  bv  the  armed  force  of 
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the  King-,  penetrated  the  (k>or  and  killed  French. 
The  State  of  \'erniont  has  erected  a  $^5,000  monu- 
ment over  the  grave  of  this  French  and  a  Mr.  Hel- 
ton. The  door  through  which  the  shot  was  fired 
remained  for  many  years  in  its  position,  it  is  now 
in  the  rooms  of  the  Vermont  State  Historical  So- 
ciety at  Montix^iier,  but  the  panel  through  which 
the  shot  entered,  the  path  of  the  fatal  bullet  being 
plainly  visible,  is  in  the  possession  of  Dr.  Joslin, 
being  given  him  by  Judge  Stoddard,  of  Westmin- 
ster, to  whom  he  ministered  in  his  last  illness. 

In  i8t)3,  Dr.  Joslin  builded  from  his  own  de- 
signs, one  of  the  finest  homes  in  his  town,  and  one 
known  far  and  near  for  its  architectural  beautv  and 
unique  design.  The  residence  and  barn  ( the  latter 
an  elegant  structure  and  also  of  the  owner's  design) 
stand  in  beautiful  and  well-kept  grounds,  all  of 
which  previous  to  the  Doctor's  purchase  was  a 
roug-h,  unsig-htly  piece  of  land.  Its  present  condi- 
tion is  simply  an  illustration  of  our  subject's  thor- 
oughness and  originality. 

As  a  practitioner  Dr.  Joslin  is  a  most  successful 
one  and  at  his  age  has  met  with  success  such  as 
many  fail  to  acquire  even  in  a  lifetime.  He  is  a 
good  judge  of  human  nature,  and  has  a  pleasing 
personality,  a  combination  of  great  value  to  any 
member  of  his  profession.  He  is  thoroughly  up- 
to-date  in  medical  science  and  ranks  high  among 
the  professional  friends,  he  being  one  to  maintain 
the  profession's  dignity,  etc.  As  a  man  his  popular- 
ity is  but  in  keeping  with  his  success  as  a  physician, 
and  his  value  as  a  citizen  is  second  to  none  in  his 
town.  Dr.  Joslin  is  certainly  of  the  progressive 
school,  as  evidenced  by  his  interest  and  advocacy  of 
every  movement  of  benefit  to  his  town.  He  was, 
probably  more  than  any  other  citizen  of  his  part  of 
town,  instrumental  in  getting  the  trolley  line  ex- 
tended to  Mt.  Carmel.  His  active  and  constant  la- 
bor for  this  necessitated  much  time,  and  no  little 
outlay  of  means,  in  which,  strange  to  say,  he  had 
the  opposition  of  not  a  few  of  the  citizens,  who 
were  to  be  benefited  by  the  extension.  This  did 
not  serve  to  discourage  him,  rather,  indeed,  to  one 
of  his  makeup,  it  encouraged  him,  for  he  then 
thought,  as  time  has  proved,  that  those  opposing 
this  improvement  would  be  the  warmest  supporters 
when  it  was  once  secured.  This  activity  of  his  was 
simply  that  which  prompts  a  public  spirited  and 
progressive  citizen  to  do  his  duty  as  such.  The 
Doctor  gave  land  on  which  a  car  barn  was  erected, 
that  his  locality  might  have  better  service  in  which 
all  would  be  benefited.  Other  evidence  has  been 
shown  of  his  public  spirit,  which  is  never  of  the  kind 
that  is  contained  in  a  mere  expression  of  satisfac- 
tion, but  of  the  more  substantial  "take  oft'  your 
coat,"  or  "go  down  in  your  pocket"  variety.  Dr. 
Joslin  is  liberal  in  church  matters  and  political  af- 
fairs, not  being  l>ound  to  any  particular  creed  or 
party.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  Day  Spring 
Lodge.  Xo.  30,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Hamden.  He  is 
also  atifiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Forest- 


ers and  the  Hamden  Grange :  and  professionally 
he  is  a  member  of  New  Haven  County  Medical 
Society,  and  of  the  New  Haven  Medical  Associa- 
tion. While  a  man  whose  life  has  had  its  ups  and 
downs,  and  not  a  few  times  when  one  less  cour- 
ageous would  no  doubt  have  sought  other  channels 
as  a  means  of  making  a  living,  his  persistency  and 
indomitable  will  would  not  permit  him  to  give  up, 
and  success  came  to  him,  all  of  which  has  not 
served  to  chang-e  his  characteristically  democratic 
ways. 

JOHN  N.  CHAMPION.  (I)  Henry  Cham- 
pion emigrated  from  England  to  the  American  Col- 
onies and  settled  at  Say  brook,  Conn.,  where  he  is 
found  as  early  as  1647.  After  having  assisted  in 
the  development  of  Saybrook  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  the  east  side  of  the  Connecticut  river  and 
became  one  of  the  first  and  most  active  founders  of 
Lyme.  It  seems  that  he  was  twice  niarried ;  the. 
Christian  name  of  his  second  wife  was  Deborah, 
and  they  were  married  in  1690.  Henry  Champion 
died  in  1709. 

(II)  Henry  Champion  (2),  son  of  Henry,  the 
emigrant  settler,  born  in  1654.  married  in  Lyme, 
Conn.,  in  1684,  Susannah  De  ^^'olf,  of  Lyme,  and 
resided  on  ^Meeting  House  Hill.  In  addition  to  re- 
ceiving .land  from  his  father  he  obtained  several 
tracts  by  grants  from  the  town.  His  death  occurred 
in  1704. 

(III)  Stephen  Champion,  son  of  Henry  (2), 
lx)rn  in  L}Tne,  Conn.,  in  1702,  married  (first)  in 
Lyme,  in.  1726,  Deborah  Leech,  who  was  born  in 
1706,  daughter  of  Wolston  and  ^largaret  (Brook- 
v.^ay)  Leech.  She  died  in  1737  and  in  1753  Stephen 
married  Abigail  Barnes.  He  was  a  farmer  and  re- 
sided in  Lyme  until  his  second  marriage,  when  he 
removed  to  Saybrook,  there  passing  the  remainder 
of  his  days. 

(IV)  Dr.  Reuben  Champion,  son  of  Stephen, 
born  in  1727,  in  Lvme,  married  in  Saybrook  in 
1755.  Lydia  Dunk,  who  was  born  in  1730  in  Say- 
brook, daughter  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  (  Ingram ) 
Dunk  (which  name  was  later  changed  to  Duncan). 
Dr.  Champion  for  many  years  resided  in  Saybrook 
and  there  brought  up  his  children,  but  about  1772  he 
removed  to  Springfield,  Mass.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  Revolution  he  joined  the  forces  assembling  under 
Gen.  Washington  and  continued  to  act  as  a  surgeon 
in  the  Continental  army  until  attacked  by  a  fever 
v/hile  on  duty  at  Fort  Ticonderoga,  which  soon 
caused  his  death  on  ]\Iarch  29.  1777. 

(V)  Reuben  Champion  (2),  son  of  Dr.  Reuben, 
born  Julv  30,  1760,  in  Savbrook,  married  in  West 
Springfield,  ]\Iass.,  in  1782,  Silence  Ely,  who  was 
born  June  i,  1760,  in  West  Springfield,  Mass.. 
daughter  of  Nathan  and  Silence  (Morgan)  Ely. 
When  but  fifteen  years  old  Reuben  enlisted  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Continental  army  in  which,  young 
as  he  was.  he  served  with  credit  until  the  close  of 
the  war.     His  life  was  passed  on  a  farm  in  Amos- 
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town,  a  parish  of  West  Springfield,  and  he  died  May 
2G,  1832,  his  widow  surviving  until  Oct.  30,  1852, 
in  West  Springiield. 

(VI)  Elias  Chanipion,  sun  of  Reuben  (2),  was 
horn  in  West  Springfield  June  10.  1790,  and  April 
5,  1827,  married,  in  Springfield,  Esther  Strong, 
wdio  was  born  Dec.  8,  1801.  in  Northampton ,  Mass., 
daughter  of  Oliver  and  Ruth  Strong.  Elias  Cham- 
pion was  engaged  in  the  hat  business  in  Springfield. 
He  died  Oct.  13,  1839,  and  Airs.  Champion  survived 
him  until  Aug.  29.  1843. 

(VII)  John  Newton  Champion,  son  of  Elias, 
born  Oct.  21,  1828,  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  was  mar- 
ried in  New  Haven  Oct.  24,  1853,  ^^  Cordelia  Eliza 
Sanford,  who  was  born  May  21,  1833,  in  Wood- 
bridge,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Cordelia 
(Hotchkiss)  Sanford.  They  resided  in  New  Ha- 
\en,  in  which  city  Mr.  Champion  was  a  builder. 
He  was  first  lieutenant  of  the  New  Haven  Ligh: 
Guards,  Company  E.  2d  Regiment.  C.  N.  G. :  a  mem- 
ber of  Olive  Branch  Lodge.  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  past 
noble  grand  of  City  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. ;  a  member 
of  Grand  Canton  Sassacus.  Patriarchs  ^Militant; 
and  was  a  charter  member  of  the  following  named 
associations:  Croton  Engine,  No.  i,  a  temperance 
fire  company,  of  which  he  was  foreman ;  the  New 
Haven  Independent  Rangers,  a  temperance  militarv 
compan)  ;  the  Latch  String  Originals,  a  temperance 
society;  and  New  Haven  Lodge,  D.  of  R.,  I.  O.  O. 
F.  In  religion  he  was  a  member  of  the  First  Baptist- 
Church. 

To  Mr.  and  ]Mrs.  John  Newton  Champion  were 
born  children  as  follows :  ( i )  Sarah  Ann,  born 
Oct.  24,  1859,  died  in  infancy.  (2)  John  Newton 
is  mentioned  below.  (3)  Stephen  Elias.  born  Oct. 
19.  1862,  was  graduated  from  Gen.  Russell's  Mili- 
tary School  in  New  Haven  and  is  engaged  in  the 
confectioner}^  business  in  that  city;  he  is  a  member 
and  drummer  of  the  New  Haven  Light  Guards,  a 
member  of  Hiram  Lodge.  No.  i,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
and  a  charter  member  of  Hammonassett  Tribe,  No. 
I.  I.  O.  R.  M.  (4)  Moses  Aaron,  born  June  18, 
1868,  died  in  infancy. 

John  Newton  Champion  (21,  son  of  John  New- 
ton, bom  ]\Iarch  20,  1S61,  in  New  Haven,  Conn., 
married  in  that  city  Nov.  21.  1883,  Minnie  Monk, 
vvho  was  born  July  26.  1863,  in  New  Haven,  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  C.  and  Amelia  Louise  (Brown) 
Monk.  John  Newton  Champion  was  graduated 
from  Russell's -Military  School  at  New  Haven  in 
1877.  arid  after  completing  his  studies  entered  the 
f'.orist  business.  For  thirteen  years  he  was  in  the 
florist's  department  of  the  Frank  S.  Piatt  Co.  and 
in  1890  he  engaged  in  business  for  himself  on  Chapel 
street,  where  he  has  since  built  up  a  very  large  and. 
w-idely  increasing  patronage  and  is  justly  regarded 
as  one  of  the  best  in  his  line,  not  only  in  New  Ha- 
ven, but  the  surrounding  district.  Mr.  Champion  is 
a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce :  of  the 
2(1  Company,  Governor's  Foot  Guards;  president  of 
the  New  Haven  Countv  Horticultural  Society ;  vice- 


j  president  (State  of  Connecticut)  of  the  American 
!  Florist  Association ;  member  of  the  New  Haven 
Colony  Historical  Society ;  member  of  the  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution ;  and  for  eleven  vears  was 
a  member  of  the  New  Haven  Grays,  which  is  desig- 
nated as  Company  F,  2d  Regiment,  C.  N.  G. ;  he 
v.-as  drum  sergeant  of  the  2d  Regiment.  Socially 
]\Ir.  Champi-on  is  a  past  noble  grand  of  City  Lodge, 
No.  36,  I.  O.  O.  F. ;  member  of  Wooster  Lodge, 
No.  79,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Harmony  Council ;  Frank- 
lin Chapter;  the  Union  League  Club;  the  Pequot 
Club ;  the  New  Haven  Yacht  Club ;  the  Sachem's 
Head  Yacht  Club;  and  the  Young  Men's  Republican 
Club,  being  an  ardent  Republican  in  politics.  Mrs. 
Champion  is  a  member  of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal 
Church. 

W.  A.  BEERS,  the  veteran  photographer,  is  a 
son  of  Charles  Beers,  and  grandson  of  David  Dia- 
mond Beers,  who  followed  farming  and  shoemak- 
ing  in  Fairfield,  Connecticut. 

Charles  Beers  was  born  in  Fairfield,  Conn., 
where  he  spent  his  school  days,  and  left  home  to 
work  for  a  family  by  the  name  of  Sanford.  When 
he  was  seventeen  he  walked  from  Fairfield  to  New 
Haven,  and  apprenticed  himself  to  James  Brewster, 
a  carriage  manufacturer;  in  his  time  he  worked 
twelve  hours  a  da\-.  In  New  York  City  he  worked 
fot  Benjamin  Brewster,  a  noted  carriage  maker  of 
the  day,  and  later,  in  Bridgeport,  he  was  employe:! 
by  Tomlinson  &;  Wood,  in  the  same  line.  In  1844 
he  removed  to  New  Haven  to  take  charge  of  the 
estate  of  Capt.  William  Jocelyn,  his  father-in-law, 
and  in  that  city  he  became  foreman  foT  George 
Hoadley,  the  well-known  carriage  manufacturer, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  his  death.  It  is  said 
of  him  that  he  never  attended  a  theatre,  and  being 
of  the  strict  old  school  he  thought  the  devil,  him- 
self, was  in  playing  cards.'  In  1837  he  married 
Elizabeth  Ann  Jocelyn,  daughter  of  Capt.  William 
Jocelyn,  well  known  in  New  Haven.  Their  chil- 
dren were  as  follows :  W.  A.,  mentioned  below ; 
Susan  Elizabeth  Sanford  married  William  Gay, 
publisher,  of  the  firm  of  Gay  Brothers. 

W.  A.  Beers  was  born  in  New  Haven,  Conn., 
Sept.  17,  1837,  and  received  his  education  in  what 
is  now  the  Webster  school,  and  in  Oxford  Acad- 
emy. In  his  youthful  days  INIr.  Beers  was  under 
instructions  with  Wells  Bros.,  who  took  a  da- 
guerreotype picture  by  electric  lieht  in  Yale  Chem- 
ical Laboratory  as  early  as  1853.  Prof.  Seropean, 
of  Yale,  with  Mr.  Beers,  who  then  was  with  Wells 
Brothers,  of  New  Haven,  were  the  first  in  New 
Haven  to  make  pictures  in  a  camera  on  paper  with- 
out a  negative.  This  they  did  in  1853,  but  the 
process  was  difficult,  and  of  no  practical  value. 
Mr.  Beers  was  one  of  the  first  photographers  in 
New  Haven  to  make  photographs  on  paper  and  to 
use  the  w^et  process  for  photographs,  and  the  first 
one  to  take  daguerreotypes  by  electric  light  in 
the  city,  and  he  has  kept  pace  with  every  improve- 
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ment  in  his  callino^.  In  1854  he  be.c;an  business  in 
photography  for  himself.  The  following  year  he 
began  business  at  his  present  location  in  company 
with  Sereno  Mansfield,  under  the  name  of  Beers  & 
Mansfield.  This  firm  continued  for  twenty  years, 
and  then  Mr.  Mansfield  retired,  leavingr  :\Ir.  Beers 
to  conduct  his  business  alone,  which  he  has  done  to 
the  present  time  with  marked  success.  He  has 
been  in  business  on  Chapel  Street  for  a  longer  time 
than  any  other  person. 

W.  A.  Beers  was  married  in  Fair  Haven  to 
Cynthia  Jenette,  a  daughter  of  Col.  Joseph  Wilcox, 
a  shoe  dealer,  and  a  prominent  man  in  that  com- 
munity. To  this  union  came  one  son,  Willie  Wil- 
cox, who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  Mr. 
Beers  was  a  member  of  the  New  Haven  Colony 
Historical  Society,  and  belongs  to  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  In  the  tliram  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
he  has  been  a  valuable  member  since  1867,  being 
secretary  for  twenty-one  years — the  oldest  secretary 
in  the  State  at  that  time.  For  over  twenty-three 
years  he  has  been  secretary  of  the  Masonic  Pro- 
tective Society,  and  has  been  for  years  a  member 
of  the  Young  Men's  Republican  Club.  For  three 
years   he   was   Councilman   from   the   First   Ward. 

The  Beers  family  appears  to  have  originated  in 
Westcliff,  County  Kent,  England,  at  a  place  called 
Bere's  Court.  William  deBere.  of  Bere's  Court,  was 
bailifif  of  JDover.  about  1275.  Nicholas  deBere  held 
in  the  Manor  of  Bere's  Court  in  the  twentieth  year 
of  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  The  first  of  the  an- 
cestry of  the  American  family,  \\"as  Martin  deBere. 
of  Rochester.  Kent,  who  was  living  in  i486.  He 
married  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Xyssell,  of 
Wrotham,  England.  From  this  couple  in  the  fifth 
generation  was  Capt.  Richard  Bere.  who  was  born 
in  1607,  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  (  Selby)  Bere,  he 
of  Gravesend,  and  she  of  Yorkshire.  Capt.  Bere 
came  to  America  in  1635,  making  his  home  at 
Watertown,  Mass.  He  represented  that  town  in 
the  General  Court  for  thirteen  years.  During  the 
trouble  with  the  Pequot  Indians  he  commanded  a 
company  in  several  battles,  and  was  killed  by  the 
Indians  near  Xorthfield.  Mass..  in  1675. 

In  the  fifth  generation  was  also  James  Bere,  of 
Gravesend,  who  was  not  living  in  1635.  His  wid- 
ow, Hester,  died  in  1635,  and  the  same  year  her 
two  sons,  Anthony  and  James,  accompanied  their 
uncle,  Capt.  Richard,  to  America.  James  Bere 
came  to  Fairfield.  Conn.,  in  1657.  and  two  years 
later  purchased  a  house  and  lot.  Two  years  later 
he  purchased  a  second  lot  of  eight  acres  in  Green- 
field, and  in  1664  he  took  the  freeman's  oath.  He 
died  in  1694.  To  him  and  his  wife,  Abigail,  were 
born  five  children,  two  of  whom  were  sons,  James 
and  Joseph. 

Anthony  Bere,  notedi  above,  was  a  native  of 
Gravesend,  Eng..  and  the  first  record  of  his  name 
in  this  country  is  at  Watertown.  Mass..  where  he 
took  the  freeman's  oath  in  1657.  In  i('>55  he  re- 
moved to  Roxbury,  Mass..  and  in  1658  caiue  to  Fair- 


field. Conn.  Fie  was  married,  and  was  lost  at  sea 
in  1670.  His  widow  Elizabeth  survived  him.  They 
had  seven  children ;  the  sons  who  grew  to  manhood 
being:  Ephraim.  born  in  1648,  in  Watertown, 
Mass. :  John,  born  Jan.  20,  1652 ;  and  Barnabas, 
born  Sept.  5,  1658. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Beers  has  a  musket  and  cutlass  that 
were  used  by  one  of  his  ancestors  in  the  Revo- 
lution. 

MOREHOUSE.  The  family  bearing  this  name 
in  Meriden,  the  head  of  which  is  the  well-known 
contractor  and  builder  Henrv  L.  Morehouse — a  sub- 
stantial and  progressive  citizen  of  that  busy  manu- 
facturing city — is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Connecticut, 
reaching  back  as  it  does  for  260  and  more  years. 
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Preston,  in  the 
town  of  Washington,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  a  son  of 
the  late  Cyrus  A.  and  Cornelia  (Canfield)  More- 
house. Henry  L.  Morehouse,  of  Meriden.  is  de- 
scended in  the  seventh  generation  from  Thomas 
Morehouse,  who  was  at  Wethersfield  as  early  as 
1640,  and  the  next  year  at  Stamford,  where  he 
shared  in  the  first  distribution  of  land,  receiving 
seven  acres.  He  was  in  Stamford  in  1649,  and  in 
1653  in  Fairfield  carrying  on  a  gristmill.  He  mar- 
ried Isal)ella.  daughter  of  Ralf  Keeler,  of  Xorwalk. 
From  this  ancestor  Mr.  Morehouse's  lineasfe  is 
through  Jonathan.  Stephen.  John.  John  (2),  and 
Cyrus  Morehouse. 

(II)  Jonathan  Morehouse,  sen  of  Thomas  the 
settler,  married  (first)  Mary,  daughter  of  Edward 
Wilson,  of  Fairfield,  and  (second)  April  16,  1690. 
Rebecca,  daughter  of  John  Knowles.  Mr.  ^lore- 
house  purchased  the  homestead  of  his  father  in 
Fairfield. 

(III)  Stephen  Morehouse,  supposedly  a  son  of 
Jonathan,  ( the  latter  having  a  son  Stephen,  bap- 
tized May  21.  1704)  born  in  Fairfield  in  1702.  mar- 

Tredwell.  of  Fairfield,  and  settled  in 
where  he  was  instrumental  in  establishing 
the  first  Episcopal  society  there.  Both  himself  and 
his  wife  died  and  were  buried  at  Redding.  Their 
tombstone  inscriptions  read  as  follows  : 

"Here  lies  buried  the  body  of  Mr.  Stephen  More- 
house, who  departed  his  Life  May  ye  2d,  1767.  in 
ye  66  year  of  His  age." 

"The  Remains  of  Mrs.  Abigail  Morehouse.  \Mfe 
of  Mr.  Stephen  Morehouse,  who  alter  a  course  of 
Piety  and  Virtue  exchanged  this  life  for  immortality 
Sept.  6.  1759.  in  ye  ^6  year  of  her  age." 

(IV)  John  Morehouse,  son  of  Stephen,  born 
about  1725,  settled  in  Xew  ^Filford.  Conn.  He 
married.  Dec.  27,  1763,  Phebe.  daughter  of  Deacon 
Eleazer  Beecher :  she  died  Feb.  20,  1807,  in  the 
seventieth  year  of  her  age.  and  he  married.  Dec.  25. 
1808.  Thankful  Atwell.  of  Montville.  and  resided  in 
Marblehead.  Stephen  was  the  father  of  the  fol- 
lowing children  :  Anna,  born  Dec.  2.  1764.  mar- 
ried Matthew  Mallett :  Daniel,  born  April  2J.  1768: 
John,  born  Jan.  21.  1770;  Jabez,  born  June  12,  1775  ; 
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Phebe,  born  Dec.  13,  iz/C),  married  Abijah  Patter- 
son, of  Roxbury  :  and  Jan,  born  March  14,  1781. 

(V)  John  Morehouse  (2),  sen  of  John,  born  Jan. 
21.  1770,  married,  Jan.  22,  1793.  Sarah  Straight, 
of  Kent,  and  resided  in  Marblehead.  Mr.  More- 
house died  Sept.  21,  1837.  His  children  were: 
Isaac,  born  April  19,  1794;  Jabez,  born  Sept.  22, 
1797;  Sylvia,  born  June  25,  1800,  married  Harmon 
Couch;  Anna,  born  Aug.  11,  1803,  married  George 
Foote;  Cyrus,  born  Xov.  11,  1808;  and  Catherine, 
born  Oct.  18,  181 1,  married  Horace  Clark. 

(VI)  Cyrus  Morehouse,  son  of  John  (2),  born 
Nov.  II,  1808,  was  a  marble  worker  in  New  Mil- 
ford.  He  married,  Xov.  20,  1832,  Cornelia  A.  Can- 
field,  and  the  children  born  to  the  marriage  were : 
Jane,  now  the  widow  of  John  Knowles,  residing  in 
New  Milford :  Mary,  widow  of  Perry  X.  Hall,  of 
the  same  place :  Annette,  who  married  Isaac  San- 
ford,  and  both  are  now  deceased :  Albina.  widow  of 
John  Addis,  of  Xew  Milford ;  Frank,  who  married 
Miss  Woolsey,  and  lives  in  X'ew  Milford:  Andrew, 
a  contractor  and  builder  in  Bridgeport,  Conn. : 
Henry  L.,  born  Sept.  25,  1845.  Both  parents  died 
and  are  buried  in  Xew  Milford. 

Hexry  L.  MoRF.norsE.  the  last  named,  now  of 
Meriden,  received,  in  his  native  town  of  X'^ew  Mil- 
ford, a  common-school  education.  This  was  sup- 
plemented by  a  course  at  Eastman's  P>usiness  Col- 
lege at  Poughkeepsie,  X'.  Y.,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1866.  After  this  he  learned  the  trade 
of  carpenter  and  builder  in  P>ridgeport.  with  Mr. 
Dykeman.  and  established  himself  in  business  as  a 
contractor  in  Bridgeport.  In  1869  he  removed  his 
business  to  X'ew  Haven,  and  in  1872,  located  in 
Meriden,  where  he  has  ever  since  carried  on  building 
operations  under  contracts,  and  has  erected  many  of 
the  residences  and  business  structures  of  that  citv, 
including  St.  Laurent's  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
the  high  school  building,  and  other  notable  struct- 
ures. He  commands  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the 
community,  of  which  he  is  the  leading  contracting 
builder.  While  not  an  office  seeker,  Mr.  Morehouse 
takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  public  affairs,  local 
and  general,  and  supports  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  'He  is  a  member  of  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church,  is  domestic  in  habit  and  taste, 
though  ready  to  contribute  of  time  and  means  in 
furthering  any  plan  for  the  general  welfare. 

In  1869,  ^Ir.  Morehouse  was  married  to  Miss 
Mattie  C.  Wright,  daughter  of  Charles  D.  Wright, 
of  East  Haddam,  Conn.  She  died  at  her  home  on 
Wilcox  avenue  in  1895,  3""^  ^^'^^  buried  in  East  Had- 
dam Cemetery.  She  was  a  member  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  a  devoted  wife,  kind  mother,  and  charitable. 
Christian  neighbor.  Her  children  were  four  in 
number.  The  eldest,  Allison  F.,  was  educated  in 
Meriden,  engaged  in  business  with  his  father,  and 
is  now  president  of  the  Morehouse  Brothers'  Com- 
pany, builders  of  the  City.  Andrew  C,  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  same  company,  was  educated  in 


his  native  city  and  learned  the  building  business  with 
his  father.  Mattie  C.  and  Franklyn  arc  among  the 
valued  members  of  Meriden  society. 

ABXER  WARXER.  one  of  the  representative 
farmers  and  prominent  citizens  of  Hamden,  X'ew 
Haven  county,  was  born  in  that  town,  (j)ct.  31,  1842, 
upon  the  farm  which  originally  belonged  to  his 
grandfather,  Jonah  Warner,  who  was  the  first  of 
the  family  to  locate  thereon.  He  followed  the  join- 
er's trade  throughout  life  and  was  a  devout  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  twice 
married,  his  first  wife  being  Alma  Peck,  bv  whom 
he  had  two  children :  Alma ;  and  Wealthy,  wife  of 
Chester  Gaylord.  For  his  second  wife  he  married 
Olive  Sanford,  and  to  them  were  born  nine  children, 
namely :  Lizzie,  wife  of  Alfred  Doolittle ;  Maria, 
wife  of  Seymour  Doolittle,  a  brother  of  Alfred; 
Lithia,  wife  of  Silas  Hotchkiss ;  Miranda,  who  died 
unmarried;  Eliza;  Abner;  Minor;  Zelas :  and  Har- 
lev.  The  grandfather  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
eight  years,  and  his  wife  was  over  eighty  at  the  time 
of  her  death. 

Abner  Warner,  Sr.,  the   father  of  our  subject, 
was  also  a  native  of  Hamden,  and  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation.     He  was  a  very  hard  working  man  and 
prospered  in  business  affairs.     He  was  a  great  fox 
hunter,  and  that  sport  furnished  his  chief  source  of 
enjoyment.     Religiously  he  was  a  faithful  member 
of  tiie   Methodist  Episcopal   Church,  and  took   an 
active  part  in  its  work.     He  wedded   Miss   Mary 
Bradle\%  and  to  them  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren :     Bradley,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years ;  Minerva,  wife  of  Bennett  Doolittle ;  Cyrus, 
a  resident  of  Woodbridge,  Conn. ;  Frederick,  who 
.  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years ;  Albert,  who  acci- 
'  dentally  shot  himself  while  out  hunting  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years;  Miranda,  wife  of  Orrin  ^Nlun- 
son,  of  Hamden ;  Chauncey.  who  died  at  the  age  of 
;  fifty-six  years;  and  Abner,  our  subject.     The  father 
'  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years,  the  mother  at 
'  the  age  of  eighty-two,  honored  and  respected  by  all 
who  knew  them. 

■  Abner  Warner  was  reared  upon  the  old  home- 
'  stead,  his  education  being  obtained  in  the  common 
I  schools  of  the  neighborhood.     He  did  not  leave  the 

parental  roof  until  long  after  the  death  of  his  father 
and  mother,  as  he  purchased  the  home  farm,  and 

■  there  continued  to  reside  until  1889,  when  he  went 
to  Centerville,  Conn.,  and  engaged  in  the  meat  busi- 
ness for  one  year.  From  there  he  removed  to  Ham- 
den Plains,  where  he  followed  farming,  and  was  also 
interested  in  the  milk  business  until  1894.  when  he 
purchased  the  Enoch  Bassett  farm  of  thirty  acres 
in  the  town  of  Hamden,  carrying  on  the  dairy  busi- 
ness there  until  the  spring  of  1899.  He  then  to'k 
up  his  residence  in  the  house  which  he  had  erected 
on  a  part  of  the  Bassett  farm,  on  Whitnev  avenue. 

;  opposite  Whiting  Park,  and  here  he  successfully 
j  engaged  in  market  gardening  and  the  poultry  busi- 
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ness  until  the  fall  of  1901,  when  he  moved  to  Beth- 
any, Conn.,  where  he  now  owns  the  "William 
Lounsbury,  2d,  farm." 

On  April  3,  1863,  ]\Ir.  Warner  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Laura  A.  Hitchcock,  and  to 
them  has  been  born  a  daughter,  Elsie  M.,  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  State  Normal  School  of  New  Britain, 
Conn.,  who  has  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  in 
the  schools  of  West  Haven  for  five  years.  Mr. 
Warner  affiliates  with  the  Prohibition  party,  and  for 
thirty-five  years  has  been  an  active  member  of  the 
Methodist  "Episcopal  Church,  and  has  served  as  su- 
perintendent of  the  Sundav  school.  Both  his  wife 
and  daughter  were  members  of  the  same  church, 
and  Mrs.  Warner  has  been  an  efficient  teacher  in  the 
Sunday  school.  A  public-spirited  and  progressive 
citizen,  Mr.  Warner  takes  a  deep  interest  in  every- 
thing pertaining  to  the  public  welfare,  and  never 
withholds  his  support  from  any  enterprise  which  he 
"believes  will  prove  of  benefit  to  his  town  and  county. 

"  JAMES  SA^IUEL  ELTON,  son  of  John  Prince 
Elton,  was  born  in  Waterbury  Nov.  7,  1838,  and 
was  educated  at  Rev.  C.  W.  Everest's  School  in 
Hamden  and  at  Gen.  Russell's  Military  School  in 
New  Haven.  In  1863,  after  a  brief  apprenticeship 
with  the  American  Pin  Co..  and  in  New  York,  he 
engaged  in  business  in  his  native  town  and  has  been 
responsibly  connected  with  the  Waterbury  Brass  Co. 
from  that  time  to  the  present.  On  the  death  of  Jos- 
eph C.  W^elton,  in  1874,  he  was  elected  his  successor 
in  the  presidency,  a  position  which  he  has  continued 
to  fill  with  much  wisdom  and  efficiency.  He  is  :i 
director  of  the  American  Brass  Co..  the  New  Eng- 
land Watch  Co..  the  Oakville  Co.,  Blake  &  John- 
son, the  Waterbury  National  Bank  (of  which  his 
father  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  the  second 
president),  and  several  other  business  corporations. 

Mr.  Elton  is  an  officer  and  active  member  of  St. 
John's  Episcopal  Church,  the  managing  trustee  of 
the  Hall  "Church  Home"  fund,  a  director  of  St. 
'Margaret's  Diocesan  School,  the  Waterbury  Hos- 
pital and  the  Silas  Bronson  Library  and  an  efficient 
supporter  of  the  charitable  and  semi-charitable  in- 
stitutions of  the  citv. 

In  1881  Mr.  Elton  was  made  the  nominee  of 
his  party — the  minority  party  in  the  district —  for 
State  Senator,  and.  having  been  elected,  served 
his  constituents  with  abilitv  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly in  1882  and  1883. 

On  Oct.  28,  1863.  James  S.  Elton  married  Char- 
lotte, daughter  of  Hiram  Steele,  of  East  Bloom- 
field,  N.  Y.  They  had  one  son.  John  Prince,  who 
was  bom  June  20,  1865,  is  a  graduate  of  Trinity 
College  and  is  now  treasurer  of  the  Waterbury 
Brass  Co.     Mrs.  Elton  passed  away  May  8.  1899. 

EDWIN  HOLT  ENGLISH,  son  of  the  late 
Charles  L.  and  Harriet  (Holt)  English,  was  born 
in  New  Haven.  Conn..  Sept.  28,  1854.  In  his  youth- 
ful davs  he  attended  French's  Private  School,  and 


subsequently  he  prepared  for  College  at  Hopkins 
Grammar  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
the  class  of  1871.  Pie  entered  Yale  with  the  class 
of  1875,  but  ill  health  prevented  the  completion  of 
his  course.  After  leaving  college  he  went  to  Ko- 
komo,  Ind.,  and  there  entered  the  employ  of  Calvin 
Gallup  &  Co.  ( in  which  firm  his  father  was  a  part- 
ner), wholesale  dealers  ;in  hardwood  lumber. 
He  remained  in  the  West  two  or  three  years,  and 
then  he  returned  to  New  Haven.  In  1876  Charles 
L.  English  retired  from  the  firm  of  English  &  Holt, 
and  Edwin  H.  succeeded  to  his  father's  interest  in 
the  business,  the  firm  name  of  English  &  Holt  being 
retained  until  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Holt,  July  i, 
1897,  when  it  was  changed  to  E.  H.  English  &  Co. 

On  Oct.  5,  1882.  Mr.  English  married  Miss 
Lucy  W.  Kellogg,  second  daughter  of  Hon.  Stephen 
W.  Kellogg,  of  Waterbury.  Immediatelv  after  his 
marriage,  he  and  his  wife  spent  several  months 
traveling  in  Europe  and  the  East. 

During  the  last  four  years  of  his  life  Mr.  Eng- 
lish suffered  greatly  from  ill  health,  lung  trouble 
having  developed.  While  facing  and  fighting  with 
great  pluck  and  courage  a  fatal  disease,  he  was  ever 
at  the  head  of  his  larp-e  business  interests,  retaining 
even  in  hours  of  weakness  and  suffering  the  active 
control  of  its  management.  Mr.  English  was  a 
man  of  exceeding  worth,  a  man  of  strong  and  cer- 
tain ability,  a  man  sure  and,  reliable.  He  enter- 
tained no  doubt  as  to  his  position  upon  matters  under 
discussion,  and  had  no  timiditv  in  stating  his  views. 
Those  who  knew  him  and  even  those  who  met  him 
casually  liked  and  respected  him.  In  national  poli- 
tics he  was  a  Republican,  and  was  in  favor  of  gold 
monometalism,  of  moderate  protection  and  muni- 
cipal reform.  He  was  interested  in  and  endorsed  in- 
ter-collegiate foot  ball  and  athletics  in  general.  In 
religious  connection  he  was  a  member  of  Center 
Church,  and  socially  he  belonged  to  Quinnipiac 
Club.  Mr.  English  was  a  director  in  the  Merchants 
National  Bank.  C.  Cowles  and  Co.,  and  the  New 
Haven  Colony  Historical  Society,  and  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
April  I.  1878.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  English  had  a  family 
of  eight  children.  Their  first  child.  Lucia  Hosmer, 
was  born  April  16,  1884,  and  died  May  22,  1892. 
The  other  children  are  as  follows:  ^Marguerite 
Griswold,  born  Feb.  11,  1886;  Stephanie  Kellogg, 
born  Aug.  2-2,  1887:  Charles  Leverett.  born  Oct.  20, 
1888;  Harriet  Holt,  born  Oct.  21,  1800:  Edwin  Holt, 
born  Jan.  16.  1893;  Katharine  Atherton.  born 
Dec.  27.  1894;  and  Frank  Kellogg,  born  Feb. 
28,  1898.  Mr.  English  passed  away  at  his  home 
No.  390  Prospect  street.  New  Haven.  Oct.  6.  1899. 

ELI  COE  BIRDSEY.  One  of  Meriden's  best 
known  and  highly  respected  citizens,  is  Eli  Coe 
Birdsey,  whose  distinguished  ancestry,  both  paternal 
and  maternal,  reaches  far  back  beyond  the  settle- 
ment of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

On  the  maternal  side,  through  the  family  of  Gov. 
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Thomas  Welles,  who  was  governor  of  the  Colony 
during  the  years  1655  and  1658,  he  traces  through 
many  titled  gentlemen  in  both  France  and  England 
to  the  year  929.  .\mong  these  was  Simon  dc 
Welles,  who  was  one  of  the  Crusaders  during  the 
third  Crusade  in  Palestine,  and.  although  it  is  im- 
possible to  obtain  a  positive  knowledge  of  his 
achievements  in  the  Holy  Land,  it  is  historical  that 
'"he  was  in  the  siege  of  St.  Jean  d'  Acre  during  the 
year  1191  with  Richard,  Coeur  de  Lion,  and  had  a 
special  grant  of  arms  bv  the  king,"  a  copy  of  which 
'*s  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Birdsev,  of  Meriden. 

The  Birdsey  family  is  among  the  earliest  im- 
planted in  Connecticut.  John  Birdsev,  a  native  of 
Reading,  Berkshire,  England,  came  to  Boston, 
Mass.,  in  1636,  bringing  or  accompanying  his  adult 
sons.  He  settled  at  ^Iilford,  Conn.,  in  1639,  and 
was  one  of  the  first  planters  there  and  died  in  1649. 
It  is  supposed  that  he  had  sons,  Edward,  Joseph  and 
John. 

John  Birdsey  (2),  son  of  John,  was  born  in 
1616,  and  died  in  Stratford,  Conn.,  April  4,  1690, 
having  married  Philippa,  daughter  of  Rev.  Henry 
Smith.  Their  daughter,  Joanna,  bom  Nov.  18, 
1642,  married  Timothv  Wilcoxson. 

John  Birdsey  (3),  son  of  John  (2),  was  born 
March  28.  1641,  and  died  July  9,  1697.  He  mar- 
Phoebe  \\'ilcoxson,  Dec.  11.  1669.  His  will  is 
found  in  Fairfield.  His  children  were :  Hannah, 
born  Feb.  5.  1671,  married  Isaac  Beach;  Mary,  born 
in  November,  1675,  died  June  17,  1691  ;  Sarah,  born 
May  9,  1678,  and  died  in  1679:  Abel,  l>orn  Nov.  30, 
1679,  ^"d  died  June  8,  1704:  Joseph,  born  Feb.  22, 
1681,  and  married  first  Sarah  Thompson,  and  sec- 
ond Tabitha  \\'alker ;  Elizabeth,  born  Oct.  21,  1685, 
died  in  1692,  and  Dinah,  born  in  1688,  married  first 
Benjamin  Beach,  and  second  Samuel  Norton. 

Alyel  Birdsey,  son  of  John  (3),  a  native  of  Strat- 
ford, .Conn.,  died  ]May  14,  1747.  His  first  wife, 
Comfort,  was  a  daughter  of  John  Welles,  a  grand- 
daughter of  John  Welles,  and  a  great-granddaughter 
of  Thomas  Welles.  She  died  June  29,  1717,  and 
Feb.  25,  1718,  he  married  Mrs.  Mercy  Dunton,  of 
Hempstead,  Long  Island.  The  latter  died  Feb.  6, 
1763.'  The  children  of  the  first  marriage  were: 
Mary,  born  March  31.  1705;  Elizabeth,  born  Dec. 
17,  1706,  married  Benjamin  Curtis ;  Johanna,  born 
Oct.  17,  1708;  Phoebe,  born  Sept.  9,  1710;  John, 
born  Sept.  26,  1712:  Eunice,  born  in  Jan.  1715; 
Comfort,  born  in  ]\Iay,  1717,  and  Samuel.  The 
children  of  the  second  marriage  were :  William, 
born  Feb.  20,  1720;  Sarah,  bom  July  20,  1722,  mar- 
ried Ephraim  Lewis;  Abel,  born  Jan.  4,  1724;  and 
Thomas,  born  Sept.  5,  1727. 

John  Birdsey,  son  of  Abel,  of  Stratford  and 
Middletown,  Conn.,  died  June  5,  1798.  It  is  prob- 
able that  he  was  twice  married,  as  the  Stratford 
records  speak  of  his  wife,  Hannah,  while  the  Mid- 
dletown records  give  her  name  as  Sarah.  It  is 
possible  also  that  his  first  two  children.  Benjamin 
and  Gershom  were  twins,  as  records  are  confused 


about  them,  and  the  father's  will  mentions  them  to- 
gether as  of  the  same  age,  although  they  died  before 
he  did.  The  baptism  of  Benjamin  is  given  as  occur- 
ing  in  May,  1734,  and  that  of  Gershom  in  1735. 
They  are  supposed  to  have  been  the  children  of 
Hannah.  The  Middletown  records  give  the  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Gershom,  born  Nov.  21,  1734, 
John,  born  March  16,  1736;  Mary,  born  April  16, 
1738;  Sarah,  bom  April  2,  1740;  Eunice,  born  Dec. 
20,  1742;  Abel,  born  Feb.  23,  1745;  David,  born 
May  12,  1748,  and  Seth,  bom  Oct.  13,  1751.  The 
will  of  John  Birdsey  was  proved  Sept.  24.  1798,  at 
Middletown,  and  on  Dec.  15,  Elisha  H.  Birdsev,  of 
Middletown,  and  John  Curtis,  of  Newtown,  began 
proceedings  to  appeal  from  the  order  of  the  Middle- 
sex Probate  Court  to  the  Superior  Court.  In  the 
distribution  ordered  April  29.  1799,  the  heirs  of 
Benjamin  and  Gershom,  received,  their  portions. 
After  trial  of  the  appeal  and  numerous  legal  pro- 
cedures, which  reduced  the  estate  from  $18,268.57 
to  $16,510.12,  the  distribution  was  finally  made  May 
25,  i8or. 

Gershom  Birdsey,  son  of  John,  of  Middletown, 
died  Nov.  17,  1789.  His  marriage  according  to  the 
'  family  records  was  to  Hannah  Bartlett,  on  Nov.  12, 
1772,  although  the  Middletown  records  place  it  one 
year  earlier.  Their  children  were :  Eunice,  bom 
]\Iarch  12,  1773:  Samuel,  born  Feb.  12,  1775.  and 
married  Betsey  Cravell :  Gershom,  bom  Dec.  29, 
1776,  married  Lucy  Coe,  born  March  7,  1779. 

Gershom  Birdsey  (2),  of  Middletown  and  Meri- 
den, died  in  the  latter  place  March  13.  1865.  His 
wife,  Lucy  Coe,  was  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Eli  Coe, 
and  was  bom  in  1779  and  died  in  1863.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Eli  Coe,  born  Dec.  21,  1709,  married 
Rebecca  Cooke  Wilcox,  and  died  Oct.  9,  1844;  Julia, 
born  June  4,  1802,  died  unmarried:  Alanson,  born 
Nov.  26,  1806.  married  Clarissa  Wilcox,  and  died 
June  17,  1881  ;  Delia,  born  March  8,  1812,  married 
Orsamus  Crocker,  and  died  Oct.  8,  1862;  Edwin, 
born  April  3,  1816,  married  Lavinia  Maria  Bailey, 
and  Lucv  J.,  born  Feb.  6,  1824,  married  William  J. 
Ives. 

Eli  Coe  Birdsey,  of  Meriden.  son  of  Gershom 
(2),  was  one  of  the  best  known  citizens  of  Meri- 
den, where  he  died  in  1844,  and  was  buried  in  East 
cemetery.  For  manv  years  he  was  a  leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church  in  which  he  was  a  deacon, 
and  was  a  man  who  possessed  the  confidence  of  his 
fellow  citizens  to  such  a  degree  that  he  was  called 
upon  frequently  to  act  as  a  banker  at  a  time  when 
there  were  no  such  financial  institutions  in  [Meriden. 
Mr.  Birdsey  was  long  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business,  and  was  well  known  for  his  honest  and  up- 
right methods.  In  politics  he  was  a  JefTersonian 
Democrat,  and  he  faithfully  served  the  town  both  as 
clerk  and  selectman.  He  was  married  on  June  3, 
1824,  to  Rebecca  Cooke  Wilcox,  bv  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Miller,  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Meriden. 
The  three  children  born  to  this  marriage  were: 
,  Linus,  born  Apr.  13.  1825,  married  first  Vincey  Ann 
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iMiller,  second  Julia  Davis,  and  resides  in  Meriden ; 
Alina,  born  Sept.  25,  1826,  married  John  Ives,  and 
died  March  13,  1855;  and  Eli  Coe,  who  was  born 
Dec.  23,  1843. 

Eli  Coe  Birdsey  (2)  was  only  eig^ht  months  of 
age  when  he  lost  his  father.  His  education  was  ob- 
tained in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town  and 
later  an  academic  course  was  taken  in  Pierce  Acad- 
emy, in  Middlelwro,  Mass.  His  residence  is  still 
in  the  old,  colonial  mansion  that  has  been  his  home 
from  his  birth.  'His  beginning  in  the  mercantile 
line  was  with  his  brother,  Linus,  who  at  that  time 
was  conducting  a  general  store,  and  the  youth  re- 
mained for  a  period  of  four  years  with  him  as  clerk. 
Then  he  embarked  in  the  hardware  business,  in  as- 
sociation with  Wallace  A.  Allies,  on  East  Main 
street,  in  Meriden,  on  the  corner  of  Center  street, 
which  has  been  a  landmark  for  residents  of  this 
pleasant  city  for  the  past  thirty-three  years.  When 
Mr.  Miles  later  withdrew  from  the  firm,  Mr.  Frank 
S.  Foster  became  a  partner,  the  firm  stvle  being 
Birdsey  &  Foster,  and  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Pos- 
ter, the  firm  name  became  Birdsey  &  Raven,  Mr. 
John  F.  Raven  becoming  the  new  member  of  the 
firm. 

Among-  the  active  citizens  of  Aleriden,  Mr.  Bird- 
sey is  known  as  a  most  energetic,  clear-headed  and 
progressive  man  of  atifairs.  Devoted  to  mercantile 
pursuits  he  has  steadily  refused  all  political  prefer- 
ment. During  the  existence  of  the  Aleriden  Mer- 
chants' Association  he  was  its  capable  secretary,  and 
upon  the  organization  of  the  Aleriden  Board  of 
Trade,  he  was  elected  secretary  as  well  as  a  director, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  vice-presidents  of  the  State 
Board  of  Trade  of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Birdsey  is  an  honored  member  of  the  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution,  a  member  of  the  Con- 
necticut Historical  Society  of  Hartford,  and  the 
Home  club,  of  Meriden.  It  is  in  the  Masonic  order, 
■however,  that  he  has  become  most  prominent,  hav- 
ing been  closely  identified  with  it  since  1864.  He 
was  made  a  blaster  Mason  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  in  Meridian  Lodge,  Xo.  jy.  and  for  several 
years  was  its  secretary.  Subsequently  Center  Lodge 
No.  97,  was  organized  near  his  home,  and  he  became 
a  charter  member,  and  served  his  lodge  as  secretary-, 
junior  warden  and  senior  warden,  and  for  manv 
years  as  trustee  and  treasurer.  In  1865,  he  became 
a  member  of  Keystone  Chapter,  Xo.  2/,  R.  A.  M.. 
and  held  several  official  positions  in  this  body,  and 
in  1866  he  was  knighted  in  X'ew  Haven  Command- 
ery,  X'o.  2,  and  during  1869  assisted  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  widely-known  St.  Elmo  Commandery, 
No.  9,  of  Meriden,  of  which  he  was  a  charter  mem- 
ber, and  the  first  Generalissimo.  There  were  only 
the  requisite  number  (9)  of  Knights  Templars  in 
Meriden,  to  perfect  this  organization,  therefore,  in 
order  to  devote  more  time  to  his  Commandery  and 
many  business  interests,  Mr.  Birdsey  was  con- 
strained to  decline  the  election  of  worshipful  master 
in  his  lodge  and  further  advancement  in  his  chapter. 


In  1872  Mr.  Birdsey  became  Eminent  Commander, 
and  in  1878  Grand  Warden  of  the  Grand  Command- 
ery of  Connecticut,  and  was  rapidly  promoted  until 
his  election  as  Grand  Commander  in  1884.  His 
administration  of  Templar  affairs  in  Connecticut 
was  greatly  to  his  credit  and  most  serviceable  to  the 
Order,  tlis  address  before  the  Grand  Commandery 
at  its  annual  conclave  in  Xew  Haven,  on  March  17, 
1895,  ■^^'^■s  characterized  by  excellent  sense,  intelli- 
gent discernment  and  a  true  Alasonic  spirit.  It  was 
eminently  a  business  document,  dealing  in  a 
straightforward  way  with  the  various  matters  dis- 
cussed. 

Mr.  Birdsey  has  been  honored  in  the  Order  as 
Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Con- 
necticut, since  October,  1894,  and  also  as  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  Connecticut  Association  of  Past 
Grand  Commanders  since  its  organization  in  18S8, 
and  holds  the  same  position  in  the  New  England 
Association  of  Past  Grand  Commanders,  having 
been  unanimously  elected  at  the  organization  of 
that  body.  'His  influence  in  the  financial  affairs  of 
the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  is 
acknowledged  by  the  honor  of  apoointment  as  a 
member  of  the  committee  on  Finance,  which  posi- 
tion he  has  held  for  several  terms  and  he  has  been 
the  chosen  secretary  of  that  committee. 

There  being  no  Scottish  Rite  bodies  in  his  native 
town,  Mr.  Birdsey  holds  his  membership  in  E.  G. 
Storer  Lodge  of  Perfection,  the  Elm  City  Council 
and  the  X^ew  Haven  Chapter  of  Rose  Croix,  all  of 
the  city  of  Xew  Haven,  and  in  Lafayette  Con- 
sistory of  Bridgeport.  He  is  also  the  Grand  Repre- 
sentative of  the  Grand  Commanderv-  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  near  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Con- 
necticut. The  thirty-third  and  last  degree  was  giv- 
en to  him  at  Philadelphia,  on  Sept.  19,  1899,  when 
he  was  received,  welcomed  and  proclaimed  a  Sover- 
eign Grand  Inspector  General  of  the  Ancient  Ac- 
cepted Scottish  Rite  and  enrolled  an  honorary  mem- 
ber of  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  X'orthern  Juris- 
diction of  the  United  States  of  America.  This 
high  honor  was  richly  deserved  as  a  fitting  recog- 
nition of  a  long  and  active  Masonic  career,  earnest- 
ly devoted  to  the  interests  of  all  Masonic  bodies. 
One  of  Mr.  Birdsey's  most  cherished  possessions 
is  a  souvenir  Masonic  emblem  which  was  left  to 
him,  at  his  death,  by  his  attached  friend,  Frederic 
A.  Spencer  of  Waterbury. 

Air.  Birdsey  was  married,  in  1864,  to  Miss 
Catherine  Butler,  who  was  born  in  Meriden,  and 
was  a  daughter  of  Lyman  and  Alary  Ann  (Clark) 
Butler,  and  a  granddaughter  of  the  late  John  Butler, 
who  was  so  well-known  in  this  locality  as  "Uncle 
John."  Air.  Birdsey  is  noted  for  his  honesty  of 
purpose  and  high-minded  integrity.  With  pleasure 
he  enjoys  the  companionship  of  his  fellows,  and  he 
has  a  clear  head,  a  well  cultivated  mind  and  a  warm 
heart,  and  is  devoted  to  his  friends  who  are  many, 
not  only  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  but  through- 
out the  countrv. 
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BURNUM  WEBSTER  FRAXCIS  is  one  of 
tlie  leading-  business  men  of  Cheshire,  New  Haven 
county,  where  he  is  engaged  in  house  painting, 
graining,  whitewashing,  paper  hanging  and  glazing, 
iind  is  a  dealer  in  paper,  mouldings,  paints  and  oils, 
while  at  present  he  is  also  giving  some  attention  to 
fanning.  A  native  of  this  county  he  was  born  in 
IMeriden  Feb.  22,  1840,  a  son  of  Frederick  A.  and 
Jcannette  (Hall)  Francis. 

Cyrus  Francis,  his  paternal  great-grandfather, 
was  a  major  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  in  a 
liand-to-hand  conflict  had  to  brain  his  opponent  in 
order  to  preserve  his  own  life.  The  grandfather, 
Appleton  Francis,  was  a  soldier  of  the  Mexican 
war.  He  was  born  in  Meriden  but  was  reared  in 
Kensington.  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life  as  an  agriculturist.  He 
^vas  the  father  of  the  following  children  :  Herbert ; 
Charlotte;  Frederick  A.,  father  of  our  subject;  and 
'Catharine,  wife  of  Almon  Ives,  of  Cheshire. 

Frederick  A.  Francis  was  born  in  Berlin.  Hart- 
ford county,  in  1801,  and  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Kensington.  Throughout  life  he  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming.  At  one  time  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  militia.  In  Wallingford,  this 
county,  he  married  Miss  Jeannette  Hall,  a  native 
of  that  town,  who  died  in  Meriden  in  1844.  and  he 
<lied  in  1845.  I"  their  family  were  four  children: 
Harriet,  who  married  William  Powers,  and  died  in 
Meriden;  Jeannette.  wife  of  Amos  Tuttle,  of  North 
Haven,  Conn. ;  Frederick,  the  inventor  and  origina- 
tor of  the  system  of  burning  coal  in  engines,  who 
lived  in  Xew  Britain  but  died  in  X'ew  Haven ;  and 
Burnum  W. 

During  his  bovhood  and  youth  our  subject  at- 
tended school  in  ^leriden  and  Xew  Britain,  Conn. 
Coming  of  a  verv  patriotic  and  loyal  family  which 
has  been  well  represented  in  the  wars  of  this  country, 
he  espoused  the  cause  of  the  Union  during  the  Re- 
bellion and  enlisted  in  1862  at  Bristol,  Conn.,  in  Co. 
K,  i6th  Conn.  V.  I.,  and  was  mustered  into  the 
United  States  service  at  that  place  Aug.  5,  1862. 
He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Antietam  and  Fred- 
ericksburg, the  siege  of  SutYolk,  and  at  Plymouth, 
X".  C,  was  taken  prisoner,  being  confined  in  Ander- 
sonville  for  eight  long  months.  He  was  finally  ex- 
changed at  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  taken  to  the  pa- 
role camp  at  Annapolis.  ]Md.  He  remained  in  the 
service  until  the  war  ended  and  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1865.  Mr.  Francis 
then  made  his  home  in  Bristol,  Conn.,  until  com- 
ing to  Cheshire,  in  1884,  since  which  time  he  has 
successfully  engaged  in  his  present  business. 

In  Bristol,  in  1865.  ^Iv.  Francis  was  married  to 
^liss  Helen  Blakeslee,  who  died  in  Hartford  county 
in  1882,  and  in  Cheshire  he  was  again  married,  in 
1888,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Harriet 
Humiston,  a  native  of  Cheshire,  and'  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Rhoda  (Xichols)  Humiston.  Her  father 
died  in  that  town  in  1856,  her  mother  in  1806.  Po- 
litically Mr.  Francis  is  a  Republican  and  he  is"  now- 


most  creditably  serving  his  sixth  year  as  justice  of 
the  peace  in  Cheshire.  He  was  one  of  the  charter 
members  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at  Bristol,  and  in 
days  of  peace,  as  in  times  of  war,  has  shown  \\\\\\- 
self  to  bo  a  worthy  and  loyal  citizen,  true  to  the  best 
interests  of  his  country. 

CHARLES  E.  HART  stands  high  among  the 
substantial  business  men  and  valuable  citizens  of 
Xew  Haven,  where  he  is  considered  a  representative 
d'ealer  in  his  line.  His  unassuming  and  pleasant ' 
personality  has  made  him  as  popular  personally  as 
he  is  reliable  commercially. 

]Mr.  Hart  was  born  April  2,  1843,  in  the  town 
of  Durham,  Conn.,  and  comes  from  one  of  the  old 
and  honorable  families  of  Xew  England,  and  one 
of  the  very  oldest  in  Connecticut,  he  being  a  repre- 
sentative in  the  seventh  generation  from  Deacon 
Stephen  Harf,  who  was  the  progenitor  of  this  fam- 
ily in  America.  His  line  is  from  Deacon  Stephen 
through  Thomas,  Hawkins.  Samuel,  Samuel  (2), 
and  William  Augustus. 

(I)  Deacon  Stephen  Hart,  born  about  1605, 
at  Braintree,  County  of  Essex,  England,  came 
thence  to  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  about  1632, 
and  is  supposed  to  have  belonged  to  the  company 
that  settled  Braintree,  ]\Iass.  He  located  for  a  time 
at  X'^ewtown  (now  Cambridge),  where  he  married 
and  where  his  first  wife  died.  For  his  second  wife 
he  married  Margaret  Smith,  widow  of  Arthur 
Smith.  Mr.  Hart  was  one  of  the  fifty-four  settlers 
at  Cambridge,  Mass..  later  went  to  Hartford  with 
the  company  of  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  in  1635,  and 
was  one  of  the  original  proprietors  in  1639.  At 
Cambridge  he  had  been  a  member  of  Mr.  Hooker's 
church  and  continued  a  member  at  Hartford.  In 
1672  he  became  one  of  the  eighty-four  proprietors 
of  Farmington,  Conn.  In  1647  he  was  a  deputy  to 
the  General  Court  of  Connecticut,  and  continued  to 
serve  as  such  during  most  of  the  succeeding  years 
up  to  1660,  from  the  town  of  Farmington.  At  the 
latter  place  he  was  one  of  the  seven  pillars  of  the 
church,  and  was  chosen  the  first  deacon.  An  ex- 
tensive farmer,  he  became  a  man  of  influence,  and 
was  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  town.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  1683,  his  widow  dying  in  1693. 

(II)  Thomas  Hart,  son  of  Deacon  Stephen, 
was  born  in  1644,  and  married  Ruth  Hawkins,  who 
was  born  in  1649,  i"  Windsor,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of 
Anthony  Hawkins,  a  man  of  distinction  in  Farming- 
ton,  whose  wife  was  the  daughter  of  Gov.  Welles, 
of  Connecticut.  Mr.  Hart  served  as  ensign,  lieuten- 
ant and  captain  of  the  trainband.  ]\Ir.  Hart  and 
John  Hooker  were  the  two  most  prominent  men  of 
the  town,  and  conspicuous  in  the  Colony,  being  men 
of  wealth,  activity  and  usefulness.  From  i6qo  to 
171 1  he  represented  the  town  in  the  General  Court, 
for  twenty-nine  sessions,  and  he  was  several  times 
clerk  and  speaker.     Capt.  Hart  died  in  1726. 

(III)  Hawkins  Hart,  son  of  Capt.  Thomas,  was 
born  in  1677,  in  Farmington,  and  was  a  farmer.  He 
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married,  in  1701,  Sarah  Lathrop,  who  was  born  in 
1683,  daug-hter  of  Xathaniel  and  Sarah  Lathrop,  of 
WalHngford.  They  Hved  for  a  time  in  Farmington, 
and  then  removed  to  Walhngford,  where  ]\Irs.  Hart 
died  in  1733.  Mr.  Hart  then  married  Alary  Street, 
.daughter  ot  Rev.  Joseph  Elliott,  and  his  second  wife 
Mary  (Willys),  of  Guilford,  the  latter  a  daughter 
of  Hon.  Sanniel  Willys,  of  Hartford.  !\Ir.  Hart 
held  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  and  represented  \\'all- 
ingford  in  the  General  Court  nine  sessions,  between 
1714  and  1732.    He  died  in  1735. 

(IV)  Samuel  Hart,  son  of  Lieut.  Hawkins,  born 
in  1735,  in  Wallingford,  married,  in  1759,  at  Dur- 
ham, Conn.,  Abridget  Fowler,  and  settled  on  a  farm 
in  that  town ;  this  farm  was  part  of  a  tract  of  land 
which  had  been  given  to  Rev.  Joseph  Eliot  by  the 
Colonial  Legislature,  for  preaching  the  election  ser- 
mon. Both  he  and  his  wife  were  taken  into  full 
church  communion  in  1771.  Air.  Hart  held  the  rank 
of  lieutenant  in  the  Continental  Army  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  was  wounded  at  the  battle 
of  Saratoga,  after  which  he  drew  a  pension.  His 
death  took  place  Jan.  12,  1805,  and  his  widow  passed 
away  Nov.  26,  1827. 

(V)  Samuel  Hart  (2),  son  of  Lieut.  Samuel, 
was  bom  July  12,  1770,  and  was  baptized  in  Dur- 
ham, Conn.  On  March  3  ,  1803,  he  married  Patience 
Hubbard,  who  was  born  in  August,  1772,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Eber  and  Patience  (Chittenden)  Hubbard. 
Mr.  Hart  was  a  farmer.  living  on  his  father's  home- 
stead, and  was  an  industrious  man.     He  died  Dec. 

25,  1857,  'his  widow  surviving  until  March  15, 
1864. 

(VI)  William  Augustus  Hart,  son  of  Samuel 
(2),  was  born  April  26,  1806,  at  Durham,  Conn., 
and  was  well  known  to  the  residents  of  Xew  Haven, 
Middletown  and  Durham,  as  he  carried  on  a  butch- 
ering business  in  these  towns,  and  also  kept  a  coun- 
try store  on  the  old  homestead.  He  married  Sally 
Maria  Jones,  daughter  of  John  Jones,  of  Xorth  Mad- 
ison, and  the  children  of  'this  union  were  .as  fol- 
lows:  Elizabeth  H.,  born  May  17,  1831,  married 
Charles  E.  Camp,  of  Middlefield,  Conn. ;  Franklin 
H.  was  born  xA.pril  29,  1834  (he  is  mentioned  else- 
where) ;,  Mary  E..  born  July  10,  1836,  is  deceased; 
William  Lewis,  born  Dec.  28,  1838,  is  residing  in 
Brighton,  Ohio  (he  served  as  private  in  the  First 
Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery  in  the  Rebellion)  ;  El- 
len M.,  born  March  11,  1841,  married  Isaac  Hall,  of 
Wallingford,  and  both  are  deceased';  Charles  E.,  our 
subject,  was  born  April  2,   1843;  F-  J--  ^^^^  Feb. 

26,  1845,  "°w  ^  resident  of  Joplin,  AIo.,  was  during 
the  Civil  war  a  lieutenant  in  the  looth  U.  S.  Col- 
ored Regiment,  previous  to  which  he  had  served 
as  a  private  in  the  First  Connecticut  Regiment, 
Heavy  Artillery;  Catherine  S.,  born  Aug.  to,  1849, 
lives  in  Durham,  Conn. ;  Alice  L.,  born  April  19, 
1852,  is  an  artist  in  Boston,  Mass.  The  parents  of 
this  family  died  in  Durham.  Conn.  They  were  hon- 
ored members  of  the  South  Congregational  Church, 
and  Mr.  Hart  was  deacon  in  the  same.     Air.  Hart 


was  noted  for  his  strict  total  abstinence  from  all 
kinds  of  intoxicants,  and  for  his  firm  stand  on  the 
subject  of  intemperance. 

Charles  E.  Hart  was  born  on  a  farm  that  had 
been  in  the  family  since  the  time  of  Rev.  Joseph 
Eliot.  He  spent  his  early  school  days  in  Durham, 
and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  came  to  New  Haven  to 
work  as  a  clerk  in  the  establishment  of  Horace  H. 
Strong,  which  stood  on  the  site  of  Mr.  Hart's  pres- 
ent place  of  business,  on  State  street.  On  Aug.  2, 
1862,  Air.  Hart  enlisted  in  Company  I,  15th  Conn. 
V.  I.  In  1864  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  first 
lieutenant,  in  the  109th  United  States  Colored  In- 
fantry, and  just  before  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee 
he  was  promoted,  in  A  larch,  1865,  to  the  rank  of 
captain.  In  Alarch  of  the  following  year  he  was 
mustered  out  of  the  service  at  Louisville,  Ky.  Air. 
Hart  was  in  service  for  nine  months  in  Texas,  at 
the  time  Alaximilian  made  his  raid  along  the  border. 

On  his  return  from  the  army  Air.  Hart  engaged 
in  the  market  business  with  his  brother,  William 
Lewis,  at  Wellington,  Ohio,  for  about  four  months. 
Coming  back  to  New  Haven,  he  became  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Strong,  Hart  &  Co.,  and  later  became 
a  member  of  Frisbie  &  Hart,  of  New  Haven,  the 
members  being  John  Frisbie  and  C.  E.  Hart.  This 
partnership  lasted  until  1866,  when  Charles  E.  Hart 
engaged  in  business  alone  for  a  year.  Then  he  be- 
came a  member  of  C.  E.  Hart  &  Co.,  which  organi- 
zation consisted  of  our  subject,  R.  H.  Nesbit  and 
W.  E.  Judd,  and  continued  until  1894,  when  the  C. 
E.  Hart  Co.,  a  corporation,  was  formed.  C.  E.  Hart 
became  president  and  treasurer,  and  W.  A.  Hart, 
his  son,  became  secretary.  Af  r.  Hart  has  been  at  his 
present  location  since  1886. 

Air.  Hart  is  a  member  of  Admiral  Foote  Post, 
G.  A.  R.,  and  is  an  enthusiastic  Grand  Army  man ; 
is  a  member  of  the  New  York  Commandery  of  the 
Loyal  Legion ;  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion ;  the  Sons  of  Temperance,  with  which  he  be- 
came connected  in  1861  ;  and  Hiram  Lodge,  A.  F. 
&  A.  AI.  He  is  a  member  of  the  official  board  of 
the  Davenport  Congregational  Church.  Genial  and 
hearty  in  disposition,  he  is  welcomed  wherever  he 


goes. 


Mr.  Hart  was  married  in  New  Haven,  Feb.  12. 
1870,  to  Belle  F.  Burns,  of  New  Haven,  and  two 
children  have  been  born  to  this  union,  Edith  AI.  and 
William  A.  William  A.  is  an  attorney  in  New  York, 
having  graduated  from  Yale  in  1897,  after  which 
he  studied  law  in  Harvard  and  the  New  York  Law 
School.  Aliss  Edith  AI.  lives  at  home.  The  family 
residence  is  at  No.  19  Warren  street.  New  Haven. 

HERAIAN  HESS,  whose  name  is  familiar  to 
the  people  of  Aleriden  as  that  of  a  man  who  has 
ser^-ed  them  for  fifteen  years  as  city  and  town  clerk 
and  registrar  of  vital  statistics,  comes  of  German 
parentage,  and  was  born  in  Aleriden  April  4,  1861. 

Frederick  Hess,  his  father,  was  born  in  the 
Grand     Duchv     of     Hessen-Darmstadt,     Germany, 
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where  he  spent  his  early  life,  coming  to  the  United 
States,  however,  before  he  had  reached  his  majority. 
lie  located  in  Meriden  and  was  among  the  first  of 
l,ic  nationality  to  settle  in  this  section  of  the  State. 
J''inviing  employment  as  a  burnisher  in  the  works  of 
the  Meriden  Britannia  Co.,  he  was  there  actively  en- 
gaged all  his  life.  Noted  for  his  industry  and  in- 
tegrity, he  had  many  friends,  and  was  held  in  general 
respect.  In  political  affairs  he  was  a  Democrat,  but 
he  never  was  an  office-seeker.  In  August,  1861,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  H,  6th  Conn.,  V.  I.,  Col.  John 
L.  Chatfield  and  Capt.  Henry  Bibel  being  his  com- 
manding officers.  The  following  March  he  was 
discharged  from  the  service  on  account  of  disabili- 
ties. The  death  of  this  worthy  gentleman  occurred 
in  May,  1898,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in  the 
East  cemetery.  In  religious  connection  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Fraternally  he 
prized  his  membership  in  Merriam  Post,  No.  8,  G. 
A.  R.,  Meriden. 

Frederick  Hess  was  married  in  the  city  of  New 
York  to  Miss  Johanna  Yobke,  a  native  of  Germany. 
She  died  in  1872,  and  was  buried  in  the  East  ceme- 
tery. A  good  wife  and  mother,  she  was  a  good 
Christian  woman  and  a  devout  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  To  Air.  and  Mrs.  Hess  were 
born  three  children:  Herman,  Frank  and  Frances, 
the  last  named  now  the  wife  of  James  Story,  of 
New  Haven. 

Herman  Hess  was  afforded  somewhat  meager 
advantages  for  education  in  his  youth.  He  attended 
the  district  school  until  he  was  eleven  years  of  age, 
when  he  became  a  cash  boy  in  the  mercantile  estab- 
lishment of  W.  H.  Babb,  in  Meriden,  beginning  at 
a  salary  of  $2.50  a  week.  There  he  was  employed 
five  years,  meantime  devoting  much  time  to  study 
at  home  nights,  bringing  his  education  up  to  a 
more  practical  standard.  In  1877  he  obtained  a 
situation  with  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hart- 
ford Railway  Co.,  with  which  he  spent  five  years  as 
a  clerk,  being  one  year  in  the  ticket  department  and 
four  years  in  the  freight  office  at  ]\Ieriden  and  New 
Haven.  In  1882  he  secured  a  position  as  bookkeeper 
with  the  Meriden  Malleable  Iron  Co.,  and  held  same 
five  years.  Since  September,  1900,  he  has  been  a 
director  of  the  Meriden  National  Bank. 

In  1883  Mr.  Hess  was  elected  city  auditor  to 
fill  a  vacancy.  In  October,  1886,  he  was  elected 
town  clerk  and  registrar  of  vital  statistics,  and  in  the 
same  year  was  made  city  clerk.  For  fifteen  years  he 
has  continued  to  fill  these  offices  with  credit  to  him- 
sdf  and  satisfaction  to  the  public.  His  first  elec- 
tion was  as  a  Democrat,  but  since  1892  he  has  been 
the  nominee  of  both  parties.  Hb  is  a  genial  and 
popular  gentleman,  thoroughly  efficient,  and  in 
every  way  an  honorable  and  upright  man. 

Mr.  Hess  is  well  versed  in  Alasonic  lore,  be- 
longing to  St.  Elmo  Commanderv,  No.  9,  K.  T., 
and  to  Pyramid  Temple,  A.  A.  O.'  N.  M.  S. ;  he  is 
also  a  member  of  Meriden  Center  Lodge,  No.  68, 
I.  O.  O.  F. ;  the  K.  of  P. ;  the  R.  A. ;  the  B.  P.  O.  E. ; 
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and  the  American  Order  of  Foresters.    He  and  his 
family  are  members  of  the  Universalist  Church. 

Mr.  Hess  was  married  May  28,  1883,  to  Eugenia 
De  Crosby  Pomeroy,  who  was  born  in  Meriden,  a 
daughter  of  Norman  W.  and  Ruth  Ann  (Norwood) 
Pomeroy,  and  a  granddaughter  of  the  late  Noah 
-Pomeroy.  They  have  had  two  children,  Raymond 
Pomeroy  and  Ruth  Imogene,  the  latter  deceased. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hess  are  people  of  much  refinement 
and  evident  culture,  and  the  latter  belongs  to  one 
of  the  oldest  families  in  this  part  of  Connecticut. 

ALBERT  BARNES  MATHER,  A.  M.,. super- 
intendent of  the  public  schools  of  Meriden,  where 
for  a  third  of  a  century  he  has  been  prominent  in 
educational  matters  and  a  useful  citizen,  is  one  of 
the  leading  educators  of  the  State. 

Prof.  Mather  was  born  July  13,  1845,  ^t  Fair- 
field, N.  Y.,  a  son  of  Jairus  and  Eliza  (Jones) 
Mather,  and  is  a  descendant  in  the  eighth  generation 
from  Rev.  Richard  Mather,  who  came  to  New 
England  in  1635,  stoppmg  for  a  time  in  Boston,  and 
going  thence  to  Dorchester,  Mass.  Rev.  Mr.  Mather 
was  a  native  of  England,  born  in  1596  in  Lowton, 
Winwick  Parish,  of  Toxeth  Park,  son  of  Thomas 
and  grandson  of  John  Mather,  both  of  Lowton. 
Rev.  Richard  Alather  married  (first)  in  1624  Cath- 
erine, daughter  of  Edmund  Holt,  of  Bury,  who  died 
in  1655,  and  he  married  (second)  in  1656  Sarah 
Story,  widow  of  Rev.  John.  Cotton.  He  died  at 
Dorchester  in  1669,  and  his  wife,  Sarah,  in  1676. 

From  Rev.  Richard  :\Iather  Prof,  ^father's  line- 
age is  through  Timothy,  Atherton,  William,  Will- 
iam (2),  jMoses  and  Jairus  iNIather. 

(II)  Timothy  Mather,  son  of  Rev.  Richard,  the 
emigrant  settler,  born  in  1628,  in  Liverpool,  Eng- 
land, married  (first)  Catherine,  daughter  of  Major 
Gen.  Humphrey  Atherton,  and  (second)  March  20, 
1678-79,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Amiel  Weeks.  As 
a  farmer  he  settled  in  Dorchester,  Mass.,  and  died 
in  1684. 

(III)  Atherton  Mather,  son  of  Timothy,  born  in 
1663.  married  (first)  in  1694  Rebecca  Stoughton,. 
daughter  of  Thomas,  and  (second)  in  1705  Mary 
Lamb,  of  Roxbury.  When  a  young  man  Mr. 
Mather  settled  at  VVindsor,  Conn.  He  removed  in 
1712  to  Suffield,  Mass.,  which  in  1752  became  a 
part  of  Connecticut,  and  was  there  a  prominent 
and  useful  man  and  citizen.  For  four  years  he  was 
a  deputy  from  the  town  to  the  General  Court  at 
Boston.     He  died  in  1734. 

(IV)  William  Mather,  son  of  Atherton,  born 
in  1698  in  Windsor,  Conn.,  married  in  1821  Silence 
Butolph,  daughter  of  Daniel  Butolph,  of  Simsbury, 
Conn.,  and  lived  in  Suffield. 

(V)  William  Mather  (2),  son  of  William,  was 
bom  April  25,  1735,  in  Suffield,  and  later  was  of 
Marlboro,  Vt..  and  Fairfield,  N.  Y.  He  married 
(first)  April  10,  1760,  Helen  All\-n  Talcott,  daugh- 
ter of  Peletiah  Allyn ;  she  died  in  1770,  and  he  mar- 
ried (second)  Martha  Dickinson,  who  died'  May  29, 
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1809.  Mr.  Mather  died  in  Fairfield,  N.  Y.,  May  22, 
1810. 

(VI)  Moses  ]\Iather,  son  of  William  (2),  born 
Feb.  I,  1774,  in  Suffield,  Conn.,  was  later  of  Marl- 
"boro,  Vt.,  and  Fairfield,  N.  Y.  He  married  June 
19,  1799,  Sarah  Dresser,  who  died  Nov.  15,  1863. 
Mr.  Mather  died  Dec.  20,  1832.  Their  children, 
all  born  between  1802  and  1819,  inclusive,  were: 
William,  Jairus,  Jacob  D.  and  ^vlartha. 

(VII)  Jairus  Mather,  son  of  jNIoses,  born  Aug. 
23,  1819,  at  Fairfield,  N.  Y.,  marrifd  July  30,  1844, 
Eliza  Jones,  and  to  the  marriage  came  children  as 
fellow's:  Albert  Barnes,  born  July  13,  1845; 
Charles  Jairus,  born  Oct.  22,  1847,  who  married 
Dec.  21,  1875,  IMary  B.  Getman,  and'  died  Alarch 
28,  1884;  Laura  ^Vlaria,  born  Feb.  7,  1850;  and 
Prederick  Dresser,  born  June  20,  i860. 

Albert  Barnes  IMather,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  received  his  primary  education  and  was 
prepared  for  college  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
town.  He  was  graduated  with  honors  from  Am- 
herst College  in  1868,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same 
jear  located  in  Meriden,  Conn.,  having  been  placed 
in  charge  of  the  Meriden  High  School  for  one  term. 
Following  this  he  was  given  charge  of  the  schools 
of  the  Corner  District  of  the  same  city,  and  from 
that  time  to  this  has  been  identified  with  its  schools. 
Prof.  Mather  is  an  intelligent  and  enthusiastic  edu- 
cator, and  is  well  and  favorably  known  in  this  line 
of  work  throughout  the  State  and  beyond  State 
lines.  Since  1898  he  has  been  the  superintend- 
ent of  the  Meriden  schools.  He  has  been  presi- 
dent of  the  State  Teachers'  Association,  and  of 
the  State  Council  of  Education,  and  is  a  member  of 
Phi  Beta  Kappa.  He  has  been  a  prominent  mem- 
"ber  of  the  Scientific  Association,  of  which  he  has 
served  as  an  officer  for  a  decade  or  more,  and  is  a 
Knight  Templar  iSIason,  and  for  a  dozen  years  or 
more  was  recorder  of  St.  Elmo  Commandery,  of 
Meriden.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Home  Club, 
and  has  served  as  its  president,  and  is  clerk  of  St. 
Andrew's  Episcopal  Parish.  He  is  a  popular  and 
genial  gentleman. 

On  Feb.  27,  1887,  Mr.  Mather  was  married  to 
Anne  Wylie,  daughter  of  Dr.  Wylie,  late  of  Mer- 
iden. 

•  DAVID  STEARN  STEVENS  was  for  many 
years  prominently  identified  with  the  printing  in- 
dustry of  New  Haven  county,  and  made  for  himself 
an  honorable  record  in  business.  He  was  pro- 
gressive, reliable  and  energetic,  and  won  the  con- 
fidence and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact,  in  either  business  or  social  life.  He  now 
makes  his  home  in  Northford. 

The  first  of  the  Stevens  family  of  whom  we 
have  any  authentic  record  was  Rev.  Timothv  Stev- 
ens, a  native  of  Bristol,  Wales,  who  came  to  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  when  a  young  man.  and  was  the  first 
Congregational  minister  at  Glastonbury,  being  or- 
■dained  in  October,  1693.     He  died  April  16,  1725. 


His  son,  Joseph,  born  in  Hartford,  in  1705.  was 
the  father  of  Elisha  Stevens,  who  was  born"  in 
Glastonbury,  in  1752,  and  married  Agnes  Kimberly. 
Their  son,  Milton  Stevens,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a  native  of  Hartford  county,  and  died 
in  Prospect,  New  Haven  county,  when  our  sub- 
ject's father  was  quite  small.  He  had  three  chil- 
dren: Henry;  Mary,  wife  of  Timothy  Fowler,  of 
New  Haven ;  and  David  S. 

David  Stearn  .Stevens,  Sr.,  our  subject's  father, 
was  born  July  14,  1823,  in  Prospect,  and  there  mar- 
ried Eliza  Benjamin,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
six  years,  leaving  the  following  children:  Albert 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty-six  years ;  Alice,  born 
Aug.  17,  1849,  married  Jared  Bassett,  of  North 
Haven,  and  is  now  deceased ;  Eliza  Seneca,  born 
March  3,  185 1,  is  the  wife  of  H.  Maltby,  of  North- 
ford;  Henry,  born  May  7,  1855,  married  Ella 
Augur,  a  sister  of  Watson  D.  Augur,  and  lives  in 
Wallingford;  David  S.,  our  subject,  is  the  next  in 
order  of  birth ;  and  Agnes  G.,  born  Oct.  4,  1859,  is 
the  wife  of  Watson  D.  Augur,  of  North  Branford. 
For  his  second  wife  the  father  married  Frances 
Hart,  of  Ouinnipiac,  town  of  North  Haven,  and  to 
them  were  born  two  children:  Fannie,  wife  of  Lea 
Revere,  and)  Peter,  both-  residents  of  Millenbeck, 
Va.  When  a  young  man  the  father  moved  to 
Quinnipiac,  where  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  spoons,  silverware,  etc.,  until  1869,  when  he 
sold  his  business  there  and  came  to  Northford, 
town  of  North  Branford,  where  he  continued  to 
manufacture  silverware  for  some  years.  In  1881 
he  removed  to  Lancaster  county,  Va.,  where  he  pur- 
chased property  and  lived  in  retirement  for  some 
time,  and  died  in  1895,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two 
years. 

On  the  maternal  side  our  subject  traces  his  an- 
cestry back  to  Samuel  Benjamin,  who  was  married, 
in  1731,  to  Elizabeth  Boswick,  and  in  1754  removed 
from  Stratford  to  Hartland,  Conn.  His  children 
were  John,  Patty,  Asher  and  Samuel.  The  last 
named  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  en- 
listing from  Hartland,  in  June,  1776,  for  one  year, 
under  Capt.  Woodbridge.  He  married  Rachel  Hol- 
comb,  of  Granby,  and  to  them  were  born  three  chil- 
dren:  David,  who  married  Rachel  Moore,  and 
lived  in  Southwick,  Mass. ;  Eleazer,  father  of  Eliza ; 
and  Samuel,  who  married  Asenath  Holcomb,  and 
lived  in  Granby,  Conn.  Eleazer  Benjamin  married 
Polly  Case,  of  Simsbury,  Conn.,  and  to  them  were 
born  the  following  children:  Rachel,  born  Aug. 
18,  181  r,  married  Dr.  Russell  H.  Tiffany,  of  Can- 
ton, Conn.,  and  died  April  23,  1863;  Abigail,  born 
Feb.  I,  1813,  married  Anson  Holcomb,  of  Simsbury, 
and  died  Jan.  18,  1890;  Polly,  born  Feb.  10,  1815, 
m.arried  Charles  P.  Clark,  of  East  Granby,  Conn., 
and  (lied  Dec.  16,  1892;  Mariette,  born  Nov.  28, 
1817,  died  Sept.  13.  1819;  Mariette,  born  May  21, 
1821,  died  unmarried  Sept.  14,  1853;  Eliza',  the 
mother  of  rur  subject,  was  born  Jan.  i,  1824,  and 
died  Sept.  8,   i860;  DeWitt  Clinton,  born  June  4, 
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1826,  went  to  California  as  a  gold  seeker  in  1849, 
and  is  still  a  resident  of  Georgetown,  that  State ; 
{•'.Icazer,  born  Jan.  6,  1828,  died  Dec.  25.  1850;  and 
Scott,  born  Oct.  26,  1830,  died  October,  1853. 

David  S.  Stevens,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Quinnipiac. 
town  of  Xorth  Haven,  April  4,  1857,  and  for  tbree 
\ears  was  a  student  at  Gen.  Russell's  Institute, 
in  New  Haven,  and  two  years  at  Durham  Academy. 
Soon  after  the  completion  of  his  education  he  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  the  card  printing  industry — a 
business  that  was  soon  afterward  taken  up  by  scores 
of  firms  throughout  Connecticut,  depending  for 
sales  upon  newspaper  advertising"  and  the  mail  order 
svstem  of  delivery.  He  was  the  first  to  engage  in 
this  business  extensively.  Beginning  as  he  did  in 
a  corner  of  his  father's  silverware  factory,  with  a 
^mall  press,  he  increased  his  business  by  continual 
application  and  the  use  of  original  methods,  to  an 
establishment  occupying  three  floors  and  employing 
from  seventy-five  to  eighty  hands.  Owing  to  vari- 
ous causes  the  business  in  time  lost  patronage,  and 
after  twenty-two  years  of  successful  operation  Mr. 
Stevens  discontinued  it.  In  connection  with  his 
]:)rinting  business  he  dealt  extensively  in  novelties, 
scrap  pictures,  etc.,  and  in  a  single  year  imported 
950.000  worth  of  scrap  pictures  alone. 

On  Oct.  9,  1879,  Mr.  Stevens  married  Miss 
( "lara  Iloadley  ^Nlaltby.  a  daughter  of  Chapman 
Maltby  and  granddaughter  of  Julius  2\Ialtby,  na- 
tives of  Xorthford.  She  is  the  fourth  in  order  of 
birth  in  a  family  of  eight  children,  the  others  being 
Harrictte;  Flora  Belle,  wife  of  John  M.  Dutton,  of 
Hamden,  Conn. ;  Arthur,  a  resident  of  Wallingford  ; 
Robert,  who  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business 
in  Seattle,  Wash. ;  W'ilbert,  who  is  connected  with 
a  coffee  house  at  Plainfield,  X.  J. ;  Douglass  Fowler, 
a  resident  of  Alatawan,  a'.  J. ;  and  Mary  Irene,  who 
<lied  at  the  age  of  twenty  years.  'Sir.  Stevens  and 
his  wife  have  five  children,  whose  names  and  dates 
of  birth  are  as  follows :  Douglass  Maltbv,  Sept. 
4.  1880:  Clififord  Fleetwood,  July  8.  1885  ; 'Wilbert 
I'>enjamin,  Dec.  3,  1886;  David  Stearn,  Julv  23, 
1888;  and  tiara  Margaret,  Dec.  31,  1889.  The  eld- 
est son  is  a  graduate  of  the  normal  school  at  Blooms- 
burg,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevens  are  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  give  liberally  to  its  support, 
and  politically  he  is  an  ardent  Republican.  In  1899 
he  most  efiticiently  represented  his  town  in  the  State 
Legislature,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Railroad 
Committee.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Second  Com- 
pany, Governor's  Foot  Guards.  Courteous,  genial 
well-informed,  alert  and  enterprising,  he  stands  to- 
day one  of  the  leading  men  of  his  town — a  man  wlio 
is  a  power  in  the  community. 

AUGUSTUS  HOWARD  JOXES,  who  is 
named  in  honor  of  the  pilot  who  first  brought  the 
steamer  "Great  ILastern"  into  X'ew  York  harbor, 
was  born  in  the  city  of  X^ew  York  Dec.  21,   1851. 

Joseph  Jones,  his  father,  was  born  in  Wales,  of 


which  country  his  father  was  also  a  native.  Joseph 
Jones  was  reared  in  his  native  country,  and  learned 
the  trade  of  scroll  sawyer.  '  Being  a  natural  genius, 
he  could  successfully  turn  his  hand  to  almost  any 
kind  of  mechanical  labor.  Before  attaining  his  ma- 
jority he  crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  spent  some  time 
at  Quebec,  Canada.  Thence  he  went  to  Xew  York, 
where  he  followed  his  trade.  His  death  was  caused 
by  septicaemia,  brought  on  by  the  bite  of  a  dog,  and 
his  body  was  deposited  in  Greenwood  cemeter}-, 
Brooklyn.  While  living  in  Quebec  he  married 
}^Iartha  Jackson,  also  a  native  of  Wales,  who  passed 
her  last  days  in  Meriden  tenderly  cared  for  in  the 
home  of  her  son  whose  name  begins  this  article ; 
her  last  resting  place  is  in  Greenwood  cemetery,  be- 
side the  remains  of  her  husband.  They  had  six 
children,  namely  :  William,  who  died  in  Xew  York  ; 
X'athaniel,  a  mechanic,  who  also  died  in  X'ew  York; 
Jane,  wife  of  William  Luckey,  of  ^leriden ;  Au- 
gustus Hov/ard :  Walter,  a  citizen  of  Meriden;  and 
an  infant  that  died  unnamed. 

Augustus  H.  Jones  was  deprived  of  a  father's 
care  at  the  early  age  of  nine  years.  He  continued 
to  attend  school  until  twelve  years  old,  and  then 
entered  a  store,  where  he  might  earn  somethinsr  to 
aid  in  his  maintenance.  Anxious  to  secure  an  edu- 
cation, he  attended  a  night  school  while  discharg- 
ing his  duties  in  the  store  by  day.  At  the  end  of 
three  years  he  left  this  employment  in  order  to  give 
a  year's  time  exclusively  to  study.  Having  a  natural 
taste  for  mechanics,  he  determined  to  master  a  trade, 
and  secured  a  position  in  a  brass  foundry  where  his 
brother,  X'athaniel,  was  a  foreman,  serving  an  ap- 
prenticeship of  four  and  one-half  years.  For  the 
first  six  months  he  received  as  compensation  three 
dollars  per  week.  Being  energetic  and  ambitious, 
he  soon  made  himself  valuable  to  his  employer,  and 
during  the  next  year  he  was  paid  ten  dollars  weekly. 
In  time  he  became  highly  expert  as  a  coremaker, 
and  his  salary  for  the  succeeding  years  was,  re- 
spectively, fifteen,  twenty  and  thirty  dollars  per 
week.  After  completing  his  trade  he  worked  one 
year  as  a  contractor  in  the  manufacture  of  locks. 

In  1867  Mr.  Jones  came  to  Aleriden  and  spent 
the  two  years  succeeding  as  foreman  in  the  brass 
foundry  of  the  Bradley  &  Flubbard  Manufacturing 
Co.,  making  gas  fixtures  and  similar  articles.  He 
then  started  a  small  brass  foundry,  but  at  the  end 
of  two  weeks  he  received  such  a  flattering  offer 
from  his  former  employers  that  he  sold  out  to  them 
and  made  a  five-years  contract  to  resume  his  former 
position.  He  continued  in  a  responsible  relation 
with  this  concern  until  1S82,  when  he  assisted  in 
organizing  the  Foster  Hardware  Co.,  to  carry  on  the 
production  of  brass  goods.  In  1885  this  concern 
was  reorganized,  under  the  name  of  the  ^leridcn 
Bronze  Co.,  of  which  Mr.  Jones  became  president 
in  189T.  His  pluck  and  energy  were  admired  by 
the  older  manufacturers  of  Meriden,  who  often  ten- 
dered him  assistance,  and  he  continued  to  operate 
the    business    fourteen    vears.      The    financial    de- 
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pression  of  the  latter  part  of  the  nineteenth  century 
was  severely  felt  by  all  the  industries  of  Mericlen, 
and  Mr.  Jones  was  forced  .out,  with  a  loss  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  But  his  ambitious  spirit 
could  not  be  put  down,  and  he  began  business  again 
in  February,  190 1,  under  the  name  of  the  A.  II. 
Jones  Maiuifacturing  Co.,  and  is  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  novelties. 

Mr.  Jores  was  married,  in  ]\Icriden,  in  Januarv, 
1870.  to  Miss  Jennie  E.  Logan,  who  was  born  in 
Meriden,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  ^Margaret 
Logan,  both  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Jones  is  a  culti- 
vated ladv,  fit  companion  for  an  energetic  and  in- 
telligent man.  She  presides  over  their  modest  home 
with  that  ease  and  grace  which  betoken  good  breed- 
ing. Two  children  have  been  born  to  this  couple, 
of  whom  the  youngest  died  in  infancy.  The  other, 
William  H.  Jones,  is  associated  with  his  father  in 
business.  The  family  are  identified  with  the  First 
Congregational  Church. 

Of  genial  and  companionable  nature,  Mr.  Jones 
has  naturally  allied  himself  with  various  social  and 
fraternal  organizations  of  his  city.     He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Home  Club,  and  is  a  thirty-second-de- 
gree Mason,  affiliated  with    ■Meridian  Lodge,   Xo. 
yy,  A.  F.  &  A.  ^l. :  Keystone  Chapter,  Xo.  27,  R. 
A.  M. ;  Hamilton  Council,  Xo.  22,  R.  &  S.  ^l. ;  and 
St.  Elmo  Commandery,  Xo.  9,  K.  T.    In  politics  he 
is  a  stanch  Republican.     He  has  served  four  years 
j     as  a  member  of  the  Meriden  common  council,  and 
I     during  that  period  acted  on  the  committees  on  Fire, 
t     Sewers   and    By-laws.      He   served   for  two  years 
more  as  an  alderman,  and  was  mayor  pro  tem.  dur- 
ing the  last  year,  and'  chairman  of  Police,  By-laws 
and  Lamps  committees. 

ALBERT  H.  BARTLETT  was  for  about  twen- 
ty years  one  of  the  successful  building  contractors 
of  X'ew  Haven,  and  he  has  left  many  substantial 
evidences  of  his  skillful  and  thorough  work  in  that 
city  and  other  places  in  X'ew  Haven  county. 

Mr.  Bartlett  was  born  in  Xorthampton,  ^lass., 
a  son  of  Samuel  Bartlett.  The  father,  who  was 
also  a  contractor,  laid  out  all  the  roads  in  Xorth- 
ampton. Our  subject's  mother  was  engaged  during 
her  earlier  years  as  a  teacher.  Albert  H.  was  one 
of  fourteen  children,  several  of  whom  still  survive. 

Albert  H.  Bartlett  spent  his  youth  in  X'ew  Jer- 
sey, where  he  early  engaged  in  carpenvermg,  and  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  undertook  the  erection  of  two 
houses  at  \'ineland.  that  State.  About  1871  he  came 
to  Xew  Haven,  where  he  was  a  contractor  of  note 
until  his  death,  in  December,  1890,  putting  up  a 
large  number  of  houses.  Some  fine  residences  In 
Orange  street,  Xew  Haven,  in  Fair  Haven  and 
elsewhere  testify  to  the  grade  of  work  which  he 
executed,  and  his  financial  success  would  be  suf- 
ficient proof  in  itself,  having  been  gained  solely  on 
the  merits  of  his  work.  A  man  of  the  highest  honor 
and  strictest  integrity,  he  commanded  respect  for 
his  personal  qualities  no  less  than  for  his  business 


ability,  and  was  held  in  high  esteem  bv  the  large 
number  of  people  with  whom  he  came  into  dailv 
contact  in  his  busy  career.  His  shop  was  located 
on  the  present  site  of  the  Xew  England  Telephone 
Co.'s  building,  and  he  furnished  employment  to  a 
number  of  men.  I'Vaternally  Mr.  Bartlelt  was  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  (  in  which  he 
held  the  office  of  treasurer)  and  the  Xew  England 
Order  of  Protection.  He  was  a  Republican  in  po- 
litical affiliation. 

In  October,  1876,  Mr.  Bartlett  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Marion  Bird,  a  native  of  Brook- 
Ivii,  X.  Y.,  and  two  children  blessed  this  union: 
Frank  was  a  student  at  Yale  Law  School,  and  is  en- 
gaged in  business  in  Xew  Haven;  Alice  attended 
the  \\'esleyan  Academy  at  Wilbraham,  r^Iass.,  and 
is  now  devoting  herself  to  the  study  of  music.  The 
family  reside  in  a  comfortable  home  at  Xo.  312 
Orange  street,  Xew  Haven,  and  they  have  manv 
friends  in  the  city.  They  worship  at  the  Church  of 
the  Redeemer. 

CHARLES  "W.  S.  FROST,  M.  D.,  whose  sci- 
entific acquirements,  upright  character  and  devotion 
to  his  profession  have  given  him  a  leading  place 
among  the  physicians  of  Waterbury,  was  born  in 
that  city  Dec.  22,  1857,  a  son  of  Warren  S.  Frost, 
who  traces  his  ancestry  to  Samuel  Frost,  of  Eng- 
land. 

Samuel  IVost  came  to  America  from  the  mother 
country  in  1700,  and  on  March  21,  1733,  wedded 
Xaomi  Fenn,  of  Wallingford. 

David  Frost,  son  of  Samuel  and  Xaomi,  was 
born  in  Southington,  Conn.,  Sept.  16,  1743,  and 
died  Dec.  15,  1812.  During  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion he  was  a  soldier  in  the  Continental  army.  He 
married  ]Mary  Beach  Xov.  6,  1761,  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  Beach,  a  prominent  man  of  his  dav. 

Enoch  Frost,  son  of  David,  was  born  in  South- 
ington Jan.  8,  1765,  and  died  'May  27,  1822.  His 
entire  life  was  passed  as  a  farmer.  Anna  Culver 
was  his  wife  and  they  became  the  parents  of  six 
children :  Anna,  Stephen  C,  Selah,  Xancy,  Enoch 
\V.  and  Eunice. 

Selah  Frost,  the  Doctor's  grandfather,  was  !x)rn 
in  Waterbury  Feb.  2,  1798,  and  died  in  1848.  He 
was  engaged  as  a  merchant  in  Torrington.  His 
wife  was  Ursula  Brookcr  and  they  reared  a  familv 
of  two  children :  Mary  and  Warren  S.,  the  father 
of  the  Doctor.  !Mary  married  George  Mason,  who 
IS  now  deceased. 

Warren  S.  Frost  was  born  in  Torrington  Jan.  19, 
1827,  and  his  long  and  useful  life  was  terminated 
April  20,  1899.  He  married  Miss  Edna  J.  Spring, 
of  Collinsville,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Spring, 
who  was  born  in  Granby.  Conn.,  and  was  a  farmer 
and  wheelwright.  The  Springs  are  of  English  ex- 
traction and  the  first  representative  of  the  family 
on  the  American  shores  came  over  about  1680. 
l\\rs.  Edna  J.  Frost  died  Sept.  20,  1897,  ^rifl  is  re- 
membered as  a  woman  of  far  more  than  the  usual 
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ijifts  and  attractions.  Slie  was  a  good  wife  to  lier 
iiusband  and  a  wise  and  helpful  mother  to  her  chil- 
<lren.  Mr.  Frost  was  a  Republican  and  served  many 
years  in  the  Waterbury  common  council.  The  fam- 
ilv  were  all  connected  with  the  Congregational 
Church. 

Dr.  Charles  W.  S.  Frost  spent  his  boyhood  days 
in  Waterbury  where  he  acquired  his  elementary  and 
general  English  education  in  the  public  schools  and 
the  Waterbury  English  and  Classical  School.  He 
entered  Yale  ^ledical  School  in  1876  and  graduated 
from  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of 
New  York  City  in  1880.  His  vacations  were  spent 
in  the  hospitals  of  the  great  city,  and  soon  after  his 
|;;Taduation  he  came  to  Waterbury,  opening  an  office 
here.  The  summer  of  1880  marked  the  beginning 
of  a  singularly  successful  professional  career.  Dr. 
Frost  and  Miss  Jennie  G.  Davis  were  married  Feb. 
5.  1880.  By  this  union  was  born  one  daughter.  Edna 
J.  Dr.  Frost  was  again  married  Dec.  31,  1891.  to 
Mrs.  Minnie  L.  Ryder,  the  daughter  of  Leander 
Wright,  of  West  Ashford,  Conn.  Two  children 
have  been  born  of  this  union :  Barbara  and  Sela. 
The  Doctor  is  a  Republican  and  was  president  of  the 
"board  of  health  for  two  years,  of  which  he  has  been 
a  member  since  1887.  He  is  city  and  town  health 
officer  and  is  a  member  of  the  stafY  of  Waterbury 
Hospital.  Dr.  Frost  was  secretary  of  the  Water- 
bury Medical  Society  for  eleven  years  and  is  a  mem- 
Ijer  of  both  the  State  and  Countv  ^ledical  Societies. 
On  the  membership  roll  of  the  Masonic  fratemitv, 
the  K.  of  P.,  the  Red  Men.  the  R.  A.,  the  Hepta- 
sophs,  the  K.  O.  T.M..  the  O.  U.  A.  ^^L.  the  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution  and  several  social  organ- 
izations, such  as  the  Waterbury  Club  and  the  Golf 
Association,  the  name  of  Dr.  Frost  is  found :  and 
■wherever  he  appears  he  is  sure  to  be  a  welcome 
presence.  Dr.  Frost  is  a  member  of  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church  and  is  a  man  of  fine  character 
and  superior  professional   standing. 

-  CHRISTIAN  FISCHER,  one  of  Meriden's 
best  known  German-American  citizens,  and  the  ca- 
pable foreman  of  the  packing  department  of  the 
Bradley  &  Hubbard  Manufacturing  Co.,  was  born 
at  Biskirchen,  Rhine  Province,  Germanv,  April  27, 
1846. 

Henrv-  Christian  Fischer,  father  of  Christian, 
was  a  native  of  the  same  place,  and  was  well  edu- 
cated in  the  German  schools.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years,  according  lo  the  law  of  his  land,  he  en- 
tered the  Prussian  army,  joining  the  cavalry  branch 
of  the  service,  and  spent  three  years  in  defending 
his  countr»-.  Among  the  many  experiences  of  his 
army  life  was  an  expedition  upon  which  he  was 
sent  with  a  detail  to  capture  horses,  at  Wallachia, 
Roumania,  where  he  secured  a  mare  with  a  little 
colt.  He  kept  the  latter  for  himself  and  it  grew  to 
be  a  pet  of  the  family  for  many  years,  reaching  the 
age  of  fortv-four  years.  The  other  members  of  the 
:?amily  to  which  Henry  Christian  Fischer  belonged 


were :  Frank,  who  became  a  minister  in  the  Dutch 
Reformed  Church;  Frederick,  who  went  to  Paris 
and  was  there  during  the  Revolution  and  was  lost 
to  his  family  afterward  ;  and  Emma,  who  married! 
\  alonliiic  Konold,  came  to  America,  and  resides  ini 
Collinsville,  Conn.  By  trade  Mr.  Fischer  was  a: 
l)lacksmith  and  learned  his  work  at  his  father's 
foige.  For  many  years  he  carried  on  a  successful 
business,  reared  a  large  family  and  was  a  much  re- 
spected man.  His  death  was  caused  by  cramps  at- 
tacking him  when  bathing  in  a  river,  near  his  home, 
June  7,  1846.  His  marriage  was  to  Katharine  Zipp, 
in  Niederhausen,  Nassau,  Germany.  She  was  a 
most  estimable  woman,  a  devoted  wife  and  the 
mother  of  eight  children.  Both  parents  were  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church. 
The  children' were:  Katharine,  now  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  August  Pistorius,  of  Meriden  ;  Eliza- 
beth died  in  Germany,  the  wife  of  Frederick  Fischer, 
superintendent  of  a  factory  at  Ems,  who  died  from; 
heart  failure ;  Conrad,  who  died  in  Collinsville,! 
Conn.,  in  1894;  Ernestine,  who  married  Carl  Mon- 
tanus  and  lives  in  Germany  ;  Christina,  who  married. 
Emil  Weidig,  died  with  her  husband  from  asphyxia- 
tion in  Germany:  Louisa,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Louisa  (2)  was  the  second  wife  of  August  Pistor- 
ius;  and  lastly  Christian,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch. 

Christian  Fischer  received  an  excellent  German 
education  in  his  native  land  and  there  became  pro- 
ficient in  the  blacksmith  trade.  His  service  was  de- 
manded in  the  army  when  he  was  seventeen  years 
old,  but  he  decided  that  three  years  of  his  life  could 
be  better  spent  in  other  directions,  and'  with  this 
end  in  view  he  left  his  home  and  made  his  way  to 
Brem.en,  where  he  took  passage  on  a  sailing  vessel 
for  America,  arriving  in  New  York  in  December,  i 
1865. 

As  a  brother  was  already  located  at  Collinsville, 
Conn.,  the  young  German  lad  made  his  way  thither 
and  soon  secured  employment  at  his  trade  with  the 
Collins  Company,  and  there  he  remained  two  and 
one-half  years.  In  1868  Mr.  Fischer  came  to  Meri- 
den and  worked  in  the  machine  room  of  the  Bradley 
&  Hubbard  Manufacturing  Co.,  until  1869,  enter- 
ing then  the  shipping  department  of  the  business. 
For  a  period  of  thirty-four  years  he  has  satisfac- 
torily filled  the  position  of  foreman  of  this  import- 
ant department,  gaining  the  confidence  of  the  com- 
pany in  greater  degree  as  the  years  go  by,  and  they 
more  fully  realize  the  earnest  and  honest  service 
which  he  renders.  'Sir.  Fischer  is  gifted  with  the 
abilitv  which  all  do  not  possess,  by  which  he  is 
able  to  manage  his  department  in  a  thoroughly  sat- 
isfactory, orderly  and  economical  manner  with  the 
respect  of  his  assistants  and  to  the  benefit  of  his 
employers. 

On  September  24,  187c,  Mr.  Fischer  was  mar- 
ried, in  INIeriden,  to  Miss  Johanna  Maschmeyer, 
a  sister  of  August  Maschmeyer.  To  the  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fischer  five  children  have  been  Ijorn: 
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Heniy  Auj^ust.  Theodore  A.,  Augusta  A.,  Lillian 
L.  and  Catherine  E.,  all  of  whom  reside  at  home 
but  Theodore,  who  resides  at  Medford  Hillside, 
Mass.  While  Mr.  Fischer  has  a  tendency  to  lean 
toward  the  Democratic  party  in  politics,  he  de- 
clares himself  more  of  an  independent,  being  a  man 
of  intelligence  and  ability,  j^erfectly  capable  of  de- 
ciding the  merits  of  a  candidate,  or  to  measure  for 
himself.  During  1879  and  1880  he  was  a  member  of 
the  city  council  from  the  third  ward,  and  was  a 
member  of  several  important  committees.  Mr. 
Fischer  has  always  been  deeply  interested  in  the 
cause  of  education  and  he  was  the  first  Gemian  resi- 
dent of  Meridcn  to  call  a  meeting  to  look  toward 
the  establishment  of  a  German- American  school, 
and  was  one  of  the  trustees  of  this  institution  for 
six  years.  For  a  considerable  period  he  had  been 
a  trustee  of  the  West  school  district  before  the  con- 
solidation. jMr.  Fischer  has  been  a  member  of  the 
German  Aid  Society  for  thirty-two  years.  He  and 
family  are  all  members  of  the  Universalist  Church, 
active  in  its  work  in  every  direction.  All  his  life 
he  has  believed  in  progress  and  advancement  and 
lends  his  assistance  to  all  worthy  objects.  Mr. 
Fischer  enjoys  popularity  with  all  classes,  is  indus- 
trious and  upright,  and  a  man  who  is  devoted  to 
the  welfare  of  his  family.  To  him  Meriden  means 
home,  and  he  takes  an  interest  in  every  measure 
which  is  calculated  to  benefit  her  locally  or  abroad. 
Mr.  Fischer  has  added  to  the  beauty  of  the  city  by 
the  erection  of  a  fine  dwelling  place  on  Fourth  street, 
which  he  built  in  1875,  at  a  time  when  there  had 
been  little  building  on  that  street.  It  is  a  roof  un- 
der which  generous  hospitality  is  ofifered  to  the  hosts 
of  friends  who  are  made  welcome  by  Mr.  Fischer 
and  his  most  estimable  family. 

GEORGE  WTLLIAM  HEXRY  HUGHES.  A 
prominent  representative  of  an  old  and  most  hon- 
orable family,  which  has  been  conspicuous  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut  for  many  years,  is  George 
William  Henry  Hughes,  a  citizen  who  has  been 
identified  with  the  material  growth  of  New  Haven 
'for  a  long  period. 

Mr.  Hughes  was  born  in  Prospect,  Conn.,  Aug. 
28,  1848,  a  son  of  Reuben  Beecher  and  Harriet  ^I. 
(Sloper)  Hughes.  The  great-grandfather  of 
George  W.  H.  Hughes  was  sturdy,  honest  William 
Hues,  a  man  well  known  in  his  day  as  an  excellent 
farmer  and  respected  citizen.  Reuben  Hughes,  son 
of  William  Hues,  was  born  in  Southington,  Conn., 
and  early  in  life  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and 
joiner.  His  talents  lay  in  the  direction  of  inven- 
tion, and  he  displayed  remarkable  mechanical  skill. 
One  of  his  machines  intended  for  the  dressing  of 
flax  was  the  cause  of  his  losing  his  deft  right  hand, 
thus  probably  causing  many  of  the  excellent  ideas 
on  machinery  to  remian  within  his  fertile  brain. 
It  is  known  that  he  did  a  soldier's  duty  in  the  war 
of  181 2,  and  at  that  time  went  to  Xew  London,  and 
later  settled  in  Southbury,  Mass.     He  married  Jane 


Beecher,  who  belonged  to  the  celebrated  Beecher 
family,  which  traces  clear  ancestrv  as  far  back  as 
1(537  as  the  time  of  the  settlement'of  this  family  in 
Xew  England. 

Reuben  Beecher  Hughes,  a  son  of  Reuben,  who 
with  carefulness  and  accuracy  has  published  an  in- 
teresting record  of  the  Beecher  familv  and  connect- 
ing branches,  is  one  of  the  best-known  and  highly 
regardctl  citizens  of  Xew  Haven.  He  was  born  in 
Southbury,  Mass.,  Jan.  27,  1820,  in  the  first  house 
south  of  the  famous  White  Oak  Tree  on  the  Mitchell 
land.  This  now  beautiful  mansion  is  the  residence 
of  William  Beecher,  a  prominent  citizen  of  South- 
bury. Soon  after  this  date  Reuben  Hughes,  Sr., 
purchased  the  home,  lying  between  the  residences  of 
Ezra  Beecher  and  Xathaniel  Beecher,  south  of  the 
school-house.  Here  his  bovhood  davs  were  passed, 
attending  school  as  opportunity  offered,  and  assist- 
ing in  the  farm  work.  The  family  being  large, 
Reuben  also  worked  occasionally  for  the  neighbor- 
ing farmers,  but  in  1836  removed  to  Xew  Haven. 
Here  he  remained  four  years  with  Pernett  Booth, 
and  learned  the  trade  of  painter.  Just  about  the 
time  that  ^Nlr.  Hughes  was  prepared  to  conmience 
a  career  of  his  own  in  the  trade  he  had  mastered, 
there  fell  a  business  depression  over  the  countrv, 
and  then  began  the  musical  career  which  has  made 
Mr.  Hughes  famous.  Music  had  always  been  with 
him  a  passion,  and  upon  his  settlement  in  the  city 
he  had  connected  himself  with  several  church  choirs, 
and  now,  when  there  was  no  promising  outlook  in 
his  trade,  he  turned  his  musical  ability  to  good  ac- 
count. Mr.  Hughes  is  a  master  of  the  'cello,  trom- 
bone, string  bass,  ophicleide.  violin  and  other  in- 
struments, and  he  was  soon  recognized  as  a  su- 
perior teacher  of  band  music.  In  this  connection  it 
may  be  mentioned  that  many  of  the  members  of  his 
mother's  family  were  distinguished  musicians. 

A  natural  mechanic,  Mr.  Hughes  became  skilled 
in  many  lines,  was  an  excellent  shoemaker,  and 
learned  the  trade  of  toolmaker.  and  also  became  an 
expert  engineer,  and  subsequent  to  ibe  Civil  war 
made  tools  for  manufacturing  pistols,  cutlery,  clocks, 
gtms,  carriage  springs  and  many  other  articles.  For 
a  great  many  years  he  was  engineer  in  the  works 
of  the  Wheeler  &  Wilson  Company,  at  Bridgeport, 
Conn.,  and  was  toolmaker  for  the  Xew  Haven  and 
the  Waterbury  Clock  Companies. 

Prior  to  coming  to  Xew  Haven  Mr.  Hughes 
worked  at  shoemaking,  also  did  carpentering,  and 
at  the  same  time  cultivated  a  farm  which  he  owned 
at  Prospect,  living  there  for  a  period  of  nine  years. 
He  was  sent  to  the  Legislature  from  that  town,  for 
the  session  of  1849-50,  serving  also  as  justice  of  the 
peace,  tax  collector,  member  of  the  school  board 
and  lieutenant  in  a  military  companv. 

It  is  in  musical  circles  that  Mr.  Hughes  is  so 
widely  and  favorably  known.  For  fifteen  vears  he 
was  a  member  of  the  L'nion  City  and  Wheeler  & 
Wilson  celebrated  male  quartette,  also  the  Wheeler 
&  Wilson  Band,  was  a  member  of  the  Second  Com- 
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panv  Governor's  Foot  Guards  Band,  and  when  over 
si'vcntv-five  years  of  age  he  played  in  bands  and 
iiiarchfd  fifteen  miles.  In  Xaugatuck  he  had  charge 
oi  tlie  orchestra,  and  for  ten  years  led  the  choir 
in  tlic  Methodist  Church,  and  later  for  several  years 
ill  the  Congregational  Church,  living  in  this  place 
for  fifteen  years.  For  fifty  years  Mr.  Hughes  has 
|)cen  engaged  in  organizing  and  instructing  bands, 
orchestras  and  church  choirs.  In  1877  he  organized 
an  orchestra  for  the  benefit  of  the  New  Haven  City 
Missions,  conducting  it  for  twenty  years  free  of 
charge. 

Mr.  Hughes  is  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Redeemer  in  Xew  Haven,  and  in  his  earlier  years 
he  was  a  member  of  the  choir.  For  many  years 
his  orchestra  played  for  five  difl:'erent  services  every 
Sunday.  r\Ir.  Hughes  is  still  in  the  enjoyment  of 
vigorous  health,  and  presents  the  appearance  of  a 
man  not  over  sixty  years  of  age,  although  the 
records  show  the  almost  unbelievable  fact  that  he  is 
eighty-two.  On  his  trusty  wheel  he  sometimes 
covers  as  many  as  fifty  miles  a  day,  and  his  friends 
would  not  be  surprised  if  he  made  a  "century  run." 
A  man  of  high  order  of  talent,  he  has  always  fa- 
vored all  enterprises  that  in  combination  with  music 
work  for  the  uplifting  and  refining  of  the  city's  life. 

On  Dec.  31,  1840,  Reuben  Beeclier  Hughes  and 
Harriet  M.  Sloper  were  united  in  marriage.  She 
was  born  in  Bath,  England,  ^lay  i,  1821,  a  daugh- 
ter of  the  Rev.  Jacob  Sloper,  and  the  children  born 
to  this  union  were :  George  William  Henry,  born 
Aug.  28,  1S48,  and  Charlotte  Matilda,  born  Aug. 
14,  1858.  In  his  political  belief  Mr.  Hughes  has 
always  been  a  Republican,  but  has  not  in  late  years 
taken  any  active  interest  in  party  afifairs.  In  1882 
he  retired  from  mechanical  pursuits,  and  is  amply 
supported  by  the  income  derived  from  the  labors  of 
a  life  of  strict  temperance,  industry,  prudence,  econ- 
omy and  integrity,  and  is  now  able  to  enjoy  the 
fruits  resulting  from  such  a  life,  without  labor  or 
care.  ^  Mr.  Hughes  has  legions  of  friends  and 
myriads  of  acquaintances. 

WTiile  George  W.  H.  Hughes  was  still  a  child 
his  parents  removed  from  Prospect,  Conn.,  to 
Xaugatuck,  and  here  he  took  advantage  of  the  ex- 
cellent educational  opportunities  atTorded,  and  in 
the  high  school  w-as  under  the  instruction  of  the 
well-remembered  A.  X.  Lewis,  graduating  from 
this  school  in  1864.  The  musical  talent  which  was 
a  most  natural  inheritance  from  a  gifted  father,  soon 
displayed  itself  in  young  Hughes,  and  his  entrance 
into  the  business  world  was  as  a  tuner  of  organs 
about  twenty-five  years  ago.  Under  the  firm  style 
of  \  ogci  &  Hughes,  he  became  interested  in  the 
manufacture  of  organs,  in  Xorwich.  Conn.,  this 
enterprise  prospering  until  its  career  was  closed  by 
a  disastrous  fire  destroving  nearlv  all  cf  the  prop- 
erty of  the  firm. 

With  the  assistance  of  [Mr.  J.  W.  Huntington,  a 
financial  magnate,  Mr.  Hughes"  then  built  a  factory 
in  Xorwich,  and  until  the  (ieath  of  Mr.  Huntington, 


in  1879,  the  manufacture  of  organs  was  successfully 
carried  on  in  this  place.  Then  Mr.  Hughes  closed 
this  business  and  returned  to  Xew  Haven,  embark- 
ing in  the  coal  and  flour  trade  at  Xo.  34  Church 
street,  conducting  this  very  successfully  until  1891 
when  he  sold  this  business  and  organized  the  Rovalj 
Shoe  store,  which  one  year  later  he  gave  to  his 
cousin,  Harry  Hughes,  who  is  still  conducting  it. 

Mr.  Hughes  is  a  man  of  most  varied  talents, 
and  possesses  business  ability  of  a  superior  order. 
For  some  ten  years  he  has  been  actively  engaged 
in  the  real  estate  business,  and  in  1889  he  pur- 
chased an  interest  in  the  Hyperion  Theater,  in  this 
city,  and  with  his  partner.  Dr.  A.  E.  Winchell.  has 
improved  this  property  very  greatly.  It  had  been 
badly  managed  and  required  renovation  and  busi- 
ness tactics  to  place  it  upon  a  paying  basis.  Mr. 
Hughes  is  also  a  stockholder,  owning  a  controlling 
interest  in  a  corset  factory,  and  also  in  some  pros-l 
perous  patent  medicines,  outside  of  this  city.  Active] 
alert  and  energetic,  Air.  Hughes  has  long  been  a 
very  important  factor  in  the  business  life  of  Xe\\i 
Haven.  In  the  management  and  sale  of  real  estate 
he  has  been  far-seeing  and  politic,  and  his  manage- 
ment of  various  properties  and  their  disposal  have 
brought  him  large  commissions,  notably  in  the  case 
of  the  "Florence  House."  Howard  avenue  in  this 
city  has  been  principally  built  up  by  Mr.  Hughes, 
and  some  of  its  edifices  are  still  his  property.  Soon 
after  building  the  imposing  Hughes  block,  on  the 
corner  of  Congress  and  Asylum  streets,  he  disposed 
of  it  to  Mr.  X'ewman. 

In  1886  Mr.  Hughes  was  married  to  Miss  Maude 
Kellogg,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Kellogg,  of  that  city,  and  to  this  union  was  born 
one  son.  George  W.  R.,  Sept.  14,  1887.  This  young 
man  is  a  student  of  the  Day  school,  in  Xew  Haven, 
and  is  a  very  interested  member  of  the  foot-ball 
team.  Mr.  Hughes  votes  with  the  Republican  party, 
but  has  no  political  ambition.  His'business  interests 
in  this  city  are  large  and  growing,  but  are  under 
his  control,  his  ability  and  grasp  of  afTairs  making 
him"  one  of  the  leading  factors  in  the  growth  and 
i   development  of  this  beautiful  citv. 

I  .    '  ■      i 

'         CHARLES  ELIHC  IVES,  a  prominent  market 

!  gardener  and  selectman  of  Cheshire,  X'ew  Haven 
1  county,  was  born  in  that  town  Sept.  23.  1857,  and  is 
a  descendant  of  John  Ives,  the  first  of  the  name  in 
this  county.     The  grandfather,  Elihu  Ives,  was  a 
[  native  of  the  town  of  Wallingford,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  during  early  life,  and  where  he 
married    Rachel     Llakeslee.     Their    children   were 
Charles:  John,  a  resident  of  Marion,  Iowa;  Elihu. 
of  the   same  place;   George;   and   X^orman.   all   of 
'■   whom,  with  the  exception  of  Charles,  went  \\'est 
j  and  located  in  Iowa.    The  grandfather  also  removed 
I  to  Iowa,  becoming  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Marion, 
where  he  took  up  land  and  engaged  in  farming  until 
his  death.     He  was  a  Jeffersonian  Democrat,  and  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  j 
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Charles  Ives,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Wallingford,  and  when  a  voung  man 
"came  to  Cheshire,  where  for  several  years  he  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  upon  what  is  now 
known  as  the  Morgan  farm.  He  then  purcliased  the 
farm  now  operated  by  his  son,  and  upon  that  place 
made  many  improvements.  His  death  occurred 
Sept.  4,  1866,  on  the  Morgan  farm,  and  his  remains 
were  interred  in  Cheshire  cemetery.  He,  too,  was  aii 
earnest  meml)er  of  the  I'.antist  Church,  and  a  Dem- 
ocrat in  politics.  In  Cheshire  he  married  Sarah  L. 
Moss,  a  native  of  that  town,  and  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  Moss.  She  is  still  living,  and  now  makes 
her  honie  in  W'allingford.  To  them  were  born  live 
children,  namely:  George  Rodney,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; George  Rodney  (2),  also  deceased;  }^Iary 
C,  wife  of  Amos  Ives,  of  W'allingford:  Matilda 
L.,  wife  of  Robert  Miner;  and  Charles  Elihu. 

During  his  boyhood  Charles  Elihu  Ives  attended 
the  district  schools  of  his  native  town  and  early  be- 
came familiar  with  the  duties  which  fall  to  the  lot 
of  the  agriculturist.  He  was  onlv  nine  vears  of  atre 
when  his  father  died,  and  he  early  took  charge  of 
the  home  farm,  and  has  since  devoted  his  energies 
to  its  operation.  It  consists  of  seventy-five  acres, 
upon  which  he  has  made  many  useful  and  valuable 
improvements.  He  is  engaged  principally  in  market 
gardening,  and  in  this  branch  of  industry  is  meet- 
ing with  good  success. 

Mr.  Ives  was  married  at  Meriden,  Conn.,  in  1887, 
to  Miss  Harriet  L.  Todd,  a  daughter  of  James  and 
Esther  (Hall)  Todd,  and  granddaughter  of  Streat 
Todd,  all  natives  of  Wolcott.  She  is  a  most  esti- 
mable lady  and  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
In  his  political  views  Mr.  Ives  is  a  Democrat  and 
has  filled  the  offices  of  selectman  and  assessor  of 
his  town,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  board  of 
selectmen.  Fratcmally  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Grange.  Industrious,  enterprismg  and  progressive, 
he  commands  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  with 
whom  he  comes  in  contact,  and  has  many  warm 
friends  throughout  the  town. 

AXDREW  HEXDERSOX  has  been  engaged 
in  business  in  Xew  Haven  as  a  florist  since  1875, 
dnd  he  has  long  been  regarded  as  one  of  the  best 
in  that  line  in  the  city.  He  is  a  native  of  Sweden, 
born  June  24.  185S,  son  of  John  H.  Henderson,  who 
passed  all  his  life  in  that  country.  Our  subject's 
father  was  a  machinist,  and  alwavs  followed  that 
trade.  His  death  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  was  the 
result  of  an  accident.  He  married  Sadie  Erickson, 
also  a  native  of  Sweden,  whose  father  was  a  farmer, 
and  seven  children  were  born  to  them,  six  of  whom 
are  yet  living:  John,  in  Sweden;  Charles,  a  resi- 
dent of  Emporia,  Kans. ;  Hannah,  in  Sweden ;  Au- 
gustus, in  Vienna,  Austria;  Andrew,  our  subject; 
and  Daniel,  a  machinist  of  X'ew  Haven.  The 
mother  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-one.  Both  parents 
attended  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church. 

Andrew  Henderson  spent  his  boyhood  in  his  na- 


j   tive  land,  attended  the  common  schools,  and  at  an 
'   early  age  connneiiced   work  at  the  business   which 
j  he  has  continued  to  follow.     He  worked  at  nursery 
and  landscape  gardening  until  coming  to  this  coun- 
I   try.  in  1871.     His  first  three  years  in  America  were 
I   spent  in  Xew  Rochelle,  X.  Y.,  with  James  S.  Knapp, 
and  he  was  subse(|uently  in  business  a  short  time 
a    Long  Branch,  X.  J.,  before  coming  to  Westville, 
in  1875.     For  four  years  he  was  partner  in  a  florist 
business,  at  the  end  of  that  time  starting  in  busi- 
ness for  himself  in  a  small  way  at  first.     His  busi- 
ness has  attained  such  proportions,  however,  that  he 
!   now  has  more  land  than  any  other  florist  in   the 
I  place,  having  four  acres  devoted  to  growing  roses, 
i  violets  and  carnations.     He  gives  employment  to  a 

■  number  of  men,  having  a  fine  local  patronage,  and 
'  supplying  the  large  florists  in  the  city  of  Xew  Ha- 
;  ven.  His  place  of  business  is  at  X^'o.  845  Whalley 
'  avenue.  ^Ir.  Henderson  caters  to  first-class  trade 
'  only,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  the  l>est  grade  of 
I  flowers.  By  integrity  and  honest  dealing  he  has 
;  gained  a  substantial  footing  among  the  reliable  busi- 
ness men  of  Westville  antx   Xew   Haven  and  has 

■  prospered  deservedly. 

!  Mr.  Henderson  was  married,  in  1S85,  to  Miss 
Ellen  Jane  Pritchard,  a  native  of  England,  who.  on 
coming  to  America,  lived  in  Pennsylvania  before 
her  marriage.  Three  children  have  been  born  to 
them,  Seigert,  Ida  and  Jennie.  The  family  attend 
the  Episcopal  Church.  ]Mr.  Henderson  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  political  faith. 

!         CHARLES  HEXRY  FRISBIE,  one  of  Bran- 
ford's  respected  citizens,  comes  of  good  old  Xew 
England  Revolutionary   stock.     A  native  of  Con- 
\  necticut,    he    was    born    Oct.    28,    1836,    in    Stony 
'  Creek,   X'ew   Haven    countv,   and    was    reared   and 
j  educated  in  Bran  ford,  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
I  town,  called  the  Mill  Plain  District. 
!         Josiah  Frisbie.  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
a  native  of  Branford,  and  died  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
one  years.     He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
1  Four  children  were  born  to  him :     Augustus,  Levi, 

Samuel  and  Lavinia.     Of  these, 
I         Levi  Frisbie,  father  of  our  subject,  was  also  of 
\  Branford  nativity,  and   followed  the  pursuit  of  a 
fisherman  at  Stony  Creek,  where  he  died  at  the  age 
i  of  fifty-four  years.     By  his  wife,   Betty    (Beach), 
i  daughter  of  Elnathan  Beach^  he  had  five  children : 
Elnathan  B.,  Russell,  Anna  B.,  Thaddeus  B.  and 
Charles  Henry, 
i         Charles   Henry   Frisbie,  the  subject  proper  of 
'  these  lines,  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter,  and  fol- 
lowed same  up  to  and  some  time  after  the  Civil  war. 
On  Aug.  13,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  15th 
'  Conn.  Y.  I.,  and  participated  in  the  first  battle  of 
Fredericksburg,  after  which  he  was  placed  on  de- 
tached  service   in   the  quartermaster's  department, 
2d   Division,   9th   Corps,   Army  of    the    Potomac. 
\  Later  he  had  charge,  as  wagonmaster,  of  all  the 
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land  transf)ortation  at  Xewbern,  N.  C,  over  one 
thousand  horses  and  mules  and  one  hundred  men. 
After  three  years'  service  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Xew  Haven,  Conn.,  July  11,  1865. 
After  the  close  of  hostilities  Mr.  Frisbie  followed 
his  trade  and  lumbering  up  to  June  3,  1S74,  when 
he  had  an  accident  with  a  buzz-saw  whereby  he 
lost  his  left  arm,  at  the  elbow.  Since  1890  he 
has  been  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  hammer 
handles  for  granite  cutters. 

On  Dec.  31,  1854,  ]\Ir.  Frisbie  married  Mary 
Foote,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Abigail  R.  (Lins- 
ley)  Foote,  of  North  Branford,  Conn.,  and  they 
have  one  son,  Frank  FI.  Socially  Mr.  Frisbie  is 
a  member  of  Alason  Rogers  Post,  No.  7,  G.  A.  R., 
of  Branford.  and  served  three  consecutive  terms 
as  commander  of  the  post,  an  evidence  in  itself 
of  his  popularity  in  the  G.  A.  R.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Republican,  and  has  held  the  office  of  assessor 
two  years. 

JERE  DEWEY  EGGLESTON,  ^I.  D.,  of  Mer- 
iden,  where  for  twenty  and  more  years  he  has  suc- 
cessfully practiced  his  profession  and  been  a  valued 
and  useful  citizen  of  that  manufacturing  center,  is 
one  of  the  commonwealth's  selfmade  men. 

Born  Oct.  28,  1853,  in  Longmeadow,  ]\Iass.,  Dr. 
.  F"!ggleston  is  a  son  of  the  late  Jere  D.  and  Louisa 
(Carew)  Eggleston,  and  a  descendant  in  the  seventh 
generation  from  Begat  Eggleston,  who  was  born  in 
1590,  and  came  probably  from  Exeter,  England,  to 
Dorchester,  ]\Iass.,  in  1630,  only  ten  years  after  the 
landing  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers.  He  was  a  freeman 
in  163 1,  was  an  original  member  of  ^Ir.  W'arham's 
Church  and  with  it  removed  to  Windsor,  Conn.,  in 
1635,  becoming  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town. 
His  second  wife  was  Mary  Talcott,  of  Hartford. 
Mr.  Eggleston  died  Sept.  i,  1674,  and  his  wife 
^lary  died  in  Windsor  Dec.  8,  1657. 

From  this  first  American  ancestor  Dr.  Eggles- 
ton's  lineage  is  through  James.  Nathaniel,  Nathaniel 
(2),  Eber,  Eli  and  Jere  D.  Eggleston. 

(H)  James  Eggleston.  son  of  Begat,  the  emi- 
grant settler,  born  in  England,  married  Hester,  sis- 
ter of  Roger  Williams,  and  she  is  said  to  have  been 
the  first  female  white  child  born  in  Hartford,  Conn. 
Mr.  Eggleston  was  made  a  freeman  in  1637.  He 
was  in  the  Pequot  fight,  for  w'hich  services  he  re- 
ceived in  1671  a  grant  of  fifty  acres  of  land.  He 
died  Dec.  i,  1679,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine.  His 
widow  married.  April  29.  1680,  James  Enno. 

(HI)  Nathaniel  Eggleston,  son  of  James,  born 
Aug.  15,  1666,  married.  Sept.  13,  1694,  Hannah 
Ashley,  of  Westfield,  Mass.,  tarn  Dec.  26,  1675, 
and  removed  from  Windsor  to  Westfield,  where  his 
death  occurred. 

(IV)  Nathaniel  Eggleston  (2),  son  of  Na- 
thaniel, born  in  Westfield  April  3.  1712,  married, 
Aug.  17,  1741,  Esther  Wait,  of  Northampton,  and 
died  in  Westfield  March  7.  1790.  aged  nearlv  ninetv. 
Their  children   were:     Eber,    Simeon  and  Abner. 


(V)  Eber  Eggleston,  son  of  Nathaniel  (2), 
married  Submit  Judd,  of  Southampton,  who  died 
July  4,  1821.  Mr.  Eggleston  was  a  soldier  of  the 
war  of  18 1 2,  was  wounded  in  battle,  losing  three 
fingers,  and  was  a  United  States  pensioner.  His 
children  were:  Eli,  born  in  Westfield  in  1784; 
Eber.  tarn  in  1790;  Eunice;  Judd;  Submit;  Laura; 
and  Esther. 

(VI)  Eli  Eggleston,  son  of  Eber,  born  in  1784, 
married  (first)  Oct.  i.  1S05,  Zeruiah  Searle.  bom 
at  Southampton  in  August,  1789,  and  died  in  West- 
field  Oct.  3,  1826,  at  thirty-seven;  he  married  (sec- 
ond) Laura,  niece  of  Benjamin  Eggleston.  of  Mid- 
dlefield.  Conn.  Eli  Eggleston  was  an  honest,  in- 
dustrious, cheerful  and  obliging  man,  a  great  reader 
of  the  Bible  and  was  greatly  respected.  He  was 
engaged  in  farming.  His  children  were :  Eunice, 
born  Dec.  19,  1806,  died  Sept.  i,  1827:  ^linerva, 
born  April  19,  1808,  married,  in  November,  1834, 
Sylvester  Cooper,  and  died  at  Springfield,  Mass., 
Feb.  2,  1841,  had  children,  Cornelius  and  Russell; 
W'illiam  Judd,  born  Aug.  21,  1809,  died  in  Hamp- 
ton, Mass.,  had  three  sons  and  three  daughters ; 
Zeruiah.  born  Feb.  7.  181 1,  married  ]\Iay  3,  1835, 
Abel  Pendleton,  of  Norfolk,  Conn.,  and  died  there 
July  31.  1842.  had  two  daughters,  ^Irs.  Sherman 
Kimberly  and  Mrs.  Humphry,  tath  of  Goshen, 
Conn. ;  Jere  Dewey  is  meritioned  farther  on  ;  Electa, 
born  Jan.  4,  1814,  married  Sumner  Cooper,  of  Suf- 
field.  Conn.,  and  removed  to  Woodstock.  Conn.,  had 
three  children  :  Russell  Searle,  born  in  September, 
1816;  Harmon,  born  Jan.  18.  1818,  married  Maria 
Root,  of  Westfield,  where  he  died ;  Eli.  tarn  Sept. 
21,  1819,  died  Feb.  18,  1822:  Julia,  born  in  1821, 
died  when  young;  and  Julia  (2),  tarn  Sept.  30, 
1822,  married,  June  22.  1842,  James  D.  Collins, 
then  a  gunsmith  of  Colts  factory,  Hartford. 

(VII)  Jere  Dewev  Eggleston,  son  of  Eli,  tarn 
July  II,  1812,  married,  in  1831.  Louisa  Carew,  and 
resided  for  a  time  at  Broad  Brook,  East  Windsor, 
Conn.  He  was  a  miller  by  occupation,  a  man  of 
generous  impulses,  of  strict  integrity  and  of  de- 
cided opinions.  He  died  in  Enfield.  Conn.,  March 
10.  1855.  ^'^d  his  widow  passed  away  some  years 
later.  Their  children  were:  ( i)  George,  w^ho  died 
in  1876.  leaving  a  son,  Charles.  (2)  Mary  Louise 
married  Horace  King,  and  had  five  children.  (3) 
Arthur  F.,  tarn  Oct.  23,  1844,  and  married,  March 
T.  1871.  Marv  Isabel  .A.bbe.  of  Windsor  Locks, 
Conn.  Judge  Eggleston  is  now  one  of  the  foremost 
lawyers  of  the  State,  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Buck 
&  Eggleston.  of  Flartford.  He  was  prepared  for 
college  at  Monson  Academy,  Monson,  Mass.  The 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  gave  him  a  spirit  of 
uneasiness  and  restlessness  that  could  only  be 
quieted  bv  actual  participation  in  the  conflict,  and 
though  not  yet  as  old  as  was  generally  deemed 
necessarv  he  managed  to  enlist  in  the  46th  Mass. 
V.  I.,  followed  its  vicissitudes  until  it  was  mus- 
tered out,  and  received  an  honorable  discharge.  lie 
then  resumed  his  studies,  in  1S64  entering  Williams 
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College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1868. 
He  read  law  in  the  office  of  Strong  &  Buck,  Hart- 
ford, and  was  adniittoii  to  the  Bar  of  Hartford 
county  in  iHjj.  Some  time  after  Mr.  Strong's 
death  in  1872  he  l)ecaine  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Buck  &  Egglcston.  an  association  which  has  since 
remained  unhnikcn.  and  which  has  developed  into 
one  of  the  strongest  law  firms  in  the  state,  as  well  as 
one  of  the  most  successful.  Judge  Eggleston  is  a 
Republican,  and  active  and  influential  in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  party,  lie  has  served  as  president  of  the 
common  council.  He  served  for  a  period  of  ten 
years  as  attorney  for  the  hoard  of  County  Commis- 
sioners, and  filled  the  office  of  county  treasurer  a 
like  number  of  vears.  In  1877  he  was  appointed 
judge  of  the  Hartford  police  court,  and  continued 
on  the  bench  nntd  18S3,  when  he  declined  re-elec- 
tion. In  1888  he  succeeded  Hon.  William  Ham- 
mersley  to  the  office  of  States  Attorney  for  Hart- 
ford county,  a  jxisition  he  has  since  filled  with 
signal  ability  and  efficiency.  From  1892  to  1895 
he  was  police  commissioner  of  the  city  of  Hartford. 
(4)  Hannah  married  B.  Tillson,  and  resided  in 
Pomfret,  Conn,     (sj  Herbert  E.     (6)  Jere  Dewey, 

J''-  /  .  .       .  '    . 

Dr.  Eggleston  s  father  having  died  in  the  son's 

infancy,  and  his  mother  while  he  was  yet  a  youth, 
he  became  self-reliant  and  dependent  when  a  mere 
lad,  but  rose  equal  to  circumstances  and  conditions. 
At  thirteen  years  of  age  he  began  supporting  him- 
self by  working  on  a  farm,  and  later  by  teaching 
school  he  was  prepared  for  and  passed  through  col- 
lege, graduating  from  Williams  College,  and  later 
in  1879  from  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons at  New  York  City.  He  began  the  practice 
of  medicine  in  the  town  of  Windsor  Locks,  Conn,, 
and  in  about  1880  located  in  the  city  of  Meriden, 
where  through  his  studious  habits,  close  attention 
to  his  profession  and  agreeable  manners  he  gained 
the  good  will  and  confidence  of  the  people,  and  ob- 
tained a  large  share  of  the  practice  in  that  growing 
city,  and  is  now  in  the  enjovment  of  an  extensive 
and  sucgessful  patronage.  He  has  kept  abreast  of 
the  times  in  the  profession  and  has  earned  the  rep- 
,  utation  of  being  a  conservative  and  safe  practitioner. 
Like  his  brother.  Judge  Eggleston,  the  Doctor  is  a 
Republican  in  iiis  j-olitical  affiliations  and  has  given 
some  time  to  tlic  duties  of  citizenship,  having  served 
the  municipality  of  Meriden  for  several  years  as  an 
alderman.  Dr.  I'ggleston  is  known  as  a  man  of 
strict  integritv  and  honor,  and  as  a  man  of  energy 
and  snap.  He  is  sclf-niade.  his  position  in  society 
and  his  professional  success  being  due  whollv  to  the 
force  of  his  make-up.  He  is  prominent  in  his  com- 
munity in  Ix'lh  I'reeinasonrv  and  Odd  Fellowship, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  local  orders  there. 

On  Mav  iS.  i8Sr,  Dr.  Eggleston  was  married 
to  Elizabeth  C.  Duncan,  of  Poquonock,  Windsor, 
Conn.,  and  to  them  have  come  children  as  follows: 
Robert  I).,  h"rn  .March  7.  1882:  Ralph  B..  born 
November,  1S84.  and  died  March  19,  1886 ;  Jeanette 


L.,  born  April  18,  1887;  Arthur  J.,  born  Nov.  19, 
1890;  and  Jere  Dudley,  born  ]May  29,  1894. 

Mrs.  Eggleston  is  a  native  of  Poquonock,  and 
the  daughter  of  one  of  its  prominent  citizens  and  | 
manufacturers — Thomas  Duncan  (2),  who  is  a  na- 1 
tive  of  Scotland,  where  he  was  born  Aug.  13,  1832,' 
son  of  Thomas  Duncan,  a  descendant  of  an  excellent 
Scotch  ancestry.  Thomas  Duncan  (2)  for  upwards 
of  forty  years  has  been  a  resident  of  Connecticut,, 
and  here  has  been  prominently  connected  with  re- 
ligious and  civil  interests.  He  is  an  expert  paper 
manufacturer  and  for  many  years  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  making  of  paper  in  Poquonock  and 
elsewhere  in  the  State.  Late  in  the  'nineties  he  re- 
moved to  New  York  city.  His  first  wife,  the  mother 
of  his  children,  was  formerly  Miss  Grace  Yule, 
who  was  born  June  14,  1834,  and  died  Feb.  15. 
1867.  Their  five  children  were:  T.  E.  and  John 
C,  both  well  known  men  to  the  paper  trade  of 
the  country:  Grace,  now  deceased;  Agnes,  now  de- 
ceased, formerly  the  wife  of  Nelson  R.  Lord,  of 
Poquonock ;  and  Elizabeth  C,  wife  of  Dr.  Eggles- 
ton. 

CAPT.  DANIEL  LOYAL  BARBER  was  born 
March  19,  1855,  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  a  son  of  Loyal 
Rossetter  Barber,  who  was  born  Aug.  21,  181  r,  in  ! 
Harwinton,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.  The  father  was 
a  farmer  and  was  extensively  engaged  in  the  tim- 
ber business.  He  was  a  Republican,  and  remov- 
ing to  Litchfield  when  he  was  twenty-two  years  of 
age  became  a  prominent  member  of  the  commu- 
nity, serving  for  several  terms  as  selectman ;  and 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  On  June  25,  1833,  he  was  married  to  iNIiss 
Lucretia  Buell,  born  in  Litchfield  April  25,  1814, 
and  a  daughter  of  Norman  and  Lucretia  (Webs- 
ter) Buell.  Loyal  R.  Barber  died  May  25,  1885,  in 
the  town  of  Harwinton,  where  he  had  been  living 
for  some  years  on  his  farm.  His  widow  is  still  liv- 
ing in  Waterbury.  Their  children  were :  (i  ^ 
Amelia  B.,  born  Sept.  9,  1835,  married  Edwin  F. 
Perkins,  of  Litchfield,  who  died  in  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion  ;  she  is  now  living  in  Litchfield.  (2)  Nor- 
man B..  horn  Oct.  9,  1837,  died  Oct.  12.  1863,  at 
Alexandria,  Va.,  during  the  Rebellion ;  he  married 
Susan  Wood,  of  Milton,  Conn.  (3)  Lucretia  R.. 
bom  ^March  17,  1840,  married  D.  M.  Hancock,  of 
Raynham.  ]^Iass.,  where  she  died  Oct.  22.  1899. 
(4)  Minerva  W..  born  Sept.  4,  1842.  died  Aug.  9. 
1843.  (5)  Marina  W..  born  May  30,  1849,  mar- 
ried L.  O.  Bradley,  of  Torrington.  (6)  Lyman 
B.,  born  March  8,  1847,  died  April  12,  1897:  he 
married  Miss  Jennie  W.  Cooper,  of  Bristol,  Conn., 
and  died  in  Wallingford.  (7)  Augusta  B.,  born 
Mav  2,  1853,  married  Edgar  H.  Chipman,  of  Water- 
bur^-.  (  8)  Capt.  Daniel  L.  (9)  Julia  ]M..  born  Aug. 
30,  1859.  married  George  E.  Taft.  of  Unionville, 
Conn.,  and  died  April  27,  1891. 

Asa    Barber,   the   grandfather   of   Capt.    Daniel 
L.,  was  born  in  Harwinton,  Conn.,  where  he  spent 
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his  entire  life  engaged  in  farming.  An  active  Whig, 
lie  held  many  town  offices,  althoug'h  he  died  when 
Imt  thirty-one  years  old,  and  he  was  prominent  in 
church  matters.  He  married  Miss  ^^lindwell  Ros- 
sotcr,  of  Harwinton,  and  to  them  were  born:  Ab- 
iicr,  Asa,  Loyal  and  Lyman.  i 

Capt.  Daniel  Loyal  Barber  had  his  early  edu- 
cation  in  his  own   home  town,   and   then  attended 
the  Harwinton  schools,  whither  his  parents  removed 
when  he  was    about  thirteen    years  old.     Leaving 
school  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  he  began  life   ' 
for  himself  in  charge  of  an  engine  in  the  Barber  & 
Dayton  Spring  Bed  and  Scattold  Bracket  Co.     He   \ 
remained   with   this  company  about  a  year  and  a 
half,  when  it  failed  and  he  took  charge  of  the  wood 
department  of  the  Stanley  Level  and  Rule  Co.,  at 
New   Britain.      ]\Ir.    Barber   was   with   this   estab-   1 
lishment  about  three  and  a  half  years,   and   then   > 
removed  to  Burlington,  where  he  was  foreman  of  ] 
\\'.    R.    Hartingan's    wood    turning    establishment,    \ 
having  some  twenty-five  wood  turners  under  him. 
He  held  this  responsible  position  for  two  years  or 
more,  and  then  came  to  Wallingford  to  be  assistant 
foreman  of  the  buffing  department  of  the  R.  Wallace 
&  Sons  Manufacturing  Co.,  where  he  remained  for 
nearly  ten  years.     At  that  time  he  began  contract 
work  in  the  same  department,  in  which  he  is  now 
engaged,  having  in  his  employ  about  twenty  hands. 
Capt.   Barber  joined  Co.   E,   First   Conn.   Nat. 
Guards,  as  a  private,  at  New  Britain  in  1875,  and 
served  for  four  years.    On  Sept.  20,  1883,  he  united 
with   Co.   K,   2d   Conn.   Nat.   Guards,   at   Walling- 
ford, as  a  private,  and  became  a  corporal  May  20, 
1885;  sergeant,  Dec.  30,  1886;  first  sergeant,  Sept.   : 
20,  1890;  second  lieutenant,  June  25,  1891,  and  cap- 
tain,  Nov.   17th  of  the  same  year.     On  Nov.   17, 
1896,  he  made  application  to  be  placed  on  the  re- 
tired list,  and  Jan.  i,  1900,  Captain  Barber  was  ap- 
pointed  inspector  of   small  arms   practice  on  Col.   , 
T.  F.  Callahan's  staff  at  New  Haven.  j 

I  Capt.  Barber  was  one  of  the  charter  members  of 

j  Ivy  Lodge,  No.  43,  K.  of  P.,  and  is  a  member 
[  of  Compass  Lodge,  of  the  Eastern  Star  Lodge,  No. 
37,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  Mira  Temple,  No.  90, 
Knights  of  Khorrassan.  He  was  colonel  of  the 
second  regiment,  U.  R.  K.  P.,  for  two  years,  where 
he  was  on  the  staflf  of  Major  General  Carnahan. 
Capt.  Barber  is  a  charter  member  of  Court  Samuel 
Simpson,  No.  131,  Foresters  of  America,  and  was 
the  first  Chief  Ranger  of  the  Court,  where  he 
served  two  terms.  He  belongs  to  the  Charter  Oak 
Circle,  C.  of  F.,  au.xiliary  to  the  Foresters.  Capt. 
I'.arber  is  a  charter  m-^niber  of  Putnam  Council. 
O.  U.  A.  ]\L,  and  for  six  years  was  secretary  of 
that  bodv.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Walling- 
ford Club.  ' 

Capt.  Barber  has  served  on  the  town  commit- 
t^'e  for  several  terms.  For  a  number  of  terms  he 
has  served  on  the  Court  of  Burgesses,  and  is  one 
of  the  solid  and  influential  citizens  of  the  county. 
^  'n  national  issues  he  is  a  pronounced  Republican, 


but  in  local  affairs  is  a  Republican  with  a  tendency 
toward  the  best  man  of  either  side  for  the  office. 

Capt.  Barber  was  married,  June  25,  1878,  to  Miss 
Emma  J.  Butler,  born  }vlay  8,  1859,  at  Harwinton, 
a  daughter  of  Lewis  L.  and  Pearly  (^  Brace)  Butler, 
of  Torrington,  Coim.  In  1896  he  built  one  of  the 
most  modern  and  handsome  homes  in  Wallingford, 
in  Church  street.  Capt.  Barber  and  his  wife  attend 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Wallingford. 

JOHN  PHILANDER  HOPSON,  the  very  ef- 
ficient superintendent  of  the  Berkshire  Division  of 
the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad, 
was  born  in  Wallingford,  Conn.,  Dec.  15,  1852,  a 
son  of  Philander,  also  a  native  of  Wallingford,  and 
a  grandson  of  Samuel,  who  was  born  in  Walling- 
ford, where  he  followed  fanning,  and  died  at  the 
early  age  of  thirty-five. 

Philander  Hopson  was  only  ten  years  old  at 
the  time  of  his  father's  death,  and  was  reared  on 
the  farm.  When  quite  young  he  was  set  to  work, 
and  learned  the  carpenter  trade,  which  became  his 
avocation  during  life.  He  worked  at  it  first  as  a 
journeyman,  and  then  as  a  contractor,  having  a  very 
extensive  business  on  his  hands,  and  building  in 
Branford  and  elsewhere.  At  one  time  he  had  six 
hundred  men  in  his  service,  and  he  not  only  did  a 
vast  amount  of  building,  but  had  an  extensive  lum- 
ber yard  and  planing  mill.  When  he  was  si.xty- 
two  years  of  age  he  died  in  Branford  from  an 
apoplectic  attack.  He  was  a  deacon  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  was  a  man  of  much  character  and 
ability.  His  mother,  Mary  Blackstone  Hopson,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy,  came  from  a  prominent 
family,  and  was  a  sister  of  the  father  of  Timothy 
Blackstone,  who  gave  the  public  library  to  the  town  ; 
she  was  the  mother  of  five  children,  two  of  whom 
are  still  living  in  Wallingford,  and  have  their  resi- 
dence on  the  old  homestead,  the  farming  opera- 
tions 'being  under  the  care  of  George  Blackstone,  a 
cousin.  Philander  Hopson  married  Betsy  Ann 
Newell,  who  was  born  in  Cheshire,  a  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  Newell  ( a  mason  and  contractor,  who 
came  to  Cheshire  to  work  on  the  Northampton  canal, 
and  he  also  engaged  in  farming)  and  his  wife, 
Mary  Rogers  (who  was  born  in  \"ermont).  Na- 
thaniel Newell  and  wife  had  three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  three  of  whom  are  living:  Cornelia, 
who  is  Mrs.  Crook,  of  Troy;  Betsy  Ann,  the  mother 
of  J.  P.  Hopson :  and  Edward  J.,  who  is  in  the 
gentlemen's  furnishing  business  on  Fifth  avenue. 
New  York.  The  mother  of  these  children  belonged 
to  the  Congregational  Church  and  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty-nine.  Mrs.  Betsy  Ann  Hopson,  who  is 
still  living,  hale  and  hearty  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
one,  had  three  children,  of  whom  John  Philander 
is  the  only  survivor. 

John  Philander  Hopson  spent  his  early  years  in 
Branford,  where  he  attended  the  common  schools, 
and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  began  life  for  himself  as 
a  clerk  in  Branford  Station,  where  he  was  later  ap- 
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pointed  agent.  After  ten  years  at  Branford  he  was 
transferred  to  Xew  London,  where  he  was  agent 
for  six  years,  when  he  resigned  to  go  into  business 
as  a  stocl<  broker.  He  ran  office  for  Henry  Clews, 
and  still  lias  a  letter  of  recommendation  from  that 
eminent  financier.  Mr.  Hopson  entered  the  busi- 
ness of  stock  broking  in  October,  1882,  and  fol- 
lowed it  until  June,  1885.  At  that  time  he  was  ap- 
pointed agent  at  South  x\orwalk,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged two  years.  For  eleven  months  he  was  super- 
intendent of  the  Xew  York,  Rutland  and  Montreal 
Railroad,  when  he  took  charge  of  the  New  Haven 
&  Derby  Railroad  until  its  consolidation  with  the 
New  l^ork  &  New  Haven  Railroad.  The  comple- 
tion of  that  deal  was  followed  by  the  appointment 
of  ]\Ir.  Hopson  as  the  superintendent  of  the  Berk- 
shire Division  of  the  reorganized  line.  He  now  has 
200  miles  of  the  line  under  his  personal  supervision, 
including  seventy-hve  stations,  many  of  which  do  a 
very  large  business.  As  a  railroad  man  he  has  made 
a  very  high  reputation  and  is  rated  as  one  of  the 
most  efficient  men  on  the  line. 

Mr.  Hopson  was  married,  in  1871,  to  Sarah 
Hull,  who  was  born  in  Branford,  a  daughter  of 
Eliza  Hull.  To  this  union  was  born  one  child, 
Homer  B.,  now  an  engineer  on  the  New  York  & 
New  Haven  Railroad,  to  whom  is  given  charge  of 
all  the  official  trains  on  the  line;  Florence  Gardner, 
his  wife,  was  born  in  Ashford.  ■Mrs.  Sarah  Hop-  ; 
son  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine,  and  ]\Ir.  Hopson 
married  for  his  second  wife  ^lartha  A.  Howland, 
who  was  born  in  Danbury. 

Mr.  Hopson  is  a  Republican,  and  is  a  prominent 
Mason,  belonging  to  Widows'  Sons  Lodge,  No.  66, 
of  Branford ;  Franklin  Chapter,  R.  A.  JNL ;  Har- 
mony Council ;  Xew  Haven  Commandery,  No.  2, 
K.  T. ;  Pyramid  Temple,  ]\Iystic  Shrine,  of  Bridge- 
port ;  and  the  Knights  of  ^lalta.  He  is  also  con- 
nected with  the  Union  League  ;  the  Royal  Arcanum  ; 
the  A.  O.  U.  W.  at  New  London,  and  the  Hepta- 
sophs.  At  one  time  he  was  a  member  of  the  Pequot 
Club  and  now  belongs  to  the  Knights  Templar 
Club.  In  \,he  New  England  Association  of  railroad 
superintendents  his  experience  and  ability  command 
attention.  At  one  time  he  was  a  director  of  the 
'   Masonic  ^Mutual  Benefit  Association. 

MARTIN  HENRY  BROWN,  the  efficient 
superintendent  of  the  E.  A.  Bliss  Co.,  manufac- 
turers, of  Meriden,  is  one  of  the  well-known  and 
highly  esteemed  residents  of  that  city,  in  which 
he  has  served  as  a  useful  member  of  the  council. 
and  now  holds  a  position  on  the  board  of  public 
works. 

John  Brown,  father  of  Martin  H.,  was  born 
in  Countv  Clare.  Ireland,  and  came  to  America 
when  a  young  man,  finally  locating  at  Sydney, 
Cape  Breton,  where  he  engaged  in  mining.  There 
he  married  tlannah  Ormond,  who  was  a  native 
of  Cape  Breton.     In  1852,  with  his  family,  he  re- 


moved to  the  United  States  and  located  at  North 
Attleboro,  Mass.,  at  which  place  he  was  employed 
as  a  silversmith,  by  Tift't  &  Whiting,  and  he  con- 
tinued in  the  employ  of  this  great  manufacturing   | 
company   the   remainder  of  his   life.      In    i86()  he    i 
passed  away,  sincerely  mourned  by  a  large  circle  of    | 
friends.     His     political     affiliation     was     with     the    1 
Democratic  party,  but  he  never  sought  office,  being 
content  to  work  hard  and  provide  and  care  for  his 
family   and   live  up  to  the   standard    of    a    good 
Christian  citizen. 

John  Brown  reared  his  family  in  the  faith  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  they  became  ex- 
cellent citizens,  respected  in  the  localities  in  which 
they  found  homes.  ^Irs.  Brown  died  in  1898.  and 
was  buried  bv  the  side  of  her  husband  at  Attleboro. 
After  his  death  she  assumed  the  care  of  the  family, 
and  much  of  the  success  which  has  attended  the 
career  of  ihe  subject  of  this  biography  may  doubt- 
less be  traced  to  the  teaching  of  his  estimable 
mother.  The  family  consisted  of  thirteen  children, 
six  of  whom  still  survive:  Mary,  who  married 
■Michael  Crossey  and  removed  to  Bisbee,  Arizona ; 
Martin  H..  subject  of  this  sketch :  William,  a  sil- 
versmith of  Wallingford ;  Frank  'SI.,  a  jeweler  of 
North  Attleboro,  IMass. :  and  Pattie  and  Annie, 
both  of  whom  reside  in  North  Attleboro. 

^lartin  Henry  Brown  was  born  at  Sydney, 
Cape  Breton,  X'ov.  10.  1846,  and  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Alassachusetts.  His  educational  oppor- 
tunities were  limited,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  he 
engaged  as  an  office  boy  with  the  S.  Richardson 
Co.,  jewelers,  working  for  forty  cents  a  day. 
There  he  continued  three  years.  Although  he  did 
not  prosper  financially  with  this  firm,  he  learned 
obedience  to  authority  and  business  methods  which 
proved  of  value  later  in  life.  A  very  sensible  pro- 
ceeding was  his  apprenticeship  to  Tifift  &  Whiting, 
manufacturing  jewelers,  with  whom  he  learned  the 
trade  of  silversmith,  or  jeweler,  and  received  $9 
per  week.  In  1868  he  obtained  a  position  with  the 
firm  of  Whitney  &  Rice,  and  the  five  succeeding 
years  were  spent  as  a  journeyman  in  their  employ; 
he  was  then  made  foreman  of  their  factory,  which 
important  position  he  filled  satisfactorily  for  ten 
and  one-half  years. 

The  fertile  brain  of  Mr.  Brown  saw  wider  use- 
fulness in  another  field,  and  in  1882  he  was  one  of 
the  organizers,  stockholders  and  directors  of  the 
J.  R.  Nichols  Co..  remaining  with  that  corporation 
two  and  one-half  years.  In  1885  he  accepted  a 
tempting  offer  from  the  E.  A.  Bliss  Co.,  then  of 
North  Attleboro,  and  in  January  of  the  following 
vear  was  made  superintendent  of  the  company, 
which  in  July,  1890,  removed  to  Meriden.  Here 
Mr.  Brown  for  the  past  eleven  years  has  been  the 
capable  superintendent,  and  enjoys  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  the  firm.  As  a  manager  he  has 
proven  himself  very  efficient,  those  under  his  au- 
thoritv  esteeming  him  highlv.    Mr.  Brown  is  a  self- 
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made  man,  of  liberal  mind,  and  is  the  fortunate  pos-    ; 
scssor  of  an  affable  manner  and  a  genial  person- 
ality. 

In  1874  Martin  H.  Brown  was  married,  in 
Xiirth  Attleboro,  }\Iass.,  to  ]\Iiss  Mary  A.  Ken- 
nedy, a  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Margaret  Ken- 
lU'il'v,  and  four  children  have  been  born  of  this 
union :  Walter,  a  student  in  the  Aleriden  high 
school ;  Estella  ;  Charlotte  ;  and  Hazel.  A  life-long 
Pcniocrat,  Mr.  Brown  has  very  liberal  ideas.  He 
well  served  the  Fifth  ward  in  the  city  council  in 
l,Sy2,  and  in  1897  ^^'^s  elected  from  the  First  ward, 
.<;erving  two  years.  In  1898  he  was  appointed,  by 
Mayor  Ives,  a  member  of  the  board  of  public  works 
fur  a  tenn  of  four  years,  and  is  still  filling  that 
office.  Socially  and  fraternally  he  is  popular,  and 
belongs  to  the  A.  O.  U.  \V.  in  ^Nleriden,  the  Ama- 
ranth Club,  and  the  Jewelers'  League,  of  New- 
York.  The  family  belongs  to  St.  Joseph's  Catho- 
lic Church.  Mr.  Brown  stands  very  high  in  the 
esteem  of  the  people  of  ^Nleriden,  where  he  has  lived 
so  many  years.  His  neighbors  know  him  to  be 
kind  and  helpful,  charitable  and  generous,  and  the 
general  public  feels  that  in  [Martin  H.  Brown  it 
finds  an   honest   and   upright  citizen. 

CHARLES  B.  ALLIXG.    One  of  the  most  sub- 
stantial and  highlv  esteemed  citizens  of  Xew  Ha- 
ven county,  and  for  a  half-century  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  woolen  hosiery  and  underwear,  is 
a  resident  of  Derby,  in  which  city  he  is  an  extensive 
owner  of   real   property  and  probably  the  largest 
tax-payer.     He  was  Ijorn  in  Orange  en  June  20, 
1824,  and  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  Roger  Ailing, 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  New  Haven  county,  who 
emigrated  from  England  in  the  spring  of  1637.     A 
somewhat  detailed  history  of  his  line  may  be  found 
in  the  sketch  of  Amos  H.  Ailing  on  another  page 
of  this  work.    His  father.  Charles  W.  Ailing,  was  a 
pioneer  manufacturer   in    Orange  and   his  mother 
( uce   Lucy    Booth )    was    the   daughter   of   Walter 
Booth  of  \\^oodbridge,  one  of  the  patriot  heroes 
of  the  Revolutionary  war.    The  foundation  of  both 
his  scholastic  and  commercial  education  was  laid  in 
his  early  boyhood,  when  he  alternated  attendance 
upon  the  district  school  with  collecting  wool  from 
the  farms  around  about  to  be  used  in  his  father's 
mill.     It  is  unnecessary  to  direct  the  reader's  atten- 
tion to  his  primitive  methods  of  securing  raw  ma- 
terial  and    that    which    now    obtains    in    the   great 
manufactory,   with    its   five   hundred    employes,   of 
which  to-day  he  is  the  sagacious,  energetic  head. 
He   early   developed    a   natural    aptitude   alike    for 
the  mercantile  and  mechanical  branches  of  the  busi- 
ness, and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  was  given  charge 
ot  the  wool  carding,  spinning,  weaving  and  finish- 
ing of  the  cloth,  which  was  fnr  the  major  part  sold 
to  the  fanr.ers  of  the  surrounding  countr\-. 

In  1845.  in  connection  with  his  brother,  Amos 
H.  Ailing,  he  leased  the  small  mill  from  his  father 
and  embarked  in  the  career  which,  through  his  keen 


acumen,  untiring  watchfulness  and  unblemished 
honor,  has  not  only  made  him  a  capitalist,  but  has 
won  for  him  the  respect  of  the  conmiercial  world, 
and  the  love  and  respect  of  his  fellow  townsmen. 
The  style  of  the  young  firm  was  A.  H.  &  C.  B. 
Ailing,  and  both  brothers  worked  industriously  and 
faithfully,  early  and  late  to  extend  its  business. 
At  the  outset  their  capital  was  very  small.  L'pon 
the  shoulders  of  Mr.  C.  B.  Ailing  devolved  the 
weightier  share  of  the  actual  management  of  the 
concern's  business  aft'airs,  and  to  the  discharge  of 
this  task  he  brought  habits  of  economy,  a  close  ap- 
plication to  business  and  a  mental  fitness  of  no  com- 
mon order.  From  the  making  of  custom  cloth  for 
farmers  the  line  of  manufacture  gradually  devel- 
oped— first  into  the  production  of  yarn  for  the  mar- 
ket, and  later  into  the  turnins-  out  of  hose  and 
hosiery,  which  find  a  ready  sale  in  every  State  of  the 
L'nion.  As  the  business  grew  the  brothers  Ailing 
perceived  the  limited  advantages  oft'ered  by  a  com- 
paratively small  town,  such  as  Orange,  to  a  busi- 
ness of  the  character  and  extent  which  theirs  prom- 
ised to  become.  Looking  about  for  a  new  situa- 
tion, their  attention  was  attracted  to  Derby  with  its 
magnificent  water-power  and  its  exceptionally  good 
transportation  facilities.  There  they  established, 
themselves  in  1858,  and  the  value  of  the  mills  in 
the  development  of  the  city  belongs  to  the  domain 
of  history,  not  to  the  realm  of  conjecture.  The 
original  plant  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1864,  but  the 
firm  promptly  rebuilt,  on  a  larger  scale,  locating 
their  new  works  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  and  pur- 
chasing the  site  once  occupied  by  the  copper  works 
of  the  late  Anson  G.  Phelps.  For  thirty-five  years 
the  x\lling  woolen  mills  have  stood  there,  gradual 
enlargements  being  made  as  the  exigencies  of  the. 
constantly  growing  business  demand. 

As  their  trade  expanded  the  brothers  bought  real 
estate  in  the  city  of  their  adoption,  having  faith  that 
the  future  of  Derby  would  abundantly  justify  the 
wisdom  of  the  investment,  and  not  unnaturallv  be- 
ing anxious  to  aid  in  the  town's  development.  Their 
business  instinct  and  keen  foresight  induced  them 
to  buy  chiefly  near  the  city's  center,  and  here  Air. 
C.  B.  Alling's  interest  and  influence  is  shown  on 
nearly  every  street  along  which  the  weary  stranger 
may  turn  his  feet.  Alany  of  the  business  blocks 
and  ofifice  structures  of  Derby  owe  their  erection 
to  the  sound  judgment  and  public  spirit  of  A.  H. 
and  C.  B.  Ailing.  Among  the  best  known  of 
these  is  a  handsome  brick  structure  at  the  corner 
of  ]Main  and  Elizabeth  streets  ;  and  in  this  connec- 
tion it  is  worthy  of  mention  that  the  erection  of  this 
structure  virtually  marked  a  new  epoch  in  the  build- 
'   ing  history  of  Derby. 

Apart  from  interests  which  may  be  character- 
ized as  more  or  less  self-engrossed.  Mr.  Ailing  has 
always  shown  himself  one  of  Derby's  most  public 
spirited  citizens.  \'arious  public  improvements  may 
be  traced,  more  or  less  directly,  to  his  personal  ef- 
forts, notablv  the  dam  across  the  Flousatonic  river. 
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Since  the  death  of  his  brother,  Amos  H.,  Mr. 
•  C.  B.  AlHng  has  coiickicted  the  business  alone.  De- 
spite his  seventy-eight  years,  his  physical  powers 
are  unimpaired  and  his  mind  as  active  and  l<een  as 
when  in  early  manhood  he  laid — broad,  deep  and 
.sound — the  foundations  of  the  great  business  which 
has  grown  up  under  his  careful  scrutiny  and  watch- 
ful care.  His  muscular  frame,  undinmied  eye,  and 
active  step,  one  and  all,  give  convincing  evidence 
of  a  life- of  well-directed  energy-  and  temperate  self- 
restraint.  It  is  men  such  as  he  that  shed  lustre  on 
their  native  State,  and  bring  honor  upon  the  name 
of  New  England.  His  nature  is  kindly,  his  dis- 
position genial  and  his  impulses  generous.  Phil- 
anthropic in  the  best  and  truest  sense  of  that  much 
abused  term,  his  charity  is  unostentatious  ;  his  life 
simple  and  sincere.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of 
the  !M.  E.  Church,  of  which  body  he  is  a  devout 
and  consistent  member.  He  is  an  esteemed  mem- 
ber of  the  local  Board  of  Trade,  to  whose  delibera- 
tions he  brings  a  keen  intellect  and  a  ripe  experience. 

His  home  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  Derby. 
Situated  near  the  heart  of  the  city,  it  stands  upon  a 
high  elevation,  overlooking  the  streets  which  he  has 
built  up  and  beautified.  Two  thoroughfares  abut 
against  its  spacious  grounds.  Here  he  passes  those 
hours  which  he  can  redeem  from  business  cares  to 
devote  to  leisure  and  recreation.  Here,  too,  he  may 
review  his  past  with  that  pardonable  pride  which  is 
the  legitiniate  offspring  of  self-conquered  success, 
and  here  he  can  look  forward  to  life's  sunset  with- 
out dread. 

LEE  JOSEPH  AUBRY.  Among  the  promi- 
nent citizens  of  Xew  Haven  who  have  done  much  to 
contribute  to  the  industrial  prosperity  of  that  city 
IS  Lee  Joseph  Aul^rv,  proprietor  of  the  L.  J.  Aubry 
Carriage  Co.,  located  at  Xo.  139  Park  street. 

The  industry  which  iias  brought  wealth  and 
prominence  to  Mr.  Aubry  and  which  has  reriected 
credit  upon  this  city  for  a  long  period  is  the  manu- 
facture of  carriage  bodies  ironed  up  and  ready  to 
paint  and  trim,  this  liusiness  being  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  concerns  in  Xew  Haven.  Carriage  mak- 
ing in  all  its  branches  has  been  the  occupation  of 
the  Aubrv  family  for  several  generations. 

Grandfather  Francis  Aubry  was  born  in  France, 
but  later  became  a  citizen  of  Canada,  taking  part 
in  the  Revolution  of  1837.  In  St.  Scholastique. 
Canada,  he  estal)lished  himself  in  the  carriage  build- 
ing trade  and  was  one  of  the  capable,  persistent  and 
trust-worthy  men  who  live  successful  lives  on  ac- 
count of  their  close  and  constant  attention  to  busi- 
ness. Francis  Aubry  established  a  reputation  for 
excellent  work  in  his  line,  which  has  been  supported 
by  both  his  son  and  grandson.  His  death  occurred 
in  his  seventy-fourth  year,  alter  a  life  of  industry. 
Possessing  the  strong,  wiry  frame  of  his  country- 
men he  also  inherited  the  energ^^  and  ability  of  his 
race.  His  family  consisted  of  four  sons  and  one 
daughter. 


Gregory  Aubry,  son  of  Francis,  and  father  of 
Lee  Joseph  Aubry,  was  born  in  Canada  in  18 19 
and  died  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  in  the  autumn  of  1887. 
In  his  youth  he  became  an  expert  worker  in  wood 
and  learned  the  carriage  making  trade  under  his 
father  and  when  the  latter  removed  to  Montebella 
he  engaged  in  the  business  for  himself  in  St.  Schol- 
astique, where  he  prospered  exceedingly  until  1857, 
at  which  time  by  a  disastrous  fire  he  suffered  the 
loss  of  all  he  possessed.  Unfortunately  he  had  no 
insurance  and  thus  was  left  to  begin  the  world 
over  again,  meeting  this  misfortune  with  a  courage 
and  patient  perseverance  which  commanded  the  re- 
spect of  all  who  knew  him.  For  three  years  he 
worked  at  his  trade  in  X"ew  Haven,  Conn.,  going- 
from  there  to  Troy,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  of  pneu- 
monia one  year  later. 

In  1842  Gregory  Aubry  was  married  to  Edmirc 
Chaurette,  also  a  native  of  Canada,  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  Chaurette.  Her  death  took  place  in  Hart- 
ford, Flartford  Co.,  Conn.,  in  1900.  The  chil- 
dren of  this  marriage  were :  Alice,  who  was  born 
in  184.1.,  married  Paul  Dupuis.  who  died  some 
twenty  years  ago,-  but  she  still  lives  in  Hartford, 
Conn.,  and  has  a  family  of  three  sons;  Lee  Joseph, 
of  the  L.  J.  Aubry  Carriage  Co. ;  Alfred,  who  was 
born  in  1852,  married  Louise  Gandron,  and  is  in  the 
employ  of  the  aforesaid  company;  and  \'alarie.  who 
was  born  in  1854,  married  Edmund  Jacques  and 
died  in  X'ew  Haven  in  1880,  leaving  no  children. 
Gregory  Aubry  was  a  good  and  law-abiding  citizen 
and  after  locating  in  the  Cnited  States  became  a 
member  of  the  Republican  party,  although  never  a 
politician.  In  religion  he  belonged  to  the  Catholic 
Church,  of  which  he  was  always  a  consistent  and 
most  worthy  member. 

Lee  Joseph  Aubry  was  born  in  St.  Scholastique. 
Province  of  Quebec,  on  May  i,  1848,  the  second 
child  of  his  parents,  and  was  very  lil>erally  educated, 
attending  an  English  school  until  he  was  nine  years 
of  age,  then  receiving  instruction  in  a  French 
school,  in  Lower  Canada,  and  later  entering  an  Eng- 
lish school  in  Upper  Canada.  Mr.  Aubry  was  four- 
teen years  old  when  the  family  located  in  Troy,  X". 
Y.  This  was  after  his  father's  misfortunes,  and 
voung  .Aubrv  began  to  learn  his  trade,  in  preparation 
for  a  future  career  under  Edward  Chamberlain, 
working  hard  all  day  and  studying  in  the  night 
schools  after  his  work  was  done.  The  perseverance 
thus  manifested  in  the  lad  has  been  a  foundation 
stone  in  his  business  success.  For  three  years  his 
life  continued  thus  in  Troy  under  Mr.  Chamberlain 
and  was  followed  by  one  year  of  journeyman  work 
in  the  same  city  and  then  he  went  to  Pownal,  Vt., 
where  he  found  work  for  three  months,  but  then 
drifted  to  Xew  York  City. 

The  ability  and" energy  he  displayed  in  connection 
with  the  e.Kcellence  of  his  work  soon  secured  for 
Mr.  Aubry  a  very  lucrative  position  with  the  R.  M. 
Stiver  Co..  resulting  in  a  residence  there  for  two 
years,  enabling  him   to  feel  justified  in  marrying. 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


719 


IIJ<  hoiu'viiKK)!!  was  spent  in  Peekskill,  X.  Y., 
where  he  casilv  found  employment  which  he  kept 
(,.r  tour  months,  accepting  then  a  position  with  the 
r.ccrs  &  Hanover  Carriage  Manufacturing  Co.  in 
Ni-\v  Haven,  Conn.,  coming  to  that  city  in  October, 
iS(«;.  l'"or  two  years  he  continued  with  this  com- 
iianv,  doing  some"  of  the  most  satisfactory  work  that 
had' ever  been  turned  out  from  this  large  establish- 
ment, altliough  he  was  still  young  in  years.  His 
iii-xt  business  connection  was  with  Durham  &  Woos- 
tcr  in  the  manufacture  of  sidebar  buggies;  these 
vi'Iiicles  being  new  at  that  time,  his  work,  on  account 
t.f  his  thorough  knowledge,  was  confined  to  the 
tliiost  product  of  the  firm.  For  seven  years  he  re- 
mained with  this  firm,  going  then  into  the  employ  of 
Osborne  &  Adriance,  for  two  years  doing  their 
most  particular  work.  For  a  short  time  he  gave  his 
services  to  the  firm  of  Brockett  &  Dorman,  returning 
then  to  his  former  employers,  Durham  &  Wooster, 
where  he  continued  until  the  financial  panic  which 
was  so  seriously  felt  in  industrial  circles,  resulting 
in  the  severing  of  his  business  relations  with  this 
firm. 

Mr.  Aubry  then  went  to  Quincy,  111.,  and!  en- 
j;agcd  in  work  for  the  firm  of  E.  N.  Miller  &  Co., 
MTving  as  foreman,  but  three  months  later  returned, 
at  their  urgent  request,  to  Durham  &  Wooster,  in 
N'cw  Haven.  This  last  association  with  this  firm 
ci)ntinucd  for  one  and  one-half  years,  and  then  for  a 
low  months  his  talents  were  g'iven  to  the  firm  of 
llrockett  &  Tuttle,  and  immediately  after  he  became 
foreman  in  the  responsible  firm  of  Henry  Hale  & 
Co.,  remaining  here  for  the  space  of  seven  years. 

This  long  business  association  with  reputable 
and  well-established  firms  thoroughly  prepared  Mr. 
Aubry  to  embark  in  business  for  himself,  and  he 
made  his  start  in  March,  1888,  with  a  capital  of 
$19,  hiring  a  fire  in  the  works  of  Beers  &  Hanover. 
Hfis  success  was  such  that  in  January,  1899,  he  was 
able  to  hire  the  building  of  his  former  employers, 
( Jsborne  &  Adriance,  and  three  years  later  his  orders 
iiad  increased  to  such  a  degree  that  larger  quarters 
were  required,  and  he  then  leased  his  present  build- 
ing at  Xo.  139  Park  street.  From  this  small  be- 
ginning and  insignificant  cash  capital  Mr.  Aubry 
Iiy  strictly  attending  to  his  business  and  by  pro- 
<lucing  work  superior  to  that  of  competitors,  has 
won  a  place  in  the  front  rank  of  carriage  manufac- 
turers, no  other  firm  successfully  competing  in  the 
'.:ne  of  his  specialty,  that  of  the  manufacture  of 
laNhionable  carriages.  His  business  has  extended 
in  every  direction  and  has  been  a  source  of  prosper- 
itv  in  many  homes,  Mr.  Aubrv  emploving  a  very 
larpc  force  in  his  factory. 

Mr.  Aubry  is  gifted  in  many  ways,  being  not 
only  a  skilled  mechanic,  but  also  so  accurate  a 
»  raut:htsman  that  his  sketches  are  in  the  greatest 
demand  for  the  trade  magazines,  although  he  never 
took  a  lesson  in  mechanical  drawing  in  his  life. 
Added  to  this  technical  knowledge  Mr.  Aubrv  is  a 
keen  man  of  business,  quite  able  to  handle  large  en- 


terprises and  manage  vast  interests.   At  the  time  he 
located  in  Xew  Haven  there  were  thirty-five  manu- 
facturing plants  in  his  line,  his  successful  competi-  | 
tion  crowding  out  in  this  short  time  all  but  ten  of  { 
these.     The  business  of  the  L.  J.  Aubry  Carriage  i 
Manufacturing  Co.  includes  the  construction  of  all 
kinds  of  carriages,  wagons,  automobiles  and  similar  : 
vehicles,    these   being   made   ready    for   trimmings 
and  painting,  and  his  product  is  shipped  all  over  the 
country.      The   correctness    and   excellence    of   his 
carriage  drawing's  have  not  only  given  him  an  en- 
viable prominence  in  the  trade,  but  have  been  of 
substantial  value,  bringing  him  many  prizes. 

On  June  22,  1871,  Lee  Joseph  Aubry  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Alzina  Castell,  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  ^Margaret  Castell,  and 
the  children  born  to  this  union  were:  Charles  G., 
born  May  30,  1872,  is  a  carriage  painter,  located  in 
Erie,  Pa.;  on  Dec.  25,  1900,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Josephine  Hunt.  Arthur  L..  born  in  New  Ha- 
ven, died  there  Dec.  16,  1892.  Alice  was  married  in 
September,  1897,  to  Frank  Cargill,  bookkeeper  for 
the  New  Haven  Baking  Co.,  and  they  have  two 
children.  Dexter  and  Valorie.  Benjamin,  a  travel- 
ing salesman,  was  married  to  Miss  Ruby  Bean,  and 
their  one  child  died  in  infancy.  Estelle,  Lilian, 
Mable  and  Wilfred  are  all  at  home. 

While  IMr.  Aubry  is  a  successful  manufacturer 
he  is  also  much  more.  For  many  years  he  has  been 
a  leading  member  of  the  ^Methodist  Church,  liber- 
ally contributing  to  its  charities,  and  although  not 
an  active  politician  he  ardently  supports  the  Repub- 
lican party  and  lives  up  to  the  highest  ideals  of  cit- 
izenship. Fraternally  he  has  long  been  an  active 
member  of  Davenport  Council,  No.  700,  Royal  Ar- 
canum, of  New  Haven,  and  is  past  chancellor  of 
Ezel  Lodge,  No.  2,  Knights  of  Pnhias.  Few  men 
can  point  to  more  substantial  returns  or  wider  use- 
fulness in  so  short  a  time  as  can  Mr.  Aubry,  and 
the  city  of  New  Haven  cherishes  a  feeling  of  pride 
in  his  success  and  prominence. 

JOHN  EDWARD  ROGERS,  a  successful  agri- 
culturist of  the  town  of  Alilford,  was  bom  in  that 
town  May  6,  1834,  and  is  a  member  of  a  well-known 
family  of  the  locality. 

Joseph  Rogers,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 
a  native  of  Milford,  and  made  his  permanent  home 
on  a  farm  in  that  town.  He  married  Jane  Smith,  and 
had  three  children :  ^lary,  deceased,  who  never 
married;  Joseph,  our  subject's  father;  and  Nancy, 
who  married  William  Nettleton,  of  ]Milford,  and 
had  a  son,  Joseph  W.,  now  a  prominent  resident  of 
the  town. 

Joseph  Rogers  (2),  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  Milford  in  February,  1792,  and  was  always 
engaged  in  farming  at  the  homestead.  Politically 
he  was  a  Whig,  and  in  religious  faith  he  and  his 
estimable  wife  were  Congregationalists.  He  died 
■n  1853-  His  wife,  Anna  X'ettleton,  daughter  of 
Benajah    Xettleton,   of   Milford,    was   bom    in   the 
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town  of  Milford,  in  September,  1801,  and  died  Jan. 
31,  1892.  They  had  the  following  children:  Eliza- 
beth A.,  deceased,  who  never  married;  Charles  J., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  forty-two,  unmarried ;  John 
Edward,  our  subject;  George  E.,  deceased,  a  farmer 
at  the  homestead;  JMary  A.,  a  resident  of  Alilford; 
and  Theodore  H.,  deceased,  who  never  married. 

John  E.  Rogers  began  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Milford  and  at  sixteen  years  of  age 
entered  the  Milford  high  school.  He  has  been  en- 
gaged in  farming  all  his  life,  and  his  farm  of  eighty 
acres  is  a  part  of  the  old  homestead,  which  con- 
tained 300  acres.  On  Oct.  2,  i86r,  he  married  Miss 
Charlotte  L.  Plumb,  of  Milford,  daughter  of  Ly- 
man Plumb,  a  joiner  of  that  town.  She  died  Jan. 
28,  1886,  leaving  no  children,  and  on  June  6,  1888, 
Mr.  Rogers  married  Miss  Ella  Wilcox,  daughter  of 
Russell  Wilcox,  a  native  of  Cromwell,  Conn.  Mr. 
Rogers  is  influential  in  a  quiet  way  in  local  affairs, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Grange  and  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  of  Milford.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Stanch  Republican. 

WALTER  HENRY  TWITCHELL  is  one  of 
the  representative  public-spirited  and  progressive 
citizens  and  business  men  of  Naugatuck,  who  has 
won  success  through  his  own  assiduity,  intellect 
and  industry,  to  which  has  been  joined  a  sturdy 
and  unquestioned  integrity. 

Robert  Twitchell,  his  father,  was  born  in  Ox- 
ford, and  passed  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in 
Naugatuck,  where  he  died  when  his  son  Walter 
was  a  lad  of  ten  years.  He  married  Jennette 
Clark,  who  was  born  in  Prospect,  New  Haven 
county,  in  which  town  her  father,  Amos  Clark,  was 
a,  well-to-do  farmer.  Three  sons  were  born  to 
them,  Edward  C,  Waiter  H.  and  Robert  C.  Ed- 
ward C.  conducts  a  meat  market  in  Union  City, 
town  of  Naugatuck,  and  Robert  C.  is  a  farmer  in 
Prospect,  living  in  the  old  Clark  homestead,  where 
his  mother  was  born  and  where  she  passed  the  days 
of  her  girlhood.  Robert  Twitchell  was  a  Demo- 
crat in  politics.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Walter  Henry  Twitchell  was  born  in  Nauga- 
tuck Oct.  17,  1858.  He  attended  the  local  schools 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  when  he 
went  to  reside  with  an  uncle  on  a  farm  near  Syra- 
cuse, N.  Y.,  going  to  school  during  the  winter 
months.  After  four  3'ears  spent  thus  he  returned 
to  Naugatuck,  and  for  a  time  worked  as  a  farm 
hand  there,  finally  entering  the  employ  of  Fremont 
W.  ToUes,  an  undertaker  and  furniture  dealer,  who 
also  carried  a  general  line  of  carpets  and  house 
furnishing  goods  of  every  description.  In  Jan- 
uary, 1897,  Mr.  Twitchell  bought  the  business  from 
Mr.  Tolles,  and  has  since  conducted  it  alone.  To  its 
management  he  brought  a  thorough  familiarity  of 
every  detail,  a  power  of  mental  concentration  and 
sound  business  sense.  It  is  not  surprising,  there- 
fore, that  he  has  succeeded.     To  enterprise  he  has 


joined  conservatism,  and  to  sagacity  unfailing 
courtesy.  His  establishment  occupies  the  fine  brick 
building  at  Nos.  132-134-136  Church  street,  is  well 
stocked,  and  his  goods  are  tastefully  arranged. 

On  June  15,  1882,  Mr.  Twitchell  married  :\Iiss 
Addie  Richards,  of  Wethersfield.  No  children 
have  been  born  to  them.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Twitchell 
attend  the  Congregational  Church.  His  political 
affiliations  are  with  the  Republican  partv.  In 
private  life  he  is  social,  and  readily  makes  and 
keeps  friends.  He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  R.  M.; 
and  is  a  Mason  of  high  degree,  belonging  to  Shep- 
herd's Lodge,  No.  78,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Allerton 
Chapter,  No.  39,  R.  A.  M. ;  Clark  Commandery, 
No.  7,  K.  T.,  of  Waterbury ;  and  Pyramid  Temple, 
of  Bridgeport. 

JOHN  N.  LEONARD,  contractor  and  also 
mason  and  builder,  well-known  and  valued  in  New 
Haven,  was  born  in  that  city  Jan.  24,  1842,  son  of 
Linus  H.  and  Maria  (Burwell)  Leonard,  the  for- 
mer of  whom  was  born  in  Charlestown,  Mass.,  in 
1809,  and  the  latter  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Burwell, 
who  died  in  Barkhamsted;  both  he  and  his  wife 
lived  to  be  over  eighty  years  of  age,  and  ten  of  their 
thirteen  children  also  reached  that  age.  Linus 
Leonard  removed  first  to  Springfield,  Mass..  and 
then  to  Westville,  where  he  w-as  connected  with  the 
hardware  firm  of  Blake  Brothers,  and  in  that  place 
he  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-three.  His  widow  sur- 
vived until  Feb.  3,  1890.  Both  had  been  active  and 
earnest  members  of  the  ^Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  Mr.  Leonard  was  a  steward  and 
class-leader. 

John  N.  Leonard  was  the  only  survivor  of  a 
family  of  three  children.  His  education  was  ob- 
tained in  the  schools  of  Westville  and  at  West 
Rock  Seminary,  and  after  finishing  his  course  he 
learned  the  trade  of  mason  with  N.  D.  Sperry.  This 
was  interrupted  by  his  enlistment  for  service  in  the 
Civil  war  in  Company  E,  15th  Conn.  V.  I.,  in  1862. 
His  devotion  to  his  country  cost  him  three  years 
of  his  life,  during  which  he  saw  some  hard  service. 
At  Kinston,  N.  C,  he  was  captured  and  incarcerated 
in  Libby  Prison  for  a  short  time.  When  discharged 
he  held  the  rank  of  sergeant. 

Upon  his  return  to  New  Haven  Mr.  Leonard 
worked  as  a  journeyman  for  a  season,  and  then  went 
to  Rockville,  where  he  spent  three  years,  going 
back  to  New  Haven  and  again  taking  up  his  trade 
as  a  journeyman.  In  1885  he  began  contracting  and 
building  and  has  continued  in  active  work  ever 
since,  his  business  being  continually  on  the  increase. 
In  one  year  he  built  and  sold  twenty  houses  and  also 
did  much  other  building  and  improving.  So  thor- 
oughly does  Mr.  Leonard  understand  his  business, 
and  so  faithfully  does  he  carry  out  his  contracts,  that 
he  has  gained  much  of  the  best  custom  in  the  city, 
his  patrons  numbering  among  the  wealthiest  and 
most  exacting  of  the  citizens. 

On  Aug.  4,  1869,  Mr.  Leonard  was  married  to 
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Miss  Martha  F.  Pardee,  a  daughter  of  William  L. 
Pardee,  a  farmer  and  mechanic,  who  was  born  in 
Madison,  Conn.,  and  grew  up  in  Oxford,  and  to  this 
union  has  been  born:  Harry  A.,  in  business  with 
his  father,  married  I'.ertiia  K.  e'.orham,  and  has  one 
child,  Janice;  Susie  }\Iay  and  Grace  Abigail  are 
graduates  of  both  high  and  private  schools;  and 
Jennie  E.,  who  died  in  childhood. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Leonard  is  connected  with  F. 
&-  A.  AI.,  Olive  Branch  Lodge.  No.  84,  Chapter  and 
Council,  of  Xew  Haven,  and  Commandery,  up  to 
the  32d  degree,  having  been  connected  with  the  ]ila- 
sonic  order  for  twenty-hve  years.  Mr.  Leonard  also 
has  membership  with  the  O.  U.  A.  ^L,  the  Red 
Men,  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the  Heptasophs  and  the 
A.  O.  U.  \V.  The  family  attends  the  Alethodist 
Church,  to  which  yir.  Leonard  is  a  generous  con- 
tributor. For  a  number  of  years  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Ciovernor's  b'oot  Guards.  Air.  Leonard  built 
the  \\'estville  ^Methodist  Church  and  donated  a  me- 
morial window  in  memory  of  his  parents. 

SAAIUEL  B.  BROXSOX,  for  many  years  a 
capable  and  trustworthy  carpenter  and  builder  in 
Ansonia,  where  he  has  a  cozy  and  attractive  home 
at  X'o.  56  Franklin  street,  was  born  in  Middlebury 
Jan.  24,  1828. 

Jared  Bronson,  his  father,  was  also  a  native  of 
Middlebury,  where  his  grandfather,  Thaddeus  Bron- 
son, was  also  born.  Both  father  and  grandfather 
were  engaged  in  the  tanning  business.  Jared  Bron- 
son lived  to  be  eighty-four  years  old.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Lydia  ]\Iallory,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Mal- 
lory,  and  both  father  and  daughter  were  natives  of 
Middlebury,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming.  Es- 
ther (Benham)  Mallory,  her  mother,  had  eight  chil- 
dren. Jared  and  Lydia  Bronson  were  the  parents 
of  four  children,  of  whom  two  are  living:  Lewis, 
who  is  living  in  Aliddlebury,  and  Samuel  B.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bronson  attended  the  Congregational 
Church. 

Samuel  B.  Bronson  spent  the  first  twenty  years  of 
his  life  in  Middlebury  where  he  attended  the  local 
schools  and  secured  a  very  good  education,  which 
was  supplemented  by  a  course  at  Woodbury  Acad- 
emy. When  he  came  to  a  suitable  age  he  was  ap- 
prenticed to  the  carpenter's  trade  and  served  three 
years  under  instruction,  becoming  quite  proficient, 
and  when  his  term  of  apprenticeship  was  up  he  be- 
gan contracting  and  building  on  his  own  account, 
and  for  some  years  was  a  resident  of  Middlebury. 
Then  he  removed  to  Waterbury  where  he  spent  three 
years  at  his  work.  After  some  time  in  Plymouth,  he 
in  1865  came  to  Ansonia  and  the  next  year  opened  a 
contracting  and  building  business,  in  which  he  was 
actively  engaged  until  i8</).  In  1869  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  Mr.  Barnes  and  the  two  continued 
together  for  a  number  of  years.  Mr.  Bronson  is  the 
oldest  builder  in  this  section,  having  been  in  the 
business  forty-five  years.  In  his  career  he  has  had 
to  do  with  the  building  of  many  of  the  finest  homes 
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in  this  part  of  the  State,  and  in  Ansonia  alone  he 
has  built  nearly  two  hundred  houses.  His  advice 
and  instruction  as  an  expert  in  his  business  are  still 
freely  sought  and  heeded.  y 

Mr.  Bronson  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Cas- 
tle, of  Woodbury,  a  daughter  of  Seeley  Castle.  Mrs. 
Bronson  is  the  only  child  of  her  parents  now  living- 
and  is  herself  the  mother  of  a  family  of  two  chil- 
dren :  Walter  and  Frederick.  ]Mr.  Bronson  is  a 
Republican  in  his  political  associations,  but  a  strong  . 
believer  in  prohibition.  He  has  served  on  the  board 
of  burgesses  and  is  a  public-spirited  citizen.  He- 
belongs  to  Xaugatuck  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is  a: 
memJier  of  the  Congregational  Church,  where  he 
has  been  a  deacon  for  some  years  and  also  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school.  A  very  active  part 
is  taken  by  him  in  church  and  Sunday-school  work. 

Walter  Broxsox,  noted  above,  was  born  in 
Woodbury  Feb.  27,  1859,  and  was  brought  to  An- 
sonia when  he  was  five  years  old.  He  had  his  edu- 
cation in  the  high  school  and  when  fifteen  years  of 
age  began  life  for  himself  as  a  clerk  in  a  store  irt 
Aliddlebury.  He  was  engaged  in  this  fashion  about 
nine  months  and  then  returned  to  Ansonia  where  he 
attended  school  a  few  months  more  and  then  began 
in  the  store  where  he  is  now  found,  clerking  for  H. 
C.  Miles,  with  whom  he  remained  eighteen  years. 
At  the  end"  of  this  time  he  bought  him  out  and 
since  that  transaction  he  has  been  in  business  for 
hmiself.  Mr.  Bronson  is  with  one  exception  the 
longest  in  business  of  any  man  on  the  street.  He 
carries  a  large  stock  of  foreign  and  domestic  goods. 
and  employs  three  clerks  to  meet  the  demands  of  a 
very  large  and  profitable  trade.  The  store  which  he 
occupies  has  been  entirely  remodeled  and  it  is  to- 
day one  of  the  most  attractive  on  Main  street. 

Walter  Bronson  was  married  in  1883  to  Miss. 
Anna  French,  born  in  Ansonia.  Her  mother  was 
Harriet  Johnson  before  her  marriage  and  is  still 
living,  ilr.  Bronson  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  in 
local  aft'airs  votes  for  the  best  man.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  is  affiliated  with 
Washington  Lodge.  F.  &  A.  M..  and  Mt.  Vernon 
Chapter.  He  also  belongs  to  the  X'augatuck  Lodge.. 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  Ancient  Order  of  Heptasophs.  the 
X'ew  England  Order  of  Protection,  and  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  He  is  an  attendant 
at  the  Congregational  Church  and  belongs  to  the 
Ansonia  Club. 

BEXJAAIIX  HUBBELL  is  a  wide-awake  and 
energetic  business  man  of  Derby,  Xew^  Haven 
county,  where  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  has  suc- 
cessfully conducted  a  livery  stable.  He  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Wilton,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  X'ov.  20. 
1841,  and  is  a  representative  of  an  old  and  highly  re- 
spected family  of  that  county.  His  grandfather. 
Xathan  Hubbell,  spent  his  entire  life  in  Wilton,  his 
time  and  attention  being  devoted  to  agricultural  jjur- 
suits. 

Wakeman    Hubbell,    father    of    Benjamin,    wa.s 
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born  in  the  same  house  whore  our  subject's  birth 
occurred  and  rcniainetl  on  the  old  homestead  en- 
gaged in  farming  throughout  hte.  tie  was  quite  a 
prominent  man  of  his  town  and  was  known  as 
Deacon  Hubbell.  He  married  Miss  JuHa  Aim 
Lynes,  a  native  of  Ridgel^ury.  town  of  Danbury, 
Fairfield  county,  and  a  tlaughter  of  Benjamin  Lynes, 
of  that  town.  Four  children  were  born  of  this  union, 
namely :  Henry  L.,  who  is  a  Doctor  of  Divinity 
and  followed  the  ministry  at  one  time,  is  now  presi- 
dent of  Lake  Charles  College,  Louisiana ;  James 
^^^,  who  was  also  a  Doctor  of  Divinity,  died  in 
INIansfield,  Ohio;  Stephen  is  engaged  in  the  insur- 
ance business  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  and  Benjamin 
is  our  subject. 

Benjamin  Hubbell  spent  his  boyhood  on  the 
borne  farm  in  Wilton  and  was  fitted  for  college  un- 
der. Prof.  Edward  Olmstead.  He  began  his  busi- 
ness career  as  a  drug  clerk  in  Hartford,  Conn., 
which  position  he  filled  for  some  time  and  later  stud- 
ied medicine  with  Dr.  Samuel  Lynes,  of  Xorwalk, 
ior  about  three  years,  after  which  he  took  a  course 
of  lectures  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
;geons,  of  New  York  City,  and  was  graduated  at  the 
institution  in  1862.  ^Mr.  Hubbell  then  operated  the 
borne  farm  until  coming  to  Derby,  in  1871.  He  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business  in  East  Derby  for 
about  four  years,  and  has  since  devoted  his  time  and 
attention  to  the  livery  business. 

In  1864  IMr.  Hubbell  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Alice  ^Marvin,  of  Wilton,  a  daughter  of 
Charles  Marvin,  a  prominent  man  of  that  place,  who 
was  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature  several 
terms  and  also  served  as  bank  commissioner.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  have  two  sons:  Henry  M., 
who  is  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in  Derby ; 
and  Benjamin,  who  was  graduated  from  Yale  in 
1897,  and  is  now  a  teacher  of  languages  in  the 
Derby  high  school.  Mr.  Hubl^ell  and  his  family  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church  and  are 
quite  prominent  in  the  community  where  they  re- 
side. 'Politically  he  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican partv ;  has  served  as  alderman  from  the 
Third  Ward  of  Derby  for  two  years ;  was  select- 
xinan  one  year,  in  1898;  is  at  present  one  of  the  as- 
sessors and  is  also  a  representative  to  the  Legisla- 
ture. He  is  a  man  of  recognized  ability,  is  genial 
and  pleasant  in  manner  and  is  quite  popular  both 
in  business  and  political  circles. 

FRANK  R.  STILLMAN,  the  well-known  far- 
mer and  dairyman  of  Aleriden,  was  born  June  9, 
1847,  o"  the  Stillman  homestead  at  Beach  Hill,  in 
Colebrook,  and  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  old  and 
honorable  families  of  Connecticut. 

There  was  a  coat  of  arms  issued  to  Stillman, 
of  Steeple  Ashton,  Wiltshire,  England,  on  May  6. 
1552,  having  a  camel's  head  and  a  crest.  Rev.  John 
Stillman  was  a  chaplain  in  Cromwell's  army.  He 
was  opjKDsed  to  beheading  Charles  I,  but  was  in 
favor   of    dethroning   him.      George    Stillman,    the 


founder  of  the  family  in  America,  was  a  native  of 
London,  England,  where  he  was  born  in  1654,  a  son 
of  a  London  merchant.  George  also  became  a  mer- 
chant. The  Stillmans  were  supporters  of  Oliver 
Cromweil  during  the  days  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Upon  the  restoration  of  Charles  II  George  was 
forced,  for  safety,  to  assume  another  name,  selectincr 
that  of  I'ritcjiard  or  Piccering.  His  marriage  to 
Lady  Jane  Piccering  occurred  in  London,  where  his 
son,  George,  was  }x)rn.  Those  were  times  of  stomi 
and  stress  and  many  of  the  Cromwell  supporters 
found  it  necessary  to  emigrate  secretlv  to  America. 
This  was  the  case  with  Mr.  Stillman,' and  in  1680, 
leaving  little  George  with  friends  in  London  he,  with 
his  wife,  set  out  on-  the  vovage  to  the  free  land 
across  the  ocean,  but  this  'Mrs.  Stillman  never 
reached,  her  death  occurring  before  land  was 
sighted.  Mr.  Stillman  located  at  Hadlev.  Mass., 
and  in  1685  he  there  married  Rebecca  Smith.  Later 
he  removed  to  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  and  there  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  in  1728,  and  his 
remain's  lie  in  the  old  cemetery  there  with  the  dust 
of  so  many  other  early  settlers.  George  Stillman 
and  his  second  wife  were  the  parents  of  ten  chil- 
dren: Nathaniel;  Benjamin;  John;  Henry;  ^Mar- 
tha;  Rebecca;  and  others  Avhose  names  are  un- 
known. George,  the  son  of  the  first  marriage,  whom 
Mr.  Stillman  left  in  England,  came  later  to  America 
with  a  party  of  Seven  Day  Baptists  and  settled  in 
Rhode   Island. 

John  Stillman,  son  of  George,  was  born  in 
HadleV;  xMass.,  Feb.  19,  1693,  and  removed  to 
Wethersfield,  Conn.,  with  his  parents,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  days  engaged  in  farming. 
.V  prominent  citizen  and  a  deacon  in  the  church  he 
died  full  of  years  in  1775  and  was  buried  in  \\'eth- 
ersfield.  On  '\lzy  26,  1715,  he  married  Mary  Wol- 
cott,  who  was  born  Alay  14,  1694,  and  died  in 
1777,  a  daug'hter  of  Mrs.  Judith  Wolcott  and  a 
granddaughter  of  Samuel  Appleton,  of  Wethers- 
field. Their  union  was  blessed  with  eleven  children  : 
John,  Rebecca,  May,  Abigail,  Martha,  Sarah.  Elisha. 
Abigail    (2),  Appleton,  Huldah  and  Benjamin. 

John  Stillman,  son  of  Deacon  John,  was  born 
Aug.  19,  1717,  in  Wethersfield,  where  he  grew  to 
m.anhood  and  where  he  married  Oct.  26,  1738,  Ra- 
chel Robbins,  a  daughter  of  Richard  and  ^Martha 
(Curtis)  Robbins,  of  Wethersfield.  In  1757  he  re- 
moved with  his  wife  and  family  to  Sandisfield. 
Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  days  and  died  July  15,  1782.  His  widow  re- 
moved to  Colebrook.  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  where 
she  died  July  12,  1807,  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine 
years  and  was  buried  in  the  old  cemetery  there. 
John  Stillman  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  church 
in  Sandisfield.  The  children  born  to  John  and 
Rachel  Stillman  were:  Josiah,  Sept.  16,  1739; 
Hannah,  Feb.  13,  1741  ;  John,  Jan.  16,  1743  ;  Joshua; 
Roger  :  Appleton  ;  and  Robert. 

Roger  Stillman,  son  of  John,  was  born  Julv  4, 
1754,  in  Wethersfield,  where  he  grew  to  manhood. 
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He  tlu-n  removed  to  Sandisfield,  Mass.,  where  he 
t-nlistcd.  Ro^er  Stillman  was  one  of  the  first  to 
enlist  in  the  Continental  army  for  service  in  the 
Ki'vnlutionarv  war,  and  he  participated  in  the  battle 
«it  JUinker  Mill  and  many  other  engagements,  fin- 
ailv  Ix'ing  honorably  discharged  at  Lal^ce  Champlain. 
In  1780  he  located  at  Colebrook  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  days,  dying  Dec.  8,  1832,  and  on 
the  morning  of  the  dark  day  he  was  engaged  in 
building  his  house.  Both  his  name  and  that  of  his 
wife  occur  among  the  founders  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Cliurch  in  Colebrook.  in  17Q5.  He  married 
Mehitable  Kurd,  who  was  born  ^^larch  4,  1757,  in 
Killingworth,  now  Clinton.  Conn.,  and  died  in 
Colebrook  Aug.  24,  1828,  and  there  her  remains  are 
laid  to  rest.  She  was  the  mother  of  ten  children, 
five  of  whom  were  sons :  William,  Deacon  Daniel, 
Osburn,  Ednumd  and  Chester. 

Chester   Stillman,   son  of   Roger,   was  born   in 
Colebrook,  Conn.,  April  9,   1797.  on  a  farm,  one- 
half  mile  south  of  the  main  road.     ]\lr.  Stillman  be-    i 
came  a  land  owner  and  farmer  in  Colebrook  and   \ 
built  a  house  there  in   1825  and  he  was  buried  in    | 
Slillman's  cemetery  in  Colebrook.    On  Dec.  10.  181 5,    ! 
be  united  with  the  church  and  was  appointed  deacon    ; 
in    1838.     On  March  2,   1820,  he  was  married  to    ] 
Clarissa  Esther  De  Wolf,  of  French  ancestry,  who    I 
was  l)orn  Aug.   i,   1797,  at  Otis,  Mass.,  and  died 
May   14,   1864.  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Stillman's    | 
cemetery.     Eight  children  were  born  to  this  vmion, 
f:)ur  of  whom  were  sons:     Edwin  C,  Dorwin  E.,    j 
Lester  R.  and  Collins  L.  ! 

Edwin  C.  Stillman,  the  father  of  Frank  R.  Still-    : 
man,  was  born  in  Colebrook,  in  the  Beach  Hill  dis-    ■ 
trict,  Sept.  14,   1821,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  his   j 
native  home,  following  the  life  of  an  agriculturist.    I 
Later,  with  his  family,  he  moved  to  Southington,    , 
Conn.,  where  he  settled  down  to  farming  and  dairy-    i 
ing  and  spent  the  balance  of  his  life,  dying  June  6,    I 
1895,  and  was  buried  in  Southington.    Air.  Stillman 
was    a   consistent   member   of   the    Congregational 
Church,  'liberal-minded    and    progressive,    a  most 
worthy  citizen  and  an  exemplary  father  and  hus- 
band.    In  politics  he   was   a   Republican   but   was 
never  an  office  seeker. 

On  June  28,  1846,  Mr.  Stillman  was  married  to 
Sarah  M.  Doolittle,  who  was  born  April  18,  1828, 
in  Westfield,  "Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of 
Seth  Doolittle,  who  removed  from  Westfield  to 
I'-arkhamsted,  then  to  Pleasant  Vallev,  where  he 
<he.l.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stillman 
\\erc:_  Frank  R. ;  William  C,  a  dealer  in  butter  and 
<^'k'gs,  in  Meriden;  Jesse  E.,  mentioned  elsewhere  in 
ihi>_w.)rk:  Waldo,  of  Meriden. 

The  Doolittle  F.\mily.  on  the  maternal  side. 
'-  <<ne  of  the  oldest  in  Wallingford.  Abraham  Doo- 
little. the  first  of  that  name  in  Wallingford,  was  a 
native  of  England  who  came  to  America  and  lo- 
c.red  in  Xew  flaven  before  1642,  later  removed  to 
\\  alhngford  as  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  and  there 
died  Aug.    II,   1690.     He  was  twice  married,  the   |  the 


second  wife  being  Abigail  Moss,  who  died  Nov    q 
1710.  ■  ^' 

Daniel  Doolittle  was  the  tenth  child  of  Abra- 
ham Doolittle  and  was  born  Dec.  9.  1675.  He  mar- 
ried Hannah  Cornwall,  of  :\Iiddletown,  Conn.,  and 
later  removed  to  Middletown,  where  he  spent  several 
years,  returning  again  to  Wallingford,  where  he' 
died  in  1755  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty  years,  his  wife^ 
having  died  Jan.  16,  1736.  '  '  I 

Daniel  Doolittle  (2),  son  of  Daniel  Doolittle. ^ 
was  bom  Feb.  3.  1707,  and  engaged  in  farming  near 
the  North  Haven  line,  living  there  through  life,  and 
dying  in  September,  1791,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years.  He  mairied  Elizabeth  Dayton,  and  to 
them  seven  children  were  born.  ; 

Alichael  Doolittle.  son  of  Daniel  (2),  was  a  far- 
mer by  occupation  and  became  a  deacon  in  the  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Wallingford,  where  he  lived  to  a 
ripe  old  age.  He  married  Alillicent  Hough,  of  Wall- 
ingford. 

Seth  Doolittle.  son  of  Alichael  and  ^Millicent  Doo- 
little, was  born  in  Wallingford,  but  later  removed 
to  Westfield  parish,  Middletown,  where  he  followed 
the  trade  of  wagon  maker,  but  still  later  removed 
his  family  to  Barkhamsted,  where  he  pursued  his 
trade  and  died  there.  He  married  Betsey  Healev 
and  their  daughter,  Sarah  'M.  Doolittle,  married  Ed- 
win C.  Stillman,  as  before  related. 

Frank  R.  Stillman  attended  the  Beach  Hill  dis- 
trict school  in  Colebrook  and  remained  at  home  until 
he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  removing  with  his 
family  to  Southington,  where  he  assisted  his  father 
in  his  farming  operations.  On  attaining  his  major- 
ity he  came  to  Meriden  and  for  one  year  was  em- 
ployed by  Deacon  Samuel  Paddock  in  the  butcher 
business.  Returning  to  Southington  he  worked  for 
his  uncle,  Richard  Williams,  during  the  following 
two  years  in  the  express  business  but  his  services 
were  needed  on  the  farm  of  his  father  and  he  re- 
turned home,  there  to  engage  in  farming,  dairving 
and  the  raising  of  tobacco  until  1874.  when  he  came 
to  Aleriden  and  bought  his  present  farm  on  South 
Broad  street,  consisting  of  fifty  acres.  Many  im- 
provements were  needed  here  but  Mr.  Stillman  soon 
had  everything  in  first  class  condition  ;  and  for  many 
years  he  has  been  known  as  a  fine  farmer  and  suc- 
cessful raiser  of  the  best  breeds  of  cattle. 

On  Nov.  28,  1872,  Mr.  Stillman  was  united  in 
marriage,  in  Southington,  to  Miss  Julia  L.  Hart, 
of  that  town,  a  daughter  of  Roswell  and  Permelia 
(Amsden)  Hart,  the  latter  a  native  of  Boston,  the 
former  of  Southington.  To  Mr.  and  ^frs.  Stillman 
five  children  were  born  :     Harrv  Hart,  born  Feb.  5. 

1875 
Sept 
Sept.  25.   1884:  Dorwin.  born  April   ii,  1886,  died 

2,  1890;  and  Elsie  Julia,  born  Dec.  21,  1887. 

of  the  survivors  are  attending  school.  In 
[•olitical  preference  Mr.  Stillman  is  a  Repulilican 
and  both  he  and  his  amiable  wife  are  members  of 


Nov. 

Both 


died   Aug.   5,   the  same  year;  Marion,  born 
19.  1879,  died  Sept.  13,  1881  :  Flora  P.,  l>orn 
5.   1884:  Dorwin,  born  April   ii,  1886, 
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and   have  long-  been   valued 
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members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  In  the  community 
Mr.  Stilhnan  stands  hig^h,  and  he  is  justly  con- 
sidered one  of  the  representative  men  of  the  town 
of  Meriden. 

CHARLES  LEE  SCRANTON,  retired  agri- 
culturist, and  one  of  the  most  highly  respected  citi- 
zens of  the  town  of  iNIadison,  is  a  native  of  the 
same,  born  Feb.  21,  1825,  in  the  Xeck  District. 
He  is  an  honored  member  of  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  highly  respected  families  in  New  Haven 
county. 

(I)  John  Scranton,  the  tirst  of  the  name  in 
,  Guilford,  had  a  son  (H)  John  (Capt.),  who  had  a 
son  (HI)  Ebenezer,  born  March  16,  1696,  in  Guil- 
ford, whence  he  in  early  manhood  removed  to 
North  Guilford,  there  passing  the  rest  of  his  days 
in  farming  pursuits,  dying  Oct.  6,  1774,  at  the  age 
-of  seventy-eight  years.  His  wife.  Ann,  born  in 
1693,  died  July  2,  1780,  aged  eighty-seven  years. 
Both  were  buried  in  the  Xorth  Guilford  cemetery. 
Four  children  constituted  their  family:  (i)  John, 
born  Aug.  27,  1726,  died  in  November,  1736;  (2) 
Ebenezer,  born  Aug.  17,  1728,  settled  in  the  east- 
ern part  of  Connecticut  or  in  Rhode  Island;  (3) 
Ann,  born  ]^Iarch  31,  1731,  married,  in  1751,  John 
Dibble,  of  Boston;   (4)   Jared  is  mentioned  below. 

(IV)  Jared  Scranton,  horn  in  Xorth  Guilford 
June  25,  1733,  was  a  lifelong  farmer  there, 
died  X'ov.  12,  1816,  and  was  buried  in  the  Xorth 
Guilford  cemetery.  On  Jan.  i,  1766,  he  married 
Lucretia  Russell,  who  died  June  14,  1813.  Chil- 
dren: (i)  John  Russell,  born  July  14,  1769,  who 
married  Zerv-iah  Fowler  and  died  Dec.  21,  1820; 
(2)  Jared,  sketch  of  whom  follows;  and  (3) 
Ebenezer,  born  Sept.  6,  1773,  who  was  drowned  in 
Quinebaug  pond,  Guilford,  ]May  21,  1794. 

(V)  Jared    Scranton.   grandfather   of    Charles 
L.,   was  born   May    16,    1771,   in    X'orth   Guilford, 

,  on  the  old  homestead,  and  received  his  earlier  edu- 
cation at  the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood, 
after  which  he  attended  Yale  College,  graduating 
therefrom  in  1795.  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  Like 
his  forefathers,  he  was  a  tiller  of  the  soil  all  his 
days  in  X'orth  Guilford,  dying  there  ^Nlarch  15, 
1851.  He  married  Rachel  Fowler,  born  in  Xorth 
Guilford,  a  daughter  of  Asher  Fowler,  and  nine 
children  were,  born  to  them,  as  follows:  (i) 
Frederick  William,  sketch  of  whom  follows;  (2) 
Evelyn,  born  Aug.  9,  1798.  who  married  (first) 
Susan  X'ewkirk  and  (second)  Eunice  Davis;  ('3) 
Eliza  Ann,  born  March  2,  1800;  (4)  Asher  Fowler, 
bom  Sept.  20,  1801,  who  when  a  young  man  left 
home  for  the  West;  (5)  Cvnthia  Russell,  born 
Oct.  12,  1803;  (6)  Juliette,  born  May  24.  1805; 
(7)  Jared,  born  April  20,  1807,  who  married  Lucy 
Edwards  and  lived  in  Cromwell,  Conn.:  (8) 
Romeo,  born  Dec.  27.  1809,  who  died  IMay  14, 
1827;  and  (9)  Elnathan.  born  !March  27,  1814. 

(VI)  Frederick  W.  Scranton,  father  of  Charles 
L.,  was   born   Aug.    15,    1796,   and   at   the  age  of 


three  years  was  adopted'  by  his  uncle  and  aimt, 
Capt.  Frederick  and  Ann  Lee,  of  Madison,  with 
whom  he  grew  to  manlicxxl.  For  a  time,  in  earlv 
manhood,  he  was  a  clerk  in  the  Xew  Haven  post 
office,  and  then  returning  to  the  Lee  homestead 
(Capt.  Lee  appointing  him  his  heir)  took  charge  of 
the  farm,  and  cared  for  his  foster  father  in  his 
declining  years.  He  died'  in  1877,  a  Democrat  in 
politics  and  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of 
Guilford.  Mr.  Scranton  married  Hannah  Barker, 
a  native  of  Branford,  and  a  daughter  of  Archillis 
and  IVIary  Barker,  well-known  citizens  of  that  lo- 
cality. She  died  in  Madison,  Aug.  9,  1890,  and 
her  remains  were  laid  beside  those  of  her  husband 
in  the  West  cemetery,  Madison.  Their  children: 
(i)  Charles  Lee,  a  sketch  of  whom  follows;  (2) 
Harriet,  born  Feb.  26,  1826,  who  died  Oct.'  27, 
1846;  and  (3)  Romeo,  born  ^Nlay  14,  1S29,  who 
died   March  4,   1832. 

(VII)  Charles  Lee  Scranton,  the  subject  proper 
of  these  lines,  received  his  education  in  part  at  the 
district  schools  of  Madison,  in  part  at  Lee's  Acad- 
emy, and  remained  on  the  home  farm  with  his  par- 
ents, taking  care  of  them  in  their  old  age.  For 
many  years  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits  on 
his  father's  farm,  known  as  the  Capt.  Frederick 
Lee  homestead,  but  he  is  now  living  retired  at  the 
advanced  age  of  over  seventy-six  years,  yet  hale 
and  active,  and  well  posted  on  all  the  leading  events 
of  the  day.  In  politics  he  is  a  lifelong  Democrat, 
in  religious  faith  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
of  Guilford,  and  a  vestryman  in  the  same. 

On  May  17,  1854,  at  Xorth  Lyme,  Xew  London 
Co.,  Conn.,  Charles  L.  Scranton  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Louisa  Stark,  a  native  of  that  place 
and  a  daughter  of  Christopher  and  Phebe  (Jewett) 
Stark,  and  one  child  graced  their  union,  Anna 
Louise,  who  died  in  1880,  at  the  age  of  twentv-one 
years,  deeply  mourned  not  only  by  her  parents  but 
by  a  wide  circle  of  friends,  by  whom  she  was  much 
admired  and  beloved.  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Scranton  are 
a  most  estimable  couple,  and  deservedly  enjov  the 
friendship  and  esteem  of  the  best  people  of  the 
community  in  which  they  live. 

WALLACE  S.  CFIASE,  the  efficient  librarian 
of  the  Taylor  library  in  Milford,  was  born  Jan.  28. 
1847,  ii^  Paxton,  Worcester  Co..  IMass.,  a  son  of 
John  and  grandson  of  X'athan  Chase. 

The  family  traces  its  descent  from  one  of  three 
brothers  who  came  from  England  at  an  early  period 
and  settled  in  Rhode  Island. 

X'athan  Chase,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  re- 
sided near  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  his  wife.  Content 
•Vnthonv,  was  a  native  of  that  State.  They  had 
two  sons:  Rufus.  a  shoemaker  in  Paxton,  ^lass., 
who  died  in  1864,  and  John  S.,  our  subject's  father. 
Xathan  Chase  died  when  the  latter  was  a  young 
man. 

John  S.  Chase  was  born  May  18.  1819,  at  his 
father's  home  and  dit'd  in  Paxton,  Mass.,  Nov.  23, 
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jooi.  His  boyhood  \va?  mainly  '^pcnt  at  I'axton, 
!Ma?s.,  where  he  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade. 
He  married  Miss  Amey  E.  Warren,  a  native  of 
I'axton,  and  they  had  six  children:  Wallace  S.,  our 
subject;  Charles  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one;  Carrie  E.,  wife  of  Almon  Pingree,  of  Denmark, 
Oxford  Co.,  ]\[e. ;  Emma  G.,  who  died  aged  eight- 
een ;  George,  who  died  aged  two  years ;  and  Em- 
mons W.,  a  resident  of  Milford. 

Amey  E.  (Warren)  Chase  was  born  Dec.  12. 
1828,  daughter  of  John  Warren,  of  Paxton,  and  a 
<lescendant  of  John  Warren,  who  came  from  Eng- 
land in  1783,  and  located  at  Marlboro,  !\lass.  Her 
niother,  Lucretia  2\lerrick,  traced  her  descent  from 
John  ]Merrick,  a  native  of  Wales,  who  came  to 
America  in  1614.  The  line  of  descent  is  John  [Mer- 
rick, born  1655 ;  James,  born  1699 ;  Elisha,  born 
Sept.  13,  1735;  Telly,  the  father  of  Lucretia. 

Wallace  S.  Chase  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Paxton,  attending  until  nearly  the  age  of 
seventeen.  In  Xovember,  1863,  he  enlisted  at  Pax- 
ton in  Co.  L,  2d  Mass.  Heavy  Artillery,  with  which 
Tie  served  nearly  two  years,  being  mustered  out 
Sept.  3.  1865,  at  Smithville,  X.  C.  The  following 
year  was  spent  at  Pa.xton  and  for  two  }'ears  he 
worked  in  a  shoe  factory  at  Barre,  Mass.  He  then 
-went  to  Xorwalk,  Conn.,  where  he  was  employed  for 
two  years  in  a  hat  factory  and  in  1870  he  came  to 
[Nlilford.  After  working  two  years  in  a  hat  factory 
there  he  entered  the  Baldwin  shoe  shop  and  two 
years  later  he  went  to  Albany,  X^.  Y.,  to  take  charge 
of  a  retail  shoe  store,  remaining  about  a  year.  Re- 
turning to  Milford  he  worked  in  the  shoe  shop 
most  of  the  time  until  1894  when  he  was  elected  to 
his  present  position  as  librarian  of  the  Taylor  li- 
"brary. 

On  Feb.  14,  1868,  Mr.  Chase  married  Miss 
Emma  Chickering,  of  Rutland.  ]Mass..  daughter  of 
Salmon  Chickering,  a  well-known  resident  of  that 
town.  They  have  one  son,  Charles  R.  ^Ir.  Chase 
is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
prominent  in  social  life.  He  belongs  to  the  Masomc 
fraternity;  the  G.  A.  R. ;  the  Order  of  x\merican 
Mechanics;  and  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  being  a  trustee  at  the  pres- 
ent time. 

WILLIAM  H.  FORSYTH,  president  and  treas- 
tirer  of  the  Pond  Lilly  Co.  For  forty  years  and 
more  the  name  of  Forsyth  has  been  most  closelv  as- 
sociated with  the  business  interests  and  growth  of 
Xew  Haven,  the  late  Thomas  Forsvth  establishing 
here  in  1868,  the  well-known  Elm  City  Dye  Works, 
which  he  and  his  sons,  following  him,  have  devel- 
<''pcd  into  one  of  the  largest  and  m.ost  complete  es- 
tablishments of  its  kind  in  the  country.  Xo  name 
in  X'ew  Haven  stood  higher  than  that  of  Thomas 
Forsvth.  carrying  with  it  such  suggestions  of  honor 
and  integrity  and  all  the  other  qualities  that  go  to 
make  up  a  sound  business  life.  His  sons,  one  of 
v/honi  is  still  identified  with  the  business,  and  whose 


name  appears  at  the  opening  of  this  article,  were 
identified  with  many  important  business  enterprises 
in  the  city. 

T'he  late  Thomas  Forsyth  was  bom  in  Paisley, 
Scotland,  March  26,  1830,  a  son  of  Thomas  Gordon 
and  Alary  (McCunnel)  Forsyth,  both  highly  re- 
spected citizens  of  their  community.  They  were 
in  moderate  circumstances  and  Thomas  received  but 
a  limited  schooling,  but  being  of  a  bright  and  studi- 
ous disposition  he  read  much  and  became  familiar 
with  the  best  literature  of  the  language.  When  he 
was  twelve  years  of  age  he  began  learning  the  dye- 
ing and  bleaching  trade,  but  soon  turned  to  weaving 
at  Paisley,  where  he  worked  for  five  years  in  the 
factory  that  produced  the  celebrated  Paisley  shawls. 
His  e-xtensive  reading  had  stirred  within  him  a  spirit 
of  independence  and  in  1848  he  was  involved  in  the 
Chartist  movement.  He  was  finally  moved  to  seek 
a  fairer  field  in  the  United  States.  Landing  in  X'ew 
York  in  Xovember,  1848,  with  but  a  half  penny  in 
his  pocket,  the  beginning  of  his  career  in  this  coun- 
try was  attended  with  every  discouragement. 
Friends  in  Springfield  whom  he  had  expected  to 
find  had  gone  away ;  weeks  passed  without  his  find- 
ing employment ;  finally  he  discovered  a  young  coun- 
tryman at  Maiden,  Mass.,  with  whom  he  had  worked 
in  a  Paisley  dyeing  shop  and  who  was  carrying  on 
a  small  dye  shop  at  Alalden.  He  gave  young  For- 
syth employment  but  after  two  months  the  enterprise 
proved  a  failure  and  all  the  wages  Mr.  Forsyth  had 
earned  during  the  entire  period  were  lost  and  he 
was  three  months  indebted  to  his  landlord.  Mr. 
Forsyth  secured  employment  with  Barrett  Brothers, 
then  the  largest  dyers  and  bleachers  in  Alalden,  who 
later  moved  to  Somerville,  and  remained  with  them 
eighteen  years,  learning  the  business  from  start  to 
finish. 

Thomas  Forsyth  was  energetic,  frugal  and  in- 
dustrious, and  by  saving  his  money  was  able  to 
start  in  1867  for  Saccarappa,  ]\Iaine,  accompanied  by 
Abial  Foster,  for  the  purpose  of  starting  in  business 
for  himself  in  the  line  in  which  he  had  been  so  long 
engaged.  This  partnership  was  of  but  short  duration 
as  Air.  Forsyth,  owing  to  poor  health,  was  obliged 
to  retire  from  business  for  a  time.  In  1868  Mr. 
Fors\-th  located  in  X^ew  Haven,  where  he  was  as- 
sociated with  Henry  Fisher  in  the  establishment  of 
the  business  with  wihich  he  was  so  long  successfully 
and  prominently  associated,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Forsyth  «S:  Fisher.  It  was  later  carried  on  under 
the  name  of  the  Forsyth  Dyeing.  Laundering  and 
Bleaching  Co.  In  the  beginning  the  concern  was 
a  small  affair  and  its  first  location  was  at  the  corner 
of  Elm  and  Orchard  streets.  After  a  time  the  finn 
erected  a  building  of  their  own  near  their  present 
location.  In  1870  a  steam  laundry  department  was 
added  and  they  were  the  first  laundry  company  in 
the  State  to  do  business  ])y  machinery.  On  the  death 
of  Air.  Fisher,  in  1876.'  Mr.  Forsyth  became  sole 
proprietor,  his  sons  gradually  coming  into  the  busi- 
ness and  relieving  him  of  the  active  management  and 
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responsibility.  In  1882  the  demand  of  the  business 
for  more  commodious  quarters  was  answered  by 
the  erection  of  a  commodious  brick  building  on  the 
corner  of  State  and  Lawrence  streets,  the  plant  cov- 
ering- nearly  an  acre  of  ground  and  answering  all  de- 
mands for  dyeing  and  bleaching,  principally  dye- 
ing for  rubber  shoe  manufacturers.  Their  customers 
in  this  line  at  one  time  included  a  dozen  or  more  of 
the  largest  rubber  concerns  in  that  line  in  the 
United  States,  and  in  the  year  1885  there  were 
colored  and  sent  out  from  this  house  more  than  four 
million  yards  of  cloth  fifty-two  inches  in  width.  The 
laundry  could  handle  500  shirts,  17.000  cuffs  and 
collars  a  day  and  10,000  pieces  of  unstarched  goods 
at  the  same  time.  Carpet  cleaning  was  also  an  im- 
portant branch  of  the  business  and  the  liouse  could 
handle  20,000  yards  of  carpet  a  day.  In  1887  the 
firm  was  incorporated  under  the  name  of  the  For- 
syth Dyeing.  Laundering  &  Bleaching  Co.,  with 
a  capital  of  $25,000.  In  1896  Mr.  \V.  H.  Forsyth 
.  withdrew  from  the  management  of  the  Forsyth 
Dyeing,  Laundering  &  Bleadiing  Co.  and  organ- 
ized the  Pond  Lilly  Co..  which  in  1899  absorbed 
the  former  business,  buying  out  their  machinery  and 
real  estate. 

Thomas  Forsyth  was  a  Republican  and  took  de- 
light in  the  thought  that  he  was  a  Republican  be- 
fore the  organization  of  the  party,  having  been  a 
Whig  and  an  Abolitionist,  and  at  one  time  an  as- 
sociate with  John  Brown,  in  Kansas.  In  his  re- 
ligion he  was  a  Presbyterian. 

Mr.  Fors}th  was  married  in  March,  i860,  at 
St.  John's,  Xew'  Brunswick,  to  Miss  Agnes  White, 
who  died  in  1895  in  Paisley.  Scotland.  To  this 
union  were  bom  the  following  named  children : 
William  H. ;  Leslie  W.,  who  died  in  1887:  Thomas 
Gordon,  now  in  Bridgeport :  and  Janet,  who  mar- 
ried Franklin  K.  Hickok,  of  Xew  Haven.  All  the 
sons  grew  up  in  the  business  and  were  identified 
with  it  at  one  time  or  another. 

William  H.  Forsyth,  one  of  the  surviving  sons, 
and  now  the  active  head  of  the  Forsyth  estate,  was 
educated  in  Xew  Haven,  where  his  early  life  was 
spent.  He  was  a  student  in  the  Dwight  school  and 
afterward  in  the  Workley  school  at  Fairhaven.  His 
preparations  for  business  were  made  in  a  business 
college.  For  two  years  he  had  private  teachers  and 
v/as  liberally  educated  in  the  business  that  he  was 
to  follow.  In  1896  he  formed  the  Pond  Lilly  Co. 
and  purchased  from  his  brother  the  other  business 
in  1899.  The  Pond  Lilly  Co.  does  general  cotton 
dyeing  for  manufacturers.    Mr.  Forsyth  is  president 

j       of  the  Pond  Lilly  Co.,  of  which  William  C.  Har- 

I  mon  is  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  president  of  the 
Pond  Lilly  Laundry  Co.,  which  occupies  the  plant 
of  the  old  Forsyth  Dyeing,  Laundering  &  Bleach- 
ing Co.,  corner  of  Lawrence  and  Mechanic  streets. 
George  A.  Keyes  is  secretary,  and  C.  R.  Whedors, 

I       Jr.,   treasurer   of  this   company.      Fraternally   Mr. 

1  W.  H.  Forsvth  is  connected  with  Olive  Branch 
Lodge,  F.  &'A.  M. ;  Pyramid  Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W. ; 


I  the  Heptasophs;  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World. 
In  1887  j\Ir.  Forsyth  was  married  in  Xew  Haven 
to  Mary  L.  Easton,  a  granddaughter  of  Joseph  Fair- 
child,  one  of  the  old  and  prominent  citizens  of  X'ew 
Haven.  To  this  marriage  have  been  born  three 
children,  Lesley  Easton,  Thomas  and  Donald  W. 

CHARLES  ELKAXAH  PADDOCK,  one  of 
IMeriden's  well-known  farmers  and  dairymen,  wa? 
born  on  his  father's  farm  in  IMeriden  Aug.  31. 
1844,  and  is  a  representative  of  a  very  honorable 

\  family  of  his  locality. 

I  Throughout  the  last  century  the  name  of  Pad- 
dock has  been  identified  with  the  history  of  ]\Ieriden. 

\  where  have  dwelt  the  family  of  the  late  Samuel 
Paddock,  the  latter  for  sixty  and  more  years  one  of 
the  active  and  influential  men  of  the  town.     lie  was 

'•'  succeeded  by   his   son.    Charles   L.    Paddock,    who 

1  passed  away  full  of  years  and  good  deeds. 

Zachariah  Paddock,  from  Wales,  says  tradition. 
came  to  Xew  England  along  in  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury, landing  on  the  Rhode  Island  coast,  and  thence 
later  came  to  Middletown.  Conn.,  where  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life  and  died  May  13,  1800. 

i  when  in  the   seventy-third   year  of  his  age.     His 

'  wife.     Hannah,    survived    him    until    1819,     dying 

\  ]\Iarch  3,  of  that  year,  aged  eighty-one  years. 

I  Samuel  Paddock,  son  of  Zachariah,  the  emi- 
grant, born  June  18.  1758,  resided  in  Middletown. 
On  May  12,  1782,  he  married  Mehitabel  Loveland, 

:  who  was  born  Jan.  29,  1759. 

Samuel  Paddock  (2),  son  of  Samuel,  born  Feb. 
22,  1784,  in  Middletown,  married  (first)  Aug.  30, 
1806.  Polly  Sears,  who  was  born  Dec.  2.  1782.  In 
1806  they  removed  to  [Nleriden  and  made  that  town 
their,  home  the  balance  of  their  lives,  saving  a  few 
years'  residence  in  Wallingford.     There  ^^Irs.  Pad- 

!  dock  died  Oct.  26.   1822.     On  Jan.  22.   1823.  ^Ir. 

I  Paddock  married  Charlotte  Yale.  As  above  stated. 
for  more  than  sixty  years  Mr.  Paddock  was  an  in- 
fluential man  of  the  town,  holding  a  number  of 
offices  in  the  gift  of  his  fellow  men  and  proving 
v.'orthy  of  the  civic  trusts  bestowed  upon  him.  For 
many  years  he  was  extensively  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits. 

Charles  L.  Paddock,  son  of  Samuel  (2)  and 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  biography,  was  born 
on  the  old  Paddock  homestead  in  the  town  of  Meri- 
den  June  6.  1807.  and  was  engaged  in  farming  all 
his  life.  He  was  a  successful  agriculturist  and 
well-known  citizen  and  was  the  owner  of  one  of 
the  largest  farms  in  East  Aleriden  when  he  died. 
March  13,  1879.  He  married  Elizabeth  Day  Hall. 
a  daughter  of  Elkanah  Hall,  of  Wallingford,  and 
a  granddaughter  of  David  Hall,  and  to  this  union 
four  sons  and  three  dauehters  were  born :  El- 
bridge  G.,  deceased:  Frances  E.,  who  married  Jus- 
tin Bradley,  of  Ea.st  Haven,  and  is  now  deceased : 
Sarah,  now  deceased,  wife  of  Horace  Hemingway, 
of  Fairhaven:  Marv  A.,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
Seth  Hotchkiss,  of  Georgia;  Charles  Elkanah;  John 
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M.,   a   farmer  of   East   iNIeridcn :   and   Joel    H.,   a    I 
proniiiioiit  fruit  jjrower  of  Wallinj^ford.  1 

(Jliarlcs  Elkanah  Paddock  was  reared  upon  the 
o'd  faniilv  farm,  attended  the  district  schools  and  I 
also  Meriden  Academy  and  has  spent  ahnost  all  of  ; 
his  life  on  the  farm.  For  several  years  he  \vorke('  I 
as  a  mechanic  and  then  settled  down  on  a  part  of  j 
the  old  homestead,  built  a  nice  residence  and  has  | 
successfully  followed  general  farming,  market  gar- 
dening and  dairying. 

In  July,  1866,  Mr.  Paddock  was  married  to 
•Miss  Ellen  Jennette  Hubbard,  a  native  of  Meriden. 
daughter  of  Asaph  Hubbard  and  a  member  of  one 
of  the  oldest  families  in  Connecticut.  They  adopteil 
one  daughter.  Xellie  M..  who  is  a  highly  educated 
young  lady,  and  was  engaged  as  a  stenogTai^her 
and  typewriter  in  Hartford  for  several  years,  and 
on  Oct.  17,  1901.  she  was  married  to  L.  Alorelle 
Cooke,  of  Wallingford.  Connecticut. 

Like  his  father  Mr.  Paddock  is  in  sympathy 
with  the  Democratic  party  but  has  always  declined 
oflfice  at  its  hands.  His  religious  membership  is 
with  the  Congregational  Church  and  Mrs.  Paddock 
is  a  member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  of  Aleri- 
den.  Both  are  valued  members  of  the  Meriden 
Grange.  ]^Ir.  Paddock  is  a  representative  citizen. 
honest  and  upright  in  his  rlealings.  of  exemplary 
life  and  enjoys  the  esteem  of  the  whole  community. 

WARD  H.  SAXFORD,  M.  D.  Among  the 
prominent  young  professional  men  of  the  city  of 
New  Haven  the  subject  of  this  brief  biography.  Dr. 
Ward  H.  Sanford,  takes  an  envied  position,  for  in 
the  comparatively  short ,  time  since  his  graduation 
and  location'  in  this  city  he  has  built  up  a  practice 
larger  and  more  satisfactory  than  that  of  many 
older  practitioners. 

Dr.  Sanford  was  born  in  Liberty,  X.  Y..  Aug. 
27,  1859,  a  son  of  Elias  W.  Sanford.  who  was  bom 
in  Fulton  Settlement  Jan.  29,  182 1.  and  died  in 
1900,  a  worthy  son  of  Hiram  Sanford  wdio,  with 
his  wife,  Phoebe  Warren,  was  born  in  Connecticut. 
Grandmother  Warren  was  a  cousin  of  the  brave 
Gen:  Warren,  of  Revolutionary  fame.  Elias  W. 
Sanford,  the  father,  settled  in  Liberty,  X.  Y.,  and 
attended  the  common  schools,  later  going  to  school 
in  Xew  York  City.  All  his  life  he  was  a  great  stu- 
dent of  historv  and  every  moment  that  he  could 
spare  from  .business  was  devoted  to  the  enjoyment 
of  this  taste.  Mr.  Sanford  learned  the  trade  of  tan- 
ner at  Liberty  Falls  and  worked  at  it  at  Cochccton, 
X'.  Y.,  later  becoming  the  first  postmaster  of  that 
village,  holding  the  office  many  years.  He  married 
Mary  T..  daughter  of  the  late  Capt.  FI.  P.  Horton, 
of  Bethel,  X.  Y.  In  1861.  with  his  family,  he  re- 
moved to  Xew  York  and  was  there  appointed 
weigher  and  inspector  for  the  government  for  the 
Xew  Jersey  division  and  as  he  was  exceedingly  well- 
fiualified  for  such  a  position  he  held  it  for  five  years. 
In  1877  he  removed  to  White  Lake  and  purchased 
the  old  John  Linson  farm,  which  is  now  known  as 


Koneonga  Place.    In  1892  he  sold  this  and  returned 
to  Liberty,  where  his  wife  died  Oct.  i,  1895. 

Mr.  Sanford  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
]\I.  E.  Church  for  a  period  of  fifty  years.  The 
children  who  survive  their  parents  are :  Ward  H., 
our  stibject ;  Bruce  E.  and  Alice  M.,  both  of  whom 
reside  in  Liberty. 

Ward  FI.  Sanford  spent  his  boyhood  days  at 
White  Lake  and  attended  private  schools  both 
there  and  at  Walton,  X'.  Y.,  entering  the  Lniversity 
of  Vermont,  although  previous  to  this  lime  he  had 
pursued  special  studies  under  private  tutors  at  Utica, 
X'.  Y..  for  several  years.  Leaving  the  University  of 
Vermont  before  graduation  he  entered  the  Baltimore 
Medical  College  and  jrraduated  in  the  class  of  1895, 
coming  immediately  to  Xew  Haven.  In  this  citv  Dr. 
Sanford  soon  found  there  were  plenty  of  patients 
awaiting  his  skill  and  he  has  built  up  a  still  grow- 
ing practice. 

On  May  24,  1889,  Dr.  Sanford  was  married  ta 
]\Iiss  Rosa  Rhine,  a  native  of  Watertown.   X.   Y. 
With  his  brother  physicians  our  subject  is  held  in 
high  esteem  and  is  very  often  called  in  consultation 
upon  subjects  of  which  he  has  made  a  special  study  J 
He  is  connected  with  a  number  of  societies,  among-' 
these,  Hiram  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Xew  Haven ;  t 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Utica :  Royal  Arcanum,  of  Utica  : 
X'ew  England  Order  of  Protection ;  State  and  coun- 
ty Medical  and  Xew  Hav'en  Medical  Societies ;  also 
the   Xew  York   State   Pharmaceutical  Association. 
In   politics   Dr.    Sanford  has   long  been  connected 
with  the  Republican  partv.  but  his  professional  du- 
ties are  so  urgent  that  he  takes  only  a  voter's  inter- 
est in  the  contests  at  the  polls. 

JOHX  T.  KEXT.  The  large  industrial  com- 
panies reach  out  and  select  as  foremen  and  super- 
intendents of  their  various  departments  the  best 
men  they  can  find  for  their  responsible  places.  It 
is  a  guarantee  of  superior  abilitv  for  one  to  hold  a 
position  of  that  nature.  For  nineteen  years  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  has  been  foreman  in  the  wood- 
working department  of  the  Farrell  foundry  at  An- 
son ia. 

Mr.  Kent  was  born  in  Meriden,  Conn.,  Dec.  2j, 
1851,  a  son  of  Timothy  and  Ellen  (Rowan)  Kent. 
The  father,  a  native  of  Ireland,  migrated  when  a 
young  man  to  America,  locating  first  in  Massachu- 
setts and  later  in  Connecticut.  He  was  a  carpenter 
and  builder  and  worked  as  a  journeyman  until  his 
death  at  Ansonia  at  the  age  of  forty-eight  years. 
His  wife,  also  a  native  of  Ireland,  lived  to  the  age 
of  fifty-three  years.  To  Timothy. and  Ellen  Kent 
were  born  five  children,  three  of  whom.  John  T., 

I  Anna  and  Xora.-  survived.     Anna  married  William 
Conklyn.  of  Waterbury ;  and  Xora  is  married  and 

1  lives  in  Bridgeport. 

John  T.  Kent,  when  ten  years  of  age,  left  his 
home  and  worked  as  a  farmer  in  Cheshire.  Conn., 
until  he  was  si.xteen  years  old,  attending  the  com- 

1  men  schools.    He  then  began  to  learn  his  trade  with 
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his  father,  remaininc^  with  him  and  his  partner  until 
187  r.  He  then  came  to  Anson  la  witii  his  father  and 
here  worked  at  Iris  trade,  first  witli  John  Dixburv 
and  later  successively  with  D.  1".  Johnson  and  Piatt. 
Lines  &  Co.,  with  the  latter  conipanv  actino^  occa- 
sionally as  foreman  and  he  was  sent  by  them  to 
Farrell  Foundry  and  was  engaged  in  its  construc- 
tion about  a  year.  He  was  then  employed  hv  the 
.Farrell  Foundry  and  a  few  months  later,  in  18&J, 
was  made  foreman  of  the  wood-workinq-  dejiartment, 
a  position  which  he  has  since  held  uninterruptedly. 
At  first  he  had  seven  men  in  his  department  and  nou- 
he  has  eig:hteen,  and  at  times  when  constructing- 
some  of  the  buildings  he  has  employed  sixtv  men. 
Mr.  Kent  does  all  the  drafting  for  new  buildings 
or  alterations.  He  has  seen  the  business  of  the 
foundry  grow  to  more  than  double  in  size  and  its 
employes  increase  from  200  to  500.  He  is  a  thor- 
ough wheelwright  also,  one  of  the  few  masters  of 
that  trade  that  can  now  be  found. 

Mr.  Kent  is  prominent  in  the  fraternal  organiza- 
tions of  America.  He  is  a  member  of  the  2\Iacca- 
bees,  Tent  Xo.  5,  and  has  served  as  its  commander. 
He  has  been  through  all  the  chairs  and  is  chief  of 
the  Ancient  Order  of  Foresters  and  also  of  the  Cir- 
cle of  Foresters.  For  twentv-six  years  he  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Young  Men's  Temperance  Society, 
has  filled  all  the  offices  and  he  takes  a  deep  interest 
in  its  aff^.irs.  He  is  also  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Farrell  Foundry  Beneficial  Association  and  is  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  active  members  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus.  Fie  is  an  attendant  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  of  Ansonia. 

^Ir.  Kent  is  one  of  the,  public-spirited  citizens 
of  Ansonia.  His  sound  business  principles,  stern 
integrity  and  high  attainments  have  commended  him 
to  the  good  wishes  of  the  community  and  he  com- 
mands a  host  of  friends.  He  is  not  only  conversant 
with  current  affairs  but  has  a  large  and  well  se- 
"^  lected  library,  including  standard  works  of  history, 
poetr}-  and  mechanics,  and  of  these  and  the  latest 
literature  he  is  an  appreciative  student. 

BE^7A^^X  LOTT  LAMBERT,  M.  D.,  one 
of  the  prominent  and  respected  physicians  of  New 
Haven,  whose  pleasant  home  is  at  Xo.  358  Howard 
avenue,  in  that  city,  was  born  in  X'ew  Haven 
Feb.  16,  1856,  son  of  Denison  David  Lambert,  who 
was  born  Sept.  20,  1820. 

The  Lambert  family  can  trace  its  descent  from 
high  antiquity,  .going  back  with  all  the  certainty 
of  written  records  to  the  time  of  William  the  Con- 
queror, in  the  eleventh  century,  and  by  history  of 
undoubted  credibility  to  the  Kingdom  of  the  Lom- 
bards, in  Italy.  The  earliest  account  we  have  of 
the  Lombards  is  that  they  were  a  roving  clan  from 
Norway,  that  they  settled  awhile  in  \"indili  (in 
Germany),  till,  attracted  by  the  fair  plains  of 
Modena,  they  rushed  from  their  mountain  fast- 
nesses, took  possession,  and  founded  one  of  the  most 
powerful  States  in  Italy.     The  signification  of  the 


name  in  their  language  was  long  beard,  as  his- 
tory states  that  "this  clan  parted  their  hair  and  suf- 
fered it  to  grow  to  whatever  length  it  might  at- 
tain." This  clan  is  described  as  being  of  a  warlike 
temper,  as  the  fact  and  manner  of  their  establish- 
ing themselves  in  Italy  would  prove.  Upon  the 
subversion  of  the  Kingdom  the  descendants  of  the 
clan  were  dispersed  into  various  parts  of  Europe, 
many  of  them  settling  in  cities  and  large  towns  in 
that  part  of  the  world.  The  family  from  which 
the  Milford  (Conn.)  branch  is  descended  we  find 
in  history  had  established  itself  in  Xormandy, 
France.  It  appears  from  the  records  of  heraldry 
that  they  were  of  the  highest  respectability  in  the 
said  place,  and  on  them  were  bestowed  the  various 
orders,  of  knighthood.  When  William  the  Con- 
queror invaded  England  he  took  with  him  Rodolph 
de  Lambert  as  his  armor  bearer,  or  knight  at  arms, 
Cardinal  Lambertini,  of  this  family,  was  elected 
Bishop  of  Rome  Aug.  2y,  1730,  and  took  the  title 
of  Benedict  XIV. 

Rodolph'  de  Lambert  left  one  son,  Hugh,  and 
from  him  are  descended  all  of  the  name  in  Eng- 
land and  X'orth  America.  Among  the  most  noted 
of  these  were  John  Lambert,  who  commanded  the 
Parliamentary  forces  against  King  Charles  I ;  also 
Richard,  ancestor  of  the  Earl  of  Cavan ;  his  heir, 
the  first  baron,  who  was  created  Lord  Lambert, 
and  Earl  of  the  County  of  Cavan,  in  1617  (he  died 
July  9,  1718)  ;  his  son  Charles  on  May  12,  1642, 
was  made  governor  of  the  city  of  Dublin.  Jesse 
Lambert,  the  ancestor  of  the  Lambert  family  of 
Milford,  Conn.,  emigrated  from  England  about 
1680.  He  was  from  a  branch  of  the  Earl  of  Cavan's 
family  who  settled  in  Wiltshire  (or  Devon). 
Jesse  Lambert,  previous  to  his  coming  to  New  Eng- 
land, had  been  an  officer  in  the  British  na^y,  and 
had  been  up  the  ^lediterranean  sea  against  the 
Turks.  His  first  landing  in  America  was  at  Boston, 
but  in  a  few  days  he  proceeded  on  to  X'ew  Haven, 
and  soon  after  to  Milford,  where  he  settled  in  1684. 
His  residence  was  on  the  west  side  of  the  Wepo- 
wage  river,  a  few  rods  north  of  the  First  Presby- 
terian meeting-house,  on  Xo.  7  of  the  lots  of  the 
early  planters.  C)n  ]May  10,  1688,  he  married  De- 
borah Fowler,  daughter  of  Capt.  William  Fowler, 
and  granddaughter  of  William  Fowler,  magis- 
trate. Jesse  Lambert  died  in  the  autumn  of  1718; 
his  will  is  recorded  on  Probate  Records,  Xew  Ha- 
ven, Lib.  IV,  page  553.  His  son  Jesse  was  born 
April  20,  1693,  and  died  Dec.  26,  1773. 

David  Lambert,  great-grandfather  of  the  Doc- 
tor, and  third  son  of  Jesse  (2)  was  born  Dec.  2, 
1731,  in  Milford,  settled  in  the  family  homestead 
there,  and  was  the  owner  of  a  large  real  estate. 
He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  In  1755  he  mar- 
ried ^lartha  (Gunn)  Northrop,  and  they  had  ten 
children.  He  died  Xov.  8,  1815,  aged  eighty-four; 
his  wife,  born  July  21,  1737,  died  Oct.  27,  1815, 
aged  seventy-eight.  'Mr.  Lambert  was  a  large, 
well-built  man,   of   dignified  carriage.     He   had   a 
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limi,  unbending  spirit,  and  was  noted  for  his  de- 
cision and  independence  of  mind.'  He  was  sincere 
in  his  attachments  as  a  friend,  and  stubborn  and 
uncompromising  to  those  who  offended  him.  Truly 
l)cnevolent,  his  house  was  ever  opened  to  the  poor 
and  friendless.  In  his  active  years  he  was  one  of 
the  loading  men  of  the  community,  serving  as  town 
clerk,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  other  capacities. 

Benjamin  Lott  Lanibert,  seventh  son  of  David 
and  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  Sept. 
29.  1782,  in'Milfonl  (now  the  town  of  Orange), 
Conn.  He  taught  in  the  academy  in  ]\Iilford  for 
eleven  years,  then  settled  on  a  farm  in  Orange. 
He  was  the  first  representative  sent  to  the  Legis- 
lature from  the  town  of  Milford,  and  was  also  town 
clerk  for  several  years.  He  died  Oct.  11,  1825,  at 
the  early  age  of  forty-three,  from  an  overdose  of 
root  given  for  swamp  fever.  He  was  buried  in  the 
( )raiige  cemetery.  He  was  married  Sept.  8,  1817, 
t"  luuiice,  daughter  of  Isaac  Hemingway,  of  Wood- 
bridge,  Conn.  One  of  their  sons,  Benjamin  Lott 
Lambert,  born  Dec.  28,  1825,  is  still  living  in  Xew 
Haven. 

Dcnison  Daviil  Lambert-,  son  of  Benjamin  L., 
was  reared  upon  the  farm  in  Xorth  Milford,  and 
was  c<Iucated  in  the  common  schools.  L'ntil  1840 
lie  was  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  the  old  home- 
>tea(l.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  employed  as 
a  carf>enter  and  builder  in  Xew  Haven :  was  also 
engaged  in  erecting  mills  in  the  South,  at  Atlanta, 
<>a..  for  a  time;  and  for  fifteen  years  was  in  busi- 
ne'^s  at  Milledgeville,  Ga.,  after  which  he  retired. 
After  his  return  to  X'ew  Haven  he  entered  the  real- 
t•^tate  business,  which  he  followed  for  only  a  few 
_M-ars,  his  death  occurring  INIay  13,  1871.  He  mar- 
rx'tl  Jane  Adams  Hinman,  who  was  born  in  W'ood- 
I'ury  .\pril  27.  1827,  and  they  had  three  children, 
»'t  whom  Benjamin  Lott  and  David  Denison  sur- 
\:vc.  Jennie  Celia,  twin  sister  of  Benjamin  L., 
<lii-.l  Aug.  4,  1898,  after  a  life  of  usefulness  in 
tile  Cnited  Church.  Mrs.  Lambert  belonged  to  the 
Minor  family  through  her  mother,  Mrs.  Hinman, 
\\ho  <Iic(l  when  Mrs.  Lambert  was  a  little  girl. 
'I  he  fatl'.cr  married  for  his  second  wife  a  lady  of 
the  same  name.  Hinman,  who  lived  to  the  advanced 
ii'^c  ut   iiincty-si.x  years. 

Dr.  Benjamin  L.  Lambert  has  spent  his  life  in 
New  H.-ivcn.  where  he  received  his  literary  edu- 
cati.n.  tinishing  at  Yale.  In  1883  he  graduated 
fn-m  the  Medical  Department  of  the  L'niversity  of 
Xtw  \()rk.  lor  two  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 
practici-  of  his  j-.rofcssion  in  Brooklyn,  and  in  1882 
Ik  came  a  resident  of  his  native  city.  His  home  and 
l>u-incss  have  been  maintained  here  since  that  time 
with  most  excellent  and  satisfactory  results.  In 
\\'\>  medical  practice,  while  he  was  broad  and  thor- 
'|"gh  in  his  preparation,  he  makes  a  specialty  of  the 
<i:.-eases   of  children. 

Dr.  Lambert  was  married  Dec.  15,  i88r,  to 
Mary  Durant  <  ;i!I)ert,  of  Durant,  Ohio,  who  was 
'I-e  tirst  ciiild  born  in  that  town,  hence  her  name; 


[  she  received  two  building  lots  for  the  honor.  She 
[  was  one  of  five  children  born  to  Isaac  U.  and 
Alary  (Husson)  Gilbert;  her  mother,  a  native  of 
I  Lancaster,  Pa.,  is  still  livine.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Lam- 
j  bert  have  had  one  son,  Harold  Denison,  who  died 
I  Aug.  22,  1899.  The  Doctor  built  the  house  in 
j  which  he   resides. 

Dr.  Lambert  is  a  Republican,  and  was  the  first 
I  of  his  political  faith  to  be  elected  from  his  ward  to 
!  the  court  of  common  council.  For  the  four  and 
I  one-half  years  ensuing  he  was  elected  alderman, 
i  in  1895,  1896,  1897  and  until  July  i,  1898,  being 
a  member  of  the  board  of  aldermen,  and  during  this 
I  time  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  lamp  committee, 
I  and  as  president  of  the  board  of  aldermen  in  1897 
\  and  six  months  of  1898.  In  1895  ^"^  1896  he  was 
on  the  board  of  finance,  and  for  one  year  was  a 
:  member  of  the  park  commission.  For  the  past 
two  years  he  has  been  police  surgeon  of  the  Third 
:  precinct;  he  was  chairman  of  the  committee  to 
:  improve  Beecher  pond  and  the  adjacent  land. 
j  Dr.  Lambert  takes  pride  in  his  social  relations, 
I  and  is  highly  esteemed  in  fraternal  circles.  In 
I  Masonry  he  is  an  adept,  having  risen  to  the 
I  thirty-second  degree,  belonging  to  Trumbull  Lodge ; 
!  Franklin    Chapter ;   Harmony    Council ;    Lafayette  j 

Consistory,    Xo.   2 ;    Pyramid    Temple ;    and    other 

j  bodies.     He  is  also  affiliated  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F. ; 

j  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  in  which  he  is  past  master;  and 

the  K.  P.,  having  assisted  in  organizing  the  local 

lodge,  in  which  he  is  now  past  chancellor.     He  is 

!  past  archon  of  the  Order  of  Heptasophs,  and  be- 

1  longs  to  the  Red  Men  at  X'ew  Haven ;  is  past  presi- 

i  dent  of  the  American  Guild ;  also  supreme  medical 

director    of    the    American  Mutual   Life   Society. 

I  The  Doctor   since   he   began   life   for  himself  has 

been  a  member  of  fifty-two  dififerent  societies  and 

associations,  and  in  all  these  relations  he  has  been 

:  much    esteemed,    winning   a   host    of    friends    who 

;  wish  him   well  and  are  glad   to  see  him  prosper. 

He  is  identified  with  the  Howard  Avenue  Congre- 

i  gational  Church,  and  has  placed  a  memorial  win- 

\  dow  in  this  church  for  his  son. 

In    his    professional    associations    Dr.    Lambert 
stands  well  among  his  brethren  of  the  science  of 
I  practice  as  well  as  with  the  general  public.     His 
;  membership   in   the   city,   county   and    State   medi- 
cal  socie^ties   and  the  American    Medical   Associa- 
tion serves  to  display  his  professional  enthusiasm 
;  and  to  emphasize  his  kindly  and   fraternal   feeling 
I  toward  all  who  are  walking  in  the  same  lines  wiili 
him.     He  has  acted  as  vice-president  of  the  City 
;  and    County    Medical    Societies,    and    has    written 
i  often  for  publication  on  important  medical  themes. 

DAVID  DEXISOX  LAAIBERT,  the  present 
j  popular  and  capable  supervising  principal  of  tlic 
i  Day  District,  in  Xew  Haven,  was  l)orn  in  that  city 
Aug.  7,  1862,  a  son  of  Denison  David  and  Jane 
I  Adams  (Hinman)  Lambert.  He  acquired  his  edu- 
!  cation  in  the  Xew  Haven  schools,  and  was  grad- 
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uated  from  the  Academic  Department  of  Yale  in 
1886,  receiving  his  degree  of  M.  A.  two  years 
later.  After  this  special  course  of  two  years  he 
began  teaching  mathematics  in  New  York  city, 
where,  after  a  year  of  good  work,  he  received  a 
call  to  the  schools  at  West  Ansonia,  in  New  Haven 
county,  Conn.  At  this  place  he  spent  two  years, 
after  which  for  three  years  he  was  principal  of  the 
public  schools  at  W'estville.  In  1894  he  entered 
upon  his  present  work,  as  supervising  principal  of 
the  Day  District,  which  in  igoi  consisted  of  five 
buildings,  forty  teachers  and   1,700  pupils. 

In  1888  Air.  Lambert  was  married  to  Katie  A. 
Latham,  who  was  born  in  Xew  York,  a  daughter 
of  Joseph  A.  Latham,  who  was  a  rare  mechanical 
genius,  and  moved  to  Xew  Haven  to  take  up  the 
steam   fitting   business,    later    becoming    a    pattern 
and  model  maker,  and  he  died  there  in  1893.    Ellen    j 
A.    (Atkins)    Latham,    mother   of    ]\Irs.    Lambert,    I 
was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Atkins,  of  Waterbury. 
Three  children  have  blessed  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lambert,  namely :     Cecile,  Rheta  and  Deni- 
son   Latham. 

Mr.  Lambert  is  a  Republican,  and  belongs 
to  the  Union  League  and  the  Young  Men's 
Republican  Club.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Young  Men's  Institute,  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  the 
New  Haven  Golf  Club  and  the  American  Mu- 
tual Life  Society.  As  a  mathematician  he  has 
more  than  a  local  reputation,  and  he  has 
perfected  a  perpetual  calendar,  which  shows  any 
day  of  any  year  by  a  simple  change  which  re- 
quires but  a  moment  to  effect.  With  his  family 
he  has  attended  for  eight  years  the  Howard  Ave- 
nue Congregational  Church. 

WILLIAM  A.  PEXFIELD,  of  Meriden,  is  a 
scion  of  one  of  the  early  families  of  X"ew  England. 

Nathaniel  Penfield,  the  first  of  the  American 
branch  of  the  family,  was  a  member  of  the  X'ew 
Haven  Colony,  and  settled  at  Wallingford,  where  he 
died  in  January,  1776. 

Nathaniel  Penfield  (2),  son  of  X'athaniel  and  his 
wife  Hannah,  was  a  farmer  in  what  is  now  Meri- 
den. On  June  9.  1755,  he  married  Lydia  Barnes, 
and  died  in  Meriden  May  18.  1777.  His  widow 
married  Jeremiah  H.  Osgood,  April  23,  1778,  and 
died  Jan.  31,  181 1,  aged  seventy-six  years. 

Phineas  Penfield,  son  of  X'athaniel  ('2')  and  his 
wife  Lydia,  was  born  June  6.  1756.  From  Farming- 
ton,  Conn.,  he  became  an  enlisted  private  soldier  in 
the  Continental  armv,  and  saw  actual  service  for  the 
sp>ace  of  twelve  months  and  twenty-three  days,  a 
part  of  this  time  l>eing  under  Capt.  Curtis  and  Col. 
Enos.  On  April  9,  1778,  he  married  Lucv,  daughter 
of  Jeremiah  H.  and  Lucy  (  Churchill )  Osgood,  and 
he  died  March  28.  1834.  in  Hartford  county,  at  the 
age  of  seventv-seven  years.  X'athaniel,  a  brother 
to  Phineas  Penfield,  but  four  years  his  junior,  also 
enlisted  at  Farmington,  as  a  private,  in  the  Con- 
necticut troops,  and  his  service  lasted  for  eighteen 


months  and  twelve  days,  during  a  portion  of  which 
time  he  served  under  Capt.  Bray  and  Col.  Butler. 
Phineas  Penfield  (2),  son  of  Phineas  and  Lucy^ 
was  born  Oct.  18,  1785,  and  Nov.  25,  1812,  he  mar- 
ried Ruth  Judd  Flart,  who  was  born  ]\Iay  3,  1703. 
a  daughter  of  Linus  Hart,  of  Farmington.  Siie 
died  Dec.  11,  1848,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years. 
Phineas  Penfield  was  a  farmer  and  cooper  and  died 
in  his   sixtieth  year,  Aug.  3,   1845. 

Lemuel  Penfield,  son  of  Phineas  (2).  was  born 
in  New  Britain,  and  died  in  1876,  aged  fifty-six 
years.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  place,  and  while 
still  a  youth  he  entered  the  shipping  department  of 
the  Stanley  Rule  &  Level  Co.,  where  he  remained  for 
several  years.  ]\Ir.  Penfield  was  the  first  policeman 
appointed  under  the  city  government  of  Xew  Brit- 
ain, and  continued  on  the  force  until  his  death.  His 
remains  rest  in  the  X'ew  Britain  cemetery.  His 
first  wife  was  Caroline  Allen,  who  bore  him  four 
children,  the  eldest  of  these  died  in  infancv;  Henrv 
B.  resides  in  Meriden ;  William  A. ;  and  Caroline 
married  Spencer  Page  and  lives  in  X'ew  Britain. 
Lemuel  Penfield  was  married  a  second  time,  Alis.s 
Hattie  Terrell  becoming  his  wife.  During  life  he 
was  a  faithful  and  valued  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  espoused  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party  from  its  first  organization. 

William  Allen  Penfield,  son  of  Lemuel  and  Caro- 
line (Allen)  Penfield.  was  born  March  30.  1852,  in 
X'ew  Britain,  Conn.,  and  there  attended  the  district 
school,  passing  through  the  course  at  the  high 
school.  When  but  fourteen  years  of  age  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Stanley  Rule  &:  Level  Co.,  in  the 
rule  department,  where  he  continued  for  twelve  yars, 
eight  of  these  being  employed  on  piece  work.  Then 
he  came  to  Meriden,  and  here  accepted  a  position 
with  the  ]\Ieriden  Britannia  Co.,  in  the  German  silver 
department,  remaining  in  this  city  for  three  years  in 
the  same  capacity.  When  Mr.  Penfield  returned  to 
his  old  home,  X'ew  Britain,  he  worked  in  the  lock 
shop  for  one  year,  but  decided  to  come  back  to  IMeri- 
den  and  accepted  a  position  in  the  brass  department 
of  the  Bradley  &  Hubbard  Manufacturing  Co.,  as  a 
contractor,  and  for  seventeen  years  he  has  continued 
with  this  well-known  concern.  His  reliability  and 
substantiality  are  well  established  in  this  city,  where 
he  is  regarded  as  a  representative  citizen. 

Mr.  Penfield  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
public  affairs  in  this  city  for  a  number  of  years. 
L'ntil  1901  his  political  connection  was  with  the 
Democratic  partv,  but  the  issues  of  that  time  caused 
him  to  vote  with  the  Republicans  and  he  has  been 
warmlv  welcomed  into  that  party.  In  1896  he  was 
elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket  as  alderman  from 
the  Third  ward,  in  this  city,  was  chairman  of  the 
Claims  committee,  and  in  1899  lie  was  appointed  a 
member  of  the  board  of  Public  Works,  having  two 
vears  yet  to  serve.  L'nder  Mayor  Ives  he  also  served 
as -fire  commissioner  for  one  year. 

On  Oct.  16,  1874,  Mr.  Penfield  was  married  in 
Xew  Britain,  Conn.,  to  Sarah  Briggs,  who  was  born 
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in  Nt-'W  BriHiswick,  Canada,  a  daughter  of  Eben 
ami  Mchitable  (Taylor)  Briggs,  and  the  four  chil- 
dren born  to  this  union  were:  Harry  Briggs,  who 
died  young;  Alattie  Alay.  who  married  Lorenzo  T. 
Fuller,  has  one  child.  Briggs  Pentield ;  William 
Lenniel,  with  the  Bradley  &  Hubbard  Manufactur- 
ing Co. ;  and  Charles  Larkin.  The  home  which 
Mr.  Penfield  erected  on  Randolph  avenue,  in  Meri- 
den,  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  and  stately  on  that 
beautiful  thoroughfare,  and  it  is  presided  over  with 
ease  and  grace  by  his  most  estimable  wife,  who  is 
"])rominent  in  both  religious  and  social  circles  in 
Mcriden.  She  is  an  active  member  of  All  Saints' 
Episcopal  Church,  while  Air.  Penfield  shows  by  an 
exemplarv  life  his  liberal  and  discerning  l>equests  to 
all  deserving  objects  and  his  public  spirit  on  all  oc- 
casions, that  he  is  actuated  by  true  Christian  prin- 
ciples. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Penfield  is  a  member  of  Myrtle 
Lodge,  No.  6,  K.  of  P.,  also  of  Meriden  Lodge, 
No.  35,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 
and  Montowese  Tribe,  L  O.  R.  J\L,  Silver  City 
Lodge,  O.  U.  A.  ]\L,  and  Pilgrim's  Harbor  Coun- 
cil, R.  A.  Perhaps  !Mr.  Penfield's  first  interest, 
outside  his  business  and  his  family,  is  the  posses- 
sion of  fine  horses,  and  usually  he  owns  some  speedy 
trotters.  Several  specimens  which  have  attracted 
attention  have  been  trained  under  his  eye.  Although 
in  no  way  a  sjxirting  man,  the  interest  he  takes  in 
horses  is  an  enjoyable  diversion  from  business 
cares. 

E.  EUGENE  HUBBARD,  a  well-known  agri- 
culturist of  the  town  of  Orange,  was  born  June  10, 
1848.  on  his  present  farm,  an  attractive  homestead 
at  Oyster  River,  or  Woodmont,  about  three  miles 
from  West  Haven. 

The  family  has  been  prominent  in  this  section 
from  an  early  day,  and  our  subject's  great-grand- 
father. Gen.  John  Hubbard,  served  as  a  general  in 
the  training  of  the  old-time  militia,  under  appoint- 
ment from  the  governor.  He  resided  in  New  Haven 
in  early  manhood,  and  for  more  than  twentv  years 
was  chorister  of  the  Center  Church,  but  his  last 
days  were  spent  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  where  he  died 
at  the  age  of  eighty-six. 

John  Hubbard,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 
i>orn  in  Hamden  and  became  a  famier  by  occupa- 
tion, locating  at  the  present  homestead  in  1817.  He 
<Iicd  there  in  1861,  aged  eighty-three  years.  In 
>X<>2  he  married  Sally  Peck,  of  Woodbridge.  who 
■hi-d  in  1855,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three.  Thev 
were  devout  members  of  the  Congregational  Church 
•ind  attendi-d  for  a  time  in  New  Haven  and  later  in 

I    "^^  Haven.     Thev  had  two  children,  a  son  and  a 
«!an;;luer. 

I'  Im  P.  Trubbard,  our  subject's  father,  was  bom 
in  Ham.Ifn.  and  much  of  his  earlv  life  was  spent  at 
» he  pn-fnt  homestead.  For  some  vears  he  was  in 
the  ^Ikx-  l)nsincss  in  Norfolk.  Va.,  but  he  then  re- 
turned to  agricultural  pursuits  at  the  farm  where 


he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy.  In  religious  faith  he 
was  a  Congregationalist,  and  politically  he  was  first 
a  Whig,  and  later  active  as  a  member  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  At  times  he  held  offices  in  the  town- 
ship, including  that  of  assessor.  He  married  Alissi 
Sarah  Ann  Clark,  a  native  of  Woodmont.  and  the! 
daughter  of  Thomas  Clark,  a  well-known  tailor  and 
farmer  of  that  town.  Her  mother,  Eunice  Mallett, 
of  Bridgeport,  lived  to  eighty-three  years  of  age, 
and  of  the  seven  children  six  lived  to  maturity.  Of 
these  one  is  still  living,  Mrs.  Harriet  Law,  of  New 
Haven.  Our  stibject's  mother  died  in  1899,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-two.  John  P.  Hubbard  and 
his  wife  had  seven  children,  of  whom  six  are  now 
living,  the  other  having  died  in  childhood.  John 
M.  and  Lewis  C.  reside  near  our  subject;  E.  Eu- 
gene; Anna  married  William  Cottle,  of  Waterbury. 
who  conducts  the  West  Side  Hill  greenhouses ; 
Rev.  George  H..  who  has  been  in  China  as,  a  mis- 
sionary since  1884:  and  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Charles 
R.  Lawrence,  of  Waterbury. 

As  a  boy  our  subject  assisted  his  father  on  the 
homestead,  of  which  he  took  charge  at  the  latter's 
death.  The  place  contains  about  eighty  acres,  which  i 
he  devotes  to  general  farming  and  gardening,  with 
excellent  results.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  at  one  time  he  served  as  a  constable.  He  was 
reared  in  the  Congregational  Church,  to  which  his 
parents  belonged,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  active 
members  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of 
West  Haven  and  of  the  Sunday-school.  In  1877  he 
married  Miss  \'ara  Smith,  and  they  have  had  six 
children,  of  whom  five  are  living,  viz. :  Minnie.  Ber- 
tha, William.  Florence  and  Clarence.  Mrs.  Hubbard 
is  a  native  of  the  town  of  Orange,  and  a  daughter 
of  Marcus  Smith,  a  prominent  agriculturist,  who 
died  there  aged  eighty-two  years.  Her  mother, 
Lucy  Garlick.  was  born  in  Clyde.  N.  Y.,  and  died 
in  1888,  aged  sixty-five  years.  Of  the  four  chil- 
dren of  ]\Iarcus  and  Lucy  Smith,  three  are  living, 
viz. :  Brace,  a  resident  of  West  Haven :  Fanny, 
wife  of  Lewis  Hubbard  (our  subject's  brother)  ; 
and  Mrs.  Hubbard. 

THOMAS  ENGLISH  WORTHINGTON.  a 
representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known 
families  of  Massachusetts,  and  for  many  years  a 
prominent  contracting  brick  mason  of  New  Haven, 
was  born  in  Oxford,  Conn..  Aug.  25,  1842,  a  son  of 
Thomas  and  Nancv  (Hoyt)  Worthington.  The  fa- 
ther was  a  native  of  Agawam,  Mass..  and  bv  occu- 
pation a  hatter.  He  died  in  Oxford,  in  1848,  when 
our  subject,  second  of  a  family  of  four  boys,  was  six 
vears  old.  The  mother,  Nancy  Hoyt,  was  a  native 
of  New  York  City,  where  she  was  educated,  remov- 
ing later  to  Connecticut,  where  her  father  engaged 
in  farming.  She  died  in  1873.  The  four  chililron 
of  Thomas  and  Nancy  (Hoyt)  Worthington  were 
Harvey,  Thomas  E..  George  and  Albert.  Harvey 
was  a  carriage  builder,  head  of  the  Concord  Car- 
riage Co.,  of  Concord,  N.  H.,  and  he  died  in  1892; 
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George,  also  a  carriage  maker  of  Gilmanton,  X.  H., 
died  in  1898;  Albert  was  a  rubber  boot  manufact- 
urer, and  died  in   1881. 

Thomas  E.  \\'orthington  spent  bis  boyhood  days 
on  a  farm  in  Oxford.  He-  attended  the  old  district 
school  until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  a  year 
later  he  came  to  Xew  Haven  and  began  an  appren- 
ticeship at  the  mason  trade.  He  continued  steadily 
at  his  trade  until  August,  1862.  when  he  enlisted 
for  three  years  or  until  the  close  of  the  Civil  war, 
in  Company  B,  20th  Conn.  \'.  I.  He  saw  nutch 
active  service  and  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg  in  July,  1863,  and  was  mustered  out  of 
service  at  \\'asliington  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

Returning  to  his  old  home,  Mr.  W'orthington 
resumed  his  old  trade  at  once,  and  has  ever  since 
been  prominently  identified  with  the  same.  Most 
of  his  work  has  been  in  Xew  Haven,  but  occasion- 
ally business  called  him  to  other  cities,  and  one  year, 
1877,  he  spent  in  St.  John's,  X.  B.,  where  he  built 
three  churches. 

On  Sept.  3,  1867,  Mr.  Worthington  married 
Mary  Jane  Pardee,  a  native  of  Oxford,  daughter  of 
William  L.  and  Sarah  E.  (Sackett)  Pardee.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Madison,  and  her  mother  in 
what  is  now  Beacon  Falls.  '\lr.  and  ]\Irs.  Worthing- 
ton are  members  of  the  Universalist  Church.  Mr. 
Worthington  is  prominent  in  the  fraternal  benevo- 
lent and  social  orders.  He  is  a  member  of  Admiral 
Foote  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  X'o.  17;  Garfield  Council, 
American  Mechanics ;  Camp  X'o.  8,  Patriotic  Order 
Sons  of  America;  Hammonasset  Tribe,  X'o.  i,  Red 
Men;  Vetrain  Lodge,  Xo.  i.  Good  Fellows;  and 
also  a  member  of  the  Bricklayers'  Union.  In  poli- 
tics he  has  always  identified  himself  with  Repub- 
lican principles,  and  he  has  been  an  active  and  influ- 
ential worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  party  organiza- 
tion. For  eleven  years  he  has  been  the  sewer  in- 
spector of  X'ew  Haven,  and  in  1901  he  received 
*^  from  Mayor  John  P.  Studlev  the  appointment  of 
supyerintendent  of  sewers.  He  is  highly  respected, 
successful  in  business,  and  one  of  the  prominent, 
self-made  men  of  Xew  Haven. 

I  GEORGE    BROXSOX    MURDOCK,    whose 

standing  in  ^Meriden  as  a  man  of  afifairs  and  as  an 
honorable  citizen  is  unquestioned,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Waterbury,  X^ew  Haven  county,  Feb.  25, 
1846,  and  is  connected  by  Both  maternal  and  pa- 
ternal ancestry  with  old  Connecticut  families. 

The  ]Murdocks  are  of  Scottish  descent.  The 
first  of  the  family  in  America  was  Peter  Murdock, 
a  native  of  Limerick,  Ireland.  He  was  a  son  of 
John  Murdock,  a  wool  comber  by  occupation, 
whose  parents  were  natives  of  Scotland,  but  set- 
tled in  Limerick  on  account  of  religious  persecu- 
tion at  home.  John  Murdock  was  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  William  of  Orange,  losing  nearly  all 
his  property  because  of  this  lovalty.  He  married 
Marv   Mtmson,    who   became   the   mother  of   four 


children,  Peter  ]\Iurdock,  our  subject's' emigrant  an- 
cestor being  of  the  number. 

Peter  Murdock  was  eleven  years  old  when  he 
was  sent  from  his  native  place,  because  of  his 
father's  losses  and  the  troublous  times,  to  seek  a 
home  with  his  uncle,  Peter  Murdock,  who  re- 
.sided  in  the  Xorth  of  England.  There  he  re- 
mained until  seventeen  years  old,  when  he  came 
to  the  Xew  World,  landing  at  Philadelphia  with 
Only  a  crown  in  his  pocket.  Poinding  employment 
with  a  Ouaker  family,  he  worked  on  the  farm  for 
a  time,  and  finally,  having  saved  a  few  shillings, 
he  invested  in  cutlery  and  notions,  which  he  ped- 
dled. Coming  Xortn,  he  settled  in  Long  Island, 
and  married  .Mary  E.  Fithin,  at  Southampton.  He 
bought  a:  small  store  at  East  Hampton,  the  care  of 
which  fell  to  his  wife,  while  he  devoted  himself 
to  the  coast  trade  with  a  small  vessel.  Alaking 
some  money,  he  bought  2,200  acres  of  land  in 
Little  Egg  Harbor,  X.  J.,  and  840  acres  in  what  is 
now  Westbrook,  Conn.,  to  which  latter  point  he 
moved  his  store.  There  he  died  Xov.  6,  1753,  in 
the  seventy-fourth  year  of  his  age,  and  there  he 
was  buried.  His  wife  died  Oct.  29,  1755,  in  her 
sixty-ninth  year.  Becoming  established  on  Long 
Island,  Peter  Alurdock  sent  for  his  three  sisters, 
Abigail,  Elizabeth  and  Dorcas.  The  first  of  these 
had  died  in  the  meantime,  but  the  other  two  came. 
The  last  named  married  John  Conklin ;  those  of  the 
name  mentioned  in  this  article  were  of  the  same 
Hneage  as  United  States  Senator  Roscoe  Conkling. 
Elizabeth  married  a  ^Nlr.  Sing,  a  goldsmith  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

John  Murdock,  only  child  of  Peter,  was  born  in 
1706  on  Long  Island,  and  accompanied  his  father 
to  Saybrook,  where  he  became  engaged  in  farming, 
and  was  an  extensive  land  owner.  He  was  a  dea- 
con in  the  Congregational  Church  from  1764  to 
1778;  was  a  major  in  the  Colonial  militia;  judge 
of  the  common  pleas  court  of  the  countv  of 
X'ew  London ;  and  represented  his  town,  then  Say- 
brook,  in  the  Legislature.  He  died  in  Saybrook, 
and  was  buried  in  the  local  cemetery.  John  ^lur- 
dock  was  twice  married.  Phoebe  Sill,  his  first 
wife,  was  born  in  Lyme,  Conn.,  and  died  ten 
months  after  marriage.  Frances  Conklin,  his  sec- 
ond wife,  was  a  native  of  East  Hampton,  Long 
Island,  and  became  the  mother  of  thirteen  children : 
Peter,  who  graduated  from  Yale  College,  and  died 
the  same  vear :  Mary,  who  married  Xathaniel 
Hunting,  jr. :  John ;  Phoebe,  who  married  Rev. 
John  Devotion  ;  William  ;  Abigail.  Mrs.  Lee,  who 
had  nine  children ;  Enoch  ;  Jonathan,  a  graduate  of 
Yale  and  a  clergyman  in  after  life;  Anna,  ^Irs. 
Lav;  Miriam,  Mrs.  Morgan;  Abraham;  Frances, 
who  married  Lewis  Jones  and  had  a  large  family ; 
and  Tames,  a  graduate  of  Yale  College. 

William  Murdock,  son  of  Major  John,  was  born 
Aug.  31,  1740,  and  was  a  farmer  in  Westbrook. 
He  married  Jerusha  Lay,  of  Lyme,  who  bore  him 
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thirteen    children :      John ;    WilHam ;    Phebe,    who 
was  twice  married,  hrst  to  a  Mr.  llambleton,  sec- 
ond  to  a   Mr.   Richardson;   Peter,   grandfather  of 
our   subject;    Ehsha    (twin    of   Peter),     who    was 
drowned;    i'olly,   Airs.   Zachariah    Piurd :     Aliriam, 
Mrs.    Isa   Hurd;    Anna,    Mrs.     Daniel     Anderson;    | 
Frances,  Mrs.  Lenjaniin  Smith;  Enoch;  Jonathan; 
James;  and  Abigail.   Mrs.   Sanniel   Whitney.     The 
mother  of  these  died  in  1796,  aged  fifty-five  years,    : 
and  the  father  subsequently  married  Thankful  War-    ; 
ner,  widow  of  David  Warner,  of  ^Nlillington;  she    ' 
idied    in    1816.      There    were   no    children   by    this    j 
nnion.     William  2\Iurdock,  the  father,  died  in  182 1 
or  1822.  I 

Peter  IMurdock,   son   of  William,  was  born   in   I 
W^estbrook  in  \~(:&,  died  March  20,  1852,  and  was 
buried  in   Westbrook  cemetery.     He  was  a  cabin 
boy  on  three  privateers  during  the  Revolution,  and 
in  later  life  a  farmer  and  land  owner,  becoming  One 
of  the  substantial  citizens  of  his  day.     He  married 
Mrs.    Bathsheba    (  Dodge  j    Bush,   widow   of   John 
Bush,  in  East  Lyme,  and  to  this  union  were  born: 
Polly  U.,  who  married  a  Air.  DeWolfe.  of  Clinton, 
Conn. ;    Charles    and    Delia,    twins,    the    latter   of 
whom  married  Edwin  Dowd,  and  was  the  mother 
of  Zina  Dowd,  of  Aleriden ;  Emeline,  who  married 
Horace     Xettleton ;     Zina    Kelsey ;     and     Alathew 
Griswold.     Mrs.  Murdock  was  the  mother  of  three 
children  by  her  first  marriage :     Fenner,  a  promi- 
nent manufacturer  of  Meriden ;  John ;  and  Ama- 
ziah.     Mrs.  Murdock  died  in  Westbrook  in   1852. 
Zina  Kelsev  Murdock,  the  father  of  George 
B.,  was  born  in  Westbrook,   Alarch  2,    i8ri,  and 
his  education  was  obtained  in  the  district  schools  of 
his  native  town.     In  earh'  boyhood  he  had  delicate 
health.      Endowed   with   a   restless    disposition,   he 
left  home  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  to  make  his 
way    in    the    world,    walking   from    Westbrook    to 
Meriden,  where  his  brother,  Fenner  Bush,  was  en- 
gaged    in     the     business    of    manufacturing   ivory 
combs.     For  several  years  he  worked  in  this  fac- 
tory,  and    then    became    engaged    in    a    mercantile 
business  in  partnership  with  Curtis  L.  North,  Mr. 
North  managing  the  local  business,  while  Mr.  Alur- 
dock  carried  on  trading  along  the  Ohio  and  Mis- 
sissippi  rivers.     This   arrangement   did   not   prove 
satisfactory  and  Mr.  Alurdock  retired,  leaving  Air. 
North  in  possession.     He  bought  the  farm  where 
his  son  George  Bronson  now  resides,  in  Alurdock 
avenue,  then  known  as  the  Curtis  farm,  and  here 
spent  his  last  days,  dying  Jan.  30,  1874.     He  was 
at  the  time  among  the  large  land  owners   in  the 
town.     A  broad-minded  man,  he  was   a  lover  of 
fair   play   and   liberty,   and   left   a   fine   reputation. 
His  courage  and  regard  for  free  speech  were  fully 
demonstrated    during   the    so-called    riots    of    1837 
in  Aleriden.     In  the  fall  of  1837  Rev.  Mr.  Ludlow 
came  to  Aleriden   to  lecture  on  Anti-slavery,   and 
as  Meriden  was  a  pro-slavery  town  it  was  proposed 
to  shut  him  out.     Air.  Alurdock  and  several  other 
advocates  of  free  speech  insisted  on  hearing  him. 


and  in  consequence  a  mob  gathered  which  inflicted 
.<^erious  mjuries  on  the  brave  defenders  of  free 
speech.  A  Whig  in  early  life,  Air.  Alurdock  had 
no  sympathy  with  slavery  and  no  patience  with 
those  who  brought  on  the  Civil  war.  In  his  last 
years  he  supported  the  Democratic  party.  He  never 
sought  political  honors.  In  his  early  life  he  was  a 
Congregationalist  in  religious  connection ;  after  his 
marriage  he  and  his  wife  united  with  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  in  that  communion  he  died.  He  mar- 
ried Harriet  Al.  Bronson,  who  was  born  in  Water- 
bury,  daughter  of  Judge  Bennet  and  Anna  (Smith  ) 
Bronson.  To  this  union  were  born  three  children : 
Alary  E.,  Oct.  8,  1843;  George  Bronson,  Feb.  25, 
1846;  and  Charles  Z.,  Alay  i,  1850.  Airs.  Alur- 
dock died  on  the  farm  in  1895,  and  was  buried  in 
Aleriden  cemetery. 

George  Bronson  Alurdock  attended  the  district 
schools,  and  the  Russell  Alilitary  Academy,  at  New 
Haven.  He  grew  to  manhood  on  the  farm,  where 
he  has  always  remained,  engaged  in  general  agri- 
culture, and  he  is  one  of  the  better  known  farmers 
of  his  section,  highly  respected  for  his  industrious 
habits,    kindly    disposition    and    intelligence. 

Air.  Alurdock  was  married,  in  April,  1896,  in 
Aleriden,  to  Harriet  Elizabeth  Graves,  a  native  of 
New  Haven,  a  lady  of  charming  disposition,  a 
vocal  artist  of  much  ability,  and  known  as  a  model 
wife  and  mother.  They  have  three  children.  George 
Peter,  Harriet  Josephine  and  Bennet  Bronson.  Air. 
Alurdock  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  served  on  the 
school  committee  of  the  town.  As  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  Alediden  Grange  he  takes  nuch  interest 
in  its  work,  and  held  the  office  of  master  for  the 
first  three  years.  Airs.  Alurdock  is  also  a  member 
of  this  society. 

JOHN  N.  POPP,  late  of  Seymour,  Conn.,  where 
his  death  occurred  Oct.  2,  1897,  was  for  nearly  a 
third  of  a  century  one  of  the  town's  business  men 
and  commanded  the  esteem  and  respect  of  his  fellow 
citizens  and  townsmen. 

Air.  Popp  was  born  in  1841  or  1842.  in  Bavaria, 
Germany,  a  son  of  Conrad  and  Katherina  Popp,  and 
in  about  1865  came  to  America,  and  not  long  there- 
after to  Seymour,  Conn.,  which  place  he  ever  after- 
ward made  his  home.  He  was  a  merchant  tailor 
by  trade,  and  for  a  short  time  was  employed  at 
journey  work.  He  then  went  into  business  for 
himself  at  Seymour,  and  continued  therein  up  to 
the  lime  of  his  death,  meeting  with  deserved  suc- 
cess. Of  a  kind  disposition  and  generous  nature, 
he  was  popular  in  the  community  and  made  a  gi:>od 
citizen.  Socially  he  was  identified  with  a  number 
of  different  orders  or  fraternities,  among  which 
were  the  Alasonic  fraternity  and  the  IndepL'ndcnt 
(3rder  of  Odfl  Fellows.     He  was  also  a  member  of 

'•  the  A.  O.  U.  W..  and  of  the  New  England  Benefit 
Association,  and  of  the  German  Society  of  Her- 
manns-Sohne.  On  Air.  Popp's  death  luarked  respect 

,   was  shown  his  memory,  the  business  houses  of  Sey- 
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■  mour  closed  during-  the  funeral.  Many  beautiful 
floral  tokens  of  esteem  and  respect  came  on  that 
occasion  from  the  various  orders  to  which  tlie  de- 
ceased had  belonfjed,  and  from  personal  friends. 
The  funeral  was  largely  attended,  attesting  the  af- 
fection, esteem  and  respect  of  the  conmiunity  at 
large  in  the  deceased  as  a  friend,  neighbor  and  citi- 
zen. The  pall-bearers  were  Charles  Monwhiler, 
Henry  Schneider,  Antone  Xoe,  Leonard  Wyont, 
Wolfgang  Schaeffer  and  Louis  Miller. 

Mr.  Popp  in  his  religious  faith  was  a  German 
Lutheran,  but.  there  being  no  church  of  that^  de- 
nomination at  Seymour,  he  attended  there,  with  his 
wife,  the  Congregational  Church.  In  his  political 
views  iNIr.  Popp  had  been  a  Democrat  up  to  the 
campaign  of  1896,  but  voted  in  that  year  for  Will- 
iam ]\IcKinley  for  President. 

In  1867  ^Ir.  Popp  was  married  to  ^liss  Sarah 
E.  Wirth,  born  in  Seymour,  Conn.,  the  only  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  and  ]\Iary  A.  (Andrews)  Wirth.  the 
former  a  native  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  bom  in  about 
1825,  and  the  latter  a  native  of  Olneyville,  R.  I., 
bom  in  about  1828,  a  daughter  of  Denison  and  Lu- 
cinda  Andrews.  Peter  Wirth  came  to  America 
in  a  sailing  vessel  when  quite  a  yoimg  man  and 

.  located  in  the  town  of  Seymour,  Conn.,  manv  years 
ago,  and  here  lived  the  rest  of  his  days.  He  was 
an  industrious  and  law-abiding  citizen,  and  he  and 
his  wife  were  respected  and  esteemed  citizens.  Mr. 
Wirth  for  years  was  connected  as  an  employe  with 

.  the    manufacturing   concern    of    Raymond    French. 

'  His  death  occurred  Nov.  16,  1871,  and  that  of  his 
wife  April  6,  1886,  when  they  were  aged,  respect- 

■  ively,  forty-six  and  fifty-eight  years. 

i  THOMAS  H.  MAGUIRE,  supervisor  of  the 
South  Division  of  the  Connecticut  School  for  Boys, 
is  not  only  a  competent  official  of  that  institution, 
'but  is  also  well  known  in  musical  circles  as  leader 
''of  the  Meriden  ^Military  Band.  He  has  been  a 
worthy  resident  of  Meriden  from  early  manhood. 

Mr.  Maguire  was  born  Xov.  30,  1863,  in  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  one  of  the  three  children  of  Thomas 
and  Catherine  (Keys)  Maguire,  the  former  of 
whom  died  in  [Milwaukee,  Wis.,  the  latter  in  Xew 
Haven,  Conn.  Thomas  H.  attended  the  Boston 
public  schools  until  he  was  ten  years  old.  when  he 
removed  to  [Milwaukee,  Wis.,  and  there  attended 
school  until  about  eighteen  years  of  age.  His 
school  days  over,  he  returned  East,  locating  at  Aler- 
iden,  and  obtained  employment  at  the  Connecticut 
School  for  Boys,  commencing  in  the  engine  room, 
where  he  had  charge  of  the  boilers.  He  faithfully 
performed  his  duties,  and  in  time  was  promoted  to 
the  position  of  night  watchman,  where  he  exhibited 
the  same  fidelity  to  every  trust.  He  rose  bv.  degrees 
until  he  reached  his  present  position,  that  of  super- 
visor of  the  South  Division,  the  duties  of  which  he 
has  discharged  with  general  satisfaction  to  all  con- 
cerned. 

Concerning   Mr.    Maguire's   musical   career   we 


quote    from    the   Doini)iaiit.   a   musical   journal,   of 
April,  1898: 

At  the  apre  of  fifteen  lie  became  deeply  interested  in 
band  music,  and  chose  the  baritone  as  his  favorite  instru- 
ment. Studying  under  the  direction  of  first-class  teach- 
ers, he  has  nearly  all  the  better  class  of  solos  for  baritone, 
and  IS  recognized  as  one  of  the  best  baritone  players  in  his 
vicinity.  Mr.  Maguire  has  attained  his  present  t>osition 
by  dint  of  hard  work  and  constant  study.  He  is  the  owner 
of  a  splended  library  of  music  for  band,  orchestra,  voice 
and  piano,  embracing  some  of  the  best  European  publica- 
tions, and  was  for  some  years  a  regular  subscriber  to  J.  R. 
Lafieur  Sons'  Challenge  Jaiirnal  for  Band,  and  Wrieht  & 
Rounds  Liverpool  Brass  Band  Xcivs.  He  has  scored  for 
•.•nilitary  liand  such  qvertures  as  •■\Villiam  Tell."  "Semira- 
mide."  "Oberon,"  and  "Tannbauser."  and  the  labor  and 
care  of  scoring  such  works  for  band  can  only  be  appre- 
ciated by  those  who  are  familiar  with  the  compositions. 
Recognizing  the  fact  that  in  order  to  teach  intelligently 
one  must  be  familiar  with  the  compass  of  all  ordinary  in- 
struments, he  has  studied  instrumentation  in  a  most  prac- 
tical manner,  viz. :  Getting  full  scores  of  compositions  di- 
rect from  the  composers. 

.\t  tb°  last  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Connecticut  School  for  Boys,  the  matter  of  having 
a  band  was  taken  up.  and  as  a  result  Mr.  Maguire  was  ap- 
pointed bandmaster.  The  course  of  instruction  imparted 
the  thirty  boys  who  compose  the  school  band  may  prove 
interestin-  to  readers  of  The  Dominant.  The  boys  are 
divided  into  three  classes,  according  to  ability,  and  at  their 
daily  meetings,  which  occupy  several  hours,  rehearse  the 
scales  in  every  form  from  key  of  C  to  Gb,  and  from  C  to 
key  of  A  for  bases,  making  key  of  F  sharp  for  Eb  instru- 
ments. The  blowing  of  sustained  tones  being  the  founda- 
tion of  all  instrumental  practice,  a  great  deal  of  attention 
is  given  to  that  mtich  neglected  course  of  instruction  :  and 
it  is  surprising  the  beautiful  tone  that  can  be  produced  by 
a  well  balanced  band.  If  the  time  be  taken  up  in  this  man- 
ner, the  benefit  will  soon  be  noticed. 

Mr.  Maguire  has  studied  voice  culture,  and  the  knowl- 
edge gained  from  that  study  is  of  great  benefit  in  band 
work.  He  has  adopted  a  new  idea  for  so  far  as  I  am  aware 
it  has  not  been  tried  before.  Every  teacher  knows  how 
hard  it  is  to  teach  players  to  read  readilv.  He  has  taken 
Greenwood's  two-part  exercises  for  singing  classes,  and 
arranged  the  most  important  of  them  in  different  keys  for 
full  band.  Scale  practice  is  usually  looked  upon  as  dry 
stud"-  but  with  the  above  exercises,  you  combine  time  with 
tune.  The  band  is  divided  into  sections:  tho'^e  on  the  right 
playing  the  simple  scale  in  time:  those  on  the  left  playing 
the  counterpoint,  four  quarters  to  the  measure ;  then  re- 
versing the  parts,  and  so  on  till  the  value  of  all  notes  are 
mastered.  Any  one  who  adopts  that  method  with  new  ma- 
terial will  be  amply  repaid  for  his  labor,  .\fter  but  three 
months'  practice  the  boys  nlay  such  pieces  as  "Sweet  Brier 
Overture,"  "Philo  Senate  March,"  "American  Belle  March" 
etc.  etc. 

The  school  has  a  fine  room  which  has  been  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  band,  and  the  boys  have  made  it  ad- 
ditiorally  attractive  by  adorning  the  walls  with  pictures  of 
musical  organizations  and  portraits  of  all  the  well-known 
band  leaders.  Among  whom,  here  as  elsewhere  the  only 
Sou-a  seems  to  be  the  favorite.  Leader  Maguire  is  very 
much  attached  to  his  art.  and  we  have  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve has  a  bright  future  before  him. 

We  may  add  that  the  Meriden  Military  Band, 
which  now  has  thirty-six  members,  has  under 
Mr.  Maguire's  direction  filled  some  verv  im- 
portant engagements,  chief  of  which  might  be 
mentioned  the  trips  of  ten  days  with  Merriam 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  to  the  battlefields  of  Gettys- 
burg and  to  Washington.  D.  C.  Mr.  Ma- 
guire  has    studied   under    Bandmaster   John  Lyon; 
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liariuonv  aiul  composition  with  Prof.  F.  T.  South- 
\vii-k,  of  Mericlen;  voice  culture  with  J.  Jerome 
Haves,  of  New  Haven,  and  with  George  M.  Greene, 
,,t  N'c'w  York.  He  has  sung  at  various  times  in 
M-veral  of  the  local  churches.  He  makes  a  practice 
4.1  .>.pcnding  his  annual  vacation  where  the  best  of 
hand  nuisic  is  perfomied,  and  in  numerous  other 
\\avs  displays  his  enthusiastic  devotion  to  his  pro- 
fession. His  musical  library,  mentioned  in  the 
I'lire^'oing,  embraces  also  many  valuable  works  on  ' 
iiuisical  literature,  including  some  of  the  principal 
works  of  the  masters. 

Mr.  Alaguire  was  married  in  Xew  York  City, 
1)\-  Rev.  Dr.  Burtsell,  to  Miss  Catherine  Mulvaney, 
and  thev  have  two  children,  Mary  Elizabeth  and 
l-'rancis  Lawrence,  both  pupils  at  St.  Rose's  School 
.Mrs.  JMaguire  is  a  woman  of  refinement  and  strong 
character.  She  fills  the  position  of  supervisor  of 
the  dining  room  in  the  Connecticut  School  for 
Hoys.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Alaguire  are  members  of  St. 
Joseph's  Church.  Meriden.  Socially  he  imites  with 
Silver  City  Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  \V. ;  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America :  the  Amaranth  Club ;  the 
Catholic  Club ;  and  the  Meriden  Turner  Society. 

JOHN  HARWOOD  PEARCE.  A  leading  citi- 
zen of  New  Haven,  who  for  many  years  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  rubber  industries 
of  the  country,  is  John  H.  Pearce,  of  this  city,  now 
the  efficient  superintendent  of  L.  Candee  &  Co. 

Richard  Pearce.  his  grandfather,  was  born, 
reared  and  married  in  England,  and  Vas  a  miller  by 
occupation.  In  his  later  years  he  moved  to  Center- 
ville,  Canada,  where  he  died  at  a  good  old  age,  re- 
^pected  by  the  community. 

Richard  AI.  Pearce.  son  of  Richard  and  father 
of  John  H..  of  this  biography,  was  born  in  Barn- 
stable, England,  Feb.  i,  1828.  and  was  married  to 
Mary  A.  Harwood.  in  his  native  land.  He  was  a 
leather  shoemaker  by  trade  in  the  old  country.  In 
1S50  he  brought  his  family  to  Montreal.  Canada, 
and  there  became  the  superintendent  of  the  Cana- 
ilian  Rubber  Co.,-  remaining  in  that  capacity  for 
thirty  years.  He  then  removed  to  Boston,  Mass., 
and  entered  the  emplov  of  the  Boston  Rubber  Shoe 
Co.,  later  becoming  interested  in  the  Lycoming 
Rubber  Co.,  at  W'illiamsport.  Pa.  His  death  took 
place  in  New  Haven,  wdiile  on  a  visit  to  his  son, 
A{)ril  15,  1886,  his  widow  surviving  until  April  I, 
1^9,  when  she  passed  away  in  New  Haven. 
His  political  sympathies  were  with  the  Re- 
I'liblican  party,  and  both  he  and  wife  were  devoted 
to  the  Episcopal  Church.  The  children  born  to 
Kichard  M.  Pearce  and  wife  were:  Richard  M., 
wh.)  is  with  the  Hood  Rubber  Co..  of  Boston;  Eliza- 
beth A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty,  and  John 
llarwixul.  of  this  sketch. 

John  H.  Pearce  was  Iwm  in  Montreal.  Canada, 
.May  16.  1855,  and  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  that 
city,  remaining  there  until  he  was  twenty-three, 
His  education  was  acquired  in  the  public  and  normal 


schools,  upon  the  completion  of  which  he  entered 
into  the  rubber  business,  under  his  father,  with  the 
Canadian  Rubber  Co.,  remaining  about  eight  years,] 
and  thoroughly  mastering  every  detail.  He  then| 
accepted  a  position  with  the  Boston  Rubber  Shoej 
Co.,  at  Alalden,  Mass.,  continuing  there  for  thej 
succeeding  two  years,  when  he  was  appointed  as-i 
sistant  superintendent,  with  his  father,  at  Will-! 
iamsport.  Pa.,  and  remained  with  the  Lycoming; 
Rubber  Co.,  of  that  city,  for  four  years.  On  May 
20,  1884,  he  accepted  the  responsible  position  of 
foreman  with  L.  Candee  &  Co.,  of  New  Haven,  and 
efficiently  and  acceptably  performed  the  duties  of 
that  position  until  1892,  when  he  became  assistant 
superintendent,  so  continuing  until  Nov.  i,  1901, 
when  he  was  made  superintendent. 

Although  Air.  Pearce  has  been  immersed  in  busi- 
ness ever  since  his  location  in  New  Haven,  he  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  the  civic  life  of  the  com- 
munity, his  services  being  recognized  by  his  elec- 
tion as  councilman  in  1895,  and  as  alderman  from 
the  Fifth  ward  in  1897,  his  friends  regarding  these 
elections  as  personal  tributes,  as  the  ward  is  de- 
cidedly Democratic,  and  Mr.  Pearce  is  an  ardent 
and  active  Republican.  Alayor  John  P.  Studlev 
has  recently  recognized  his  merits  by  appointing 
him  fire  commissioner,  showing  a  high  degree  of 
confidence. 

On  Alay  16,  1883,  Air.  Pearce  was  married  to 
Aliss  Estella  A.  Nichols,  of  Williamsport,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Jared  P.  Nichols,  of  old  Connecticut  stock, 
and  five  children  have  been  born  of  this  union : 
John  Harwood,  Jr.:  Walter  Nichols:  Frederick 
Richard ;  and  Bessie  and  Charles  J.,  both  deceased. 
Fraternally  Air.  Pearce  is  connected  with  Hiram 
Lodge,  No.  I,  A.  F.  &  A.  AL,  of  which  he  is  past 
master ;  with  Franklin  Chapter,  No.  2 ;  Harmonv 
Council.  No.  8;  Pyramid  Temple.  Alystic  Shrine, 
of  Bridgeport :  New  Haven  Commanderv,  No.  2. 
Knights  Templar:  and  has  taken  all  the  higher  de- 
grees, including  the  thirty-second.  xA.s  a  member 
of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church  he  is  highly  esteemed  i 
and  in  business  and  social  circles  is  favorablv  re- 
garded. Aside  from  all  his  other  duties.  Air.  Pearce 
has  interested  himself  in  perfecting  a  number  of 
useful  inventions  in  the  rubber  business,  and  owns 
the  patents  on  a  number  of  them. 

JOHN  \'.  RATTELSDORFER.     One  of  the 

prominent  citizens  of   New   Haven   who  has  done 

much  in  the  way  of  city  legislation  for  its  improve- 

j  ment.  and  who  also  is  a  successful  man  of  business, 

i  is  John  V.   Rattelsdorfer,   who  was  born   in    New 

I  Haven  April  21,  1858. 

]  His  father.  John  V.  Rattelsdorfer,  Sr.,  was  born 
;  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  and  came  to  New  York  in 
j  1848.  and  one  year  later  to  New  Haven,  serving  in 
the  Civil  war  as  sergeant  of  Company  C,  6th  Conn. 
;  V.  I.,  and  he  died  from  wounds  and  disease  con- 
:  tracted  at  that  time.  By  trade  he  was  a  weaver, 
'  and  manufacturer  of  silk  vests  and  similar  goods, 
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while  his  father  was  a  gentleman  of  leisure.  In 
Vienna  he  married  Thekla  Drexler,  who  was  born 
in  the  province  of  Moravia,  Austria,  and  who  died 
in  1879.  After  coming;  to  Xew  Haven  John  V. 
Rattelsdorfer,  Sr.,  went  to  work  as  a  weaver  in 
some  of  the  numerous  shops,  and  for  a  short  time 
was  employed  by  the  Xew  Haven  Clock  Co.,  and. 
then  engaged  in  business  for  himself,  opening  up 
a  refreshment  hall,  and  soon  l>ecoming  a  force  in 
fvolitics,  and  was  the  very  first  German  Republican 
in  New  Haven.  In  his  political  ambitions  he  was 
encouraged  by  his  able  wife,  who  was  a  woman  of 
great  force  of  character,  and  together  they  had  much 
influence  with  the  German  element.  Twelve  chil- 
dren were  born  to  these  most  worthy  people,  but 
the  others  before  the  birth  of  our  subject. 

John  \".  Rattelsdorfer,  our  subject,  spent  his 
boyhood  days  in  what  was  then  the  Fifth  city  ward, 
but  is  now  the  Sixth,  and  attended  the  Wooster 
grammar  school,  and  later  g'raduated  from  the  Rus- 
sell Commercial  Collegiate  Institute.  After  finish- 
ing his  education  he  became  a  clerk  in  a  meat  busi- 
ness, but  when  he  was  about  eighteen  his  careful 
and  devoted  mother  sent  him  to  X'ienna  for  a  visit 
of  six  months  as  a  finish  to  his  education.  Upon 
his  return  he  engaged  in  the  meat  business,  on  the 
comer  of  State  and  Clark  streets,  for  a  short  time, 
later  opening  on  State  street,  where  he  remained 
until  other  interests  claimed  his  attention.  The  six 
following  years  were  spent  by  '\It.  Rattelsdorfer 
in  clerking,  and  then  he  went  to  Fairhaven  and 
started  into  business  on  the  corner  of  Poplar  and 
Grand  streets,  where  he  remained  one  year,  later 
clerking  for  his  old  firm  for  some  six  months.  He 
then  opened  up  a  business  in  his  own  ward,  on  the 
corner  of  Green  and  Wallace  streets,  where  he  was 
located  for  eight  years,  later  purchasing  his  present 
location  on  the  comer  of  Green  and  Chestnut  streets. 
Here  he  has  built  up  a  fine  brick  block,  and  has 
conducted  a  large  business  in  the  meat  and  grocery 
line  ever  since  April  5,  1892. 

In  1893  Mr.  Rattelsdorfer  entered  politics,  and 
has  been  one  of  the  most  active  members  of  the 
Republican  partv  in  this  localitv  ever  since.  In  1895 
he  was  a  member  of  his  ward  comniittee.  and  was 
elected  alderman,  and  served  through  1895-6,  in 
1895  the  vote  being  a  tie.  A  new  election  was  called 
and  the  result  was  the  seating  of  our  subject  by 
twenty-five  votes,  although  the  ward  was  some  400 
votes  Democratic,  which  made  Mr.  Rattelsdorfer 
the  first  Republican  alderman  ever  elected  in  it. 
Only  one  Republican  has  been  elected  since  then, 
which  followed  our  subject's  term  of  office,  he  hav- 
ing declined  a  re-election.  Ever  since  that  time  he 
has  been  a  leader  in  his  ward,  belongs  to  its  com- 
mittee; was  elected  a  delegate  to  the  State  Conven- 
tion at  .Hartford,  one  of  the  four  from  this  city. 
In  1901  he  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  board 
of  Charities,  by  Mayor  Studley,  which  is  considered 
a  wise  selection  on  account  of  the  conscientious 
manner  in  which  he  performs  public  duties.     Mr. 


Rattelsdorfer  has  been  very  active  in  furthering 
measures  of  public  benefit,  and  it  was  through  his 
instrumentality  that  pemunent  pavements  were 
laid. 

Fraternally  our  subject  is  very  popular,  and  is 
connected  with  the  Masonic  fraternity  in  Connecti- 
cut Rock  Lodge,  I-Vanklin  Chapter,  and  Harmony 
Council ;  and   he  also  1)clongs   to  the  Royal  Arca- 
1  num,  Xew  England  Order  of  Protection,  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen,  Knights  of  the  :Mac- 
I  cabees,  Patriotic  Sons  of  America,  the  German  so- 
I  ciety  Deutsche  Gesellschaft,  and  others,  and  he  is 
;  a  member  of  the  2d   Company  of  the  Governor's 
Foot  Guards. 

On  Oct.  20,  1878,  Mr.  Rattelsdorfer  was  mar- 
I  ried  to  Miss  Anna  B.  Oppcl,  who  was  born  in  Xew 
.  Haven,  although  her  parents  were  native  Germans. 
\  Five  children  have  blessed  this  union:  John  \'., 
i  Jr. ;  Charles  D. ;  Anna  T. ;  Bessie  J. ;  and  Minnie  \'. 
Of  these  John  Y.,  Jr.,  married  Minnie  Rogerson. 
The  religious  connection  of  the  family  is  wkh  the 
I  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church. 
! 

\  EDWARD  J.  MORSE,  a  well-known  and 
I  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Xew  Haven,  retired  cap- 
tain of  the  Second  Company,  Governor's  Foot 
1  Guards,  and  the  owner  and  successful  manager  of 
1  large  greenhouses  near  Morris  Cove,  was  born  in 

Durham,  Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  Aug.  9,  185 1. 
j         Joseph  I.  ]Morse.  the  father  of  Edward  J.,  was 
!  born  in  Wallingford  May  24,  18 10,  a  son  of  Jona- 
!  than,  Jr.,  and  grandson  of  Jonathan,   Sr.,  and  his 
}  wife,  Esther  Curtis.    Jonathan  Morse.  Jr.,  who  was 
\  a  farmer  in  Wallingford,  married  Thankful  Blakes- 
:  lee.     Joseph   I.   'Mont  married   Elizabeth  Hill,  of 
j  Guilford,  in   1833,  and  four  children  were  born  to 
:  them,  as  follows : .  Jane  A.,  who  married  Charles 
L.  Shepard  and  resides  in  Xew  Haven ;  Augustus 
j  W.,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Guilford;  Lois  E., 
I  who  married   Wilson    Clark    and    lives     in    X'ew 
j  Britain;  and  Joseph,  the  youngest,  died  in  child- 
:  hood.     The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  1839. 
i  Joseph   I.   Morse   married    (second)    Alary   X'ettle- 
1  ton,   who  was    born   in    X'orth    Killingvvorth,   and 
passed  out  of  life  in  1861.     A  family  of  s'^.ven  chil- 
dren were  born  of  this  union,  five  of  whom  grew 
,  to  maturity :     Eckford  I.  is  a  painter  in  Durham ; 
Rosella  died  young;   Harriet  L.   married  William 
T.   Havden   and   lives   in   Hartford ;    Frederick    L. 
is  an  engineer  and  lives  in  West  Haven ;  Herbert 
H.  is  an  engineer  in  North  Haven ;  X'elson  died  in 
infancv;  Edward  J.  was  the  fourth  in  the  family. 
In    1863   Joseph    I.    Morse   married   a   third   time. 
Phoebe  Wedmore  becoming  his  wife.     Their  chil- 
dren were:     X'ellie,  Joseph,  Charlotte,  George  and 
Bertha,  some  of  whom  are  now  deceased.     In  poli- 
'  tics  Mr.  Morse  was  a  lifelong  Democrat,  and  both 
\  he  and  wife  were  valued  and  consistent  members 

of  the  Alethodist  Church.     Fie  died  in   1881. 
I         The  boyhood  of  Edward  J.  Alorse  was  spent  in 
i  Durham,  and  there  he  attended  school.     When  he 
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was  twelve  years  old  he  began  to  assist  neighbor- 
iiij;  fanners  during  the  summer  months,  and  at- 
tended school  during  the  winters,  in  both  Xorth- 
l. ,rd  and  Wallingford.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  his 
school  days  were  over,  and  a  year  later  he  went 
to  Westville,  where  for  four  years  he  clerked  in  a 
iiaat  market,  and  for  seven  years  was  a  valued 
employe  of  S.  E.  Merwin,  the  pork  packer,  going 
tiien  to  P'airhaven,  where  he  opened  up  a  meat 
business  of  his  own.  which  he  conducted  for  ten 
vcars.  Returning  to  Mr.  Merwin,  he  took  charge 
of  his  business  in  Allentown,  and  was  successfully 
engaged  there  for  live  years,  but  in  January,  1897, 
he  opened  up  his  present  business,  which  is  that  of 
a  florist.  Mr.  Morse  is  well  situated  for  this  line, 
near  Morris  Cove,  and  has  extensive  grounds, 
large  greenhouses,  fitted  with  all  modern  appli- 
ances, and  has  a  very  large  trade  which  is  con- 
stantly  increasing. 

On  April  24,  1879,  ^^^-  ^iorse  was  married  to 
Miss  Ida  \'.  Smith,  of  Xew  Haven,  a  daughter  of 
Edward  D.  Smith,  and  a  family  of  three  children 
have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  !Mrs.  Morse,  Jessie  M., 
Ruby  A.  and  Edward  S.  In  politics  Mr.  Alorse  has 
been  an  active  Republican,  and  is  now  efficiently 
serving  as  alderman  of  the  Fifteenth  ward,  to 
which  office  he  was  elected  in  April,  1900.  For 
eight  years  he  served  as  captain  of  the  Foot  Guards, 
but  has  since  retired  from  that  body.  Socially  he 
was  connected  with  Ouinnipiac  Lodge,  No.  i,  I.  O. 
( ).  ]•".,  and  he  and  family  are  hiehly  regarded  in 
the  Methodist  Church. 

FRANK  HENRY  WHEELER,  ^I.  D.  The 
subject  of  the  present  biography  has  been  more 
than  a  spectator  in  the  evolution  of  medical  practice 
in  the  Stale  of  Connecticut,  where  he  has  passed 
the  best  years  of  his  life,  and  is  still  an  active  fac- 
tor in  the  profession.  Dr.  Wheeler  was  born  in 
Montville,  New  London  Co.,  Conn.,  July  18.  1856. 
Grandfather  Henry  Wheeler,  also  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut, married  Lucretia  Loomis,  and  reared  a 
family  of  three  children  :  William  H. ;  Edwin  ;  and 
Maria,  who  married  Harvey  Derrin,  and  resided  in 
New  Haven,  Connecticut. 

William  H.  Wheeler,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  a  prominent  man  in  Montville,  and  when  he 
removed  in  1873,  to  New  Haven,  he  threw  himself 
heartily  into  all  public  enterprises,  soon  after  being 
elected  president  of  the  board  of  councilmcn.  So- 
cially he  was  connected  with  Somerset  Lodge  of 
Norwich,  F.  &  A.  M.  Later  he  became  a  manufac- 
turer of  cotton  goods,  and  also  conducted  both  a 
|aw  and  grist  mill,  but  late  in  life  engaged  in  the 
hK-  insurance  and  real  estate  business.  He  mar- 
ried Waitselle  E.  W^iallev,  a  native  of  Chesterfield, 
V"iin.,  a  daughter  of  James  \\'hallev,  who  was  a 
Jarnicr  of  that  localitv,  of  English  descent.  :^Irs. 
\\  heeler  is  still  living,  Mr.  Wheeler  having  died  in 
|iN%.  m  New  Haven. 

An  only  child.  Frank  Henry  Wheeler  had  manv 
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educational  advantages  superior  to  those  of  many 
of  his  present  colleagues  not  so  fortunately  situated. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen,  after  attendance  on  the  dis- 
trict schools  in  Montville,  his  parents  decided  to 
leave  the  village  in  order  to  give  their  son  oppor- 
tunities he  could  not  have  at  the  old  home.  Air. 
Wheeler  was  a  man  of  education  himself,  particu- 
larly in  the  law,  but  our  subject  did  not  incline  to 
that  profession.  After  passing  through  the  Hop- 
kins Grammar  school,  graduating  in  1876,  he  en- 
tered Yale  College,  graduating  from  the  academic 
department  in  18S0,  and  he  then  entered  the  Med- 
ical school  from  which  he  graduated  in  1882,  the 
next  year  becoming  an  interne  in  the  New^  Haven 
Hospital,  acting  for  six  months  as  house  physician, 
and  as  surgeon  for  seven  months,  following  this 
practice  with  a  special  course  in  New  York,  in  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons. 

Enthusiastic  in  his  profession.  Dr.  Wheeler 
then  returned  to  New  Haven,  and  here  has  won 
many  triumphs  by  his  skill  as  a  surgeon  and  his 
thorough  knowledge  as  a  physician.  Dr.  \\'heeler 
was  married  on  Feb.  28,  1889,  to  ^^liss  Florence 
Woodhouse,  of  New  Haven,  a  daughter  of  Capt. 
James  H.  and  Lucretia  Charlotte  (Gillette)  \\'ood- 
house,  the  latter  of  New  Haven,  the  former  of 
Wethersfield.  Two  children  have  been  born 
to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wheeler:  James  Woodhouse 
born  April  5,  1890,  and  Harold  Whallev,  born  Aug. 
26,  "1898. 

Dr.  Wheeler  has  been  prominently  identified 
with  the  progress  of  medicine  in  Xew  Haven,  and 
for  nine  years  was  assistant  professor  of  Pathol- 
ogy in  Yale  College,  and  at  the  same  time  at  the 
New  Haven  Hospital;  for  six  years  he  was  con- 
nected with  the  New  Haven  Dispensary,  and  for 
fifteen  years  has  been  attending  physician  at  the 
New  Haven  Orphan  Asylum. 

Politically  Dr.  Wheeler  is  a  Democrat.     In  Julv, 
1901,  he  w-as  appointed  by  the  Hon.  Mayor  John  P. 
Studley  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Police  Com- 
missioners.  .    Fraternallv     he     belongs     to     Hiram 
Lodge,  No.  I,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  Past 
-Master;  is  district  deputy  Grand  Master  for  Xew 
Haven  County  and  is  a  member  of  Franklin  Chap- 
ter, No.  2;  Harmony  Council,  No.  8:  New^  Haven 
Commandery,   No.   2;   Xew   Haven   Chapter.   Rose 
Croix ;    Lafayette   Consistory,   of    Bridgeport :    and 
Pyramid    Temple,    of   the    Mystic    Shrine.      For   a 
number  of  years  he  has  been  connected  with  the  A. 
O.  U.  W.,  and  is  now  Grand  Medical  Examiner  for 
Connecticut ;  in  the  Foresters  he  has  been  Suprenif 
Treasurer,  and  has  held  other  offices,  and  he  is  a 
valued  member  of  the  Graduates   and  of  the  Pe- 
quot    Clubs.       He  is   now    President   of  the   Yale 
Medical   Alumni   Association.      Professionallv,   Dr. 
Wheeler  is  a  member  of  the  Xew  Haven  Aledical 
Society,  of  which  he  is  president ;  also  of  the  Xew 
Plaven  County  Medical  Society  and  the  Connecti- 
cut State  Medical  Society. 

Dr.  Wheeler  is  one  of  the  busiest  -of  men,  at- 
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tends  to  the  various  organizations  mentioned,  looks  | 
carefully  after  a  large  practice,  meets  in  consulta-  ' 
tion  with  other  surgeons  and  physicians,  and  pre-  - 
serves  the  activities  and  medical  tests  v.hich  have  ; 
made  him  well  and  favorably  known  over  so  wide 
a  field,  and  an  honor  to  his  profession.  With  all  the  i 
calls  made  upon  him,  he  finds  time  to  keep  thor-  ' 
oughly  posted  upon  the  advances  in  his  profession, 
and  to  maintain  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  his  j 
"well  filled  library. 

HUBERT  LITTLE,  a  member  of  the  well-  ! 
known  firm  of  Little,  Somers  &  Hyatt,  wholesale  I 
dealers  in  paints,  papers  and  similar  g(x.>ds,  is  one 
of  the  prominent  business  men  of  Aleriden,  and  \ 
-was  born  in  the  town  of  Columbia.  Tolland  Co.,  : 
Conn.,  Nov.  14,  1848,  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  i 
oldest  and  best  families  of  the  State.  A  full  his-  ! 
tory  of. the  family  is  found  in  connection  with  the  i 
biography  of  Saxton  Bailey  Little,  which  appears 
on  another  page.  j 

William  Buckingham  Little,  the  father  of  Hu- 
bert, was  born  in  Columbia,  Conn.,  June  6,  1815,  ': 
and  died  Dec.  16,  1897.  He  was  a  son  of  Samuel 
JLittle,  and  a  brother  of  Saxton  B.  Little,  of  }ileri-  ; 
■den,  and  was  reared  on  the  farm  of  his  father,  i 
J-Iis  education  was  acquired  in  the  Columbia  schools, 
and  nearly  all  his  life  was  spent  on  a  farm  which  he 
owned  and  operated  in  Columbia.  He  was  a  man 
very  well  known  and  much  respected  by  the  com- 
munity, in  which  he  served  as  probate  judge  for 
Columbia  many  years.  As  a  member  of  the  State 
Senate,  to  which  he  was  elected  on  the  Republican 
ticket,  he  served  his  constituency  faithfully  and  \ 
well.  His  remains  are  resting  in  the  Columbia  ! 
Cemetery.  In  the  Congregational  Church  he  was  '• 
Jcnown  as  a  faithful  and  devoted  member,  and  his 
■domestic  habits  were  keyed  to  high  and  pure  mo- 
tives. Mr.  Little  was  married  in  Vernon,  ]May  19, 
1841,  to  Harriet  N.  Palmer,  of  \'ernon,  a  daughter 
of  Elliot  and  Ann  (  Loomis)  Palmer.  She  is  still 
living  in  Columbia,  Conn.,  and  is  knoAvn  as  a  lady 
of  much  domestic  character,  a  devoted  wife  and 
mother,  and  an  earnest  and  consecrated  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lit- 
tle were  born  the  following  cliildren :  (i)  Myron 
Winslow,  born  Oct.  11,  1842,  married  Emily 
Wright,  Nov.  15,  1869;  (2)  Elliot  Palmer,  born 
July  3,  1844,  died  June  31,  1855;  (3)  Anna  Maria, 
June  23,  1846,  died  Oct.  25,  1855 ;  (4)  Hubert; 
(5)  Alonzo,  born  April  17,  1851  ;  ^6)  Elbert  Cor- 
nelius, born  Oct.  24,  1853;  (j)  Prescott  Palmer, 
born  Sept.  16,  1856;  and  (8)  Payson  Elliot,  born 
Aug.  31,  1859. 

Hubert  Little  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  the 
parental  farm,  where  he  attended  the  local  school, 
and  he  finished  his  literary'  training  in  the  high 
school  in  Willimantic.  Until  he  was  eighteen  years 
old  he  worked  at  home,  and  at  that  age  he  came  to 
Meriden,  where  he  learned  the  painter's  trade  with 
Charles  L.  Little,  his  cousin,  with  whom  he  worked 


for  several  years.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he 
bought  out  his  instructor's  establishment,  and 
formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother,  Elbert  C, 
to  (.leal  in  paints  and  papers  and  conduct  a  general 
decorating  business  under  the  firm  name  of  H. 
Little  &  Company.  This  partnership  continued 
until  1884  when  Air.  Somers  bought  out  the  inter- 
est of  E.  C.  Little.  In  1886  Isaac  B.  Hyatt  bought 
into  the  firm,  and  for  the  past  sixteen  years  it  has 
been  Little,  Somers  &  Hyatt. 

On  Nov.  14,  1871,  Air.  Little  was  married  to 
Alice  L.,  a  daughter  of  Egbert  Brown,  of  Colum- 
bia: she  died  Aiay  20,  1877.  Three  children  were 
born  of  this  union:  Elora  L.,  born  Xov.  18,  1872, 
died  Jan.  14,  1875;  Clayton  E.,  born  Dec.  19,  1874, 
died  Alarch  27,  1875 ;  a"d  Clinton  E.,  who  was 
born  Alay  8,  1877,  is  a  traveling  salesman  for  the 
Beacon  Falls  Rubber  Company.  Mr.  Little  mar- 
ried for  his  second  wife,  Alartha  L.,  a  daughter  of 
William  Williams,  of  Westfield,  Conn.  To  this 
union  were  born:  Edna  M.,  born  Jan.  28,  1879, 
died  April  9,  1883 ;  Thomas  Saxton,  born  Nov.  27, 
1882,  died  May  12,  1883;  Harold  Saxton,  born 
July  7,  1S84;  and  Burton  Elbert,  born  May  4,  1890, 
died  Oct.  30,  i8qi. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Little  are  members  of  Trinity 
^lethodist  Church,  and  he  is  a  member  of  Pacific 
Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  Pilgrim's  Harbor  Council, 
Royal  Arcanum,  at  Aleriden.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  but  no  office  seeker.  His  domestic 
habits  are  of  the  best,  and  he  is  a  good  citizen, 
with  a  host  of  friends. 

HORATIO  NELSON  SAIITH,  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  INIiddlebury,  first  selectman  of 
the  town,  and  a  butcher  by  occupation,  is  a  native 
of  that  village,  born  June  22,  1851,  in  the  house 
where  the  first  Ecclesiastical  society  met  over  one 
hundred  years  ago. 

Horatio  Nelson  Smith,  his  father,  was  a  native 
of  Naugatuck,  Conn.,  and  was  a  son  of  Elisha 
Smith,  an  old  settler  of  that  locality.  Our  sub- 
ject's father  received  a  common  school  education, 
and  further  instructed  himself  by  abundant  reading. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith  in  his  native 
town,  and  when  a  young  man  removed  to  Aliddle- 
bury,  where  he  bought  the  home  now  owned  by  our 
subject  (the  one  above  referred  to),  and  built  a 
shop,  in  which  he  did  general  blacksmithing  and  re- 
pairing: he  also  engaged  in  general  farming.  Here 
he  passed  the  rest  of  his  days,  dying  in  1866,  and 
was  buried  in  Aliddlebury.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  AI.  E.  Church,  and  in  politics  a  Democrat. 
Twice  married,  his  first  wife  was  Nancy  Nichols, 
of  Naugatuck,  who  died  in  Aliddleburv,  leaving 
two  children :  Nancy,  who  married  Alarlin  j. 
Piatt,  of  Torrinorton,  Conn. :  and  Anna,  deceased 
wife  of  Alvic  Wooster.  For  his  second  wife  Air. 
Smith  wedded  Maria  Booth,  daughter  of  Lewis 
P.ooth,  and  children  as  follows  were  born  to  them: 
Frederick,   of   Seymour,   Conn. ;    Frank,   proprietor 
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of  a  livery  in  Waterbury;  Perry,  a  farmer  in  the 
town  of  Mitkllcbury ;  Charles,  who  died  in  2\Iiddle- 
hiirv  ;  iloratio  Xelson,  a  sketch  of  whom  follows; 
\iina,  wife  of  George  Curtis,  of  Torrington,  Conn.; 
and  Kninia,  who  died  unmarried.  The  mother  of 
tlic^e  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in  Torring- 
tiin.  Conn.,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years,  and  was 
Iniricd  in  }iliddlebury.  '  She  was  a  member  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  a  good  Christian  woman. 

Iloratio  X.  Smith,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  received  a  liberal  education  at  the  schools 
of  Middlebury,  and  while  yet  a  youth  followed  the 
trade  of  carpenter,  working  as  a  jobber  until  1881, 
in  that  year  commencing  the  butchering  business, 
which  he  has  since  followed  in  connection  with 
farming  pursuits.  Through  perseverance,  indus- 
try, honorable  dealing  and  politeness  he  has  built 
up  a  fine  trade  and  a  constantly-increasing  custom. 

In  1880,  in  the  town  of  Bethany,  Xew  Haven 
county,  Horatio  X^  Smith  was  married  to  -\Iary  A. 
Wright,  who  was  bom  in  Sullivan  county,  X.  Y., 
a  daughter  of  Artemus  Wright,  and  eight  children 
were  I>orn  to  them :  Harry,  Florence,  Burton 
(trover,  Lyman,  Rodger,  Wynford,  Ray,  and  Ken- 
neth \\.  Mrs.  Smith  is  a  lady  of  refinement  and  cul- 
ture, a  sterling  wife  and  mother.  She  and  her  hus- 
liand  attend  the  Congregational  Church.  In  poli- 
tics Mr.  Smith  is  a  Democrat,  and  in  1895  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature  by  the  people  of  his 
native  town;  in  1897  was  elected  first  selectman  of 
llic  town,  and  re-elected  in  1898,  in  itself  showing 
his  well-merited  popularity. 

DR.  GEORGE  L  HEAIINGWAY,  whose  office 
is  at  No.  86  Broadway,  New  Haven,  takes  a  promi- 
nent position  among  the  physicians  of  the  city,  not 
only  by  reason  of  his  high  attainments  and  scien- 
tific spirit,  but  also  by  his  personal  attributes  of 
high  character.  He  was  born  in  Woodbridge, 
Conn.,  May  26,  1867,  a  son  of  John  I.  Hemingway, 
a  native  of  the  same  town. 

Isaac  Hemingway  (2),  the  grandfather  of 
George  I.,  was  born  in  Woodbridge  in  1794,  a  son 
of  Deacon  Isaac,  who  was  born  in  East  Haven,  in 
1762,  and  was  an  early  settler  in  Woodbridge 
where  he  followed  farming.  He  was  a  deacon  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  a  prominent  man 
in  the  community,  and  passed  away  at  the  age  of 
eighty-seven.  Isaac  Hemingway  (2)  was  also  a 
farmer,  and  owned  part  of  the  original  land  grant 
to  the  family.  He  died  at  the  early  age  of  thitty- 
<^i_x.  Abraham  Heming^vay,  his  brother,  lived  in 
New  Haven,  and  died  when  seventy-five  years  old. 
i-aac  Hemingway  (2)  married  Esther  Smith,  who 
was  horn  in  Woodbridge,  in  1793.  She  was  the 
mother  of  only  two  children,  John  T.  and  X'ancy.  of 
whom  the  latter  is  still  living  in  Westville  unmar- 
ried. Mrs.  Heminofwav,  who  died  at  the  aee  of 
"tty-two  years,  belonged  to  the  Congregational 
*-luirch,  and  was  a  lady  of  much  character  and 
many  e.xcellencies  of  mind  and  heart. 


John  I.  Hemingway  was  born  in  Woodbridge, 
Dec.  13,  1828.  tlis  education  was  obtained  in  the 
public  school  and  the  Orange  Free  Academy.  For 
many  years  he  was  a  painter  and  decorator,  making 
his  home  in  Westville,  and  at  Xew  Haven.  In  his 
old  age  he  came  back  to  Westville,  where  he  died 
March  25,  1901,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  Mary 
Piatt  Hemingway,  his  wife,  who  is  still  living,  was 
born  in  Milford,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Col.  William 
Piatt,  prominent  in  Alilford  affairs.  One  child. 
Dr.  George  I.,  blessed  the  home  of  John  I.  and 
Mary  (^ Piatt)  Hemingway. 

Col.  William  Piatt,  who  was  born  in  Milford  in 
1794,  descended  in  the  seventh  generation  from 
Richard  Piatt,  the  first  settler  in  that  town.  He 
was  a  Colonel  of  the  militia,  and  was  a  large  and 
influential  farmer.  By  his  marriage  with  Anna 
Stowe,  daughter  of  Jedediah  and  Sarah  (Clark) 
Stowe,  he  became  the  father  of  seven  children,  six 
of  whom  are  still  living:  William,  Richard  and 
Phineas  all  live  in  Alilford :  Charlotte  married 
William  C.  Hall,  who  was  employed  for  fifty  years 
in  the  car  shops  in  Xew  Haven ;  Sarah  married 
Linus  Cornwall,  of  Berlin ;  and  ^^lary  is  ^Irs.  Hem- 
ingway. Islrs.  Anna  (Stowe)  Piatt  was  born  in  Alil- 
ford in  1793,  and  lived  to  be  over  ninety  years  old. 
With  her  husband,  she  belonged  to  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  Jedediah  Stowe,  father  of  Airs. 
Piatt,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution,  and  in  his 
later  years  drew  a  pension  from  the  government  for 
his  services ;  he  married  Sarah  Clark,  who  was 
'born  in  Milford,  and  died  in  the  faith  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight,  the 
mother  of  seven  children.  Stephen  Stowe,  the 
father  of  Jedediah,  was  also  a  hero  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  gave  food  and  shelter  to  American  pris- 
oners who  escaped  from  the  British  prison  ships 
by  swimming  ashore  on  a  cold,  bleak  winter's  night. 
These  prisoners  brought  ship  fever  and  smallpox 
with  them,  and  while  Air.  Stowe  ministered  to  their 
needs,  he  fell  a  victim  to  the  disease  and  died  in  the 
path  of  duty. 

Dr.  George  I.  Hemingway  spent  his  earlv  years 
in  W^estville,  where  he  received  his  elementary  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools,  and  in  the  Hopkins 
Grammar  School.  His  medical  education  was  be- 
gun in  the  College  of  Phvsicians  and  Surgeons, 
and  was  continued  in  the  University  of  \>rmont, 
from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  1897. 
The  same  year,  after  giving  not  a  little  thought  to 
the  matter,  he  selected  X'ew  Haven  for  his  home, 
and  opened  his  ofifice  for  practice  here,  Xov.  29, 
1897.  A  very  flattering  success  has  attended  his 
career  in  this  citv,  and  he  has  won  an  enviable 
standing  both  professionally  and  personally. 

On  X^ov.  29.  1892,  Dr.  Hemingway  was  married 
to  Miss  Ida  Hallcnbeck,  a  native  of  Catskill,  X.  Y., 
where  her  father  was  a  prominent  citizen.  She  was 
the  only  child  of  her  parents,  and  is  the  mother  of 
one  bov,  Thornton  W.  Dr.  Hemincfway  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  is  a  member  of  the  State  and  County 
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Medical  Societies  of  New  Haven,  where  his  devo- 
tion to  his  profession  and  high  character  command 
attention  and  inspire  respect. 

HORACE  TEMPLE  SMITH,  who  died  Aug. 
14,   1898,  at  his  home  in  Meriden,  was  one  of  the 
most  respected  residents  of  that  city.     He  was  born 
Sept.  30,  1833,  in  Landgrove,  Bennington  Co.,  \'t., 
where  his   father,   Solomon   Smith,   was  .a   farmer. 
Solomon   Smith  was  a  native  of  Guilford,   \'t. 
He   continued   to   till    the    soil   in   Landgrove   and 
Plymouth,  that  State  (going  to  the  latter  town  soon 
after   1840),  until  past  middle  life.     He  came  to 
Meriden   about    1867,   making  his   home    with   his    j 
son.     He  was  killed  by  a  train  at  Drury's  crossing   I 
Feb.   14,   1S73,  and  was  buried  in  the  West  cem-    ' 
etery.     Mr.  Smith  was  much  respected  for  his  up- 
right  character.      He   married    Hannah     Holman,    ^ 
who  died  Oct.  23.  1850,  in  Plymouth,  Vt.,  and  was    ' 
buried  in  Springfield,  that  State.     They  were  the 
parents  of  eight   children.      Chauncey,   the   eldest,    ! 
■  born  Aug.   30,    1818,   is   a   resident   of   Hiawatha, 
Neb.     Sally,  born  July  12,  1820,  died  in  San  Ber- 
nardino county,  Cal.    Lucy  died  in  infancy.    Lydia,    ; 
born  "April  30,  1826,  first  married  Charles  P.  Still-    ' 
well,  and  for  her  second  husband  James  Lawton ; 
all  are  now  deceased.     Alva,  born  Xov.  4,  1828,  is 
deceased.      Lucy   A.,   born  June   30,    1821,   is   the    ' 
widow  of  Almon  Pratt,  who  was  killed  by  a  train    ■ 
in  Meriden.     Horace  T.  was  the  seventh.     Sibyl,    i 
bom  March  30,  1836,  married  James  Roberts,  and    I 
resides  in  Ludlow,  \'ermont.  j 

Horace    T.    Smith    grew    up    in    a    rural    com-    ! 
munity,  and  had  such  educational  advantages  as  the    : 
region  afforded.     Before  attaining  his  majority  he    \ 
engaged  in  teaming  on  his  own  account  in  Plym-    ! 
Guth,  \'t.     In   1855  he  settled  in  ^leriden,  and  was    : 
employed  until  1859  by  Deacon  R.  B.  Perkins,  in 
the  express  business.     At  the  end  of  this  period  he 
set    up    in    business    for    himself,    beginning    with 
four   horses.      His   genial   manners,    integrity    and 
faithful  attention  to  the  wants  of  the  public  had 
alr.eady  made  him  popular,  and  his  business  stead- 
ily increased  until  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  v.as 
the  owner  of  thirtv-six  horses,  and  had  the  largest 
patronage,   by    far.    of    the   kind    in    Meriden.      In 
1897  he  suffered  a  shock  of  paralysis,  and  further 
attacks  ultimatelv  took  away — Aug.   14,   1898 — one 
of  the   most   enterprising  and   industrious   citizens    i 
Meriden  ever  held.     His  remains  rest  in  the  West   I 
cemetery.  ! 

While  not  affiliated  with  anv  religious  organi- 
zation, r^Ir.  Smith  led  an  exemplary  life,  and 
sought  to  follow  the  injunction  laid  down  bv  the 
Divine  Master  in  the  golden  rule.  He  was  not  a 
politician,  but  supported  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  served  the  city  three  years  as 
superintendent  of  streets.  His  broad  and  benevo- 
lent disposition  is  indicated  bv  the  fact  that  he  was 
affiliated  with  the  three  principal  fraternal  and 
benevolent  orders  of  the  world.  He  held  member- 
ship in  Pacific  Lodge,  Xo.  87,  I.  O.  O.  F. ;  Myrtle 


Lodge.  Xo.  4,  Knights  of  Pythias;  and  Meridian 
Lodge,  Xo.  7j,  A.  F.  &  A.  AI.,  Kevstone  Chapter. 
Xo.  2y,  R.  A.  :\I.,  Hamilton  Counci'l,  Xo.  22,  R.  & 
S.  M.,  and  St.  Elmo  Commandery.  K.  T.,  all  of 
Meriden.  He  was  always  a  patriotic  supporter  of 
the  government,  and  when  the  Civil  war  began  he 
wished  to  go  to  the  front  as  a  soldier,  but  the  de- 
mands of  his  family  kept  him  at  home.  However, 
when  his  name  was  found  among  those  drawn  by 
chance  to  serve,  he  procured  a  substitute,  and  thus 
aided  in  suppressing  rebellion. 

Air.  Smith  was  married.  May  15,  1855,  to  Ade- 
line Allen,  daughter  of  Cyrus' and  Sally  (Hall) 
Allen,  of  Ludlow,  \'t.     Four  children  came  to  Mr. 
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j  and  Mrs.  Smith:  (i)  George  P.  is  now  a 
owner  of  the  H.  T.  Smith  Express  Co.,  of  M^eri- 
den;  he  married  Ella  Desmond,  and  has  five  chil- 
:  dren,  Horace  T..  Carl  D..  Allen  C,  Adeline  T.  and 
:  Stephen  L.  (2)  Allen,  the  second  child  of  Horace 
■  T..  died  when  three  years  old.  (3)  Charles  S.,  the 
third,  is  engaged  in  the  express  business  at  Shel- 
burne  Falls,  Mass. ;  he  married  Lena  Rachor,  who- 
died  leaving  one  child,  Plarold  F.  (4)  Xellie  be- 
came the  wife  of  Charles  Tredennick,  who  is  in- 
terested in  the  H.  T.  Smith  Co.,  and  has  a  son. 
Ch?.rles  Max.  Mrs.  Smith  has  been  connected 
with  Meriden  Chapter,  Xo.  8,  O.  E.  S.,  since  1869. 
and  has  served  over  twenty  years  as  secretary  of 
the  chapter.  She  is  also  identified  with  Merriam 
Womans  Relief  Corps.  A  lady  of  high  Christian 
character,  she  enjoys  the  esteem  of  a  wide  ac- 
quaintance, and  takes  part   in  many  good  works. 

HON.  JOHN  WALTER  AIIX.  United  States 
Collector  at  the  Port  of  New  Haven,  and  for  many 
years  a  prominent  manufacturer  and  business  man 
at  the  town  of  Cheshire,  Conn.,  is  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial and  influential  men  of  Xew  Haven  county. 

Mr.  Mix  was  born  Alarch  31,  1850.  in  Cheshire, 
a  son  of  John  and  Eliza  (Merriman)  Mix.  and  a 
descendant  on  both  sides  from  early  Colonial  fam- 
ilies. On  the  paternal  side  he  'descends  from 
Thomas  Alix  (Mixx,  or  Meeks,  as  the  spelling  is 
varied),  who  came  to  Xew  Haven  from  London, 
England,  when  a  young  man.  In  1649  he  married 
Rebecca  Turner,  daughter  of  Capt.  Xathaniel 
Turner,  one  of  the  most  prominent  Pilgriin  settlers 
in  Xew  England.  Thomas  Mix  died  in  1691,  and 
was  buried  near  the  old  church  in  the  burvino- 
ground  on  the  "Green"  in  Xew  Haven.  '     '^ 

(II)  John  :Mix,  son  of  Thomas,  was  born  in 
1649,  and  in  1670  removed  to  Wallingford.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Heaton, .  of  X^'ew  Haven.  He 
died  Jan.  21,  171 1,  and  she  passed  away  Aug.  21, 
following.  "         '' 

(II)  Daniel  Mix  was  born  Sept.  8,  1653.  O" 
May  2.  1678.  he  married  Ruth,  daue-hter  of  John 
and  Sarah  (Ensign)   Rockwell,  of  Hartford.  (Tonn. 

(III)  Thomas   Mix.   son   of   Daniel,   was   born 
March  25.   1679.  and  married  on  March   12,   1705, 
to  Deborah  Roys. 

(1\')    Thomas   Mix    (2),  son  of  Thomas,  was 
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born  Nov.  27,  1709,  and  married  on  April  5,  1736, 
to  Ruth  Alanross. 

(V)  John  ;\iix,  son  of  Thomas  (2),  born  Ane. 
-25.  .1750.  married  Dec.  10,  1781,  Elizabeth  Hall, 
who  died  Sept.  7,  1845.     H^  *Ji'^tl  Oct.  3,  1824. 

(VI)  John    Mix    (2),   son   of   John,   was   born 
Feb.  10,  1784.     On  April  6,  180S,  he  married  Olive 
Ives,   who   passed   away    Sept.    i,    1856.      He   died 
April  5,  1849. 

(VII)  Jolm  [Mix  (3).  son  of  John  (2),  and  fath- 
er of  John  Walter,  was  born  Jan.  16,  1813.  and  he  be- 
came one  of  the  oioneer  manuFacturers  at  Cheshire. 
About  1830  Edward  A.  Cornwall  had  a  small  shop 
which  was  operated  with  water  power  from  the 
Canal  below  the  second  lock,  at  a  place  then  called 
Beachport,  now  West  Cheshire,  and  there  made 
•cofifee  mills.  'Sir.  Alix  leased  this  shop,  and  began 
making-  Britannia  spoons  in  a  small  way,  increasing 
his  output  as  the  years  passed  until  he  came  to  em- 
ploy a  working  force  of  more  than  thirty  hands. 
He  was  also  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  gim- 
lets and  auger  bits,  and  was  in  business  until  the 
abandonment  of  the  Canal  in  1846  took  away  his 
power.  The  place  on  Ten-Mile  River  afterward  be- 
came jMixville,  where  a  power  had  been  improved 
to  operate  a  small  gristmill.  Mr.  Mix  built  new 
shops  in  which  he  made  bits  and  gimlets.  In  1853 
he  formed  a  stock  companv.  entitled  the  John  ]Mix 
[Manufacturing  Co.,  and  finally  leased  the  factory 
in  Mixville  to  J.  W.  ]Mix  &  Co.,  who  sold  out  and 
removed  to  Southington,  •  and  remained  there 
eighteen  months.  Mr.  Mix,  however,  continued  the 
manufacture  of  edge  tools  in  Cheshire  until  his 
retirement  in  1876.  His  death  occurred  in  [March, 
1889.  He  married  Eliza  Merriman,  a  daughter  of 
Albert  Merriman,  a  resident  of  Southington,  and 
a  man  of  much  character  and  standing  in  his  day. 

(IX)  John  Walter  Mix  was  educated  in  the 
Episcopal  Military  Academy  of  his  native  town  and 
at  Golden  Hill  Institute.  Bridgeport.  Conn.  He 
"became  associated  with  his  father  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  edge  tools  in  1876.  and  when  his  father 
retired,  took  full  charge  of  the  business,  added  a 
full  line  of  carpenter's  edge  tools  and,  developing 
much  business  and  mechanical  ability,  soon  built  up 
a  very  large  business.  In  1886  [Mr.  [Mix  took 
charge  of  a  similar  enterprise  conducted  by  the  firm 
of  G.  I.  [Mix  &  Co.,  at  Yalesville.  where  he  has 
made  for  himself  a  most  admirable  reputation  in 
"business  circles,  being  well  and  favorably  known, 
not  only  at  home,  but  throughout  the  State. 

From  boyhood  [Mr.  [Mix  has  taken  a  deep  inter- 
est in  public  affairs,  and  for  years  has  been  one  of 
the  prominent  men  in  his  native  county,  where  he 
is  now  looked  upon  as  an  able  and  talented  leader. 
In  1883  he  was  the  representative  of  his  town  in 
the  General  Assembly.  In  1892  he  was  defeated 
for  State  Senator,  but  in  189.;  was  triumphantly 
<^lected  to  that  body,  being  re-elected  in  1897,  from 
the  Sixth  Senatorial  District.  His  services  to  the 
State  as  a  member  of  the  Legislature  were  charac- 


terized by  patriotic  zeal,  marked  business  ability, 
and  won  for  him  deserved  distinction.  In  Febru 
ary,  1899,  [Mr.  [Mix  was  appointed  by  Pres.  [McKin- 
Icy,  Collector  of  the  Port  of  New  Haven,  an  im-i 
portant  position  which  he  has  since  filled  with  sig-j 
nal  ability.  He  is  a  member  of  the  RepublicanI 
State  Central  Committee,  the  Union  League,  andl 
the  Young  [Men's  RepubHcan  Club  of  New  Haven; 
and  the  Home  Club  of  Meriden.  Collector  Mix  is 
one  of  the  prominent  [Masons  of  the  State,  having 
taken  the  1  hirty-Second  Degree,  and  is  now  Past 
Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut, 
]  and  is  Grand  Captain  General  of  the  Grand  Com- 

mandcry  of  the  Knights  Templar. 
j         On  Oct.  2,  1872,  Mr.  Mix  was  married  to  Miss 
I  Kate    Wallace,    daughter   of    Franklin    Wallace   of 
!   Cheshire.      This   imion   was   blessed   with   six   chil- 
i  dren :     Edna,  Tenna  (died),  Ethel,  Helen,  Clitiford 
I    (died),  and  Breckenridge.     Edna  married  Eugenej 
i  A.  Plall,  treasurer  of  the  town  of  [Meriden,  trusted 
I  of  the  State  School   for  Boys,  and  treasurer  and] 
j  teller  of  the  [Meriden  Savings  Bank, -and  Eminent 
i  Commander  of  St.  Elmo  Commandery,  K.  T. ;  theyj 
i  have  two  children,  Fanny  and  Edna.     Helen  gradu-l 
I  ated  from  the  State  Normal  School  at  New  Britain! 
in  1902,  and  [Mrs.  Hall  and  Ethel  from  the  [Meriden, 
High  School.     Mrs.  Hall  was  a  teacher  in  the  pub-i 
lie  schools  for  five  years,  including  three  }-ears  in^ 
New  Haven.     Ethel  has  been  teaching  in  the  Wal- 
lingford  schools  three  years.   The  son.  Breckenridge, 
is  now  a  member  of  the  Boardman  Training  School 
of  New  Haven.     [Mr.  [Mix  is  a  member  of  the  Sons 
of   the   American    Revolution.      In   January,    1902, 
Mr.  Mix  removed  to  Meriden,  severing  his  connec- 
tion with  the  manufactory  at  Yalesville. 

LEW  ALLEN  LIPSETTE,  better  known  as 
Lew  Allen,  editor  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Meriden  Dailx  Journal,  is  one  of  the  best-known 
newsf'aper  men  in  the  State,  and,  in  point  of  serv- 
ice, the  oldest  in  the  city  of  [Meriden.  He  was  born 
Feb.  18,  1852,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  where  he 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools.  His 
first  independent  undertaking  was  in  newspaper 
work,  and  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  he 
has  been  engaged  in  journalism  in  Connecticut.  He 
was  city  editor  of  the  New  Haven  Union  until  1886, 
when  he  became  interested  with  Francis  Atwater, 
Thomas  L.  Reilly  and  Frank  E.  Sands  in  forming 
the  Journal  Publishing  Company,  which  began  the 
issue  of  the  [Meriden  Daily  Journal.  [Mr.  Allen  was 
made  vice  president  of  this  company,  and  has  been 
editor  of  the  paper  from  its  birth.  It  has  grown 
steadily  in  size  and  influence,  and  is  to-day  one  of 
the  most  enterprising  and  successful  newsjiapers  in 
the  State.  It  is  a  violation  of  no  confidence,  nor  of 
any  rule  of  propriety,  to  say  that  much  of  this  {irog- 
ress  is  due  to  the  fertile  mind  and  readv  force  of 
Mr.  Allen. 

In  politics.  [Mr.  Allen  is  an  Independent,  and  he 
has  served  as  a  member  of  the  [Meriden  Common 


,ti\l   '     I  ^  .  J.  Jf 


742 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


I   Council.     For  a  period  of  five  years  he  was  a  mem-  : 
'   ber  of  Co.  I,  2nd  Regiment,  Conn.  National  Guard. 

He  is  connected  with  All  Saints'  Protestant  Epis- 
i  copal  Church  of  Meriden.     Fraternally  he  belongs 
I   to  Pilgrims'  Harbor  Council,  Xo.   543,  Royal  Ar- 
:  canum. 
i         In  1878  Mr.  Allen  married  Miss  Amelia  Urick, 

and  his  family  includes  two  sons,  Walter  and  Lewis, 
;  Jr.,  now  students  in  the  Meriden  High  School. 

WILLIS    L.    :\IIX,    who   conducts   one   of   the 

most  popular  and  complete  drug  stores  in  the  city 

of  New  Haven,  and  is  prominent  among  druggists 

;   throughout   the   State,   was   born    March    13,    1S51, 

i   in  New   Flaven,  son  of  Lewis   Mix,   who  is   fully 

mentioned  elsewhere.  i 

Mr.  Mix  attended  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  city^  and  later  was  a  student  at  Russell's 
Military  Academy  four  years,  after  which,  in  1867, 
he  entered  old  Apothecaries  Hall,  acquiring  his 
first  knowled^^e  of  the  drug  business  with  Noyes 
&  Shepard.  He  was  subsequently  with  Lannam  & 
Sevin,  in  Norwich,  and  his  last  employer  was  \ 
J.  H.  Klock,  who  carried  on  the  drug  business  at  ' 
our  subject's  present  location,  Church  and  Chapel  i 
streets.  ^Ir.  Mix  continued  with  ^Ir.  Klock  until  '■ 
the  latter's  death.  He  had  enjoyed  a  partnership  , 
in  the  business  for  eighteen  months  prior  to  that 
event,  and  has  since  been  sole  proprietor,  having 
purchased  the  remaining  interest.  In  1901,  ^Ir. 
Mix  completely  renovated  and  refitted  his  estab- 
lishment, which  is  one  of  the  largest  and  best 
appointed  in  the  city,  and  also  one  of  the  best- 
known,  having  been  carried  on  without  interrup- 
tion for  over  fifty  years.  It  was  known  for  many 
years  as  Klock's  drug  store.  Our  subject  has  a 
large  and  varied  assortment  in  his  stock,  and  the 
large  patronage  he  enjoys  requires  the  services  of 
six  clerks.  ]Mr.  Alix  is  well  known  to  the  trade 
^  generally  all  over  Connecticut.  He  was  formerly 
president  of  the  Connecticut  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
^ciation,  and  is  at  present  one  of  the  State  Board  of 
Commissioners  of  Pharmacy,  consisting  of  three 
druggists  appointed  by  the  governor  to  examine 
candidates  for  druggists'  licenses.  I 

On  Dec.  29,  1875,  ^^i"-  ^^^'^  ^^'^^  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Harriet  E.  Bradley,  a  native  of 
New  Haven,  and  they  have  had  one  child,  Claribel, 
who  was  educated  in  New  Haven  and  Northamp- 
ton, Mass..  and  was  married  Nov.  20,  1901,  to 
Albert  L.  Whitcomb.  a  photographer  of  \\'alling- 
ford,  this  county.  Mrs.  ^lix  was  one  of  the  six 
children  of  Frederick  and  Elvira  (Wakeley) 
Bradley,  of  whom  Theodore  S.  is  a  resident  of 
Meriden ;  Harriet  E.  is  Mrs.  Mix:  Mrs.  L.  L.  Camp 
resides  in  New  York:  and  Mrs.  George  T.  Strong 
lives  in  Maiden,  ]Mass.  The  mother  is  still  living 
in  New  Haven.  ]\Ir.  Bradley  was  engaged  as  a 
carriage  manufacturer  and  was  a  prominent  citizen 
of  New  Haven. 

Mr.  Mix  stands  high  in  Masonic  circles,  having 


taken  the  thirty-second  degree.  He  holds  mem- 
bership in  Wooster  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which 
he  is  senior  warden;  Franklin  Chapter;  Harmony 
Council,  No.  8,  in  which  he  has  held  all  the  offices'; 
New  Haven  Commandery,  No.  2,  in  which  he  has 
held  a  number  of  oftices  and  was  eminent  com- 
mander in  1895;  the  Lodge  of  Perfection,  of  which 
he  is  grand  senior  warden ;  the  Scottish  Rite  Ma- 
sons ;  Pyramid  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S. ;  is  a 
trustee  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticut ;  and  is  an  active  member  of  the  Knights 
Templar  Club.  He  also  aftiliates  with  the  A.  O.  U. 
W.,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution.  Mr.  }klix  is  a  Republican  in  political 
sentiment.  In  religious  connection  he  is  a  Congre- 
gationalist,  belonging  to  the  Dwight  Place  Church, 
is  a  member  of  the  society's  committee  and  of  the 
Congregational  Club.  A  worker  in  all  the  organ- 
izations with  which  he  is  identified,  progressive  in 
his  chosen  line  of  business,  and  honorable  in  all 
the  relations  of  life,  he  ranks  high  among  his  asso- 
ciates as  a  man  whose  intelligence  and  worth  com- 
mend him  -a  the  unqualified  esteem  of  all  who 
know  him. 

OSCAR  C.  HUPFER,  the  junior  member  of 
the  grocery  firm  of  Pierce  &  Hupfer.  of  Britannia 
St.,  Meriden,  is  one  of  the  esteemed  citizens  and 
successful  business  men  of  this  city.  He  was  born 
at  Haydenville,  Hampshire  Co.,  Alass.,  June  16, 
1862,  and  is  of  German  descent. 

Christian  Hupfer,  his  grandfather,  was  a  native 
of  Germany,  and  was  the  owner  and  operator  of 
a  flour  mill.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Christina  Herman,  who  died  in  Germany. 
His  second  wife  was  Belina  Millenzuer,  who  came 
to  America  with  him  and  family  about  1871.  From 
New  York  Mr.  Hupfer  removed  to  East  Hampton, 
Mass.  In  his  native  land  he  had  followed  milling, 
but  he  now  settled  down  on  a  small  farm  and  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  days  on  it,  dying  in  1896.  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  His  burial  took  place 
in  East  Hampton.  In  Germany  he  belonged  to  the 
Lutheran  Church,  but  his  religious  views  were 
broad  enough  to  enable  him  to  take  comfort  in  the 
Congregational  services  held  in  his  vicinity.  He 
was  a  Democrat  in  his  political  belief.  Mrs.  Hup- 
fer still  resides  in  East  Hampton.  A  family  of 
twenty-four  children  was  born  to  Mr.  Hupfer,  thir- 
teen by  his  first  marriage,  the  survivors  being  as 
follows:  Charles  I-Vederick:  Minnie;  Sidonia, 
who  married  William  Sanford  of  Meriden ;  Au- 
gustina,  who  resides  in  East  Hampton :  Ernestina. 
who  married  Albert  O.  Hartenstine,  of  ^Meriden. 
Of  the  eleven  children  born  to  the  second  marriage, 
the  survivors  are  as  follows :  Mary,  who  married 
Henry  C.  Kline,  of  Meriden  :  Sarah,  who  married 
Mr.  Knodel,  of  East  Hampton:  Frederick:  Rich- 
ard: anrl  Hattie.  who  resides  at  East  Hampton. 

Charles  Frederick  Hupfer.  father  of  (jscar  C, 
was  lx)rn  in  Germany,  and  was  given  a  good,  Ger- 
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man  education,  and  then  learned  the  trade  of  gold- 
Muith.  ilis  father  having  a  large  family  and  busi- 
ness prospects  not  looknig  very  bright  for  the 
voung  man's  future,  he  left  home  and  emigrated  to 
America  while  still  in  his  teens.  By  the  time  he 
reached  Xew  York  his  means  were  pretty  well  ex- 
hausted, but  his  destination  was  Haydenville,  Mass.. 
and  he  managed  to  reach  there,  soon  tinding  work 
at  his  trade  with  some  of  his  countrymen.  Later 
he  removed  to  East  Hampton,  where  he  industrious- 
ly followed  his  trade,  quietly  accumulating  means, 
and  in  middle  life  was  able  to  invest  the  same  in 
a  small  farm,  to  which  he  then  retired  and  which 
he  is  still  engaged  in  operating.  In  his  commun- 
itv,  Mr.  Hupfer  is  much  respected  for  his  honesty 
and  industry,  and  he  is  a  leading  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  In  former  years  he  was  a  Demo- 
crat, but  later  issues  caused  him  to  become  a  Re- 
publican. 

In  East  Hampton,  ^lass.,  Mr.  Hupfer  married 
W'ilhelmina  i^iNIinnie)  Knipfer,  born  in  Saxony, 
Germany,  daughter  of  William  Knipfer,  who  owned 
and  operated  a  woolen  mill,  in  Germany.  !Mrs. 
Hupfer,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  still  resides  in 
her  home  in  East  Hampton,  Alass.  The  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hupfer  were:  Minnie,  who 
married  Frank  Miller,  resides  in  East  Hampton, 
Mass.;  Oscar  C. ;  }klax  L.,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.; 
Cliarles  August,  who  resides  in  East  Hampton ; 
Flora,  at  iiome ;  and  one  that  died  in  infancy. 

Uscar  C.  Hupfer  moved  with  his  parents  from 
Ilayilenville  to  East  Hampton,  where  he  had  school 
advantages  for  a  short  time.  As  early  as  nine  years 
he  began  to  be  a  wage  earner,  in  the  East  Hampton 
woolen  mills,  remaining  there,  a  f:iithful  employe, 
until  he  reached  his  majority,  in  the  meantime  con- 
tributing to  the  family  support.  From  early  child- 
hood he  had  displayed  musical  talent,  and  as  soon 
as  he  was  able  to  do  so,  began  the  serious  study 
of  the  clarionet,  mastering  this  musical  instrument, 
and  becoming  so  perfect  a  performer  upon  it.  that 
wiien  he  discontinued  work  at  the  mills,  he  was  able 
to  make  this  tuneful  little  instrument  a  source  of 
income.  He  started  out  on  the  road  on  a  trial  trip 
W'ith  a  minstrel  troupe,  and  later  was  connected 
with  the  Si  Perkins  Comedy  Co.,  the  J.  C.  Lewis 
Comedy  Co.,  as  clarionet  performer,  and  met  with 
such  success  that  he  remained  in  the  musical  line 
for  some  six  years,  traveling  all  over  the  country. 

In  1886  Mr.  Hupfer  decided  to  locate,  and  with 
tliis  end  in  view  came  to  Meriden  and  accepted  a 
jx'sition  with  the  lamp  department  of  the  Charles 
I'arker  Co.,  where  he  remained  for  five  years,  dur- 
i".i>'  all  this  time  playing  in  the  Meriden  Opera 
House  orchestra.  Then  Mr.  Hupfer  accepted  a 
clerical  position  in  a  store  conducted  by  Shaw 
Brns.,  on  Britannia  St.,  where  he  spent  one  year, 
when,  in  company  with  his  brother-in-law,  H.'  At- 
chix.n  Pierce,  he  bought  out  the  interest  of  Shaw 
Bros,  and  embarked  in  the  grocery  business.  Since 
that  time  tiie  business  had  been  enlarged  and  ex- 


tended and  the  firm  name  has  become  one  asso- 
ciateil  with  upright  methods  and  honorable  deal 
ings.  Xo  concern  in  the  city  stands  better  with^ 
the  trade  and  the  general  public  than  does  that  of 
Pierce  &  Hupfer.  After  a  business  life  of  eleven 
years  they  have  the  assurance  that  their  efforts  to 
secure  and  keep  patronage  meets  with  public  ap-j 
proval.  I 

On  June  6,   1886,   Mr.  Hupfer  was  married  m. 
East   Hampton,    Mass.,    to    Miss    Edna    E.    Pierce,! 
born  in  Windsor.  Mass.,  daughter  of  Orris  G.  and 
Harriet  Pierce.     Three  children  have  been  born  to 
this  union  :     Raymond  Douglas,  Clarence  Welling- 
ton and  Emma  Harriet.     Fraternally   Mr.   Hupfer 
is  connected  with  Center  Lodge,  Xo.  97,  Meriden, 
i  A.  F.  &  A.  AL;  Meriden  Center  Lodge.  I.  O.  O.  F.. 
taking  an  active  interest  in  both  organizations.    2i[r^ 
;  Hupfer  is  also  deeply  interested  in  musical  matters 
I   in  Aleriden,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Edwin  D.  Korn 
I  orchestra,  contributing  to  it  a  high  order  of  musical 
abilitv.     In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.     His  fam- 
\  ily  attend  the  Congregational  Church. 

Although  ]Mr.  Hupfer  is  now  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial men  of  Meriden,  he  was  the  architect  of 
his  own  fortunes.  His  industry  and  ability  have 
brought  him  from  the  very  bottom  of  the  ladder^ 
and  his  present  prosperity  is  justly  deserved.  Hel 
enjoys  the  respect  of  all  classes  for  he  is  widelyj 
know'n  for  his  upright  character,  his  charital)le  ac-i 
tions  and  his  devotion  to  the  best  interests  of  his 
communitv. 

JAMES    T.    MORAX    is   one   of   the    younger 

members  of"  the   Xew   Haven  bar,  who  has   taken 

high  rank  in  the  profession,  and  who  maintains  a 

'  creditable  position  in  society  as  a  man  and  a  citizen. 

Mr.  ^loran  was  born  Sept.  ig,  1864,  in  the  town 

of   North    Haven,    Conn.,   a   son   of    Thomas    and 

Maria    (Cullom)    Aloran.     He  attended   the  public 

schools   of     Xew   Flaven    and    the    Hillhouse   high 

,  school,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class 

1  of    1883.     The    following   year   he   was    graduated 

'   from   the   Yale   Law    School,    with   the   degree   of 

,   LL.  B.,  and  the  following  year  received  the  grad- 

j  uate  degree  of  M.  L.  from  Y'ale  L'niversity.     Soon 

I  after  his  graduation  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 

I  Xew  Haven,  and  he  presently  became  a  member  of 

■   the  prominent  law  firm  of  Tyler,  IngersoU  &  ]Mor- 

I  an.     For    the    past    seventeen    years    he    has    been 

J  earnestlv  and  indefatigably  engaged  in  the  practice 

!  of  his  profession  with  abundant  and  deserved  suc- 

'  cess,  and  he  is  the  general  attorney  of  the  Southern 

X'ew  England  Telephone  Company. 

}^Ir.  Moran's  political  atifiliations  arc  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  in  municipal  aft'airs  he  has 
been  quite  active  and  useful.  His  manly  characicr- 
;  istics  and  faithful  labors  in  his  profession  have  cnm- 
'  mended  him  to  the  consideration  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens. For  three  years  he  served  as  a  member  of 
the  common  council,  being  the  president  of  that 
body  in    1888.     From   1888  to   1892  he   was  a  di- 
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rector  of  the  Free  Public  Library.  Since  1893  he 
has  been  a  valued  member  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion, and  is  chairman  of  the  committee  on  schools. 
For  three  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
police  commissioners,  and  has  been  president  of  the 
Hillhouse  Ilit^h  School  Alumni  Association. 

Mr.  Moran  was  married  x\pril  27,  1898,  to  ]\Iiss 
Mary  E.  McKenzie,  of  New  Haven,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Helen,  born  Jan.  i,  Uj02.  Socially  Mr. 
Moran  is  a  member  of  the  Graduates  Club  and 
Knights  of  St.  Patrick,  lioth  uf  New  Haven,  and  of 
the  Yale  Club,  of  New  York  City. 

BYRON  DAMD  WELTOX.  Prominent 
among  the  enterprising  and  successful  business 
men  of  W'aterbury,  Xew  Haven  county,  is  this 
well-known  dealer  in  grain,  feed,  coal  and  wood. 
He  is  one  of  the  native  sons  of  that  town,  having 
been  born  in  Waterville,   Xov.  21,    1851. 

The  Welton  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  highly  respected  in  the '  State.  The  first  to 
come  to  America  was  John  Welton,  a  native  of 
England,  and  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Farm- 
ington.  Conn.,  as  well  as  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Wat" 
erbury,  whither  he  came  in  1679,  and  where  he  died 
June  18,  1726.    His  wife.  Mary,  ilied  Oct.  18,  1716. 

Richard  Welton,  son  of  John,  was  born  and 
reared  in  Waterbury,  and  spent. the  last  years  of 
his  life  on  Bucks  Hill,  that  town,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  house  and  land  of  Joseph  Gaylord,  Jr.  He 
died  in  1755.  In  the  year  1701  he  wedded  Mary, 
daughter  of  Stephen  Upson.,  and  to  them  were 
born  nine  children. 

Richard  Welton,  Jr.,  the 'eldest  child  of  Rich-. 
ard,  was  born  in  Waterbury  Jan.  5,  1702.  and  re- 
moved with  his  parents  to  Bucks  Hill,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  He  was  well  known  and  was  very 
prominent  in  public  atifairs.  His  death  occurred 
Jan.  II,  1766,  and  his  remains  were  interred  on 
Bucks  Hill.  On  X'ov.  3,  1724,  he  married  Anna 
Fenton,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Fenton,  of  Fairfield, 
Conn.,  and  thcv  had  five  children:  Anna,  born 
Aug.  17,  1725,  married  John  Brown  :  John,  the  next 
in  order  of  birth,  is  mentioned  below ;  Abi  was  born 
Oct.  29,  1729;  Titus,  born  Oct.  20,  1732,  died  July 
9'  1757;  and  Abby,  born  Oct.  3,  1738,  married 
Thomas  Fenn. 

John  Welton,  son  of  Richard,  Jr.,  was  born  on 
Bucks  Hill  Jan.  26,  1727,  and  he  spent  his  entire 
life  at  that  place,  where  he  owned  and  operated  a 
farm.  He  was  known  as  John  Welton,  Esq..  and 
was  a  man  of  prominence  in  his  community.  He 
died  Jan.  22,  1816,  and  was  buried  on  Bucks  Hill. 
His  wife,  wdio  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Dorcas 
Hickcock,  was  born  July  ii,  1736,  a  daughter  of 
Capt.  Samuel  and  Mary  (Hopkins)  Hickcock,  and 
granddaughter  of  William  Hickcock.  They  had 
ten  children:  Abi,  born  X'ov.  2.  1758,  dietl  May 
14,  1828;  the  second  died  in  infancy:  Mary,  born 
June  10,  1760,  married  Hezekiah  Phelps  and  died 


Sept.  6,  181 1  ;  Ann,  born  Feb.  11,  1762,  died  May 
10,  1803;  Titus  was  born  July  3,  1764;  Richard 
Fenton  was  born  April  17,  1767;  John,  born  Oct. 
28,  1769,  died  Dec.  i,  1776;  Dorcas,  born  Oct.  29, 
1771,  died  July  23,  1793;  Adrian  is  mentioned  be- 
low; and  John,  burn  Jan.  i;^,  1778,  died  April  2, 
1813. 

Adrian  Welton,  son  of  John,  was  born  on  Bucks 
Hill,  Feb.  15,  1775,  and  died  Oct.  26,  1804. 

Horace  Clark  Welton,  son  of  Adrian,  a  farmer 
of  Bucks  Hill,  was  born  Feb.  15,  1801,  and  was 
married  June  20,  1823,  to  Sophia  Bradley,  who 
was  born  April  i,  1804,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Brad- 
Icy,  of  Plymouth  Bay.  They  had  two  children,  of 
whom  William  Alonzo,  born  Dec.  20,  1824,  was 
married  X"ov.  10,  1847,  to  Eliza  Prichard,  daughter 
of   Leonard    Prichard. 

Frederick  Aloxzo  Weltox,  the  younger  son 
of  Horace  C,  was  born  on  Bucks  Hill  April  8, 
1827,  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  and  received 
a  district-school  education.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
he  went  to  Waterville,  where  he  worked  in  a  knife 
shop  for  several  years,  and  then  removed  to  Xew 
Haven,  where  he  engaged  in  business  for  eighteen 
years.  On  his  return  to  Waterville  he  resumed 
work  in  the  knife  shop,  and  was  thus  employed  un- 
til he  embarked  in  the  grain,  feed,  coal  and  wood 
business,  which  he  successfully  carried  on  until 
his  death,  building  up  a  large  trade.  He  passed 
away  Sept.  20,  1897,  honored  and  respected  by  all 
who  knew  him,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Bucks  Hill 
cemetery.  Politically  he  was  first  a  \\  big  and  later 
a  Republican.  In  all  the  relations  of  life  he  was 
found  true  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him,  and  he 
was  very  popular  with  his  fellow  citizens.  On  Jan, 
I.  1 85 1,  ^Ir.  Welton  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Harriet  Maria  Boyden,  who  was  born  Oct. 
6,  1828,  a  daughter  of  David  and  Lucy  Ann  (Scott) 
Boyden,  the  former  a  native  of  ^Massachusetts. 
Mrs.  Welton's  maternal  grandparents  were  Joel 
and  Hannah  (Bronson)  Scott.  Airs.  Welton,  who 
was  an  earnest  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  a  most  estimable  lady,  died  in  July,  1897,  and 
was  buried  in  Bucks  Hill  cemetery.  To  her  mar- 
riage with  Mr.  W'elton  were  born  two  sons :  Byron 
David,  our  subject ;  and  Edward,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  seven  years. 

During  his  boyhood  Byron  D.  Welton  pursued 
his  studies  in  the  district  schools  of  Waterville  and 
a  private  school  at  Xew  Haven.  He  began  his  busi- 
ness career  with  his  father  in  the  knife  shop  at 
Waterville,  and  was  thus  employed  until  his  father's 
death,  when  he  assumed  control  of  the  grain,  feed, 
coal  and  wood  business,  which  he  has  since  carried 
on  with  marked  success,  being  a  man  of  unusually 
good  business  ability  and  sound  judgment.  He 
holds  membership  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
casts  his  ballot  for  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
Republican  party,  but  has  never  been  a  politician 
in  the  sense  of  office  seeking.  In  Waterville  he 
married    Miss    Harriet    L.    Hubbard,    a    native    of 
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Tcrryville,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  two  children ;  Clark  Hubbard,  now  at- 
tending school ;  and  Mary,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
four  years. 

WILLARD  S.  PAIX.  superintendent  of  the 
works  of  the  Aeolian  Co..  at  Meriden,  and  secretary 
■of  the  company,  might  well  be  termed  a  thorough- 
bred. He  comes  to  his  calling  by  birth  and  breed- 
ing, and  so  is  naturally  fitted  for  it.  His  fathers 
before  him  were  musicians  and  musical  mechanics, 
and  he  has  a  son  preparing  to  follow  him.  He. 
himself,  was  born  in  the  citv  of  Xew  York,  Oct. 
2,  1855. 

Stephen  Pain,  his  paternal  grandfather,  was  a 
native  of  Dover,  County  Kent,  England,  and  a  mu- 
sician and  church  organist  there.  He  was  also  a 
composer,  and  a  man  devoted  to  his  profession  and 
its  work.  He  married  a  }iliss  Willard,  of  the  same 
town,  and  they  had  three  children :  Robert  W ., 
father  of  Willard  S.,  and  who  is  with  his  son  in  the 
employ  of  the  Aeolian  Co. ;  Annie,  who  married 
William  Gardner ;  and  ]\Iary,  who  never  married. 
These  with  their  mother  he  brought  to  America 
locating  in  New  York,  where  he  passed  the  remain- 
der of  his  days,  and  where  also  his  wife  died.  They 
Avere  members  of  the  "sl.  E.  Church. 

Robert  W.  Pain,  father  of  Willard  S.,  and  the 
only  son  of  Stephen,  was  but  five  years  of  age 
when  brought  to  this  country,  having  been  born  in 
1832.  He  attended  school  in  Xew  York,  but  started 
early  to  learn  a  trade.  He  first  essayed  roofing, 
probably  because  it  was  the  first  thing  that  offered, 
but  he  was  not  bom  for  climbing  of  that  kind  and 
soon  gave  it  up  when  opportunity  opened  in  the 
factory  of  Xumis  &  Clark,  piano  manufacturers  of 
X'ew  York,  where  he  served  a  three-years'  appren- 
ticeship, and  afterward  followed  the  trade  several 
years.  When  Carhart  «&  X'eedham  began  the  manu- 
.facture  of  Cabinet  organs,  he  accepted  a  position 
with  that  firm  and  remained  in  it  a  number  of  years 
Muring  many  of  which  he  had  the  position  of  master 
mechanic  and  expert ;  and  when  the  mechanical  mu- 
sical instruments  were  brought  out  he  perfected 
them,  and  was  with  the  firm  of  E.  P.  Xeedham  & 
Son.  Thereafter  he  was  engaged  with  the  old  Or- 
ganet  Company  until  the  formation  of  the  Aeolian 
Co.,  with  which  latter  he  is  now.  He  is  president  of 
the  company,  and  his  employment  is  the  important 
experimental  work  of  this  progressive  concern,  and 
though  now  in  his  seventieth  year,  he  is  acutely  at- 
tentive and  active  in  it.  He  is  a  great  lover  of  music 
and  musical  instruments,  has  made  manv  inventions 
and  perfected  many  more,  all  musical.  He  is  one  of 
the  best-known  men  in  his  business,  is  considered 
a  "born  genius."  and  is  a  thorough  master  of  the 
art  and  craft  to  which  his  heart  and  life  have  I)een 
devoted,  and  in  whose  progress  he  still  takes  the 
keenest  interest.  He  is  a  man  of  domestic  tastes 
and  habits,  and  a  broad-minded  citizen.  He  be- 
longs to  2\Iariner's  Lodge,  X'o.  67,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 


and  to  the  Consistory.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth 
Wilson,  born  in  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.,  daughter  of  Cap- 
tain Wilson,  a  mariner  who  was  lost  at  sea.  She 
died  in  her  home  in  1871,  and  was  buried  in  Ever- 
green cemetery,  Brooklyn.  She  bore  five  children, 
three  daughters  and  two  sons,  of  whom  only  one 
of  the  sons  survives.  The  others  were  George, 
Annie,  Elizabeth  and  Mary. 

\\  illard  S.  Pain,  the  only  survivor  of  the  five 
children  of  Robert  W.  and  Elizabeth  (Wilson) 
I'ain,  has  some  right  to  the  natural  heritage  of  all. 
He  attended  the  public  schools  of  Xew  York  until 
he  was  about  sixteen  years  of  age.  He  then  en- 
tered the  employ  of  E.  P.  Xeedham  &  Son  in  the 
capacity  of  cabinetmaker  and  turner,  and  remained 
therein  until  1880,  when  he  accepted  a  position  with 
the  Automatic  Alusical  Paper  Co.,  of  Boston.  He 
continued  with  that  company  till  1888;  and  when 
the  Aeolian  Co.  came  to  Aleriden  he  came  with  it,] 
first  in  the  capacity  of  foreman  of  the  Music  De- 
partment, in  charge  of  the  work  of  producing  the 
rolls  of  music,  its  cutting,  etc.,  at  which  he  remained 
until  1900,  when  he  was  appointed  general  super- 
intendent of  the  works,  succeeding  Mr.  Chase.  He 
has  now  filled  this  important  and  responsible  posi- 
tion for  two  years,  with  ever  increasing  credit  to 
himself  and  gratification  of  his  employers  and  asso- 
ciates. He  has  seen  the  business  increase  more  than 
one-half,  and  now  has  employed  upward  of  350 
hands,  with  all  of  whom  he  enjoys  the  utmost  con- 
fidence and  respect.  He  is  a  man  of  very  genial 
disposition,  and  is  of  a  nature  generous  to  a  fault. 
He  is  also  a  man  of  intellect  and  intelligence,  of  in- 
ventive mind  and  skillful  hand.  Among  his  inven- 
tions may  be  mentioned  those  for  music  cutting  and 
duplicating,  a  stencil  machine,  a  machine  for  pre- 
paring patterns,  etc.  He  has  made  and  perfected  a 
number  of  useful  inventions  relating  to  music  and 
musical  instruments.  Mr.  Pain's  health  is  like  his 
character  and  attainments.  His  sound  mind  dwells 
in  a  sound  body.  He  has  not  lost  a  day's  pay  in 
tU'Cnty-five  years.  His  good  health  comes  from 
right  living.  Pie  exemplifies  in  his  living  the  noble 
doctrine  of  doing  unto  others  as  you  would  that 
they  should  do  unto  you,  and  treats  his  body  as  he 
would  another  that  it  may  do  likewise  with  himself, 
and  give  him  always  the  best  thoughts  and  feelings 
with  strength  for  his  duties.  Politically  he  acts  as 
an  independent  Republican,  but  he  is  in  no  sense  a 
politician.  He  is  a  member  of  Alfred  H.  Hall  Coun- 
cil, Xo.  1423,  Royal  Arcanum,  of  Meriden.  a  good 
man  well  liked  and  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 
It  might  easily  be  guessed  that  his  habits  are  do- 
mestic, and  well  they  may  be,  surrounded,  as  he  is, 
by  a  loving  and  devoted  wife,  his  son  Robert — now 
with  him  at  the  Aeolian  factory — and  his  daughter 
Emily,  a  channing  young  woman  of  the  most  pleas- 
ing personality  and  manners,  of  general  culture,  a 
graduate  of  the  Meriden  high  school,  and  a  culti- 
vated as  well  as  natural  musician. 

Mrs.  Pain  was  formerly  !Miss  Emily  Jane  Swee- 
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ney.  She  is  a  dauijhter  of  John  and  Avis  (Chap- 
man) Sweeney,  and.  like  her  husband,  is  a  native 
of  New  York,  where  they  were  married  in  1878. 
She  is  also  a  lovely  woman,  a  member  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  devoted  to  her  husband  and  chil- 
dren. 

CAPT.  LAURENCE  O'BRIEN,  whose  name 
is  written  high  in  the  military  annals  of  his  adopted 
country,  and  whose  sacrifices  for  the  freedom  of 
his  native  land  have  endeared  him  to  patriotic  peo- 
ple everywhere,  is  one  of  those  Irish-Americans  we 
most  delight  to  honor.  He  was  bom  in  County 
Tipperary,  Ireland,  April  7,  1842,  a  son  of  Edward 
O'Brien,  a  mason  and  builder,  who  came  to  New 
Haven  in  1852.  Edward  O'Brien  married  Eliza- 
beth Hammel,  who  was  born  in  Tipperary  and  died 
in  America,  the  mother  of  seven  children,  namely: 
Margaret,  Ellen,  Laurence.  Mary  Ann  (who  mar- 
ried Capt.  William  O'Keefe,  of  New^  Haven,  a 
soldier  in  the  Civil  war),  Elizabeth,  Catherine  and 
Felix. 

Laurence  O'Brien  was  but  ten  years  of  age 
when  his  parents  brought  him  to  this  country.  In 
his  native  Ireland  he  had  attended  the  National 
schools,  and  after  coming  to  New  Haven  he  for 
a  time  studied  in  St.  Patrick's  parochial  school. 
When  he  left  school  he  learned  the  brick-layer's 
trade,  and  was  engaged  in  this  calling  at  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  war.  In  August,  1861,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  B,  9th  Conn.  \'.  I.  Previous 
to  this  he  had  served  in  the  Emmet  Guards  in  New 
Haven,  and  the  training  there  received  enabled 
him  to  be  of  great  assistance  in  the  organization 
of  the  9th  Regiment.  Gen.  Russell,  of  the  Mili- 
tary Academy,  gave  him  considerable  instruction, 
and  in  October,  1861,  Mr.  O'Brien  was  commis- 
sioned first  lieutenant.  C)n  Oct.  15,  1862,  he  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain,  and  given  com- 
mand of  Company  D,  same  regiment.  One  month 
previous  to  this  promotion  he  had  been  wounded 
in  the  left  hip,  while  on  an  expedition  against 
guerrillas  in  the  parish  of  St.  Charles.  La.,  and 
the  following  ]\Iarch  was  detailed  by  Gen.  Banks 
as  provost  marshal  for  the  parish  of  St.  James,  La., 
and  one  month  later  was  appointed  provost  judge. 
One  of  the  first  engagements  in  which  the  9th  par- 
ticipated, after  their  enlistment  in  1861,  was  the 
battle  of  Pass  Christian,  ]\Iiss.,  and  for  the  part 
borne  in  this  engagement  Capt.  O'Brien  received 
honorable  mention.  He  also  took  part  in  the  cap- 
ture of  New  Orleans,  in  1862,  and  was  also  pres- 
ent at  the  capture  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Phillip, 
first  siege  of  \'icksburg,  the  engagement  at  Baton 
Rouge,  and  many  others.  Capt.  O'Brien  com- 
manded the  last  detachment  of  the  iQth  Army 
Corps  from  Louisiana,  reporting  to  Gen.  Emery, 
commander  of  the  19th  Army  Corps,  which  was 
one  of  the  corps  under  Gen.  Sheridan  in  the  Shen- 
andoah Valley,  in  August,  i8<")4,  and  subsequently 
taking  part  in  all  the  engagements  of  that  noted 


General  in  that  valley,  including  Winchester,  Fish- 
er's Hill  and  Cedar  Creek.  In  October,  1864.  the 
9th  Conn.  W  I.  was  mustered  out  in  New  Haven. 
At  the  close  of  his  army  service  Capt.  O'Brien  re- 
turned to  New  Haven,  and  followed  his  trade  of 
bricklaying  for  eight  months.  Then  came  the 
call  from  Ireland  to  assist  in  a  blow  for  freedom, 
and  Capt.  O'Brien  was  the  first  to  respond.  The 
record  of  that  time  is  most  graphically  described 
by  himself,  as  follows : 

In  1865  I  was  State  Center  of  the  F.  B.  in  Connecticut. 
In  August  I  was  informed  that  the  fight  for  freedom  would 
begin  m  Ireland  as  soon  as  the  harvest  was  gathered,  and 
we  should  see  that  none  of  it  was  allowed  to  go  out  of  the 
country.  I  was  also  informed  that  all  officers  of  military 
skill  and  ability,  who  expected  to  help  in  the  fight,  should 
be  in  Ireland  before  the  risin?  as  the  blockade  would  be 
on,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  get  in  afterwards.  I  noti- 
fied the  officers  who  lived  in  my  district,  and  we  reported 
at  headquarters  in  New  York,  and  received  our  instruc- 
tions, and  when  I  was  eoing  aboard  the  steamer,  to  sail, 
I  was  informed  that  the  council  wanted  me  to  remain  in 
New  York  until  further  orders.  After  one  week's  delay  in 
New  York  I  was  given  a  bag  of  i.ooo  sovereigns  in  gold. 
a  second  bill  of  exchange  of  1.500  oounds.  I  was  also  given 
a  sealed  dispatch,  not  to  read  until  I  was  one  day  at  sea. 
I  was  to  conunit  it  to  memor-"-  and  destroy  it  before  I  ar- 
med in  Ireland.  I  did  so.  I  went  to  Tipperary  and  found 
all  the  young  men  willing  and  anxious  to  do  their  part. 
After  one  week  in  my  native  town,  Cahir.  I  returned  to 
Dublin.  I  was  sent  to  Paris  and  received  all  money  coming 
from  .America.  During  my  stay  in  Paris.  December,  1865. 
January.  February  and  March.  1866.  I  received  $113,000, 
all  of  which  I  sent  to  Ireland  by  messengers,  and  not  one 
cent  was  lost  or  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  I  left 
Paris  for  Dublin,  but  when  I  arrived  in  Liverpool,  word 
was  sent  from  headquarters  to  remain  in  Liverpool,  and 
to  ask  the  chief  men  there  to  find  t|uarters  for  the  officers 
who  escaped  arrest  in  Ireland,  and  I  found  places  for  all. 
among  whom  was  Michael  O'Brien,  the  Manchester  martyr. 
who  gave  his  life  for  the  cause,  whose  last  words  were 
"Cod  save  Ireland."  January.  1867.  I  went  to  Ireland,  and 
at  Clonmel  prepared  for  action.  I  started  for  the  place 
rendezvous  by  way  of  Cashel.  where  I  tried  to  hire  a 
car  to  take  me  to  Golden,  when  I  was  arrested  and  com- 
mitted to  jail,  for  being  a  stranger.  Not  having  any  refe-- 
ences,  I  was  detained  in  Cashel  for  two  weeks.  A  warrant 
was  read  to  me  to  remove  me  to  Clonmel  -ail  by  order  of 
the  lord  lieutenant.  When  arrested  I  gave  the  name  of 
Osborne,  but  in  the  lord  lieutenant's  warrant  was  Osborne 
or  O'Brien.  They  learned  who  I  was.  but  not  from  me. 
I  was  escorted  in  irons  by  armed  oolice  to  Clonmel  iail. 
After  five  months  in  that  jail,  it  was  galling  monotonous. 
and  this  time  I  was  charged  with  high  treason  against  Her 
Most  Gracious  Majesty,  and  a  separate  charge  of  treason 
felony.  I  then  saw  that  they  were  bound  to  kill  me.  I 
determined  to  escane.  I  received  files  and  tools  that  I  cut 
the  bars  with. 

Mr.  O'Brien  had  friends  both  inside  and  out- 
side the  prison.  One  of  two  prison  guards  was 
his  chief  aid.  He  informed  his  friends  that  he 
would  come  out  between  twelve  and  one  o'clock 
on  the  night  of  September  18,  which  he  did  not 
quite  succeed  in  doing,  his  escape  being  between 
four  and  five  in  the  morning  of  the  19th.  He 
describes  his  escape  as   follows: 

My  friends  who  were  waiting  for  me  went  away  in 
despair  at  three  o'clock,  and  when  I  came  to  my  senses, 
after  being  stunned  in  falling  from  the  outside  wall,  at 
just  liefore  daylireak.  I  started  for  the  country,  and  met 
friends   four  miles  away    where  I   remained  two  days  for 
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In  the  fall  off  the  wall   I  broke  mv  right  shoulder- 

_^ ;,„il  niv  face  was  badly  disfigured.     After   four  days 

1  t'niVeled  iiichts  by  way  of  MuUiiiahone  into  the  County 
of  Kdkeiiiiy,  along  the  Welsh  mountains,  crossed  the 
river  Suir  at  Granny  Castle,  by  taking-  one  of  Lord  Bes<- 
|i..r<iut;h's  pleasure  boats,  and  when  on  the  Watcrford  side 
jm-lied  the  boat  adrift  and  soon  was  among  friends,  and 
after  :i  few  davs  was  again  back  in  Paris. 

Tlie  effect  of  his  esca{)e  upon  the  authorities 
there,  and  their  surmises  as  to  the  methods  he  pur- 
si:e<l,'  are  well  told  in  the  following  article  in  the 
Irish  Citbcn  (New  York  paper),  issue  of  Oct.  19, 

1807: 

Tlie  editor  of  the  Irish  Citizen  well  knew  Capt. 
O'Brien,  who  spent  many  months  of  last  year  in  Pans.  He 
is  a  genuine  and  gallant  patriot,  and  an  honorable  man. 
It  need  not  be  added  that  we  congratulate  him  heartily  on 
liis  fortiniate  escape  from  the  dangers  of  tlie  enemy.  We 
give  the  details  of  his  escape  from  a  Tipperary  paper. 

Considerable    excitement    was    created    at    Clonmel    on 
yesterday   morning   by    the   escape   of    Charles   J.    Osborne 
from  our  county  jail,  in   which  for  some  months  past  he 
has  been  confined  on  a  charge  of  complicity  in  the  Fenian 
movement.     Osborne   was   arrested  on  the  28ih  of  Febru- 
ary, in  the  vicinity  of  Cashel.     He  had  visited  Clonmel  with 
(Jen.    Bourke.   and   soon   after   parting   with    the   latter   his 
capture   was  effected :   he   was   immediately   transmitted   to 
Clonmel,  where  he  remained  to  the  uth  of  August,  incar- 
cirated  under  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  warrant.     On  the  1 2th 
«ii   .\ugust,  however,  tiie   Honorable   Martin  J.   French.  R. 
M..  held  an  investigation  into  the  charges  preferred  against 
tin-  prisoner,  tiie  restdt  of  which  was  his  commitment  for 
tn.il  to  the  ne.xt  assizes.     Some  time  since  mformer  Cori- 
«l<in  was  confronted  by  the  prisoner,  and  he  stated  that  his 
ri-.TJ  name  wa-    Laurence  O'Brien,  and  he  further  gave  evi- 
•!t-iu-e  as   to  his   connection   with   Fcnianism.     Osborne,  or 
O'lirieti,  is  a  frne-looking  young  man.  about  six  feet  high, 
anil  lunlt  in  proportion.     During  his  confinement  he  obeyed 
the  prison  rules  unmurmuringly.  and  no  one  entertained  the 
remotest   suspicion  of  his  attempting  to  escape,  which,  in- 
<iivd.    seetned    liopeless.     However,    that    he    succeeded    on 
\\  ednesday  night,  in  a  most  daring  manner,  is  now  beyond 
a  <|uestion.     His  cell  was  in  the  third  story  of  the  jail,  and 
was   lighted   by   a  single   window,   which   was   guarded   by 
tliu'k  wire  bars.     The  prisoner  was  last  seen  by  an  official 
at   half   past   ten   o'clock  on   Tuesday  night,   when,  having 
completed  the  inspection  of  the  cells,  the  man  on  duty  locked 
up  tile  corridor  for  the  night.     On  openino-  up  the  cell  next 
morning  at  six  o'clock,  it  was  found  that  the  prisoner  had 
escaped.     The  bars  had  been  cut  through,  leaving  an  apert- 
ure of  eight  inches  by  fourteen,  a  short  rope  was  attached 
to  another  bar,  and  another  rope  was  fastened  around  the 
embrasure  of  the  main  wall  to  the  north  side  of  the  trap. 
\  iewed  from  anv  point  the  escape  appears  most  extraordin- 
ary.    It  he  got  through  the  window  he  must  have  had  more 
tlian  one  accomplice  outside,   for  he  could  not  of  himself 
net  on  to  the  parapet  over  the  front  of  the  jail,  over  which 
lie  must  liave  passed,  if  he  availed  himself  of  the  second 
'"|x-.     .\  medical  gentleman,   who  inspected  the  iron   bars, 
i»  ot  the  oninion  that  they  were  cut  by  the  clever  employ- 
"irnt  of  acids,  while  they  have  also  the  appearance  of  hav- 
'•  i{  '.M-cn  severed  by  a  saw  and  oil.     It  was  evidently  not 
t!.r  u..rk  of  one  night,  for  the  prisoner  had  used  a  piece 

•  '  .!jrk  i-nli.red  plaster  to  hide  any  indentation  made  from 
I  :»n-  !«•  iinic  in  the  bars.  The  work  of  Wednesday  night, 
ii-'wr-, cr.  nuist  have  been  arducuis  in  the  extreme.  The 
j'f-v.f.cr  m.iti.iged  to  keep  a  bar  of  iron  in  his  cell,  which 
lu  iiii  ar. .und  witli  a  file  and  broke  of?  in  the  center.  One 
riwl  '.f  It  appears  to  be  forged  chisel  shaoe,  and  with  this 
hr   kn.«ke<l   awav  the   sittings   of   the   bars,   and    made  an 

•  ■I'ctiing  fi,r  him-elf.  The  rooes  must  have  been  given  to 
h;m  froMi  the  outside:  and  if  such  was  the  case,  a  ladder 
must  have  been  Used  by  his  accomplice  to  scale  the  main 
wall.     The  wildest  conjectures  have  been  formed  as  to  the 


mode  of  his  escape,  and  to  a  certainty,  if  he  went  through 
the  window,  the  act  was  one  of  a  character  most  daring. 
The  matter  was  at  once  reported  to  the  constabularv.  and 
notwithstanding  the  most  active   and  prompt  exertion  not 
the  remotest  trace  of  the  fugitive  has  been  discovered.     Os- 
borne wore  the  prison  dress    and  the  uolice  innuired  of  the 
people   in  the  country,  as  they  passed,  if  they  had   seen  a  , 
lunatic  in  a  gray  dress  going  that  way,  but  no  one  had  seen  i 
or  heard  of  such,  and  the  search  proved   unavailing.     We 
should   mention   that  a   small  coil   of   ro"e   was   found   un-  ; 
used  in  the  cell  occupied  by  the  prisoner,  as  also  the  bar  ' 
alluued  to.  a  felt  hat.  in  which  were  placed  the  stones  re- 
moved from  the  window  frame.     His  boots  were  found  in 
the   yard   under   the   window   of  the   cell     They  had   been 
fastened  one  to  the  other,  and  had  evidently  slipped  off  the 
arm  or  from  the  hold  of  the  prisoner.     The  affair  will,  of 
course,    undergo    strict    investigation,    and    the    public    will 
look  forward  eagerly  to  its  further  elucidation.     The  affair, 
in   connection   with   the   renorts    from   Manchester,   created 
unusual  excitement  in  our  town  and  vicinity. 

After  three  years  in  the  cause  of  the  Fenians 
in  Ireland,  Capt,  O'Brien  returned  to  America  and 
became  superintendent  of  the  Norwich  water 
works.  In  1870  he  became  interested  in  the  build- 
ing business,  and  in  this  he  continued  in  Xew 
Haven.  He  has  been  successful  in  his  work,  put- 
ting into  his  business  the  enthusiasm  and  energy 
tha't  made  him  a  forceful  character  in  military  af- 
fairs. 

In  February,  1869,  Capt.  O'Brien  married  Cath- 
erine  Divine,   who  was   born   in   Norwich,   Conn., 
a   daughter  of  Timothy   Divine,  a  native   of  Kil- 
larnev,    Ireland.       She   passed   away   in    1890.   the 
mother  of  five  children  :     :\Iary,  Edward,  Laurence 
Burke,  James  T.  and  Elizabeth.     Of  these  Edward 
alone  is  married ;  and  all  the  boys  are  interested  in 
their  father's  business.     In  his  political  affiliations 
Capt.   O'Brien   is   independent,  and,   while   he   has 
never  in  any  way  sought  office,  he  was  police  com- 
missioner for  one  term,  and  he  has  represented  the 
Fifth   ward  in  the  common  council.     He  belongs 
to  the  Knights  of  St.  Patrick's  Club,  a  social  or- 
ganization of  the  best   element  of   the   Irish   citi- 
zens; and  fraternallv  he  is  a  member  of  Admiral 
Foote  Post,  G.  A.  R.     On  Oct.  26,  1893.  he  was 
elected  Departtiient  Commander  of  the  U.  V.  U., 
an  honor  of  which  any  soldier  may  well  be  proud, 
and  one  which  is  conferred  on  no  one  whose  war 
record  cannot  bear  the  closest  scrutiny.     That  he 
conscientiously  perfonned  the  duties  of  this  office 
need  not  be  stated,  as  Capt.  O'Brien  is  a  man  who 
shirks   no   duty,   but  by   his   faithful   performance 
lends  honor  to  every  task. 

THEODORE  H.  ^lACDONALD.  who  was 
born  in  New  Haven,  March  11,  1862,  takes  a  lead- 
ing part  in  the  political,  social  and  business  interests 
of  his  native  city,  where  he  is  respected  alike  for 
his  genuine  manliness,  business  ability  and  genial 
disposition. 

William  D.  Macdonald,  the  father  of  Theodore 
H.,  was  born  in  Scotland,  and.  coming  to  this  oiutn- 
try  a  young  man,  attended  Yale  College,  from  which 
he'  was  graduated  with  nnich  credit.  His  death  oc- 
curred  when  he  was  thirty-eight,  and  he  left  his 
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son  Theodore  only  seven  years  old.  He  was  a 
Mason,  and  was  hig-hly  respected  in  his  day.  Har- 
riet Newell  Xims,  his  wife,  was  born  in  Deerfield, 
the  home  of  her  parents  being-  near  the  old  stockade, 
and  associated  with  Revolutionary  events  of  an  in- 
teresting character. 

Theodore  H.  Macdonald  went  to  work  at  an 
■early  age.  The  untimely  death  of  his  father  threw 
the  care  of  his  mother  on  his  shoulders,  and  at  the 
age  of  ten  he  was  a  telegraph  messenger  boy.  He 
then  became  a  carrier  for  the  newspaper  house  of 
Thomas  H.  Pease,  and  at  an  early  age  entered  the 
gentlemen's  furnishing  store  of  \Varner  &  Dudley. 
For  eight  years  he  was  with  Bradstreet's  Agency, 
and  for  eight  and  a  half  years  he  was  in  the  news- 
paper business,  being  with  the  New  Haven  Union 
for  the  greater  part  of  that  time.  After  a  year's 
service  as  clerk  for  the  board  of  selectmen  lie  en- 
tered the  Internal  Revenue  Service  of  the  United 
States,  and  was  thus  employed  two  years,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  took  an  interest  in  the  Evening 
Leader,  which  he  assisted  in  starting,  and  with 
which  he  spent  four  years.  His  next  position  was 
in  the  ofince  of  the  town  agent,  and  for  a  year  he 
was  clerk  of  the  board  of  selectmen.  For  six  years 
he  was  chief  clerk  of  the  board  of  assessors,  and  at 
the  present  time  he  is  :i  member  of  the  board  of 
assessors,  his  term  extending  to  1906.  He  is  a 
strong  Republican,  and  is  chairman  of  the  Xew 
Haven  Republican  town  committee,  secretary  of  the 
Connecticut  Republican  League ;  for  five  years  was 
secretary  of  the  Young  Men's  Republican  Club,  of 
which  he  is  a  life  member,  and  which  he  is  now 
serving  on  the  executive  committee;  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Union  League.  Fraternally  Mr. 
Macdonald  is  associated  with  the  Masons ;  the  Odd 
Fellows ;  the  Knights  of  Pythias ;  Xew  Haven  Tent. 
No.  9,  K.  O.  T.  M.,  of  which  he  is  treasurer; 
Israel  Putnam  Lodge,  A.  O.  L'.  W. ;  the  Legion  of 
Honor,  of  Xew  Haven ;  and  the  L'nited  Service 
Club.  Mr.  Macdonald  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Second  Company,  Governor's  Foot  Guards,  for  the 
past  seven  years,  and  holds  the  position  of  sergeant; 
for  ten  years  previous  he  was  a  member  of  the  Xew 
Haven  Grays,  serving  as  private,  corporal,  sergeant, 
first  sergeant  and  second  lieutenant. 

Mr.  Macdonald  was  married  in  1895  to  ^liss 
Flora  L.  Hitchcock,  of  Xew  Haven,  and  to  them 
has  come  one  child,  who  bears  the  name  of  Harry 
Nims. 

GEORGE  HEXRY  HAAS  (deceased)  was 
one  of  the  most  respected  German  settlers  in  Meri- 
den,  where  for  many  years  he  was  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  a  very  successful  dairy  farmer.  He  was 
born  in  Wilhelm,  Wurtcmberg,  Germany.  Xov.  5, 
j  1829.  a  son  of  Henry  Haas,  who  was  al.so  born  in 
:  Wilhelm,  and  followed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing during  his  life  time.  For  many  generations  the 
family  was  connected  with  the  Lutheran  Church. 
George  Henry  Haas  received  a  good  education 


in  his  native  land,  grew  up  on  his  father's   farm, 

and  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until   1854, 

in   which  year  he  emigrated   to  this  country.      He 

had  first  engaged  passage  on  a  vessel  which  was 

i  lost  at  sea  with  all  hands,  but  by  some  fortunate 

I  mistake   missed   it,   and    was   obliged    to   take   the 

I  next  vessel,  arriving  safely  in  Xew  York  after  a 

:  voyage   of   thirty    days.       Having    a    brother    at 

■  Yalesville,  he  immediately  sought  that  place,  where 
he   found   work   for  a  time   in  the  auger  factory, 

{  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  in  the  employ  of 
i  G.  L  Mix  &  Co.,  where  he  worked  in  the  polish- 
ing department.     For  a  second  time  he  became  at- 
tached  to   the   auger   factory,   and   there  remained 
until   1863.   when  he  bought  a   farm  in  the  town 
j  of  Meriden,  consisting  of  a  tract  of  thirty  acres. 
;  On  this  place  he  made  manv  sulistantial  and  per- 
manent  improvements,    and    there    for   over   thirtv 
years  was  engaged  in  farming  and  dairying,  with 
the   most   satisfactory   results.      His   herd   of   cows 
;  increased  until  it  l^ecame  one  of  the  most  extensive 
in  the  town.     He  died  on  his  farm  Oct.  18,  1900, 
;  and  was  buried  at  Walnut  Grove  cemetery,  Meri- 
den. 

Mr.    Haas    was   one   of   the   organizers   of   the 

Lutheran  Church  in  iNIeriden,  and  was  always  an 

active  worker  in  its  behalf.     In  politics  he  was  a 

Democrat,   with  independent   proclivities.     He  be- 

i  longed  to  Teutonia   Lodge,   Xo.  95,   I.  O.   O.   F., 

I  and  the  German  ^Mutual  Aid  Society.    Well  known 

1  as  an  honest,  industrious  man,  he  was  highly  es- 

:  teemed  in  the  community  in  which  he  lived. 

Mr.  Haas  was  married  in  Yalesville,  May   14, 

1854,   to   ]\Iargaret   Bader,   a   German    compatriot, 

;  who  came  to  this  country  on  the  same  ship  which 

brought  him  over.     Mrs.  Haas  was  born  May  7, 

1829,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Katherine  (Brown) 

■  Bader,  and  died  Jan.  17,  1896,  and  was  buried  in 
Walnut  Grove  cemetery.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Lutheran  Church.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haas 
were  born  three  children,  namely :  Henry  W. ; 
Albert  Frederick,  who  died  Aug.  16,  1879,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two  years,  from  the  effects  of  a  fall 
from  a  load  of  hay;  and  Katie  B.,  who  is  at  home. 

Hexry  W.  H.\.\s  was  born  ?\Iarch  14,  1855,  in 
;  Tracy,  where  he  attended  the  district  school. 
I  When  he  became  a  young  man  he  engaged  in  farm- 
\  ing  and  dairying,  with  his  father,  and  has  now 
charge  of  the  homestead.  He  is  a  skilled  and  pro- 
j  gressive  farmer,  and  is  rapidly  winning  a  place 
among  the  most  successful  dairymen  of  this  part 
I  of  the  State. 

Henry  W.  Haas  married  Marv  C.  Duis,  who 
was  born  in  1880,  in  Xew  Orleans,  daughter  of 
Herman  C.  Duis,  a  police  officer  of  Meriden.  They 
have  a  family  of  three  children  :  Mabel  H.,  Ida 
Katie  and  George  H.  Mr.  Haas  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  enrolled  in  Center 
Lodge,  X'o.  87.  He  is  also  affiliated  with  Teutonia 
Lodge,  Xo.  95.  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  belongs  to  the 
German  Mutual  Aid  Society.     In  political  matters 
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he  takes  an  independent  stand,  though  preferring 
to  act  with  the  Democratic  party.  In  the  com- 
niuiiity  he  stands  well,  and  is  highly  regarded  by 
all  who  know  him. 

ALBERT  CHAXDLER  COE,  one  of  the  most 
|K)pular  and  successful  of  West  Haven's  younger 
i)usiness  men,  whose  home  has  been  in  that  town 
.■iincc   1878,   was   born  June  21.    1864,   in   Bethany, 
now  Beacon  Falls,  Conn.    His  course  in  the  common 
schools  was  supplemented  by  two  years'  attendance  i 
at  the  high  school  in  West  Haven,  and  at  the  age  j 
of  sixteen   he  was  given   a  clerkship  in  a  banking  | 
house,  remaining  there  four  years  :  after  that  period    I 
he  entered  the  employ  of  L.  Candee  &  Co.,  of  New 
Haven,  manufacturers  of  rubber  boots  and  shoes,  1 
with  which  concern  he  is  still  identified.     His  busi-  1 
ness  career  affords  a  noteworthy  illustration  of  the  1 
success  which  attends  capability  and  fidelity.     Be- 
ginning in  a  clerical  capacity,  he  has  steadily  mount- 
ed  the   ladder  of  official   promotion.      For  several 
years  he  acted  as  purchasing  agent,  for  five  years 
filled  the  dual   position  of  secretary  and  assistant 
treasurer,  and  is  at  the  present  time  treasurer  of  the 
company.     He  is  also  director  in  and  secretary  of 
the  Shoe  Hardware  Co.,  of  Waterbury,  Connecticut. 

On  Oct.  19,  1887,  Air.  Coe  married  Miss  Mary 
I'rederika  Ward,  and  six  children  have  been  born  to 
tliem,  as  follows:  Frederick  Julius.  Alarie  Eliza- 
i)clh,  Katherine,  Albert  Douglas,  Esther  Louise  and 
Ciiarlcs  Anso^i.  Mrs.  Coe's  family  is  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  esteemed  in  West  Flaven.  She  is  the 
granddaughter  of  Jacob  Ward,  and  the  daughter  of 
Capt.  Frederick  S.  Ward,  a  sea  captain  sailing  to 
the  .West  Indies,  who  died  in  New  Haven,  at  the 
age  of  fifty  years,  and  was  buried  in  West  Haven, 
the  town  of  his  birth.  Airs.  Coe's  mother  was  Mary 
E.  Stevens,  whose  family  settled  in  West  Haven 
about  1700.  Airs.  Coe  is  one  of  a  family  of  seven 
children,  five  of  whom  are  yet  living,  viz. :  Fred- 
erick S.,  Jr.,  of  New  Haven ;  Elliott,  of  Chicago ; 
Harry  K.,  of  West  Haven ;  Josephine,  the  widow  of 
Charles  P.  Whitney,  of  that  town :  and  Airs.  Coe. 

In  private  life  Albert  C.  Coe  is  a  genial  and  com- 
panionable man,  fond  of  company,  and  faithful  to 
every  obligation.  He  built  his  present  residence — 
one  of  the  finest  in  the  village — in  1893,  and  there 
he  and  his  wife  dispense  a  generous  and  refined 
hospitality.  Both  are  communicants  in  Christ  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  Air.  Coe  is  senior  warden  in  the 
same,  to  which  office  he  was  elected  in  1897.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a  high  Alason,  and  Past  Alaster  of 
Annawon  Lodge.  Xo.  115,  West  Haven,  Conn.,  be- 
sides being  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  the  Union  League  Club,  of  New  Haven,  and  of 
the  Connecticut  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution. 

T  lie  Coe  family  is  descended  from  Robert  Coe, 
a   nrktive   of   Suffolkshire.    England,   born    there    in 

J 59^'.  married  Anna  (or  Hannah)  ,  born 

m  1 59 1)  and  with  his  family — wife  and  three  sons, 


John,  Robert  and  Benjamin,  born  about  1626,  1627 
and  1629— came  in  the  ship  "Frances,"  in  1634.  Air 
Coe  was  of  Boston  and  Watertown,  Alass.,  and  o£| 
Wethersficld  and  Stamford,  Conn.,  and  of  Hemp-| 
stead,  L.  I.,  removing  with  his  family  to  the  latter] 
place  in  1644.     He  died  in  1659.  I 

(II)    Robert  Coe    (2),  son  of  Robert,  born  inj 

England  about  1627,  married  Susanna  ,  and- 

settled  in  Stratford,  Conn.,  in  1654,  where  he  died; 
in  1659.  i 

{ill)  John  Coe,  only  son  of  Robert  (2),  born^ 
Alay  10,  1658,  in  Stratford,  married  Dec.  20,  1682,. 
Alary,  daughter  of  Joseph  Hawley,  of  Stratford. 
Air.  Coe  died  April  19,  174 1.  i  ' 

(IV)  Ebenezer  Coe,  son  of  John,  born  Aug.  18. 
1704,  married  June  I,  1727,  Alary  Blackman,  and 
died  in  Stratford  in  1766. 

(V)  John  Coe  (2),  son  of  Ebenezer,  born  Sept. 
18,  1729,  located  when  a  young  man  in  Derby, 
Conn.  He  married,  Sept.  8,  1755,  Hannah,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Chatfield.  Air.  Coe  resided  in  the  old 
village  of  Derby,  and  died  in  1783. 

(V'l)  John  Coe  (3),  son  of  John  (2),  born 
Alarch  27,  1764,  married  Aug.  17,  1785.  Ruth,  borni 
Alarch  31,  1765,  daughter  of  Isaac  Johnson.  ' 

(VII)  John  Allen  Coe,  son  of  John  (3),  born- 
Sept.  8,  1792,  married,  Alay  10,  1812,  Grace,  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  and  Esther  Smith.  Air.  Coe  died 
Sept.  23,  1849,  ^""^  li^s  wife  passed  away  Jan. 
21,  1869. 

(VIII)  John  Coe  (4),  son  of  John  Allen,  born 
in  Bethany  Aug.  18,  1815,  and  spent  his  early  school 
days  there,  later  running  the. tannery.     He  sold  the 
tannery  and  removed  to  Derby,  and  after  a  time 
returned  to  Bethany  (now  Beacon  Falls),  where  he 
built  a  new  tannery.     About  ten  years  prior  to  hisi 
death  he  came  to  New  Haven  and  engaged  in  thej 
leather  business  under  the  firm  name  of  Ensign  &| 
Coe.    He  sold  out  to  Air.  Ensign,  and  then  removed 
to  Derby,  and  was  appointed  treasurer  of  the  Housa- 
tonic  Water  Company.     At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  overseeing  the  building  of  a  reservoir.     On 
Sept.  3,  1837,  li^  married  Alary  Hoadley,  of  Nauga- 

I  tuck.  Conn.,  and  their  children  were:     (i)   Julius 
:  Curtis,  born  Aug.  6,  1838.     ( 2 )   Frances  Augusta, 
i  born  July  28,   1840,  married,  Sept.  26.   i860.  Rev. 
I  Bennett  Tyler  Abbott.     (3)  John  Allen,  born  Nov. 
18,    1844.      (4)    Charles    Hoadley,    born    Nov.    19, 
:   1849,  tlied  in  June,  1900.     (5)  George  Albert,  born 
,  Aug.  5,   1854,  died  Oct.   13,   1855.      (6)   Benjamin 
Lee,  born  Jan.  27,  i860.     Air.  John  Coe  was  a  good 
:  representative  of  the  Coe  family.     In  his  later  years 
i  he  made   Birmingham   his   residence,   and   was   es- 
teemed among  the  useful  and  most  exemplary  citi- 
1  zens.    He  was  a  consistent  Alethodist.  walking  after 
the  example  of  his  first  ancestor  and  nanicsake  in 
Derby;  one  of  his  peculiar  traits  being  to  watch  and 
care  for,  in  a  quiet  way,  the  poor  of  the  comnnmity. 
He  died  greatly  respected,  Dec.  15,  1876. 

(IX)  Julius  Curtis  Coe,  son  of  John  (4),  bom 
in   Bethany  Aug.  6,    1838,  married,   Oct.  8,    i860. 
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Elizabeth  Dougal  Wakelee,  and  their  children  are: 
Albert  Chandler,  born  June  21,  1864;  and  Rollin 
Wakelee,  born  Jan.  19,  18C7,  connected  with  Coe  & 
Brown,  of  Xew  Haven.  Julius  Curtis  Coe  was 
educated  in  Birmingham  and  Bethany.  Six  genera- 
tions of  the  family  have  engaged  in  the  leather  busi- 
ness, and  he  was  no  exception.  He  learned  the 
business  with  his  father  in  Bethany,  and  later  he  and 
his  brother,  John  Allen  Coe,  carried  on  the  business. 
Julius  C.  Coe  became  the  first  town  clerk,  and  treas- 
urer of  Beacon  Falls,  July,  1871,  and  so  continued 
until  his  removal  to  West  Haven  in  1878;  he  repre- 
sented the  town  in  the  Legislature  in  1877.  In  1878 
he  engaged  in  business  with  Harris  Eames,  and  later 
the  style  became  H.  Eames  &  Co. ;  in  1884  the  finn 
name  became  Coe  &  Brown.  !\Ir.  Coe's  church  con- 
nections, since  his  removal  to  West  Haven,  have 
'been  with  the  INI.  E.  Church  of  that  place.  Socially 
he  is  a  member  of  Harmony  Lodge,  L  O.  O.  F.,  and 
Savin  Rock  Lodge,  Royal  Arcanum.  He  has  been  a 
Republican  all  his  life. 

FRANK  F.  CHANDLER,  who  is  to  be  men- 
tioned in  any  summary  of  the  successful  and  pro- 
gressive citizens  of  New  Haven,  was  born  in  that 
city,  Nov.  2,  1858,  a  son  of  Frank  Chandler,  who 
was  born  in  Germany. 

Frank  F.  Chandler  attended  the  New  Haven 
public  schools,  and  for  about  a  year  was  employed 
as  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  Lum  &  Rodick.  This  was 
followed  by  about  a  year  in  a  tailoring  store,  and 
then  he  learned  the  tool  making  trade  under  the  in- 
struction of  his  uncle,  Frank  P.  Pfleghar,  with  whom 
he  remained  eight  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that 
time  he  went  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  with  Henry  C. 
Hartz,  builder  of  machinery  and  light  tools.  For 
one  year  he  continued  in  the  employ  of  that  gentle- 
man, w^hen  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  White 
Sewing  Machine  Co.,  remaining  a  year.  In  1883 
he  returned  to  New  Haven,  and  took  a  position  in 
the  model  room  of  the  Winchester  Repeating  Arms 
Co.  Here  he  remained  until  1S90,  when  he  became 
contractor  with  the  company,  a  position  he  has  held 
to  the  present  time.  On  Oct.  3,  1883,  ^Ir.  Chandler 
was  married  to  Lena  ]M.  Arnold,  who  was  born  in 
New  Haven,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Arnold,  a  na- 
tive of  Germany.  A  family  of  five  children  was 
born  of  this  union :  Alma,  Ferdinand,  Arthur  and 
Edward,  who  are  now  living.  One  son,  Frank,  the 
first  born,  died  at  the  age  of  four  and  a  half  years. 
Mr.  Chandler  is  independent  in  politics,  in  religion 
belongs  to  St.  Boniface  Church,  where  his  family 
also  attend  service. 

Frank  Chandler,  the  father,  as  noted  above,  was 
bom  at  Landstal.  Bavaria,  Nov.  25,  1828,  a  son  of 
Michael  Chandler,  who  was  in  the  German  Postal 
service,  and  never  came  to  this  country-.  Frank 
Chandler  grew  up  in  the  Old  Country,  where  he 
learned  the  shoemaker's  trade.  In  March,  1854, 
he  came  to  this  country,  and  making  his  appearance 
in  New  Haven  the  following  July,  this  has  been  his 


home  to  the  present  time.  Here  he  has  followed 
the  trade  of  shoemaker  all  his  life,  and  when  he 
was  fifty  years  of  age  gave  up  active  business.  Air. 
Chandler  was  married  Aug.  6.  1854,  to  Elizabeth 
Clemens,  a  Clerman  compatriot,  who  died  Oct.  14, 
1859.  To  this  union  were  born  three  children : 
Elisa,  who  died  in  1859;  Mary,  who  married  Chris- 
tian Richard,  of  New  Haven  ;  and  Frank  F.  For 
his  second  wife  Mr.  Chandler  married  Mary  E. 
Rutz,  who  was  born  in  the  same  place  in  Germany, 
and  they  have  had  five  children :  Theckla,  wife  of 
R.  L.  Kraus,  of  Marshfield,  Wis. ;  John  J.,  who  is 
married  and  lives  in  New  Haven ;  George  W.,  who 
is  deceased ;  Catherine,  deceased ;  Louise  L.,  wife  of 
Paul  L.  Baer,  of  New  Haven. 

r\Ir.  Chandler  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  served  on 
the  board  of  relief  fourteen  years.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  St.  Boniface  Church. 

FREDERICK  DOUGLAS  SLOANE,  a  well- 
known  citizen  of  Aleriden,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
busmess  as  a  cigar  and  tobacco  dealer,  w^as  born  in 
Rahway,  N.  J.,  August  18,  185 1,  son  of  the  late 
Andrew  Sloane,  and  a  brother  of  James  R.  Sloane, 
of  3kleriden. 

Frederick  D.  Sloane  was  educated  in  the  city 
schools  of  Thompsonville,  Conn.,  to  which  point  he 
was  taken  by  his  parents  when  an  infant,  and  at 
the  age  of  eleven  years  worked  on  a  farm  of  Eli 
Pease,  of  Enfield,  Conn.,  receiving  for  his  labor  his 
board,  clothes  and  the  privilege  of  attending  school 
during  the  w.inter  months.  After  four  years  with 
Mr.  Pease  he  removed  to  Broad  Brook,  where  he 
worked  as  a  farm  hand  for  one  year,  and  was  then 
associated  as  a  weaver  with  the  Hartford  Carpet 
Co.,  at  Thompsonville,  in  the  ingrain  department. 
He  was  with  this  company  for  about  a  year,  and 
then  went  to  Springfield,  to  learn  the  tinner's  trade 
with  Simpson  Clark,  but  on  account  of  illness  he 
soon  had  to  give  up  and  return  home.  Later  he 
secured  a  position  as  a  clerk  with  S.  Parsons,  of 
Thompsonville,  and  spent  a  short  time  with  him, 
after  which  he  became  clerk  in^the  general  house- 
furnishing  store  of  Niles  Pease,  of  Thompsonville, 
where  he  was  head  clerk  for  ten  years.  This  posi- 
tion he  resigned  to  become  a  partner  with  his  broth- 
ers in  the  grocery  business,  continuing  with  them 
until  the  business  was  suspended,  in  June,  1882. 
After  this  experience  Mr.  Sloane  came  to  ]\Ieriden, 
to  take  a  position  as  clerk  with  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  &  Hartford  Railway  Co.,  which  he  filled  for 
two  years,  and  was  then  appointed  cashier  of  the 
freight  department.  For  fifteen  years  he  held  that 
position,  resigning  in  1900  to  accept  a  position  with 
the  freight  department  of  the  H.  Wales  Lines  Co.. 
which  he  very  creditably  filled  two  years.  In  Janu- 
ary, 1902,  he  purchased  his  present  business,  on 
West  Main  street,  and  resigned  his  position  to  give 
personal  attention  to  the  new  venture.  His -wide 
acquaintance  and  well-known  business  ability  prom- 
ise to  secure  and  hold  a  remunerative  trade. 
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Mr.  Sloane  was  married  in  December,  1871,  to  ' 
Abbio  M.  Lacey,  a  daughter  of  Henry  J.  and  Cath-  ' 
crine  (Johnson)  Lacey,  both  of  whom  were  natives  i 
of  Leicestershire,  England.     Airs.   Sloane's   father, 
who  was  a  stockinet  weaver,  died  in  Thompsonville  ; 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  in 
pohtics  was  a  RcpubHcan.      ]\Ir.  and   Mrs.   Sloane 
liave   liad   one  child,   Lena,   who  married   Richard 
ilcckel,  a  conductor  on  the  Electric  Railway,  and 
iiad  one  child,  Mildred  Abbie,  now  an  exceedingly 
Ijright  and  winsome  girl;  Mr.  Heckel  died  in  July, 
1900,  and  his  remains  rest  in  Walnut  Grove  ceme- 
tery. 

Air.  Sloane  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Honor,  of  Meriden,  and  in  politics  is  a  Republican, 
but  no  office  seeker.  In  his  daily  walk  and  conversa- 
tion he  lives  close  to  the  Golden  Rule,  and  is  a  good 
man,  well  liked  and  very  popular  in  the  community. 

MRS.  ARTHUR  M.  BROOKS,  a  pleasing  con- 
tralto vocalist  of  Meriden,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Jennie  Emma  Hill,  is  a  member  of  a  family  whose 
ancestral  history  extends  back  to  1674,  the  first  of 
the  name  in  this  country  having  come  to  the  Colonies 
alx)Ut  that  date. 

This  founder  of  the  Hill  family  was  named  John, 
and  was  born  in  Xorth  Hampshire,  England,  and 
uj). m  liis  arrival  in  the  New  World  took  up  his 
residence  in  (iuilford.  Conn.  Here  he  spent  a  long 
and  useful  life,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
<iying  in  1689.  His  second  wife  was  Catherine 
Chalker,  a  daughter  of  Alexander  Chalker,  born 
Sept.  8,  1652,  and  married  Sept.  2t„  1673.  Four 
children  were  born  to  this  union :  John.  James, 
Sarah  and  Elizabeth,  the  last  named  marrying  James 
Tipping. 

(II)  John  Hill  (2).  the  son  of  John  (  i).  mar- 
ried Thankful  Stowe,  who  was  born  in  May,  1648, 
and  died  Nov.  18,  171 1.  He  died  Alay  8,  1690,  and 
both  are  interred  at  Guilford.  They  left  seven  chil- 
dren. 

(III)  John  Hill  (3),  son  of  John  (2),  was  born 
July  12,  1672,  and,  like  his  father,  spent  his  days 
in  Guilford,  where  he  died  Feb.  10.  1740,  having 
married  Hannah  Highland,  who  was  born  Jan.  29, 
1670,  and  died  May  19,  1752.  Eight  children  were 
born  of  this  marriage. 

(IV)  Thomas  Hill,  the  second  son  of  John  (3), 
was  born  Sept.  27,  1708,  and  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  fishing  in  Guilford,  where  he  was  a  well- 
known  and  prominent  citizen.  His  death  occurred 
I'eb.  23,  1792,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in  the 
old  cemetery  in  Guilford.  He  married.  May  23, 
'734.  Hannah  Brinsen,  of  Bridgehampton,  who  died 
Alay  6,  1791.  To  this  union  four  children  were 
born. 

(V  )  Thomas  Hill,  the  only  son  and  the  youngest 
of  the  family,  was  born  March  20.  1743.  and  fol- 
lowed the  same  occupations  as  his  father,  becoming 
a  soldier  in  the  Continental  army,  and  faithfully 
performing  his  duties  as  a  citizen  until  his  deatli, 


April  4,  1820.  On  Oct.  13,  1767,  he  married  Eliza 
beth  Fairchild,  who  died  Feb.  20,  1812,  and  was 
buried  in  Guilford.  The  children  of  this  marriage 
were:  Thomas,  born  Xov.  16,  1770,  died  Dec.  loj 
1827;  William,  born  April  29,  1773,  died  Sept.  13^ 
1832:  Anson,  born  April  13,  1775,  married  Pollyj 
Arnold;  Alarv,  born  Feb.  4,  1781,  married  Alexan-j 
der  AlcOuilla'.  ■  I 

(VI)  Thomas  Hill,  son  of  Thomas  (2),  was 
born  in  Guilford  Xov.  16,  1770,  and  was  a  farmer 
and  fisherman,  spending  his  life  in  his  native  town. 
He  died  Dec.  10,  1827.  On  Xov.  10,  1794,  he  mar- 
ried Roxanna  Benton,  who  was  born  Sept.  10,  1776. 
and  the  children  lx)rn  to  this  marriage  were:  Will- 
iam, born  in  April,  1796,  married  Laura  Blakeslee, 
and  died  in  January,  1878 ;  George,  born  in  May, 
1798,  married  Rebecca  Xorton,  and  died  in  Xovem-i 
her,  1877;  Thomas,  born  Xov.  16,  1800;  Clarinda, 
born  May  I,  1803,  married  William  Drugin  ;  Ralph 
born  Aug.  25,  1805,  '^^^'^^  -^i-'g-  6,  i88r,  married 
Deney  Ives  ;  Reuben,  born  Feb.  23,  1808.  died  ir 
April,  1887;  Almira,  born  in  October,  1810,  mar- 
ried Alfred  Allen ;  and  Edward,  born  in  August 
18 13,  married  Laura  Ann  Hull. 

(\TI)  Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  (3),  was  the 
great-grandfather  of  Airs.  Brooks,  and  was  born  in 
(juilford  Xov.  16,  1800.  He  spent  his  life  therej 
and  died  in  1879,  ''■'s  remains  resting  in  the  old 
Guilford  cemetery.  He  married  Alary  Alorse,  who 
died  in  Guilford,  leaving  a  son,  \\'illiam.  '. 

(VIII)  William,  son  of  Thomas  (4),  in  his 
boyhood  attended  school  in  his  native  place,  but  at 
the  age  of  fifteen  went  to  Wallingford,  where  he 
learned  the  carpenter's  and  joiner's  trade  with  Capt. 
Butler  Ives,  and  followed  that  calling  several] 
years.  He  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  wood! 
combs,  brushes,  spools  and  tooth-brushes,  in  thej 
Xorth  Farms  district,  for  a  considerable  period.j 
Air.  Hill  bought  a  farm  of  sixty  acres,  which  he 
operated,  with  his  sons,  and  they  also  carried  on  a 
business  of  wood-turning,  under  the  firm  name  of 
William  Hill  &  Sons,  remaining  in  X'orth  Farms 
until  the  grandfather's  death,  Jan.  26,  1878.  Tak- 
ing a  more  prominent  part  in  the  afTairs  of  his  town 
than  did  the  others  of  his  family.  Air.  Hill  repre- 
sented Wallingford  in  the  Legislature,  and  filled  the 
office  of  Alajor  on  the  General  Training  days.  A 
lifelong  Democrat  and  a  leading  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  he  was  widely  known  and  much 
respected.  William  Hill  was  married  to  Susan  Hull, 
of  Wallingford,  and  four  children  were  born  to 
them :  Byron,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Wall- 
ingford :  William,  deceased:  Franklin,  who  is  con- 
ducting a  sawmill  and  manufacturing  vinegar  in 
Wallingford  (he  married  Hannah  A.  Fenn.  a  native 
of  X'orth  Farms)  ;  and  Oliver,  an  ice-dealer 
in  \\'allingfonl.  wlio  married  Sarah  A.  Wheeler, 
a  daughter  of  Joel  Wheeler,  and  to  this 
marriage  one  child  was  born,  Carrie  D.  Airs. 
Hill  died  Tune  i,  1876,  and  was  buried  in  Walling- 
ford. "  '1 
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(IX)  Franklin  Hill,  the  son  of  William,  is  a 
prominent  business  man  of  W'allingford,  and  his 
estimable  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Abner  and  Mary 
E.  (Tuttle)  Fenn.  (See  Fenn  history  in  another 
portion  of  this  volume,  j 

Jennie  K.  (ilill;  Brooks  is  the  only  living  child 
of  her  parents,  and  is  a  lady  of  culture  and  high  at- 
tainments, who  has  devoted  herself  to  the  periection 
of  her  magnificent  vocal  powers.  During  her  child- 
hood Mrs.  Brooks  attended  school  in  Wallingfortl, 
and  at  an  early  age  began  the  training  of  her  voice, 
studying  under  Air.  Charles  Bonney,  of  New  Haven, 
and  later  with  Mrs.  Hattie  Clapper  ^klorris,  of  New 
York.  After  having  sung  for  some  time,  Mrs. 
Brooks  was,  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen  years,  en- 
gaged by  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Aleri- 
den,  and  after  a  few  years  by  the  Xew  Britain  South 
Congregational  Church,  but  is  now  a  member  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church  Quartet  of  2\Ieriden. 
Airs.  Brooks  is  a  vocalist  of  note,  and  one  of  the 
leading  musical  artists  of  Meriden  and  the  surround- 
ing district.  On  Alay  7,  1889,  she  was  married  to 
Mr.  Arthur  ]M.  Brooks,  of  Meriden,  a  well-known 
and  popular  gentleman,  who  is  one  of  the  trusted 
salesmen  of  the  Bradley  &  Hubbard  Alanufacturing 
Co.  To  this  marriage  four  children  have  been  born : 
Agnes  Louise,  Arthur  Hill,  Marsden  Todd  and 
Howard  Thomas.  Socially  she  is  a  member  of  the 
Susan  Carrington  Clark  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  and 
though  engaged  as  she  is  in  her  professional  duties, 
she  is  a  most  devoted  mother  and  wife,  and  her 
charming  family  bears  testimony  to  her  faithfulness 
in  caring  for  the  little  ones  entrusted  to  her  guid- 
ance, and  in  making  for  them  and  her  husband  an 
ideal  home. 

WILLIAM  D.  BENNETT.  There  are  few  citi- 
zens of  Meriden  occupying  positions  of  more  respon- 
sibility than  that  filled  by  William  D.  Bennett,  the 
efficient  engineer  for  the  Connecticut  School  for 
Boys,  and  who  is  also  the  overseer  of  the  water, 
gas  and  steam  apparatus  in  that  great  institution. 

Mr.  Bennett  was  born  at  Feltham,  Suffolk,  Eng- 
land, Aug.  9,   1848,  son  of  George  Bennett.     The 
death  of  his  mother,  when  he  was  but  an  infant, 
left  him  without  her  fostering  care,  but  the  father 
did  his  best  for  him.     He  went  to  school  and  re- 
mained on  the  farm  with  his  father  until  he  was 
thirteen  years  old,  at  which  time  he  secured  a  posi- 
tion  on   a  threshing  engine,   as   water   boy.     This  i 
suited  the  lad  very  well,  as  he  had  a  natural  inclina-  , 
tion  toward  mechanics,  and  by  1S67  there  was  little  ' 
knowledge  about  the  running  of  an  engine  that  he 
had  not  acquired.     He  had  a  half-brother  located 
at  Sherbrooke,  Quebec,  and  as  soon  as  he  could  ac-  '• 
complish  it  our  subject  sailed  for  Canada,  with  the 
intention  of  making  his  way  in  the  line  of  engineer-  ' 
ing.     At  Sherbrooke  he  secured  a  position  on  the  • 
Grand  Trunk   Railroad  as   a  switchman,   and   later 
was  promoted  to  the  position  of  fireman,  spending 
five  years  in  that  work,  continually  learning  more  j 


and  more  about  engines.     Then  he  came  to  Appo- 
naug,  R.  I.,  where  he  worked  as  helper  in  an  engine 

i  repair  shop,  operated  by  Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co.,  of 
Boston.      He    was    subsequently   appointed    to    take 

I  charge  of  the  engine  111  their  printing  department, 

i  remaining  with  that  responsible  firm  for  a  period 
of  nine  years.  The  two  succeeding  years  he  spent 
as  night  engineer  in  the  Rhode  island  Reform 
School.  It  was  in  1884  that  Mr.  Bennett  was  ten- 
dered his  present  position  and  urged  to  accept  it, 
and   here   he   has   continued    for   the  past  eighteen 

!  years,  devoted  to  the  faithful  performance  of  his 
duty,  trusted  by  his  employers,  and  fully  compre- 
hending the  great  responsibility  resting  upon  him. 

'  The  equipment  of  the  establishinent  is  large,  and  has 
been  much  improved  under  Mr.  Bennett's  adminis- 
tration. As  a  careful  and  accurate  engineer,  he  can- 
not be  surpassed,  and  he  has  many  friends  in  the  in- 
stitution and  also  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Bennett  was  married,  in  ]\Ieriden,  Conn.,  in 
1S91,  to  Margaret  A.  Canole,  who  was  born  in  ire- 

-  land.  She  passed  away  June  18,  1901,  and  was 
buried  in  the   Sacred  Heart  cemetery,  in  jNIeriden, 

j  she  having  been  a  consistent  memher  of  St.  Rose's 
Roman  Catholic  Church.     In  political  sentiment  Air. 

:  Bennett  is  independent.  His  religious  connection  is 
with  the  Episcopal  Church. 

I  _  JOHN  ELAAI  WARNER,  one  of  the  leading 
,  farmers  and  dairymen  of  Highwood.  New  Haven 
:  county,  comes  from  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
numerously  represented  families  in  Hamden.  The 
Warners  have  for  generations  borne  an  honored 
name,  and  our  subject  has  shown  himself  to  be  the 
type  of  citizen  capable  of  worthily  sustaining  it  on 
the  same  lofty  plane. 

Mr.  Warner  was  born  in  Hamden  July  16, 
1842,  on  the  farm  where  John  Keepe  now  lives. 
His  father,  Plorace  Warner,  and  his  grandfather, 
Elam  Warner,  were  both  natives  of  Hamden. 
Horace  Warner  was  a  prosperous  farmer,  a  high- 
ly respected  citizen,  and  well  known  in  his  town. 
About  1845  '^e  removed  to  the  farm  at  the  corner 
of  Dixwell  avenue  and  Warner  street,  where  he 
met  with  success  in  his  chosen  calling.  He  was 
a  systematic  agriculturist,  and  his  manageriient  in- 
variably secured  the  best  results.  JNIr.  Warner 
married  Elizabeth  Keepe,  and  to  them  were  born 
four  children:  John  E.,  our  subject;  Webster,  de- 
ceased; Alice,  Mrs.  Elihu  Davis,  of  Hamden;  and 
Lizzie,  who  died  young.  The  father  died  Aug. 
6,  1870,  and  the  mother  passed  away  Aug.  27, 
1870,  aged  fifty-four  and  forty-eight  years,  re- 
spectively.    They  are  buried  in  flamden. 

John  E.  Warner  was  but  a  child  when  his  par- 
ents removed  to  the  farm  where  he  has  ever  since 
lived.  During  his  nearly  fifty  years  of  residence 
there  he  has  seen  many  changes  in  the  property  and 
locality.  He  has  seen  Highwood  transferred  from 
a  farming  community  to  one  of  the  most  pleasant 
residence  sections  around  New  Haven,  and  distinctlv 
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remembers  when  there  were  fewer  houses  hctwen 
Hamden  M.  E.  church  and  Broadway  than  may 
now  be  found  in  two  blocks  in  Highwood.  He 
was  reared  a  farmer  boy  at  a  period  when  work  was 
plenty  and  came  first,  regular  attendance  at  school 
being  a  secondary  consideration.  His  advantages 
were  greatly  inferior  to  those  enjoyed  by  the  pres- 
ent generation.  He  attended  Alonzo  P.  Shear's 
private  school,  in  Dixwell  avenue,  which  with  short 
periods  of  study  at  district  schools  comprised  all 
his  educational  privileges.  Reared  under  a  father 
who  was  a  successful  farmer  and  opposed  to  hav- 
ing ideal  boys  around,  he  was  thus  "put  into  the  har- 
ness" when  quite  young,  and  early  acquired  those 
habits  of  industry  which  have  been  important  fac- 
tors in  his  success.  In  1870  Mr.  Warner  took 
charge  of  the  farm,  and  has  conducted  it  profitably 
ever  since.  His  home  tract  contained  about  thirty- 
five  acres,  and  he  owns  twenty-five  acres  else- 
where* In  connection  with  general  farming  he  is 
engaged  extensively  in  the  dairy  business,  selling 
his  milk  wholesale.  In  all  of  his  labors  he  has 
prospered  steadily,  until  now  he  is  one  of  the  well- 
to-do  citizens  of  his  town  and  one  of  its  most  sub- 
stantial agriculturists.  Our  subject  is  of  the  pro- 
gressive type,  and  his  management  of  the  farm 
and  other  interests  is  characterized  bv  the  modern 
methods  which  he  has  come  to  consider  most  ef- 
fective, either  by  observation  or  experiment.  Mr. 
Warner's  home,  on  the  corner  of  Dixwell  avenue 
and  Warner  street,  is  very  pleasant,  and  hospi- 
tality reigns  supreme.  The  family  are  prominent 
in  the  social  circles  of  the  neighborhood,  and  the 
children  are  among  the  best  known  young  people 
in  the  town. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Warner  is  a  stanch 
Republican,  but  not  a  politician,  preferring  to  at- 
tend strictly  to  his  business  cares,  and  whatever 
connection  he  has  had  with  politics  has  been  from 
purely  unselfish  motives,  from  his  sense  of  duty 
as  a  citizen.  He  never  withholds  his  support  from 
any  measure  which  he  believes  will  be  beneficial  to 
the  public.  Mr.  Warner  is  unassuming,  a  man  of 
strict  integrity,  domestic  in  his  disposition,  and 
takes  great  interest  in  his  home  and  family.  He 
was  fortunate  in  his  selection  of  a  wife,  as  ^^Irs. 
Warner  has  done  well  her  part  in  the  conduct  of 
their  home  and  the  rearing  of  their  family,  who 
would  reflect  credit  on  any  parentage. 

On  November  4.  1868.  Mr.  Warner  married 
Miss  Isabella  Pardee,  a  native  of  Orange,  born 
Feb.  18,  1844,  daughter  of  Silas  and  Catherine 
(Alerwin)  Pardee.  Mrs.  Warner  comes  of  excel- 
lent stock.  Through  the  Merwins  she  is  a  descend- 
ant of  one  of  the  very  oldest  families  of  Milford, 
Conn.,  prominent  in  that  town  since  its  earliest 
history.  Mrs.  Warner  has  taken  active  interest 
in  church  affairs,  being  a  member  of  the  M.  E. 
Church.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  had  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Arthur  G.,  bom  Feb.  15.  1870, 
died  when  three  years  old ;  Gertrude  K.,  born  Jan. 
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3,  1874,  died  in  childhood;  Grace  D.,  born  Aug.  20, 
1875,  is  living  at  home;  Ella  P.,  born  Nov.  8, 
^^77 y  graduated  from  the  New  Haven  Normal 
School,  took  a  course  at  Wesley  Academy,  and  is 
now  engaged  at  teaching  in  New  Haven;  Ida  M., 
born  July  7,  1879,  was  valedictorian  of  the  class 
of  1901  at  the  Boardman  Training  School,  New 
Haven. 

ARTHUR  W.  MARSH,  M.  D.,  is  well  and  fa- 
vorably known  in  the  medical  circles  of  Westville 
and  New  Haven,  where  he  has  been  engaged  in. 
practice  for  the  past  ten  years. 

The  Doctor  is  of  remote  English  ancestry, 
George  Marsh,  the  first  of  the  family  in  this  country, 
having  come  to  America  in  1635,  from  England.  He 
landed  at  Charlestown,  Mass.,  on  June  8th,  of  that 
year,  thence  went  to  Hingham,  3ilass..  and  in  1674 
to  Haverhill.  His  descendants  in  the  line  in  which 
we  are  interested  remained  in  Massachusetts  for 
several  generations,  the  Doctor's  great-grandfather 
moving  to  New  Hampshire.  James  Marsh,  his- 
grandfather,  was  born  at  Salisbury,  that  State,  and 
moved  to  Cabot,  Vt.,  where  he  passed  the  remain- 
der of  his  days,  living  to  be  over  ninety.  He  fol- 
lowed farming.  He  was  a  strong  Congregationalist 
and  served  as  deacon  of  the  church  for  many  years. 
Of  his  large  family  there  is  now  but  one  survivor^, 
James,  a  resident  of  Cabot. 

Barachias  W.  ]\Iarsh,  father  of  our  subject,  was- 
born  Sept.  15,  1813,  in  Cabot,  Vt.,  was  reared  to- 
farming,  and  followed  that  calling  throughout  life. 
He  also  engaged  successfully  in  the  insurance  busi- 
ness, doing  the  largest  business  for  the  Vermont 
Fire  Insurance  Co.  of  any  local  agent  in  Vermont, 
and  traded  considerably  in  other  lines.  He  reached 
the  age  of  seventy,  dying  March  28,  1884,  at  Cabot. 
Mr.  }^[arsh  married  Lomira  Cannon,  also  a  native 
of  that  town,  and  five  children  were  born  to  them: 
Julian  H.,  who  is  mentioned  fully  below ;  William 
R.  and  Mary  L.  (Mrs.  Phineas  P.  Garney),  both 
residing  in  Cabot;  Arthur  W.,  whose  name  intro- 
duces these  lines ;  and  Ellen  S.,  wife  of  William  W. 
Cole,  of  New  Hampshire.  ]\Irs.  ^^larsh's  death  oc- 
curred in  1878,  when  she  was  fifty-six  years  of  age. 
Both  parents  were  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church.    Mr.  ]\Iarsh  served  two  terms  as  selectman. 


Arthur  W.  [Marsh  was  born  Sept.  13,   185 
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Cabot,  where  he  spent  his  early  years.  He  attended 
the  common  schools  there  anil  the  academy  at  St. 
Johnsbury.  His  medical  education  was  acquired 
in  the  University  at  Burlington.  \"t.,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1882;  he  was  president  of  his 
class.  The  Doctor's  first  location  for  practice  was 
at  Oriskany  Falls,  N.  Y.,  where  he  followed  liis 
profession  for  nine  years,  until  his  removal,  in  1891, 
to  Westville,  where  he  has  since  remained.  He  is 
located  at  No.  1012  Whaley  avenue.  Dr.  Marsh 
has,  by  close  attention  to  the  many  demands  of  a 
growing  practice,  gained  a  wide  patronage  in  his 
section  of  New  Haven  county,  and  he  occupies  a 
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high  position  among  his  brother  practitioners  as 
well.  He  has  written  sonic  vakiable  papers  on  medi- 
cal topics.  He  is  a  member  of  the  New  Plaven  City, 
-\'evv  Haven  County  and  Connecticut  State  Medical 
Societies,  and  while  in  Xew.  York  served  as  presi- 
dent of  the  Oneida  County  Medical  Society.  He 
also  served  as  a  member  of  the  town  committee,  as 
town  physician  and  healtb  officer  while  in  Oriskany 
Falls.  The  Doctor  has  always  taken  an  active  in- 
terest in  public  altairs,  and  in  matters  political  as  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Young 
I^cpublicau  Club.  Fraternally  he  affiliates  with  Olive 
Branch  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M..  of  which  he  is  past 
master,  and  he  has  taken  all  the  Masonic  degrees  up 
to  and  including  the  Scottish  Rite ;  he  is  also  a 
member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  Woodmen  of  the 
World. 

In  1883  Dr.  Alarsh  married  Miss  Nellie  S. 
Drought,  who  was  born  in  Burlington,  Vt.,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  ^Margaret  (Cummings)  Drought. 
who  had  three  children.  Mr.  Drought  was  a  native 
of  Scotland,  but  passed  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
in  Burlington,  where  he  died.  A  teacher  by  pro- 
fession", he  was  in  his  day  one  of  the  prominent 
and  representative  citizens  of  Burlington.  Two  chil- 
dren have  blessed  the  union  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Marsh, 
a  daughter  who  died  in  infancy,  and  a  son  named 
Arthur.  The  Doctor  attends  the  Congregational 
Church,  of  which  he  is  a  niember.  Mrs.  Marsh 
imites  with  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Julian  H.  ]vL\rsh  was  born  Feb.  19.  1845,  ^^i 
Cabot,  Vt.,  received  his  education  in  the  local  public 
schools,  and  was  reared  to  farming,  remaining  at 
home  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty.  For  the 
next  three  years  he  was  engaged  in  a  general  store, 
but  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  that  work  on  account 
of  his  health,  and  he  spent  the  year  following  in  the 
•office  of  the  general  agent  of  the  American  Encyclo- 
pedia, at  Cincinnati.  He  has  since  been  engaged  in 
the  drug:  business,  which  he  learned  in  Lvndonville. 
Vt.,  remaining  in  the  store  where  he  commenced  for 
six  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  came  to  West- 
ville  and  bought  the  store  he  now  conducts,  meeting 
Avith  such  success  here  that  he  has  remained  con- 
tinuously to  the  present.  His  establishment,  which 
is  located  at  No.  919  Whaley  avenue,  is  the  largest 
in  Westville,  and  is  conceded  to  be  the  Innest  and 
best  equipped  in  the  city.  Mr.  Marsh  carries  a  com- 
plete line  of  drugs,  perfumes,  etc.,  and  he  commands 
a  fine  trade,  won  by  fair  dealing  and  intelligent 
business  methods.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Connecti- 
cut State  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

In  November,  1880,  Mr.  Marsh  married  Miss 
Effie  M.  Norris,  a  native  of  Cabot,  Vt.,  whose  father. 
was  a  farmer  in  that  locality.  He  entered  the  army 
during  the  Civil  war,  and  died  while  in  the  service, 
in  1863.  Mrs.  Marsh  is  one  of  a  family  of  three 
children,  all  yet  living,  the  other  .two  in  Cabot.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marsh  have  been  lx)rn  two  children: 
Eva  L.,  a  stenographer  with  the  Greist  Manufactur- 
ing Co. ;  and  Ralph  J.,  who  is  still  attending  school. 


Our  subject  and  his  wife  attend  the  Congregational 
Church,  in  wbich  he  has  held  office.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican in  political  opinion,  and  socially  unites  with 
the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  the  Masons,  holding  member- 
ship in  Green  Mountain  Lodge,  No.  63,  in  Vermont. 
Mr.  Marsh's  standing  in  business  circles  is  unques- 
tioned, and  he  is  equally  w^ell  thought  of  in  every 
other  relation  of  life. 

HERMAN  L.  BALDWIN,  a  member  of  one  of 
the  oldest  and  best  known  families  of  ^^lilford,  was 
born  in  that  town  May  12,  1852,  son  of  James  and 
grandson  of  Elnathan  Baldwin. 

Elnathan  Baldwin  was  born  in  Milford,  and  after 
marriage  he  settled  upon  a  fami  there.  His  wife, 
Sally  Stowe,  was  also  a  native  of  Alilford*  They 
had  eight  children,  as  follows :  Elnathan  and  Charles 
were  fanners ;  James  is  mentioned  below ;  Esther 
died  unmarried;  Sarah  niarried  Charles  Beardsley, 
of  Milford;  Phineas  is  a  farmer  in  ^Vlilford;  Will- 
iam was  a  cabinetmaker ;  Eunice,  who  died  Nov. 
25,  1876,  was  the  wife  of  Joshua  Baldwin,  son  of 
Hezekiah  and  Mary  Ann  Baldwin. 

James  Baldwin,  our  subject's  father,  was  bom 
in  Alilford  Nov.  10,  1824,  and  grew  to  manhood 
upon  the  farm,  but  also  learned  the  shoemaker's 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  some  years.  He  made 
his  home  upon  the  present  farm  at  his  marriage, 
and  he  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  A.  Smith,  are  both 
living.  Of  their  five  children  our  subject  is  the 
oldest;  Ida  L.  married  Edward  Tuttle,  of  [Milford; 
Henry  M.,  unmarried,  is  a  farmer  in  ^lilford; 
Frank  E.  is  a  carpenter  and  builder  in  Fairfield 
county ;  and  Elizabeth  L.  married  Frederick  Wood- 
ward, of  New  Haven.  Mrs.  Baldwin  is  a  daughter 
of  Lewis  Smith,  and  granddaughter  of  Amos  Smith, 
of  Milford.  Her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Abigail  A.  Baldwin,  was  a  daughter  of  Hezekiah 
and  Mary  Ann  Baldwin,  of  Milford.  ]\Irs.  Baldwin 
is  the  oldest  in  a  family  of  four  children,  the  others 
being  Mary  J.,  wife  of  Henry  Smith,  a  farmer  in 
Milford ;  Miss  Martha  A. ;  and  Miles  L.,  a  carpenter 
in  New  Haven,  who  married  Miss  Kate  Smith. 

Our  subject  was  reared  upon  the  homestead,  and 
his  education  was  secured  at  the  district  schools. 
.  He  learned  the  patternmaker's  trade  at  Bridgeport, 
and  followed  it  for  many  years,  but  at  present  he 
is  not  engaged  in  any  business.  Politically  he  is 
independent,  and  he  and  his  family  are  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Milford.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Sarah  W.  Bradley,  of  Bridgeport,  and  has 
one  child,  Edna  H. 

JOHN  ALOYSIUS  HURLEY,  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  ^Meriden,  Southington  &  Compounce 
Tramway  Co.,  and  one  of  Meriden's  progressive  and 
active  business  men,  is  a  native  of  New  Haven  coun- 
ty, born  April  30,  1854,  in  the  city  of  New  Haven. 
His  parents,  William  and  Ellen  TRay)  Hurley,  were 
natives  of  Ireland,  born  in  Counties  Tipperary  and 
Limerick,  respectively.     The  mother  died  in   New 
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Haven  Oct.  9,  1892,  and  the  father,  now  in  the  sixty- 
iiintli  vear  of  his  age,  is  a  resident  of  Bridgeport, 
Oniiiccticut. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  education 
ill  the  pubhc  schools  of  his  native  city,  and  began 
Ills  business  career  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  in 
[anuarv,  1872.  He  entered  the  dry-goods  establish- 
intiit  of  Edward  Malley,  in  Xew  Haven,  his  first 
occupation  being  that  of  wrapper.  Being  capable, 
faithful  and  industrious,  he  steadily  earned  and  re- 
ceived promotion,  so  that  when  he  closed  his  con- 
nection with  the  house,  at  the  end  of  the  year  1878, 
he  occupied  the  position  of  head  bookkeeper  and 
cashier.  At  this  time  he  entered  the  employ  of  Mc- 
Mahon  &  Wren,  wholesale  liquor  dealers  of  Bridge- 
port, in  the  capacity  of  bookkeeper.  On  Feb.  i, 
1886,  he  became  a  partner  in  the  business,  and  the 
name  was  changed  to  INIcMahon,  Wren  &  Co.  On 
Jan.  I,  1888,  Air.  Hurley  came  to  Meriden,  where 
he  has  ever  since  resided,  to  take  charge  of  the 
i)usiness  of  the  Meriden  Brewing  Co.,  and  continued 
in  that  connection  until  the  close  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  resigning  the  position  Jan.  i,  1901.  His 
business  ability  was  soon  established  among  Meri- 
«!eii  business  men,  and  his  genial  nature  and  upright 
character  readily  made  and  retained  friends.  He 
was  one  of  those  who  foresaw  the  capabilities  of 
tri)lley  systems,  and  his  energetic  and  enterprising 
nature  led  him  to  join  Francis  Atwater  in  securing 
the  charter  under  which  they  are  now  successfully 
operating,  with  benefit  to  themselves  and  the  general 
j)ublic.  This  took  place  in  August,  1897,  the  com- 
pany was  incorporated  the  next  month,  and  such 
was  the  energy  and  industry  of  the  promoters  that 
the  road  was  in  operation  by  July  2,  1898,  and  has 
l)een  continuously  at  the  service  of  the  public,  with- 
out a  hitch,  ever  since.  Much  credit  for  this  state 
of  affairs  is  due  to  the  active  manager,  whose  name 
heads  this  article.  Mr.  Hurley  is  president  and 
treasurer  of  the  Acme  }vlanufacturing  Co.,  of  Plants- 
ville,  a  recently  organized  industry,  devoted  to  the 
production  of  a  patent  wagon  wrench,  a  patent 
screw-driver,  chisels  and  kindred  articles.  He  is 
also  a  director  and  vice-president  of  the  Connecticut 
Breweries  Co. 

On  July  16,  1877.  Mr.  Hurley  married  Miss 
Afargaret  A.  Byrne,  who  was  born  in  Xew  York 
City,  daughter  of  Thomas  Stanford  and  Mary 
<  .Mallon)  Byrne,  of  Ireland.  'Mr.  Byrne  died  in 
i!^'*^8.  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years,  and  his 
widow,  now  in  her  eightv-sixth  vear,  makes  her 
Home  with  her  daughter  in  ]\Ieriden.  She  came  to 
Nvw  \ork  more  than  sixty  years  ago.  Three  of  the 
cinldren  born  to  Mr.  and  Airs.  Hurlev  are  now  liv- 
m-  namclv:  Grace  L.,  Margaret  M.' and  John  A., 
.  r..  all  of  whom  reside  at  home  with  their  parents. 

F'.cing  of  a  social  disposition,  ^^Ir.  Hurley  is 
ain<»ng  the  cherished  members  of  the  Amaranth 
tlul).  of  .Meriden  Lodge,  Xo.  35.  B.  P.  O.  E.,  and 
of  Silver  City  Council,' Xo.  2,  Knights  of  Columbus. 
I  le  is  a  trustee  of  St.  Joseph's  Church  corporation. 


In  political  affiliation  our  subject  is  a  Democrat. 
When  Mayor  West  took  the  chair,  in  1901,  he  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Hurley  a  member  of  the  board  of  ap- 
portionment and  taxation  for  a  term  of  two  years. 
This  is  a  fitting  testimonial  to  his  business  standing, 
integrity  and  judgment,  and  indicates  the  cordial 
esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  all  who  are  privileged 
to  enjoy  his  acquaintance. 

SEYMOUR  CRAXE  LOOMIS,  a  substantial 
citizen  and  highly  successful  lawyer  of  Xew  Haven, 
is  a  representative  of  an  old  and  prominent  Con- 
necticut family. 

Born  in  the  town  of  Suffield,  Conn.,  Xov.  12, 
1 86 1,  Mr.  Loomis  is  the  son  of  George  Wells  and 
Ellen  (X'orton)  Loomis,  and  a  descendant  in  the 
eighth  generation  from  Joseph  Loomis,  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Windsor,  Conn.  This  orisrinal 
American  settler  was  a  linen  draper  at  Braintree, 
in  the  county  of  Essex,  England,  and  was  born 
probably  about  1590.  He  sailed  from  London  in 
1638,  in  the  ship  "Susan  and  Ellen,"  to  Boston,  and 
as  early  as  1640  was  at  Windsor,  where  he  had  a 
plantation  of  twenty-one  acres  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Connecticut  river,  adjoining  the  Farmington 
river,  and  also  some  land  on  the  east  side  of  the 
river.  Five  sons  and  three  daughters  came  with 
him  to  X'ew  England.  His  wife  died  in  1652,  and 
his  death  occurred  six  years  later.  From  this  im- 
migrant settler  the  lineage  of  Seymour  Crane  Loom- 
is is  through  Lieut.  Samuel,  William,  Capt.  Xoah, 
Ham,  John  Wells  and  George  Wells. 

Lieut.  Samuel  Loomis,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born 
in  England,  and  was  married  Dec.  27,  1653,  to 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  Judd.  Lieut.  Loomis 
was  made  a  freeman  at  Windsor  in  1654,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  church  in  1661.  About  1672  he  re- 
moved to  Westfield,  Alass.,  where  he  died  Oct.  r, 
1689,  his  widow  surviving  until  May  7,  1696.  His 
grandson,  Capt.  X'oah  Loomis,  of  Southwick,  Mass., 
served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

George  Wells  Loomis,  son  of  John  Wells  and 
Eliza  (Whitney)  Loomis,  was  born  June  24,  1832, 
at  Southwick.  He  removed  to  Suffield  in  1852,  and 
was  married  Jan.  4,  i860,  to  Ellen  X'orton.  who 
was  born  June  6,  1836,  daughter  of  Daniel  W^  and 
Mindwell  (Pease)  Xorton,  of  Suffield.  To  this 
union  came  two  children,  Seymour  Crane  and  Mind- 
well  Pease,  the  latter  born  Jan.  18,  1865.  The 
family  home  is  in  the  town  of  Suffield,  Connecticut. 

Seymour  Crane  Loomis,  son  of  George  W., 
passed  his  boyhood  days  in  the  town  of  his  nativity, 
where  he  prepared  for  college  at  the  Connecticut 
Literary  Institute,  one  of  the  old-established 
schools  of  the  State,  graduating  as  valedictorian  in 
1878.  He  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts 
from  Yale  University  in  1882,  and  of  LL.  B.,  cum 
landc.  from  its  law  department  two  years  later. 
Admitted  to  the  Bar  in  June,  1884,  he  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  in  X'ew  Haven, 
where  for  three  years  he  was  in  the  office  of  John 
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W.  Ailing.  From  1887  until  1893  he  was  associated 
with  William  B.  Stoddard.  Since  tliat  time  he  has 
conducted  his  office  at  Xo.  81  Church  street,  in  the 
Connecticut  Saving's  Bank  building.  Mr.  Loomis 
was  assistant  city  clerk  in  1885  and  1886,  serving  as 
city  clerk  the  latter  part  of  the  time.  In  1893  and 
1894  he  was  the  Executive  Secretary  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  during  the  administration  of  the  late 
Gov.  Luzon  B.  Morris. 

Mr.  Loomis  was  married  April  20,  1892,  to  Miss 
Catherine  Canfield  Xorthrop,  a  daughter  of  Sanmel 
C.  and  Caroline  (Bassett)  Xorthrop,  of  Xew  2\Iil- 
ford,  Connecticut. 

CHARLES  A.  BEVAX,  M.  D.,  has  for  four- 
teen years  been  one  of  West  Haven's  successful 
and  highly  esteemed  physicians,  at  the  same  time 
filling  a  prominent  position  in  both  social  and  fra- 
ternal circles. 

Dr.  Bevan  is  of  English  descent,  and  the  name 
is  of  Welsh  origin,  being  derived  from  "Ap  Evan." 
The  Doctor's  great-grandfather  served  in  the  Rev- 
olution, and  his  grandfather  in  the  war  of   1812. 

The  latter,  Timothy  \'.  Bevan,  was  born  in 
Stratford,  Conn.,  and  was  one  of  five  children. 
His  father  was  a  sea  captain,  and  he  too  was 
a  sea  captain  in  early  life.  After  abandoning 
that  vocation  he  made  his  home  at  Trumbull, 
and  engaged  in  farming  there  and  at  Monroe. 
He  died  after  passing  life's  eighty-eighth  mile- 
stone, in  the  faith  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
Politically  he  was  first  a  Whig  and  later  a  Repub- 
lican. He  married  Samantha  Hurd,  who  lived  to 
the  age  of  si.xty-five,  and  they  had  nine  children, 
viz.:  (i)  Julia,  who  married  Cyrus  Botsford,  died 
in  Humphreysville,  Conn.  (2)  Russell,  who  was 
a  hatter,  died  in  Danbury,  Conn.  He  was  the  fa- 
ther of  George  R.  Bevan,  chief  of  police  of  Dan- 
bury.  (3)  Charles  was  first  a  shoemaker  and  later 
a  farmer;  he  died  in  Trumbull.  (4)  Lucy  Ann 
married  Samuel  French,  and  died  in  Trumbull. 
(5)  David  C.  was  the  father  of  our  subject.  (6) 
John,  a  carpenter  and  builder,  lives  in  Bethel, 
Conn.  (7)  Samantha  is  the  widow  of  Louis 
French,  and  resides  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.  (8j  Ira 
Nichols,  now  living  retired  in  Bristol.  Conn.,  was 
born  July  5,  1825.  in  Trumbull.  (9)  Susan  X'^., 
Mrs.  Kntipp,  lives  in  Xew  York  City. 

David  C.  Bevan  was  born  Sept.  29,  181 6, 
in  Trumbull,  and  in  the  common  schools  of  that 
place  received  his  rudimentary  education.  After 
leaving  school  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  carriage- 
maker,  and  later  worked  as  a  journeyman  in  'Slid- 
dlebury,  Bridgeport  and  Plymouth.  At  the  point 
last  named  he  was  for  twenty-three  years  a  fore- 
man in  the  employ  of  Shelton  &  Tuttle.  On  leav- 
ing that  firm  he  went  to  South  Amenia,  X.  Y., 
engaging  in  the  carriage  business  there  for  fif- 
teen years.  Feeling  himself  growing  old,  he  re- 
tired and  moved  to  West  Haven,  making  his  home 


with  his  son  Charles  A.,  at  whose  home  he  died 
}ilarch  20,  1895. 

On  April  7,  1839,  David  C.  Bevan  married 
Laura  Wilson,  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Martha 
(Bennett)  Wilson,  of  Xewtown,  and  a  lineal  de- 
scendant of  John  Rogers,  who  was  burned  at  the 
stake  in  Rhode  Island.  Jonathan  Bennett,  grand- 
father of  Mrs.  Laura  (Wilson)  Bevan,  was  the 
inventor  of  the  first  shingle  mill.  He  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Dutchess  county,  X.  Y.  Charles  Wilson 
was  a  large  land  owner  and  prosperous  farmer 
in  Dutchess  county,  X.  Y.  He  died  at  die  age  of 
sixty,  and  his  wife  at  seventy-eight.  Xine  children 
were  born  to  them.  To  the  union  of  David  C. 
Bevan  and  his  wife  were  born  three  children,  as 
follows:  Samuel,  who  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.,  at  Jersey  City,  X\  J., 
up  to  the  date  of  his  death,  which  occurred  Oct. 
15,  1899;  Emma  J.,  who  married  Evelyn  Beecher, 
and  lives  in  Xew  Haven ;  and  Charles  A.,  our  sub- 
ject. The  mother  of  this  family  is  still  living,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  and  has  her  home 
with  our  subject.  I\Ir.  Bevan  and  his  wife  were 
active  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church;  he  was  chair- 
man of  the  committee  which  built  the  edifice  at 
Thomaston,  and  also  served  as  steward.  He  was 
a  Republican,  always  active  in  politics,  and  served 
as  grand  juror. 

Charles  A.  Bevan  was  bom  Xov.  29,  1849,  ^^ 
Middlebury,  and  received  his  early  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  Plymouth  and  in  the  high 
school  at  Thomaston.  xA.fter  leaving  the  high 
school  he  acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
trade  of  machinist,  which  he  followed  for  nine  years 
at  Xew  Haven  and  Hartford,  passing  several  years 
in  Colt's  Armory,  with  the  Wetmore  Machine  Co. 
and  Sargent  &  Co.,  of  X^ew  Haven.  Although  a 
proficient  workman,  his  tastes  inclined  toward  a 
professional  life,  wherein  he  might  gratify  his  in- 
nate yearning  toward  a  higher  training  and  a  more 
scholarly  pursuit.  He  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine in  the  office  of  Dr.  B.  S.  Lewis,  of  Xew  Haven, 
and  finally  received  the  degree  of  'SI.  D.  from  the 
Medico  Chirurgical  College,  of  Philadelphia,  April 
6,  1887.  Immediately  upon  graduation  he  settled 
in  West  Haven,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged 
in  active  practice,  endearing  himself  to  his  patients 
alike  by  his  scientific  skill  and  the  gentle  kindliness 
of  his  sympathetic  nature.  He  is  a  member  of  An- 
nawon  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  West  Haven : 
Joseph  Andrews  Chapter,  R.  A.  ]\I. ;  City  Lodge, 
I.  O.  O.  F. ;  and  Sassacus  Encampment. 

On  June  27,  1885,  the  Doctor  was  married  to 
Mary  J.  Andrews,  of  Xew  Haven,  daughter  of 
James  M.  Andrews,  a  carriage  painter  of  that 
city;  her  mother,  Maria  H.  (Grinnell),  was  of 
English  descent,  her  forefathers  having  been 
among  the  founders  of  X'ew  Haven.  ]\Irs.  Bevan 
is  the  sole  survivor  of  a  family  of  five  children. 
To  the  union  of  Dr.  Bevan  and  ^lary  J.  Andrews 
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have  been  born  two  children,  Laura  A.  and  Mary 
J.  The  Doctor  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  has  been 
a  member  of  the  school  board  for  four  years,  and 
is  at  present  filling  the  responsible  position  of 
health  officer  for  Orange  town.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  he  has  held  the  post  of  steward. 

JOHN  SHAXE  CRABB,  who  has  been  connect- 
ed with  the  Connecticut  School  for  Boys,  at  2\Ieriden, 
since  1890,  and  is  now  supervisor  of  Cottage  E,  was 
born  Oct.  11,  1845,  in  Ross  township,  JotTerson 
Co.,  Ohio.  He  is  of  German  descent,  his  grand- 
father, Henry  Krebs  (as  the  name  was  then  spelled), 
having  been  born  in  Germany.  On  his  emigration 
to  America  he  located  in  Ross  township,  Jetterson 
Co.,  Ohio,  and  was  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  that 
section,  which  was  then  virtually  a  wilderness.  He 
engaged  in  farming,  became  a  land  owner,  and  spent 
the  rest  of  his  life  there.  In  religious  connection  he 
was  a  Presbyterian. 

John  Crabb,  son  of  Henry,  and  father  of  John  S., 
was  born  on  the  home  place  in  Ross  township,  and 
there  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  such  education 
as  the  schools  of  the  locality  afforded.  He  spent  his 
<-iitire  life  in  his  native  township.  He  was  a  large 
land  owner,  and  engaged  in  general  farming  and. 
«>u  an  extensive  scale,  wool  growing,  from  which 
latter  business  he  derived  his  principal  revenue.  He 
reached  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-two,  and  his 
<lcath  was  caused  by  an  accident ;  he  tripped  on  a 
carpet  and  fell,  breaking  his  hip,  and  died  from  his 
injuries.  His  remains  rest  in  the  family  cemetery. 
Mr.  Crabb  was  a  stanch  Republican  in  political  sym- 
pathy, was  one  of  the  first  anti-slavery  advocates, 
and  was  not  afraid  to  voice  his  sentiments  at  a  time 
when  such  principles  were  considered  a  disgrace 
and  their  support  was  nothing  short  of  dangerous. 
He  was  a  conductor  on  the  "underground  railroad." 
lie  was  a  man  of  upright  life,  a  good  citizen,  a 
kind  husband  and  father,  and  thoroughly  domestic 
in  his  tastes.  He  was  especially  fond  of  horses  and 
fine  stock,  and  gave  all  his  interests  the  best  of  care. 

John  Crabb  was  married  to  Jane  ]\IcLaughlin, 
who  was  born  in  Carroll  county,  Ohio,  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent,  and  belonged  to  one  of  the  early  fam- 
ibf<  of  that  section,  being  a  daughter  of  Robert 
McLaughlin,  Mrs.  Crabb  is  still  living  (1902).  at 
'bo  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-eight  years,  and  makes 
''<  r  home  on  the  homestead,  with  her  son.  She  is 
a  lti-kmI  Christian  woman,  a  faithful  member  of  the 
l^iiitefl  Presbyterian  Church,  to  which  her  husband 
a^-'»  Ix-longed,  and  proved  a  worthv  and  competent 
Ijelpnicetto  Mr.  Crabb  in  his  active  career.  Chil- 
f;rrn  as  tollows  blessed  their  union:  Henrv  K.  en- 
listc<l  for  service  in  the  Civil  war,  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  K,  52d  O.  V.  L,  and  died  while  in 
the  am'.v;  Robert  Mitchell,  who  served  a  term  in 
the  Civil  war,  is  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser  near  the 
old  honu'i  John  S.  is  mentioned  below:  Ross  lives 
on  the  old  homestead  with  his  mother ;  Annie  is  the 


wife  of  William  K.  Smith,  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser 
and  dealer  in  Ross  township. 

John  Shane  Crabb  was  reared  on  the  home  farm 
and  attended  the  local  schools  during  his  boyhood. 
It  was  his  ambition  to  become  an  educator,  and  he 
accordingly  continued  his  studies  in  the  college  at 
Hopedale,  Harrison  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  fitted  him- 
self for  his  profession.  He  commenced  teaching  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  in  his  native  town,  and 
was  engaged  six  years  in  the  public  schools,  his 
vacations  and  spare  time  being  spent  at  home,  as- 
sisting his  father  with  the  farm.  Having  managed 
to  save  a  little,  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
with  J.  J\L  George,  under  the  firm  name  of  Crabb 
&  George,  and  they  carried  on  a  store  in  ^Nloores- 
town,  Jetferson  Co.,  Ohio,  for  five  years,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  our  subject  withdrew  to  become  a 
member  of  the  Salineville  Lumber  Co.  ]Mr.  Crabb 
was  manager  of  the  business,  and  he  continued  thus 
for  three  years,  when,  not  having  met  with  the  suc- 
cess he  anticipated,  he  sold  out  and  returned  to  his 
profession.  He  accepted  a  position  at  the  Ohio  State 
Reform  School,  Lancaster,  where  he  was  supervisor 
of  a  cottage,  and  remained  there  four  years,  having 
under  his  charge  seventy  or  more  boys,  in  whose 
care  he  was  ably  assisted  by  his  wife,  who  was 
engaged  as  teacher.  This  incumbency  he  was  ob- 
liged to  relinquish  because  of  political  changes,  and 
took  a  similar  charge  in  the  House  of  Refuge,  Cin- 
cinnati, under  Major  Oliver,  retaining  this  situation 
until  1890.  Having  been  tendered  a  position  in  the 
Connecticut  School  for  Boys  by  ]Mr.  Howe,  who  was 
then  superintendent,  he  accepted  and  came  to  Mer- 
iden,  and  has  ever  since  been  connected  with  the  in- 
stitution, where  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
efficient  and  painstaking  ofticials.  He  was  made 
supervisor  of  the  North  Division  and  the  chair  shop, 
l-.aving  over  130  boys  under  his  charge,  and  since 
1896  he  has  held  his  present  position,  that  of  super- 
visor at  Cottage  E.  Here  he  has  fifty  boys  under 
him,  and  he  has  faithfully  performed  all  the  duties 
of  this  responsible  charge,  taking  a  deep  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  his  boys,  and  showing  genuine  de- 
votion to  his  work,  in  which  he  takes  personal  pride 
and  pleasure.  He  has  won  recognition  by  his  own 
earnest  efforts,  and  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is 
held  is  ample  testimony  of  his  worth  as  a  man, 
apart  from  his  usefulness  in  his  chosen  field. 

On  Jan.  i,  1876,  in  Ross  township,  Jefferson  Co., 
Ohio,  Mr,  Crabb  married  Miss  Alarietta  McLennan, 
a  native  of  Jefferson  county,  and  a  daughter  of  Ken- 
neth McLennan  :  her  family  is  of  Scottish  descent. 
]\Irs.  Crabb  was  educated  in  her  native  county  and  in 
Mt.  Ll^nion  College,  near  Alliance,  Ohio,  and  like 
her  husband  has  devoted  her  life  to  the  teacher's 
profession,  before  her  marriage  engaging  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  her  native  county,  and  since  assisting 
him  in  his  labors.  She  taught  in  the  Ohio  State 
Reform  School,  at  Lancaster;  in  the  House  of 
Refuge,  Cincinnati ;  and  ever  since  she  came  to 
Meriden  has  been  one  of  the  best  teachers  in  the 
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Connecticut  School  for  Boys,  where  her  work  has 
received  deserved  appreciation.     She  is  a  woman  of 
marked  culture  and  character,  and  under  her  wise 
direction  many  boys  have  been  fitted  to  commence 
life's  battle.     Like  her  husband,  she  takes  more  than 
a  professional  interest  in  her  charges,  and  it  is  the 
personal  element  in  their  work  that  gives  it  special 
value.     One  child  has  been  born  to  Mr.  and  "Mrs. 
Crabb,  Janet.     She  attended  public  school  in  Ohio, 
~  graduating  from  the    Gemian-American  school   in 
Meriden  and  the  Meriden  high  school,  and  is  now 
a  student  at  the  Ontario  Ladies  College,  at  Whitby, 
Ontario,  Canada,  where  she  is  receiving  instruction 
in  the  higher  branches.     She  possesses  musical  abil- 
ity of  a  high  order.     The  family  circle  is  a  charming 
one.     Mr.  Crabb  is  a  man  of  pleasing  manner  and 
genial  disposition,  an  interesting  conversationalist, 
and  is  well  liked  among  a  wide  acquaintanceship. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  political  faith,  and  a  stanch 
supporter  of  the  principles  of  that  party.     He  and 
his    family   unite   with    the     First    Congregational 
Church,  of  which  he  is  a  deacon. 

FRANCIS  LYXCH,  or  as  he  was  so  well 
known,  "Frank"'  Lynch,  was,  in  his  life  time,  one 
of  the  best-known  Irish-Americans  in  Connecticut, 
and  he  was  well  known  and  highly  respected  in  his 
home  town,  ]Meriden.  He  was  born  in  County 
Meath,  Ireland,  a  son  of  Michael  Lynch.  When  he 
was  but  fifteen  years  old  he  made  the  voyage  to 
America,  and  ujx)n  landing  came  direct  to  New  Hav- 
en, where  he  found  employment  with  Rogers,  Smith 
&  Co.  During  this  time  he  was  also  a  member  of 
the  Fire  Department.  The  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
war  afforded  him  an  opportunity  to  prove  his  devo- 
tion to  the  land  of  his  adoption,  and  he  enlisted, 
becoming  a  member  of  Co.  A,  9th  Conn.  \'.  I.,  undei^ 
Col.  Cahall  and  Capt.  Dufifey.  He  participated  in 
several  battles  with  Gen-.  Butler,  was  in  New  Or- 
leans, and  fought  all  through  the  campaign  of  the 
Gulf.  After  his  term  of  enlistment  had  expired,  he 
returned  to  New  Haven,  and  again  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  Rogers,  Smith  &  Co.  This  company  was 
soon  bought  out  by  the  Britannia  Co.  and  trans- 
ferred to  iMeriden.  Mr.  Lynch  continued  in  the 
same  position  in  ]\Ieriden,  under  the  new  manage- 
ment, for  eight  years.  He  then  started  out  in  busi- 
ness for  himself  as  a  cigar  manufacturer  on  Center 
St.,  and  continued  there  until  1883,  when  he  gave  up 
the  business,  becoming  agent  for  the  Barbour  Yeast 
in  Hartford  County,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he 
was  associated  with  the  Francis  Gowdv  Distillery 
Co.,  of  Melrose.  He  died  at  his  home  Jan.  3,  1901, 
and  was  buried  in  St.  Patrick's  cemeterv  in  Meriden. 

In  his  religious  views,  Mr.  Lynch  was  a  devout 
Roman  Catholic,  and  was  identifietl  with  St. 
Rose's  parish,  to  which  he  contributed  freelv,  and  in 
which  he  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem.  In  the 
days  of  the  volunteer  fire  department,  he  was  as 
stated  a  fireman,  and  belonged  to  the  old  Washino-- 
ton  Hose  Co.     He  was  one  of  the  organizers  and 


a  charter  member  of  the  First  Division,  A.  O.  H., 
and  was  also  a  member  of  Merriman  Post,  G.  A.  R. 
In  his  political  faith  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  no  man 
in  the  State  of  Connecticut  was  better  known  as  a 
leader  in  the  party.  Unlike  the  majority  of  men 
in  the  political  world,  he  sought  no  political  office 
or  honors  for  himself.  He  loved  the  battle  of  the 
campaign,  and  was  very  loyal  to  his  friends.  The 
^leriden  Journal  of  Jan.  3,  1901,  speaks  of  him  as 
follows : 

Mr.   Lynch    was   a   man   of   strong   likes   and   dislikes. 
Loyalty  to  his  friends,  those  who  had  done  him  good  turns, 
was  one  of   his    strong   praiseworthy   qualities.     He   never 
forgot  a  favor  and  was  outspoken  against  men  and  methods, 
that  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  right.     He  took  an  active 
interest  in  pohtics.  local  and  State.     He  was  the  spirit  of 
steadfastness  to  any  cause  he  espoused — a  tireless  worker, 
a  keen  discerner,  and  a  fighter  in  oolitics  from  the  drop  of 
the  hat  to  the  close  of  the  polls,  and  when  it  was  over,  he 
held   no   animosity   toward   his   opponent,    but   simplv   pre- 
pared the   way  to  beat   them   again   at  the  next   contest   if 
he   could.       That   was   the  way   he   made   so   many  stanch 
friends,  and  that  was  the  secret  -f  his  success  m  winnuig 
so  many  contests  in  the  First  ward — unswerving  loyalty  tT> 
friends    and    eternal    vigilance    to   opponents.      Socially    he 
was  a  big  hearted,  generous,  honest  man  who  took  delight 
mdomg  favors  for  friends,  and  man-  were  asked  of  him. 
When    the  emergencies   of   a   campaign    did    not   take   hiiu 
awav  he  could  always  be  found  at  home,  for  he  was  strictlv 
a  home  man.   devoted  to  his  family  and  beloved  by  every 
member  of  it.     Frank  Lynch  was  a'  born  leader,  and  in  his 
plain,  blunt  way   he  exercised  an  influence  over  men  that 
proved  his  right  to  command.     He  fought  in  the  open,  and 
leaves   behind    him   a    record    that   is   clean    in   every    way. 
He   never   sought   office    for   himself,   being   content    to    let 
others  enjoy  the  fruits  that  were  in  manv  cases  entirely  due 
to  his  planting  and  cultivating.     He  was,  taken  all   in  all. 
a  strong,  unique  personage,  who  will  be  greatly  missed  in 
the    circles    in    which    he    moved.        He    was    well    known 
throup-hout    the    State,    especially    in    New    Haven    county, 
and  when  the  news  of  his  death  becomes  known,  there  will 
be  many  expressions  of  sorrow. 

Attorney  Walter  L.  Bevins,  whose  father.  Le 
Grand  Bevins,  was  a  life-long  friend  of  Mr.  Lvnch^ 
paid  the  following  tribute,  which  appeared  in  the 
Meriden  Record,  Jan.  4,  1901 : 

In  the  death  of  Francis  L>Tich,  the  local  Democracy 
loses  one  of  its  most  indefatigable  suDt>orters,  and  the 
community  one  of  its  most  prominent  citizens.  For  over 
thirty  years  Mr.  Lynch  had  taken  an  active  part  in  political 
affairs  and  no  Democrat  in  this  section  of  Connecticut  was 
more  widely  known.  While  strongly  partisan  in  his  politi- 
cal views  and  sympathies,  he  was  as  just  as  he  was  generous 
to  those  with  whom  he  differed  in  politics.  No  Democrat 
of  Meriden  ever  showed  greater  personal  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  his  party,  or  worked  harder  for  its  triumphs. 
Few  leaders  ha\e  more  conscientiously,  or  more  intelligent- 
ly, participated  in  their  party's  councils  than  Mr.  Lynch, 
and  in  times  that  tried_  the  stoutest  hearts  of  Democracy, 
when  overwhelming  defeat  temporarily  gave  the  party  only 
remnant  stability,  the  ardent  optimism  of  the  man  who  was 
always  looking  to  the  future  for  better  things  made  him  a 
central  figure  around  whom  the  doubting  Thomases  rallied 
with  even  more  fervor  than  before  the  unlucky  election: 
day. 

Mr.  Lynch  will  not  be  longest  remembered  for  his 
ser\-ices  as  a  pulilic  official,  as  he  held  ver"  few  offices  and 
ihese  were  of  minor  importance.  He  will  be  most  grate- 
fully remembered  for  his  earnest  devotion  to  the  interest.^ 
of  others.  He  was  a  most  kind  husband,  and  a  more  in- 
dulgent, or  more  thoughtful,  father  could  not  be  found  any- 
where. He  was  always  true  to  his  friends,  and  hated 
self-seeking,  tricking  and  double-dealing  in  others. 
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Never  a  personal  claimant  in  the  distribution  of  the 
spoils  of  political  meetings,  hut  always  a  warm  advocate  of 
the  princi')le  that  a  "puhhc  otlice  is  a  public  trust."  and  that 
otVice  should  seek  the  man.  rather  than  the  man  the  otVice, 
he  gave  liberally  of  his  means  to  campaign  funds,  and 
during  Grover  Cleveland's  first  canvass  tor  tne  presidency. 
it  is  understood  that  Mr.  Lynch  contributed  $i.ooo  to  Mr. 
Cleveland's  election. 

The  tall,  spare  form  of  Mr.  Lynch  and  the  frank  friend-  ! 
jincss  of  his  manner  will  be  missed  on  our  streets.  His  | 
death  will  be  mourned  by  a  wide  circle  of  friends  in  this  '■ 
city,  New  Haven,  Hartford,  and  Waterbury.  j 

On  July  3,  1859,  Mr.  Lynch  was  married  by  the  ' 
Rev.  Father  Matthew  Hart,  to  Ellen  Maloney,  who  1 
was  born  in  County  Limerick,  Ireland,  a  daughter 
of  John  Maloney,  who  died  in  Westport,  Connecti- 
.cut.     }vlrs.  Lynch  is  a  woman  of  strong  character, 
and  was  greatly  attached  to  her  husband,  to  whom 
she  was,  in  very  truth,  a  helpmeet  and  companion. 
Their  happy  marriage  was  blessed  with  eleven  chil- 
dren:     (i)    Francis   \V.,  born  April  5,    i8<'x),  was 
educated  in  ^^leriden,  and  now  resides  in  Hartford, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  cigar  business.     L'nder 
President  Cleveland,  he   held  the  office  of  deputy 
collector.     He  married   Mary  A.  A.   Noland,   who 
was  born  in  Portland,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Bridget   (Keeley)    Xoland.     One  child,  Ellen, 
was  born  to  this  union,  but  she  is  now  deceased.    (  2  ) 
John,  born  March  23,  1864,  is  a  cigar  manufacturer 
in  Hartford.     He  married  Frances  Bennett,  of  Xew 
'^'ork,  daughter  of  Fcnnimore  Bennett,  and  has  one 
child,  Francis   Fennimore.     (3)    Ellen,  born  April 
23.  i8'/>,  died  Feb.  23.  1807.     (4)  Thomas  J.,  born 
Nov.  24,  1867,  was  educated  in  Meriden,  and  was 
graduated  from  Yale  Business  College  in  1888.  and 
died  April  16,  1899.     (5)  Bernard  C.  born  Feb.  22, 
1870,  is  government  storekeeper  at  Windsor  Locks. 
He  married  Mary  Batten,  daughter  of  Thomas  Bat- 
ten of   Meriden,  and   has   two  children,   Ellen  and 
Francis.     (6)    ]\Iary,  born    March   20,    1872,   died 
July  2C->,  1873.      (7)   William,  born  Xov.   11,   1873, 
died  Xov.  22,  1874.      (8)   Anna  C,  born  Sept.  28, 
1875,  was  educated  at  St.  Rose's  school  in  Meriden, 
and  graduated  from  Mount  St.  Joseph's,  Hartford, 
in   1894.     She  is  a  fine  musician,  thorouglily  profi- 
cient in  both  instrumental  and  vocal  music.        (9) 
James,  born  Feb.  10.  1878.  attended  Xew  York  Citv 
College  of  Pharmacy.      ( 10)    Catharine,  born  Jan. 
20,  1881,  was  educated  at  St.  Rose's  school.     (11) 
Edward,  born  Jan.  28,  1887,  is  at  home. 

CHARLES  L.  WEIL,  one  of  the  prominent 
Inisiness  citizens  of  Xew  Haven;  who  is  al.so  iden- 
tified with  its  public,  educational  and  social  life, 
was  l)orn  in  this  citv,  Dec.  IQ,  1863.  Paul  Weil. 
his  f.Tther,  was  a  native  of  Berlin,  Germanv. 

C  harles  L.  Weil  was  the  second  in  the  family 
Ixirn  t<»  his  parents,  and  he  snent  his  boyhood  davs 
in  this  beautiful  citv.  Mr.  Weil  enjoyed  sunerior 
educational  advantages,  passing  froin  the  Eaton 
,'«ch<«»I  into  the  Yale  Business  College,  and  gaining 
a  commercial  training  bv  associating  with  his 
father  in  the  cigar  business  in  this  city,  for  a  period 


of  five  years.  Then,  in  partnership  with  his  broth 
er,  Louis  P.  Weil,  he  took  charge  of  this  business 
for  your  years,  under  the  firm  style  of  Louis  P.  Weil 
&  Brother,  conducting  it  on  State  Street.  He  then 
became  connected  with  the  Springfield  Brewery  Co.,; 
being  financially  interested  from  1889  to  1899.I 
When  this  business  was  absorbed  by  the  trust.  ]\Ir.j 
Weil  became  connected  with  the  Manilla  Anchorii 
Brewing  Co.,  of  Dobbs  Ferry,  X.  Y.  i 

On  Sept.  20,  1894,  Mr.  Weil  was  inarried  to  Miss 
Delia  Zunder,  daughter  of  Maier  Zunder,  a  complete 
biographical  sketch  of  this  prominent  family  being 
found  on  another  page.  One  little  daughter  has 
been  born  to  this  marriage,  Regina  Zunder.  Mrs. 
Weil  is  a  lady  of  superior  educational  and  social 
graces,  and  is  known  and  valued  in  educational  en- 
terprises and  benevolent  activities  in  X'ew  Haven. 

Mr.  Weil  is  one  of  the  prominent  members  oi 
the  Democratic  party,  in  this  city,  and  has  served 
\n  a  number  of  positions  where  he  has  greatly  bene- 
fited the  city.  From  1890  to  1892  he  was  council- 
man from  the  Sixth  ward,  and  served  for  two  terms 
as  alderman  from  the  same  ward.  In  1897  he  was 
appointed  fire  commissioner,  for  a  term  of  three 
years,  by  ex-Mavor  Farnsworth,  and  was  re-ap- 
pointed bv  Mayor  Studley.  ^Ir.  Weil  is  one  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  Synagogue,  the  Jewish  Tem- 
ple ;  is  a  director  of  the  Hebrew  Benevolent  Society ; 
secretary  of  the  Harmonic  Club ;  inember  of  the  A. 
O.  U.  W. :  Yale  Conclave  of  Heptasophs ;  Connecti- 
cut Commercial  Travelers'  Association:  and  the  or- 1 
der  I.  O.  B.  B.  In  all  these  orders  and  organiza-j 
tions.  covering  the  religious,  social  and  business 
circles  of  the  city,  Mr.  Weil  is  deservedly  popular.' 

RICHARD  WILLIAM  MUELLER,  proprietor 
of  the  \ienna  Bakerv,  and  one  of  the  leading  citi 
zens  of  Meriden,  where  he  is  regarded  as  one  of 
the  most  prominent  German-Americans  of  the  city 
was  born  in  Spremberg,  Prussia,  Sept.  5.  18;^,  a 
son  of  William  ^Mueller,  and  a  brother  of  \\'illiam 
C.  Mueller,  a  well-known  attorney  of  Meriden. 

William  ]\Iueller,  the  father  of  Richard,  was  born 
in  the  .same  Prussian  town  as  his  son,  and  there  he 
grew  to  manhood,  becoming  engaged  in  a  wool 
manufacturing  business,  at  which  he  spent  many 
years,  securing  a  large  patronage,  and  forming  many 

j  associations   with   all   parts   of   the   business   world. 

I  He  was  president  of  a  corporation,  in  which  he  was 
a  very  large  stockholder.  The  affairs  of  the  com- 
panv.  which  was  a  large  exporter  of  manufactured 
cloth,  suft'ered  greatly  from  the  unsettled  condition 
of  Euroi^e,  especially  from  the  Franco-Prussian 
War,  and  in  1870  thev  suspended  business.  Mr. 
^lueller  left  Germany  in  1873,  not  wishing  that  liis 
sons  should  he  compelled  to  serve  in  the  armv.  and 
came  to  this  country  by  way  of  Holland  and  Liver- 
pool. He  landed  at  Boston,  and  went  from  there  to 
Meriden.  where  he  found  employment  in  the  Malle- 
able Iron  Company's  Works.  After  a  short  illness 
he  died  in  1879,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in  the 
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West  Cemetery.  He  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  was  noted  for  his  integrity 
and  honesty. 

Mr.  Mueller  was  married  in  Germany,  to  Caro- 
line W'ilhelmina  Senkel,  who  is  still  living,  and  has 
her  home  in  Ateriden.  In  1874  she  came  to  this 
country  with  four  children,  to  make  her  home  in 
Meriden,  where  she  has  lived  to  the  present  time. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  reared 
her  children  to  be  upright  anil  useful  meml^ers  of 
the  conmiunity.  She  was  a  devoted  wife,  and  of  her 
only  the  best  and  kindest  words  are  spoken.  She 
is  the  mother  of  the  following  family :  Richard  W. ; 
Emma,  who  married  Lewis  Krober,  of  ]\Ieriden ; 
Frederick  J.,  who  is  connected  with  the  Interna- 
tional Silver  Company,  of  Aleriden ;  Helen,  who 
married  Otto  George  Hirschfeld,  of  Aleriden ;  and 
William  C,  an  attorney  of  Meriden. 

Richard  W.  Mueller  attended  school  in  his  native 
town,  where  he  received  a  good  German  education. 
He  was  also  given  a  good  business  school  training, 
and  was  employed  in  the  office  of  his  father  until  the 
removal  of  the  family  to  Meriden.  There  young 
Richard  was  employed  for  a  time  in  the  finishing 
department  of  the  \Voolen  mill,  where  he  rose  to  be 
assistant  foreman.  For  a  short  time  he  was  em- 
ployed in  Philadelphia,  and  also  at  Holyoke,  Mass. 
In  1S78  he  turned  to  the  grocery  trade,  buying  out 
the  establishment  of  W.  Balzer,  which  he  conducted 
for. seven  years  with  somewhat  indifferent  success. 
In  1885  he  bought  the  interest  of  George  Stuck,  who 
was  engaged  in  a  bakery  business  on  East  ]Main 
Street.  There  Mr.  [Mueller  was  located  until  1890, 
when  he  built  his  present  place,  a  large  brick  struc- 
ture on  East  [Main  Street,  which  cost  over  Sio.ooo. 
It  is  one  of  the  finest  bakeries  in  New  England. 
Here  Mr.  [Mueller  has  carried  on  his  work  to  the 
present  time  and  has  built  up  a  verv  extensive  pat- 
ronage. His  supplies  are  bought  in  car  load  lots 
from  the  flour  mills,  and  all  his  transactions  are  on 
a  most  extensive  scale.  He  also  has  a  confectionery 
business  of  considerable  importance. 

Mr.  Mueller  was  married  in  1878  to  Tina  Tartter, 
of  [Meriden,  a  native  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  where 
.  she  was  bdrn.  a  daughter  of  Frederick  Tartter.  To 
this  union  have  come  four  children:  (i)  Emily, 
who  married  George  F.  Winslow,  a  foreman  of  the 
International  Sihxr  Company,  at  Wallingford, 
where  he  has  a  verv  pleasant  home:  (2)  Lucy,  who 
died  young;  (3)  Helen  died  young:  and  (4)  Will- 
iam F.,  who  is  at  home,  and  is  engaged  in  the 
bakery  business  with  his  father. 

Sociallv  [Mr.  [Mueller  is  a  niemlier  of  Alfred  H. 
Hall  Council,  Xo.  1423,  R.  A.,  [Meriden:  of  [Meriden 
Lodge,  No.  276,  D.  O.  H. :  of  the  local  Turnverein 
and  Saengerbund :  and  of  the  Cosmopolitan  Club. 
He  takes  a  lively  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Ger- 
man-American School,  and  for  ten  years  was  its 
treasurer.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  He  and  his 
family  belong  to  St.  .Vndrew"s  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  [Mueller  has  reason  to  felicitate  himself  upon 


his  career.  Starting  poor,  he  has  steadily  worked 
himself  up  through  his  own  i)luck  and  energy  to  a 
very  conunendable  place  in  the  world.  Men  respect 
him  for  his  integrity  and  business  ability,  and  like 
him  for  his  manly  ([ualities  and  kindly  disposition. 
Domestic  in  his  habits,  he  sticks  closely  to  his  busi- 
ness, and  gives  to  the  world  a  most  inspiring  ex- 
ample of  true  worth  and  character. 

William  C.  Mueller,  brother  of  Richard  W., 
is  a  lawyer,  and  a  man  of  mark  in  Meriden.  Born 
in  Spremberg,  Prussia,  April  2j,  1864,  he  came  to 
this  country  with  his  parents  when  ten  years  old, 
and  here  he  continued  his  education  in  the  Corner 
and  Prattsville  District  Schools  of  [Meriden.  From 
1878  to  1884  I'lc  clerked  for  Howard  Brothers,  ap-  • 
plying  his  leisure  moments  to  the  study  of  law  at 
home.  Fittmg  himself  for  entrance,  he  became  a 
student  in  the  Yale  Law  School  in  1884,  and  was 
graduated  from  that  institution  in  1886.  Immediate- 
ly he  became  associated  with  W.  F.  Davis,  forming 
the  law  firm  of  Davis  &  [Mueller,  which  still  exists. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-three.  [Mr.  [Mueller  was  elected 
collector  of  town  taxes,  defeating  the  occupant  of  the 
office  for  the  ten  years  previous  by  the  handsome 
majority  of  534,  and  carrying  the  strong  Republican 
ward  in  wdiich  the  candidate  resided  by  60  votes. 
In  1888,  and  a  third  time  in  1889,  he  was  again 
elected  to  that  office,  which  then  became  appointive. 
In  1890,  1891  and  again  in  1892,  he  was  chosen  by 
the  board  of  selectmen  to  fill  the  position.  In  1888, 
1889,  and  in  1892  and  1893,  he  was  city  collector, 
over  a  million  dollars  passing  through  his  hands 
without  the  slightest  blunder  or  mistake.  For  eight 
vears  he  was  a  ward  committeeman  in  the  Third 
ward,  and  he  also  served  two  years  as  chairman  of 
the  Democratic  town  and  city  committees,  having 
full  charge  of  the  campaign  of  1892.  The  following 
year  he  was  appointed  by  Judge  J.  P.  Piatt,  city 
attorney,  a  position  which  he  had  not  sought,  but 
which  he  has  so  admirably  filled,  that  he  is  still  re- 
tained therein,  and  his  conservative  and  careful  ad- 
ministration of  the  affairs  of  the  office  is  recognized 
and  highly  commended.  In  1900  [Mr.  Mueller  was 
appointed  water  commissioner  by  [Mayor  West,  and 
for  two  years  has  filled  that  position  with  dignity 
and  marked  ability.  Mr.  [Mueller  has  built  up  a 
good  private  practice  in  his  profession,  and  in  the 
management  of  the  cases  which  have  been  intrusted 
to  him  has  been  very  successful.  Socially  he  l)e- 
longs  to  the  various  German  societies,  and  he  is  also 
affiliated  with  seve.-al  of  the  Masonic  bodies  of  the 
city. 

Mr.  [Mueller  was  married  in  June,  1895,  to  [Miss 
Agnes  Yost,  a  daughter  of  August  Yost,  a  well- 
known  citizen  of  [Meriden. 

FREDERICK  S.  WARD,  one  of  the  prominent 
business  citizens  of  New  Haven,  and  a  member  of 
a  familv  distinguished  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
successfullv  conducts  a  business  in  real  estate  and 
insurance  in  that  city. 
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Mr.  Ward  was  born  in  New  Haven  Jan.  14, 
1 85 1,  son  of  Capt.  Frederick  S.  Ward,  and  grand- 
son of  Jacob  and  Henrietta  (Kimberly)  Ward,  na- 
tives of  West  Haven,  Conn.  His  father,  Fred- 
erick S.  Ward,  was  born  in  West  Haven  in  1812, 
and  died  in  New  Haven  in  July,  1865,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-three  years.  By  occupation  he  was  a  sea 
captain,  and  his  father  before  him  also  followed 
the  sea.  At  the  time  of  his  death  Capt.  Ward  was 
engaged  in  the  West  India  trade,  and  he  had 
traveled  almost  all  over  the  world,  commanding 
vessels  which  went  to  California  around  the  Horn, 
^to  South  America,  and  to  the  Mediterranean,  being 
part  owner  himself.  He  married  ^^lary  Elizabeth 
Stevens,  a  sister  of  the  well-known  Samuel  A.  Ste- 
vens, of  whom  more  particular  mention  is  made 
elsewhere.  Her  death  occurred  in  1882.  Five 
children  were  born  to  Capt.  Ward  and  his  wife: 
Frederick  S.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Elliott,  who 
lives  in  the  city  of  New  York;  Harry  K.,  employed 
in  West  Haven ;  Josephine,  widow  of  Charles  P. 
Whitney,  living  in  West  Haven ;  and  Frederika, 
wife  of  Albert  C.  Coe,  residing  in  West  Haven. 
In  politics  Capt.  \\'ard  was  stanchly  Republican. 
Religiously  he  and  his  familv  were  connected  with 
the  Congregational  Church. 

Frederick  S.  Ward'  spent  his  early  boyh.ood  in 
attendance  at  a  private  school  in  Xew  Haven,  later 
becoming  a  student  in  the  Whiting  street  public 
school,  the  Webster  school,  the  Washington  street 
school,  and  the  Dwight  street  school.  At  the  age 
of  thirteen  years  he  was  placed  in  the  Winchester 
Institute,  an  excellent  boarding  school  in  Win- 
chester, Conn.,  where  he  remained  for  two  years. 
On  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1865,  he  accompanied 
his  mother  upon  her  removal  to  West  Haven,  and 
lived  there  until  1869.  In  1867  he  was  employed 
by  the  Home  Insurance  Co.,  of  New  Haven,  as 
office  boy,  and  remained  with  that  company  for 
two  years.  In  1869  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
New  Haven  Steamboat  Co.,  at  Belle  Dock,  remain- 
ing one  year  on  the  wharf,  and  then  about  1870 
going  aboard  the  steamer  "Continental,"  as  freight 
clerk.  Until  1880,  during  this  period,  he  continued 
in  the  same  position  on  the  steamers  "Elm  City," 
"C.  H.  Northam"  and  others.  In  the  winter  of 
1880  Mr.  Ward  became  associated  with  the  North- 
ampton Railroafl  Co..  remaining  for  about  a  vear. 
and  in  the  spring  of  1882  he  went  to  work  for  the 
L.  Candee  Rubber  Co.  as  an  accountant,  and  re- 
mained with  this  company  until  1894.  For  the 
succeeding  two  years  our  subject  was  associated 
with  his  uncle,  W.  W.  Ward,  in  the  ice  business, 
and  in  June.  1896,  he  opened  up  his  present  line, 
in  real  estate  and  insurance. 

On  June  25,  1878.  Mr.  Ward  was  married  to 
Miss  Jennie  L.  Smith,  of  West  Haven,  who  was 
a  daughter  of  Cornelius  and  "Emeline  ("Rich") 
Smith,  also  New  Haven  people,  although  Mrs. 
Ward's  birth  took  place  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  One 
daughter,  Harriette  Smith,  has  been  bom  to  !Mr. 


and  Mrs.  Ward.     The  entire  family  belong  to  the 
Church  of  the  Redeemer. 

Politically  Mr.  Ward  is  an  active  Republican. 
He  is  identified  officially  with  the  Gounod  Society, 
the  leading  vocal  society  of  the  city ;  with  the 
Royal  Arcaryim,  and  with  the  Sons  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution,  his  mother's  ancestry  entitling 
him  to  membership  in  the  latter  society.  Lieut. 
H.  H.  Ward,  who  was  assigned  to  assist  Judge 
Advocate  Lemly  in  the  Schley  investigation  pro- 
ceedings, is  a  cousin  of  our  subject. 

MICHAEL  HENRY  O'BRIEN,  the  present 
superintendent  of  the  town  poor,  superintendent  of 
the  town  roads,  and  of  the  poor  farm,  is  knowm  as 
one  of  the  most  competent  business  men  and  public 
officials  of  the  town  of  Meriden.  He  was  born  in 
the  parish  of  Mageely,  near  Z^Iiddleton,  County 
Cork,  Ireland,  March  13,  1847,  ^"d  belongs  to  an 
old  Irish  familv  which  includes  in  its  various  gfen- 
erations  many  of  the  noted  men  of  the  last  two  hun- 
dred years  and  more. 

Henry  O'Brien,  father  of  ^Michael  H.,  was  also 
born  in  Middleton.  He  was  a  tenant  farmer, 
whose  struggle  for  existence  was  a  hard  one.  and 
he  endured  many  privations  in  order  to  care  for 
his  family.  ]\Iary  Walsh,  his  wife,  was  also  a  native 
of  County  Cork,  where  they  were  married,  and  her 
father,  Maurice  Walsh,  was  a  native  of  South  Cork. 
The  family  were  conspicuous  for  their  devotion  to 
their  country  and  faith.  [Many  of  Mrs.  O'Brien's 
relatives  have  become  prominent  dignitaries  in  the 
Catholic  Church,  both  in  this  country  and  in  Ire- 
land. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O'Brien  were  born  three 
children :  Fanny,  who  married  John  Lahey,  of 
INIeriden  ;  Michael  Henry  ;  and  Maurice,  in  the  mar- 
ket known  as  the  ^leriden  City  Market.  Henry 
O'Brien  brought  his  family  to  the  United  States  in 
1865,  ^"d  settled  in  Middletown,  Conn.,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  honorable  retire- 
ment, after  a  long  and  industrious  life,  his  sons  giv- 
ing him  every  attention.  He  was  buried  in  St.  Pat- 
rick's cemetery.  He  was  honorable  and  upright  in 
his  business  dealings  and  his  personal  and  domestic 
character  were  beyond  reproach.  Both  parents  were 
devout  members  of  the  Romnn  Catholic  Church. 
Mrs.  O'Brien  survived  her  husband  some  years,  and 
was  also  buried  in  St.  Patrick's  cemetery. 

Michael  Henry  O'Brien  had  limited  opportunity 
for  schooling,  the  exigencies  of  the  domestic  circum- 
stances necessitating  his  early  application  to  some 
money-producing  occupation.  From  an  early  age  he 
worked  with  his  parents,  and  remained  with  them 
until  he  accompanied  them  to  America.  Here  he 
was  first  employed  m  Stevens'  factorv,  at  Middle- 
town,  and  also  at  Russell's  factory,  and  for  two  and 
one-half  years  he  was  emploved  at  the  Douglass 
factory,  where  he  learned  the  molder's  trade.  Later 
in  life  he  came  to  Meriden,  and  was  given  work 
as  a  molder  in  the  factorv  of  Foster  &  Merriam. 
Here  he  soon,  however,  entered  the  butcher  business, 
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W.  Cahill,  later  Coe  &  Cahill,  re- 
with  that  well-known  firm  for  thirteen 
years.  On  the  termination  of  his  long  engagement 
with  them,  in  company  with  John  Island,  he  began 
business  for  himself,  under  the  firm  name  of  Island 
&  O'Brien.  This  firm  had  an  existence  of  five  years, 
when  it  was  dissolved  by  the  retirement  of  the  junior 
member,  who  took  a  position  with  Patton  &  Will- 
iams, meat  dealers.  Mr.  O'Brien  spent  some  years 
with  them,  and  then  began  a  fish  business  with  Pat- 
rick Donavan,  as  O'Brien  &  Donavan,  continuing 
thus  for  a  year  and  a  half,  when  he  entered  the  em- 
,  ploy  of  Pitkin  &  Preston.  In  January,  1888,  Mr. 
O'Brien  received  the  appointment  of  superintendent 
of  the  poor  asylum  and  farm,  and  also  the  position 
of  superintendent  of  town  roads  and  bridges.  For 
fourteen  years  he  has  faithfully  discharged  the  du- 
ties of  these  important  positions,  to  the  very  general 
satisfaction  of  the  public.  Mr.  O'Brien  was  a  strong 
advocate  of  the  new  poor  house,  which  is  now  com- 
plete, and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  very  finest 
buildings  of  the  kind  to  be  found  in  the  State.  Our 
subject  is  a  quiet  and  unassuming  gentleman,  and 
is  very  popular  with  all  classes.  He  is  a  Democrat, 
and  takes  an  active  interest  in  political  affairs. 

Mr.  O'Brien  was  married  in  !Middletown,  Jan. 
26,  1872,  to  Ellen  Dorgan,  who  was  born  in  County. 
Cork,  Ireland,  daughter  of  Michael  and  ^Nlary  Dor- 
gan,  both   of   whom   settled    in    ^liddletown   many 
years  ago.     They  were  members  of  the  Roman  Cath- 
olic Church.     ]\Irs.  O'Brien  is  matron  of  the  town 
poor,  and  bears  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the 
most  efficient  and  kind-hearted  ladies  ever  appointed 
in   the   State   to  fill   that   position.     Mr.   and    Mrs. 
O'Brien  have  had  ten  children,  five  of  vrhom  are 
still  living,  namely :     ( i  )  Mary  A.  was  educated  at 
St.   Rose's   Convent    School,    Meriden,   and   at   the 
Meriden  high  school,  from  which  she  was  graduated, 
and  has  taught  in  the  King  street  school  for  nine 
years.     (2)  Fanny,  educated  at  St.  Rose's  Convent 
School,  Meriden,  is  assistant  matron  at  the  alms- 
house.     (3)   Michael,   (4)  Josephine.  (5)   Maurice. 
(6)  Nettie  and  (7)  Lillie,  died  young.      (8)   Cath- 
erine, (9)   William  Henrv  and  (  10)   Arthur  Bene- 
dict are  at  school.     The  family,  formerly  connected 
with  St.  Rose's  Catholic  Church,  are  now  identified 
with  St.  Joseph's,  and  they  are  counted  among  the 
best, families  in  the  city  associated  therewith.     Mrs. 
O'Brien  and  her  two  eldest  daughters  are  members 
of  the  Catholic  Club,  to  which  Mr.  O'Brien  also  be- 
longs, and  he  holds  membership  besides  in  the  A.  O. 
U.  W.,  at  Meriden  and  in  Boston,  the  Independent 
Order  of  Foresters,  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and 
the  Amaranth  Club.     He  is  a  member  of  the  First 
Building  Association  in  Aleriden. 

IRVING  LUCIUS  HOLT.  The  meaning  of 
the  name  Holt  is  given  as  a  grove  or  small  forest. 
Nicholas  Holt,  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  Irving 
L..  was  born  about  1602,  in  England,  and  was  a 
passenger  on  the  ship  "James,"  of  London,  which 


sailed  from  the  port  of  Southampton  in  April, 
1635,  and  arrived  in  Boston  the  following  June. 
The  same  year  he  located  at  Newbury,  ]Mass.,  of 
which  place  he  was  one  of  the  first  settlers,  and  in 
1644  he  became  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Andover, 
Mass.,  where  he  died  in  1665. 

Nicholas  Holt,  son  of  Nicholas,  was  born  in 
1647,  in  Andover,  where  in  1679  he  married  ^Nlary 
Russell.     He  died  in  Andover  in  171 5. 

Abiel  Holt,  son  of  Nicholas,  was  born  in  1698, 
and  married  (first)  Hannah,  daughter  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  (Geary)  Abbott.  In  1718  he  re- 
moved from  Andover  to  Windham,  Conn.,  where 
they  were  among  the  early  members  of  the  Church, 
and  there  he  died  in  1772. 

Caleb  Holt,  son  of  Abiel,  born  in  Windham. 
Alarch  6,  1729,  married  (first)  Mary  Merrick,  and 
(second)  Chloe  Hatch.  He  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  the  town  of  Willington,  Conn.,  and  was 
a  delegate  to  the  State  convention  called  to  ratifv 
the   Constitution   of  the   United    States. 

Caleb  Holt,  son  of  Caleb,  was  born  in  Willing- 
ton,  in  1759,  and  died  Sept.  8,  1826,  aged  sixty- 
seven  years.  By  his  marriage  with  Sarah  Goodale 
he  was  the  father  of  five  children:  Horace,  Ryal, 
Joshua,  Ralph  and  Julianna.  Caleb  was  a  wealthy 
farmer,  and  gave  each  of  his  sons  a  farm. 

Ryal  Holt,  second  son  of  Caleb  and  Sarah,  was 
born  Dec.  2,  1786,  in  Willington,  where  he  spent 
the  greater  part  of  his  life,  and  died  there  in  1864. 
He  married  Lovina  Lamb,  a  native  of  Vermont, 
whose  father  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
from  the  age  of  sixteen,  as  a  waiter  boy  for 
Gen.  Washington,  continuing  thus  until  the  end 
of  the  war.  Ryal  and  Lovina  Holt  had  seven  sons 
and  five  daughters,  nine  of  whom  spent  their  days 
in  Connecticut,  and  six  of  them  lived  to  exceed 
three-score  and  ten.  All  inherited  robust  constitu- 
tions, and  large  physiques,  were  genial,  handsome 
and  of  ready  wit.  though  practical  and  business- 
like.    All  were  reared  in  the  faith  of  the   Baptist 

[  Church,  although  in  later  years  many  drifted  into 
other  denominations. 

'■  Austin  Holt,  eldest  son  of  Ryal,  was  born  in 
East  Windsor,  Conn.,  Aug.  4,  1810,  and  died  in 
Willimantic  April  13,  1884.  By  his  marriage  with 
Almira  Dimmock  he  had  four  children :  Henry, 
born    in    Rockville    in    1839,    died    in    WilHmantic 

;  April  26,  1873 ''  Parmelia  Louise  was  born  in  Man- 
chester, Conn.,  in  1845;  Jnha  Alice,  born  in  Man- 
chester in  1848,  in  1875  married  Arthur  Carpen- 
ter, of  Wiillimantic,  who  died  April  12,  1898;  and 
George  was  bom  Jan.  16,  1850.  Austin  Holt  was 
a  manufacturer,  living  in  Rockville,  Manchester 
and   Willimantic. 

:  !Marv  L.  Holt,  eldest  daughter  of  Ryal,  was 
born  in  Willington,  Conn.,  March  9,  1812.  and 
died  in  North  Haven,  Conn.,  Aug.  25,  1876.  On 
Oct.  25,  1842,  she  married  Nathan  W.  Brown,  of 
Willington,  and  for  many  years  they  resided  in 
North  Haven,  where  Mr.  Brown  was  station  agent. 
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jlicir  only  daughter.  Mary  J.,  was  born  April  18, 
1S44,  married  Francis  S.  Smith,  of  Xew  Haven, 
and  had  three  children — Laura  Minerva,  born  July 
j~,  1871,  who  died  July  15,  1872:  Sherman  Wood- 
ward, born  Nov.  25.  1873.  who  died  July  11,  1874; 
and  Frances  Sherman,  born  Dec.  8,  1874. 

Otis  Holt,  second  son  of  Ryal,  was  born  in 
VVillington,  Dec.  13,  1S13.  and  died  in  Rockville, 
May  10,  1857.  He  married  Clarissa  Allen,  of  \'er- 
non,  Conn.,  and  they  had  three  children :  Rhoda, 
born  Aug.  9,  1840,  married  Origin  Dodge,  ]\Iay 
12,  1866,  and  died  at  Mansfield,  Conn.,  April  7, 
1872.  Roland,  born  July  10,  1846,  died  June  17, 
1873;  he  served  in  the  Civil  war.  Horace  Win- 
slow,  born  June  20,  1853,  married  Xov.  29,  1883, 
Ellen  Slattery,  of  Xorthampton,  Mass.,  and  their 
only  child,  Hazel  May,  was  born  in  Rockville,  Dec. 
24,  1884.     He  is  a  gardener  by  occupation. 

Almira  Holt,  second  daughter  of  Ryal,  was 
born  Aug.  5,  181 5.  at  Willington.  Conn.,' married 
Harvey  Lyman,  of  Andover  in  1841,  and  died  in 
Andover  April  14,  1889.  They  had  four  children: 
Julia  and  Llewellyn  died  in  childhood.  Julius 
Austin  was  born  Aug.  14,  1849,  married  Edna 
Curtis  in  1881,  and  their  only  child  died  infancy. 
Clark  Lyman  was  born  June  6,   1855. 

Qark  Holt,  third  son  of  Ryal,  was  born  in 
Willington  Oct.  6,  1817,  and  in  1841  married  Mary 
A.  Winchell,  daughter  of  Chauncy  and  Mary  Vi- 
bert  Winchell.  of  Rockville.  Their  only  son,  Gren- 
ville,  died  in  infancy.  Clark  Holt  died  in  Man- 
chester July  22,  1888. 

Sarah  G.  Holt,  third  daughter  of  Ryal,  was 
born  Nov.  6,  1819,  at  Willington,  and  died  at 
Mansfield,  Oct.  6.  1890.  She  married  Abel  John- 
son, of  Willington,  and  they  had  five  children: 
(i)  Legrand,  born  in  1844,  married  Louisa  Plan- 
ning, of  Willington,  April  5,  1866.  (2)  Elisha, 
born  Aug.  25,  1S45.  '^^^'^'  J'-'l'^"  ^3'  1863;  he  served 
in  the  Civil  war  as  a  member  of  Company  D,  14th 
Conn.  V.  I.  (3)  Frederick  E.,  born  June  5,  1847, 
married  Bessie  Fisk  Sept.  10,  1874,  and  on  June 
10,  1885,  for  his  second  wife,  wedded  Emma 
Jacques,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  he  is  a  physician  at 
Mansfield  Depot.  (4)  Grace,  only  daughter  of 
Abel  and  Sarah  G.  (  Holt )  Johnson,  was  born  in 
Willington,  Aug.  i,  1852.  and  in  1876  married  R. 
Rogers  Frisbie,  of  New  Haven,  who  died  in  1882; 
their  only  son,  William,  was  born  Sept.  11,  1877. 
For  her  second  husband  she  married  George  A. 
Huntington,  of  Mansfield,  on  Sept.  11,  1889;  their 
home  is  in  Sharon.  Mass.  (5)  Truman  was  born 
in  Willington  in  1854  and  married  Jennie  A.  Bix- 
by,  who  was  born  in  Burmah,  India,  in  1855,  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  Moses  Bixby,  of  Providence,  R. 
L     Truman  Johnson  is  a  missionary  to  Burmah. 

Amirett    Holt,    fourth    daughter   of    Ryal,    was 
born  Oct.   21,    1821,   at   Willington,   and   on    Nov. 
20,    1840,    married    Otis    Freeman,    of    Mansfield, 
where  they  first  resided,  later  moving  to  Hartford, 
and  still  later  to  Southern  Illinois.     Thev  had  four 


children:  Eugenia,  born  in  1841,  who  died  April 
2,  1872,  was  a  teacher  of  mathematics  in  the  Chi- 
cago schools.  Mary  ].,  born  in  1844,  died  Jan.  15, 
1853.  Fred,  born  in  1846,  died  the  same  year. 
Edwin,  born  in  1851,  in  1S82  married  Isabella 
Hooker,  of  Murphysborough,  Illinois. 

Elijah  Holt,  fourth  son  of  Ryal,  was  lx5rn  in 
Willington  Nov.  6,  1823,  and  died  an  Rockville 
March  ij,  1896.  aged  .seventy-two  years.  His  first 
wife  was  Nancy  L.  Harwood,  daughter  of  Eben- 
ezer  and  Minerva  (Dimmock)  Harwood,  of  Crys- 
tal Lake,  Conn.,  and  they  had  two  sons,  Grenville 
E.  and  Irving  Lucius.  The  former  was  born  in 
Manchester  March  6,  1847,  married  Isabella  Jack- 
son, of  Shelton,  Conn.,  and  has  two  sons,  Irving 
Lines  and  Clifton  Jackson.  Grenville  E.  Holt  ds 
superintendent  of  the  Seth  Thomas  clock  factory, 
at  Thomaston. 

Caleb _Holt.  fifth  son  of  Ryal.  was  born  in  Wil- 
lington in  1826,  was  a  merchant,  and  died  in  Prov- 
idence, R.  I.  He  married  Elizabeth  Coggshall,  and 
had  two  sons,  Warren  H.  and  Frederick. 

Ryal  Gilbert  Holt,  seventh  son  of  Ryal,  was 
born  in  Willington  in  1830,  and  died  at  Rockville' 
July  15.  1891.  In  1852  he  married  Eliza  Matson, 
of  Windsorville,  Conn.,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
manufacturing,  and  they  had  two  sons,  Frank  L. 
and  Charles  H. 

Ann  Eliza  Holt,  youngest  daughter  of  Rval 
was  bom  in  South  Coventry,  Conn.,  Oct.  31,  1832. 
In  1856  she  married  Chauncy  Hibbard,  of  Rock- 
ville, who  died  in  1856.  In  1862  she  married 
George  P.  Lines,  who  died  June  10,  1874. 

Ryal  and  Lovina  (Lamb)  Holt  had  twelve  chil- 
dren, thirty-one  grandchildren,  eighteen  great- 
grandchildren, and  two  great-great-grandchildren. 

Irving  Lucius  Holt,  second  son  of  Elijah  and 
Nancy  L.  Harwood  Holt,  was  born  in  Somers,  Conn., 
Sept.  5,  185 1.  A  ripe  student,  and  a  thorough  man 
of  business,  Mr.  Holt  well  represents  the  honorable 
family  from  which  he  springs.  During  his  early 
years  he  worked  a  short  period  in  the  Glasgow 
thread  mill,  but  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  time 
in  school,  going  from  Williston  Seminary,  in  East 
Hampton,  }^Iass.,  to  }*[eriden,  while  still  a  youth, 
to  teach  his  first  school  at  South  Manchester.  His 
parents  had  removed  to  IMeriden,  and  he  returned 
there,  and  was  engaged  as  a  teacher  in  the  State 
Reform  School,  remaining  in  charge  for  two  and 
one-half  years.  His  aim  was  to  save  enough  to 
enalile  him  to  take  a  course  in  the  Sheffield  Scien- 
tific School,  of  Yale,  and  in  this  he  was  successful, 
completing  his  course  with  honor. 

Upon  his  return  to  Meriden,  Mr.  Holt  was 
called  to  the  Prattsville  school,  as  principal,  and 
there  he  taught  until,  a  year  later,  he  entered  the 
office  of  the  ^leriden  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  as  assistant 
secretary.  He  spent  nineteen  busy  years  in  that 
employ,  and  when  the  company  went  out  of  busi- 
ness associated  himself  with  F.  .V.  Stevens  in  the 
formation  of  the  firm  of  Holt  &  Stevens,  general 
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insurance  agents,  who  represent  the  following 
named  insurance  companies:  Agricultural  Co.,  of 
Watertown,  X.  Y. ;  American  Co.,  of  Newark,  N. 
J. ;  American  Co.,  of  Boston,  Mass. :  American  Co., 
of  Xew  York ;  British-American  Assurance  Co., 
of  Toronto ;  Capital  Co.,  of  Concord,  X.  H. ;  Con- 
tinental Co.,  of  X.  Y. ;  Fire  Association,  of  Phila- 
delphia;  Firemen's  Co.,  of  Xewark,  X.  J.;  Fire- 
men's Fund  Co.,  of  San  Francisco,  Cal. ;  Franklin 
Co.,  of  Philadelphia;  German-American  Co.,  of 
New  York;  Girard  Co.,  of  Philadelphia;  Granite 
State  Co.,  of  Portsmouth,  X.  H. ;  Greenwich  Co., 
of  X"ew  York;  Hamburg-Bremen  Co.,  of  Germany; 
Holyoke  Mutual  Co.,  of  Salem,  ]Mass. ;  London  and 
Lancashire  Co.,  England ;  Liverpool  &  London  & 
Globe  Co.,  of  England ;  Magdeburg  Fire  Co.,  of 
Germany;  Manchester  Assurance  Co.,  of  England; 
Merchants'  Co.,  of  Xewark,  X.  J. ;  Xew  London 
County  Mutual,  of  Xorwich,  Conn. ;  Xew  York 
Cnderwriters'  Agency,  of  Xew  York ;  Xiagara  Co., 
of  Xew  York;  X'orthern  Assurance  Co.,  of  Eng- 
land; X'orth  British  &  ^Mercantile  Co.,  of  England; 
Norwalk  Co.,  of  X'orwalk,  Conn. ;  Phoenix  Co.,  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  Royal  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  Eng- 
land'; Security  Co.,  of  Xew  Haven.  Conn.;  Spring- 
iield  F.  &  ^L  Co.,  of  Springfield,  Mass. ;  Western 
Assurance  Co.,  of  Toronto,  Canada;  Westchester 
Co.,  of  X'ew  York;  and  Fire  Co.,  county  of  Phila- 
delphia. The  firm  also  represents  the  X'^orthwest- 
€rn   Life   C,   of    Alilwaukee;    the '-Etna    Life   and 

'  Accident   Cos.,  of    Hartford,    Conn. :    the    United 
States  Fidelity  &  Guaranty  Co.,  of  Baltimore;  and 

-the  X^ew  York  Plate  Glass  Co.,  of  Xew  York. 

In  political  life  Mr.  Holt  is  a  stanch  Republi- 
can, and  from  1888  to  1892  was  chairman  of  the 
Republican  town  committee ;  was  registrar  of  vot- 
ers for  one  year ;  and  in  1893  was  elected  tax  col- 
lector for  the  town  of  Meriden,  and  for  the  past 
eight  years  has  been  re-elected.  During  this  time 
he  has  collected  over  one  million  dollars  for  the 
town.  In  religious  views  his  ambition  has  always 
been  to  liVe  up  to  the  Golden  Rule,  and  he  has  won 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  connected  with  Aleridian  Lodge,  Xo. 
yy,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  St.  Elmo  Commanderv,  Xo. 
9,  K.  T. 

On  Aug.  II,  1875,  -^I''-  Holt  was  married  in 
Meriden  to  Ella  M.  Rice,  a  lady  of  the  highest 
culture  and  refinement.  Two  children  have  come 
to  this  union  :  Harry  H.,  born  May  28,  1876.  a 
graduate  of  the  ^Meriden  high  school,  who  is  now 
with  his  father  in  the  insurance  business ;  and 
Ralph  G.,  who  died  in  infancy. 

The  Rice  Family,  of  which  Mrs.  Irving  L, 
Holt,  of  Meriden,  is  a  descendant,  is  one  of  the 
oldest  in  Connecticut.  The  original  spelling  of  the 
name  was  Royce,  and  the  founder  of  the  family  in 

\  America  was  Robert  Royce,  who  came  from  Eng- 
land and  was  in  Stafford  in  1644. 

Samuel  Royce  (as  the  name  was  then  written), 
the  progenitor  of  the  family  in  X'ew  Haven  county. 


was  a  son  of  Robert  Royce,  who  died  lin  Xew  Lon- 
don in  1676.  Robert  Ro)ce  was  made  a  freeman 
in  1634,  in  Boston.  Before  1650  and  until  1657 
he  is  known  to  have  been  in  Stratford,  Conn.  He 
removed  to  Xew  London,  where  in  1660  he  was 
constable — a  very  important  position  at  that  time. 
X'one  of  his  sons  remained  in  Xew  London.  His 
son  Samuel  settled  ^\^ith  his  sons  in  Wallingford, 
and  they  were  among  the  first  families  of  what  is 
known  as  the  Xew  Colony. 

Samuel  Royce  settled  in  Wallingford  in 
1672,  married  Sarah  Baldwin,  and^  later  Hannah 
Benedict,  who  died  Jan.  12,  1761,  at  the  age  of 
ninety  years.  His  death  took  place  in  Meriden, 
May  14,  1757.  He  was  made  a  deacon  of  the 
church  in  ^ileriden  when  it  was  organized,  Dec. 
14,  1729.  His  children  were:  Abigail,  who  mar- 
ried Joseph  Cole:  Prudence,  born  in  1680;  De- 
borah, who  married  Thomas  Mix :  Isaac,  born  in 
1688;  Ebenezer,  born  in  1690;  Xathaniel,  born  in 
1692;  John,  born  in  1694;  Mary,  born  in  1695; 
Jacob,  Ixirn  in  1697,  who  married  Thankful,  daugh- 
ter of  ]\Ioses  Beach ;  Hannah,  born  in  1699,  ^^'ho 
married  John  Ives ;  Ezekiel,  who  married  x\nna 
Merwin :  Samuel,  who  married  Martha  Moss,  and 
settled  in  Cheshire;  Abel,  born  in  1700;  Benja- 
min, born  May  23,  1705,  who  married  Mindwell 
Rice;  Mehitable;  and  Ebenezer,  who  died  Oct. 
18,   1752,  in  Meriden. 

Benjamin  Rice,  son  of  Deacon  Samuel,  was 
bom  m  Wallingford,  was  a  clerk  in  the  mines, 
and  spent  his  life  in  that  locality,  dying  in  January, 
1758.  To  his  marriage  with  Mindwell  Royce  or 
Rice,  a  relative,  came  two  children,  Benjamin  and 
Solomon.  She  was  born  Oct.  12,  1703,  and  died 
May   13,  1776. 

Benjamin  Rice,  son  of  Benjamin,  was  born 
April  I,  1730,  and  married,  April  15,  1755,  Phebe 
Halsey,  of  Long  Island,  who  died  June  13,  1776. 
He  passed  away  in  February,  1777.  Their  chil- 
dren were;  Phebe;  Benjamin:  Halsey;  Isaac; 
Halsey  (2):  Ellizabeth,  who  married  >s'athaniel 
Stevens,  of  Xorfolk ;  Silas  :  and  Levi.  Benjamin 
was  a  private  at  the  Lexington  Alarm,  under  Capt. 
John  Couch. 

Silas  Rice,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Holt,  was 
born  Oct.  19,  1770,  and  was  a  farmer  all  his  life. 
In  1796  he  bought  the  farm  now  owned  bv  Will- 
iam Benjamin,  son  of  Benjamin  Rice,  in  Meriden, 
and  there  he  died,  in  1852,  and  was  buried  in  the 
East  cemetery.  Silas  Rice  was  a  deacon  in  the 
Center  Congregational  Church  of  Meriden  and  a 
member  of  the  Washington  Benevolent  Society. 
His  fwlitical  views  made  him  a  stanch  Whig.  His 
first  marriage,  on  Aug.  4,  1796,  was  to  Ruth  Cur- 
tis, a  siister  of  Alfred  Curtis,  of  Meriden,  and  the 
children  of  this  union  were :  Almira,  born  May 
24,  1797,  married  Aver>-  Hough:  Phebe,  born  Feb. 
23,  1799,  died  Aug.  13,  1799.  The  mother  died 
March  30,  1801.  The  second  marriage  was  March 
18,    1802,   in   Meriden,   to  Rebecca  Hubbard,   who 
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was  born  Xov.  25,  1783,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Jano  Hubbard,  and  died  in  February,  1855.  Thir- 
teen cliildren  came  to  this  marriage,  vliz. :  ( i ) 
Kmh  Curtis,  born  Oct.  14,  1803,  married  Lyman 
] lough.  (2)  Jane,  born  July  i,  1805,  died  Feb. 
13,  1824.  (3)  Silas,  born  June  29,  1807,  died  the 
s,2nie  day.  (4)  Mary,  born  March  9,  1809,  mar- 
ried Joel  Hough,  of  Uallingford.  (5)  Silas  Hub- 
bard, born  April  5,  181 1,  married  Fanny  Brooks, 
of  Chatham,  and  they  had  three  children — Levi 
Woodley  (born  July  2,  1837),  Mary  Ameret  (Sept. 
23,  1841),  and  John  \V.  (March  8,  1844).  (6j 
Phebe  Rebecca,  born  Sept.  9,  1812,  died  July  30, 
1814.  (7)  Henry,  born  Xov.  20,  1814,  married 
Emily  Lane.  (8)  Joseph,  born  March  29,  18 17, 
died  March  30,  1817.  (9)  Benjamin  Halsey,  born 
June  20,  1818,  married  Alary  Ann  Bradley,  and 
for  his  second  wife,  Mrs.  Abigail  Cecelia  (Har- 
vey) Smith,  who  was  born  in  Durham,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Asahel  Harvey ;  she  is  living  with  her  family 
on  the  farm,  where  Mr.  Halsey 's  death  occurred 
June  25,  1898.  (10)  Emily  Rebecca,  bom  Sept. 
16,  1820,  married  Samuel  A.  Tuttle,  of  Cheshire. 
(11)  Hinsdale  Silliman,  the  father  of  Airs.  Flolt, 
is  mentioned  below.  (12)  Elizabeth  Jane,  bom 
Aug.  31,  1S25,  died  April  13.  1842.  (13)  Samuel 
Atwatcr,  born  Jan.  26,  1828,  married  Mary  L. 
\\'etli(.rcll,   of   Canaan,    Connecticut. 

Hinsdale  Silliman  Rice  was  born 
1823,  and  first  married  Xancy  Munson, 
Ington,  wlio  died  in  February,  1855,  the  mother  of 
two  cliildren :  Ella  Maria,  Airs.  Holt,  born  Oct. 
31,  1851  ;  and  Emma  Jane,  who  died  Xov.  i,  1854. 
For  his  second  wife  Air.  Rice  married  Sarah  Gay- 
lord,  now  a  resident  of  Aleriden,  and  an  aunt  of 
Dr.  Gay  lord,  of  Branford.  There  were  no  chil- 
dren by  this  union.  Hinsdale  S.  Rice  died  Oct. 
26,  1887. 

SUMNER  C.  REILLY,  the  efficient  superin- 
tendent of  the  AI.  Seward  &  Sons  Co.,  of  New  Hav- 
en, for  many  years  has  been  a  skilled  machinist,  and 
has  held  various  positions  of  responsibility.  His 
birth  occurred  in  Deansville,  Oneida  Co.,  New 
York. 

John  S.  and  Harriet  (Green)  Reilly,  the  parents 
of  Sumner  C,  were  natives  of  Rhode  Island,  and  the 
fomicr  died  while  his  children  were  still  small.  The 
latter  was  a  daughter  of  Xathan  Green,  a  direct  de- 
scendant of  Gen.  Green,  of  Revolutionary  fame,  W'ho 
also  came  to  Oneida  county  from  Rhode  Island  and 
engaged  in  stove  making,  later  in  farming.  Airs. 
iveuiy  survived  until  1901.  Her  nine  children  were: 
.Kihn  S. ;  Sumner  C. ;  Nathan  :  Thomas  ;  Frank  ; 
F.<lward:  Kate,  who  married  Frank  Huntlev,  and 
lives  in  Binghamton,  Xew  York ;  Alpha,  who  mar- 
ru-d  Heiirv  Sliermerhorn.  and  lives  in  Ca.'thage,  X. 
» . :  and  Nellie,  who  married  Judge  Joseph  Losfan, 
of  Cleveland.  Ohio. 

Sumner  C.  Reilly  was  reared  in  Clayville,  N, 
1 .,   and   while   still   a   youth   became   interested   in 


machinery,  all  of  his  brothers  also  becoming  ma- 
chinists. His  trade  was  learned  in  the  works  of  S. 
A.  Melard,  manufacturer  of  edge  tools,  etc.,  and  he 
remained  with  that  house  six  years,  becoming  thor-j 
oughly  instructed  in  every  branch  and  detail  of  the; 
business.  Then  he  went  to  Ilion,  X.  Y.,  and  there 
took  a  contract  in  the  Remington  gun  shop,  where 
he  remained  several  years,  going  from  there  to  Bing- 
hamton, where  he  became  superintendent  of  the 
Bowles  Tool  Co.  In  this  responsible  position  he 
continued  for  ten  years,  and  from  that  great  estab- 
lishment went  to  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  and  built  there 
the  works  for  the  Terre  Haute  Shovel  &  Tool  Co.,  re- 
maining as  superintendent  for  three  years.  In  1891 
he  came  to  Xew  Haven  and  took  his  present  re- 
sponsible position. 

Air.  Reilly  was  married  on  May  7,  1878,  to  Aliss 

Celia  Cochran,  who  was  born  in  Chadwick  Alills,  N. 

Y.,  daughter  of  Robert  Cochran,  a  manufacturer  of 

I  cotton  goods,  formerly  a  resident  of  England.     Onej 

child  was  born  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Reilly,  Edith  Lila.     } 

In  politics  Air.  Reilly  upholds  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  socially  he  is  a  member! 
of  Ottsengino  Lodge,  x\.  F.  &  A.  AL,  of  Bingham-! 
ton,  X.  Y.,  belonging  also  to  the  Chapter  and  Con- 
sistory. As  an  energetic  and  successful  man  of 
business  and  an  honorable  and  upright  citizen.  Air. 
Reilly  enjoys  the  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  comes 
in  contact,  both  in  public  and  in  private  life. 

ROBERT  LUTZ  takes  a  leading  position  among 
the  prominent  and  substantial  business  men  of  X"evv 
Haven,  being  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  city's 
representative  dealers  in  meats,  groceries  and  pro- 
visions. His  location  at  Howard  avenue  and  First 
street  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
city,  while  the  equipment  of  his  store  is  second  to 
none  in  X'^ew  Haven. 

Robert  Lutz  is  a  native  of  the  city,  born  June 
13,  i860,  son  of  George  Lutz,  who  was  a  native  of 
Germany.  The  latter  came  to  New  Haven  when 
he  was  a  young  man,  and  followed  the  trade  of 
springmaker.  His  wife  was  also  of  German  birth, 
and  they  reared  four  children,  all  of  whom  were 
born  and  still  reside  in  X^ew  Haven,  namely:  George, 
who  is  a  grocer  in  the  city ;  Alinnie,  who  married 
George  Alacheleidt ;  Fred,  who  is  a  merchant  in 
X^ew  Haven  ;  and  Robert,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
The  mother  died  in  Xew  Haven  in  1889.  The 
father  was  a  Democrat  in  political  attachment,  and 
served  as  a  member  of  the  city  council.  He  died 
June  12,  1900.  Both  parents  belonged  to  the  Ger- 
man Lutheran  Church. 

Robert  Lutz  had  little  financial  assistance  when 
he  started  out  in  his  business  career,  but  he  had 
been  afforded  excellent  educational  advantages.  Af- 
ter completing  the  course  in  the  Webster  school  he 
attended  Yale  Business  College,  and  then  took  a 
clerical  position  with  Glason  Hall,  in  the  meat  busi- 
ness. Air.  Lutz  remained  with  Air.  Hall  for  eleven 
years,  at  the  end  of  this  period  embarking  intelli- 


766 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


gently  in  the  business  for  himself,  opening  up  a 
store  on  Crown  street,  between  Church  and  Temple 
streets.  After  occupying  that  location  for  eleven 
years  he  came  to  his  present  site,  on  the  corner  of 
First  street  and  Howard  avenue,  and  in  1896  built 
his  brick  block  at  that  location,  which  continues  to 
be  one  of  the  most  ornamental  structures  in  that  part 
of  the  city,  reflecting  credit  upon  owner  and  archi- 
tect. In  his  business  affairs  Mr.  Lutz  has  been  un- 
usually successful,  and  he  has  the  satisfaction  of 
realizing  that  his  prosperity  has  come  through  his 
own  efforts.  He  is  noted  for  his  honesty  and  up- 
rightness, dealing  justly  by  everyone.  He  is  well- 
known  in  Xew  Haven,  and  has  as  large  a  circle  of 
personal  friends  as  business  ones,  all  of  whom  re- 
gard him  with  feelings  of  high  esteem. 

On  Jan.  28,  1886,  ]Mr.  Lutz  was  married  to  Miss 
Irene  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Wilton,  Conn.,  daugh- 
ter of  William  Smith,  who  died  when  she  was  a 
j      child.     No  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
I      Lutz.  I 

j  In  politics   ]Mr.   Lutz    formerly  voted   with   the 

;      Democratic   party,   but   is   now   independent.     Fra- 
ternally he  is  connected  with  Rock  Lodge,  Xo.  92. 
F.  &  A.  AL,  and  Germania  Lodge,  Xo.  78,^L  O.  O.  ¥. 
Mr.  Lutz  indulges  his  love  of  fine  horses,  and 
i      in  his  stables  are  usually  some  excellent  animals. 

I  JARED   AT  WATER    (deceased)    was   one  of 

,  the  honored  and  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Ham- 
den,  X'ew  Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  and  was  prominently 
identified  with  its  agricultural  interests.  He  was 
a  native  of  that  town,  born  near  ]\It.  Carmel  in 
1779,  a  son  of  Samuel  Atwater,  and  grandson  of 

f^^  Samuel    Atwater,    Sr.,    both    natives    of    Hamden. 

i  Throughout  life  our  subject  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of   farming   with  marked   success,  and  made 

;     his  home  (in  Hamden. 

On  Oct.  28,  1807,  Mr.  Atwater  married  Lucy 
Hall,  of  Wallingford,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Hezekiah 
Hall,  and  to  them  were  born  seven  children,  name-    ! 

'     ly:     Harriet,  born  Aug.   18,  1808,  died  March  18,    j 
1883;  Laura,  born  Dec.  5.  1810,  married  Edmund 
Bradley,   and   died    in    February,    1899;    Ruth    D., 
born  April.  11,   i8r2,  married  Leverett  Hotchkiss, 
and  died  in  July,  1835  :  Jared,  born  Oct.  2.  1814,  died 
July    16,    1900;    Elizabeth,    born    Sept.    23,    1816, 
died  w-hen  four  weeks  old;  Mary,  born  July  7,  1819, 
died   April   24,    1838;   and    Betsey,   born   Aug.   22, 
1821,  is  mentioned  below.     Mr.  Atwater  died  Oct. 
13,  1850,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years,  his  wife 
Aug.  30,   1870,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight.     Both    ! 
were  earnest  and  consistent  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  were  held  in  high  regard 

'  by  all  who  knew  them.  In  all  the  relations  of  life 
Mr.  Atwater  was  found  true  to  every  trust  re- 
posed in  him,  and  his  life  was  such  as  to  command 
the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  con- 
tact. 

On  Jan.  13,  1849.  ^I'ss  Betsey  Atwater  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Charles  G.  Atwater,  who 


died  April  4,  1874.  Soon  after  their  marriage  they 
located  upon  the  farm  in  Hamden  where  she  now 
resides,  and  where  he  was  successfully  engaged  in 
the  occupation  of  farmling  throughout  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  also  operated  a  stone  quarry,  and 
in  all  his  undertakings  prospered.  He  was  an 
industrious,  energetic  and  progressive  man,  was  of 
a  kindly,  generous  disposition,  and  was  an  active 
member  of  what  was  then  Chapel  Street  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  X'ew  Haven.  He  died  at  the  age 
of  fifty-two  years,  honored  and  respected  by  all 
who  knew  hiim.  Mrs.  Atwater  was  again  married, 
in  1 88 1,  her  second  union  being  with  Samuel  A. 
Baldwin,  a  native  of  Xew  York  State  and  a  car- 
penter by  trade,  who  died  in  X'ovember,  1893.  For 
many  years  Mrs.  Baldwin  has  been  a  devout  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  is  a  most 
estimable  lady,  who  has  a  large  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances  who  appreciate  her  sterling 
worth. 

DOOLITTLE.  The  branch  of  this  family  now 
at  Aleriden,  of  which  Hon.  Edgar  J.  Doolittle,  for 
nearly  forty  years  a  leading  citizen  and  prominent 
business  man  and  manufacturer  of  that  city,  is  now 
the  head,  and  whose  father,  Rev.  Edgar  J.  Doolittle. 
identified  through  a  long  and  useful  life  with  the 
religious  and  social  life  of  this  community,  was  a 
most  striking  character,  has  descended  from  an  an- 
cestry older  in  this  locality  than  the  city  and  county 
of  Xew  Haven. 

Abraham  Doolittle,  understood  to  be  the  emi- 
grant ancestor  of  all  the  Doolittles  in  this  part  of 
the  world,  came  from  England  about  the  year  1640. 
In  1644  ho  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  Colony  and 
acted  as  an  executive  officer  at  X'ew  Haven,  and 
had  to  do  with  the  first  organization  of  the  town  of 
Wallingford.  In  that  region  the  Doolittle  name  for 
several  generations  was  not  an  uncommon  one. 

The  late  Rev.  Edgar  J.  Doolittle,  before  men- 
tioned, was  a  descendant  of  Abraham  Doolittle,  and 
was  born  Oct.  19,  1810,  in  Xew  Haven,  son  of 
Jared  and  .Vnna  (Jones)  Doolittle.  Liberally  edu- 
cated, he  was  a  graduate  of  Yale,  in  the  class  of 
1836.  and  became  a  clergyman  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  where  his  scholarly  abilities,  his  rare  spirit- 
ual fervor  and  devotion,  and  his  transparent  char- 
acter, gave  him  large  influence  over  the  lives  and 
hearts  of  the  faithful  of  that  communion,  entitling 
him  also  to  a  leading  position  in  the  community 
where  he  dwelt.  From  May  18,  1842,  to  Dec.  14, 
1852,  he  was  the  settled  pastor  of  the  First  Church 
in  Hebron.  From  Hebron  he  was  installed  over 
the  church  in  Chester,  where  as  stated  supply  and 
settled  pastor  he  served  thirteen  years.  The  clos- 
ing years  of  his  life  were  passed"  at  Wallingford, 
where  his  kindly  disposition,  old-fashioned  courtesy 
and  high  character  commanded  the  respect  and  love 
of  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

Mr.  Doolittle  was  married  in  1842  to  Jane  E. 
Sage,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Harriet  (Sage)  Sage, 
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ot  Midcllctown.  The  Sage  family  is  an  old  one  in 
Xcw  England,  and  descends  from  David  Sage,  who 
\\as  born  in  Wales  in  1639,  and  came  to  Middle- 
jKwn  in  1652.  He  was  twice  married,  and  became 
liie  father  of  eight  children,  ^lany  of  his  de- 
>ci.'ndants  in  the  intervening  generations  occupied 
i)roniinent  positions  in  the  community,  and  were  peo- 
ple of  marked  ability.  Capt.  William  Sage  was  a 
.sDldier  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  fought  in 
the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  To  this  family  belongs 
Russell  Sage,  the  noted  tinancier  of  New  York  City. 
To  Rev.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doolittle  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing family:  (1)  Edgar  Sage,  born  July  11, 
1S43,  died  May  10,  1844;  (2)  Edgar  J.,  Jr.,  was 
born  Jan.  29,  1845;  (3)  Isaac  Sage,  born  Jan.  26, 
1847,  died  when  a  young  man;  (4)  Henry  Xathan- 
K'l  was  born  Jan.  11,  1849;  (5'  Annis  2\Ierrill,  born 
March  12,  1851,  died  Nov.  23,  1872;  (6)  Harriet 
Anna,  born  April  i,  1856,  died  ]\Iay  8,  1857;  (7) 
Jane  Elizabeth  was  born  Dec.  i,  1859;  (8)  Orrin 
Sage  was  born  Dec.  29,   1863. 

Edgar  J.  Doolittle,  of  Meriden,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Hebron,  Conn.,  and  received  a  good 
education  in  the  common  schools  and  in  the  Guil- 
ford Institute,  then  in  charge  of  Prof.  Eli  ^lack, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1861.  Mr.  Doo- 
Intlc  began  his  business  career,  in  which  he  has  risen 
to  eminence  in  the  commercial  world,  as  a  manu- 
I'acturer  of  boxes.  Aleriden  is  known  the  world 
•  iVer  for  the  excellence  of  its  manufactured  goods, 
and  the  outjait  of  Mr.  Doolittle's  establishment  is  of 
tile  very  highest  grade.  The  Doolittle  box  factory  is 
finely  located  on  Camp  Street,  and  has  a  railroad 
frontage  of  three  hundred  feet.  It  has  the  latest 
machinery,  and  its  capacity  is  equal  to  any  demand 
that  may  be  made  upon  it.  The  best  of  workmen 
are  employed,  and  every  varietv  of  paper  boxes  pro- 
<luced,  from  the  cheapest  patterns,  to  hold  the  rough- 
est goods,  to  the  finest  boxes,  lined  with  silk,  satin 
and  plush,  and  used  in  the  packing  of  silver  and 
bronze  art  goods.  Large  quantities  of  gold,  silver 
and  embossed  paper  are  used,  and  the  range  of 
selection  is  so  wide  that  universal  satisfaction  is 
given  the  trading  public.  ]Mr.  Doolittle  is  one  of 
the  most  prominent  business  men  of  the  city,  and 
holds  many  notable  and  responsible  positions,  includ- 
ing those  of  director  and  vice-president  of  the  Home 
National  Bank,  director  of  the  Meriden  Gas  Light 
Co.,  secretarv  of  the  ]^Ieriden  Hospital,  and  trustee 
in  the  Meriden  Savings  Bank.  He  is  largely  in- 
terested in  manv  of  the  local  industries.  Mr.  Doo- 
little is  a  man  universallv  trusted  and  admired,  and 
has  many  times  received  honors  political  and  social 
at  the  hands  of  his  fellow  townsmen,  and  in  the 
several  positions  to  which  he  has  been  called  he  has 
l)roven  himself — by  his  fidelity,  ability  and  public 
spirit — richly  worthy  of  the  honor.  Five  times 
chosen  mayor  of  ^leriden,  he  was  unanimously  nom- 
inated for  a  sixth  term,  but  declined  to  accept  it. 
His  fifth  term  as  mayor  closed  Jan.  3.  1887,  in 
which   year   he   was   elected   to   the   State   Senate, 


where  he  served  with  distinction  and  ability.  Mr. 
Doolittle  is  a  prominent  ]\Iason,  a  Knight  Templar, 
and  has  risen  to  the  thirty-second  degree,  being  a 
Mvstic  Shriner. 

» 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  Doolittle  hav- 
ing been  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution,  that  gentleman 
has  taken  advantage  of  his  right  and  belongs  to  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  This  privilege 
also  comes  to  him  from  his  maternal-  grandfather, 
Capt.  Sage,  who  is  noted  above  as  taking  part  in 
the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 

Mr.  Doolittle  was  married,  Xov.  13,  1867,  to 
]\Iartha  W.,  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  (Warn- 
er) Couch,  of  Meriden,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Dorothy.  ■  . 

CONRAD  WEISS,  one  of  the  progressive,  en- 
terprising and  successful  business  men  of  New  Hav- 
en, who,  since  1899,  has  been  the  popular  and  use- 
ful alderman  of  the  Sixth  ward,  is  of  German 
birth  and  ancestry. 

The  birth  of  Mr.  Weiss  occurred  in  Bavaria, 
Germany,  in  the  town  of  Nuremberg,  March  21, 
1864.  His  parents  were  George  and  Mary  (Kop- 
mann)  Weiss,  neither  of  whom  ever  came  to  Amer- 
ica ;  the  former  was  a  merchant  in  the  historic  old 
city  of  his  birth.  The  five  children  born  to  George 
Weiss  and  wife  were :  Conrad,  John,  Frederick, 
William  and  Francis,  of  whom,  John  is  a  baker  in 
Bavaria ;  two  of  the  sons  are  with  their  father  in 
his  business ;  and  two  others  are  serving  in  the 
German  army,  Conrad  being  the  only  one  who  has 
established  himself  in  the  L'nited  States. 

L'ntil  he  was  seventeen  years  old,  Conrad  Weiss 
remained  with  his  father  as  a  clerk  in  the  store, 
but  he  was  an  ambitious  youth  and  longed  for  wider 
opportunities,  this  resulting  in  his  arrival  in  Amer- 
ica in  1882.  His  first  location  was  at  ]^Iilltown,  N. 
J.,  where  he  found  work  in  a  rubber  factory  for 
some  two  years,  and  then  remained  for  the  follow- 
ing two  years  in  a  town  in  Long  Island,  engaged  in 
the  same  kind  of  work,  coming  to  N^ew  Haven  in 
1886.  Here  he  entered  the  Candee  Rubber  factory, 
remaining  two  years,  and  then  for  the  following 
three  years  clerked  for  Otto  Dietter. 

This  was  all  a  preparation  for  a  business  career 
for  himself,  and  on  Jan.  i,  1891,  he  opened  up  a 
stock  of  groceries  and  meats,  at  No.  4S5  Chapel 
street,  where  ever  since  he  has  done  a  flourishing 
business,  the  excellence  of  his  goods  securing  the 
best  trade  in  the  city  in  his  vicinity. 

On  June  26,  1891,  Mr.  Weiss  was  married  to 
Miss  Anna  Kapitzke.  who  was  born  in  New  Haven, 
a  daughter  of  August  Kapitzke,  a  native  of  Berlin, 
Germany,  and  two  children  have  been  born  of  this 
union:  George  M.  and  Florence  M.  They  reside 
in  their  home  at  No.  501  Chapel  Street. 

As  a  Democratic  politician,  ^Ir.  Weiss  has  been 
very  active,  and  in  1899  was  elected  alderman  of 
the  Sixth  ward,  which  he  is  faithfully  serving.  One 
of  his  measures  which  he  has  strongly  advocated  in 
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the  city  council  is  the  wharfage  law,  by  which  the 
citv  shall  own  all  citv  wharfao-e  risrhts,  and  which 
has  the  support  ot  the  business  men,  irrespective  of 
party.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Weiss  is  a  member  of  Hum- 
boldt Lodge,  Xo.  91,  1.  O.  O.  F.;  "Aurora  Encamp- 
ment; and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Retail  JJutchers 
and  Grocers  Association ;  the  United  Order  of  Good 
Fellows ;  and  with  insurance  companies,  he  has 
policies  in  New  York  Life,  Washington,  Berkshire, 
and  the  Mutual  of  Xew  Jersey.  The  religious  con- 
nection of  the  family  is  with  the  German  Lutheran 
Church.  As  an  honest,  progressive  and  industrious 
citizen,  Mr.  Weiss  has  a  clean  record,  and  in  public 
affairs  he  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  rising  men 
of  the  city. 

REV.  JAMES  O'REILLY  SHERIDEX  is 
pastor  of  St.  Francis  Catholic  Church,  in  Xauga- 
tuck,  and  one  of  the  most  esteemed  citizens  of 
that  town. 

Father  Sheriden  was  bom  in  County  Longford, 
Ireland,  F"eb.  10,  1855.  His  father  and  grandfa- 
ther, both  of  whom  were  christened  Thomas,  were 
farmers  in  the  same  county.  His  grandmother's 
maiden  name  was  ..largaret  ^^lartin,  and  she  and 
her  husband  had  five  children,  of  whom  Thomas, 
the  father  of  Father  Sheriden,  was  the  youngest. 
The  others  in  order  of  birth  were  named  John, 
James,  Philip  and  Margaret.  Thomas  only  re- 
mained in  the  old  home  and  followed  in  the  steps 
of  his  father  and  grandfather,  cultivating  the  farm 
on  which  he  first  saw  the  light  of  day.  James  and 
Philip  crossed  the  ocean  and  settled  in  Philadel- 
phia, in  which  city  they  engaged  in  business,  and 
where  they  both  died.  Margaret  also  came  to 
America,  but  not  until  after  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band, John  O'Farrell.  Of  her  children,  one,  Rev. 
John  O'Farrell,  died  in  Hartford,  thirty-five  years 
ago ;  another,  Thomas,  became  a  physician,  and 
died  some  years  ago  at  X^ew  Britain ;  and  Alice, 
one  of  her  daughters,  became  a  Sister  of  Charity. 

Thomas  Sheriden,  Jr.,  added  to  his  agricultural 
pursuits  the  business  of  linen  and  grain  merchant. 
He  came  to  this  country  while  a  young  man,  but 
after  a  short  time  returned  to  his  native  country, 
where  he  remained  until  his  death,  in  1890.  He 
married  Catherine  O'Reilly,  who,  like  himself,  was 
borci  in  Countv  Longford,  as  were  her  parents, 
Thomas  and  Catherine  (Sheriden)  O'Reilly.  ^Irs. 
Sheriden  came  of  a  distinguished  family,  whose 
scions  have  attained  prominence  in  both  the  old  and 
the  new  world,  in  orders,  at  the  Bar,  and  as  physi- 
cians, as  well  as  in  commercial  life.  She  was  the 
youngest  of  a  family  of  three  daughters  and  si.x 
sons,  all  of  whom  are  deceased :  Catherine,  Alice, 
Margaret.  Bernard.  William,  Thomas,  James. 
Michael  and  John.  Of  the  sons,  two  received  a 
vocation  to  the  priesthood.  Bernard  and  William. 
The  first  named  became  the  second  bishop  of  the 
Diocese  of  Hartford,  while  William,  who  flied  at 
NewfKDrt,   R.   L,  was  his  vicar  general.     Thomas 


was  a  celebrated  physician  in  Ireland,  and  James 
and  Michael  were  farmers  and  merchants  in  the 
old  country.  John  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
and  settled  in  Te.xas,  where  he  died  after  accumu- 
lating a  large  fortune  through  judicious  invest- 
ments in  real  estate.  Mrs.  Sheriden  died  in  1857, 
the  mother  of  a  large  family,  nine  of  whom  reached 
mature  years :  Annie,  Thomas,  Bernard,  Cath- 
erine, Margaret,  John,  William,  James  O'Reilly 
and  Francis.  In  this  generation  three  sons  re- 
ceived holy  orders :  Bernard,  permanent  rector  of 
St.  John's  Catholic  Church,  at  Aliddletown ;  W'ill- 
iam,  who,  after  filling  a  pastorate  at  several  points 
in  Connecticut,  died  in  1892;  and  the  reverend 
gentleman  w-hose  devoted,  useful  life  forms  the 
subject  of  this  brief  biographical  sketch.  ITie  ca- 
reers of  the  other  children  may  be  briefly  out- 
hned.  Annie,  the  widow  of  Dennis  Gray,  lives  in 
Ireland.  Thomas  studied  medicine,  and  died  while 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  in  Te.xas. 
Catherine,  the  widow  of  Patrick  Mulligan,  resides 
at  AughnacUfif,  where  she  is  postmistress  and  gen- 
eral storekeeper.  Margaret  died  at  home,  shortly 
after  being  married.  John  is  a  farmer  on  the  old 
homestead.  Francis  lives  with  his  sister,  ]\Irs. 
Mulligan,  whose  business  he  assists  in  conducting. 
Father  Sheriden  himself  is  in  the  prime  of  life. 
It  is  but  little  more  than  five  years  since  he  began 
his  pastorate  in  Xaugatuck,  yet  under  the  divine 
blessing  he  has  been  able  already  to  accomplish 
a  great  work.  He  came  to  America  in  boyhood, 
and  received  his  academic  education  at  the  Col- 
lege of  the  Holy  Cross,  graduating  therefrom  in 
1875.  A  course  of  three  years  study  at  the  Grand 
Seminary  at  Montreal  followed,  and  in  1878  he 
was  ordained  a  priest.  His  first  assignment  was 
to  the  assistant  pastorate  of  the  Church  of  the  Im- 
maculate Conception,  at  Waterbury,  where  he  re- 
mained six  years.  In  June,  1884.  he  was  placed  in 
charge  of  the  parish  at  Windsor  Locks.  There 
he  displayed  a  power  of  mental  concentration,  a 
capacity  to  plan  and  an  ability  to  execute.  During 
the  twelve  years  of  his  rectorate  there  he  put  new 
life  in  the  flock  committed  to  his  care.  The  sacred 
edifice  was  improved  by  the  installation  of  a  steam- 
heating  plant,  the  substitution  of  new  stone  steps 
for  the  old  wooden  ones,  and  the  remodeling  of  the 
interior.  The  parochial  residence,  too,  was  put  in 
repair,  new  curbing,  coping  and  concrete  laid  down 
and  every  obligation  incurred  therefor  discharged 
in  full.  He  also  purchased  a  site  for  a  school  and 
convent,  and  erected  a  substantial  school  house. 
which  he  cleared  of  debt  in  three  years.  He  also 
erected  the  Church  of  the  Sacred  Heart  in  Suf- 
field,  which  was  ready  for  dedication  on  Thanks- 
giving Day,  1886.  and  St.  Joseph's  Church,  in 
Poquonnock,  which  was  dedicated  Jan.  30,  1887. 
To  erect  churches  and  school  houses  on  credit  is 
comparatively  easy,  when  the  builder  can  command 
sufficient  confidence.  Such  was  not,  however.  Fa- 
ther Sheriden 's  policy.     Within  five  years  of  the 
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erection  of  the  church  at  Suffielcl  the  eleven  acres 
of  land  occupied,   costing  $12,000,   were   paid   for  1 

in  full.  i 

In  was  on  Jan.  9,   1896,  that   Father  Sheriden 
became   pastor   at    Naugatuck.     Within    that   com- 
paratively  short   period  he  has  no^  only  endeared 
himself  to  his  parishioners,  but  by  his  prudent  and 
blameless   life   has   acquired   and   held   the   sincere,  : 
undisguised  respect  of  the  entire  town,  Protestant 
and  Catholic  alike.     The  church  building  suffered 
severe  damage  during  a  flood  within  a  month  after 
his    arrival,    but    he    grappled    with    the  situation  '] 
without  hesitation  and  without  apprehension,  feel- 
ing confident  of  the  support  of  a  higher  power  than  • 
his  own.     A  new  system  of  drainage  with  sewers 
was   established,   a   lawn   laid   out,   a   granite   wall 
erected,   a   handsome   concrete   walk   laid,   and   the 
basement  remodeled  and  refurnished.     The  cost  was 
$10,000.     An   electric   lighting   apparatus   was   put 
in  and  various  parishioners  contributed  liberally  for 
the  adornment  of  the  House  of   God,  among  the 
ornaments  being  costly  chandeliers  and  handsome 
statues.     Father  Sheriden  has  also  greatly  improved 
the  cemetery,  building  a  house  and  barn   thereon, 
sinking  an  artesian  well  and  cutting  away  the  un- 
derbrush.    His    predecessor    in    the    pastorate.    Fa- 
ther Lcnehan,  had  purchased  a  building  for  a  con- 
vent, and  here,   in   February,    1897,   Father   Sheri- 
<len    installed    four    Sisters    of     Mercy,    who   there 
conducted   a   select   day   academy    for   three  years. 
He  has  now  (1901)  completed,  at  a  cost  of  $60,000, 
a   splendid   parochial    school,   being   thoroughly    in 
accord   in   the  matter   of   early   training  with   that 
eminent  educator.  Rev.  Francis  L.  Patton,  D.  t)., 
president  of  Princeton  University,  who  holds  that 
"whether  or  no  education  be  regarded  as  an  end 
or  means  to  an  end,  it  is  incomplete  and  unsatis- 
factory unless  it  has  a  religious  side."     This  new 
school  building  Father  Sheriden  is  justly  proud  of, 
and  he  has  reason  to  be,  for  it  is  without  question 
the   handsomest   and   best    equipped   school   in   the 
State.     It  contains  twelve  handsome  school  rooms, 
has  a  large  and  handsome  hall,  and  four  fine  rooms, 
for  societies  of  the  parish  to  meet  in.     It  is  indeed 
a  model  school  building,  and  is  justly  looked  upon 
as  the  pride  of  the  borough  of  Xaugatuck. 

As  a  man  Father  Sheriden  is  scholarly,  genial 
and  courteous ;  as  a  citizen,  loyal  and  public-spir- 
ited; as  a  priest,  self-sacrificing  and  devoted,  char- 
itable toward  human  imperfections,  yet  always 
ready  to  point  the  wav  toward  a  higher,  truer  and 
nobler  life. 

JOHN  C.  MILROY.  son  and  successor  of  the 
late  Samuel  Milroy,  was  born  in  Meriden  Aug.  20, 
^050-  He  attended  the  district  school  of  his  native 
town,  and  at  an  early  age  began  work  for  the 
v-harles  Parker  Co.,  in  the  screw  shop,  where  he 
s-pent  but  a  short  time,  accepting  a  position  under  his 
father  in  the  shipping  department  of  the  Meriden 
Britannia  Co.     Here  he  began  at  the  bottom  round, 
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w^orking  up  through  merit,  and  when  his  father  re- 
signed, in  1879,  he  was  appointed  to  succeed  him. 
For  the  past  twenty-two  years  he  has  filled  the  posi- 
tion with  ability  and  given  general  satisfaction, 
proving  a  worthy  successor  of  his  father. 

yiv.  Milroy  was  married  April  29,  1875,  to  Julia 
Sadler,  who  was  born  in   England,  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Julia  S::'.dler,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Coventry,  England.     The  .former  died  here,  in 
1898,  and  the  latter  in  1899,  and  both  are  buried  in 
Walnut  Grove  cemetery.     Mrs.  Milroy  is  a  model 
housewife  and  a  devoted  wife  and  mother.     Three 
children  have  blessed  this  union:      (i)   John  Will- 
iam, bom  in  Meriden,  and  educated  in  the  pubhc 
schools  and  Morse's  Business  College,  of  Hartford,. 
is  assistant  to  his  father  in  the  shipping  department 
of  the  ^Meriden  Britannia  Co.     He  is  a  young  man 
of  ability,  and  is  a  fine  pianist,  having  studied  under 
George  ]\Iarble,  of  ]\Ieriden.     (2)  Jessie  Julia,  aged 
fourteen,  is  a  pupil  in  the  West  End  Institute,  where 
she  is  fitting  for  the  high  school.     She  is  a  pianist  of 
no  mean  ability  and  is  under  the  instruction  of  Prof. 
George  Marble.     She  accompanies  her  brother,  Carl, 
and  they  have  frequent  calls  to  play  at  entertain- 
ments.    (3)  Carl  is  a  student  in  the  public  schools, 
and  although  but  ten  years  old   (1901)    is  a  cele- 
brated violinist,  having  as  a  master  the  well-known 
violinist,    Prof.   William    Kerr.      Mr.    Milroy    is   a 
member  of  the  N.  E.  O.  P.     Politically  he  is  an  in- 
dependent Republican.     The  familv  attend  the  Con- 
gregational   Church,   and   are   highly   respected   by 
those  who  know  them  best. 

WALLACE.  For  three-quarters  of  a  centmy 
this  name  has  stood  as  a  tower  of  strength  in  and 
about  Wallingford,  where  have  lived  the  late  Robert 
Wallace  and  his  sons,  Robert  B..  George  M.,  Frank 

A.  and  Henry  L.,  the  .sons  being  actively  connected 
i  with   the   leading   industry   of   the   town,    the   two 

last  named  as  president  and  secretary,  respectively, 

of  the  Wallace  Manufacturing  Co.,  while  George 

i  M.  represents  the  business  at  Chicago,  and  Robert 

B.  in  Brooklyn. 

The  late  Robert  Wallace,  manufacturer  of  Wall- 
I  ingford,  belonged  to  and  was  contemporaneous  with 
I  that  galaxy  of  men  whose  genius,  ability,  pluck  and 
!  determination  from  the  humblest  beginnings  built 
[  fortunes  for  themselves  and  others,  and  made  the 

towns  of  Wallingford  and  ]\Ieriden  famous  indus- 
i  trial  centers,  especially  for  Britannia  metal  ware, 
I  throughout    the    civilized    world.     That    group    of 

eminent  Xew  Englanders  was  made  up  of  Horace 

C.  Wilcox,  Isaac  C.  Lewis,  George  R.  Curtis,  Lem- 
uel J.  Curtis,  Samuel  Simpson,  Robert  Wallace  and 
others,  now  all  gone  to  their  reward. 

Robert  Wallace  was  born  Xov.  13,  181 5,  in  Pros- 
pect, Xew  Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  son  of  James  and 
Crania  (Williams)  Wallace.  The  father,  a  small 
farmer  of  that  town,  came  of  Scottish  and  English 
origin.  The  son  received  only  a  limited  education, 
such  as  was  offered  to  the  sons  of  the  farmers  of 
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that  period.     At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  began  the 
-manufacture  of  spoons  on  his  own  account,  in  an 
old  gristmill  shop  in  Chesire,  and  was  destined  soon 
■to  link  his  name  with  an  event  that  was  to  mark  a 
-new  epoch  in  the  manufacture  of  metal  goods   in 
the  United  States.   He  had  onlv  been  at  work  a  short 
time  in  the  old  mill  when  he  was  shown  a  spoon 
;made  of  a  metal  new  to  him,  called  German  silver. 
A  chemist,  Dr.  Louis  'Feuchtwanger,  was  known  to 
-have  brought  a  small  bar  of  the  metal  from  Germany. 
This  bar  Mr.  Wallace  purchased,  and  had  it  rolled 
into  spoons.     Later  he  found  a  gentleman  who  had 
•brought  the  recipe  for  making  the  metal,  and  who 
sold  it  to  him  for  twenty-tive  dollars.     Here  in  his 
factory  IMr.  Wallace  compounded  the  first  German 
silver  made  in  America,  and  to  him  is  due  the  honor 
of  being  the  pioneer  in  this  new  industry.     At  this 
time  he  removed  his  simple  machinery  from  Cheshire 
to  a  point  on  the  Ouinnipiac  below  Wallingford,  and 
^egan  the  manufacture  of  spoons  and  flat  ware  on 
-'a  more  extended  scale.     In  the  old  mill  at  Cheshire 
•the  output  was  three  dozen  spoons  a  day.     Here  it 
"was  nine  dozen.     The  industry  gradually  assumed 
^large  proportions.     New  machinery  was  devised  by 
Mr.  Wallace,  and  in  1855  the  business  represented 
an  investment  of  $12,000,  which  very  soon  became 
$14,000.     In  1865  it  became  $100,000,  and  the  style 
of  the  corporation  was  Wallace,  Simpson  &;  Co.  The 
manufacturing  capacity  was  more  than  correspond- 
ingly increased.     In  1871  Mr.  Wallace  bought  out 
^Ir.  Simpson,  and  with  two  of  his  sons  formed  the 
H.  Wallace  &  Sons  ^lanufacturing  Co.     The  fac- 
tory now  had  added  to  its  list  of  goods  already  made 
a  large  number  of  new  and  desirable  articles,  sterling 
^oods,   high-grade   nickle-silver   plated    ware,   both 
flat   and   l)ollow.     Still    later,   by   experiment,    Mr. 
"W'allace  devised  a  new  process  of  manufacture  from 
-■steel,  by  which  a  less  bulky,  firmer  and  lighter  basis 
for  silver  plating  was   secured.     A   new   company 
"was  formed    (the  old  bein_g_  still  continued),   con- 
sisting of  himself,  his  sons  and  sons-in-law,  under 
"the  style  of  Wallace  Brothers,  and  this  factory  and 
business  have  since  grown  to  be  the  largest  in  the 
"world  devoted  to  the  manufacture  of  flat  table  ware. 
About  three  tons  of  steel  are  in  daily  demand,  and 
one-half  that  amount  of  nickle   silver.     The  com- 
pany has  selling  houses  in  New  York  and  Chicago, 
and  never  lacks  orders.     The  present  officers  of  the 
company  are  :     Frank  A.  Wallace,  president ;  Henry 
L.   Wallace,  secretary ;  and  W.  J.  Leavenworth,  a 
:son-in-lavv  of   the   late   Robert   Wallace,   treasurer. 
The  senior  member  of  the  firm  passed  away  June 
1,  1892,  since  which  time  the  sons  and  son-in-law 
"have  continued  the  business. 

Robert  Wallace  belonged  to  the  old  school  of 
"men,  plain  and  unassuming  to  a  marked  degree.  His 
tastes  were  simple,  and  he  seemed  happiest  when  at 
the  'bench  in  the  factory,  away  from  the  office  and 
its  complicated  interests.  Here  he  was  seen  until 
within  a  short  time  before  his  last  illness,  always 
affable  and  courteous.     The  great  ambition  of  his 


life  seemed  to  be  to  excel  as  a  manufacturer.  Ac- 
cumulating wealth,  and  widely  known,  he  could 
have  had  any  position  in  the  gift  of  his  townsmen, 
had  he  desired  such  honors,  but  all  these  he  uni- 
formly declined  when  proffered  him.  Notoriety 
he  dreaded,  and  his  life  is  a  fine  illustration  of 
steady  and  lifelong  devotion  to  one  calling. 

On  March  23,  1839,  ^Ir.  Wallace  married  Har-  j 
riet  Louise  Moulthrop,  of  North  Haven,  Conn.,  and 
their  union  was  blessed  with  the  following  children : 
A  son  who  died  in  infancy;  William  J.,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  thirty ;  Adeline,  ]Mrs.  Morris,  of 
Wallingford;  Nettie  A.,  wife  of  W.  J.  Leavenworth, 
of  Wallingford;  Robert  E.,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; 
Hattie  E.  and  Henry  L.,  residents  of  Wallini^ford 
Adela  C,  Mrs.  Sisson,  of  New  York;  George  W., 
in  Chicago;  and  Frank  A.,  in  Wallingford. 

_  JOSHUA  G;  GLADWIN,  one  of  the  public  of- 
ficials of  New  Haven,  and  a  very  prominent  Repub- 
lican, was  born  in  Clinton,  March  14  1856. 

The  ancestry  of  the  family  is  traced  back  to  the 
grandfather  Joshua  G.,  who  married  Phoebe  Daw- 
son Alanwarren,  died  at  an  advanced  age.  The 
father,  William  R.  Gladwin,  was  born  in  Clinton, 
and  was  a  farmer,  but  also  engaged  in  teaming  and 
hauling  timber,  and  died  at,  the  age  of  sixty-six.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Republican,  and  served  very  ac- 
ceptably as  road  master  for  many  years.  His  wife, 
Harriet  M.  Crocker,  was  born  in  Niantic,  daughter 
of  Charles  Crocker,  a  farmer  of  that  locality,  who 
later  removed  to  Killingworth.  Of  the  family  of 
seven  children  born  to  her  parents  Mrs.  William 
R.  Gladwin  is  the  eldest  now  living,  the  others  be- 
ing: Fanny,  residing  in  Waterford,  Conn.;  Henry, 
in  Guilford;  Benjamin,  in  New  Haven.  The  parents 
of  our  subject  had  the  following  family:  Mrs. 
Niles  Sherwood,  of  New  Haven ;  Joshua  G. ;  and 
Mrs.  Joseph  Kegelmeyer.  ]Mrs.  Gladwin  resides  at 
the  old  home  in  Clinton,  Conn.  She  attends  the 
Methodist  Church,  as  did  her  husband. 

The  early  years  of  Joshua  G.  Gladwin  were  spent 
in  Clinton,  where  he  attended  the  common  school, 
but  when  seventeen  he  commenced  his  business  car- 
eer by  pound  fishing  for  two  seasons,  and  with  the 
money  thus  earned  went  to  Guilford  and  entered  the 
employ  of  Deacon  Hall  to  learn  the  trade  of  joiner. 
Later  he  went  to  John  Norton,  a  carpenter  in  Guil- 
ford, and  within  two  years  had  learned  his  trade. 
His  next  venture  was  upon  a  farm  owned  by  Charles 
A.  Goodyear,  where  he  had  charge  of  the  horses  as 
well  as  the  farm,  being  manager  of  the  property. 
Desiring  to  reside  in  a  citv,  he  later  came  to  New 
Haven  and  worked  for  three  years  at  his  trade  for 
the  Winchester  Repeating  Arms  Company.  At  the 
expiration  of  this  time  he  went  to  work  on  the  out- 
side for  John  Osborn.  Smith  &  McQueen,  and 
Charles  Loveland.  On  Julv  m,  1884.  he  entered 
the  Fire  Department  as  a  substitute,  and  so  efficient 
did  he  prove  that  on  March  31.  1885,  he  was  made 
call  hoseman.     On  Jan.  n,  1887,  he  was  appointed 
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permanent  hosenian :  April  3,  1888,  he  was  made 
hose  driver  No.  i  ;  May  30,  1892,  came  another  pro- 
iiiotiiin,  when  he  was  made  Lieutenant  of  Hook  and 
Ladder  No.  2;  March  i.  1894,  he  was  appointed 
Captain  No.  2;  June  i,  1898,  he  was  transferred  to 
No.  9  as  Captain,  and  on  Nov.  i,  of  the  same  year, 
was  appointed  Fire  Marshal,  and  now  has  charge  of 
tiie  department  in  the  absence  of  the  chief,  and  has 
rendered  very  valuable  service  to  the  people  of  New 
Haven  in  protecting  their  property. 

Mr.  Gladwin  is  also  building  inspector,  issuing 
all  the  building  permits,  fireworks,  kerosene  oil  li- 
censes for  the  city  of  New  Haven.  That  this  office 
demands  a  large  portion  of  his  attention,  is  shown 
by  the  following  statistics:  During  1899:  Frame 
houses,  loi  ;  brick  houses,  15;  brick  buildings,  24; 
brick  buildings,  15;  stores  25;  and  tenements,  253. 
During  1900:  Frame  houses,  74;  brick  houses,  14; 
stores,  26;  and  tenements,  193.  Cost  of  buildings, 
$1,373,930.  Repairs,  $168,950.  In  addition,  dur- 
ing both  years,  Mr.  Gladwin  issued  a  large  number 
of  licenses  for  the  sale  of  various  inflammable  ma- 
terials. 

On  Nov.  II,  1877,  Mr.  Gladwin  married  Florence 
A.  Dudley,  born  in  Madison,  a  daughter  of  Jason 
Dudley,  a  farmer  still  living  at  the  old  homestead. 
Mrs.  Gladwin  is  one  of  two  children,  the  other  mem- 
ber of  her  family  being  a  brother,  Clark  F.,  who 
resides  with  the  parents.  ^Ir.  Gladwin  is  a  member 
of  Wooster  Lodge,  No.  79,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Franklin 
Chapter,  No.  2 ;  Harmony  Council,  No.  8 ;  New 
Haven  Commandery,  No.  2,  Knight  Templars ; 
Pyramid  Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W. ;  and  he  is  foreman  in 
the  Garfield  Council  of  the  American  ^Mechanics ; 
charter  member  of  Firemen's  ]\Iutual  hid  and  State 
Firemen's  Associations,  and  he  has  been  president 
of  the  County  Aid  Association  for  two  years.  Both 
he  and  his  excellent  wife  attend  the  Baptist  Church. 
Mr.  Gladwin  is  recognized  to  be  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative men  of  New  Haven,  and  his  public  spirit 
is  unquestioned.  Combined  with  these  excellent 
qualities,  are  many  others  which  have  made  for 
him  many  friends,  who  rejoice  in  the  success  which 
is  attending  his  efforts. 

DENNIS  A.  KIMBERLY,  one  of  the  prom- 
inent and  representative  citizens  of  the  town  of 
Orange,  Conn.,  was  born  on  Sept.  3,  1844,  in 
Derby,  Conn.,  and  traces  his  line  of  ancestry 
through  James  Lester,  Eliakim,  Silas,  Nathaniel 
*3).  Nathaniel  (2),  Nathaniel  (i),  to  Thomas 
Kimberly,  who  came  from  London,  England,  to 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  in  1638,  and  died  in  Stratford, 
*-''nn.,  in  1673.  Thomas  Kimberly  had  four  sons, 
*^nc  of  whom,  Elizur,  was  the  first  white  male 
cliild  horn  in  New  Haven,  and  in  after  years  filled 
lor  a  Idug  period  the  office  of  secretary  of  State. 

Nathaniel  Kimberly,  son  of  Thomas,  died  at 
\\  est   Haven  in   1705. 

Nathaniel  Kimberly  (2),  son  of  Nathaniel, 
died  at  West  Haven,  in  1720. 


Nathaniel  Kimberly  (3),  son  of  Nathaniel  (2), 
died  at  West  Haven  in  1780. 

Silas  Kimberly,  son  of  Nathaniel  (3),  mar- 
ried Mary,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Smith,  and  died 
in  1803. 

_   Eliakim  Kimberly,  son  of  Silas,  married  Martha 
Kimberly. 

James  L.  Kimberly,  son  of  Eliakim,  married' 
Alary  A.  Lum,  of  Derby,  Conn.,  and  their  children 
were :  Dennis  A. ;  Fannie  A.  married  Miles  Good-, 
year,  and  died  in  1883;  Edward  L.  died  March  i.i 

1887.  I 
Dennis  A.  Kimberly  spent  his  early  school  days 

in  West  Haven.  Conn.,  and  during  several  years, 
lived  in  the  Western  States.  Since  1883  his  resi- 
dence has  been  in  West  Haven.  In  1861  he  en- 
listed, in  the  ist  N.  Y.  Cav.,  and  again,  in  1862,! 
entering  then  the  15th  Conn.  V.  I.,  in  which  he 
gallantly  served  until  the  close  of  the  Civil  war. 
During  his  cavalry  service,  he  was  at  one  time 
seriously  injured  by  the  kick  of  a  horse,  but  other- 
wise returned  frotn  the  army  without  hurt.  After 
the  war  Mr.  Kimberly  went  to  Michigan,  where; 
he  remained  one  year  and  then,  from  1866  to  1867J 
he  was  with  the  produce  firm  of  John  T.  Gill,  in- 
West  Haven,  and  in  1S68  ran  a  branch  house  on 
State  street.  L'ntil  1870  he  was  engaged  in  busi- 
ness relations  with  the  office  of  the  Northampton 
Railroad,  on  Chapel  street,  and  then  went  to 
Wichita,  Kansas,  which  at  that  time  was  a  hamlet 
of  two  houses,  and  there  engaged  in  the  cattle  busi- 
ness until  1883.. 

'Sir.  Kiinberly  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  all 
m.atters  pertaining  to  the  best  advancement  of  his 
town   and    served   as   burgess   of   West   Haven    in : 

1888,  1889,    1890  and   1 89 1,   was  warden  in   18961 
and  1897,  was  selectman  in  1901,  and  was  elected] 
warden   December,    1901.      Fraternally   he   is   con- 
nected with  Admiral  Foote  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  New 
Haven,   Annawon   Lodge,    No.    115,   F.   &  A.   M., 
Joseph  Andrews  Chapter,  R.  A.   M. 

On  Jan.   10,   1876,  Mr.  Kimberly  was  married 
to  Aliss  Nellie  A.  Norton,  a  daughter  of  Alonzo 
Norton,  of  Madison,  and  these  children  have  been  i 
bom  to  the  union:     Fannie  E. ;  F.  Lester;  Jennie  | 
A. ;  Dennis ;  Edward  B. ;  and  Marian  A.    F.  Lester  | 
Kimberly  is  well  known  in  West  Haven,  where  he  ; 
is   a  popular   newsdealer   and   contractor;   he  was 
married  Nov.  27,  1901,  to  ]\Iiss  Annie  L.  Shannon. 
The  family  is  one  that  is  universally  esteemed  in 
West  Haven  and  is  prominent  both  in  business  and 
social  circles. 


HERMAN  AHCHAELIS,  foreman  of  the  lamp 
department  of  the  Bradley  &  Hubbard  Manufac-  ■ 
turing  Co.,  is  one  of  the  leading  German-American 
citizens  of  the  "Silver  City."  He  was  born  May  , 
23,  1852,  in  the  city  of  Luckenwalde,  near  Berlin,  j 
Germany,  a  son  of  Ludwig  Michaelis,  now  de-  : 
ceased.  The  latter  was  a  native  of  Braunschweig,  , 
Germany,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.     On  attain- 
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ing  his  majority,  he  settled  in  LnckenwaUle,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  kid  gloves  and 
suspenders  and  similar  wares,  in  which  he  contin- 
ued throughout  his  life.  There  he  died  at  a  ripe 
old  age,  and  was  huried.  His  wife,  Henrietta 
Lohbauer,  was  born  in  Potsdam,  and  died  and  was 
buried  in  her  native  place.  lk>th  were  consistent 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  (Jf  their  cinl- 
dren,  four  died  in  infancy ;  one  more,  Hemiine, 
is  now  deceased ;  two  reside  in  Meriden ;  and  the 
others  in  Germany.  The  living  are :  Louis,  a 
leading  baker  of  Meriden,  Paulina,  Emma,  Her- 
man and  Emil. 

Hennan  Alichaelis  received  a  good  education  in 
his  native  land,  and  was  early  made  acquainted 
with  the  manufacturing  business  conducted  by  his 
father,  with  whom  he  continued  until  twenty  years 
old,  when  he  joined  the  German  army.  During 
his  three  years'  military  service,  he  had  opportunity 
to  show  his  mettle,  and  was  made  a  non-commis- 
sioned officer,  and  acquitted  himself  honorably. 
One  year  of  this  time  was  spent  in  France,  during 
the  closing  scenes  of  the  Franco-Prussian  war  of 
187 1,  an  opjwrtunity  which  does  not  fall  to  the  lot 
of  every  soldier,  which  he  made  the  most  of.  The 
training  thus  received  has  made  him  a  better  citi- 
zen, and  its  experiences  will  never  be  forgotten. 

Upon  the  close  of  his  term  of  enlistment,  Air. 
Michaelis  came  to  the  United  States  and  immediate- 
ly settled  in  Aleriden,  whose  manufacturing  possi- 
bihties  were  apparent  to  his  experienced  eye.  He 
at  once  attached  himself  to  the  great  manufactur- 
ing establishment  of  the  Bradley  &  Hubbard  Manu- 
facturing Co.,  entering  the  lamp  department.  Here 
his  abilities  and  industry  soon  gained  recognition, 
and  in  1883  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  depart- 
ment, one  oj  the  prominent  ones  of  the  establish- 
ment, and  for  the  past  nineteen  years  has  conducted 
it  with  signal  success.  His  straightforward  busi- 
ness methods  have  made  him  a  favorite  with  his 
employers,  and  secured  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
all  his  associates,  in  either  business  or  social  life. 
On  May  24,  1882,  Air.  Michaelis  was  married 
to  Miss  Louise  Ernst,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Minnie  (Konoldj  Ernst.  Mrs.  Alichaelis  was  born 
in  Meriden,  and  her  parents  were  natives  of  Ger- 
many, who  died  at  Meriden,  and  were  buried  in 
Walnut  Grove  Cemetery.  They  attended  religious 
service  at  the  Universalist  Church.  Three  of  their 
six  children  died  in  infancy.  Those  living  are: 
Louise;  Amelia,  wife  of  Augustus  Raven,  and  Car- 
rie, wife  of  Charles  H.  Drechsler;  all  reside  in 
Meriden*. 

Of  the  children  horn  to  Mr.  and  Airs.  Michaelis, 
the  second,  Herman  Walter,  died  in  childhood. 
The  other.  Minnie  \'iola,  was  educated  in  the  Aleri- 
den  public  schools  and  is  now  a  student  at  Whitby 
College.  Ontario,  Canada.  Air.  Alichaelis  is  a 
member  of  the  Aleriden  Sacngerbund,  of  which  he 
has  been  president  and  is  now  treasurer.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Universalist  Church.     In  politics 


he   is    independent,   and   never   seeks    any   political 
favors.     An  industrious  and  thrifty  citizen,  he  en- 
joys the  comforts  of  his  own  fireside,  and  leaves 
;  public  strife  to  those  whose  taste  inclines   to  such 
matters.      His   home  on   Hanover  street,   which  he 
j  purchased  several  years  since,  is  one  of  the  finest 
i  on  that  thoroughfare,  and  is  presided  over  by  his 
'  devoted  wife  with  the  ease  and  grace  which  come 
!  from  good  breeding.     Having  come    to    Aleriden 
;  with  no  capital,  a  stranger  in  a  strange  land.  Air. 
Alichaelis  has  achieved  a  success  of  which  he  may 
be  justly  proud,  and  which  may  well  be  taken  by 
rising  generations  of  Americans  as  an  inspiration 
and  example. 

CAXDEE.  For  over  two  centuries  the  name 
of  Candee,  or  Cande,  has  appeared  in  the  annals  of 
Connecticut.  Their  most  interesting  record  is  as 
follows :  . 

(I)  Zaccheus  Candee  first  appears  m  New 
Haven  at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  Dec.  5,  1670, 
to  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Henry  Bristow  (or  Bris- 
tol), of  New  Haven.  Air.  Candee  lived  and  died 
in  West  Haven,  probably  at  the  corner  of  the 
"Green,"  where  down  to  a  late  day  remained  the 
dwelling  of  h.is  son  Samuel.  He  is  called  Zach- 
ariah  on  his  tombstone,  on  which  the  date  of  his 
death  and  age  are  given  as  1720,  aged  eighty  years ; 
and  on  a  similar  stone  the  death  and  age  of  his 
wife  Rebecca  appear  as  Sept.  22,  1739,  aged  ninety- 
one  years. 

(II)  Samuel  Candee,  son  of  Zaccheus,  born 
July  24,  1678,  in  West  Haven,  Conn.,  married  April 
28,  1703,  Abigail,  daughter  of  Thomas  Pineon,  of 
New  Haven.  \lr.  Candee  served  respectively  as 
lieutenant  and  captain  of  the  West  Haven  Com- 
pany. He  lived  and  died  in  that  town,  his  home 
being  beautifully  located  at  the  corner  of  the 
"Green,"  and  the  building  stood  there  until  taken 
down,  in  1877.  Capt.  Candee  died  Feb.  28,  1748- 
49,  and  his  wife  passed  away  Jan.  9,  1743.  Thom- 
as Pineon.  the  father  of  Airs.  Candee,  was  of  Sud- 
bury, Alass.,  in  1661,  likely  a  son  of  Nicholas  Pinon, 
of  Lynn,  1647. 

(III)  Caleb  Candee,  son  of  Samuel,  was  born 
about  1722  in  West  Haven.  He  married  Lois  Alal- 
lorv,  of  West  Haven  or  Alilford,  and  settled  in 
the  town  of  Oxford,  Conn.,  as  a  farmer.  There 
he  died,  according  to  the  inscription  on  his  tomb- 
stone, Oct.  4,   1777. 

The  following  is  extracted  from  the  Army  and 
Xaz'v  Journal,  Alarch  27,  1880: 

A  family  whicli  has  l)een  represented  in  the  Army  and 
Xavy  of  the  United  States  from  the  earUest  period  in  the 
history  of  this  country  furnishes  one  of  the  curiosities  o£ 
longevity  which  is  worthy  of  mention.  Early  in  the  six- 
teenth century  a  Huguenot  family  of  the  same  name  as 
the  great  Conde  tied  from  France  and  took  up  their  resi- 
dence in  Scotland.  One  of  the  family  afterward  emigrated 
to  .America  and  settled  in  Connecticut.  He  had  a  son, 
Zacclieus  Conde.  born  in  New  Haven  in  1640.  from  which 
all  those  bearing  the  name  of  Candee  in  this  country  are 
descended.     It  was  a  hardy  race,  of  a  mixture  of  Huguc- 
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not  and  Puritan,  and   thev  lived  principally  in   the  town- 
ship   of    Oxford,    in    New    Haven    county.      One    of    them. 
■Caleb  by  name,  married  in  1742  Lois  Mallory,  and  of  this 
marriage  were  born  nine   sons,  one  of  whom  reached  the 
ace     of     ninety-four,     three     of     them     eighty-seven,     one   ; 
■eighty-six,  and  one  eighty-three,  one  seventy-six.  one  sev-   j 
enty.  and  one  sixty-nine,  an  average  of  a  little  more  than 
eighty-two   years.      The    seventh    son.    Xehemiah.    was    the 
grandfather  of  flen.   Innis   Palmer  and   Major  George   W. 
Candee.    Payma-ter    U.     S.    .-Krmy.    and    the    great-grand- 
father of  Mrs.   Dr.  Walter  S.   Schofield.  of  the  Navy,  and 
many    citizens    of    New    York    and    vicinity.      He   had    ten 
children  who  lived  to  mature  age.  three  of  them  living;,  viz.. 
Mr.    W.    L.    Candee,    of    Milwaukee,    now    in    his    eighty- 
ninth   year;   Mrs.   Susan    Palmer,   mother  of  Gen.    Palmer, 
in  her  eighty-eighth  year;  and  Mr.  G.  W.  Candee.  of  Ne\i 
"i'ork,    in    his    eighty-seventh    year.      Those    of    the    family 
■who   have   died   attained   the  ages,   respectively,   of  ninety- 
two,    ninety,    eighty-two.    seventy-six.    seventy-four,    fifty- 
six  and  fifty-three.     The  average   age  of  the  twi  genera- 
tions, viz.,  the  families  of  Caleb  and   Nehemiah    (nineteen   ' 
children),    would    be    now    about    eighty    years    and    three   ' 
months.     All  of  the  children   of  Caleb  were  born   subjects 
of   Great    Britain,   and   all   of   them,   we   believe,   served   in   , 
the  Revolutionary  army. 

(IV)  David  Candee,  son  of  Caleb,  was  born  in   1 
1747,  in  Oxford,  Conn.     On  Feb.  5,  1772,  he  mar-   . 
ried  Dinah  Bristol,  of  West  Haven,  who  died  June 
'7-    1785,   aged  thirty-three    years.      He    married 
(second)  April  11,  1787,  Abigail  Buckingham.    }ilr. 
■Candee  resided  in  O-xford  and  in  Harwinton,  Conn. 
He  and  his  wife  were  baptized  into  the  church  in    i 
<).\f(_)rd    Sept.    10,    1774,   and   Jan.   6,    1797,   he   is 
■    reciintniended  to  the  church  in  Harwinton.  Conn. 
In  1807  he  was  of  the  committee  to  build  the  new 
•church.      He   was    frequently    a    selectman.       ]\Ir. 
Candee  died  at  Harwinton,  Conn.,  Mav   12,   1841, 
aged  ninety-four  years. 

(V)  David  Candee  (2),  son  of  David,  was  bap- 
tized Sept.  22,   1782,  and  on  Nov.   16,  1808.  mar- 
ried Hannah,  daughter  of  Abijah  Catlin,  of  Har- 
winton.    His  mother  dying  when  he  was  a  child, 
David   was   adopted  by  Timothy   Candee,   of  Ox- 
ford, and  afterward  of  Pompey,  X.  Y.     David  ac- 
•companied  Timothy  to  Poinpey,  but  after  remain- 
ing there  a  year  or  two  returned  to  Connecticut, 
locating  at  Alilford,  where  he  resided  with  a  Mr. 
Woodruff,  who  kept  a  hotel.     Later  he  spent  three 
years   trading  in    the    South    with   a    Mr.    Cone. 
They  returned  and  bought  the  hotel  and  store  in 
Oxford,  and  opened  trade  there.     Later  Mr.  Can- 
dee bought   his   partner's   interest    and    continued 
the  business  alone.     He  was  a  man  of  sound  judg- 
ment, and  in  his  manners,  a  gentleman  of  the  Old 
School.     He  was  a  respected  and  leading  citizen 
■of  the  town^  and  in  the  course  of  a  steadily  success- 
ful business  accumulated  a  fortune.     He  died  July 
u.    1851.      :Mrs.   Hannah    (Catlin)    Candee  was  a 
ladv  of  education  and  intelligence.     She  was  active, 
and  long  survived  her  husband,  dying  in  October, 
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(VI)  Frederic  Augustus  Candee,  son  of  David 
<2).  was  born  Tune  15.  1818,  and  married  Oct.  7, 
1845,  Louisa  A.  Hotchkiss.  He  was  a  inerchant  in 
Oxford,  and  also  kept  a  hotel  until  within  a  few 


years  of  his  death.  His  constitution  had  never  been 
robust,  and  he  fell  a  victim  to  consumption,  passing 
away  Feb.  25,  1859.  In  his  business  affairs  he 
had  displaved  rare  judgment,  and  had  accumulated 
quite  a  fortune.  In  his  religious  faith  he  was 
reared  a  Congregationalist,  but  after  marriage  he 
united  with  the  Episco])al  Church,  in  which  faith 
he,   as  well  as  his   family,   remained. 

(\'\l)  Frederick  Catlix  C.\ndee,  son  of 
I-'rederic  A.,  was  born  in  Oxford.  Conn..  Aug.  15, 
1854.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  na- 
tive village  and  at  Lovell's  Lancasterian  School,  in 
Xew  Haven.  His  training  in  his  youth  was  chiefly 
along  agricultural  lines,  and  after  leaving  school 
he  engaged  m  farming,  and  he  owns  a  valuable 
farm  in'  Prospect,  Conn.  Public  affairs  occupied 
his  attention  to  a  considerable  degree,  and  he 
served  three  terms  as  selectman  in  _  Oxford  at  a 
time  when  the  Democrats  had  a  majority  of  fifty. 
Political! v  he  is  a  Republican,  and  a  stanch  mem- 
ber of  the  party.  In  1884  he  located  in  Xew 
Haven,  where  he  has  since  been  successfully  en- 
gaged in  the  liverv  business. 

On  :\Iay  28,  1874,  Mr.  Candee  married  Lucy- 
Ann  Davis,  who  died  the  same  year.  She  was  a  ^ 
daughter  of  William  H.  Davis.  On  Xov.  13.  1878,  | 
Mr.  Candee  wedded  Julia  Allison  Keeney,  of  ' 
i  Southford.  Conn.,  daughter  of  Frederick  Keeney. 
Children  as  follows  were  born  to  this  imion: 
Frederick  (born  in  1880),  Harry  E..  Agnes  and 
Julia,  living;  and  two  others,  a  boy  and  a  girl,  who 
died  in  infancy.  , 

FRAXCIS  FOOTE  AXDREWS,  a  representa- 
tive farmer  and  leading  citizen  of  East  Haven, 
Xew-  Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  was  born  in  that  town 
where  his  brother  Samuel  W.  now  lives,  March 
18,  1828.  and  belongs  to  one  of  its  old  and  hon- 
ored families.  His  grandfather.  Xathan  Andrews, 
was  also  a  native  of  East  Haven  and  a  soldier  of 
the  Revolutionarv  war.  Both  he  and  his  father, 
Elisha  Andrews.'  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of 
ninetv-three  years,  while  his  wife,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Mahitable  Pardee,  lived  to  the  age 
of  ninety-one. 

Roucl  Andrews,  father  of  our  subject,  w^as  born 
in  East  Haven,  :March  18.  1800.  and  in  early  man- 
hood married  Olive  Foote.  daughter  of  Samuel 
Foote.  To  them  were  born  seven  children,  namely: 
Celesta,  who  married  Xoah  W.  Bradley,  and  is 
still  living;  Francis  F.,  our  subject:  Ann  L.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years;  Minerva,  who 
married  John  A.  Blackstone  and  lives  in  Branford, 
Conn.;  one  who  died  in  infancy;  Eveline,  who  mar- 
ried Samuel  Thompson  and  is  deceased;  and  W. 
F.,  a  merchant  and  yxDstmaster  of  Xew  Haven. 
The  father  carried  on  the  old  tavern  at  East  Ilaven. 
and  also  ran  a  hav  press,  baling  hay  which  was 
shipped  to  the  West  Indies.  He  took  a  verv  active 
and  prominent  part  in  public  affairs,  serving  as 
selectman  of  East  Haven  for  a  great  many  years; 
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town  clerk  for  twenty  j-ears ;  postmaster  for  thirty 
consecutive  years;  and  justice  of  the  peace  many 
years.  He  was  also  a  deacon  in  the  Congrega- 
tional  Church  for  fifteen  years,  and  took  a  great 
interest  in  the  Church  and  its  work.  He  was  wide- 
ly known  and  held  in  high  regard  by  all  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact.  He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
four  years,  his  wife  at  the  age  of  ninety-one. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  literary  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  has  spent 
his  entire  life  in  East  ilaven,  his  time  and  attention 
being  devoted  to  general  farming  and  the  dairy 
business  since  attaining  to  man's  estate.  He  owns 
a  valuable  farm  of  about  lOO  acres  partly  in  the 
town  of  Branford,  and  has  placed  the  land  under 
a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  made  many  im- 
provements thereon. 

Mr.  Andrews  was  married,  July  5,  1852,  to  Miss 
Mary  A.  Hemingway,  a  daughter  of  Harvey 
Hemingway,  and  to  them  were  born  three  children : 
Mary  O.,  who  died  in  infancy ;  Francis  Rouel  and 
Harvey  Lincoln,  both  farmers  of  East  Haven.  The 
■wife  and  mother  died  in  1895.  The  Republican 
I>arty  finds  in  Mr.  Andrews  an  earnest  advocate 
and  stanch  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  he  has 
been  quite  prominently  identified  with  local  poli- 
tics. He  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  several 
years ;  was  selectman  of  East  Haven  two  years ; 
and  represented  his  town  in  the  State  Legislature. 
in  1896  and  1897,  with  credit  to  himself  and  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  constituents. 

DAVID  BLOOMFIELD.  The  city  of  Meri- 
den  numbers  among  its  intelligent  resident  profes- 
sional men  several  who_  take  high  rank  with  the 
architects  of  this  country,  and  a  prominent  repre- 
vSentative  of  this  branch  of  art  is  David  Bloomfield. 

Mr.  Bloomfield  was  born  Xov.  6,  1851,  in  the 
town  of  Cromwell,  ]Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.  David 
Bloomfield,  his  grandfather,  was  a  native  of  Wood- 
bridge,  N.  J.,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life  engaged 
in  farming.  He  was  an  earnest  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  The  family,  which  is  of 
Welsh  origin,  was  planted  in  this  country  soon 
after  the   Revolution. 

Nathan  Bloomfield,  a  son  of  David  (i),  and 
father  of  David  (2),  the  subject  of  this  notice,  was 
born  on  his  father's  farm  in  New  Jersey,  and  his 
boyhood  days  were  spent  in  farming  and  attend- 
ing the  district  school.  When  he  had  attained  to 
man's  estate  he  went  to  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  and  learned 
the  trade  of  shipbuilder.  After  his  marriage  he 
removed  to  Cromwell,  Conn.,  and  worked  as  a  ship 
carpenter;  later  locating  in  Middle  Haddam  and 
forming  a  partnership  with  Andrew  F.  Parker,  in 
a  ship  building  business,  which  continued  for  sev- 
eral years,  during  which  time  he  helped  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  L'.  S.  gunboat  "" Cayuga."  He  was 
also  associated  with  a  Mr.  Gildersleeve,  in  Port- 
land, Conn.,  in  shipbuilding,  and  in  all  of  his  ven- 
tures   was    eminentlv  successful.     The   immediate 


cause  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  April,  1861, 
was  the  breaking  of  a  blood  vessel,  and  he  was 
interred  in  Middle  Haddam,  where  his  wife  also 
lies.  Mr.  Bloomfield  was  married  in  Staten  Isl- 
and, N.  Y.,-  to  Elizabeth  Butler,  a  woman  of  fine 
character  and  many  lovable  ([ualities.  She  was 
a  consistent  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,, 
and  her  husband  was  liberal  in  his  religious  views ; 
both  were  most  excellent  people.  In  political  mat- 
ters the  father  was  a  Democrat,  but  aside  from 
giving  his  earnest  support  to  the  candidates  of  his 
party  he  never  took  an  active  part  in  politics.  To- 
himself  and  wife  were  born  seven  children,  name- 
ly. Emily,  who  died  young;  Garry,  a  builder  of 
Alertden,  Conn. ;  Mary,  who  was  killed  while  only 
twenty  years  of  age  by  bemg  thrown  from  a  car- 
riage, in  Middle  Haddam;  David;  Franklin,  who 
died  when  young ;  Frank,  deceased ;  and  Nathan,, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty. 

David  Bloomfield  was  taken  bv  his  parents  to 
Aliddle  Haddam,  and  while  attending  school,  also- 
helped  his  father.  When  but  seventeen  years  old. 
he  began  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  in  1869 
came  to  Meriden  with  his  brother,  following  his 
trade  in  this  city.  Being  ambitious,  he  began  the 
study  of  architecture  and  mechanical  drawing, 
later  taking  a  course  under  the  celebrated  architect, 
Henry  C.  Shute,  of  ^Massachusetts.  While  still 
studying  under  this  gentleman,  ^Nlr.  Bloomfield  de- 
signed several  private  residences  that  gave  evidence 
of  his  great  ability  in  this  line.  In  1887,  Mr. 
Bloomfield  opened  an  office  at  No.  129  State 
street,  Meriden,  and  he  has  met  with  unqualified 
success.  Among  the  buildings  which  bear  testi- 
monv  to  his  skill  mav  be  mentioned  the  residences 
of  W.  L.  Squire,  A."  S.  Thomas.  Mrs.  Mary  Wil- 
son, and  scores  of  others.  The  Pacific  Lodge  and 
Journal  Publishing  Co.  buildings,  the  Turner  Hall, 
the  Columbia,  Franklin  and  Center  street  schools, 
St.  Mary's  Roman  Catholic  and  the  German  Luth- 
eran Immanuel  churches,  and  many  other  public 
and  private  buildings  in  iMeriden,  were  designed 
by  him,  as  well  as  elegant  structures  in  Hartford 
and  New  Haven.  In  all  of  his  work  Mr.  Bloom- 
field displays  a  thorough  understanding  of  all 
modem  requirements  and  an  originality  of  design 
that  mark  it  as  distinctively  his  own,  and  his  suc- 
cess has  been  almost  phenomenal. 

Mr.  Bloomfield  was  married  June  12,  1884,  in 
Bristol.  Conn.,  to  Clara  R.  Richards,  who  was  born- 
at  Goshen,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Cliarles  A.  Rich- 
ards. No  children  have  been  born  of  this  union. 
Socially,  Mr.  Bloomfield  is  a  member  of  Monto- 
wese  Tribe,  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  political  matters  he  has- 
alwavs  taken  a  leading  part,  in  1893  representing 
the  Fifth  ward  in  the  citv  council,  having  been 
elected  on  the  Republican  ticket.  He  is  now  Fire 
Marshal,  having  served  in  that  capacity  for  nine 
vears ;  and  he  has  been  inspector  of  plumbing  seven 
vcars.  Religiously  Mr.  Bloomfield  is  very  hberal, 
giving    freely    to    works    designed    to    relieve   suf- 
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fering  and  to  promote  the  general  betterment  of 
humanity,  regardless  of  church  aftiliations.  Trust- 
worthy and  talented,  upright,  thoroughly  conver- 
sant with  all  the  details  of  his  profession,  Mr. 
Bloomfield  is  one  of  the  men  of  whom  .Meritlen  feels 
justly  proud,  and  who  numbers  his  friends  by 
legions. 

WILLIAM  HEXRY  ELY,  the  subject  of  this 
biography,  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Bar,  and  former  Corporation  Counsel  of  the 
city  of  New  Haven.  His  descent  in  several  lines 
is  from  an  early  Puritan  ancestry  who  were  among 
the  first  settlers  of  New  England,  one  line  reach- 
ing back  to  the  coming  of  the  " Mayflower." 

Mr.  Ely  was  born  Xov.  27,  1856,  in  the  city 
of  Hartford,  a  son  of  William  Brewster  and  Eliza- 
beth Smith  (Morgan)  Ely,  descending,  on  his 
mother's  side  from  the  -\Iorgans  of  Stonington, 
who  figured  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  also 
from  Thomas  Seymour,  who  was  King's  attorney 
before  the  Revolution,  as  well  as  from  a  Hugue- 
not family  by  the  name  of  Chenevard,  while  on 
his  father's  side  his  descent  was  no  less  illus- 
trious. Among  his  ancestors  are  Elder  Will- 
iam Brewster,  of  ''Mayflower"  fame,  and  Na- 
than Ely,  who  came  from  Kent,  England,  in  1625. 
Nathan  Ely  was  made  a  freeman  in  New  England, 
at  Cambridge,  Alass.,  in  1635,  and  went  to  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  with  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker  in  1636, 
and  became  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  the 
town  in  1639.  From  this  emigrant  ancestor  Will- 
iam Henrj-  Ely,  of  New  Haven,  is  a  descendant 
in  the  eighth  generation,  his  line  being  through 
Samuel,  Deacon  John,  Caleb,  William,  Eli  and 
William  B. 

Samuel  Ely,  son  of  Nathan  Ely,  was  born  in 
Cambridge,  and  in  1659  married  Mary  Day,  born 
in  1641,  in  Hartford,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Editha  (Stebbins)  Day,  and  accompanied  his  fa- 
ther to  Springfield,  Mass.,  where  he  was  success- 
ful in  the  acquisition  of  property,  and  where  he 
died. 

Deacon  John  Ely,  son  of  Samuel,  was  born  in 
1678,  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  in  1703,  married 
Mercy  Bliss,  born  in  1680,  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Mary  (Leonard)  Bliss.  Deacon  Ely  died  in 
1758,  and  his  widow  in  1763,  both  in  West  Spring- 
field. 

Caleb  Ely,  a  son  of  Deacon  John,  was  born  in 
1714.  in  West  Springfield,  and  in  1740  married 
Mary  Edwards,  who  was  born  in  Hartford  in  1721, 
a  daughter  of  Deacon  John  and  Christianna  (Will- 
iamson j  Edwards,  the  fonner  of  whom  was  an 
uncle  to  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards,  once  president  of 
Princeton  College. 

William  Ely,  son  of  Caleb,  was  born  in  1743, 
in  West  Springfield,  and  in  1766  married  Drusilla 
/Brewster,  born  in  1745,  a  daughter  of  William 
Brewster,  who  was  a  descendant  of  the  Elder 
Brewster  of    the  ":Mayflower."      William  Ely  died 


in  West  Springfield,  in  1825,  and  his  widow  two 
years  later. 

Eli  Ely,  son  of  Wilham,  was  born  in  1772,  in 
West  Springfield,  and  in  1798,  in  Hartford,  mar- 
ried Bathsheba  Blake,  born  in  1777,  a  daughter  of 
Abraham  and  Hannah  (Babcock)  Blake,  of  Milton, 
Mass.  For  years  he  was  a  successful  merchant  of 
Hartford.  His  wife  died  in  1832,  and  he  survived 
ten  years. 

William  B.  Ely,  son  of  Eli,  was  born  in  1812, 
in  Hartford,  and  in  1845,  'i^  tli^t  city,  married 
Elizabeth  Smith  Morgan,  born  in  1821,  a  daughter 
■  of  William  H.  and  ^Margaret  J.  (Chenevard)  Alor- 
gan.  Mr.  Ely  was  long  known  in  the  wholesale 
grocery,"  fiour  and  "feed  business,  in  Hartford. 

William  Henry  Ely,  son  of  William  B.,  was 
reared  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he  received  his 
early  education,  and  graduated  from  the  Hartford 
High  school,  in  1873,  ^"^1  then  entered  Amherst 
(Mass.)  College,  from  which  he  graduated  in  the 
class  of  1877,  \\'ith  credit  to  himself  and  his  Alma 
Alater.  Selecting  the  law  as  his  choice  of  profes- 
sion, our  subject  became  a  student  in  the  office 
of  the  well-known  firm  of  Briscoe  &  Maltbie,  of 
Hartford,  and  applied  himself  so  diligently  that  he 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  that  city,  Alay  27,  1S79, 
commencing  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Win- 
sted,  Conn.,  in  the  following  September.  Possess- 
ing those  qualities  whicli  insure  success,  'Sir.  Ely 
came  rapidly  to  the  front,  and  remained  in  Win- 
sted  until  he  desired  a  wider  field,  locating  in  New 
Haven  on  June  28,  1884,  where  he  entered  into  a 
partnership  with  William  C.  Case,  and  this  con- 
nection has  lasted  until  the  present  time. 

Taking  a  prominent  position  among  the  leaders 
i  of  thought,  Air.  Ely  soon  became  identified  with 
the  active  wing  of  the  Republican  party,  and  in 
January,  1895,  was  elected  to  the  honorable  posi- 
tion of  Corporation  Counsel  of  the  city  of  New 
Haven,  so  efficiently  performing  the  duties  of  this 
I^Dsition  that  he  was  unanimously  chosen  as  his 
own  successor  in  1897,  irrespective  of  party  lines, 
a  testimony  of  value  to  any  public  citizen. 

On  Oct.  18,  1 88 1,  Mr.  Ely  was  married  to- 
]\liss  Mary  Gertrude  Little,  a  native  of  Sheffield, 
Mass.,  and  one  son  has  been  born  to  this  union,. 
William  Brewster,  born  Oct.  19,  1882.  Activity 
has  marked  the  career  of  our  subject  in  almost 
every  line,  his  social  relations  being  with  the 
Ouinnipiac  Club,  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  and 
his  political  affiliations  with  the  Republican  League 
and  the  Young  Men's  Republican  Club. 

I.  P.  BROXSON,  a  well-known  contractor  and 
builder,  who  now  makes  his  home  in  Hamden,  is 
a  native  of  New  Haven  county,  born  in  Middle- 
bury,  Aug.  4,  1854.  His  father,  Lester  Bronson. 
and  his  grandfather,  Jared  Bronson,  were  born  (^n 
the  same  farm  in  that  town.  The  first  of  the  fam- 
ily to  locate  there  was  Amos  Bronson,  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  who  was  born  in  Wood- 
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bury,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  became  a  large 
land  owner  and  extensive  farmer  of  Midillebnry. 
He  lived  to  be  nearly  ninety  years  of  age.  Bv  oc- 
cupation the  father  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer, 
wood  and  lumber  dealer,  and  also  engatred  in  the 
manutacture  ot  charcoal.  He  was  quite  a  promi- 
nent and  intluential  man"  in  his  community,  and 
was  elected  to  several  local  offices,  including  those 

of  selectman  and  assessor.  He  married  .Miss  Sarah 
Scoville,  of  Middlebury.  and  to  them  were  born 
six  children:  Francis  E.,  Chester  B.,  Alice  I.,  I. 
P.,  Julia  E.  and  Beverly,  all  residents  of  Middle- 
bury  with  the  exception  of  our  subject.  The  fa- 
ther died  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years,  and  the 
mother  at  the  age  of  forty-eight. 

The  first  fifteen  years  of  his  life,  I.  P.  Bronson 
spent  upon  the  home  farm,  and  then  went  to  Sey- 
mour, Conn.,  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade  with 
Samuel  D.  Bronson,  serving  a  three  years'  ap- 
prenticeship. He  continued  to  work  at  his  trade 
in  Seymour  for  fourteen  years,  the  last  two  as  a 
contractor  and  builder,  and  then  went  to  Florida, 
where  after  a  year  spent  in  contracting  and  build- 
ing he  went  to  St.  Augustine,  that  State,  and  ac- 
cepted a  position  as  foreman  with  the  contractors 
building  the  Ponce  de  Leon  Hotel  at  that  place, 
where  he  remained  three  years  and  two  months. 
On  his  return  Xorth,  he  located  in  Hamden,  where 
he  worked  at  his  trade  two  years,  and  since  that  time 
has  been  principally  engaged  in  contracting  and 
building  houses  in   Xew  Haven. 

Mr.  Bronson  was  married,  Xov.  14,  1880,  to 
Miss  Lizzie  J.  Benham,  of  Hamden,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  two  children  :  Isabella  F.  and  Irvin 
P.,  Jr.  In  1890  our  subject  erected  a  beautiful 
modern  residence  on  Dixwell  avenue,  where  he  and 
his  family  now  reside,  and  where. they  delight  to 
entertain  their  many  friends.     Politically  he  is  iden- 

^tified  with  the  Republican  party,  and  fraternally  is 
a  member  of  the  ^Masonic  Lodge  of  Xew  Haven, 
and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  also  belongs  to 
the  Highwood  Club.  He  is  quite  popular  both  in 
business  and  social  circles,  and  wherev'er  known  is 
held  in  high  regard. 

I 
EDGAR  K.  PARKER,  one  of  the  prominent 
and  highly  respected  citizens  of  X'ew  Haven,  was 
bom  in  Windsor,  \'t.,  ( )ct.  12,  1845,  son  of  Reuben 
M.  Parker,  who  was  born  in  Woodstock,  \'t.,  in 
1818,  and  died  Xov.   11,   1882. 

:Ebeniezer  Parker  was  3ilis  g'rea't-grand father, 
and  his  grandfather  was  named  Joseph  Parker,  a 
shoemak'er  and  tavern-keeper,  who  married  a  ]Miss 

I  Muzzy  and  settled  in  Woodstock,  where  he  reared 

la  family  of  four  children:  Sarah,  Reuben  M.  (fa- 
ther of  Edgar  K.'),  Ji^hn  and  Eliza.  John  Par- 
ker, the  th'ird'in  this  family,  was  a  dealer  in  shoes 
until  the  war  broke  out.  when  he  went  to  Washing- 
ton. D.  C,  and  there  held  a  government  position 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  after  many  years 
of  faithful  service. 


Reuben  M.  Parker  grew  to  manhood  in  Wood- 
stock, following  the  trade  of  shoemaker.  Later  he 
was  employed  in  a  government  gun  factorv  at 
Windsor,  Vt.,  where  he  died.  He  married  Julia 
Burnham,  a  native  of  AN'indsor,  \'t.,  who  died  Sept. 
25.  1855,  and  five  children  were  born  to  them: 
Harriet,  who  married  John  Parker,  and  resides  in 
Xew  Haven ;  Marian,  who  died  unmarried ;  Ella, 
who  married  John  Boyd  ;  Edgar  K. ;  and  Lizzie, 
who  is  unmarried.  Politicallv  Reuben  AI.  Parker 
was  a  Republican,  but  never  an  office  seeker.  The 
entire  family  were  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church. 

Eilgar  K.  Parker  spent  bis  boyhood  days  in 
Windsor,  Vt.,  attending  school  in  Windsor  and 
Woodstock.  At  the  age  of  fifteen,  in  i860,  he  re- 
moved to  Xew  Haven,  Conn.,  and  worked  in  a 
gun  shop  for  a  short  period,  and  iater  was  a  con- 
ductor on  the  N^ew  York,  Xew  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad  from  Xew  Haven  to  Xew  York,  being 
engaged  on  that  line  for  about  twenty  years  in  all. 
His  first  service  was  from  i860  until  September, 
1863,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States  navv 
for  one  year,  serving  under  Lieut.  Commander 
William  B.  Cushman.  He  previously  had  made  two 
trips  to  Europe.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  he 
returned  to  the  employ  of  the  Xew  York  &  Xew 
Haven  Railroad  Co.  (now  known  as  the  Xew  York, 
Xew  Haven  «&  Hartford  Railroad  Co.),  and  re- 
mained with  them  until  Jan.  2,  1879,  after  which  he 
was  in  the  electroplating  business  until  1881.  On 
the  request  of  the  officers  of  the  railroad  company 
he  returned  to  them  for  about  one  year.  In  Mav, 
1883,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Connecticut 
Lighting  Co.,  continuing  with  them  until  the/ 
discontinued  business,  in  August  of  the  same  year. 
On  Sept.  23,  1883,  he  was  engaged  by  the  Xew 
Haven  Electric  Co.,  which  was  absorbed  bv  the 
United  Illuminating  Co.,  of  which  he  is  now  super- 
intendent in  X'ew  Haven. 

On  Feb.  21,  1876,  Mr.  Parker  was  married  to 
Louisa  E.  Gedney,  of  Mamaroneck,  Westchester 
Co.,  X.  Y.,  daughter  of  John  Gedney,  of  the  same 
place.  The  Gedney  family  is  an  old  one  in  X'ew 
York  State.  Four  children  have  been  born  of  this 
union:  May  L.  (who  died  in  1891,  at  the  age  of 
fifteen),  Herbert  G.,  Edgar  K.  and  Julia  B. 

!Mr.  Parker  is  a  Republican,  but  has  never  ac- 
cepted office,  although  nomination  to  various  po- 
sitions within  the  gift  of  the  people  has  been  of- 
fered him ;  he  has  also  refused  appointment  as 
police  commissioner.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  uniting  with  Wooster 
Lodge,  Xo.  79 ;  Xew  Haven  Commandery.  Xo.  2 : 
Lafavette  Consistory,  of  Bridgeport ;  and  Pyramid 
Temple,  A.  A.  O.  X^.  M.  S.,  having  attained  to 
the  thirty-second  degree.  Mr.  Parker  is  also  a 
member  of  the  \'eterans  of  the  Xavy  and  Admiral 
Fooie  Post,  G.  A.  R.  The  family  are  members  of 
the  Episcopal  Church,  and  are  very  active  in  its 
work. 
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Ever  since  coming  to  New  Haven  Mr.  Parker 
has  had  the  welfare  of  the  city  at  heart,  and  has 
proved  himself  a  public-spirited,  energetic  man. 
Mr.  Parker  is  a  past  master  in  his  line  of  business, 
thoroughly  understanding  its  every  detail.  In  man- 
ner he  is  genial  and  pleasant,  and  makes  friends 
wherever  he  goes. 

JESSE  EDWIX  STILLMAX,  the  popular  and 
successful  manager  of  the  Singer  Sewing  Machine 
Co.,  for  the  dlistrict  of  ]\Ieriden,  which  includes 
Wallingford  and  Cheshire,  is  a  descendant  of  one 
of  the  old  and  honorable  families  of  Connecticut. 

George  Stillman,  the  founder  of  the  family  in 
America,  was  a  native  of  London,  England,  where 
he  was  born  in  1659,  a  son  of  a  London  merchant. 
The  family  were  stanch  supporters  of  Oliver  Crom- 
well, during  the  days  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
upon  the  restoration  of  Charles,  the  Second,  were 
forced,  for  safety,  to  assume  another  name,  select- 
ing that  of  Pritchard.  or  Pickering.  George  Still- 
man  became  a  merchant.  He  was  married  in  Lon- 
don, and  had  a  son,  George.  Those  were  stormy 
times  and  soon  many  of  the  Cromwell  advocates 
found  lit  necessary  to  secretly  emigrate  to  America. 
This  was  the  case  with  ^^Ir.  Stillman,  and  in  1680, 
leaving  little  George  with  friends  an  London,  he 
with  his  wife,  set  out  on  the  voyage  to  the  free 
land  across  the  ocean.  Mrs.  Stillman  never  reached 
it,  dying  on  the  vo\age,  but  her  husband  located 
at  Hadley,  JMass.,  and  in  1685  there  married  Re- 
becca Smith.  Later,  he  moved  to  Wethersfield, 
Conn.,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days, 
dying  there  in  1728.  and  bis  remains  lie  in  the 
old  cemetery  there,  with  the  dust  of  so  many  other 
early  settlers.  George  and  wife  were  the  parents 
of  eleven  children:  George,  whom  he  left  in  Eng- 
land, came  later  to  America,  with  a  party  of  Sev- 
enth Day  r)aptists,  and  settled  in  Rhode  Island; 
Nathaniel;  Benjamin;  John;  Henry ;  Alartha ;  Re- 
■  becca;  and  others. 

John  Stillman,  son  of  George,  was  born  in  Had- 
ley. Mass.,  on  Feb.  19,  1693,  and  removed  to  Weth- 
ersfield, Conn.,  with  his  parents,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  days,  engaged  in  farming. 
A  prominent  citizen,  aixl  a  deacon  in  the  church, 
he  died,  full  of  years,  in  1775.  and  was  buried  in 
Wethersfield.  He  was  married  May  26,  1715,  to 
Mary  Wolcott.  bom  May  14,  1694,  a  daughter  of 
Mrs.  Judith  Wolcott  and  a  granddaughter  of  Sam- 
uel Appleton.  of  Wethersfield,  and  she  died  in  I777' 
the  mother  of  the  following  children:  John;  ]\Iay ; 
Abigfail;  Alartha;  Sarah;  Elisha;  Abigail  (2)  ;  Ap- 
pleton; Huldah  ;  and  Benjamin. 

John  Stillman,  son  of  Deacon  John,  was  born 
in  Wethersfield,  Aug.  9,  17 17.  and  there  he  grew 
to  manhood,  and  married,  on  Oct.  26,  1738,  Rachel 
Robbins,  a  daughter  of  Richard  and  Martha 
(Curtis)  Robbins,  of  that  town.  In  1757,  he  re- 
moved with  his  wife  and  family  to  Sandisfield, 
Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  where  he  spent  the  remainder 


of  his  days,  and  died  July  15,  1782.  His  widow 
removed  to  Colcbrook,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  where 
she  died,  July  12,  1807,  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine 
years,  and  was  buried  in  the  old  cemetery  there. 
John  Stillman  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
church  in  Sandisfield.  The  children  born  to  John 
and  Rachel  were:  Joseph,  born  April  I,  1740; 
Hannah,  born  Feb.  13,  1742;  John,  born  Jan.  6, 
1744;  Joshua;  Roger;  Appleton;  and  Robert. 

Roger  Stillman,  son  of  John,  was  born  in 
Wethersfield,  on  July  4,  1754,  and  removed  with 
i  his  parents  to  Sandisfield,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
I  hood,  and  later  removed  to  Colebrook,  Conn., 
I  where  he  located.  Roger  Stillman  was  one  of  the 
\  first  to  enlist  in  the  patriot  army,  for  service  in  the 
!  Revolutionarv  war.  participating  in  the  battle  of 
j  Bunker  Hill,  and  many  other  engagements,  being 
I  finally  honorably  discharged  at  Lake  Champlain. 
i  In  1780  he  located  at  Colebrook,  where  he  spent 
i  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  Dec.  8,  1832,  and 
was  engaged  in  building  his  house  on  the  morning 
of  the  Dark  Day.  Both  his  name  and  that  of  his 
wife  occur  among  the  founders  of  the  church  in 
Colebrook.  His  wife  was  ^vlehitable  Hurd.  who 
was  born  IMarch  4,  1757,  in  Killingworth.  Conn., 
now  Clinton,  and  died  in  Colebrook,  Aug.  24,  1828. 
She  was  buried  there,  having  been  the  mother  of 
ten  children,  five  of  whom  were  sons :  William, 
Daniel.  Osburn.  Edmund  and  Chester. 

Chester  Stillman,  son  of  Roger,  w'as  born  in 
Colebrook,  Conn..  April  9.  1797,  on  a  farm,  one- 
half  mile  south  of  the  main  road.  He  became  a 
landowner  and  farmer  in  Colebrook,  where  he 
built  a  home  in  1825,  and  made  other  improve- 
m.ents.  His  death  occurred  Jan.  25,  1865,  and  he 
was  buried  in  Stillman's  cemetery,  in  Colebrook. 
On  Dec.  10.  181 5,  he  united  with  the  Church  and 
was  appointed  deacon  in  1838.  On  ]vlarch  2,  1820, 
he  was  married  to  Clarissa  Esther  De  Wolf,  born 
Aug.  I,  1797,  at  Otis,  i\Iass.,  and  died  May  14, 
1864,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Stillman's  cemetery. 
Her  ancestry  was  French.  Eight  children  were 
born  to  Chester  Stillman  and  wife,  four  of  whom 
were  sons:  Edwin  C,  Dorwin  E.,  Lester  R.  and 
Collin  L. 

Edwin  C.  Stillman,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Colebrook,  in  Beach  Hill  district,  Sept. 
14,  1821,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  home, 
making  his  avocation  farming.  He  graduated  from 
Oberlin  College  and  studied  for  the  ministry,  but 
failing  cA-esight  compelled  him  to  abandon  his  plans 
in  that  direction.  Later,  with  his  family,  he  moved 
to  Southington,  Conn.,  where  he  settled  down  to 
farming  and  dairying  and  spent  the  balance  of  his 
days,  and  where  he  died,  June  6,  1895.  ^^'^  '^^'^^ 
buried.  Mr.  Stillman  was  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  liberal  minded  and 
progressive,  a  most  worthy  citizen,  an  exemplary 
father  and  husband.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republi- 
can, but  was  never  an  office  seeker. 

On  June  28,   1846,   ^Xlr.   Stillman  was  married 
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to  Sarah  ^I.  Doolittle,  who  was  born  in  Westfield, 
Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  April  i8,  1828,  a  daughter 
of  Seth  Doolittle,  who  removed  from  Westtield  to 
Pleasant  Valley,  then  to  Barkhamsted,  where  he 
died.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Still- 
man  were:  Frank  R. ;  William  C,  a  dealer  in 
butter  and  eggs,  in  Meriden ;  Jesse  E. ;  and  Waldo 
R.,  the  proprietor  of  a  restaurant  in  this  city. 

The  Doolittle  family  of  which  Jesse  Edwin 
Stillman  is  a  descendant,  on  the  maternal  side,  is 
one  of  the  oldest  in  Wallingford.  Abraham  Doo- 
little, the  first  of  that  name  in  Wallingford,  was  a 
native  of  England  who  came  to  America  and  lo- 
cated in  New  Haven  before  1642,  later  removed 
to  Wallingford,  as  one  of  the  earliest  settlers,  and 
there  died  Aug.  11,  i6go.  He  was  twice  married, 
the  second  wife  being  Abigail  ]^Ioss,  who  died  Xov. 
5.  1710. 

Daniel  Doolittle,  the  tenth  child  of  Abraham 
Doolittle,  was  bom  Dec.  29,  1675,  and  married 
Hannah  Cornwall,  of  ^Nliddletown,  Conn.,  and  later 
removed  to  Middletown,  where  he  spent  several 
years,  returning  again  to  Wallingford,  where  he 
died,  in  1755  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty.  His  wife 
had  passed  away  on  Jan.  16,  1736. 

Daniel  Doolittle,  son  of  Daniel  Doolittle,  was 
born  Feb.  3,  1707,  and  was  engaged  in  farming 
near  the  North  Haven  line,  where  he  spent  his 
days,  and  died  there  in  September,  1791,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-four.  His  marriage  was  to  Eliza- 
beth Dayton,  and  to  them  seven  children  were 
born. 

Michael  Doolittle,  son  of  Daniel,  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  became  a  deacon  in  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  in  \\'alIingford,  where  he  lived  to  a 
ripe  old  age.  He  married  Alillicent  Hough,  of 
Wallingford. 

Seth  Doolittle,  son  of  ^Michael  and  Millicent 
Doolittle,  was  born  in  \\'allingford,  but  later  re- 
moved to  Westfield  parish,  Middletown,  where  he 
followed  the  trade  of  wagon-maker,  but  still  later 
removed  his  family  to  Barkhamsted,  where  he  pur- 
sued his  'trade  and  died  there.  His  marriage  was 
to  Betsey  Healey,  an-d  their  daughter,  Sarah  AI. 
Doolittle,  married  Edwin  C.  Stillman,  who  is  at 
present  a  resident  of  Southington. 

Jesse  Edwin  Stillman,  the  immediate  subject  of 
this  biography,  was  born  in  Colebrook.  Litchfield 
Co.,  Conn.,  in  1856,  and  attended  the  district  schools 
of  his  native  home  until  the  age  of  eight  years, 
removing  then,  with  his  parents,  to  Southington, 
where  he  resumed  attendance  at  school  and  as- 
sisted his  father  in  the  farm,  later  entering  the 
dairy  business.  In  1878  he  came  to  Meriden  and 
entered  the  cmplov  of  Rogers  Bros.,  later  was  with 
the  Edward  ]\Iiller  Co..  and  also  was  employed  at 
one  period  in  Plainville.  In  1893  ~Slv.  Stillman  ac- 
cepted the  agency  of  the  Meriden  district,  for  the 
Singer  Sewing  ^lachine  Co..  and  has  been  its  ef- 
ficient manager  ever  since,  employing  additional 
men  and  giving  excellent  satisfaction  over  a  large 


district.  His  success  in  this  line  has  demonstrated 
the  fact  that  he  possesses  tact,  industry  and  en- 
ergy, and  is  a  very  valuable  acquisition  to  the  great 
business  with  which  he  has  connected  himself. 

Mr.  Stillman  was  married,  Dec.  25,  1882.  in 
Meriden,  to  Miss  Lucretia,  daughter  of  Theodore 
Bailey,  an  old  and  respected  citizen,  whose  biog- 
raphy appears  elsewhere.  One  child  has  been  born 
of  this  union,  Emily  M.,  a  student  in  the  Meriden 
high  school.  ]Mrs.  Stillman  is  a  cultured  and  re- 
fined lady,  assisting  her  husband  ably  in  the  social 
matters  which  claim  a  part  of  their  attention,  pos- 
sesses good  business  ability,  and  is  a  devoted  wife 
and  mother.  Siie  is  a  member  of  Susan  Carring- 
ton  Clark  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.  Mr.  Stillman  is  fra- 
ternally connected  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Plain- 
ville, and  Alfred  Hall  Council,  No.  1423,  Ro\al 
Arcanum.  He  is  also  a  charter  member  of  the 
club.  Both  he  and  his  wife  attend  the  Congrega- 
tional Church. 

WILLIAM  HALE  (deceased)  was  durir.;.,'-  his 
'long  life  a  well-known  and  highly  respected  citizen 
of  Meriden.  His  birth  took  place  in  ]\Iiddleficl(l. 
^liddlesex  county,  Feb.  15,  1812.  and  he  was  a 
worthy  descendant  of  an  old  and  esteemed  familv 
of  New  England. 

Hezekiah  Hale,  grandfather  of  the  late  William 
Hale,  was  one  of  Middlefield's  highly  respected 
citizens,  was  prominent  in  the  church  there,  and  for 
many  years  was  the  sexton.  His  house  stood  'jn 
Jackson  Hill,  almost  opposite  to  the  Joseph  Coe 
home.  His  death  occurred  Nov.  18.  1813.  He  was 
twice  married,  and  became  the  father  of  children 
as  follows:  Hezekiah.  born  Oct.  31.  1778:  Joseph. 
I  born  Aug.  26.  1780.  who  died  Aug.  16,  1855  (he 
married  Julia  Stowe  Sept.  15,  1810)  :  Hannah:  Je- 
rusha,  who  married  Thomas  Bailey,  of  Canton. 
Pa. :  Eunice,  Mrs.  Tumer ;  and  Submit,  who  married 
Samuel  Geer,  who  died  in  1835,  she  surviving  until 
1852.    ■ 

Hezekiah  Hale,  son  of  Hezekiah,  was  born  Oct. 
31,  1778.  in  Middlefield.  Conn.,  became  a  large  land 
owner  there,  and  passed  his  life  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  died  Oct.  31,  1826,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
eight  years,  and  was  buried  in  his  native  place. 
On  Oct.  30,  1805,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Nancy  Miller,  who  was  born  April  6,  1786,  and 
died  Aug.  31,  1878,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety- 
two  years  and  four  months.  Their  children  were : 
(i)  Cornelia,  born  July  31.  1806.  was  married  April 
25,  1826.  to  David  B.  ^Miller.-  and  flied  Sept.  14. 
1844,  of  consumption.  She  had  children — Nancy, 
born  March  26,  1827.  died  in  September.  1855 ; 
Hezekiah  Hale,  born  Oct.  22.  1820.  married  Har- 
riet Atwood  (he  is  a  member  of  the  grocery  firm 
of  Collins  &  Miller,  of  Meriden)  :  Cornelia,  born 
Dec.  5,  1832.  died  Dec.  30,  1864  (she  was  the  wife 
of  Icliabod  M.  Roberts)  :  Lucy  J.,  born  Aug.  14, 
183^.  married  Dec.  20.  1866,  Walter  P.  Hall,  who- 
died  in  1892,  and  she  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles  L 
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Miller,  i>f  Mitldlefickl;  Isaac  R.,  born  April  4,  1839, 
<!if<l  liilv  -20,  1865,  of  consumption:  and  Milton  H., 
Uirii'Xov.  27,  1842,  married  Nov.  20.  1866.  Frances 
p.  Hubbard.  (2)  Eunice,  born  Dec.  3,  1808.  died 
unmarried  June  6,  1836,  of  consumption.  (3)  \\'ill- 
i.in  was  lK)rn  Feb.  15,  1812.  (4)  Roswell,  born 
Sfi>t.  4,  1816,  died  Feb.  6,  1849,  ^^  consumption, 
(in  tlio  old  homestead.  (5)  Phineas,  born  Aug. 
<>,  1S18,  died  Jan.  20,  1845,  of  consumption. 

William  Hale,  son  of  Hezekiah  (2),  was  edu- 
cated in  Middlefield,  Conn.  He  g-rew  up  on  the 
home  farm,  and  cared  for  his  mother,  who  was  left 
a  widow  when  the  son  was  fourteen  years  old. 
When  he  reached  manhood  he  married,  and  there- 
after lived  five  years  on  the  homestead.  In  1839 
he  .«!Cttled  on  a  large  farm  in  the  town  of  3ileriden, 
which  he  operated  for  some  six  years.  However, 
this  life  did  not  altogether  satisfy  him,  as  he  was 
of  a  mechanical  turn  of  mind,  and  he  resolved  to 
become  a  manufacturer,  beginning  this  business  as 
a  maker  of  suspenders  on  the  farm.  He  subse- 
quentlv  located  his  factory  in  what  was  then  called 
West  Meriden,  and  in  time  added  carpet  bags  to  his 
output.  He  was  associated  in  this  line  with  H.  H. 
Miller  and  E.  H.  Loomis.  This  business  was  dis- 
l^ised  of  to  Jedediah  Wilcox,  and  ^Ir.  Hale  then 
in-gan  the  manufacture  of  sewing  birds  and  tape 
measures,  being  interested  with  Junius  X'orton. 
F(ir  a  long  period  he  was  the  owner  of  the  ''Meri- 
«len  House,"  in  Meriden.  and  he  also  had  several 
otiier  pieces  of  realty  in  the  city.  For  many  years 
that  hostelry  was  his  home,  and  there  he  died  Oct. 
16,  1874;  he  was  buried  in  the  East  cemetery.  A 
man  of  industrious  habits,  he  achieved  success  in 
business  bv  his  own  efforts.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
were  valued  meml^ers  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
he  was  an  honest  and  worthy  citizen  in  every  way. 
A  lifelong  Democrat,  he  never  sought  any  political 
honors,  being  thoroughly  satisfied  to  uphold  law  and 
order  through  the  ballot,  in  the  way  he  considered 
best  for  the  happiness  of  the  whole  country.  De- 
voted to  his  family,  health  not  permitting,  he  gave 
little  attention  to  outside  matters.  His  tastes  were 
fine,  and  he  spent  money  in  a  manner  then  consid- 
ered lavish,  for  the  adornment  of  his  home  and  fam- 
ily interests.  All  his  actions  were  ruled  by  a  kindly 
heart,  and  he  was  charitable  toward  the  faults  of 
his  fellow  men.  He  was  a  lover  of  animals,  es- 
peciallv  of  fine  horses,  and  owned  a  number  of  them. 
Horseback  riding  was  then  in  vogue,  and  he  kept 
saddle  horses  for  family  use,  and  single  and  double 
carriage  horses.  Looking  for  perfection,  ^Ir.  Hale 
never  quite  found  his  ideal  in  horseflesh.  He  gave 
some  time  to  hunting  and  fishing,  of  which  he  was 
very  fond. 

William  Hale  was  married  in  Meriden,  in  April, 
^^33.  to  Phebe  Ann  Ives,  who  was  born  in  Meri- 
den, daughter  of  Watrous  and  Polly  fYale)  Ives, 
•Tnd  two  children  were  born  to  this  union,  Frances 
Augusta  and  Hezekiah  Watrous.  The  lattter,  bnm 
Dec.  8,  1835,  married  Harriet  Endecott  Haven,  of 


Worcester,  Mass.,  and  both  now  sleep  in  the  old 
East  cemetery.  He  died  of  consumption.  They 
left  two  children,  William  Henry  and  Susan  Xcllie, 
both  of  whom  were  reared  and  educated  by  their 
grandfather.  The  former  was  born  Sept.  25,  18^7, 
graduated  from  the  Cheshire  ^lilitary  Academv, 
and  is  a  thorough  master  of  English  ;  he  was  sev- 
eral years  engaged  in  newspaper  work,  and  is  now 
a  resident  of  New  York.  Susan  Xellie  was  born 
July  27,  1859,  in  Meriden.  Like  her  husband,  Mrs. 
Hale  was  an  expert  in  handling  horses.  She  was 
a  brilliant  and  attractive  woman,  who  shone  in 
society,  where  she  was  much  at  home. 

Frances  Augusta  Hale  was  married  in  ^leriden, 
Dec.  5,  1853,  to  Edwin  H.  Loomis,  a  native  of 
Coventry,  Conn.,  who  was  born  July  9,  1827,  and 
died  in  March,  1899.  Thev  had  three  children: 
Frederick  Hale,  born  Jan.  6,  1868:  and  two  that 
died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Loomis  has  an  active  mind, 
and  a  great  desire  to  acquire  knowledge  and  be 
helpful  to  her  fellow  travelers  on  life's  journey.  She 
is  a  moving  spirit  in  the  higher  intellectual  circles 
of  the  city  of  Meriden.  Her  early  education  was 
received  in  ^Meriden  Academy,  and  later  she  at- 
tended a  young  ladies  seminary  in  Hartford,  con- 
ducted' by  the  Miss  Drapers.  Perhaps  no  one  in 
the  city  is  better  known  as  the  instigator  and  pro- 
m.oter  of  humane  and  charitable  enterprises.  !\Irs. 
Lcomis  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Humane 
Society  of  Meriden.  WHierever  she  is  located  she 
exerts  an  uplifting  and  refining  influence  upon  her 
surroundings,  being  a  lady  of  culture,  traveled,  and 
thoroughly  educated  on  many  subjects  far  beyond 
the  usual  trend  in  social  life,  and  she  is  valued  as 
a  friend  and  intellectual  comrade  by  some  of  the 
brightest  intellects  of  the  dav.  !Many  abstruse  sub- 
jects have  claimed  her  attention,  and  she  has  become 
much  interested  in  the  teachings  of  Catherine 
Thinglev,  in  theosophy,  is  president  of  the  Theoso- 
phical  Societv  of  Meriden,  and  has  attended  its  con- 
ventions at  headquarters  at  Point  Loma.  Cal..  and 
other  points.  With  a  trained  and  analytic  mind, 
she  best  enjoys  life  when  surrounded  bv  her  books 
and  music,  or  deep. in  meditation  upon  her  favorite 
science. 

•  HERMAN  D.  CLARK.  Success  is  determined 
by  one's  ability  to  recognize  opportunity,  and  to 
pursue  this  with  a  resolute  and  unflagging  energs'. 
It  results  from  continued  labor,  and  the  man  who 
thus  accomplishes  his  purpose  usually  becomes  an 
important  factor  in  the  business  circles  of  the  com- 
munity with  which  he  is  connected.  Mr.  Clark,  a 
well-known  silk  manufacturer  of  Mt.  Carmel,  has. 
through  such  means,  attained  a  leading  place 
among  the  representative  men  of  Hamden,  and  Iii*! 
well-spent  and  honorable  life  commands  the  respect 
of  all. 

The  Clark  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  best 
known  in  New  Haven  countv.  Amos  Clark,  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  native  of 


78o 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


the  town  of  Cliatham,  Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  where 
he  later  owned  and  operated  a  farm.  He  served 
as  an  officer  in  the  Colonial  army  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  and  during  the  remainder  of  his  life 
drew  a  pension  of  Si  12  per  year  from  the  govern- 
ment. He  died  in  East  Hampton,  in  the  town  of 
Chatham,  and  was  buried  in  Lake  \'iew  cemetery. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Whig  and  in  religious  faith  a 
Congregationalist.  He  married  a  Miss  Sears,  of 
East  Hampton,  who. was  also  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  at  her  death  was  laid 
to  rest  in  Lake  \'iew  cemetery.  In  their  family 
Avere  five  children:  Amos,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject;  Abner,  a  physician;  Philena;  who  married 
Nathan  Hardin  and  had  twelve  children,  one  of 
whom  was  Gen.  Hardin,  of  the  Civil  w-ar;  Annie, 
who  married  a  Mr.  Waters  and  had  eleven  chil- 
dren; and  Sarah,  who  married  a  Mr.  INIeach,  of 
East  Haddam.     All  are  now  deceased. 

Amos  Clark,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  Dec.  26,  1794,  in  Chatham  and  received  a  good 
common  school  education,  which  he  put  in  practical 
use  as  a  school  teacher  for  several  seasons.  He 
also  engaged  in  farming,  and  while  still  a  young 
man  sold  clocks  throughout  the  Southern  States, 
and  later  sold  books,  etc.,  as  a  travehng  salesman. 
He  made  his  home  in  East  Hampton,  where  he 
died,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in  the  Lake 
View  cemetery.  Religiously  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  politically  was 
first  a  Whig  and  later  a  Republican.  In  the  town 
of  Chatham  he  married  Betsey  Mary  Smith,  a  na- 
tive of  that  place  and  a  daughter  of  Sparrow 
Smith,  who  belonged  to  an  old  and  highly  respected 
family,  and  enlisted  in  the  Continental  army  dur- 
ing the  Revolutionary  war  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years.  She  too  was  a  consistent  member  of  tiie 
Congregational  Church.  Both  she  and  her  hus- 
band lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years. 
They  had  nine  children,  namely.  Allen  Cushman, 
a  resident  of  Chatham ;  Amelia,  deceased  wife 
of  C.  Bevin ;  Orlando  L.,  a  retired  manufacturer 
of  Montreal,  Canada:  Richard  Sparrow,  father  of 
our  subject ;  Mary  Elizabeth  Norton,  who  mar- 
ried Reuben  Payne,  of  Portland,  Conn.,  and  both 
are  now  deceased ;  Edward  L.,  a  retired  citizen  of 
New  Haven  ;  Herman  D.,  also  a  resident  of  that 
city;  Matilda,  deceased  ^vife  of  Leverett  Sexton, 
of  East  Hampton:  and  Rufus  Don.  deceased. 

Richard  S.  Clark,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  East  ?Iampton,  Dec.  26,  1825,  and  during 
his  boyhood  attended  the  schools  of  his  district 
and  of  New  Haven,  completing  his  education,  how- 
ever, at  the  Colchester  Academy.  He  successfully 
engaged  in  teaching  school  for  nine  terms  in 
Chatham,  four  terms  in  Glastonbury,  and  two 
terms  in  Portland  and  Wethersfield,  Conn.  For 
a  time  he  worked  at  the  manufacture  of  bells  with 
Bevin  Brothers,  and  then  embarked  in  the  same 
business  on  his  fnvn  account  in  partnership  with 
Messrs.  Cough  and  Abel.     Later  he  was  connected 


with  D.  W.  Watrous  for  eight  years,  during  which 
time  he  established  a  branch  manufactory  at  Mon- 
treal, Canada,  of  which  his  brother  Orlando  L.  had 
charge.  They  finally  dissolved  partnership,  Mr. 
Watrous  taking  the  business  at  East  Jrlampton,  and 
Mr.  Clark  that  at  Montreal,  which  he  continued  to 
carry  on  until  1867,  in  that  year  selliing  out  to  his 
brother  and  coming  to  Hamden,  where  he  also  en- 
gaged in  the  mainifacture  of  bells  until  1882.  Dur- 
ing this  time  he  became  interested  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  silk,  but  after  meeting  with  business  re- 
verses Hved  retired  near  Alt.  Carmel,  in  the  town 
of  Hamden.  He  was  a  well  read  man,  keeping 
thoroughly  posted  on  matters  of  general  interest 
and  the  leading  questions  and  issues  of  the  day. 
He  was  progressive  and  enterprising,  and  in  dis- 
position genial  and  pleasant.  Religiously  he  was 
an  earnest  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  po'litically  always  affiliated  with  either  the 
Whig  or  Republican  parties.  He  passed  awav  June 
17,  1900.  On  June  22,  1852,  at  Bolton,  Conn., 
Mr.  Clark  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Strong,  a  good 
Christian  woman,  who  died  in  Hamden,  in  1882, 
and  was  buried  in  Centerville  cemeterv.  To  them 
were  born  seven  children,  namely :  George,  a  metal 
dealer  in  Boston;  Herman  D.,  our  subject;  Cor- 
nelia P.  (■•Nellie"),  wiife  of  Willis  Doolittle; 
Amelia  E.,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  Clarence  L.,  a  resi- 
dent of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  Cleon  R.,  a  resident  of 
New   York;   and   one   who   died   in   infancy. 

Herman  D.  Clark  was  born  March  1,1856,  in 
East  Hampton,  Conn.,  and  is  indebted  to  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  East  Hampton,  and  the  high  schools 
of  New  Haven,  for  his  educational  privileges.  Dur- 
ing his  youth  he  worked  at  the  bell  business  with 
his  father,  and  also  became  familiar  with  silk  man- 
ufacture, so  that  when  his  father  retired  he  was 
able  to  take  up  the  business,  and  for  the  past  twelve 
years  has  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  silk,  fur- 
nishing employment  to  a  number  of  hands.  He 
is  a  thorough  business  man,  energetic  and  pro- 
gressive, and  upright  and  honorable  in  all  his  deal- 
ings. He  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  in  politics  is  a  Republican.  Fraternally  he 
atfiliates  with  Day  Spring  Lodge,  No.  30,  F.  &  A. 
M..  of  Hamden,  of  which  he  is  a  past  master. 

.  On   Oct.  9,    1889,   Mr.   Clark   was  married,   in 
North  Haven,  to  ]Miss  Ida  E.  Fowler. 

CHARLES  F.  TUTTLE  (deceased),  for  many 
years  a  welUknown  business  man  of  New  Haven, 
was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  April  25,  1831,  in 
New  Haven,  in  the  old  Tuttle  homestead,  a  small 
wooden  structure  located  on  the  site  of  his  late  com- 
modious residence. 

The  first  of  the  family  in  this  countrv  was  Will- 
iam Tuttle.  who  was  born  in  1609,  in  Devonshire, 
England,  where  he  married,  and  whence,  in  the  year 
1635.  he  came  to  this  country  with  his  wife  and  sev- 
eral children,  on  the  ship  "Planter."  He  arrived  in 
Boston,    ]^Iass.,    in   July,   after   a   voyage   of   some 
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